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“Hay criminales que proclaman tan campantes “la maté porque era mía”, así no más, como si fuera cosa de 

sentido común y justo de toda justicia y derecho de propiedad privada, que hace al hombre dueño de la mujer. 

Pero ninguno, ninguno, ni el más macho de los supermachos tiene la valentía de confesar “la maté por miedo”, 

porque al fin y al cabo el miedo de la mujer a la violencia del hombre es el espejo del miedo del hombre a la mujer 

sin miedo.” (Galeano n.d). 

"There are criminals who proclaim without batting an eyelid “I killed her because she was mine”, just like that, as 

if it were a matter of common sense and justice and a right of private property that makes a man the owner of a 

woman. But no one, no one, not even the most macho of the super machos, has the courage to confess "I killed her 

out of fear". After all the woman’s fear of the man’s violence is a mirror of the man’s fear of a woman without 

fear.” (Galeano n.d: Translated1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 All translations have been done by the author of the master thesis, unless otherwise specified. 
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Abstract 

The Ni Una Menos movement emerged in 2015, and rapidly turned into a key political force in 

Argentine society in the fight for women’s rights, and against gender-based violence. This study 

seeks to explore the Ni Una Menos movement from a participant perspective. It examines 

important characteristics of the Ni Una Menos movement. Specifically, the political and 

ideological focus of the movement, tools of protest and why individuals choose to participate. 

Additionally, it attempts to deepen the understanding of the dynamics of the movement with 

the state, the church and media. These three institutions are essential in Argentine society, and 

thus affect the movement’s ability to change the status quo. Finally, remarks on the participant’s 

views of the movement’s impact so far will be presented.  

This thesis is a qualitative study, where in-depth interviews have been used to understand how 

the activists themselves make sense of the Ni Una Menos movement. The informants are 16 

activists from the Ni Una Menos movement in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  

The study’s most important findings show that Ni Una Menos is defined by the majority of my 

informants as a social movement and its core is a collective fight for women´s rights, 

specifically for women´s right to safety. The movement´s key tools for protest are mass 

demonstrations and social media, and thus it fits into the fourth wave of feminism. The reasons 

individuals choose to participate in the movement are multiple; Social discontent, a prosper 

political context, increased resources and organization, an increased sense of shared identity 

and a wish to generate solidarity and transform society. As regards to the church, the state and 

the media, the findings suggest that the church is most contra productive for the movement, 

while the media is used as an important tool for change. The movement is perhaps the most 

complex in its relation to the state, as it is at times in direct opposition, but simultaneously 

essential for real change. Furthermore, the relationship between the movement and the state has 

become more conflictual since the new right-wing government came to power. Finally, the 

interviewees describe three kinds of positive change as a result of the movement: Awareness 

around gender-based violence and other gender issues, a more gender conscious terminology 

and women´s empowerment. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Inspiration for my thesis 

I was inspired to write this thesis after having spent many years studying in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, where I participated at several of the Ni Una Menos demonstrations. During my stay 

in Buenos Aires I made many good friends who are engaged in political activities and attend 

numerous demonstrations for political and social rights. I started observing how people were 

politically active, especially in the student circles, and how they would participate in many 

street protests. When the Ni Una Menos mass demonstrations started I was very intrigued by 

the issues it addressed regarding, but not limited to, gender-based violence. It made me reflect 

around being a woman myself and the experiences I had encountered with sexual harassment. 

Since Ni Una Menos emerged in 2015, I have attended various demonstrations. The first 

demonstration I participated in was convoked to condemn the femicide of 21-year-old Micaela 

García from Gualeguay the 8th of April 2017. Micaela García was found brutally murdered one 

week after her disappearance. The man accused of the murder confessed to having raped García. 

Despite the man’s previous criminal record of multiple rapes of women, he was released 

without conviction. This mobilization, like other Ni Una Menos demonstrations, criticized 

Argentina’s judiciary system, the police and the state for not protecting women, and proclaimed 

that Micaela was one of many examples of gender-based violence that could have been avoided 

(Centenera 2017a). The second demonstration I attended was the second Ni Una Menos mass 

demonstration that was organized the 3rd of June 2017. The main headline at this demonstration 

was against macho-violence and the states complicity of gender-based violence (La Nación 

2017). After having attended these demonstrations and contemplating how massive Ni Una 

Menos had gotten in a short time period, made me want to pursue a research project on this 

social movement.  
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1.2 Presentation of topic 

Gender-based violence is a major and persistent problem in Argentine society. According to 

statistics from the Non-governmental organization (NGO), La Casa Del Encuentro (2018), in 

2017 a woman was killed every 18 hours because of reasons related to her gender. The NGO 

has since 2007 published annual reports on femicides in Argentina and has registered an 

estimate of 2679 femicides in the country between 2008 and 2017. 

Ni Una Menos (Not One (Female) Less) emerged as a response to the high levels of gender-

based violence, particularly femicides, in Argentine society. It was initiated by a collective of 

journalists, artists and feminists in Buenos Aires around March 2018, which came to be known 

as the Ni Una Menos collective. The collective wished to shed light on the recent cases of 

femicides experienced in Argentina. There had been several cases portrayed by the media 

channels of young girls and women being brutally murdered in public spaces, many of them 

found wrapped in garbage bags (Rodríguez 2015). The catalyst of the first Ni Una Menos mass 

demonstration was the murder of Chiara Paéz, a fourteen-year-old girl who was murdered by 

her boyfriend and buried in his backyard. The Ni Una Menos collective wanted to show how 

the murder of Chiara Paéz and other killings of young women, were not aleatory, but a 

consequence of political, cultural and social structures in Argentine society (Vera 2017). The 

first tweet #Ni Una Menos sent out by the Ni Una Menos collective, spread quickly, reaching 

many sectors of society, and led to a self-convoked mass demonstration against gender-based 

violence. The first mass demonstrations took place on the 3rd of June 2015 in Buenos Aires, and 

many other big cities in Argentina. The first demonstrations were massive, and convoked 

people from all parts of society and political affiliations. Since the first demonstrations, a Ni 

Una Menos demonstration has been arranged every year in many big cities in Argentina, and 

each month there are organized public assemblies on issues concerning gender-based violence 

and women right’s. The conclusions of these assemblies are exposed in the banners of the 

demonstrations and on the official webpages of Ni Una Menos (Ni Una Menos 2017, Palmer 

2017). In a very short period of time Ni Una Menos has become a national slogan against 

gender-based violence and women’s rights, and has established itself as a social movement. 
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Ni Una Menos is a grassroot-movement that fights against gender-based violence. It is a very 

heterogeneous movement and includes a wide range of divergent values, opinions and political 

views, consisting of various NGOs, a wide spectre of political parties, associations, families of 

victims and self-convoked individuals who all come together under the slogan Ni Una Menos. 

These people, the majority of them women, come together to collectively demand to put an end 

on the violence against women and femicides. The movement represents women and other non-

cis genders from all social economic backgrounds in their fight against gender-based violence, 

for women’s empowerment and gender equality.  

The aim of this study is to get a broader understanding of what Ni Una Menos is about, to map 

out the main issues and conflicts of the movement, and to describe what the participants 

perceive as the major impacts of the movement so far. I will be shedding light on the 

experiences and challenges encountered by the participants of Ni Una Menos in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. The main objective is to provide a broader understanding of the ongoing fight 

against gender-based violence and for women’s rights in Argentine society. A bottom-up 

approach has been used to study the movement. This approach is based on social constructivism 

and how reality is socially constructed. Hence, to understand the world we live and make sense 

of it, it is necessary to understand its individuals (Berger & Luckmann 1991). I have based my 

thesis on how participants make sense of the Ni Una Menos movement.  

 

1.3 Research question 

This research project will explore experiences and challenges encountered by the participants 

of the social movement Ni Una Menos in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The purpose was to find 

out more about this movement from a participant´s point of view. What are the perspectives 

and experiences of those who attend the demonstrations and support Ni Una Menos? What are 

their perceptions of the Ni Una Menos movement, and what does this tell us about the 

movement in general? The focus will be on the Ni Una Menos movement between 2015 and 

2018. Ni Una Menos was created in 2015 and my research ended in 2018, hence the selected 

time frame. The movement is still ongoing and further research may pursue its development in 

the years to come.    
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My research question and sub questions can be formulated as follows: 

Research Question: What are the participant perspectives of the Ni Una Menos movement? 

Sub questions: How do the participants characterize the Ni Una Menos movement? What are 

the motivations of the participants? How do they understand the relationship of Ni Una Menos 

towards the state, church and media? And what do they think has been the impact of the 

movement so far? 

I define Ni Una Menos as a social movement, which I will elaborate in the analytical part of my 

thesis (See Chapter 5.1.1). I define a participant or activist of the movement as anyone who 

personally feels part for Ni Una Menos and participates in any activities of the movement either 

by physical participation or by promoting the movement via other media.  

 

1.4 Relevance and limitations of the study 

Ni Una Menos is a relatively new social movement. This study can give fruitful insight on a 

still ongoing contemporary phenomenon, and examine to which extent it fits in with the 

traditional theories on social movements. It will particularly focus on participants perspectives 

of the movement.  

The newness of Ni Una Menos is reflected by the lack of academic literature on the movement. 

Even though there exists a vast amount of descriptive journalism on the movement, in academic 

literature there is less abundancy on the topic. I have however found a master thesis on the Ni 

Una Menos movement written by Terzian (2017), “The Ni Una Menos Movements in 21sth 

Century Argentina: Combating more than femicide”. The thesis analyses the movement 

through the media coverage of the Argentine newspaper La Nación. Additionally, I have found 

some academic articles oriented towards describing and understanding the Ni Una Menos 

movement and what it expresses. For example, the article written by Paz Cabral and Juan 

Antonio Acacio (2016); La violencia de género como problema público, Las movilizaciones 

por “Ni Una Menos” (Translated to: Gender-based violence as a public issue, the mobilization 

for Not One (Female) Less). At this moment I have yet to find any research on the participants 

perspectives on the movement. 
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I believe this thesis on Ni Una Menos will contribute to filling the gap on academic research on 

the Ni Una Menos movement, and reinforce the earlier research conducted on the movement. 

This study will provide deepened empirical knowledge about a specific social movement in the 

Latin American region and will particularly focus on the perspectives and experiences of the 

participants of the movement. I will give voice to the participants of the Ni Una Menos 

movement and pursue to interpret a historically significant phenomena in the making, which 

are according to Ragin & Amoroso (2011:33), two important goals of social research.   

I have chosen to limit my investigation to Buenos Aires, Argentina. The reason for choosing to 

focus on Ni Una Menos in this particular geographic area is that the movement first initiated in 

Buenos Aires. Therefore, the collective of journalists who sent out the first tweet live there, and 

many other feminist activists of the movement too. It is also the largest city of Argentina and 

where the biggest Ni Una Menos demonstrations have been arranged. To study participant 

perspectives of Ni Una Menos in Buenos Aires is an essential starting point to understand the 

movement, its dynamics and impacts. Further research may pursue studying the movement in 

other parts of the Argentina, Latin America and other parts of the world. 

 

1.5 The structure of the thesis   

The thesis is structured in the following manner. First, chapter two will present the emergence 

and definition of the term femicide/feminicide and provide a historical backdrop on gender-

based violence in Latin America, gendered legislation in Argentina and women´s movements 

in Argentina. Thus, painting a picture of the political and historical context in which Ni Una 

Menos emerged. In the theoretical chapter of my thesis, chapter three, I will present relevant 

literature review on social movement theories and debates. These theories will be used in the 

analytical part of my thesis when discussing my findings. In chapter four I will present the 

methodology used to obtain data for this research project and reflections made during the 

research process. I have conducted a qualitative study, gathering interview data from different 

participants of the Ni Una Menos movement in Buenos Aires from semi-structured interviews. 

I will present different phases of the interviewing process, and the choices that have been made 

during  this process. Furthermore, I will present the ethical aspects and challenges experienced 

when writing this thesis and how I have analysed the data retrieved from the interviews.  
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Following this, chapter five will present the findings from my interviews, and discuss these 

findings in combination with relevant literature to answer my research question which has been 

presented in chapter one. Finally, chapter six offers concluding remarks on the findings of this 

thesis and proposes future studies which may complement this study. 
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2 Historical and political background 

2.1 Defining femicide 

The term femicide has existed for almost two centuries but was first popularized in the 1970s. 

Diana E. H. Russell is considered the pioneer of the term. This because she was the first person 

to use the term in the public sphere. She used the term under the first International Tribunal on 

Crimes Against Women, in Brussels Belgium in 1976, and defines a femicide as “the killing of 

females by males because they are females” (Russell 2001), and exemplifies it with the 

following:  

“… the stoning to death of females (which I consider a form of torture-femicide); murders of 

females for so-called "honor;" rape murders; murders of women and girls by their husbands, 

boyfriends, and dates, for having an affair, or being rebellious, or any number of other excuses; 

wife-killing by immolation because of too little dowry; deaths as a result of genital mutilations; 

female sex slaves, trafficked females, and prostituted females, murdered by their "owners", 

traffickers, "johns" and pimps, and females killed by misogynist strangers, acquaintances, and 

serial killers.” (Russell 2001) 

Russell (2011) regards all forms of sexist killings as types of femicides. Moreover, she also 

addresses how the prohibition of use of contraception and abortion by patriarchal governments 

or religions are indirect forms of femicide. In the case of abortion, she argues how many women 

die because of having to resort to illegal practices of abortion and therefore describes it as a 

form of indirect femicide. Fragoso (2002) holds that it is important to consider the violent acts, 

motives, and imbalance of power between sexes in the political, social and economic spheres 

to understand the concept of femicide, that is, how social, political and economic structures 

may contribute to sexist violence. The Argentine NGO, La Casa del Encuentro (2018), which 

publishes annual statistics on femicides in Argentina, describes a femicide as the most extreme 

form of gender-based violence and a direct result of society’s naturalization of sexist violence. 

The NGO describes it as a political term, underlining the need for political change to prevent 

sexist violence. According to CCPDH (2006:40), when femicide is used as a political term the 

objective is to generate awareness around sexist killings through findings and expose scenarios 

and behavior’s that may lead to femicides. This has been an important objective for La Casa 
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del Encuentro when recollecting and exposing data on femicides in Argentina. As exposed in 

the definitions above, the term femicide was created to underscore the killing of women because 

of their gender, and how it is a systematic problem in society and a violation of basic human 

rights.  

In the Latin American continent, the term femicide was first discussed in the 1990s by the 

anthropologist Marcela Lagarde. Lagarde (2005:155) translated the term femicide into the 

Spanish word “feminicidio” (Translated to: Feminicide), because the direct translation of 

femicide to “femicidio” is the homologue to homicide, and so she considered the term 

“feminidicio” more accurate in emphasizing the hate crimes committed against women. 

Lagarde identifies the term feminicide as crimes against humanity which includes kidnapping 

and the disappearance of girls and women in the context of an institutional collapse. According 

to her, the state and society are responsible for these crimes because of social practices that 

tolerate violence against women in everyday life, and through social media, which creates a 

pedagogy for violence. She uses the term feminicide to underline the impunity with which these 

crimes are typically treated in South America. An important precedent for the use of the term 

femicide in the continent was in the mid-1990s after the atrocities committed in Ciudad de 

Juarez, Mexico, where over two hundred women have been killed between 1993 and 2001, and 

hundreds of them tortured and raped. The term feminicide was used to describe these events 

(Fragoso 2002: 280). Abramovich (2010) in his article about the case: Campo Algodonero vs. 

Mexico, portrays how the Mexican state was accountable for the murders of three Mexican 

women due to a lack of diligence procedures. In 2009, the Inter-American Court of Human 

Rights found the Mexican State in violation of human rights obligations under the American 

Convention of Human Rights and the Convention of Belém do Pará (CORTEIDH 2009). The 

trial marked an important turning point for women´s rights and gender-based violence in Latin 

America, and the term femicide and feminicide is nowadays used as political tool to expose 

cases of gender-based violence all over world.  

2.1.1 Femicide vs. Feminicide 

There have been many discussions among feminist, especially in the Latin American region, 

about the difference between the term femicide and the term feminicide (CCPDH 2006: 33-41). 

The term femicide alludes to the killing of women because they are women, while the term 

feminicide was originally created to add the component of the responsibility of the state. 
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Lagarde (2005) uses the term feminicide to underline gendered violence and how the state is 

accountable of the killing of women due to omission. According to Russell (2012) the risk of 

using the term feminicide is that when a man is found guilty of a feminicide, it is no longer a 

feminicide because the case was not treated with impunity. Even though feminicide has been 

used to underline the responsibility of the state for not protecting women against violence, in 

general the terms femicide and feminicide have been used indistinctly to allude to the killing of 

a women because of her gender, and where the answer to the question of who is responsible 

varies. In Mexico, El Salvador and Guatemala the term feminicide has been more common 

(CCPDH 2006: 39), while in other parts of the region it is more varied which term is used.   

In this research I have chosen to use the term femicide as defined by Russell (2001) as the killing 

of a women because of their gender and, including all forms of sexist killings. The Ni Una 

Menos movement uses the term femicide in their documents, and my informants refer to this 

term during the interviews. Nonetheless, there seems to be a general perception by my 

informants that the state is partly responsible for these crimes. Therefore, in this thesis, using 

the term femicide does not exclude the states accountability by omission.  

 

2.2 Gender-based violence in Latin America 

 “Gender-based violence is defined as violence that reflects the existing asymmetry in the power 

relations between men and women and that perpetuates the subordination and devaluation of 

the female as opposed to the male” (Nieves 1997: 8) 

Generally, gender-based violence affects primarily women and other non-male genders. 

According to data from UNDP and Women (2017), Latin America and the Caribbean are facing 

high levels of violence against women. The region has the highest rates of violence against 

women outside the intimate partner, and the second highest within the couple (WHO 2013). 

The most extreme form of gender-based violence, femicide 2 has exploded during recent years, 

where in Central America 2 out of 3 murdered women are victims of gender-based violence 

(UNDP and Women 2017). The macho or machismo culture - a belief that women are 

subordinate to the needs and desires of men -, has been a dominating cultural character in Latin 

                                                 
2 See Chapter 2.1.1 for definition of the term femicide 
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American societies. Moreover, this cultural trait has been regarded as an important explanatory 

factor for the high rates of gender-based violence in Latin American societies, despite this form 

of violence not being limited to Latin America (Wilson 2014). Hence, as the information above 

exposes, gender-based violence is a major problem in the Latin American continent and can to 

some extent be explained by the machismo culture. 

After ongoing work by both local and international organizations, two important mechanisms 

to prevent gender-based violence have become important in the region: The Declaration on the 

Elimination of Violence against Women, which was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 

1993, and The Belem do Part Convention (The Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, 

Punishment, and the Eradication of Violence against Women), which was adopted by the OAS 

(The Organization of American States) in 1994. Nearly all countries in the region have 

elaborated national plans to end gender-based violence. Fifteen of these national plans are 

specific to violence against women. Additionally, 27% of the countries have enacted laws that 

widen the scope of violence manifestations in the private and public sphere and recognizes the 

State responsibility by action of omission. Per 2017, sixteen countries in the region have enacted 

legislations on femicide/feminicide (UNDP and Women 2017). These improvements in 

legislations and other national plans against violence against women, constitutes an important 

breakthrough in the fight against gender-based violence in the continent. More cases of gender-

based violence are becoming publicly known and debated, human rights discourses have 

empowered women and people are talking about the issue.  Many women have started 

organizing themselves, taking to the streets against gender-based violence. The organization of 

women and other supporters in the fight against gender-based violence has become more 

commonplace all-over Latin America (Wilson 2014). Despite there being an increase in 

legislation and protocols to counter gender-based violence, it remains a major problem in the 

continent, as the statistics above expose. 

 

2.3 Gendered legislation in Argentina 

During recent years there has been a tightening of legislation to protect women´s rights in 

Argentina. In 2009, law 26.485 was adopted to provide comprehensive protection as a means 

of preventing, punishing and eradicating violence against women in interpersonal relations. In 
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2012, law 26.842 was adopted to prevent and punish human trafficking and to help its victims. 

In 2012, the Gender Identity Act was adopted recognising the right to one´s self perceived 

gender identity (Šimonović 2016). The same year, Law 26.791 was adopted, implementing 

femicide as aggravating of homicide into the Criminal Code (Página 12 2012). Additionally, in 

2015, law 5.306 was sanctioned in the province of Buenos Aires against street harassment. This 

was the first law of its kind (Buenos Aires gob n.d.). The latest progress on women´s rights has 

been on the bill on the legalisation of abortion. In Argentina, abortion is illegal except in cases 

of rape or when a woman´s life is endangered. If a woman resorts to clandestine abortion she 

can be imprisoned for up to four years. In June 2018, after massive pressure by civil society, 

Argentina´s lower house of Congress approved a bill liberalizing abortion law (Politi & Ellis 

2018). The bill was sent to the Senate for further consideration but rejected in the beginning of 

august 2018 by a narrow majority of the Senate (Politi & Londoño 2018). The legal frameworks 

presented above are not extensive, but they show how gender laws have been implemented in 

Argentina in recent years, and their relevance in the political agenda.  

According to the UN special Rapporteur on violence against women, Šimonović (2016), who 

visited Argentina in 2016, the developments of gendered laws are positive, but women are still 

victims of violence. Furthermore, in the case of Argentina, she argues that there is a lack of 

implementation of international and national standards. There is especially great variation on 

the implementation of these laws between the provinces. Additionally, Šimonović received 

numerous reports on police officers refusing to take reports from victims of domestic violence. 

Reports also revealed how numerous judges fail to protect victims of gender-based violence. 

Furthermore, she stresses how patriarchal attitudes and gender stereotypes generate a culture 

for accepting gender-based violence, and where domestic violence is seen as a “private” matter 

and not a concern of the Argentine state. Her concluding remarks stress that there is still a long 

way to go before women rights and gender equality becomes a reality in Argentina.   

 

2.4 The women´s movement in Argentina  

Argentina has been in the forefront in the fight for women´s rights and gender equality in the 

region. The description of the Argentine women´s movements political history and struggles 

will place the emergence of Ni Una Menos in a broader historical and political context. This 
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description is not extensive but will map out some important aspects of the women´s movement 

in Argentina.  

In Argentina, feminism started emerging during the consolidation of the modern Argentine 

State between 1880 and 1990. During this period the country was undergoing a process of 

industrialization and economic growth which resulted in the demand for more labor force. 

Consequently, the state opened up for mass immigration from various European countries, 

particularly from Italy, Spain, Germany and France. In 1914, Argentina had become the country 

with the highest ratio of immigrants to indigenous population in the world (Solberg 1970 in 

Molyneux 1986:120). The process of industrialization and immigration resulted in a growing 

working class, where women were able to have a more active role in the public spheres, 

particularly in work and education. Additionally, feminist ideas from Europe were brought to 

Argentina through immigration. 

The first Argentine feminists were anarchists inspired by anarchist movements from Eastern 

Europe. They differed from feminism found in other parts of Latin America in that they 

combined feminist ideas with working class issues. In contrast, other Latin American focused 

primarily on educating middle class women. The anarchist feminists wanted “free love”, and 

criticized the nuclear family as an institution, the machismo and authoritarianism. However, 

their “radical” views were only able to convoke a small group of women activists. In the 

beginning of the 20th century, the Socialist Party started convoking a broader specter of women 

demanding equal rights, better education and reform of the Civil Code. The socialist feminists 

were less radical than the anarchists and did not question the traditional institutions as for 

instance the church (Molyneux 1986). In 1910, the first feminine congress was arranged in 

Buenos Aires, were they discussed among other things, education, civil rights and political 

rights for women. The congress marked an important step for women mobilization in South 

America (Potthast 2008: 74). 

In the late 1940s and the beginning of the 1950s, women´s political rights expanded in 

Argentina. In the struggle for women´s suffrage many women´s parties and pressure groups 

were founded. One well-known political party in this period was the Partido Peronista 

Femenino (Women´s Peronist Party: PPF), founded by Evita Perón, President Peron’s second 

wife. The PPF was active in the fight for women´s suffrage.  In 1947, Argentine women were 

granted electoral suffrage, one year after the election of Juan Domingo Perón. Many give Eva 

Perón the credit for winning the vote for women, even though is important to underline that 
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there was a struggle for the vote by feminist groups before she became a prominent political 

figure (Craske 1999:58). In 1951, as a direct consequence of lobbying by Eva Peròn, the 

Peronist Party used gender quotas for congressional elections. The same year, twenty-nine 

women Peronists were elected to the parliament which made Argentina the country with the 

highest representation of women at the governmental level at that time throughout the world 

(Jones 1998 in Gray 2018:5). These two events marked an important step for women´s political 

representation in Argentina.  

The military dictatorship between 1976-1983, and especially the transition to democracy was 

also an important period for women´s movements in Argentina. In Argentina as in other Latin 

American countries, women had an active role in political mobilizations for political parties 

and armed movements in opposition of the dictatorship. The military junta wanted to end all 

feminist activities and other political activities, and many women activists were killed or exiled 

to other countries during the dictatorship. During this period the Madres de Plaza de Mayo 

(Translated to The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo) emerged to demand justice and answers of 

the disappearance of between 9000 and 30 000 people3 during the military dictatorship, many 

of which were political activists. Around one third of the “disappeared” were young women 

and shows how women had become an important political force in opposition to the military 

regime.  The Madres de Plaza de Mayo have ever since the 70s met up every Thursday at the 

May Square to condemn the dictatorship and other forms of state violence. They marked an 

important step for women taking to the streets in Argentina. However, they did not question the 

traditional gender roles in Argentine society and used them for what they were worth. The 

common denominator of all early women´s movements in the Southern Cone was Motherhood 

and the early women movements did not question traditional gender roles as such, but rather 

argued on the basis of women needing laws protecting them as mothers, as well as for their 

social and biological disadvantages as women (Potthast 2008). According to Potthast (2008:71) 

the defects of democracy and the role of women became visible during when women played an 

important role in the resistance against military regimes and the transition to democracy.  

                                                 
3 There does not exist and exhaustive list of the numbers of disappeared during the military regime in 
Argentina, but according to the Nunca Más report from The Commission on Disappeared People around 9000 
people disappeared (CONADEP 1984)  
Human right´s movements, like the mothers of the may square, state that the numbers of disappeared were 
around 30 000 people (Mother of the Plaza de Mayo 2016).  
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In the 1990s, discussions around the body and sexuality started to blossom, and Argentina’s 

women movements started discussing and denouncing domestic violence and unwanted 

pregnancy. Feminists started questioning the male superiority and the power in gender relations 

in the public as well as the domestic spheres (Potthast 2008).  

In the 21st century the Argentina women´s movements have included other feminist issues in 

their work. In 2004, the Campaña Nacional por el Derecho Al Aborto Legal Seguro y Gratuito 

(Translated to: National Campaign for Legal, Safe and Free Abortion, n.d) was founded by 

women´s movements after meetings held under the ENM. The campaign is supported by a vast 

group of organizations, social movements, students, academics and self-convoked participants, 

and fights for the legalization of abortion in Argentina. In 2018, a bill was passed by the lower 

house of Congress to legalize abortion but was later on rejected by conservative forces in the 

Argentina Senate (Politi & Lodoño). The Ni Una Menos demonstrations has since 2015 

mobilized a broad sector of society to condemn gender-based violence and other issues related 

to women rights in Argentina society. 2017 marked the thirty-second meeting of the Encuentro 

Nacional de Mujeres (ENM), the Annual Meeting for Women, which takes place in different 

cities of country were women activists come together from all over the country to discuss issues 

regarding women’s position and rights in Argentina. The ENM 2017 was organized in el Chaco 

and more than 70 000 women participated. The biggest turnout so far (Clarín 2017). 

Furthermore, the 8th of March 2018 a historical International Women´s Strike was organized all 

over the country (InfoBae 2018). These social mobilizations and meetings organized by women 

during the past decade in Argentina reflect a society in discontent and an ongoing need and 

growing demand for change and improvement for women´s situation and other discriminated 

groups. 
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3 Theoretical framework  

This study is explorative and seeks to obtain knowledge about the Ni Una Menos movement 

from a participant’s point of view. Therefore, I have chosen to focus on various social 

movement theories and debates, instead of one specific theory or debate. I have pursued to take 

into account the Latin American context when searching for theories, given that the Latin 

American countries are post-colonial countries4 and have encountered different political, 

economic, social and cultural challenges than the western countries.   

The following chapter will first present a theoretical framework to structure the findings of this 

thesis. The common denominator in this chapter is social movement theory and debates. First, 

the concept social movement will be elaborated and defined. Second, I will present some 

literature on social movements repertoires of contention, with a special emphasis on social 

media as tools for protest. Following this, I will introduce four social movement theories that 

are of relevance for this thesis; The relative deprivation theory, the resource mobilization 

model, the political process model and the new social movement theory, Finally, I will present 

some important debates around the impacts of social movements. All these theories and debates 

are considered of importance to answer my research question, which pursues to understand 

from a participant point of view the Ni Una Menos movement, its internal dynamics, the 

relationship between this social movement and important institutional actors, and the impact is 

has had so far in Argentine society.  

 

3.1 Defining social movements 

There is no general agreement on the definition of the concept social movement. Defining this 

concept is important to understand why I have chosen to define the social phenomena Ni Una 

Menos as such. 

A common denominator among social movement definitions is that they underline how the 

movement engages in conflicts with one or many opponents. Some researchers define conflicts 

                                                 
4 Post-colonialism refers to the effect’s colonialism has had and still has on societies and cultures which were 
previously colonized (Postcolonialism 2018)  
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as opposing to established institutions, this excludes movements which seek to reform an 

institution. Another more open definition defines social movements, as social processes that 

challenge or defends existing institutions (Kriesi 2014:26). In this study I have chosen to take 

in use the definition of Della Porta & Diani (2006:20-25), two well-known researchers in the 

social movement field. Their definition grasps different elements of a social movement and is 

broad enough to include many types of social movements, both those wanting to reform or 

oppose existing institutions. They define a social movement a social process which consists of 

mechanisms participants use to engage in collective action. Furthermore, they enunciate that 

for a social process of collective action to be defined as a social movement it must consist of at 

least the three following elements: A conflictual relation between identified opponents, the 

participants must be linked by dense informal networks and they must share a distinct collective 

identity. 

Conflictual collective action: 

A conflictual relation between identified opponents implies that the social movement actors 

seek to promote or oppose social change. A social movement usually emerges seeking social 

change which makes it come into conflict with other actors seeking the control of the same 

power. The conflicts may be over political, economic or cultural power, or a combination of all 

of them. A social movement arises because of a large group´s interests not being represented in 

the political realm. 

Dense informal networks: 

Another important element of a social movement is that it is characterized by dense informal 

inter-organizational networks. That is that both individuals and organized agents engage 

together in sustained exchanges of resources to pursue one or more common goals. 

Consequently, no single participant can say they represent a movement, and organizations, 

political parties and interest groups which are more formally constituted than a social movement 

can all be part of a social movement. Furthermore, an important consequence of these informal 

networks is that skilled individuals have more opportunities to play an independent role in the 

political process than in the cases of more formal types of organization, like political parties.  
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Collective identity:  

The activists participating in a movement are connected to one another and share a common 

goal. There must exist a sense of common purpose and shared commitment to a cause for a 

social movement to exist. This enables individual activists and/or organizations to consider 

themselves linked to other participants in a broader collective mobilization.  

Diani and Della Porta (2006:20-25) also mention other important aspects that are characteristic 

of social movement, for example the membership criteria. To become a member of a social 

movement there are no formal regulations. The membership criteria are extremely unstable and 

generally dependent on mutual recognition between participants of the movement. 

Additionally, episodic events of protest or single campaigns which do not have a certain 

duration in time are not considered social movements. Social movements have to have a series 

of protest events that have a duration in time and that are produced by less stable networks of 

organizational actors.   

 

3.2 Social movement theory 

Research on grassroot activism started in the 1960s and is an important arena of investigation 

for social scientists. There is a vast amount of literature arguing for the importance of social 

movements in democratic societies, addressing both emergence, development and outcomes. 

Many scholars consider social movements important for social and political change (Tarrow 

1994; Della Porta and Diani 2006; Diani and Bison 2004: Giugni 1999). According to Meyer 

and Tarrow (1998 in Kriesi 2014: 268), social protest is becoming an important part of modern 

life. Social protest is used more frequently, by a diverse range of individuals, and represents a 

wider range of societies’ demands than before. In addition, state professionalization and 

institutionalization has made social movements an important instrument within the realm of 

conventional politics. They describe contemporary society as a “movement society”. 

As a consequence of the emergence of social movements in different historical moments, social 

movement theories have emerged to explain the emergence and dynamics of this social 

phenomena. The following sections will present the relative deprivation theory, the resource 

mobilization they, the political process model, new social movement theory and identity theory. 
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These are theories that I consider relevant to portray the findings of my research and for 

explaining the emergence and mobilization of the Ni Una Menos movement.  

3.2.1 The relative deprivation theory 

The classical model also called the structuralist-functionalist approach is a set of theories which 

explain the emergence of social movements with structural strains and breakdowns, and how 

individuals act spontaneously, emotionally and irrational because of social distress, and social 

movements emerge to palliate the distress (Kriesi 2014: 271). One well-known theory 

originating from this approach is the relative deprivation theory. The relative deprivation theory 

explains how collective discontent and mobilization is caused by a sense of relative deprivation. 

The emergence of social movement is explained as a result of a group of individuals in society 

feeling deprived of a specific good, service, or resource in relation to other groups in society 

(Gurr 1970). According to McAdam (1982 in Kriesi 2014), there are various limitations with 

this theory with regards to the emergence of social movements. First of all, the theory cannot 

explain why in some cases deprivation does not result in the emergence of a social movement. 

Secondly, it is very deterministic and forgets to consider the role of political actors and the 

political context. Thirdly, it focuses only on individual perceptions of discontent and ignores 

the collective aspect of social movements. Hence, the relative deprivation theory can provide a 

partial explanation for the emergence of a social movement, but is not sufficient explanation of 

its emergence.  

3.2.2 Resource mobilization model 

Structural tension does not necessarily lead to social mobilization, for instance, unemployment 

may in fact prevent more than facilitate social protest. Societal conditions may as a matter of 

fact have important indirect effects on social mobilization, where distribution of resources such 

as education can be conductive for participation in collective action (Della Porta and Diani 

2006:35). This can be linked to the resource mobilization model which was the dominant 

paradigm for social movement research in the 1970s. The resource mobilization model 

considers grievances as secondary for explaining the emergence of social movements. The 

model holds that discontent is constant over time and thus inadequate to fully explain the 

emergence and success of social movements. The dominant argument for collective action is 

that it is a result of increase in level of resources available to support collective protest activities. 
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Social movements are considered a normal and rational way to confront political challenges by 

aggrieved groups, and not spontaneous and irrational. Hence, the line between social 

movements and conventional politics is not as clear cut as above. Solidarity and organization 

are considered key components in this theory. Another aspect of this theory is how it explains 

recruitment, motivation and participation in a social movement. Here, individuals are defined 

as rational actors who weighs the benefits and costs before choosing to participate. The problem 

here lies in the free-rider dilemma where non-participants may enjoy the benefits without 

having to participate. Considering individuals as rational entities has been criticized by those 

who sustain that individuals may also join a movement because of morality, purposive and 

solidarity (Kriesi 2014: 271-272). Buechler (1993: 231-232) presents an extensive review of 

the shortcomings of the resource mobilization model exemplified by the women’s movement 

in the United States. She states how creation of a collective identity, movement diversity and 

cultural construction are three processes that are not included in the theory and that also may 

explain the emergence, dynamics and success of a social movement. Furthermore, she holds 

the view that avoiding these social processes limits the ability to further the understanding of 

the complex features of many social movements.  

3.2.3 Political process model 

The political process or political opportunity approach alludes to the importance of political 

context when explaining the success or failure of a social movement. The key element in this 

approach is how the emergence, mobilization, advancing certain demands rather than others, 

strategies, tactics and impacts of a social movement depends on context (Meyer 2004). Costain 

(1992 in Meyer 2004) shows how the emergence of women in higher education and the work 

force, as well as government openness, more congressional attention to discrimination against 

women, encouraged and legitimized activism, helped increase success of the women´s 

movement in the United States. Another important dimension of this theory is how social 

mobilization may lead to policy reforms. The political opportunity approach has been criticized 

for being so broad when referring to political opportunities that everything can be considered 

part of a political opportunity structure. Another critique has been that the approach fails to 

acknowledge the importance of individual agency in social movements (Meyer 2004).   
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3.2.4 New social movements 

During the 1980s new social movements (NSM) were emerging, resulting in a reorientation in 

the study of social movements. The “old” social movements were generally explained from a 

Marxist and structuralist point of view, where social mobilization was mainly considered a 

result of class conflict. The NSMs theories emerged in the post-industrial era and explains social 

action as based on personal and social identity. Movements addressing issues related to 

women´s rights, gender relations, environmental issues, ethnicity, migration and solidarity are 

referred to as NSMs. The NSM theory marks an end of the separation between the public and 

private sphere, where the lines are not as clear cut as before. In addition, the NSMs are 

characterized for primarily focusing on generating solidarity between their participants, and 

less focused on conquering political power. The centrality of the body has played an important 

role in many NSMs. For instance, the women´s movements address the body as a nexus of 

interpersonal relationships (Melucci 1980). Della Porta and Diani (2006: 55-62), emphasize 

how many scholars have addressed the emergence of NSM in relation to the emergence of a 

new middle class. The new middle class has been actively present in new movements. This may 

have to do with that belonging to a middle class per se facilitates voicing one´s concerns and 

implies having some resources to invest in political action.  (Della Porta and Diani 2006: 62).  

There are also exposed various criticisms with regards to the NSM theory. First of all, many 

scholars hold that the NMS theory took as foundational characteristics of new social movements 

certain traits that were not necessarily new and far from generalizable, such as activists middle 

class origins, or loose organizational forms (Della Porta and Diani 2006: 11). In relation to the 

Latin American contexts, some scholars hold that separating between “old” and “new” social 

movements” as unfavorable. This because Latin American countries still face many structural 

challenges related to work-relations, poverty, food supplies and water supplies, and because 

Latin American social movements usually address both social, economic, political and cultural 

rights (Stahler-Sholk, Vanden & Kuecker 2008:3). For example, Reiter (2011) states that Latin 

America in contrast with Europe has not experienced the postmaterialist turn, and therefore 

“new social movements” focusing only on the identity-based aspect cannot be transferred to a 

Latin American context. Fuentes and Frank (1989 in Stahler-Sholk et al 2008:4) suggest a more 

dynamic and interactive process of movements which have adopted to new forms of the state 

and market. They explain changes in society with the emergence of global capitalism and 

neoliberal restructuration.    
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“The region is witnessing a sea change in politics and participation and that these new 

movements have taken full advantage of postcolonial definitions of agenda and citizenship, the 

internet and other globalized communication, transnational networks of resistance, and the 

political space that democratization has provided” (Stahler-Sholk, Vanden et al. 2008:4) 

Furthermore, they hold that since the 1980s there has been a tendency of social movements to 

seek autonomy from conventional political institutions, to be more attentive to a horizontal and 

participatory process in decision making and seek solidarity and social justice (Stahler-Sholk, 

Vanden et al. 2008:4). These are all characteristics of social movements seeking to be 

independent and all-including social phenomenon.  

3.2.5 Identity-approach 

Collective identity is a concept commonplace in social movement theories, especially when 

referring to the emergence of NSMs, which are described as identity-based. Della Porta and 

Diani (2006:24) considers that a social movement identity dynamic is emerging when groups 

and/ or individuals feel part of a collectivity, and identify a set of shared elements, and hold 

other social or political actors responsible for the current states of affairs being challenged. 

These identities formed by groupings/individuals are usually defined in reference to specific 

social traits, for example, class, gender, ethnicity and sexual orientation. Moreover, identity can 

also be on the basis of shared orientations, values, world views, shared experiences of action, 

and usually social movement identities are multiple and inclusive. The existence of feelings of 

identity and collective solidarity facilitates the risk and uncertainties related to collective action 

(Della Porta and Diani 2006:89-114). Buechler (1993: 13), when questioning the resource 

mobilization theory, talks about how social construction of a collective identity that gives 

meaning can be a fundamental reason for individuals to mobilize and explain the persistence of 

many mobilizations.  

 

3.3 Tools of protest 

In their definition of a social movement, Della Porta and Diani (2006:20) state that a social 

movement is a social process where participants use mechanisms to engage in collective action. 

Mechanisms refers to the different recourses a movement takes in use to convoke people. Tilly 



22 

 

(1986:1-4) elaborated the notion repertoires of contention to describe the tools of protest and 

action a particular group makes use of in making demands to other individuals or groups. 

Moreover, he underlined how different groups would use the same repertoires of contention 

and concluded by expressing the possibility to talk about a general repertoire of contention in a 

population at a specific time and space. Tilly also stated how repertoires of contention could be 

limiting, because people tend to turn to familiar tools for action instead of creating new forms 

of contention that may be more powerful in a specific moment.  

Social movements may use direct action against authorities. However, they generally center 

their attention on indirect forms of action aimed at getting powerholders attention and thus 

making them act on the movement’s demands. Consequently, the repertoires of contention are 

usually indirect forms of action, and the following tools have been put to use in varying degree 

by social movements since the 19th century.  

“…Characteristic displays include creation of special-purpose associations, lobbying of 

officials, public meetings, demonstrations, marches, petitions, pamphlets, statements in mass 

media, posting or wearing of identifying signs, and adoption of distinctive slogans…” (Tilly 

1993-1994:8)  

The abovementioned tools are forms of contention put to use outside the conventional political 

institutions. According to Della Porta and Diani (2006: 24-29), movements are in general 

known for engaging in non-institutionalized collective action, because they usually do not have 

regular access to decision-making arenas. Social movements commonly draw attention to their 

cause by mobilizing in the public sphere and addressing the public opinion, for example by 

organizing mass demonstrations and other public interventions outside conventional politics. 

Tarrow (2011:7-11) describes how the forms of collective action put to use by social 

movements is what differentiates them from other forms of organization. Social movements are 

characterized by activists who do not have access to the conventional institutions, and therefore 

use contentious collective forms of action to present their demands. The forms of action are 

described as contentious because they act outside representative institutions and challenge 

authorities. The most known forms of action are occupations of public buildings, 

demonstrations, marches, land occupations and blockages of roads. 
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3.4 Waves of feminism 

Feminist scholars have traditionally identified three historical periods, also referred to as waves, 

of the women´s movement. The three waves of feminism express important political and 

historical struggles of the women’s movements globally, although specific feminist struggles 

vary with the political and historical context of a country. For instance, in the Latin American 

context the belief that women have a different mission then men, alluding to motherhood, 

differentiated these feminist movement from those in the United Kingdom and the United 

States, which were more focused on gender equality and less focused on gender differences 

(Craske 1999: 168). However, in the present there exists a diverse range of women´s 

movements in Latin America, many which questions the supposedly “natural” gender 

differences (Mujeres del sur 2017).   

The first wave of feminism refers to the period roughly between 1830 to 1920. In this period, 

legal and social equality of women was on the feminist political agenda, and two major political 

struggles were women’s right to vote and property rights for women (Gilis n.d). Miller (1900 

in Shayne 2007) argues the that the division of the first and second feminism does not entirely 

fit in the Latin American context, because many Latin American countries did not gain the right 

to vote until the end of the 1960s, and therefore mobilized around these issues much longer. In 

between the 1920s and the 1960s, the second wave of feminism emerged. This wave addressed 

a wider range of issues than the first wave of feminism and questioned traditional 

presuppositions about gender and sexuality. The issues grasped by the second wave were 

diverse and addressed issues such as sexuality, family, the workplace, reproductive rights and 

inequalities. The second wave of feminism also took a strong stance against domestic violence 

and sexual harassment, and fought for women’s right to bodily autonomy and ownership of 

their own sexuality (Craske 1999: 172). In the 1990s, the third wave of feminism emerged, this 

wave rejected the earlier waves of feminism for not emphasizing the intersectionality of 

identity, and regarded race, social class, transgender rights and sexual liberation as central 

issues. The redefinition of what feminism is, individualism and diversity were important 

debates in this period (Gillis n.d). The three waves of feminism, particularly the second and 

third, are still of relevance for political activism and mobilization of women’s movements 

worldwide. 
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3.4.1 The Internet age and the fourth wave of feminism 

During the last two decades there has been an increase in the usage of the Internet, mobile 

phones, blogs, and social network media in generating social mobilization and engaging in 

social protest. Individuals are more than ever using technology as a tool for emancipation. The 

Internet and social network media, especially Twitter and Facebook, have become important 

tools for quick communication in periods of protest. New information and communication 

technologies (ICTs) have emerged as important tools to facilitate communication and 

coordination between activists of social movements both in Western societies and postcolonial 

countries (Moghadam 2013: 8-12). According to Norris (2002 in Rolfe 2005:69), the Internet 

has facilitated the transfer of protest ideas and tactics globally. Aelst & Walgrave (2007: 466) 

state how ICTs are an important tool for mobilization because they lower the costs for 

networking, they reach many people and networks, and increase the levels of participation. 

However, Etzioni and Etzioni (1999 in Aelst & Walgrave 466) state that a combination of 

virtual contact and face to face contact are important tools for social movements. When social 

movements meet face to face and maintain some shared values, they improve or maintain 

bonding on social media. Other studies sustain that there is little evidence that the Internet will 

replace traditional forms of protest (Pickerill 2011; Smith and Smythe 2011 in Aelst & 

Walgrave 2007:487). 

There have also been discussions of the internet age and feminism, and whether there has 

emerged a fourth wave of feminism. According to Cochrane (2013), there has been a resurgence 

of interest in feminism since 2012, which is particularly associated with the use of social media. 

She states that there has emerged a fourth wave of feminism that combines all the previous 

waves of feminism and is especially characterized by the use of technology. The feminist 

activists of the fourth wave of feminism use social media, for example Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram, Youtube etc., as tools for protest to challenge misogyny and promote gender 

equality. Munro (2013) is more reluctant to state that there has emerged a fourth wave of 

feminism. The increase of usage of the internet does not necessarily mark a new era of 

feminism. However, they agree that contemporary feminism is characterized by its diversity of 

purpose, and what seems to be its main constant is its reliance on the internet.  They explain 

how the internet has created a global community of feminists, where the internet is used as a 

tool for discussion and activism.  
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3.5 How do social movements matter? 

Social movements are significant actors in the process of social and political change. Therefore, 

when studying a social movement, it is important to understand why and how collective protest 

by social actors with relatively little power may be effective. What are their consequences? 

How do they matter? There is a lack of academic research on the impact of social movements 

in comparison to the study of the developments and origins of social movements (Giugni 1999: 

XIII). The reasons for this are various, according to Giugni (1999: XX-XXVI), there are three 

issues which appear when defining and determining the impacts of social movements. Firstly, 

in regard to a movement’s outcome, which is usually measured in terms of success or failure, 

what has usually been studied is observable changes in relation to the movement demands. The 

problem with measuring social movements outcome is that it presupposes that social 

movements are homogenous entities, and this is usually not the case. There is generally little 

agreement within a movement as to what goals must be pursued. Moreover, success raises the 

problem of subjectivity and relativity. For instance, what one political party defines as success 

may not be what another organization defines as success, even though both actors participate 

in the same social movement. Another problem with measuring a social movements impact is 

that even though social movements may aim at specific efforts for social change, their 

consequences are often unintended and are not always related to their demands. They often 

often produce consequences that are broader than their specific goals, and that are often 

unanticipated. Secondly, there is the problem of causality. It is difficult and maybe even at times 

impossible to establish a causal link between a specific movement and an observed change. 

How can we be sure that an observed change is the result of a social movement’s mobilization 

and no other variables in society? Thirdly, many researchers focus only on policy outcomes.  

However, social movements may also produce change by altering the power relations between 

challenges and authorities, by forcing policy change and by provoking durable systematic 

changes, both on the social and cultural level. As for impact on a structural and cultural level, 

according to Taylor and Whittier (1995:66 in Giugni 1999: XXIII), social change may happen 

in the realms of culture, identity and everyday life, as well as, in direct engagement with the 

state. Particularly, in new social movements, which have a strong cultural orientation, social 

mobilization may result in a strengthening of internal solidarity and identities, the creation of 

countercultures and changes in public attitudes towards a given issue. Hence, social movements 

do not only affect state or political institutions but may also produce institutional change on the 
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social and cultural level and redefine social relations and structures and symbolic element that 

justify them (Giugni 1999). As described above, the impacts social movements have are 

multiple, and not always easy to measure. 

According to Della Porta and Diani (2006:294) social movement may contribute to 

democratization when they explicitly demand increase in equality and protection for minorities. 

There are especially two impacts on a social and cultural level that are of relevance for this 

particular study. The impact social movements have as democratic educators, generating 

awareness around an issue, and generating the possibility to use gender conscious terminology 

and put words on what was happening in Argentine society. These impacts affect the public 

opinion and restructures individual’s mindset.  
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4 Methodology  

The purpose of this chapter is to outline the methodological framework used in this study to 

answer the research questions. I chose a qualitative research design, based on preliminary work 

before initiating the field work and the research project’s objectives. The main method used for 

collecting data has been through semi-structured interviews of participants of the Ni Una Menos 

movement. Albeit, I have also conducted participant observation and used written sources to 

complement my findings.  

Firstly, I will present why I have chosen to put to use a qualitative research design. Secondly, 

the semi-structured interviews and the interviewing process will be mapped out, followed by a 

presentation of the observation conducted during my fieldwork and other sources used in this 

study. Thirdly, reflections, shortcomings and ethical aspects taking into consideration during 

and after the research process will be discussed. Finally, I will present how I analyzed the 

collected data.   

 

4.1 Qualitative research design  

The main goal of this investigation is to give voice to the participants of the Ni Una Menos 

movement, and through the participants perspectives obtain a broader understanding of what 

the movement is about, its dynamics with central institutional actors and its significance in 

contemporary Argentine society. It is essentially an open and explorative study where the 

purpose is to obtain more in-depth knowledge about the movement through the participants 

lenses.  

A research design is the set of methods and strategies used from the beginning to the end to 

answer a research question (Johannessen, Tufte & Christoffersen 2016: 69). Based on the 

objectives of this research project I decided upon a qualitative research design. A qualitative 

research design is useful when the objective of the research is to gather as much information as 

possible with a reduced number of informants. It is also considered a more adequate research 

design when pursuing in-depth knowledge on a social phenomenon, and/or when studying 

individual´s system of beliefs and points of views (Ragin & Amoroso 2011: 111; Johannessen 

et.al 2016:114). Ragin and Amoroso (2011: 113-116) argue that there are three main purposes 
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of qualitative research; To give voice, to interpret cultural or historically significant phenomena 

and/or to advance theory. Another important characteristic of many qualitative research designs 

is that they are usually explorative. An explorative approach implies that research questions are 

usually not elaborated before after conducting the fieldwork (Fangen 2010: 33). In the case of 

this study, the purpose has been to pursue in-depth knowledge of the Ni Una Menos movement, 

to obtain an understanding of the participants point of views, and to elaborate research questions 

based on the collected data. For these reasons, I have chosen to employ a qualitative research 

design with an open and explorative approach to answer the research question. The main 

method for obtaining data has been through semi-structured interviews. Nevertheless, 

participant observation and written documents are also data collected during this investigation.  

4.1.1 Preliminary work 

Before heading to Argentina to proceed with the field work, I did some preliminary work to 

gather information about the Ni Una Menos movement. First, I started reflecting and writing 

down reflections around the two Ni Una Menos demonstrations I had attended when I was an 

exchange student in Buenos Aires. What did the movement fight for? Who participated? What 

were my impressions of the movement in general? I also started searching for information about 

the movement on the internet, entering the movement´s official website, and following the Ni 

Una Menos collective on Twitter and Facebook. I consider the official website and social media 

used by the movement as a condensed representation of what the movement represents and 

therefore fundamental to understand it. Additionally, I read newspaper articles and academic 

articles which mentioned Ni Una Menos. All the sources I have used have undergone source 

criticism, keeping in mind who had written the sources and for what purpose. This to quality 

proof the research (Bratberg 2014:140). It should be noted that the Ni Una Menos movement is 

relatively new, three years ongoing, which was reflected in the availability of both primary and 

secondary sources. Most of the available literature found on Ni Una Menos is journalistic 

literature. Other relevant research pursued were on social movement theories and the women´s 

movement. The preliminary work I did on the movement gave me a sense of who it would be 

fruitful and interesting to interview, and it also made me more attentive to see if any Ni Una 

Menos demonstrations were convoked during my stay in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

According to Fangen (2010:47), we all have presuppositions when initiating a research. These 

presuppositions will be modified during the research process and being aware of our 
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presuppositions makes us more conscious of where we are positioned and what we may expect 

and may not expect to find. The ideal is to go into the field with an open mind, but at the same 

with enough knowledge to approach the field in a constructive manner. The preliminary work 

conducted before entering the field was intended to obtain enough knowledge about the 

movement, and to become more conscious around my presuppositions when collecting data and 

analyzing it.  

 

4.2 Qualitative interviews - In-depth semi-structured 

interviews 

The purpose of this investigation was to obtain the participants perspectives and reflections 

about the Ni Una Menos movement. I therefore chose to collect information from different 

participants of the movement through qualitative and semi-structured interviews. There are 

many advantages of using qualitative interviews to collect data. A qualitative interview is a 

flexible method to collect data, because it can be conducted almost anywhere. In addition, it 

gives rich information and detailed description of the social phenomena being studied 

(Johannessen et al. 2006:145). Another advantage of using qualitative interviews is that this 

method collects information on how individuals subjectively perceive the phenomena being 

studied (Ragin & Amoroso 2011:122). These features of qualitive interviews were important 

for choosing this method to collect data.  

Before finding informants and starting the interviews, I made an interview guide based on 

previous knowledge and preconceptions I had about the movement. Here I put to use official 

sources and read about theories on social movements, and I also started reflecting on my 

experiences participating in some of the Ni Una Menos demonstrations. The interview guide 

(See appendix A for interview guide) was open for change during the interviewing process, and 

I would often ask to follow-up questions depending on the informant’s answers and what they 

emphasized as important during the interviews. For instance, many informants would state that 

the incumbent right-wing government with Mauricio Macri as president was not protecting 

women’s rights. Consequently, I would follow-up by asking whether they had noticed a 

difference between the current presidency of Mauricio Macri and the former presidency of 

Cristina Fernández Kirchner.  
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There are many ways of conducting an interview, and it can span from a continuum of being 

structured to unstructured. A structured interview uses an interview guide with coded answer 

options during the interviewing process, this is typical for quantitative research. In contrast, an 

unstructured interview is informal and asks questions around a topic, but without pursuing an 

order or asking all informants the same questions. In between structured and unstructured 

interviews there are semi-structured interviews. A semi-structured interview follows an 

interview guide, but the questions, topics and order may vary (Lotherington 1990, Johannessen 

et al 2016). According to Johannessen et al. (2016:148), in depth semi-structured interviews 

have the advantage that they ask open question which gives the informants space to express 

themselves more freely, the informants can reconstruct occurrences, the researchers can make 

custom-made interviews for the informants, and the interviews can uncover the nuances and 

complexities which exist in social phenomena. Hence, this type of interview gives space for 

making changes during the interview process, while also having an interview guide that leads 

the informant and interviewer. The disadvantages with this type of interview is that it requires 

a lot of time to obtain systemized information and is dependent of the interviewer’s ability to 

handle this type of situation (Lotherington 2010). During my interviews I did not experience 

any problems with informants not being able to handle the interviewing process, in the sense 

that they did not in any way seem stressed or reluctant in answering any questions.  

4.2.1 Selecting informants 

The manner of deciding which informants to interview is a fundamental part of the research-

design. In a quantitative design representative samples are required, in contrast, in a qualitative 

research design a representative sample is not possible to obtain, and it is not the objective of 

the research. The main objective is to find good examples and reflections that show different 

sides of the case being studied (Fangen 2010:47-57). The selection of informants should take 

into consideration the objective of the research project and the research question(s). The unit of 

observation that you want to study, for instance, an organization, a social network, a social 

movement, is primordial when selecting informants (Fangen 2010:52-53). All these elements 

were taken into consideration when selecting informants for this study. 

In this study, I wanted to pursue more in-depth knowledge about the Ni Una Menos movement 

from a participant’s point of view. Therefore, the natural choice was to find different activists 

of the movement. An activist of Ni Una Menos is here defined in a broad sense as anyone who 
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promotes and feels part of the movement, from those who are self-convoked and go to the 

demonstrations, to people who support the movement via a political, philosophical or religious 

aggrupation’s, organizations, syndicates etc. Moreover, Ni Una Menos as most social 

movements is very heterogenous, and therefore it was important to gather information from a 

wide spectre of different activists from a diverse range of backgrounds and ages. Thus to ensure 

the highest possible degree of representativeness in the case studied 

That said, I based my selection of informants on accessibility and relevance, the most important 

criterion being that the informants had to feel part of the Ni Una Menos movement. All selected 

informants have participated in the Ni Una Menos demonstrations, the degree of activism in the 

movement, however, is varying. Some of the informants are or have been members of the Ni 

Una Menos collective or are feminist activists, while others participate at the demonstrations 

supporting the causes, but are not necessarily active in any political party, organization or 

syndicate.  

The site of study was also taken into consideration before initiating the fieldwork. Where is it 

fruitful to gather relevant informant? And what resources and time frame is at my disposal? As 

mentioned previously, I did some preliminary work before entering the field, and quickly 

decided to limit my study to Buenos Aires, Argentina. The main reason for this was that the 

movement emerged in Buenos Aires, and many of the initiators of the movement and other 

participants live there. According to Schatzmann & Strauss (1973 in Fangen 2010:52) 

qualitative research puts to use selective samples when choosing informants, which implies that 

you get to know the field before entering it, and obtain knowledge about potential sites and 

environments to contact during the field work. 

The selection size is also important to take into account during the interviewing process. In a 

qualitative research, the objective is to obtain as much information as possible from a reduced 

number of samples- in this case - informants. According to Malterud (2011 in Johannessen et 

al 2016:114), it is not unusual with a selection of between 10-25 informants. Albeit, the number 

of informants can be limitless there is usually limited time and resource when conducting a 

research project. There is usually a point of saturation during the data collection where there is 

no point in finding more informants because it most likely will not give more information about 

the topic being studied. The principle is rather to focus on relevance rather than amount when 

choosing selection size (Johannessen et al 2016: 114-116). In my case I started seeing patterns 

and issues repeating themselves after around ten interviews. Every new informant did however 
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contribute with new reflections and I am not sure if I met a point of saturation. I did, however, 

choose to stop at informant sixteen because I needed time to transcribe and process all the 

interviews, and believed this amount was enough to obtain rich information about the Ni Una 

Menos movement. 

The sampling technique used to recruit participants in this research was purposive sampling, 

implying that there was a non-random selection of participants in relation to the objective of 

the research project (Johannessen et al. 2016:116). In this research the objective was to obtain 

information from the participants of the Ni Una Menos movement. I used snowball-sampling, 

recruiting informants who knew a lot about the movement and asking them to put me in contact 

with other relevant informants (Johannessen et al. 2016:119), in combination with the personal 

recruitment of important activists of the movement. I started out by contacting some 

acquaintances whom I knew had participated in the movement and asked them if they were 

interested in being interviewed. Then I asked these for further suggestions of who I could 

interview. The ball started rolling and new informants were contacted. The first informants I 

encountered were in my age group and for the most part students, but I also wanted to interview 

other people from different age groups and backgrounds that participated in the movement. I 

therefore started contacting different activists from the Ni Una Menos collective and other 

feminist activists I had read about through Facebook and WhatsApp. I contacted my informants 

via several different channels: Facebook, WhatsApp (Audio messages), going to social events 

and demonstrations, and via telephone numbers that some of my informants gave me. I met 

them in different settings, but always letting the informant decide which place to meet. I always 

considered the relevance of the informants, even though some became more relevant than 

others.   

People I talked to during the recruitment process were very kind and gave me advice on who I 

could interview and how to get in contact with possible informants. Most of the people I 

contacted were interested in the project, while some were busy, sick or answered me and then 

did not show up for the interview. In general, getting in contact with informants for my project 

was a positive experience. Due to the fact that I have lived in Argentina for many years and 

have an understanding of the culture, I knew that flexibility was important to keep in mind when 

arranging the time and place for meeting the informants. Therefore, I would always give them 

a variety of options to choose from to meet, and if an interview was cancelled by my informants 

I would rearrange the meeting as quickly as possible so that they would not forget. After having 
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conducted several interviews, I noticed that an issue which was discussed by many was 

Sexwork vs. Prostitution. I therefore decided to get in contact with AMMAR, the syndicate for 

sex workers, to include their perspective on Ni Una Menos. I also started spreading the word 

about my investigation to people I met around the city in different settings, for instance, at 

social events, work and demonstrations, were I also met some of my informants. 

4.2.2 Interviews 

I interviewed a total of sixteen participants from the Ni Una Menos movement in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. I intended to include a broad spectre of people in my sample, from those who are 

self-convoked to others who form part of an organization, a political party or are active in the 

women’s movement in Argentina. 

The sample selected has the following characteristics: All but one of the informants were 

women, and all but one was from Argentina, with the exception being an informant from Peru. 

All my informants have lived in Buenos Aires since the Ni Una Menos was established in 2015. 

I interviewed people in different age groups, over half of my informants are in their twenties, 

and the rest in their forties, fifties and sixties. I consider that all the informants represent the 

middle class in a broad sense, because they all have higher education or are currently studying 

for higher education and appear to have a relatively stable income (middle class n.d), according 

to my observations. The following occupations were represented by the informants: Entertainer, 

director of an NGO, teacher, radio announcer, student, journalist, sex-worker and an editor. 

More than half of the informants also represent different political affiliations and/or 

organizations. I was able to interview former and current participants of the Ni Una Menos 

collective, feminist activists, a political activist of the Evita movement – Women´s front, a 

member of AMMAR and a member of Red Par. Moreover, two of the informants are experts 

in gender issues. I believe all these aspects portray a group of participants representing different 

parts of society and different degrees of political activity.   

Fourteen of the interviews were conducted individually. An individual interview is usually used 

when the researchers seeks detailed descriptions about a phenomenon. It is also more 

convenient when personal topics are discussed (Johannessen et al. 2016:146). I believe that 

many of the informants were more open to reflect on personal experiences because of this 

interviewing format. I also conducted one group interview, where I interviewed two informants 

by asking them questions from my interview guide. The reason was mainly convenience, the 
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two informants had limited time because they had to go to work. Albeit, it is important to 

mention that there are advantages when conducting group interviews, one is that some 

individuals may share more when they discuss with others, another is that it may propense a 

more fruitful exchange of opinions and reflections between the participants around a topic 

(Johannessen et al. 2016:146). I experienced both formats as fruitful in my research but chose 

mainly individual interviews out of accessibility.   

The informants were informed orally and given a written statement (See Appendix B for 

Information about research project) about the project and were told that they will remain 

anonymous. The anonymity of the informants implies that I will not give out their names or 

write anything which makes it possible to identify them, but I will include information about 

their age, where they live, what they do for a living, and if they work/or promote an 

organization, syndicate or a political party. This is necessary to give the reader an understanding 

of why the informants are relevant to this study. I believe that anonymity gives the informants 

more freedom to express themselves without repercussions and judgment from other 

participants, and to avoid repercussions from the State, considering that the relationship with 

the state and civil society in Argentina is often conflictual (See chapter 4.5 Ethics). 

Nevertheless, my general impression is that the informants did not seem worried about their 

anonymity or expressing themselves freely. This could also have been a result of the interviews 

being anonymous and that my informants were informed of this before agreeing to be 

interviewed.  

All interviews were recorded and transcribed, so to prevent important information from being 

lost during the interviewing process, and to enable greater transparency and reliability in the 

research. The duration of the interviews was between 20 to 60 minutes.  

The interviews were conducted in Spanish which was my informants’ mother tongue. I speak 

Argentine Spanish and know a lot of slang words, which was an advantage given that Argentine 

Spanish has a lot of specificities. Being able to communicate in my informants’ native language 

and “slang” was a great advantage to avoid information getting lost and in asking follow-up 

questions when I felt the informants emphasized important issues. I also took notes during the 

interviewing process, so to create a more relaxed atmosphere for the informants and to facilitate 

the transcription process. All interviews have been transcribed in Spanish, and only the quotes 

that appear in the thesis are translated into English.  
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4.3 Participant observation and official documents 

Even though the semi-structured interviews were the main method for collecting data, I also 

conducted some participant observation during my fieldwork. The demonstrations are one of 

the central meeting points for Ni Una Menos, and where most of the participants come to 

together to condemn gender-based violence. During my fieldwork in Buenos Aires I was able 

to attend two demonstrations related to gender-based violence. I attended the demonstration for 

Legal, Safe and Free abortion, which was organized the 29th of September 2017, and where Ni 

Una Menos had posted on Facebook that they would be attending, and ad-hoc demonstration 

against a femicide which had occurred in Buenos Aires in 2017. According to Fangen (2010:10-

15), by being part of peoples experiences it is possible to write about the topic with more insight 

and knowledge. A form of participant observation may be to attend typical activities of the 

phenomena being studied. Attending demonstrations of the Ni Una Menos movement gave me 

insight on how the movement works in practice and allowed me to ask those participating a few 

questions, and so gave me a more holistic picture of the movement.  

I have also used the Ni Una Menos movements annual documents, which have been presented 

by the Ni Una Menos collective during the mass demonstrations, in my research. These 

documents have given me some insight about general objectives of the movement and were 

used as a basis for my interview-guide. 

The participant observation and the official documents from the movement, were used both to 

paint a picture of the movement and in the analytical part of the thesis to build upon the data 

collected from the semi-structured interviews.  

 

4.4 Reflections and limitations 

4.4.1 Gender, identification and eurocentrism  

An investigator’s background and position in society may impact the relationship to the subjects 

being studied and the investigation itself (Fangen 2010:146). There were especially three 

elements that I have reflected upon that may have impacted my investigation. First of all, my 

gender.  According to Fangen (2010:155), gender may play an important role when pursuing 
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an investigation. In some cases, being a woman may make it easier to enter a field of research. 

I believe that in my case, being a woman and studying a woman’s movement was an advantage. 

In the sense that it was easy to find a common ground with my informants because of my 

gender. It was easy to connect with the informants on how it is to be female, and experiencing 

gender-based violence. Secondly, I reflected on how I identified with my informants and how 

this could have affected my research. According to Jf. Kleinmann and Copp (1997 in Fangen 

2010:161), the ideal is to find the balance between identifying strongly with the informants and 

maintaining a distance. According to Habermas (1984 in Fangen 2010:165), sciences are not 

neutral and objective to the social phenomena being studies, therefore it is important to critically 

reflect upon one’s position.  I have lived many years in Argentina and have participated in some 

of the Ni Una Menos demonstrations. Therefore, I felt a strong link with the informants and 

many times would identify myself as an activist. I believe this may have affected my way of 

perceiving the movement and tried to be aware of my position and presuppositions when 

collecting and analysing the data. Finally, the last thing I reflected upon was the fact that I am 

from Europe. There is a well-known term eurocentrism, which alludes to the tendency of 

comparing the rest of the world with European values and history and seeing these as superior 

to the rest of the world (Verdú 2012). I did not experience being treated differently because I 

am from Europe. This may have to do with Argentina being a multicultural country, with many 

immigrants from Europe. However, during my research I did try to understand the social 

movement in its own social and historical context and listen and comprehend the perspectives 

of my informants, being aware of my own moral presuppositions and avoiding thinking there 

was any right or wrong answers.      

4.4.2 Reliability and validity 

The reliability of a research is connected to the data of the research, which data is used, how 

the data is collected, and how it is processed. It has to do with the precision of research data 

which is related to quantitative data. In regard to qualitative data, it is impossible to trace back 

the results precisely, considering that they are often valued observations and dependent on 

context. Moreover, you use yourself as an instrument during the research process, with your 

own experiences and background, which effects how you conduct the interviews and interpret 

the collected data. A way to strengthen the reliability of a qualitative research is to describe 

thoroughly the research process (Johannessen, Tufte et al. 2016:231-234). In this study, I have 

given a detailed description of my research design. I have also recorded and transcribed all my 
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interviews for greater transparency, and I have tried to describe the main points and reflections 

done during the interviewing process.   

Validity is another aspect related to evaluating the collected data. In relation to qualitative 

studies, validity is in which degree the process of collecting data and collected data reflect the 

objective of the research and represents reality. A triangulation of various methods to collect 

data can strengthen the validity of the research (Johannessen et.al 2016:232). This has been the 

case of this study where I have mainly used semi-structured interviews, but also participant 

observation and written documents. I have also intended to make the selected sample as 

representative as possible to the social phenomena being studied. I wanted to interview people 

from a wide range of ages, but most of my informants were around my own age-group, which 

was largely due to accessibility. In the sample, the middle class is overrepresented, women are 

overrepresented and individuals in their mid-twenties are overrepresented. However, based on 

my own observations, the movement was initiated by activists from the middle class, most of 

the participants are women and individuals in their 20s are more active protestors, and therefore 

I consider my sample representative to some extent of the social phenomenon being studied. 

Moreover, I was able to interview some individuals from the lower middle class and from 

different ages. I have chosen to limit my investigation to Buenos Aires and therefore it is not 

representative for the whole country, but represents an area were many activists live. Further 

research may investigate the movement in other parts of the country and other regions. 

Therefore, I consider my investigation representing typical activists of the movement and 

representative for the social movement being studied.  

 

4.5 Ethics 

Ethical principles must be considered during a research, because it directly affects individuals 

and the relationship between individuals (Johannessen et al. 2016:83). During the whole 

research process, I followed the guidelines of the Norwegian National Committee for Research 

Ethics in the Social Sciences and the Humanities (NESH 2016). Here I elect to present two 

ethical principles particularly relevant to this study, as they relate to my informants.  

Principles likes respect, human dignity, confidentiality and free and informant consent are 

important to have in mind in regard to those individuals participating in a research (NESH 
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2016). I sent my research project to the NSD (Norwegian Centre for Research Data) for 

approval before starting the field work in Argentina. In Norway, all research projects which 

treat sensitive personal information must be sent to the NSD for approval. I am researching 

perspectives of participants of a social movement which address femicides and other types of 

gender-based violence. The participants share personal information about a sensitive topic. I 

chose to anonymize the interviews, so the informants are not traceable and to respect their 

privacy and safety. The informants were also informed orally and given a written statement 

(See Appendix B). According to the Norwegian National Committees for Research Ethics 

guidelines (NESH 2016), researchers are obliged to inform the participants or subjects of the 

research and to obtain their consent. The consent must be freely given, informed, and in an 

explicit form.  

This presentation of ethical principles is not extensive and should not be considered as such. It 

is merely a short summary of these ethical principles and are only two of the many ethical 

principles taken into account during this research process. During the process I also followed a 

good citation practice and a responsible presentation of the results (NESH 2016) and pursued 

to treat my informants with respect and dignity during the interviewing process and when 

representing my findings.   

 

4.6 Analysis 

According to Tjora (2017: 195), the purpose of data analysis is to present information about the 

topic being studied without having to go through all the collected data. In this study, the data 

material analyzed are the qualitative interviews, while the participant observation and written 

documents are used to back up my findings. The aim when analyzing the collected data was to 

convey the experiences and opinions of my informants as meticulously as possible. 

I have based my analysis of the data on the stepwise-inductive deductive model of Aksel Tjora 

(Tjora 2017:196), which is built on the principles of believing in the empirical evidence, to 

avoid jumping to conclusions and to process the data in a systematic manner. This model of 

analyzing data works with the raw data to concepts or theories, which is the inductive part, but 

also acknowledges how existing concepts or theories may affect the generated data. In this study 
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I have focused more on the inductive part of the model, creating codes and themes based on the 

empirical evidence, and then pursuing theories which fit with my findings.  

The processing and analysis of the collected data has been done in the following manner. I 

started transcribing all the interviews and going through them separately and underlining parts 

which I considered of importance. I then started coding the material, where I began underlining 

word and sentences in different colors with the first transcribed interview, and then proceeded 

with the rest of the interviews, underlining similar codes with colors and generating new ones. 

In general terms, I searched for regularities and irregularities in all the data and systemized 

them in different colors based on similar patterns. Coding is a fundamental part of processing 

the data, and has according to Tjora (2017:195) three objectives: Extracting the essence in the 

data material, reducing the data materials volume and to generate new ideas based on the data 

obtained. After having coded the data it was possible to structure these codes in different themes 

and give meaning to the data obtained. I recognize my role in bringing up subjects that I found 

interesting and that my interview guide has played a role in developing themes. The findings 

and discussions which are presented in the next chapter are closely tied to the empirical 

evidence extracted from the qualitative interviews, in combination with social movement 

theories and other relevant literature. 



40 

 

5 Findings and discussion 

The following chapters outlines the main findings of my analysis of the Ni Una Menos 

movement from participant’s perspectives. I will use the theoretical framework presented in 

chapter three and new relevant literature to structure my findings.  

The chapters are organized in the following manner. Firstly, I will present some important 

characteristics of Ni Una Menos. I will present and discuss why Ni Una Menos is defined as a 

social movement, what issues the movement grasps, and which kind of repertoires of contention 

are used by its participants. Secondly, the explanatory factors of its emergence and why 

individuals choose to participate will be discussed. I will use the relative deprivation theory, 

the resource mobilization theory, the NSM theory and identity-based theories as a theoretical 

framework, considering their relevance for this specific movement. Thirdly, I will discuss the 

relationship between Ni Una Menos and the state, the church and the media. These three 

institutions I consider important to understand the dynamics of the movement. Finally, I will 

present what has been the impact of the movement so far according to my informants. Following 

this, I will summarize the main points of my findings and draw a conclusion to answer my 

research question.   

All these chapters present the Ni Una Menos movement from a bottom-up approach, explaining 

the movement from a participant perspective.  
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5.1 What is Ni Una Menos? 

The following chapter will answer research question 1. What is Ni Una Menos? The chapter 

pursues to give a preliminary understanding of Ni Una Menos from participant`s perspectives. 

It specifically portrays how the participants define the movement, its organizational features, 

and what issues it grasps. Moreover, ongoing debates within the movement and its repertoires 

of contention will be presented. These descriptions will be based on information retrieved from 

the informants and other relevant sources.  

5.1.1 Ni Una Menos, a social movement 

My informants describe Ni Una Menos in several ways. Their descriptions can be divided into 

two positions, those who define Ni Una Menos as a social movement, and those who are more 

reluctant to define it as such.  

The majority of the informants refer to Ni Una Menos as a social movement. The following 

definitions were found in the interviews; The Ni Una Menos movement, a broad social 

movement, a movement of urgency, a heterogenic movement which convokes all sectors in 

society, a movement which tries to unite all women, a feminist movement, a movement fighting 

for women´s rights, a fragment of the Argentine women´s movement and a human right´s 

movement. These descriptions grasp important aspects of Ni Una Menos, and can be 

categorized into three groups. Those who define it as a heterogenic movement and a broad 

social movement, refer to how massive Ni Una Menos has gotten and how it has convoked a 

broad sector of society to its cause. Those who define it as a feminist movement, a part of the 

women´s movement, a movement which tries to unite all women and a movement fighting for 

women´s rights, refer to how the movement addresses women right´s and gender issues. 

Furthermore, those informants who define Ni Una Menos as a human right´s movement 

underline how violence against women is a violation of basic human rights. The description of 

gender violence as a violation of basic human rights can be traced back to the Inter-American 

Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against women 

(Convención de Belém Do Para 1994). The Convention underlines how violence against 

women is a fundamental violation of basic human rights and should be eradicated. These were 

the main descriptions found about Ni Una Menos as a movement and exposes the broadness of 

this social phenomenon. 
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At the same time, many of the informants who define Ni Una Menos as a movement would also 

describe it in other words. A student I interviewed describes it both as a movement and an 

organization, as exposed in the following statement: 

“In my opinion it is a movement that tries to reunite all women, and it is an organization, 

because the Ni Una Menos collective convokes and is there backing up these issues.” 

(Informant 6). 

Most of my informants as well as referring to Ni Una Menos as a social movement describe it 

as a feminist claim, a hashtag, a slogan, a collective of journalists and an organization. Many 

would especially refer to the collective of journalists when talking about Ni Una Menos. The 

collective of journalists were the initiators of the first Ni Una Menos tweet the 3rd of June 2015 

and administrate the official webpage and Facebook page of Ni Una Menos. The definition of 

Ni Una Menos as a broad woman’s movement against gender-based violence and alluding to 

the collective of journalists which started the tweet and represent Ni Una Menos officially 

through social media, are two of the main understandings that the majority of informants have 

of the Ni Una Menos movement. 

There is only one informant who disagrees on calling Ni Una Menos a social movement. A 

teacher (Informant 10) states how calling Ni Una Menos a social movement makes it seem that 

the collective of journalists which first initiated the mass demonstrations initiated “everything”. 

She refers to “everything” as the fight against gender-based violence and women´s rights in 

Argentina, and underscores that the credit should be given to the Argentine women´s movement 

in general, and not only the collective of journalists who started out the tweet. Consequently, 

she asserts that it is more fruitful to define Ni Una Menos as small representation of a broader 

feminist or women´s movement.  

It appears to exist a common understanding by the many of my informants of Ni Una Menos as 

part of the Argentine women´s movement due to the topics of women right´s its addresses. Ni 

Una Menos is defined by several of my informants as an extension of the women´s movement. 

It addresses gender-based violence which is a fundamental ongoing fight of women´s 

movements all over the globe. Therefore, considering it as part of the women´s movement 

makes sense. There are many informants that underline the importance of not forgetting past 

struggles of the women´s movement to understand the emergence of Ni Una Menos. Albeit, 

without rejecting calling Ni Una Menos a movement. I consider that defining Ni Una Menos as 
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a social movement itself, or as part of the women´s movement, does not make it less or more 

of an independent social movement. Ni Una Menos convokes individuals to protest on its own 

specific goals which is to eradicate all forms of gender-based violence. What is more important 

is not to forget that past historical struggles of women´s movements and feminist activism are 

fundamental to understand the emergence of Ni Una Menos. 

My informants as well as defining Ni Una Menos as a movement directly, also make indirect 

descriptions of this social phenomenon. Many of the indirect descriptions fulfill the three 

criteria stated by Diani and Della Porta (2006:20-25); Conflictual relation with identified 

opponents, a collective identity and dense informal networks, for a social process of collective 

action to be defined as a social movement. 

First of all, according to all the informant’s, Ni Una Menos confronts and is in a conflictual 

relation with different institutions of Argentine society. Many of the informants argue how 

societal, economic, cultural and political institutions perpetuate gender-based violence 

indirectly through their patriarchal structures. Moreover, some of them were quick to underline 

how the state, the church and/or the mass media play an important role in perpetuating gender 

stereotypes and gender-based violence in Argentine society, and therefore working against 

gender equality and political and social change. There is according to my informants a 

conflictual relation between those promoting a country free from gender-based violence and for 

women’s rights, and those working against it, like the abovementioned institutions. Thus, it 

fulfills the criteria of a social process of collective action representing a conflictual relation 

between identified opponents (Diani and Della Porta 2006:20-25). Second, my informants state 

that there is consensus on the underlying problems that lead to gender-based violence. They 

frame it primarily as a structural problem that affects mainly women and other non-cisgenders 

(individuals who do not identify as the gender they are given at birth). The participants of the 

movement have a common goal to put an end of gender-based violence in Argentine society. 

Hence, the informant’s perceptions fulfil the criteria of a collective identity (Diani and Della 

Porta 2006:20-25). Thirdly, my informants describe Ni Una Menos as a movement, a collective 

of journalists and an organization, and therefore consisting of an informal network. Therefore, 

it fulfils the criteria of a social process of collective action consisting of a dense informal 

network (Della Porta and Diani 2006:20-25). These findings show that according to my 

informant’s Ni Una Menos fulfills all these elements of a social process of collective action.  
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As exposed above, according to descriptions from my informants, Ni Una Menos fulfills all the 

three elements for a social process of collective action to be defined as a social movement (Diani 

and Della Porta 2006:20-25), and the majority of my informants also specifically allude to it as 

a social movement. Therefore, I choose to define it as a social movement. Moreover, the 

descriptions above by my informants defining it directly as a social movement also strengthens 

defining Ni Una Menos as a social movement and pursuing social movement theories when 

studying it. Hence, finding out that the participants perceived Ni Una Menos the same why as I 

did was important to make sense of their worlds and the social phenomena being studied. 

Another aspect worthwhile mentioning is that Ni Una Menos addresses issues that historically 

have been addressed by the women´s movement, and therefore it should be considered in light 

or as part of the Argentine women´s movement.   

5.1.2 Participatory and horizontal 

There were three elements found in the data with regards to the organizational structure of the 

movement.  

First of all, several informants tell me that there are organized open assemblies every year to 

organize the Ni Una Menos gatherings, where everybody who wants can participate and have a 

say in how the demonstrations are to be organized, and which issues should be addressed with 

more emphasis. Hence, there appears to exist an open participatory process in the movement to 

include anybody who wants to have a say in how the Ni Una Menos should be organized. 

Furthermore, a member of the Ni Una Menos collective emphasizes how the positions in the 

organization are rotative. This meaning that there is not only one person in charge of the 

Facebook page or in charge of the press releases, but all the members in the collective 

participate in all activities of the collective. The Ni Una Menos collective is also described by 

an informant as horizontal, which implies that there is no leader and all members have the same 

say and power in the collective. Stahler-Sholk et al (2008:4) argues that since the 1980s there 

is a tendency for social movements to establish horizontal leaderships and a participatory 

process. This can be expressed in the case of Ni Una Menos, where the open assemblies 

represent the movements participatory process, and the rotative positions in the Ni Una Menos 

collective represents a horizontal organization of the closest representation there is of a 

leadership in the movement.   
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 Additionally, those who form part of the Ni Una Menos collective are by many interviewees 

described as the representatives of the movement, representing Ni Una Menos through press 

releases, the Ni Una Menos official Facebook page, their official webpage and Twitter account. 

According to Bauman (2000 in Gerbaudo 2012:13), “soft” forms of leadership have been 

facilitated through social media. Facebook admin and activist’s tweets have played an important 

role in setting the scene for movements coming together in public spaces. The role of the Ni 

Una Menos collective as a “soft leader” in social media appears to be its most important role. 

according to my data material. 

5.1.3 More than femicides 

There are different positions in my findings with regards to what issues that are grasped by the 

Ni Una Menos movement. All my informants consider femicides5 as the main issue addressed 

by Ni Una Menos. Nevertheless, the majority of my informants were quick in emphasizing the 

importance of understanding that when addressing femicides a wide range of problematics 

related to gender-based violence are exposed. For example, street harassment, illegal abortion, 

prostitution/sex work6, and day to day “micro machismos”, were all described as other 

important forms of gender-based violence. “Micro machismos” refers to different forms of 

discrimination and expectations experienced at home and work because of patriarchal structures 

in society. A feminist activist I interviewed (Informant 8), says that when Vivas Nos Queremos 

(Translated to: We want us alive) was added as a slogan in the second Ni Una Menos mass 

demonstration the 3rd of June 2016, it opened to possibilities to name other forms of repression 

against women, and to name the different scales of patriarchal violence. Vivas Nos Queremos 

was a statement published in the official Ni Una Menos document in 2016 (Ni Una Menos 

2016), which emphasized how women should not only not be murdered, but also have a right 

to decide over their own bodies, lives and life choices.   

 

Nevertheless, not all considered the centering on femicides as positive for the movement. A 

student I interviewed (Informant 9), criticizes the Ni Una Menos for being too centered on 

femicides. She holds that the consequence of emphasizing femicides as the main issue 

overshadows other important issues such as abortion, the politics of gender plurality, and the 

                                                 
5 See chapter 2.1 for definition of femicide 
6 Some see prostitution as a form a patriarchal repression and other see it as a woman´s right. See European 
Parliament (2014) for further discussion on the topic. 
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recognition of the rights of transvestites and transsexuals. Furthermore, she points out how the 

centering on femicides was probably not the purpose of the movement when first initiated, but 

eventually became its main focus. Several of my informants say that the reason why Ni Una 

Menos has mobilized so many sectors society is because no one can deny that the killing of 

women is a problem in Argentine society.  

 

In contraposition to this, a radio-announcer (Informant 5) says that whether the movement 

addresses femicides or all forms of gender-based violence and other gender issues, depends on 

the interpretation of each individual. Some participants may only see femicides, while others 

will see that the movement addresses all forms of gender-based violence.  

 

One of the initiators of the Ni Una Menos collective says the following about Ni Una Menos 

when explaining how it is not only about femicides, but about all forms of gender-based 

violence: 

 

“Ni Una Menos is against femicides, but then there are other factors that contribute to this form 

of violence – Illegal abortion, prostitution, sexual education, harassment. The general idea with 

Ni Una Menos was to make it broad enough to include all forms of gender-based violence”. 

(Informant 14)  

 

She states that addressing femicide was a strategic choice of the initiators of the movement to 

mobilize a broad sector of society, and to then latter on implement other feminist claims. She 

says that during the discussion of organizing the first demonstrations many of the participants 

of the collective wanted to address the issues around illegal abortion, but they came to an 

agreement that it was better to address this fight later.  

 

Another member of the Ni Una Menos collective describes Ni Una Menos in the following way: 

 

“That is what Ni Una Menos is, it is a cry which has spread here and all over the world, it is a 

synonym for the fight against male-chauvinist violence, but not only against male-chauvinist 

violence in interpersonal relationships, but also as a complex social, political, economic and 

cultural web, which in its most extreme forms lead to femicide” (Informant 11) 
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 She says that Ni Una Menos addresses gender-based violence in all its expressions, and is a 

result of social, political, economic and cultural structures in society. She exemplifies with the 

economic arena, where economic violence, alluding to poverty, indirectly contributes to 

domestic violence. Furthermore, she says that Ni Una Menos is not only a movement fighting 

for woman´s rights, but also an anti-capitalist and anti-colonist movement. According to Merrie 

(2003 in Wilson 2014:4), violence against women in interpersonal relationships is a problem 

rooted in structural conditions. Political economy, globalization, capitalism and the growing 

inequality between rich and poor are all factors that can contribute to sustain gender-based 

violence. In Latin America in the 1980s neoliberal structural programs were implemented 

which had a negative impact on women. As an effect of the neoliberal programs women were 

forced to work in informal sectors and exploited. A form of structural violence is when women 

earn less than men executing the same type of work. This is commonplace in many parts of the 

world, especially poor countries (Wilson 2014:11). The perspective of the member of the Ni 

Una Menos collective I interviewed considering the Ni Una Menos movement as an anti-

colonialist and anti-capitalist movement is not necessarily shared by all participants of Ni Una 

Menos. Many informants would mention gender-based violence as rooted in machismo and 

patriarchal structures in society, without mentioning colonialism or capitalism as the catalysator 

of these forms of violence. The different statements presented above show how most of my 

informants emphasize the importance of comprehending how Ni Una Menos grasps all types of 

gender-based violence, and how it is related to a male-chauvinist society and the need for 

societal change.   

Since Ni Una Menos emerged in 2015 it has grasped a broad set of issues related to gender-

based violence. The banners used during the past four Ni Una Menos mass demonstrations show 

how the movement has changed since its emergence. For example, in 2015 the banner used 

under the Ni Una Menos demonstration was “Ni Una Menos” (Not one (Female) less), alluding 

to the problematics around femicides in Argentine society. In 2016, the slogan used was “Ni 

Una Menos, Vivas nos queremos” (Not one less, we want us to be alive), emphasizing the need 

to address other types of gender-based violence, like for an instance, the legalization of abortion 

and criticizing the budget cuts of the incumbent president Mauricio Macri (Ni Una Menos 

2016). In 2017, the banner added was “Basta de violencia machista y complicidad Estatal” 

(Stop the male-chauvinist violence and the state complicity) alluding to how the state and 

societal structures perpetuate gender-based violence (La Nación 2017). In 2018, the banner 



48 

 

addressed specifically the fight for legal, free and safe abortion (La Nación 2018). Hence, the 

movement has undergone change in its claims since it initiated.  

All my informants underline femicide as an important issue addressed by the Ni Una Menos 

movement. Many also argue how femicide is the most extreme consequence of hatred against 

women, but that other forms of gender-based violence are also addressed in the movement. The 

Ni Una Menos movement is also about the fight for women´s and other genders rights (excluded 

cis-men), and about transforming general perceptions and daily practices which reproduce 

gender-based violence. 

5.1.4 Ongoing debates in Ni Una Menos  

The ongoing debates in Ni Una Menos reflects persistent issues in contemporary Argentine 

society with regards to women´s rights and feminism. Moreover, the debates around how the 

political is personal, abortion and prostitution exposes how there are many different political 

and ideological perspectives within the movement. 

The personal is political  

The phrase “the personal is political” was a quote used by many of my informants with regards 

to the movement. A feminist activist (informant 8) underlines the importance of Ni Una Menos 

becoming more politicized. She says that this started happening during the second Ni Una 

Menos demonstration when the phrase Vivas Nos Queremos (We want us alive) was added as a 

slogan in the mass demonstrations. She describes how Vivas Nos Queremos opens the 

possibilities to address all forms of gender-based violence, where both femicide, illegal abortion 

and misogyny are all issues that have negative consequences in women´s daily lives and 

undermines their quality of life. Likewise, an educator I interviewed (informant 4) describes 

that even if femicides usually occur behind closed doors they are rooted in structural problems 

in society, and the only way to end gender-based violence is through political change. This 

informant also holds that we are living in a system that reproduces certain practices which 

represses and minimizes women, and that these repressive practices are usually expressed in 

daily life activities subject to the private sphere. The group of informants that express how the 

political is political argue that private matters should be of pollical importance.  

 

The separation between the public and private sphere roots back to the liberal tradition and to 
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philosophers like John Locke. Classical liberalism privileges market freedom, individual liberty 

and private property, which the governmental institutions are meant to protect. According to the 

liberal tradition, the private sphere is not a concern of the public sphere. The private sphere 

should be subject to a “neutral” and “apolitical” system of legality free from state intervention 

(Horwitz 1982). In Latin America, the private sphere became important in the fight against 

authoritarianism and military regimes in the 1970s. Ever since, the implementation of neoliberal 

politics in the period after the military regimes the separation between the private and the public 

sphere has persisted. However, an expanding informal sector cannot be placed in the private 

nor the public sphere. Another consequence of separating the public and private sphere has been 

that domestic violence and domestic labor has been considered concerns of the household and 

not the public. Hence, issues around gender-based violence have traditionally been perceived 

as private problems and not a concern of the public sphere (Craske 1999:22-23, 202-203). In 

contraposition to the separation between the private and political sphere emerged the feminist 

slogan “the personal is political”. The slogan roots back to the second wave of feminism of the 

1960s and is a political argument which states how there exists power dynamics both in the 

public and the private sphere. For an instance, many feminists state how that the lack of 

autonomy many women feel in interpersonal relations with men is related to a lack of economic 

independence. The slogan assessed how social norms and practices are related to problems in 

the personal sphere, and to remove these problems social change was necessary. Radical 

feminism stated how the two institutions, home and family were of political nature and a source 

of women´s oppression within all societal spheres (Nicholson 1981). “The personal is 

political” emerged in the 1960s to underline how the division between a public and private 

sphere was not “neutral” and “apolitical”, but gender coded and repressive towards women.   

 

Many participants of Ni Una Menos that I have interviewed have taken in use the slogan from 

the 1960s feminist movement to emphasize and generate discussion on how there is a 

connection between gender-based violence in interpersonal relations and patriarchal structures 

in Argentine society. Particularly, many informants argue how the high levels of femicides 

which generally happen in private spheres, should be discussed publicly and political 

institutions should undergo change to prevent them from happening. The implementation of the 

slogan, the “personal is political”, within Ni Una Menos has opened discussions on the 

distinction between the public and private, and how women´s issues in Argentina society are a 

political matter and should not be overshadowed.   
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Abortion 

When initiating this research project, I expected abortion to be a divisive topic within the Ni 

Una Menos movement. This due to the movements high levels of heterogeneity and 

mobilization, representing many social sectors in Argentine society. In addition to this, the 

Catholic Church alongside many of Argentina’s governments have been publicly open about 

being against abortion (Human Rights Watch n.d). However, all my informants were fast in 

underlining that they themselves are in favor of legal, safe and free abortion, referring to the 

Campaña Nacional Por el Derecho al Aborto Legal, Seguro y Gratuito (Translated to: National 

Campaign for the Right to Legal Safe and Free Abortion n.d), a campaign initiated in 2005 

which has mobilized people all over the country. Most of my informants also assert that the 

legalization of abortion is a fundamental objective of Ni Una Menos. A feminist activist 

interviewed holds that women who die because of clandestine abortion are also subject of a 

form of femicide. And a radio announcer (Informant 5) expresses that the reason she chooses 

to adhere to the movement is because it grasps a wide range of problematics related to gender 

issues, one of these being the legalization of abortion. There is however one informant that 

argues that abortion is not addressed at all by the Ni Una Menos, this because the movement 

only focuses on femicides.  

 

Despite all my informants agreeing on the need for free, safe and legal abortion on a personal 

level, and many claiming it is a fundamental objective of the movement, some did not agree on 

whether abortion generates division within the movement, and whether it is strategically wise 

to promote abortion openly. An expert in gender issues I interviewed argues that in Ni Una 

Menos everybody is in favor of the legalization of abortion, and there is great consensus around 

the issue. She further points out that abortion is not a major conflictual or divisive element 

within the movement. In contrast to this statement, another informant considers abortion a 

satellite topic which is discussed internally within the movement, and not entirely consolidated. 

She says it will take time before the movement reaches an agreement on this topic. Moreover, 

another informant following this line of argument expresses how abortion comes in conflict 

with the church and traditional values in Argentine society, and that she has experienced 

encounters with other participants during the mass demonstrations which sustain that “Not one 

less” is also not one abortion less. She further points out how this is in a way a challenge for 

the Ni Una Menos movement. How to make a heterogenic group understand that illegal abortion 

is a type of gender-based violence?   
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“Talking about abortion will put us against all catholic person who is in favor of our movement, 

that if they see us as anti-abortionists they won´t become conscious about the movement. Others 

say that without talking about abortion it is not possible to talk about this topic” (Informant 

14) 

 

Furthermore, the paragraph above shows how a political activist of the movement reflects on 

being reluctant in promoting the movement as anti-abortionist to avoid losing support from 

catholic groups.  However, she considers generating awareness around gender-based violence 

will eventually lead to supporting legal, safe and free abortion, but it will take time before 

people are ready. Another informant holds that the movement is very broad which can come in 

conflict with her feminist ideals. A person that adheres to Ni Una Menos can for example be 

against legal abortion and be against the killing of women (femicides). It appears some 

informants perceive that abortion is a heated topic in the movement, and not all informants 

agree on whether it is wise to promote it openly. 

 

In Argentina abortion is illegal. As stated in the Argentine Penal Code (Delito contra las 

personas 1984: § 88), it is only allowed to abort if the mother´s life or health is in danger, or 

when the pregnancy is the result of rape. According to official statistics from Argentina´s Health 

Ministry (in Human Rights Watch 2018), of the 245 recorded death of pregnant women and 

girls in 2016, seventeen percent were due to abortion. This made abortion the top cause of 

maternal mortality in the country that year. During the past years civil society has organized 

mass mobilizations all over the Argentina to promote legal, free and safe abortion. In March 

2018, the Argentine Chamber of Deputies approved a new bill for the legalization of abortion. 

The bill was passed for approval to the upper house of Congress and was rejected by a narrow 

majority the 8th of august 2018 (Politi & Londoño 2018). The fourth Ni Una Menos mass 

demonstration which was convoked this fourth of June 2018rd demanded the depenalization and 

legalization of abortion (La Nación 2018). This only days before the bill on legal abortion was 

to be voted on in the Argentine Senate. Abortion has been a divisive topic in Argentine society 

and as presented above a topic internally debated in the Ni Una Menos movement. Even though 

all my informants agreed on abortion being a woman´s right, they stated that being against 

illegal abortion is not given, and that many conservatives may support the movement without 

being for legal abortion. However, since I interviewed my informants the movement has 
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become more consolidated regarding the legalization of abortion. Abortion became the 

principal banner of the Ni Una Menos mass demonstration in 2018. Additionally, during the 9th 

of august the Ni Una Menos movement participated in the mass mobilization organized by the 

campaign for legal, safe and free abortion to support the bill which was voted on in the 

Argentine Senate, and unfortunately rejected. This has led to mass indignation from civil society 

and will lead to further social mobilization in the country. Ni Una Menos has gradually 

positioned itself as a supporter for legal, safe and free abortion campaign, and claiming the 

separation between the church and the state has become a common argument to defend abortion 

laws. 

Prostitution vs. sex work 

A topic that has also appeared in many of the interviews has been the debate around sex sale, 

whether is it is prostitution or sex work, and whether it should be regulated by the state or 

abolished. A feminist activist I interviewed (Informant 8) says that a heated debate within the 

movement is around prostitution versus sex work, and that in feminism there are those who 

consider prostitution a violence exerted by the patriarchy, and those who consider it a job and 

refer to it as sex work. She personally express that she considers prostitution a violence exerted 

by the patriarchy. In contraposition, a sex worker I interviewed (Informant 13), tells me that sex 

sale has been an important topic in the Ni Una Menos assemblies. She tells me that participants 

in the movement disagree whether prostitution/sex work should be considered work and be 

granted political rights as any other work, or if it should be abolished with stricter laws and/or 

if more structural changes in society are necessary.  She says that she felt respected and heard 

in the movement as even though there would be people who disagreed with her personal stance. 

A radio announcer I interviewed (Informant 7), holds how the debate for and against 

prostitution/sex work is a more heated topic within the Ni Una Menos movement, and with less 

internal consensus than the legalization of abortion.  

 

Sex sale has been a divisive topic in Argentine feminism since the beginning of the 20th century. 

For many feminist’s sex sale and especially human trafficking is an expression of patriarchal 

repression and referred to as prostitution. In contrast, other feminists consider it a job if it is 

voluntarily chosen and should be recognized and regulated by the State, and usually refer to sex 

sale as sex work. Abolitionism and reglamentarism have been the two normative models 

discussed in Argentina with regards to sex sale, and whether it should be legal or not (Gentile 
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2017). Those in favor of abolitionism promote a world without prostitution. Abolitionists 

consider prostitution as a market to satisfy the men and profoundly unequal. In contrast, 

reglamentarism promotes the legalization and regulation of prostitution by the State. They refer 

to prostitution as sex work, considering it a job which should have work rights and obligations 

(European Parliament 2014:13-24). These were the two positions presented above by the two 

of my informants. The tensions around prostitution/sex work sheds light on how the line 

between women´s sexual freedom and sexual exploitation is not always straightforward. In Ni 

Una Menos the debate is still ongoing and has generated tensions between its activists.   

5.1.5 Mass demonstrations and social media 

The first Ni Una Menos mass demonstration was organized the 3rd of June 2015 and marked 

the starting point of the movement. Since then, every June Ni Una Menos mass demonstrations 

have taken place in different cities in Argentina and other Latin American countries (El País 

2017, La Nación 2018). All my informants say that they have participated at a Ni Una Menos 

mass demonstration at least once, and many of them have participated at the four mass 

demonstrations that have taken place in Capital Federal, Buenos Aires, ever since. Many of my 

informants also express how they generally try to attend as many demonstrations as possible 

which defend women’s rights and gender equality. Moreover, a teacher I interviewed says that 

when she thinks of Ni Una Menos she thinks of the mass demonstrations that have been 

organized the 3rd of June the past three years. There is a general tendency of my informants to 

allude to the annual mass demonstrations organized the 3rd of June when talking about Ni Una 

Menos. The mass demonstrations and other ad-hoc marches seems to be the principal meeting 

point for the participants of Ni Una Menos. Some of the informants also mention the Encuentro 

Nacional de Mujeres (ENM) as an important meeting place for women, where a lot of the issues 

presented in Ni Una Menos are debated. According informant 5 and 8, since Ni Una Menos was 

established the participation at the ENMs has exploded. 

After the first Ni Una Menos mass demonstration the following ones have been organized 

through open democratic assemblies. During the open assemblies, opinions are exchanged 

between participants about which issues should be presented under the mass demonstrations. 

According to one interviewee, the open assemblies are an important space to discuss sex 

workers right´s in society. Moreover, she informs me that other topics related to a diverse range 

of genders are discussed, and how these assemblies open up a public space for anyone who 
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wants to participate. This example shows how social movements may contribute to 

democratization of its individuals (Della Porta & Diani: 2006:294).  

“…In my particular role as a journalist, as a communicator and as a teacher, I want to continue 

promoting these discussions, but digging deeper, to be on the agendas of the media, but not 

only to be there as a headline, but also to expose how these issues are treated, to be able to 

promote a political and constructive gender perspective.”(Informant 7)  

 

The three journalists I interviewed (Informants 7, 11, 15), say how they promote Ni Una Menos 

when publishing articles related to gender-based violence. Here all of them also state how the 

hegemonic media poorly portrays women, and therefore political activism through journalism 

is important to deconstruct the prevailing views related to women´s role and gender-based 

violence in Argentine society. Additionally, the three informants (5, 7 and 8) whom work as 

radio announcers tell me that they are politically active through the radio, where they address 

gender issues. 

Finally, the Ni Una Menos movement is well-known for mobilizing and playing an active role 

in social media. The movement started out as a hashtag (#Ni Una Menos) on the Internet which 

started convoking a broad sector of society to take the streets (Cabral & Acacio 2016). In 

relation to social media practices, nearly all my informants say they support Ni Una Menos 

through different social media platforms. They majority of them say the post reflections and 

comments about the movement on Facebook and Twitter. Facebook is the medium which is 

second most frequently stated by my informants used to support the movement other than the 

mass demonstrations. The usage of social media is without doubt an important tool of 

supporting the movement and mobilizing individuals outside the mass demonstration. 

Gerbaudo (2012) in his book Tweets and the streets talks about how contemporary social 

movements, alluding to the Arab Spring, the Occupy Wall Street movement and the Indignados 

movement, combine the usage of mediate communication with social protest on the streets. He 

stresses how social media complements existing forms of face-to face gatherings. 

“…Countering the spatial dispersion of contemporary societies, Facebook messages and 

activist tweets have contributed in constructing a new sense of social centrality, focused around 

‘occupied squares’, which are thereby transformed into trending places, or venues of magnetic 

gatherings, with a great power of emotional attraction” (Gerbaudo 2012:13). 
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An important aspect of social movement activity is that participants come regularly together 

and use different forms of collective action. Furthermore, what differentiates a social movement 

from other forms of organization is their forms of collective action. Social movements 

commonly have no access to conventional institutions to demand their claims and therefore take 

in use unconventional tools for action (Tarrow 2011). Taking the streets, participating at open 

assemblies, promoting Ni Una Menos through journalism and the radio and active use of social 

media as a political tool, are all important tools expressed by my informants to promote the 

movement. Furthermore, all these tools are all outside the conventional institutions. 

5.1.6 Summary 

Ni Una Menos is in this study defined as a social movement. It is characterized as a broad 

women’s movement do to the vast amount of women’s issues it grasps and its outreach to a 

broad set of people from different social sectors. The movement is known for addressing 

femicides. Albeit, many informant states how it also addresses other women’s issues. For 

example, street harassment, daily life practices which repress women and abortion. It especially 

focuses on the women´s right to safety. The ongoing debates around “the political is personal”, 

abortion and prostitution/sex work, also reflects how different waves of feminism are expressed 

in the movement, and how there is a diverse range of opinions on these issues within the 

movement. This reflects how the ideological and political focus of the movement is not always 

straightforward, but how participants come together on women’s issues in general. The 

participants of Ni Una Menos describe a broad set of repertories of contention used for 

generating awareness around gender-based violence and mobilizing people all over the country 

to demonstrate. The mass demonstrations, use of social media for mobilization and support and 

assisting different assemblies and women conferences like the ENM, is what I found as the 

most characteristic tools of protest of Ni Una Menos. I believe that the Ni Una Menos movement 

can be placed in the fourth-wave of feminism combining different banners of the earlier 

feminisms and using social media as an important tool to mobilize, organize and participate in 

the movement.  
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5.2 Reasons for participation 

The following section will present why my informants choose to participate in the Ni Una 

Menos movement and connect it to social movement theories. Four main reasons for 

participation are apparent in my material and will be presented here: Social indignation; 

Women´s organization and social media; an identification as women or feminists; and a wish 

to transform and change society through participation on different arenas.   

5.2.1 Waves of femicides 

All my informants underscore how the wave of femicides which had occurred in Argentina in 

2015, where over a short time-lapse various woman were found dead and wrapped in plastic 

bags, as an important reason for the emergence of Ni Una Menos. The waves of femicides 

portrayed in the different media channels exposed how young women were being deprived of 

their right to live and were not met with the same fundamental human rights as men. Women 

were confronted with a societal system not protecting them sufficiently. Another aspect 

expressed by many of my informants was the mass medias poor portrayal of women, were the 

fault somehow always lied on the women and not on the men who had committed the crimes. 

The waves of femicides and becoming more aware of living in a social and political system 

were women were not protected nor respected, had generated social indignation and sense of 

social injustice. For an instance, an informant tells me that one of the reasons she chose to 

participate in the movement was because of the femicide of her mother. She states how through 

these mobilizations she was able to generate awareness around the murder of her mother.   

The waves of femicides exposed in a brutal way how women were being treated in Argentine 

society, and consequently other forms of gender injustices unraveled, and women started 

realizing their position in society in relation to men. These descriptions correspond to the 

relative deprivation theory on explaining collective action. The relative deprivation theory 

considers social discontent as the underlying factor to social mobilization. Individuals mobilize 

because they feel deprived from their rights in comparison with other individuals (Gurr 1970). 

In the case of the Ni Una Menos movement, my informants state how women are deprived from 

fundamental rights, like the right to live, and are also in political, social and economic terms 

unequally treated in comparison to men, and therefore choose to take the streets. 
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5.2.2 Women´s organization and social media 

Despite the relative deprivation theory being able to explain to some degree why individuals 

have chosen to participate in the Ni Una Menos movement, it is not a sufficient explanation. 

Women have been deprived of their rights during centuries, and gender-based violence has been 

debated by women´s movements Argentina since the 1990s (Potthast 2008). As stated by Della 

Porta and Diani (2006: 35), discontent is constant over time and thus inadequate to fully explain 

the emergence and success of social movements. They argue how collective action is rather a 

result of an increase in the level of resources available to support collective protest activities. 

For example, women having access to higher education and the job market facilitated the 

creation of bonds between women, and consequently their emergence as a collective actor. The 

resource mobilization theory contributes to see how resources and organization has contributed 

to social mobilization (Kriesi 2014: 271). In the case of Ni Una Menos, women have gradually 

taken more space in the public and political arena. Moreover, the earlier fight of women´s 

movements and ENMs was mentioned by several of my informant as important to understand 

the emergence of Ni Una Menos. The feminist activist I interviewed (Informant 8) says that she 

in general would reunite with other women to discuss the banners of feminism, and that she 

would participate in campaigns and demonstrations fighting for women´s rights and to modify 

the injustices in society. Hence, earlier organizations of women´s movements are of importance 

to understand the emergence of Ni Una Menos. Additionally, the usage of social media for 

mobilizing individuals can also be considered as an important and inexpensive resource 

enabling more rapid social mobilization.  

5.2.3 Identifying as women and feminists 

Despite the traditional social movement theories explaining to some extent the emergence of 

Ni Una Menos, the new social movement theory, and particularly the identity approach is 

fundamental when talking about the emergence and internal dynamics of the movement. All my 

female informants say that they decided to participate in Ni Una Menos because of their gender. 

They all express that they identify themselves as women and therefore feel directly or indirectly 

affected by the issues addressed by Ni Una Menos. The following statements from three of my 

informants substantiate this: 

 

“Personally, because of my identity, apart from my gender I perceive myself as a woman, I´m 
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a feminist…” (Informant 2) 

 

“First of all because I am a woman and the situation affect´s me more fully…” (Informant 3). 

 

“It´s like what a media journalist said (Referring to the Ni Una Menos demonstration): We 

women are the only ones that say that this day we get together and demonstrate...” (Informant 

5) 

 

The perception of identifying oneself as a woman seems like a fundamental reason for 

participating in the movement. It seems that my female informants share a collective identity 

based on their gender and based on shared experiences of gender-based violence. Being together 

and feeling accompanied, to show that nobody needs to feel alone, and that all women are in 

this together. A sense of collective being and solidarity, which again reinforces women feeling 

empowered and mobilizing together. Some informants also mention, gradually considering 

themselves feminists since the movement initiated. A shared collective identity dynamic of 

identifying as a woman, and furthermore some as feminists, appears to be important to explain 

who individuals choose to participate, and why Ni Una Menos still persists. Della Porta and 

Diani (2006:24) describe that a social movement identity emerges when individuals start feeling 

part of a group and identify a set of shared elements. Moreover, it is commonplace that identities 

are defined in reference to a social trait. In the case of Ni Una Menos, my informants clearly 

underline the importance of being women, and a repressed group in society.  

5.2.4 A wish to generate solidarity and transform society 

A history student (Informant 12) I interviewed argues that his and other individuals’ 

participation is important to put an end on the male-chauvinism and patriarchy rooted in 

Argentine society. Many informants share a common agreement on the need for substantial 

societal change which implies putting an end on patriarchal structures in society and male-

chauvinism and agree that it is a complex issue where both the traditional institutions and 

society needs to change. Identity can also be on basis of shared values and world views (Della 

Porta & Diani 2006:89). It appears that an important reason for participation is to generate 

solidarity between women and other non-cis genders, and not necessarily conquering political 

power. The objective of the Ni Una Menos movement is rather to transform society gradually 

through political, cultural and economic change. 
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Another reason expressed for deciding to participate in Ni Una Menos is to combat the capitalist 

and neoliberal system which was by some of my informants considered the root to the 

patriarchal system which discriminates and subjects’ women. Here seeing a relation between 

social, political, cultural and economic structures is of importance. Latin American countries 

still face many structural challenges related to work-relations and poverty, and therefore cannot 

be explained solely by an identity-based theory. Many informants see the need for social, 

economic, political and cultural transformation as a reason for participating in the movement. 

This focus on both political, cultural and economics, can allude to how usually Latin American 

social movements focus on a diverse set of issues in different realms of society (Stahler-Sholk, 

Vanden & Kuecker 2008:3). Furthermore, a wish to change society and many levels appears as 

an important reason for participation. 

5.2.5 Summary 

To sum up, the reasons for participation in Ni Una Menos can be explained by the relative-

deprivation theory, the resource mobilization theory and the identity-based approach. The 

recent waves of femicides generated a climate of social discontent that exploded. The previous 

fight of Argentine women´s movement, the ENMs and other platforms of organization like for 

an instance social media, where important resources for mobilization. Furthermore, individuals 

mobilize based on a collective identity as women subject to discrimination and injustice, and 

through a wish to transform society. These were all factors that combined give a comprehensive 

explanation of why individuals choose to participate in the Ni Una Menos movement.  

 

5.3 The relationship with the State and other actors  

Social movements are often in conflict with both state and non-state-institutions. At the same 

time, they interact and are affected by them. In this chapter, different dynamics between the Ni 

Una Menos movements and the state, the church and the media will be presented. I consider 

these three institutions important to understand the dynamics of the Ni Una Menos movement. 

Theoretical discussions on the relationships between social movements and these particular 

institutions will be used to back up my findings.  
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5.3.1 The State and Ni Una Menos 

The following section will present how the informants perceive the relationship between Ni 

Una Menos and the state. I will portray how the state is generally portrayed in a conflictual 

manner vis a vis the movement, but also a necessity for legislative change. Moreover, my 

informants have a more positive outlook towards the former government of Cristina Kirchner 

vis a vis the movement, and more negative outlook towards the current government of Mauricio 

Macri vis a vis the movement. 

Structural violence, conflict and cooperation 

The state is in this study defined as a political organization with a centralized government, 

where a central feature of a state is that it has the legitimized monopoly on violence in a 

particular geographic area (Weber in State 1991:623). The state is described in two manners by 

my informants: It is described as a disciplinary and controlling institution, and as generator of 

institutional violence.  

 

“The State is responsible for all the mistreatments that exist, for all the femicides, the violations, 

and the State should also take responsibility for abortions (Informant 3)  

 

The terms structural violence, institutional violence and state violence are descriptions used by 

many of my informants when describing the challenges experienced by the Ni Una Menos 

movement vis a vis the state. For example, one informant I interviewed (Informant 5) says that 

the Ni Una Menos movement fights against state violence and institutional violence. She says 

that this is why the movement supports other victims of state violence. For example, seeking 

justice for Santiago Maldonado. Santiago Maldonado was an indigenous rights activist who 

was killed by the argentine gendarmerie. According to many of those who seek his justice, he 

was a victim of state violence, murdered because of his activity as a protester in support of the 

indigenous community Mapuche Pu Lof (Telesur 2018). Santiago Maldonado represents, as do 

women victims of gender-based violence, a repressed group in Argentine society. All forms of 

violence perpetuated by the state goes against the movement ideals, and the state should take 

responsibility for these forms of violence.  

 

The term structural violence was introduced by Johan Galtung (1969) and refers to forms of 
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violence where some social structure or social institution may harm individuals and prevent 

them from meeting their basic needs. He further remarks how when one husband beats his wife 

there is a clear case of personal violence, but when one million husbands keep one million wives 

in ignorance there exists structural violence (Galtung 1969: 170).  The forms of structural 

violence which women are subjected to are; sexism, rape, domestic violence, psychological 

violence and general inequality, which are result of a society’s social structure (Sinha, Gupta & 

Singh & Srivastava 2017). Moreover, structural violence and direct violence are highly 

interdependent, where family violence, gender violence, police violence and state violence can 

be explained by societal structures (Galtung 1969:170). My informants underline that the state 

is especially responsible for the perpetuation of gender-based violence in Argentine society. 

This they say is because the states institutional practices and patriarchal structures reproduces 

gender-based violence. Moreover, the state is responsible by omission. According to many 

informants the state has done little to protect women from being killed or subject to other forms 

of gender-based violence. The creation of the term femicide7  in the Latin American region 

directly emphasizes the states responsibility for reproducing societal structures which puts 

women in danger. There is without doubt a common understanding of structural violence by all 

of my informants which is perpetuated by the state institutions, which opposes women´s rights 

and is responsible for the high levels of gender-based violence in Argentina.  

 

Two informants describe the State as a disciplinary, controlling and regulatory institution:  

 

“Today, the state is more coercive and regulatory. It is not allowing almost anything. The 

consciousness that exists today cannot change the state. Social media networks are public and 

reach all these people.  The state affects the media, it sends out information and limits the space 

of action” (Informant 1) 

 

“It is also true that there has been an escalation of institutional violence that is oriented as 

everything is to discipline us, because this is the objective of the State basically ...” (Informant 

10) 

 

The two statements above, show how the state is contra productive towards the movement. The 

state tries to limit individual’s ability to protest and uses direct violence to discipline protest 

                                                 
7 Se chapter 2.1.1 
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when necessary.  

 

Many informants talk about how the state takes in use direct forms of violence against the 

movement, and work as a disciplinary and controlling institution. An informant tells me how 

the government has sent out polices forces to repress the protestors of women´s movements. 

My informants portray a Ni Una Menos in direct opposition with the state. The state works 

against the movement and perpetuates structural violence. For some informants it is perceived 

as a disciplinary, controlling and regulatory institution that works against women. For other 

informants it is describe as a perpetuator of structural violence. The state is clearly described 

by my informants as an institution opposing the movements ideals and in a quite conflictual 

manner.  

 

According to Dangl (2010:4), there have been discussions going on for centuries to whether 

change the world through taking state power or remaining autonomous. Moreover, he describes 

how the relationship between a social movement and the state can both be characterized by 

cooptation and collaboration. This is exposed with regards to the Ni Una Menos movement. 

When my informants were asked about Ni Una Menos, they talk about a State in opposition to 

the movement as shown in the descriptions above. Albeit, they also talk about short-term 

objectives oriented towards the state institutions, specifically policy change and change in 

legislature. The majority of my informants holds that the legalization of abortion is an important 

fight for the Ni Una Menos and the women´s movement. The passing of an abortion law will 

according to all my informants improve women’s situation in the country. Other objectives of 

the Ni Una Menos movement are according to my informants, the implementation of laws 

against gender-based violence, the state funding of centers to take care of the victims of gender-

based violence, and that the laws on sexual education are implemented in practice in the 

educational system. The state is directly addressed to create institutions that are beneficial for 

protecting women and preventing further gender-based violence. The activists I interviewed 

have a common understanding that to obtain a more gender equal society, political institutions 

need to be reconstructed with a gender-based focus. Even if the activists of the movement see 

the state in opposition with the movement, they consider the transformation of state institutions 

to promote gender equality and protect women as fundamental to transform argentine society. 

Dangl (2010: 1-12) points out how a viable strategy for social movements in a process of 

working for a better world can be to support state-based programs in favor of their demands. 

The strategies social movements may use towards the State may be to pressure governments 
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for concession, policies, funding or a change in legislature. According to my informants, many 

short-term objectives of the movement has been towards the State, changing legislature and 

seeking funding for women´s centers. 

 

Molyneux (in Hutchison 2003:276-277), describes the relationship between the state and civil 

society as intertwined, and holds that the state influences society and societies influence the 

state. Society influences the state through social relations, practices and the prevailing 

discourse. Molyneaux further points out how different regimes do not necessarily lead to more 

or less gender equality, and what is more important is how society defines and perceives gender 

issues. She adds how Latin American governments have rarely promoted gender equality, and 

that it is the women´s movements and feminist mobilizations which have put pressure on the 

governments to move in that direction. This can be substantiated by some perspectives from 

my informants. 

 

 “The short-term and intermediate-term objective is to empower women, and the long-term 

objective is to change the world.” (Informant 11)  

 

The journalist refers to how it is important to question the structures, the state, the social 

relations and economic relations to obtain real change. Many informants talk about being in 

opposition with the state and seeking a societal transformation. The State can support programs 

in favor of women, but many informants underscore that for change in the long run it is 

necessary to change individual’s perspectives and deconstruct the dominating patriarchal 

structures which undermine and repress women and foments gender-based violence.  

A more positive outlook towards the former government than the incumbent 

government 

There are different outlooks of the Ni Una Menos vis a vis the incumbent government with 

Mauricio Macri as the head of state, and the former government with Cristina Kirchner as the 

head of state. The first Ni Una Menos demonstration was organized the 3rd of June 2015, when 

the Frente Para la Victoria (Translated to: left-wing Front for Victory) with Cristina Fernanda 

Kirchner as president was in power. During the general elections the 25th of October 2015, the 

right-wing conservative party Cambiemos (Translated to: Let´s Change) won the elections and 

Mauricio Macri was elected president of Argentina (The Guardian 2015). Hence, Ni Una Menos 
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emerged when Cristina Kirchner was still in power and prevailed during a big change in the 

Argentine political landscape, were the left-wing government under the Kirchner´s had been in 

power for 12 years and continued under the right-wing government with Mauricio Macri in the 

fore front.  

 

The majority of the interviewees hold that the former government of the Kirchner’s had between 

2003 and 2015 generated many public policies in advantage for women. For example, 

retirement for housewives and universal allocation per child, and social programs like Ellas 

Hacen (She does), where women in vulnerable situations are offered job opportunities and 

formation, and the implementation of article 70 and 71 in Law No. 26.522 on Audiovisual 

Communication Services (2009, § 70-71), which addresses symbolic mediatic violence was 

implemented during the period Cristina Kirchner was in government. These and other public 

policies and laws oriented towards women, implemented during the Kirchner’s governments 

have created a more active citizenship and a climate of expectations and demands by Argentine 

citizens.  

The political process model underlines the importance of looking at the political context in 

which a social movement emerges. According to Costain (1992 in Meyer 2004:130), 

government openness and more congressional attention to discrimination encourages and 

legitimized activism in the women´s movement in the United States. In Argentina, the 

implementation of gendered laws and public policies oriented towards women during the 

presidency of Christina Kirchner may have created a prosper climate for the emergence of Ni 

Una Menos. Giving a women more active role in society. Additionally, the fact the Argentina 

has had a female president, Cristina Fernandez Kirchner, between 2007 and 2015, may also had 

a positive impact on women´s empowerment and mobilization in Argentina. 

In the interviews, the Kirchner governments are portrayed in a positive light, and have opened 

the possibility for a more active citizenship, also for women, and created prosper conditions for 

the creation of Ni Una Menos.  

 

“I think there was a context between 2003 and 2015 of an opening and promotion of rights 

during the governments of the Kirchner´s… I think it has generated a more active citizenship” 

(Informant 7)  
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Moreover, an integrant of the Ni Una Menos collective (Informant 11) says that prior rights 

existing during the government of Cristina Kirchner are incomparable to does that have existed 

so far during the government of Mauricio Macri. She says that woman’s lives have been 

impoverished since Macri came to power. 

 

“After the government of Cristina with the government of Macri, the prior rights of the former 

government are incomparable…” (Informant 11).  

 

All my informants which mention the current Argentine government say that the incumbent 

right-wing government and Mauricio Macri is contradictory and has a double discourse when 

it comes to supporting the Ni Una Menos movement, and at the same time going against it. A 

dancer I interviewed (Informant 1) argues that Macri has supported the movement posing with 

a Ni Una Menos poster, but at the same time he has said some overbearing things about women. 

Another informant also mentions this sustaining how Macri has said that it is ok to say to a 

woman on the street “What great ass you have”, when this is as sexual harassment an against 

what Ni Una Menos tries to combat. A Director of an ONG (Informant 2) I interviewed tells me 

that Argentina nowadays has a right-wing state that always tries to overshadow the social 

protests and demands. She says that the incumbent government has a progressive discourse in 

favor of women´s rights, but when it comes to public politics the state doesn´t really follow up. 

Here she mentions a cut in funding’s of the program against human trafficking and a program 

to prevent violence against women. She also mentions how there has been a lack of refugee 

centers for women. She argues that the state represents public politics which are not in 

accordance with their pseudo-progressist discourse. The sociology student (Informant 6) 

criticizes Macri for closing centers for victims of gender-based violence in different 

neighborhoods.  The journalist I interviewed (Interview 7) argues how the macrismo8 and with 

that neoliberal policies have been a setback of many fundamental rights. The incumbent right-

wing government has used violence against women activists during many of the Ni Una Menos 

demonstrations and other street protests for women´s rights. Another informant (Informant 8), 

the feminist activist states how the right-wing government habilitates the worst parts of the 

human being. 

                                                 
8 Macrismo refers to a liberal political movement in Argentina which supports the ideological principles of 
Mauricio Macri.  
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My informants have generally a more negative outlook regarding the incumbent right-wing 

government with Mauricio Macri as head of office with regards to Ni Una Menos and reflect 

more positively on the former governments of the Kirchner´s. According to Dangl (2010) 

negotiating with left-wing governments can be challenging for social movements, however 

right-wing governments in the region have pushed through neoliberal polices that have been 

devastating for the people. A viable strategy for social movements can be to support state-based 

programs in favor of their demands, which are usually supported more common in left-wing 

governments. In relation to Ni Una Menos, a positive outlook of the form left-wing government 

is therefore not surprising considering that they have implemented state-based programs in 

support of women. The negative outlook the Ni Una Menos participants have to Mauricio Macri 

are related his liberal ideology which many stated will impoverish women lives.  

 

Many of my informants have expressed discontent or tension towards the incumbent 

government and Macri, and some towards the state in general in relation to Ni Una Menos. The 

former government of Christina Kirchner is described in a less conflictual matter, where the 

Kirchner governments are viewed in a positive light to have opened the space for political 

participation for many popular sectors and women. It seems like there is a common 

understanding that cooperating with the right-wing government and Mauricio Macri is going to 

be more challenging, if not even impossible, than with the former left-wing government. 

However, the Ni Una Movement still seeks to transform the state institutions to improve 

women´s livelihood and other repressed groups. 

5.3.2 Media as a resource and an inhibitor for the movement 

Ni Una Menos is known for mobilizing and participating actively through social media and 

other types of media. Nonetheless, the movement has also criticized specifically the mass media 

for establishing female stereotypes and perpetuating the naturalization of gender-based 

violence, and therefore working against the movement’s goals (Cabral & Acacio 2016). This 

chapter will map out the dynamics between Ni Una Menos and the media. 

According to many of the informants, the mass media, also referred to as the hegemonic media, 

generates a negative picture of women in society, with for example, shaming and blaming them 

when victims of a femicide. They criticize the mass media for perpetuating gender roles and 
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gender-based violence, shaming women for not fitting into the gender stereotypes and thus 

weakening their position in society. This is exposed by the following statements by two of my 

informants. 

 

“Araceli, the girl went out to dance, she had three facebooks, three piercings, she dropped out 

of high school, which made her a victimizer instead of a victim…In my opinion, the mass media 

makes it worse… Even in the case of Lola, how can it be that the family left the girl alone on 

the beach. How can you question this?” (Informant 5).  

 

In the interviews, the cases of Araceli and Lola are explained as being two of many examples  

of how the mass media depicts women negatively when reporting a femicide. Lola was a 16-

year-old girl from Argentina on vacation in Uruguay and was found murdered on a Beach in 

Valizas, Uruguay in 2014 (El Obervador 2018). Araceli was a 22-year-old girl also found 

brutally murdered in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 2017 (Centenera 2017b). Most of my 

informants describe how the focus of the mass media with regards to the case of Araceli was 

on what she was wearing, that she liked going out to party and that she had dropped out of 

school, and regarding the case of Lola on how she was left alone on the beach. Many informants 

say that it is irrelevant whether Lola was alone or not or what Araceli did on her spare time and 

points out how the mass media blames the victims of the femicide or the families, instead of 

focusing on the crime and what structural problems it expresses. Furthermore, some informants 

state that the hegemonic media is more interested in profit-making than protecting those victims 

of a femicide.  

 

“… there was an insistence by the hegemonic media of dealing with this by blaming the victims, 

searching the victim’s path for the reasons for their deaths.” “…The insistence of the media of 

describing the victims as fanatics of night clubs, that they had sexual relations, that they 

consumed drugs or that they did not go to schools, as if this were reasons for ending up dead” 

(Informant 11). 

 

The paragraph above shows how one informant depicts how the hegemonic media has the 

wrong focus and blames the victims rather than the murderers and the structural problem that 

these femicides express. According to Gallagher (1979:8), the mass media reproduces 

discriminatory stereotypes about women and portray them in sexist ways. And they are often 
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associated with the household or sex-objects. This is also underlined by Fernández (1994 in Gil 

2010:48), which holds that the hegemonic media plays a fundamental role in the construction 

of the dominant common sense that reinforces the subordination of women, spreading myths 

about the mother-woman, erotic passivity and the romantic love, relegating them to the private 

space. However, in both Western democracies and postcolonial societies there has been a 

growing public awareness of the significance of media and communication. This because access 

to and control over symbols, norms and interpretations of current events play a crucial role in 

contemporary societies. The media platforms are generally owned by media and telecoms 

corporations who´s focus is on profit and corporate interest instead of participation, 

empowerment and social justice (Milan 2013:1-3). There is a general understanding of those 

informants who talk about the mass media, that the big media channels work against women 

emancipation, gender equality and social justice.  

 

Despite the mass media being portrayed by most of the informants as legitimizing gender-based 

violence and perpetuating gender stereotypes, it is also described by some of the informants as 

an important resource for mobilization and political activism in the movement. An informant 

(Informant 7) talks about how Red Par (Argentine Network of Journalists for Non-sexist 

Communication) has achieved that the media channels do not take in use the word crime of 

passion anymore, but femicide, when describing the murder of a women. She argues how before 

a murder of a women was referred to as a crime of passion, where the men’s actions would be 

explained by a sudden strong impulse such as sudden rage rather than as a premeditated crime. 

In the present, these murders are referred to as femicides, which has been a breakthrough for 

generating more consciousness around the structural problems of these killings9. Moreover, this 

informant states how important it is to change media practices, because they in many ways form 

society. According to Gamson & Wolfsfield (1993:116), social movements need the news media 

for mobilization, validation and scope enlargement. In relation to mobilizing individuals, they 

want their message to reach as many people as possible and gain public support. Another 

important aspect is validation, the media spotlight validates the movement as an important 

political player. Finally, making a conflict more public offers an opportunity for the movement 

to improve its relative power vis a vis its antagonists, and to generate public sympathy for their 

challenges.  

 

                                                 
9 See Chapter 5.4.3 for further explanation of the term crime of passion.  
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As a consequence of big enterprises only seeking profit, there has been an increase of activist 

groups and social movements challenging media corporations and state-owned broadcasters. 

They have both done this on their own terrain or through alternative platforms. By for example, 

setting up community radio and television stations, or creating alternatives websites with self-

produced information. This is known as so-called grassroots media, where individuals and 

groups who have expertise in the field of media and technology place their knowledge at the 

service of other social groups. The media can therefore be used as a tool by the government for 

social control, but also as a resource by citizens for social protest (Milan 2013:1-5). An 

informant I interviewed works in a community radio station and talks about how she promotes 

and supports the movement through the radio. She says that in contrast with the hegemonic 

media she uses the radio as a medium for activism, and with regards to Ni Una Menos attends 

the demonstrations and covers the movement in-depth to promote its causes and as a form of 

protest. Additionally, those I interviewed from the Ni Una Menos collective talk about 

promoting the movement through their own official webpage, Facebook and Twitter.  

To sum it up, my informants describe the hegemonic media as an inhibitor for the Ni Una Menos 

movement, specifically for justifying gender-based violence and patriarchal structure in society. 

However, some informants, especially those working in the media sector, talk about pressuring 

the hegemonic media to reproduce new media practices. And other informants talk about 

alternative media, like community radio and the creation of other media and social media 

platforms, such as the Ni Una Menos official webpage, twitter and Facebook, as an important 

resource for political activism and mobilization for the movement.   

5.3.3 The Church, women´s role in society and abortion 

Two issues appear in the collected data with regards to the Ni Una Menos movement and the 

Church. One has to do with how the Catholic Church objectifies and represses women, and the 

other with the fight for legal, free and safe abortion and the ways that the Catholic Church 

opposes this fight. These two discussions will be presented in the following chapter.  

 

According to an entertainer I interviewed (Informant 1), the presence of a strong Catholic 

Church in Argentine society and its traditional values on morality are in direct conflict with the 

demands made by the Ni Una Menos movement. She argues that historically, religion, alluding 

to the Catholic Church, has objectified and repressed women. 
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“Yes, there is conflict. Conflict because Latin America in general is very religious, and 

historically religion puts the woman as an object of desire, of destruction, of guilt. They are not 

a being. The woman is an object and comes from the ribs of Adam” (Interview 1). 

 

This description can be seen in relation to the persistence of marianismo in many Latin 

American cultures, also in Argentina. Marianismo is the ideal of womanhood seen in relation 

to motherhood. The keys aspects in this ideal are that women are to have moral superiority, 

spiritual strength and at the same time be submissive towards men. This ideal has been 

reinforced by Virgin which has been central to Catholicism (Craske 1999:11-13). These ideals 

are in direct conflict with feminist ideals of women´s empowerment and gender equality, which 

all the informants fight for.   

 

Another issue which comes up a lot a when talking with the informants about Ni Una Menos 

with regards to the Church is the abortion debate. Two of my informants say that the State and 

the Catholic Church have close ties which is why abortion is still illegal in Argentina. 

 

“…In our country the Church still has an important political power. There is consensus on 

abortion in the women´s movement, but other sectors have to be questioned” (Interview 10) 

 

The Church has been and still is a dominant force in many Latin American countries. In 

Argentina, Catholicism has historically been the dominating religion, and the Catholic Church 

has played an essential role in the construction of identity and as a legitimizing source in the 

political processes in Argentine society. For example, the 1853 constitution that has shaped the 

Argentine legal system up to today, endorses the Catholic Church´s dominant status. 

Argentina´s political history demonstrates the importance of a political culture that situates the 

Catholic Church as a source of legitimacy (Esquivel 2016). According to Esquivel (2016), 

politics and religion have historically been intertwined. He describes how the recognition of 

civil rights coexist with significant intervention of the Church in the implementation of public 

policy. Moreover, the religious institutions and convictions influence votes in the Congress on 

laws expanding sexual and reproductive rights. During the past two decades, the 

democratization process and cultural and religious pluralism has led to a modification of 

church-state relations. For an instance, during the government of Néstor Kirchner, the 
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Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) was 

implemented. This was opposed by the Catholic Church which regarded it as a “shortcut” to the 

legalization of abortion (Esquivel 2016). The Catholic Church in Argentina positions itself 

against the legalization of abortion even when the life of the women is in danger (Rabbia and 

Ruata 2014:199). After the Argentine Senate voted against the implementation of a new 

abortion law to protect in June 2018. Civil society organized a campaign called Iglesia y Estado 

asunto Separado (The separation of the Church and State). The federal campaign was initiated 

on the pretext that the religious institution had a strong role during the voting process and 

discussion that led to the Senate voting against the abortion law. The campaign demands that 

the states ends its financial and moral support to the Church which leads to its interference in 

political decisions. It demands a separation between the Church and the State, so that no religion 

can interfere in political decisions (DM 2018) This campaign has opened a debate in Argentine 

regarding the need for a secular state that is not intertwined by religious beliefs and portrays a 

Church with strong political power.     

The informants that talk about the Church in relation with Ni Una Menos, generally depict the 

institution negatively. The moral values and especially women´s “place” in society described 

against the movement ideals. Other informants hold that the main reason abortion is illegal in 

Argentina is because of the close relationship between the Church and State, where the Church 

has political power to impact political decisions. Many informants see the values of the 

traditional Catholic Church in opposition with the Ni Una Menos movement, and rather want 

to focus on transforming the State, specifically separating the State institutions and the Catholic 

Church. 

5.3.4 Summary 

As presented above the relationship between the Ni Una Menos movement and the State, the 

Media and the Church are complex.  

My informants consider the Ni Una Menos movement and the state to be in direct opposition, 

and they see the State a perpetrator of gender-based violence. However, they also address the 

State institutions for societal change, specifically they demand policy change and a legislative 

system that protects women. This is according to Dangl (2010:1-13), a viable strategy for social 

movements to achieve political change. In relation to the former government and incumbent 

government, my informants have a more positive outlook towards the former Kirchner 
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governments in relation to the movement, and a more negative outlook towards the current 

president Mauricio Macri. It seems like my informants are more reluctant and skeptical towards 

cooperating with the current government, as it supports neoliberal politics and cuts in funding 

for women’s, which goes against fundamental ideals and objects of the movement.  

With regards to the media, it is perceived as an inhibitor and resource for the movement, 

depending on who sets the public agenda. My informants describe the hegemonic media as 

reproducing gender stereotypes and legitimizing gender based-violence. However, they 

consider it of importance to pressure the hegemonic media for societal change, and grassroot-

media as an important part of social protest and activism in the movement. The media may be 

an inhibitor for the movement or a resource depending on how it us used, and who takes it in 

use.  

Finally, the traditional ideals of the Catholic Church and the Ni Una Menos movement are 

according to the informants in conflict. The traditional values of the Catholic Church of 

morality and women’s submissiveness towards men are in direct conflict with women´s 

empowerment and gender equality. Moreover, the Catholic Church is against legalization of 

abortion, which is an important fight of movement. Therefore, the Catholic Church is in direct 

conflict with the Ni Una Menos and many believe it should be separated from the State for the 

movement to achieve its objectives.   

 

5.4 The impacts of Ni Una Menos; Awareness, the 

possibility to talk in other terms and empowerment 

The following chapter will present how the interviewees perceive the impact of the Ni Una 

Menos movement so far. The focus will be on the societal and individual impact of the Ni Una 

Menos movement, this because it has been the participants main focus. The three main 

consequences stated by the informants with regards to the Ni Una Menos are; Awareness, the 

possibility to talk in other terms and empowerment. These three consequences will be presented 

in this chapter. In addition, some informants describe how the movement has affected them on 

a personal level, while others reflected upon the societal and cultural impacts the movement 

has had in Argentine society, this will also be exposed in this chapter. Finally, I will present 
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some participant reflections on the negative reactions from society since the movement 

emerged. 

During my research, I found there was a lack of academic literature on how participants of 

social movements themselves experience a movements impact, and to what extent they consider 

it more important how it has affected society as a whole or themselves on a personal level. 

Therefore, this chapter is not based on academic literature in the same extent as the other 

chapters. I also believe that, a reason impact with regards to policy outcomes where not stated 

is because of the movements short longevity, and the fact the many informants argue that the 

objective of the movement is societal transformation, and not direct policy change.  

5.4.1 Awareness 

There is unanimous agreement among the informants that a fundamental impact of the Ni Una 

Menos movement so far is that it has generated awareness in Argentine society around gender-

based violence, women’s current position in society and women’s rights. Some of the 

informants talk about how Ni Una Menos has particularly exposed the underlying structural 

reasons for a femicide to occur, others talk about how it has generated fruitful discussions 

around feminism, and others talk about how it has exposed male-chauvinism and patriarchal 

structures in Argentine society. 

 

My material shows that the Ni Una Menos movement has generated more awareness around 

gender issues in society, and as a consequence there is more shame in the masculine population. 

Moreover, a student I interviewed argues with the following when talking about the impact of 

the Ni Una Menos movement: 

 

“What Ni Una Menos has done is that it made the demand (not one less) clearer and made us 

more attentive about the fact that they are killing us, repressing us, the inequalities that exist, 

to question the male-chauvinism, to question the system that we are living in…” (Informant 5) 

 

Another feminist activist describes how since Ni Una Menos emerged, gender issues have not 

only reached out to “old” feminists who have been in the game for decades and fought for 

women´s rights and gender pluralism for many years, but how it has reached out to all sectors 

in society and been discussed both in the public and political agenda in Argentina. This is 

exposed in the following statement by a journalist: 
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“Ni Una Menos has opened discussions around the rights, inequalities and living conditions of 

both women, trans people, lesbians etc. It has reached a broad specter of people” (Informant 

7). 

 

Furthermore, awareness is also expressed by some of the informants when describing how the 

movement has affected them on an interpersonal level. Some of my informants talk about how 

in the inner circle of friends and family feminist issues are discussed more openly: 

 

“Discussing issues around gender violence with family and friends” (Informant 6) 

 

“Discussing a lot with people and friends, and opening a space for new networks, WhatsApp 

groups etc.” (Informant 7) 

 

These two statements show how gender-based violence is discussed more both at home and 

with friends. Moreover, the second statement shows how social media practices are used to 

promote and discuss these issues.  

 

Another informant talks about how she realized her own position in society as women after Ni 

Una Menos emerged: 

 

“It helped me realize, I already knew this, but with more clarity, that I have been a victim of 

violence in my life, that I have been in violent relationships, and that I have been harassed in 

public spaces for being a woman…”. (Informant 9) 

 

The Ni Una Menos movement exposes how women are subject to repression and injustice, as a 

result of patriarchal structures in society, which are perpetuated by state institutions. It portrays 

how women are a minority and unequally treated in a male-dominant society. According to the 

informants, these discussions have become more commonplace in the public and private sphere 

and generated more awareness in the argentine population. These findings indicate how the 

movement so far may have worked as an educator in women´s rights and inequalities and 

generated a climate of debate and self-education in the population. 
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According to Della Porta and Diani (2006:246), social movements may contribute to 

democratization when they explicitly demand increase in equality and protection for minorities. 

Moreover, Guillermo O’Donnell (1993), talks about how many Latin American countries, also 

Argentina, hold forms of low intensity citizenship. He says that even though the formal 

conditions of a democracy are met in these countries, like the right to vote, freedom of 

expression and the right of participation in civil society and politics, minority groups; peasants, 

indigenous groups and women, are often treated unfairly in the Courts, do not obtain services 

from state agencies that they are entitled to and are not free from state violence. Social 

movements, and in this particular study, the Ni Una Menos movements, exposes how women 

are not met with equal rights as men, how they are treated unfairly and subject to many forms 

of violence and how women hold a form of low intensity citizenship. The movement exposes 

how women are not treated fairly and opens up the possibilities to expand this low intensity 

citizenship to a more active citizenship for women. 

5.4.2 The possibility to talk in other terms  

Many of the informants also argue how putting names on what was happening in Argentine 

society as a major change since the Ni Una Menos movement emerged. First of all, many 

informants hold that the term femicide instead of crime of passion has been more socially 

accepted since Ni Una Menos was established. In Argentina, traditionally a murder of a women 

was referred to as a crime of passion, where the men’s actions would be explained by a sudden 

strong impulse such as sudden rage rather than as a premeditated crime. The explanation of the 

murder committed would be that the women had been unfaithful or wanted to leave the man. 

The “impulsiveness” of the man would usually give the murderer a milder verdict (Moncalvo 

2018). Since 2012, there has been a change in Argentina´s criminal code to include femicide. 

The amendment forbids the consideration of mitigating circumstances in the sentence when the 

perpetrator has a history of violence and defines a femicide as a crime of murder perpetrated by 

a man against a woman in the context of gender violence. The amendment recognized femicide 

as an aggravated form of homicide and marked a breakthrough in the fight against gender-based 

violence (Rodriguez-Ferrand 2012). However, according to many of my informants, it was still 

commonplace in Argentina to refer to a killing of a women as a crime of passion or blaming the 

women somehow for being murdered, but how this has changed since the emergence of the Ni 

Una Menos movement. Some informants also describe that since the Ni Una Menos movement 

emerged street harassment is now perceived in the public opinion as a form of gender-based. 
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Before when someone would whistle or shout things to women in street it would be considered 

a “piropo” (Pick up line), but now it is considered as a sexual harassment, and a type of gender-

based violence. 

 

The Ni Una Menos has been stated to have an important impact on establishing new world 

views, specifically addressing the possibility to talk in other terms, and consequently shedding 

light on how women were being killed because of their gender, and how the language and 

descriptions of these incidents overshadows what was really happening in Argentine society. 

5.4.3 Women´s empowerment  

Some of the informants describe how women have started coming together and organizing 

themselves, and how feminism has exploded ever since the Ni Una Menos movement emerged. 

There is a general perception by the informants on the fact that Ni Una Menos has strengthened 

the women´s movement and feminism in Argentina. One of the informants says the following 

when reflecting upon Argentine society before and after the emergence of Ni Una Menos: 

 

 “There is in some sense a before and after in Argentinean society, and for feminism” 

(Informant 9)  

 

Many informants also refer to personal experiences in their daily lives. The younger informants 

especially reflected upon how Ni Una Menos has given them a sense of empowerment of being 

women and made them more aware around gender issues. This is expressed in the following 

statements from some of the informants:  

 

” Ni Una Menos reaffirmed my political activism, feminism…” (Informant 7).  

 

“I feel more sensitized to pursue these issues in my political activism” (Informant 8).  

 

“The movement made me want to form myself in feminism” (Informant 4) 

 

The three statements above show how the movement has had an impact on some informant’s 

political activism, particularly wanting to pursue feminism.   
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“I became more aware of my position, the words I use. I feel more empowered” (Informant 6)  

 

“A perception of less street harassment, however it may be because I feel more empowered, or 

I don’t give it more importance” (Informant 3).  

 

The two statements above show have some informants express how they feel stronger, more 

empowered and less afraid of takin a stance. 

 

All in all, it seems like the informants on a personal level perceive that the impact Ni Una Menos 

has had is that it has generated personal consciousness around being a women and feminism. 

Many informants say the feel more empowered as woman and want to educate themselves in 

feminism. 

 

The term empowerment can be described with adjectives like autonomy, self-direction, self-

confidence, self-worth, and refers generally to freedom of choice and action to shape one´s life 

(Narayan 2005:3). The term refers to the ability of individuals and groups to act in order to 

ensure their own well-being or to participate in decision-making that concerns them (Calvés 

2009). From a feminist perspective, empowerment is not only participating in decision-making, 

but also include the processes that lead people to perceive themselves as able and entitled to 

make decisions. It must involve undoing negative social constructions, so that individuals have 

the capacity to act and influence decisions (Rowlands 1997:4). This seems to be the main 

understanding of many of the informants with regards to feeling empowered; To become more 

aware of repressive structures in society, to have a voice and to not be afraid to use it.  

 

In tread with this, Paulo Freire (1970), in his book Pedagogy of the Oppressed, talks about an 

active teaching method, where individual themselves through participation become aware of 

their own situation, and obtain instruments to make them political conscious. This refers to a 

bottom-up approach, obtaining knowledge from below, from for example grassroot movements. 

Hence, social movements can work as form of participatory teaching and learning, were 

individuals actively become aware of their situations while participating. The participants of Ni 

Una Menos talk about how they themselves feel stronger, more conscious and wanting to 

educate themselves in feminism since they started participating in the movement emerged, and 

how they personally feel stronger as women.  
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5.4.4 Negative reactions  

Ni Una Menos has not only had positive impacts on Argentine society, but also generated some 

negative reactions from civil society and the state. 

An informant argues that the hatred against women by men has grown since Ni Una Menos 

emerged. She further points out how this has to do with men feeling that their position in society 

is being threatened, and as a reaction to this particular movement and women becoming more 

empowered in general. She exemplifies this hatred against women with the usage of the term 

feminazi, where feminists and the Ni Una Menos are accused for hating men, and therefore 

feminists are compared with how Nazis treated the Jews under the second world war. 

Furthermore, she points out how Ni Una Menos and feminism has nothing to do with Nazism. 

Ni Una Menos questions a patriarchal system, and fundamentally seek equality between men, 

women and other genders. Another informant argues that the hatred against women by men has 

grown since the movement emerged.  And a third informant says that it is difficult to see a lot 

of changes in three years and believes that there is more gender-based violence now than before. 

Statistics from La Casa Del Encuentro (2018) show there were more femicides in Argentina in 

2017 than in 2015. However, this can also be a consequence of more reporting on femicides 

since the movement started because of more awareness around gender-based violence. So, it is 

not necessarily a negative consequence of the movement.  

Finally, some informants also mention that the government has repressed and used violence 

against activists during many of the demonstrations, and other demonstrations related to 

women´s rights, which has been discussed in the paragraph on Ni Una Menos` relationship to 

the state.   

5.4.5 Summary 

According to my informants, the main impacts the Ni Una Menos movement has had so far has 

been on a cultural and societal level. The movement has especially generated more awareness 

in Argentine society around gender-based violence and its reasons, women´s issues and 

feminism. Moreover, it has specifically created the possibility to talk in other terms and expose 

what was happening in Argentine society. Many informants state how it has empowered many 

women participating in the movement and, particularly empowered some of them on a personal 

level. With regards to negative reactions since the movement emerged, several informants 
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express that there is more hatred against women, more gender-based violence and more 

repression from the state institutions.  
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6 Conclusions 

The main purpose of this study has been to explore participant’s perspectives of the Ni Una 

Menos movement, and to find out how this social movements matters in Argentine society. I 

have based my research on a bottom-up approach, emphasizing the importance of how actors 

are not only influenced by structures in society, but also affect them. I wanted to understand 

this social movement from the activists who form part of it.  

I limited my study to Buenos Aires, Argentina, and have during a three months fieldwork 

completed 16 semi-structured interviews with activists of the movement. I have also conducted 

participant observation, attending two demonstrations for women´s rights, one organized by the 

Ni Una Menos movement in relation to a femicide, and another organized by the Campaign for 

Free, Safe and Legal Abortion. I combined the data collected from the fieldwork, with official 

documents and social movement theories to structure my findings.   

My findings show that Ni Una Menos is mainly understood as a social movement represented 

by a collective of journalists. It is described as a broad women’s movement do to the vast 

number of women issues it grasps and its outreach to a broad set of people from different social 

sectors. The movement is commonly known for addressing femicides. Albeit, the findings 

indicate how it is about much more than femicides, and addresses other women’s issues too, for 

example, street harassment, abortion and social structures in Argentine society which repress 

women. The movement particularly focuses on the women´s right to safety. The ongoing 

debates in the movement are how personal matters are political, the discussion around the 

legalization of abortion and the debates around prostitution versus. sex work. These discussions 

reflect how different waves of feminism are expressed in the movement, how the ideological 

and political focus of the movement is not always straightforward, and how participants come 

together on a broad set of women’s issues. 

 

The participants of Ni Una Menos mention a wide scope of repertories of contention used for 

generating awareness around gender-based violence and mobilizing people all over the country 

to demonstrate. The mass demonstrations, use of social media for mobilization and assisting 

different assemblies and women conferences like the ENM, is what I found as the most 

characteristic tools of protest of the Ni Una Menos movement. Thus, I believe that the Ni Una 

Menos movement can be placed in the fourth-wave of feminism combining different banners 
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of the earlier feminisms and using social media as an important tool to mobilize, organize and 

participate in the movement.  

 

According to my findings, the reasons individuals choose to participate in Ni Una Menos can 

be explained by many social movement theories. The recent waves of femicides generated a 

climate of social discontent that exploded. The previous fight of Argentine women´s movement, 

the ENMs and other platforms of organization like for an instance social media, where 

important resources that enable mobilization. A political context creating a more active 

citizenship for women and men towards gender-based violence and discrimination. A group 

identity as women subject to discrimination and injustice, and the wish for social change. These 

were all factors that combined give a comprehensive explanation of why individuals choose to 

participate in the Ni Una Menos movement and express the need for political change in 

Argentine society. 

 

The dynamics between the Ni Una Menos movement and the state, media and church were 

described as collaborative and conflictual. The state and the Ni Una Menos movement are 

described as in direct opposition with each other, and the state as a perpetrator of gender-based 

violence. Albeit, the movement also addresses the state institutions for societal change, 

specifically they demand policy change and a legislative system that protects women. The 

findings also expose how there is generally a more positive outlook towards the former Kirchner 

governments in relation to the movement, and a more negative outlook towards the current 

president Mauricio Macri vis a vis the movement. It appears that my informants are more 

reluctant and skeptical towards cooperating with the current government, as it goes against 

fundamental ideals of the movement. The media is also perceived as an inhibitor and resource 

for the movement, depending on who sets the public agenda. My informants describe the 

hegemonic media as reproducing gender stereotypes and legitimizing gender based-violence. 

However, they consider it of importance to pressure the hegemonic media for societal change, 

and grassroot-media as an important part of social protest and activism in the movement.  

Finally, the traditional ideals of the Catholic Church and the Ni Una Menos are according to the 

informants in conflict. The traditional values of the Catholic Church of morality and women’s 

submissiveness towards men are in direct conflict with women´s empowerment and gender 

equality. Moreover, the Catholic Church is against legalization of abortion, which is an 

important fight of movement. Therefore, the Catholic Church is in direct conflict with the Ni 
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Una Menos and many believe it should be separated from the state for the movement to achieve 

its goals.   

Finally, with regards to the impact of the Ni Una Menos movement, it has so far been on a 

societal and cultural level. One of the principle impacts of the movement has been, according 

to my informants, that the movement has generated more awareness in society around gender-

based violence and particularly how women are treated in an unfair manner. Another impact 

mentioned is empowerment. Many informants hold that women feel more empowered and less 

afraid to fight for their rights since the movement emerged. A third impacts is how the 

movement has opened up a space for a more gender conscious terminology in Argentine 

society. 

To conclude, my findings indicate that the activists of the Ni Una Menos movement consider it 

an important political force in Argentine society in the fight for gender based-violence and in 

the fight for women’s rights. They consider that the movement has put important issues on the 

political agenda and addresses the need for change of dominant institutional actors. The Ni Una 

Menos movement reflects the need for societal change in Argentine society and has so far 

generated awareness around gender issues and empowered individuals, particularly women, 

according to my informants.  

Further research on the movement may use this research to see if it reflects findings from other 

parts of the country and the region. Activists of the Ni Una Menos movement in Buenos Aires 

may have different experiences then activists of the movement in other cities of Argentina. This 

thesis can be used in comparative studies with other similar movements in Latin America and 

the rest of the world. For an instance, a comparison between Ni Una Menos and the #Me Too 

campaign could be quite fruitful. They both fit into the fourth-wave feminism promoting 

women´s issues actively through social media. Some observable commonalities are that they 

both started out as hashtags, they both address gender-based violence and sexual harassment, 

they both have convoked a broad sector of society, and they both are known for using social 

media as a tool for mobilization. According to Bull (2018), the Ni Una Menos movement and 

not the #Me too campaign was the initiator of the national women´s strikes that have spread all 

over the globe.  
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Appendix 

Appendix A – Interview guide 

 

                    Manual de entrevista 

El material será anonimizado 

1) Presentación del informante 

Edad: 

Género: 

Ocupación: 

Lugar de residencia: 

Lugar de nacimiento: 

2) Participación en el movimiento 

¿Su rol en el movimiento? 

¿Cómo participás/funciones en el movimiento de Ni Una Menos? 

¿Desde cuándo participás en el movimiento? 

¿Por qué decidiste participar en el movimiento? 

3) ¿Qué es Ni Una Menos? 

¿Por qué se creó? 

 ¿El momento concreto en que se estableció, coincidencia?  

 

4) ¿Cuál es el objetivo del movimiento? 

Objetivo principal: 

Objetivos concretos: 

Objetivos a corto plazo y objetivos a largo plazo: 

5) ¿Para vos personalmente, por qué Ni Una Menos es importante? 

6) ¿Según su opinión cuáles son los desafíos principales del movimiento? 



94 

 

¿Hay problemas internos en el movimiento que podrían impedir su funcionamiento? 

¿Hay problemas y desafíos con el Estado? Ejemplos 

¿Hay problemas y desafíos con la sociedad civil? Ejemplos, iglesia, el sistema educativo 

etc.  

¿El tema del aborto, es problemático en cuanto al funcionamiento del movimiento, crea 

división? 

7) Si para vos ha habido algún cambio en el movimiento desde sus inicios hasta 

ahora/cambios  

8) El futuro del movimiento 

9) Conclusión 

¿Hay algo que le gustaría agregar?  

 

¿Tiene usted alguna pregunta sobre mi proyecto? 

 

Por favor contácteme si tenes algo más que agregar, o alguna pregunta, duda o 

consulta. 
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Appendix B - Information about research project 

Información sobre proyecto de investigación  

Nombre de proyecto de investigación:  

“Un estudio sobre el movimiento social argentino Ni Una Menos” 

Objetivo de la investigación: 

La investigación que voy a realizar tiene como objetivo explorar e indagar sobre las 

experiencias y desafíos del movimiento social Ni Una Menos. Un elemento clave de la 

investigación será obtener información sobre las experiencias y perspectivas de los 

participantes del movimiento. Quiero contactarme con personas que forman parte del 

movimiento a través de organizaciones, grupos políticos, filosóficos o religiosos, como también 

personas autoconvocadas o independientes. 

 

La investigación forma parte de mi tesis de máster del Instituto de Literatura, Estudios 

Territoriales y Lenguas Europeas de la Universidad de Oslo, Noruega.  

¿Qué implica participar en la investigación? 

Formar parte de la investigación implica participar en una entrevista cualitativa y responder a 

preguntas relacionados con el movimiento Ni Una Menos. La entrevista se enfocará en 

preguntar sobre el movimiento a partir de experiencias propias del entrevistado. Las entrevistas 

serán grabadas.  

Todo material será anonimizado y cuando el proyecto termine el 31.07.2018 todas las 

grabaciones y otra información personal será borrada. Durante la realización del proyecto toda 

información será protegida y solo visto por mí y la asesora de tesis.  

Participación voluntaria: 

La decisión de participar en la investigación es completamente voluntaria, y usted es libre de 

retirarse en cualquier momento del proyecto sin que esto le represente consecuencias negativas.     

Contacto: 

Si usted tiene alguna pregunta o duda acerca del proyecto, por favor no dude en contactarme 

por mail vida.araya@gmail.com, WhatsApp 0047 46630456 o teléfono 11 5179 2196, o a 

contactarse con la asesora de tesis Anne Margrethe Sønneland por mail a.m.sonneland@vid.no   

 

mailto:vida.araya@gmail.com
mailto:a.m.sonneland@vid.no
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