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 Abstract

This master thesis is a historiographic analysis of how the Holocaust has been utilized to strengthen 

and legitimize Israel as a Jewish state, and how this push has shaped academic, cultural and political

discourse on the Israeli/Palestinian conflict since 1983. By analysis of secondary literature on 

Israel's relationship to the Holocaust, this thesis will explore how perceived links between the two 

play a key role in the shaping of academic and political discourse on the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.

During the two first decades of its existence, Israelis took on the mantle as the heirs of the 

Holocaust. After 1967, the Holocaust became a cornerstone of Israeli and Jewish identity. The 

Holocaust also became a potent rhetorical argument to shield Israel from criticism. This Israeli-

friendly frame of reference was virtually unchallenged in the West until the 80's, when the 'New 

Historians' successfully challenged the Israeli-friendly view. Their critique of Israel as a settler-

colonial state responsible for ethnic cleansing has become entrenched in both the public and 

academic discourse. However, there is a divergence between Israeli-friendly and Israeli-critical 

views linked to framing of the Holocaust on whether it is more analogous to the Palestinians/Arabs 

treatment of Israelis or vice versa. Both sides are deeply entrenched in their views. The battle over 

Holocaust memory is over its Universal or Exclusive characteristics. As a result of the Exclusivist 

view consistent with Zionist narrative-identity, a perceived confluence of Israelis, Jews and Zionism

plays a crucial role role in shaping both antisemitism and anti-Zionism. This confluence is also a 

causal factor in Israel's steady political drift to the right.

This thesis looks at secondary literature to identify political-ideological convergences between 

Israeli utilization of Holocaust memory and its overlap with Jewish identity, consistent with Zionist 

philosophy. In Chapter 1, a summary will be given of how Israel in the first 30 years of its history 

laid the groundwork for representing the heirs of the Holocaust. In Chapter 2, we will look at how 

the paradigms of Zionist narrative-identity had its breakthrough into mainstream politics and 

academia after 1967, and how Israel's 'ownership' of the Holocaust was challenged, beginning in the

early 80's. In Chapter 3, case-points will be given in how the paradigms of Israeli-friendly 

Holocaust memory are applied by academics in such a way that polemics, propaganda and 

scholarship become indistinguishable.
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0.0 Introduction

The Holocaust is the most famous genocide in world history. It represents the pinnacle of evil; of 

human suffering and indecency towards one another. Israel in many ways was born out of the ashes 

of the Holocaust, and spared no effort in pressing its claim to represent the heirs of the victims. 

What's interesting is that as the Holocaust becomes more distant in time and memory, its 

significance as a frame of reference has steadily become more central. For example, it took 20 years

before the Holocaust became important to Jews either in Israel or the United States. Holocaust 

awareness and the proliferation of Holocaust history through culture and literature reached its peak 

in the 90's – 50 years after the event. It seems like a paradox that the Holocaust became more 

important as time passed and survivors dwindled. American and especially Israeli Jews consider the

Holocaust to be a key part of their identity; and as such, Israeli advocacy is framed on the 

assumption that Jews and Israel are perpetual victims, and that Jews and their suffering are distinct 

if not unique. 

As numerous academics have noted, this overlaps with Zionist philosophy and Israeli political and 

territorial aspirations. Israel's special relationship with the Holocaust means the very memory and 

historicism of the event have always been shaped by Israeli-Zionist political ends. Paradigms about 

the ever-present threat of antisemitism, a Second Holocaust and notions of Jewry as unique are 

amongst the distinctive features of Zionist narrative-identity. They key historians on Israel's 

relationship to the Holocaust after 1982 are Tom Segev, Norman Finkelstein and Peter Novick. 

Therefore their scholarly work will be the basis for this thesis. Understanding the Holocaust's 

framing in culture, academia, and political discourse is vital to understand the function of Holocaust

memory. This is of crucial importance for historians. It won't be long before the last survivors die, 

upon which the Shoah will pass from memory to history. The risk is that propaganda-laden 

Holocaust narratives that serve political ends become normative.

This is why I believe my research here is important. First, there are important narrative overlaps 

between Zionism, Israeli political advocacy, and the utilization of the Holocaust. Combined with 

Israel and Zionism's staked ownership over the Holocaust, this means that discussing the Holocaust 

is inherently political. Many who are unaware of the historiography of the Holocaust may 
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themselves internalize a certain frame of reference without even being consciously aware of it. By 

taking a close look at post-Zionist historiography, and the subsequent response by Israel's defenders,

I will expand on the findings Finkelstein, Segev or Novick by posing the following research 

questions:

1. Why did the Holocaust become a central building block of Zionist narrative-identity in

the post-war years?

Given that it took almost 30 years for the Holocaust to become a part of Zionist narrative-identity, it

is a reasonable hypothesis that the association between Zionists, Israelis and Jews was not 

necessarily a given. Indeed, there were 5 million non-Jewish victims of the Nazi Holocaust in 

addition to the 6 million Jews that were exterminated. Common Jewish attachment to the Holocaust 

was slow to emerge. Therefore we will look at the circumstances which lead to the blossoming of 

the Holocaust as part of Jewish core identity, and the factors which lead to this development.

2. What are common features of Zionist narrative-identity and Israeli-friendly Holocaust 

naratives?

Israel officially associates itself with the Holocaust through Yad Vashem, public holidays, survivors'

reparations and so forth. By comparing official Israeli Holocaust memory to Israeli-friendly 

academics such as Efraim Karsh and Benny Morris and their framing of the Holocaust in relation to

Israel, we can see where the narratives overlap and echo each other. 

3. How do Holocaust narratives influence the framing of the Palestinian/Arab conflict?

Since Israel's politics and identity are shaped on the historical lessions of the Holocaust, its 

importance as a framing basis should not be underestimated. Particularily when it comes to the 

moral appraisal and framing of Israel itself in comparison to the wider world. Since the Holocaust 

forms a basis for politics, identity as well as memory, its framing becomes key to a much wider 

discussion of Israel's political history and future political-ideological trajectory. 
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1.0 – The Paradigms of Israeli Holocaust Memory

1.1 The Holocaust and the Creation of Israel

In the opening chapter we will look at Israel's relationship to the Holocaust in the years 1948-1967, 

and how Zionisms gradually staked their claim to its legacy. Yad Vashem came to embody Israeli 

Holocaust Memory, and it would not take long before official Israeli Holocaust memory became 

intertwined with politics. Meanwhile, Israel we busy forging a common Jewish-Israeli identity and 

the New Jew, in its Labour (Ben-Gurion) and Revisionist (Begin) variants. How these factions 

placed Holocaust memory in relation to Jewish identity would form the basis of Holocaust 

narrative-identity and shape key paradigms of Holocaust memory. Perceived gentile antisemitism, 

the struggle for Jewish/Israeli legitimacy in the eyes of the wider world, Israel's claim to represent 

Holocaust victims, and the Uniqueness of the Holocaust were features that would emerge. By 1967, 

identification with Israel and the Holocaust would emerge as key aspects of Jewish identity. 

Therefore, Holocaust history, Israeli politics, and the changing view of Jewry in the West have 

converged to shape the very paradigms through which historians view these events in the first place.

The core of this Israeli-friendly Holocaust narrative is Yad Vashem's portrayal of Holocaust 

memory. 

Though these paradigms were relegated to Jewish and strongly pro-Israeli Zionist communities in 

the 1950's, exploring their roots is key to establishing the link to Zionist narrative-identity. We will 

also see how Israeli Zionists associated antisemitism and the Holocaust with Zionist doctrine. A 

Redemption narrative seemingly spontanously emerged following the Eichmann Trial and Israel's 

rapid rise and overwhelming victories in June 1967. Finally, there will be a brief discussion of the 

scholarly debate surrounding the association of Israel's rise and proliferation of Holocaust 

awareness, the disagreements, and the political links that emerged. There is an incredible agreement

within academia about the key aspects of the Holocaust and Israel came to be assciated1. There is 

genuine disagreement about whether this rise was due mostly to particular cultural stirrings in Israel

and the US (Novick, Lipstadt), or if they were driven on and spurred by political power élites to 

1 The broad trends on Israel's special relationship with the Holocaust and the common convergence with Zionism is 
noted by virtually every scholar who has written on the subject: Tom Segev, Daniel Navon, Eran Kaplan, Daniel Bar-
Tal, Norman Finkelstein, Peter Novick, and even Deborah Lipstadt. How they judge and evaluate this link varies, but 
they all identify it in their various ways, as will be evident in the proceeding chapters.
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satisfy strategic interests (Finkelstein). These points are not just relevant directly to Zionist 

narrative-identity, but also as a paradigm of how Israel is perceived: It is either naturally given 

dispensation and a large degree of understanding by Gentiles and Jews alike, precisely because 

Israel's successfully associating itself with the victims of the Holocaust.

So what connection does the Holocaust have to Israel's creation? There is no direct causal 

relationship between the two. Israel won its statehood (and borders) through the strength of arms, 

and state recognition was therefore simply a fait accompli. There is no compelling evidence that any

nations, or blocks of nations, were moved to recognize Israel as a result of the Holocaust2. Despite 

this, the Holocaust would eventually come to encompass one of the central tenants of modern 

Jewish identity. In 1948, when Israel won its independence, there was a widespread diplomatic 

argument that Jews didn't just deserve, but required a safe haven to escape persecution. The 

victorious Allies were unwilling to settle Europe's Jews in their own countries, and large sections of 

the Diaspora therefore settled in the newly created Israel3. The diplomatic argument was accepted as

overwhelming at the time of partition in 1947, and formed the basis of international support for UN 

Resolution 181 (The Partition of Mandate Palestine into Jewish and Arab sections)4. However, there

is little to indicate that broad popular sympathy for Holocaust survivors affected the diplomatic 

recognition process. Unexpected Soviet support for Israeli statehood was also an important factor. 

More important to Israel's rapid international recognition was greatly helped by Western perceptions

held at the time. In the West was perhaps the greatest significance the Western view of Arabs, as has

been illustrated in Edward Said's seminal work Orientalism (1978). Here he carefully characterized 

how the West built up an image of the Arabs based on their on presuppositions ever since Napoleon,

mired in racist and imperial thought. «In Short, Orientalism as a Western style for dominating, 

restructuring, and having authority over the Orient»5. Views of the Arabs and muslims as exotic 

with a myserious culture and indiscenable trival drives. As a result, their demands for self-

determination were always taken less seriously.

2 This is a point that both Yad Vashem and Peter Novick agree on. Robert Rozett at Yad Vashem: «many believe that 
Israel emerged directly because of the Holocaust [...] This explanation, however, doesn't stand up to historical 
exploration. And the causes for the establishment of the State of Israel were really quite different.» Yad Vashem: The 
Holocaust and the Establishment of the State of Israel, video lecture, 9 February 2010, timestamped link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_D4fM-3FxI&t=18, read 15/10/18. Also see Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in 
American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), pages 71-72
3 Morris, Benny: Righteous Victims: A History of the Arab-Zionist Conflict 1881-1999, (1999), pages 176, 182-183
4 Morris, Benny: Righteous Victims: A History of the Arab-Zionist Conflict 1881-1999, (1999), page 186
5 Said, Edward W.: Orientalism (25 Year Anniversary Edition, New York, 2003), page 32
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Second, the cultural influence of Christianity and the Bible spurred sympathy for the Yishuv 

pionéers, returning to ancient biblical places to forge a Jewish nation, such as in biblical times. This 

Christian support for Zionism was (and is) arguably more important and impactful than the Jewish 

influence. In 1948 this Christian influence was a crucial personal influence U.S. President Harry 

Truman to regocnize the Jewish state. His government was amongst the first to extend recognition 

and sympathy to Israel. But at the time, the U.S. recognition of a Jewish state was viewed coldly by 

the U.S. State Department, who feared that U.S. support for Israel would alienate Arab states and 

drive them into the hands of the Soviets, thus endangering oil supplies from the Middle East. In 

addition Zionist influence in Britain and the United States was already advanced. Already in 1917 a 

'Jewish Homeland' had been proclaimed by the British government in the Balfour Declaration. In 

the United States, there were 1 million members of Zionist organizations in the United States in 

1948, and they were especially noted for their dedication. The Holocaust and stories of refugees 

denied entry into Israel, such as the Exodus generated enormous sympathy in the United States. 

Kathleen Christinson notes that in the United States, Zionist-based parameters have sat the stage for

the political discourse on Palestine/Israel in every U.S. Administration since Woodrow Wilson6. The

later Special Relationship of later years had deep roots. Indeed, Zionist influence in the U.S. By the 

time of Truman was well advanded. Already at this stage, the Zionist 'frame of reference' regarding 

the perception of Palestine was virtually unchallenged in U.S. political and cultural life. As 

Christinson puts it: 

«[...] these early efforts essentially determined public and policy-maker thinking for 

all 16 periods and administrations. It quickly became automatic [...] to view the 

Palestine situation from a totally Zionist perspective. To assume that since the U.S. 

had supported a Jewish Homeland in the Wilson administration, that set policy 

forever. [...]. This atmosphere was re-enforced by already existing distain for Arabs 

and Muslims, and was obviously further solidified by the huge justifiable outpouring 

of sympathy for Jews in that aftermath of the Holocaust. [...] This is what I mean by 

a 'public discourse' and a 'frame of refrence' that are totally pro-Zionist, and now 

pro-Israeli. The mindset was more or less set in concrete when Truman had to make 

6 Truman's recognition of Israel, page 63, U.S. State Department's opposition to recognition, page 67, U.S. Zionist 
numbers, influence and dedication, page 73, Exodus story and its significance, page 75. Zionist influence since Wilson, 
pages 13-14. Christinson, Kathleen: Perceptions of Palestine: Their Influence on U.S. Middle East Policy (2003, 
University of California Press)
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a decision on supporting statehood for Israel7.» 

All these factors give a solid understanding for Western, and especially American, initial support for

Israel. In their minds, the perception that Holocaust became a precursor of the return of the Jews to 

their 'homeland' could seem almost natural to assume. The lack of respecting - or understanding - 

Palestinian self-determination would not go unnoticed by the Palestinians, many of whom felt that 

the Zionists had made them pay for the Holocaust8. After all, it was their land whom the Jews were 

compensated with. While the immediate past was certainly not forgotten, it changed character in the

minds of world Jewry. Suddenly earlier Jewish history became a 'lead-up' to its culmination, namely

the creation of the modern Jewish state. The past became an instrument in shaping the present and 

future, but which aspects of that past that were emphasized became subject to political 

considerations right from the start. For example, the Jewish claim to Palestine was based on two 

crucial elements. First was the continual Jewish history of the region spanning back millennia to the

time when it was their homeland, the second was the right of self-determination by the Jewish 

people. History through the Zionist lense has thus always been filtered through trying to answer 

these key questions in Israel's favour, either in secular or religious variants. Hence, politics and 

history for Israel and Zionism have been inexorably linked since the state's creation9. These lines of 

Zionist thinking would later become intertangled with Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives. The 

whole historiography of Israel and Palestine are often framed on political considerations, precisely 

because they are linked to perceptions and narratives of preceding history. The crucial early 

developments of Israel's association to the Holocaust illustrate the origins of this conflagration, well

before mass proliferation of the Zionist narrative-identity and Israeli-affirmative Holocaust 

narratives. 

7 Kathleen Christinson: "The U.S.-Israeli Partnership and the Impact on Palestine" at St. Mark's Cathedral in Seattle, 
Washington,  February 19, 2010 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4zj5VukBDA&t=1943, timestamped link, read 
11/10/18
8 Many Arabs, I know, feel that the destruction of Palestine was partly a result of Zionism's ability to make Palestinians
also pay the exorbitant human cost of the Holocaust.» Said, Edward W.: The End of the Peace Process (2000 New 
York), page 12
9 The term «Zionist» may be tiring to some readers. Daniel Navon is precise in his definition, and whenever I use the 
term I defer to his definition: «I Write "Zionist" as opposed to "Israeli" as the some 20% Palestinian population of 
Israel cannot be said [...] to be considered by the nationalist elite a part of the Zionist community. Furthermore [...] 
Crucial-through-partial constituencies of the Zionist community are found far from Israeli territory.» In other words, 
Zionism is here to mean Jewish nationalism, with a pro-Israeli adherence, which views itself as fulfilling the ideological
ideals of previously-established ideological Zionism in the tradition of Theodore Herzl. Navon, Daniel: "We are a 
people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in Israel and the US, Journal of 
Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015 Footnote 5, page 365
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Israel's and Zionism's association to the Holocaust started early. In fact, it started before the 

Holocaust was complete. Zionist and Yishuv leaders would early on take great effort to associate 

Israel as closely as possible with the Holocaust. Since its founding, Israel has presented the 

Holocaust as a heroic sacifice for the nation by the Israeli state, and the emphasis of this memory is 

used systematically to strengthen its legitimacy10. What's striking is the speed with which the early 

Zionist leaders moved to capitalize on commemoration of Holocaust victims. They were to become 

martyrs for the Israeli state in the making. Blueprints for Vad Yashem were drawn up already in 

September 1942, while most eventual victims of the Holocaust were still alive11. Drawn up by 

Mordechai Shenhavi, these plans were the first presented to the Jewish National Fund as a 

suggestion to make Israel the centre of Holocaust commemoration12. Though perhaps paradoxically,

while being excellent diplomatic leverage for Israel, the Holocaust was almost a death blow to 

Zionism. The great mass of Jews that would make up the future population of Israel had 

dramatically shrunk. As deportations and exterminations begun in Europe in 1941-1942, the Zionist 

leadership considered European Jewry lost. As the war came to a close, there was an extreme worry 

amongst the Yishuv leadership that there wouldn't be enough Jews to establish a Jewish state13. At 

the time, both Chaim Weizmann and Ben Gurion described the extermination of European Jewry as 

a «nightmare» for the prospects of Zionism14. Perhaps because of this, Ben Gurion viewed the 

Holocaust primarily as a crime against the Jewish state in the making15. Serious worries were also 

raised in the Yishuv's capacity to integrate such a large number of survivors in such a short period 

of time. About 500,000 European Jews were absorbed in the years 1945-1950. When the survivors 

finally did come, no effort was spared in making Israel «the only national embodiment of a people 

who, because of their association with it, were sentenced to destruction»16. The Holocaust, in other 

words, came to vindicate Zionism17. Or at least, that was what Israel's leaders and visionaries 

routinely expressed. In terms of popular memory and narrative-identity this link would take decades

to fully crystallize. But in terms of political narrative and state sanctioned commemoration, the link 

to the Holocaust has been there since before Israel was even fully established as a state. In 1950, 

10 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 426
11 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 105
12 Doron, Bar: Holocaust and Heroism in the Process of Establishing Yad Vashem (1942-1970), Studies on the 
Holocaust, 1 September 2016, Vol. 30 No. 3, page 170
13 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 113
14 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 70
15 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 98
16 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 251
17 «Yad Vashem's raison d'être was not only commemorative but also Zionist» Cohen, Boaz: The Difficulties of 
Creating a Holocaust Archive: Yad Vashem and Israel Kastner, Jewish Culture and History, November 2014, page 183
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Mordechai Shenhavi's proposal to give all Holocaust victims posthumous Israeli citizenship was 

seriously considered18. There were public holidays established. Yom HaShoah was established as a 

public holiday in 1951, and was commemorated nationally since 195819. But these commemorations

were in these early years small-scale and would not receive the mass proliferation of later years. 

However, on a social and personal level, the Holocaust was pushed to the margins of popular 

discourse20. The stigma of having been victims of genocide was, perhaps surprisingly, viewed with 

partial distain in the Yishuv – the question was most often raised; why had the Jews not done more 

to defend themselves? In reports written on the subject, concentration camp survivors were referred 

to as «Human Debris2122». Indeed, being known as a survivor of the Shoah was culturally in Israel 

viewed with shame and guilt, because it was widely assumed that everybody had been killed, and 

only the dregs of society - or collaborators - had survived23. Such stigma made the Holocaust a 

hushed subject in the early years of Israeli  collective memory24. There was also the lingering 

assumption that the Jews had gone passively to their deaths, or like «sheep to the slaughter», which 

was at odds with the aggressive New Jew the early Israelis wanted to create. In fact, one of Israel's 

very first Holocaust-related laws was the 1950 Nazis and Nazi Collaborators Punishment Law, 

primarly targetted at Jewish camp commanders, or kapos, and members of the Judenrat25. Over 

500,000 of Israel's 2 million Jews in 1950 were European exiles who had fled in the lead-up or 

immediate aftermath of the Second World War and its brutality, especially targetted against the Jews

of Europe2627. In places like the Baltic countries, Poland, and Belorussia, upwards of 90% of the 

Jewish population had been exterminated. Many were concentration camp or ghetto survivors, still 

carrying their tattoos and physical injuries from their wartime experiences. The families of most 

survivors had been decimated or completely wiped out. A disturbing number of Israelis from 

18 Doron, Bar: Holocaust and Heroism in the Process of Establishing Yad Vashem (1942-1970), Studies on the 
Holocaust, 1 September 2016, Vol. 30 No. 3, page 176
19 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 348
20 Aharony, Michal: The Construction of Israeli Collective Memory of the Holocaust in the Formative Years of Israel 
1948-1967, 2004, New School University, page 5
21 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 117
22 Peter Novick documents terms such as «walking corpses», «the living dead», «human wreckage» Novick, Peter: The
Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 68
23 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 183-185
24 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 154
25 Jewish Virtual Library: Basic Laws of Israel: Nazis and Nazi Collaborators (Punishment) Law (1950) – 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/nazis-and-nazi-collaborators-punishment-law-1950, read 20/9/18
26 Jewish Virtual Library: Immigration to Israel: Total Immigration, by Year - 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/total-immigration-to-israel-by-year, read 9/12/17
27 UNSCOP United Nations Special Committee on Palestine, Report to the General Assembly, 1947 population data – 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/07175DE9FA2DE563852568D3006E10F3, read 9/12/17
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Eastern Europe were the only surviving members of their families. Perhaps owing partially due to 

these experiences, partially due to the cultural attitudes of the time, being connected to the 

Holocaust was rather perceived as a mark of shame than one of pity or pride28. In fact, when Yad 

Vashem was initially established in 1953, the mass killing of Jews and heroic resistance were kept 

separate at the insistence of the head comissioner29. «Rememberance» and «Heroism» were 

commemorated in two distinct halls30. 

Stories of Jews being lead to their deaths like sheep, passively walking to their own exterminations 

in either mass shootings by the Einsatzgruppen, or herded into gas chambers in Auschwitz gave the 

impression of Jews as weak, passive, and accepting of their fate - because, of course, any Jews who 

showed even slight signs of resistence were not long for this world. The passive ghetto Jews 

marching obediently to their deaths in the gas chambers represented the opposite image of what the 

Yishuv leadership in Israel wanted to create. In fact, there was an undercurrent of holding the 

victims themselves partially responsible, for not having seen the Zionist light and having emigrated 

to Palestine earlier31. One such voice was Mahachem Begin. His Revisionist Zionist bloc,the heirs 

of Ze'ev Jabotinsky, argued that the Jews must be self-sufficient and win Eretz Israel through 

birthright and force, not through negotiations, compromise or compensation. In the early 50's, Begin

sought to establish the Holocaust in Israeli memory by hallowing the event as a blood sacrifice for 

Israel, Calling the victims of the Holocaust «Holy Martyrs». The Holocaust was to stand at the 

center of values and emotions, and as the baseline for all norms of good and evil. This sanctifying 

of the Holocaust stood in contrast to Ben Gurion's pragmatist approach3233. Begin embodied a 

popular position on the Zionist Right: That compensation from Germany, out of anti-German 

sentiments, were unacceptable, as they would involve political concessions and humiliations for 

Israelis34. The absorbition of over a million Mizrahi and Sephardi Jews who migrated or were 

28 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 180
29 Doron, Bar: Holocaust and Heroism in the Process of Establishing Yad Vashem (1942-1970), Studies on the 
Holocaust, 1 September 2016, Vol. 30 No. 3, page 178
30 Cohen, Boaz: The Difficulties of Creating a Holocaust Archive: Yad Vashem and Israel Kastner, Jewish Culture and 
History, November 2014, page 174
31 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 181
32 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 225-226
33 Begin also detested the Labour Zionists' 'self-humiliation' expressed through their Kibbutzim philosophy: «[...] the 
kibbutzim and Histadrut, central institutions of the Israeli state, emerged out of the local confrontation with Arab 
Palestinians in a form fundamentally different from the pristine doctrine of productivization that had originally been 
coined in Europe. The concept of productivization was developed in response to the selfloathing that discriminatory 
exclusions from productive industry encouraged in Eastern European Jewry (in this sense, as Shafir acutely observes, 
Zionism mirrored the persecutors’ anti-Semitism)» Wolfe, Patrick: Settler Colonialism and the elimination of the native,
Journal of Genocide Research, December 2006, Vol.8 No. 4, page 389
34 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 238
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expelled from their Arab host nations in the aftermath of Israel's founding created the need for a 

strong emphasis on bringing Jews of very different backgrounds together as one people. The pro-

Israeli narrative as presented early in Israely history quickly shifted focus to nation building and the 

redemption the Jewish diaspora, finally forging a state after thousands of years in exile. Thus it's 

only natural that the emphasis on Israeli national identity rested on the teaching of Hebrew and 

common Jewish history and heritage. Émigrés, especially of non-European background, were 

viewed by the Yishuv as foreigners, dubious and difficult to integrate35. Apart from sporadic 

episodes such as the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, there was, sadly and tragically, little active resistance

to the Nazi extermination program. It was therefore more convenient to unite Israeli Jews on the 

basis of ancient and heroic history. 

1.2 – German Reparations and Reconciliation

After the initial explosion of concern generated in the immediate aftermath of World War 2 with the 

opening of the concentration camps, the Nuremberg war crimes tribunal and the mass emigration to 

Israel, public concern and symathy quickly dwindled, even amongst Jews outside of Israel36. The 

Holocaust's entanglement in Israeli politics begun in ernest when Konrad Adenauer repudiated 

Nazism and acknowledged collective German guilt for crimes in World War 2, opening the door to 

restitution for Holocaust survivors. Many of them had settled in Israel. The Jewish Claims 

Conference was set up in 1951 to seek compensation for Jewish property lost during the War. 

German reparations were formalized in a reparations agreement, the Luxembourg Agreement of 

1952. Beginning in 1953, Germany was to pay in total 3.4 billion marks (about 820 million $) of 

reparations to Israel over 14 years. This result came about mainy because of intense Israeli 

lobbying, particularily by Nahum Goldmann and his associates. West Germany was still recovering 

from the war and in the process of de-Nazification, and the Israeli lobbyists were able to argue 

convincingly that Germany's international standing could be hurt if it refused to grant compensation

to Holocaust victims. The claim to Israeli reparations for the Holocaust, as Edward Said has noted, 

has never been widely questioned by Western countries, as Israel's right to receive reparations is 

largely considered self-evident37. In the end, German reparations to Israel from 1953 to 1965 played

35 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 138-139
36 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 9
37 Said, Edward W.: The End of the Peace Process (2000 New York), pages 158, 164
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a vital role in the development of Israeli electricity, railroads, and contributions of foreign capital. In

fact, two-thirds of Israel's imports were paid for via foreign capital by 1961. In addition, personal 

compensations were being paid out, beginning in the early 50's. By 1967, 125,000 personal 

compensation claims were being pursued by the United Restoration Organization alone. The 

average income of an Israeli who received compensation was 30% higher than that of his or her 

peers38. 

Israeli compensation for past historic crimes set a precedent. In a world whose political climate 

gradually moved towards universalist principles of self-determination and co-existence, the fact that

Israel had in fact been compensated for the crimes of the Holocaust not only formalized German 

guilt, but it also asserted Israel's claim to represent world Jewry, as it had successfully been 

compensated on their behalf. For the first time a past regime had been held financially accountable 

for antisemitic actions39. It also showed that countries could be held legally and financially 

responsible for humanitarian crimes. The implication did not go unnoticed on the Israeli leadership. 

Moshe Sharett, the second Prime Minister of Israel remarked: «If we receive compensation from the

Germans, it will enable us to make generous compensation to the Arabs. If we demanded 

compensation from the Germans, we cannot ignore our obligation to pay compensation to the 

Arabs40». By contrast, it was startling how quickly Israel and West Germany normalized their 

relationships. Within 15 years of the Holocaust, West Germany had provided Israel both with arms 

deals and reparations. Ben Gurion's government had negotiated an arms deal with West Germany 

valued at 36 Million DM. This deal, initially secret, was made public by the press in June 1959. The

notion of Israel selling weapons to Germans generated massive uproar. Ben Gurion defended the 

decision in the Knesset by reasoning that having adequate weapons could one day be «a matter of 

life and death for the state of Israel». He then invoked the dead of the Holocaust. A year later, in 

May 1960, Konrad Adenauer promised Ben Gurion a 10-year 500 Million $ loan to develop the 

Negev desert. It was not just reconciliation that drove these developments – it was also a sense that 

Germany under Adenauer could 'make up for the sins' of Hitler41.

38 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), pages 234, 231, 241, 243, 249
39 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 233
40 Haaretz – Israel's Great Debate, Yossi Sarid, September 17 2007 – https://www.haaretz.com/1.4975039, quoted in 
«The Reparations Controversy: Moshe Sharett and the Reparations Controversy: Collected Documents», edited by 
Yaakov Sharett, read 15/10/18
41 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), pages 313-314, 316, 320
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1.3 – The Kastner Affair

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of emerging Holocaust memory and Israeli narrative-identity is 

the monumental shift away from emphasis on Jewish collaborators. In the 50's, this was in fact the 

main focus of Israelis' desire for justice and closure. Kapos or members of the Judenrat featured 

very prominently early in Israeli history. In later years, they would almost vanish entirely from 

Israeli Holocaust memory. Israel's treatment of collaborators in the 50's is a case study how living 

and involuntary memories dominated, and illustrates perhaps why Holocaust memory was not yet 

ready to become a key aspect of Israeli or Jewish identity. As we will see, the question of why it 

took over 20 years for identification to take place, has puzzled many academics. In the Israel of the 

1950's, being a Holocaust survivor meant radiating weakness in contrast to Zionist ideals. An early 

popularly held conception was that anyone who had survived must have 'done something' to get 

away. The implication being that any survivors were either German collaborators or were forced to 

act with merciless abandon of morals, such as selling out or abandoning their families42. There was 

a widespread suspicion of being members of the notorious Judenrat, Jewish committees set up by 

the Germans to administer the ghettos during the war. It was through the Judenrat, often with their 

own police force, that many of the worst Nazi atrocities on Jews were carried out43. The reality is 

that the Judenrat made the Nazi efforts to concentrate, confiscate, and eventually exterminate an 

easier task44. Suspicion of having survived for being a member was tantamount to being a race 

traitor. It's hard to imagine a more brutal infamy. Yad Vashem, Israel's official Holocaust memorial, 

while recognizing the existence of the Judenrat, downplays their significance45. While Europeans 

familiar with World War 2 will know that collaborators is a common theme in most countries, the 

notion that this also applied to Jewish communities is remarkably absent from most contemporary 

works on Holocaust history. Rather, the memory of the Holocaust is systematic Nazi brutality 

directly against the Jews. This emphasis fits into the Israeli image of resistance and martyrdom, 

resisting their would-be vanquishers. An overwhelming sense of guilt can partially explain this 

behaviour. The Zionists' feelings of guilt, too, for supposedly having 'abandoned' Europe's Jews was

a recurring stigma.

42 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), pages 183-184
43 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Holocaust Enecyclopedia: Jewish Councils (Judenraete) – 
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005265#, read 9/12/17
44 Hilberg, Raul: The Destruction of European Jews (1985 Revised Edition, Holmes & Meier), page 155-156
45 Yad Vashem: Judenrat – http://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%206389.pdf, read 11/5/2018
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All of these trends are best illustrated in Israel's first great Holocaust trial: The Kastner Affair. In 

1957, Malchiel Gruenwald, a Jerusalem hotel owner and a fierce critic of Mapai, the proto-labour 

ruling coalition of Israel at the time, published inflammatory pamphlets where he smeared and 

discredited his perceived enemies. In an August 1952 pamphlet, he singled out the former 

Hungarian Jew Israel Rudolf Kastner, a Mapai government official, also living in Jerusalem, for 

being a Nazi collaborator who had worked with the SS to deport Jews to the gas chambers, 

knowingly sending them to their deaths. Indeed, Kastner had been headed the Rescue Commitee in 

Hungary as executive director. When the country was occupied by the Nazis in 1944, Kastner had 

directly negotiated with Adolf Eichmann to hand over the bulk of Hungarian Jewry (around 800,000

people) and their properties in exchange for the transportation of 1,685 Jews by train to neutral 

Switzerland. Half of this community would be exterminated in Auschwitz before the end of the war.

Here was a Jew, in the Israeli perception, who had willingly aided in the extermination of his 

people. Suddenly Jews in Israel were faced with «Jewish traitors who lent a hand to the 

extermination of their nation», as spoken by Knesset member Mordechai Nurok46. Indeed, in the DP

camps from which many Jews found their way to Israel, many former kapos and camp collaborators

had intermingled and evaded notice47. Rudolf Kastner came to symbolize a race traitor, a high-

ranking member of the Judenrat whom the Nazis had appointed to aid in their plans. Less than 10 

years after Israel's birth, the drive to build the New Jew was in high gear, and the Holocaust was 

still extremely fresh in memory. The perception that Jews had passively gone like 'lambs to the 

slaughter' could not contrast more with the ideal Israeli image. Kastner's trial was far from the only 

such trial of Jewish collaborators in Israel, but it was by far the most significant and prolific. It was 

ironic, because Kastner had written affidavits that had been used at Nuremberg. He had even been 

welcomed as an «honored guest» in Yad Vashem for having 'helped' save 200,000 Hungarian 

Jews48.

The interweaving of politics and memory became very evident with the climax of the Kastner affair,

when the libel trail began in October 1954. The Israeli government sued Gruenwald for libel on 

Kastner's behalf. Gruenwald's defence attourney was a man named Shmuel M. Tamir, a believer in 

Greater Israel and with firm Zionist Revisionist credentials. He sought to use the trial as a means to 

46 Gruenwald's pamphlets, pages 256-257, Kastner's wartime role, page 265, Mordechai Nurok's utterances, page 258. 
Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), New York.
47 Kapos were prisoners appointed by the Nazis into various leadership positions in the camps, often charged with 
enforcing discipline and obedience to their Nazi oppressors.
48 Cohen, Boaz: The Difficulties of Creating a Holocaust Archive: Yad Vashem and Israel Kastner, Jewish Culture and 
History, November 2014, page 179, 181
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damage the ruling Mapai coalition. His main argument was that Kastner had knowingly withheld 

knowledge of extermination from the deported Jews. Indeed, Tamir used the opportunity to make 

the case how the Jewish Agency had sacrificed Jewry for party. It quickly became a trial where rules

of judicial procedure seemed to be suspended. Uri Avineri, publisher of the magazine Haolam 

Hazeh, the magazine which did much to publicize the trial, stated that Yishuv leaders' behaviour in 

making political compromises with Britain and Germany exhibited a similar behaviour to Jewish 

ghetto leaders. Had only the Hebrew youth been called to action, they could have forced the world 

to act, he argued. As a government employee of high public regard Kastner represented a paradox. 

If Kastner were to win the case it would appear as if the Israeli state was protecting Nazi 

collaborators. If he lost it would be a victory for the Zionist Revisionists, and it would damage the 

credibility of the ruling Mapai coalition. This schizophrenia is well illustrated by judge Moshe 

Silberg at the opening of the proceedings: «It is hard for us, the judges of Israel, to free ourselves of

the feeeling that, in punishing a worm of this sort, we are diminishing, even if by only a trace, the 

abysmal guilt of the Nazis themselves»49. The fact that Jews themselves had aided in their 

destruction also did not fit the Zionist dichotomy of Jews resisting, as a body, the extermination at 

German hands. It also played into the Revisionist image of the Israelis as the 'true' representative of 

the New Jew.

While political cheap shots characterized the Kastner Affair, it reflected a general trend of Israeli 

unwillingness to thorougly deal with the complexities of the Holocaust at this stage in its history. 

According to Tom Segev, it was collectively the most painful trial of Israel's existence, with the 

exception of the Eichmann Trial. It also firmly reflected Israelis' image of themselves as the 'heirs' 

of the Holocaust, and that Israel was a state embodiment representing the victims. For in the end, 

Kastner lost the trial. On June 22, 1955, the court found that Gruenwald had been accurate in 

describing Kastner on 3 of 4 counts. By reaching an agreement with the Nazis, judge Havely wrote, 

«K. [Kastner] sold his soul to the devil.» The ruling was overturned in a Supreme Court appeal 

ruling in January 1958 in a 4-1 vote. This ruling was viewed by many as unpatriotic and unpopular. 

The ruling was also overshadowed by the assassination of Kastner himself on March 3 1957 a 

stone's throw from his own house. The affair also illustrates a deep Israeli split in how to reconcile 

Israeli post-Holocaust nationalism with Jewish Nazi collaboration. Indeed, the press coverage and 

49 Efforts to politicize Kastner Trial on Revisionist Zionist lines, page 267, accusations against Jewish Agency, page 
271, seeming suspension of judicial proceedings, page 273, comparison of Yishuv leaders to ghetto leaders, page 279. 
Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York)
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portrayal of the Mapai coalition as a «ghetto government» lead to the fall of the Sharett government 

and expulsion of the General Zionists from the governing coalition50. Herut, the forerunners of the 

Likud and representatives of Revisionist Zionism, went from 8 to 15 seats in the 1955 election. 

From here until the Likud victory in 1977, their strength would continue to grow. As Israeli political

and military strength increased, so would the appeal of the no compromise bloc of Israeli 

expansionists. If Herut and Mapai had anything in common, it was a shared view that Israeli and the

Israelis represented the voice of the victims. It was no timing accident that Israel instituted Yom 

HaShoah, or «Holocaust Martyrs and Heroes' Rememberance Day» as a publically commemorated 

holiday in 1959, for the first time politically sanctifying the link between Israel and the Holocaust51.

Martyrdom and heroism give quite different impressions than the stink the Kastner Affair generated.

1.4 – The Eichmann Trial

By contrast, Israel's greatest Holocaust trial came to vindicate their association. The Eichmann 

Affair was the first substantial mass awakening of the Holocaust in Israeli collective consciousness. 

Eichmann, a former top SS Officer who worked under Heinrich Himmler and played a key event in 

the Final Solution, was kidnapped in Argentina by Israeli agents and brought to Israel to stand trial. 

The capture and subsequent trial in Israel send shockwaves through the nation, and garnered a sense

of national unity stronger than at any time since 194852. The international coverage of the trial also 

set the stage for the international association of Israel as a product of the Holocaust. Adolf 

Eichmann was one of the prime Nazi war criminals who had evaded capture after the war. His direct

task was the organization of the extermination programme decided on in the Wannsee Conference in

1942, where the Final Solution was articulated53. After the war, he escaped to Argentina, whereupon

his family quickly followed. After an intrigue-laden discovery and preparation phase (Principal in 

this process was the famous Nazi Hunter Simon Wiesenthal, himself an Austrian Jew and a 

Holocaust survivor). After a controversial pre-trial process, the trial began in April 1961. Eichmann 

was charged under Israel's Nazis and Nazi Collaborators Law of 1950, and faced the death penalty. 

50 Eichmann Trial post trumatic for Israel, page 262, Kastner Trial first verdict, page 282, overturning by Supreme 
Court, page 305, Kastner's assassination page 308, Political fallout of Kastner Affair, page 289 - Segev, Tom: The 
Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York)
51 Daniel Navon: «We are a people one people»: How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity and 
the US - Journal of Historical Sociology Vol 28, No 3, September 2015, page 348
52 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 326
53 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 324
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The trial would become perhaps the most important episode in transforming Holocaust history, as 

well as memory, to its present-day paradigms. 

The shaping of the event itself was in large part politically motivated. At the time, the kidnapping 

and trialing of Eichmann had in of itself triggered international outrage. How could Israel infringe 

on another sovereign nation, Argentina, kidnap people off the street, and make them accountable 

through retroactive laws? In the United States, news editorials viewed Eichmann's capture 

negatively on a ratio of two to one54. However, as the trial proceeded the negative coverage quickly 

dwindled, and it became a media sensation that for the first time brought serious attention to the 

Holocaust in a worldwide audience. In fact, it was only after the Eichmann trial that Holocaust 

became synonymous with The Nazi Holocaust55. Before this, the term was simply a synonym of 

mass murder on a large scale. Others, such as the Armenians had used it as an adjective for their 

plight at the hands of the Turks during World War 1. Now, Holocaust came to be singularily 

associated with Nazi genocide of European Jewry. The New York post argued that a death penalty 

given in Israel would be viewed as vengeance, whereas a life sentence in Germany would serve as a

moral lession. Indeed, Israel's efforts in legitimizing the trial on the model of the Nuremberg Trials 

were extensive. Eichmann's defence attourney was paid for by the Israeli state. Eichmann's defence 

attourney, Robert Servatius, tried early in the trial to argue that the whole trial was illegitimate since

Jewish judges could not possibly be impartial in the case. The response was essentially that this 

made the judges even more qualified to judge. The Israeli attitude was summed up in Chief 

Prosecutor Gideon Hausner's words: 

«As I stand before you, judges of Israel, to lead the prosecution of Adolf Eichmann, 

I am not standing alone. With me are six million accusers. But they cannot rise to 

their feet to point an accusing finger towards the glass booth and cry out at the 

man sitting there, «I accuse». For their ashes are piled up on the hills of Auschwitz 

and the fields of Treblinka, washed by the rivers of Poland, and their graves are 

scattered the length and breadth of Europe. Their blood cries out, but their voices 

cannot be heard. I, therefore, will be their spokesman and will pronounce, in their 

names, this awesome indictment56.»

54 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 129-132
55 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 133-134
56 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 347
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Indeed, the decision to put Eichmann on trial with exclusively Israeli judges in an Israeli court was 

specifically because of how leading Zionist had reasoned that the event ought to be staged for the 

rest of the world. Ben Gurion's Mapai could finally seize control over the normative interpretation 

of Holocaust memory, and shape it to Israel's interest. It would help sweep the Kastner Affair under 

the rug, and lay the groundwork for the Holocaust as a distinct, if not unique crime. Nahum 

Goldmann, president of the World Zionist Organization had proposed to have an international panel 

of judges. In respose, Ben Gurion wrote that it would be the duty of the State of Israel to hold Nazis 

accountable for this crime without equal, unique in history. Israelis, in Ben Gurion minds, were the 

only heirs to the six million who were murdered57. It did not matter that the Jews had been murdered

regardless of whether they were Zionists or not. They were martyrs to Israel all the same. 

Second, it singled out the Holocaust – The attempted extermination of European Jewry at Nazi 

hands – as an entity distinct from other Nazi crimes, both in the eyes of Israelis and the world in 

general. Up until the Eichmann Trial, the Holocaust had been viewed as one of many Nazi 

atrocities, as a small piece of a much bigger story of savagery and brutality, as a detail in a general 

tale of the degeneration of civility under Nazi rule. Now, both in Jewish and in gentile historical 

discourse, the Holocaust became singular, elevated and separated as a distinct historical event. The 

historical framework also changed. In the first two decades after World War 2, the general view of 

the Nazis was that of unscrupulous and brutal thugs, lacking morals and ideology more than 

anything else. Now the Holocaust would be increasingly placed in analytical frameworks, and as a 

function of Nazi ideology. Holistic conceptions of the catastrophe began to take shape. In the 

emerging post-modernist view of the 1960's, international human rights stood above all other moral 

considerations. And post-Nuremberg, crimes against humanity were elevated to the ultimate crime. 

The new emerging academic consensus of Germans as perpetuators, strongly influenced by the 

witness testimonies of survivors at Eichmann's trial internalized a new view: That of Jewish 

individuals as victims of the ultimate (series of) crimes in all of history.

For our purposes we will examine the two main divergences in how the Holocaust is 

epistomologically explained. The minority view – shared by many partisan Israelis in particular – 

57 Question of the impartiality of Israeli Jews, page 345, proposal to have International panel of judges page 329, Be-
Gurion's view on Israel as the heirs of the Holocaust, page 330-331. Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and 
the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 329
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was that of Eichmann as a man burning with hatred for Jews, who out of zealous antisemitism and 

murderous sadism carried out his task58. This theme of eternal gentile Jew-hatred would become a 

recurring theme in Zionist historiography and form the groundwork for Exclusive views of the 

Holocaust. Here, the Jew is the perpetual persecuted victim of world history, never safe until given 

a safe haven in a Jewish state, forever forced to flee because of gentile envy and hatred. This would 

also be the dominant view of Israeli historiography, and it coincided with Zionist philosophy and 

Israeli political expediency. 

Most attention was given to another view. The historical scholarship's genesis for the Universalist 

view is Hannah Arendt's Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil (1963). In her 

own way, she had already repudiated the Exclusive view in 1951's Origins of Totalitarianism. Any 

totalitarian, dehumanizing and genocidal regime functions on universal parameters of logic. She 

argued that the doctrine of eternal Jew-hatred was the antisemites best friend, because it precisely 

mirrored their own view, and provided an eternal alibi for hatred59. In her latter book, she tackled 

the question of how the Holocaust could be rationalized by moral, thinking human beings, and how 

a civilised people like the Germans could consciously perpetuate such systematic evil. Arendt 

herself had to flee Nazi Germany in 1933 for being Jewish, and had dedicated much of her life to 

supporting Jewish causes. The subtitle of her book – The Banality of Evil - would become 

legendary as a catchphrase in scholarly discourse, and came to encapsulate her thesis, and long the 

dominant view on Nazi Germany and the Holocaust. In summary, her view is that the machinery of 

totalitarian ideology and state power enabled the Holocaust – thus placing the guilt on Hitler and 

his cadré of sychophants – and that Eichmann was simply one cog in the machine. An incredibly, 

average, unremarkable man, not really grasping the legal or moral implications of his role, simply 

an average errand boy shuffling paper. In Arendt's mind, Eichmann was the perfect example of a 

bureaucrat in the machinery of totalitarian state power60. Her view – that Nazi Germany's 

totalitarian ideology, combined with effective government bureaucracy could have made anyone a 

killer, has become the lynchpin for a Universalist approach to the Holocaust. The victims and 

victimizers could have been anyone under the right circumstances. 

This view generated enormous debate at the time. Historian Barbara Tuchman, famous for her 

58 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 135
59 Arendt, Hannah: Origins of Totalitarianism (7th Edition 1962), page 7
60 Arendt, Hannah: Eichmann in Jerusalem (1965, Compass Books), pages 134-135

22



HIS4090 Autumn 2018 Candidate 317

epoch-making The Guns of August (1962) on the outbreak of the First World War, accused Arendt 

of consciously trying to defend Eichmann61. Charges of being a self-hating Jew and Nazi apologist 

were the most common accusations. The notion that anyone could have been Eichmann given the 

circumstances was deeply disturbing. Average people of average morality and intelligence could 

function as cogs in the Nazi state machinery indistinguishably from Eichmann given the 

circumstances. In fact, the genius of totalitarian dehumanization is that definitions can be twisted to

where the Golden Rule - or in Eichmann's case - Kant's Categorical Imperative – can allow the 

most monstrous and unethical behaviours62. «Untermensch» were simply removed from the 

universe of moral responsibility. In political theory, genocide became the culmination – indeed the 

ultimate expression – of evil in totalitarian systems of government. While Arendt gave more nuance

to the subject, the Holocaust was becoming internalized in the Western – and especially Israeli – 

mind as pure virtue pitted against pure evil63. Arendt's observation was how dull and methodical – 

and easy to rationalize away – this form of 'evil' was to people who turned off their moral thinking. 

Raul Hilberg, the godfather of Holocaust studies, even accused Arendt of lifting pages from his 

own book, as he had gone to great lengths to describe «Jewish passivity»6465. A broader, universal 

approach to the Holocaust was toxic to Israelis - the involuntary memories of Jewish passivity and 

collaboration were still too vivid. While narratives diverged on 'fighting' and 'passive' Jews, the 

Distinctness of the Holocaust would also give rise to a narrative of Uniqueness after the 1967 Six-

Day War66. 

1.5 – 1967 and the Six Day War

When Hannah Arendt published Eichmann in Jerusalem in 1963, only two scholarly studies existed 

in English on the Holocaust67. One of them, Raul Hilberg's The Destruction of the European Jews, a

1200 page tome, which has become the scholarly and narrative cornerstone of the Holocaust. Today 

there are tens of thousands of scholarly works done on the Holocaust, so this relative intellectual 

poverty at the time reflects how little significance the Holocaust held, especially amongst American 

61 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 135
62 Arendt, Hannah: Eichmann in Jerusalem (1965, Compass Books), page 66-67
63 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 141
64 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 139
65 Hilberg, Raul: The Politics of Memory (1996), page147-157
66 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 23
67 Saidel, Rochelle G.: Never Too Late to Remember (1996), page 32.
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Jews. Norman Finkelstein notes:

«Not only Americans in general but also American Jews, including Jewish intellectuals, 

paid the Nazi holocaust little heed. In an authoritative 1957 survey, sociologist Nathan 

Glazer reported that the Nazi Final Solution (as well as Israel) «had remarkably slight 

effects on the inner life of American Jewry.» In a 1961 Commentary symposium on 

«Jewishness and the Younger Intellectuals,» only two of thirty-one contributors stressed its 

impact. Likewise, a 1961 roundtable convened by the journal Judaism of twenty-one 

observant American Jews on «My Jewish Affirmation» almost completely ignored the 

subject68.»

Both Finkelstein and Novick agree that Israel and the Holocaust were unimportant to American 

Jews in the 40's, 50's, and early 60's. That the Holocaust was a hushed subject amongst American 

Jews was a long-held view amongst scholars, but Hasia Diner's 2010 We Remember with Reverence

and Love: American Jews and the Myth of Silence after the Holocaust, 1945-1962 largely put an 

end to this view. However, both Finkelstein and Novick note that American Jewish financial support

for Israel decreased in the 1950's. Indeed, both scholars agree that in the cases where the Holocaust 

factored in, it was downplayed. When it factored at all it was usually related to Cold War politics69. 

This relative aloofness to Israel can partially be explained with the concept of  'dual loyalty'. That is,

since Israel claims to represent world Jewry, Diaspora Jews would fall under the suspicion of being 

loyal to Israel above that of their home country70. This didn't just cause American Jews to 

disassociate themselves with Israel. As many of the Jews who founded Israel came from the Soviet 

Union, American Jews often feared their association with Communists71. At the same time, Novick 

notes that antisemitism virtually disappeared in the years between World War 2 and 196772. 

Finkelstein and Novick differ on whether 'dual loyalty' or old-fashioned antisemitism was the 

primary factor in American Jewry's relative aloofness to Israel in its two first decades of existence, 

though both agree on the trends of this era: It was during this time that American Jews fully 

integrated in to American culture, as the barriers to professions, both formal and informal, were 

68 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 9
69 Israel unimportant to American Jews until 60's page 105-107, decrease of American-Jewish support for Israel page 
147-148, Holocaust invoked as element of Cold War politics, page 127-128 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American 
Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company)
70 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 11
71 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 10
72 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 113
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removed. And both agree that in the few cases where the Holocaust was invoked, it was as a means 

to Cold War rhetoric. Finkelstein sums up the 1948-1967 era thusly: 

Except as an occasional object of charity, Israel practically dropped from sight 

in American Jewish life soon after the founding of the state. In fact, Israel was 

not important to American Jews. [...] Membership in the Zionist Organization of America 

dropped from the hundreds of thousands in 1948 to the tens of thousands in the 1960s. Only 

1 in 20 American Jews cared to visit Israel before June 1967. In his 1956 reelection, which 

occurred immediately after he forced Israel's humiliating withdrawal from the Sinai, the 

already considerable Jewish support for Eisenhower increased73. 

It is also important to note that the Holocaust had far less impact om American Jews than Israel74. 

Instead, it was during the 60's when American Jews and Israelis had started to drift apart75. Israel 

was focused on nation-building and consolidation, while American Jews were for the first time fully

integrating into American society76. The barriers that had existed for Jewish entry into professions 

dissappeared. With the apparent assimilation of American Jews into American society, Zionism to 

many Jews seemed superfluous. In fact, American Jews tended to distance themselves from the 

Holocaust and Israel in the United States, often for fears of invoking antisemitism77.

There is universal agreement amongst scholars that the 1967 war between Israel and its Arab 

neighbours is not only the basis for modern Zionist narrative-identity, but is also when Zionist 

history became entrenched both in Western popular culture as a whole. Jewish communities 

worldwide placed Israel and the Holocaust at the center of their identity78. It marked a shift in 

paradigms around which Zionist history was presented. First, Nasser's handling of the run-up to the 

crisis made the Arab nations appear as the aggressors, even though it's well established that the 

Israeli state was overwhelmingly militarily superior. The US Administration was well aware that the

73 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 11
74 Daniel Navon: «We are a people one people»: How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity and 
the US - Journal of Historical Sociology Vol 28, No 3, September 2015, page 349
75 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 147
76 «[American] Jews and Jewish organizations were notable for their involvement in the Civil Rights movements and 
made remarkable progress towards their emancipatory goal of full and equal citizenship within a Diasporic national 
framework» Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish 
Identity in Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 346
77Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 131
78 Christinson, Kathleen: Perceptions of Palestine: Their Influence on U.S. Middle East Policy (2003, University of 
California Press), pages 104-105
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Israeli state was under no serious threat of miltary defeat79. Despite this, the years from 1967 to 

1984 proved to be the high point of the Israeli-friendly narrative in the West. Israel's image as a 

Western enlightenment outpost in the barbaric East, holding off the Arab hordes and fighting in self-

defence, genuinely seeking peace was not seriously challenged. UiO's Nils Butenschøn had grown 

to become a supporter of Israel at this time80. So had Gideon Levy, today one of the most prominent 

former political insiders who is critical of Israel81. Critical scholarship and Zionist scholarship share 

the consensus that Israeli as well as American actors knew Israel was under no serious threat. In fact

the opposite is true: Powerful expansionist voices within Israel were seeking a pretext to seize 

territories it had neglected to take in 1948. Especially prized was the Jordanian-controlled West 

Bank, which many of the uncompromising military-minded voices in Israel lamented they had not 

seized when they had the chance. Yet the perception that Israel had been saved from a Second 

Holocaust through a 'miracle' was very real82. There was a genuine fear of Israel being overrun and 

exterminated, which was not helped by utterances from Arab leaders, signalling intent to that effect.

Following Israel's total victory in just 6 days, there was worldwide euphoria from the West in 

general and Jews in particular, even in the United States. American Jews for the first time 

abandoned their ambivelent stance towards Israel. Prior to 1967, American Jewry had generally 

been lukewarm at best towards towards this state83. Most American Jews considered themselves a 

separate entity from Jews elsewhere in the world, and emphasized their American identity first, and 

their religious denomination as more incidental in that regard. But now, the global image of Jews 

became that of industrious, resourceful, powerful victors. The hardcore of American Zionists who 

up to that point had influenced American policy were few and disproportionate in their level of 

organization and political influence. But now Zionist and Israeli-friendly organizations started 

receiving mass support and a global audience. More than 10,000 Americans had volunteered to fight

for the IDF84. Future Israeli prime minister Golda Mair toured the U.S. and was able to raise 

79 Christinson, Kathleen: Perceptions of Palestine: Their Influence on U.S. Middle East Policy (2003, University of 
California Press), page 119
80 UiO - Forskningmagasinet Apollon - Portretter: Nils Butenschøn: Forskeren som ble vaktbikkje, 2002 – 
https://www.apollon.uio.no/portretter/2002/portrett.html, read 6/5/2018
81 In These Times - Features - September 4, 2009: Israel's Gadfly: Haaretz’s Gideon Levy bucks Israeli media to report
on Palestinian suffering, Robert Hirschfield – http://inthesetimes.com/article/4755/israels_gadfly/, read 14/5/18
82 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 392
83 President of the American Jewish Congress, Joachim Prinz, declared Zionism «dead» in 1961. Nathan Perlmutter of 
the ADL wrote in his memoirs that in terms of a Jewish homeland, «Israel ranked behind Paris, England, Japan.» 
Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), 1999, page 146-147
84 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 351
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millions of dollars in donations to the Israeli state. Books like Exodus encapsulated the American 

image of the Israelis – Industrious settlers, working to till the land and defend themselves from 

hostile, savage natives. There was an unprecedented scale of activism for Israel in 1967. And for the

first time, both American and Israeli Jews were becoming susceptible to internalizing the Holocaust 

as a cornerstone of Jewish identity and Israeli history. The Eichmann trial in 1961 laid the 

groundwork for this narrative to take global root, as it received worldwide attention85. After 1967 it 

would blossom. Global Jewish identity started to become shaped by two at times contradicting 

markers of identity – That of victimhood for being Jewish, with reference to a long history of global

antisemitism and the Holocaust. Since 1967, Jewish identitarian pride, as well as Zionist 

nationalism have both centered around this theme. Novick notes that after 1967 and the emergence 

of the Holocaust, Jews were winning all the golds in the «Victimization Olymics»86. The other 

marker was one of distinctness, where Jews have special abilities and characteristics compared to 

non-Jews.

It was now, with Israel's power and reputation firmly entrenched, that the Holocaust started to 

become internalized in collective memory as the 'Jewish civic religion'. Holocaust commemoration 

would become the central focal point of world Jewry, independently of nationhood. It forms a 

secular creation myth for the state, with both cultural and poltical dimensions, central to Israeli 

national identity and self-understanding. It is important to note that 80% of the Jewish population in

Palestine had arrived between 1922 and 194887. An enormous proportion had arrived in response to 

antisemitic persecution (and extermination) in Europe. It is universally accepted that the sympathy 

that Jews received in the aftermath of World War 2 after Nazi atrocities were made public was the 

core rhetoric that legitimized the creation of the Jewish State88. But historians also agree that 

international attachment amongst gentile and Jew alike was immensely strengthened by the Six Day

War in 19678990. Israel's victory helped forge a new proud Israeli and Jewish identity, closely 

interwoven with the Holocaust91. Prior to 1967, The Holocaust was primarily viewed as a universal 

crime against humanity, analogous to the Armenian Genocide. It's only later the Holocaust gains the

85 Christinson, Kathleen: Perceptions of Palestine: Their Influence on U.S. Middle East Policy (2003, University of 
California Press), page 117-118
86 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 195
87J ewish Virtual Library – Demographics of Israel: Population of Israel/Palestine (1553 – Present) 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/population-of-israel-palestine-1553-present, read 10/5/2018
88 Morris, Benny: Righteous Victims: A History of the Arab-Zionist Conflict 1881-1999, (1999), pages 172-176
89 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), pages 16-17
90 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), pages 146-148
91 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), pages 392-393
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notion of being primarily a crime against Jews. The 11 million total victims of deliberate Nazi 

extermination policy became 6 million Jews. The rest were largely forgotten92. Being Israeli 

became a symbol of pride and status. Identification with Israel became a positive association for 

Jews, and Israel was regarded as the only fully Western country in the region. Traditional 

stereotypes of Jews as weak and defenceless were replaced by images of Moshe Dayan in the Old 

City, an image of strength, determination, and willpower. This Exclusive view of the Holocaust, 

wherein the Jewish victims of the Nazis are martyrs for the Israeli state gradually became more 

entrenched. Now the Holocaust was avenged, Israel united, and a Second Holocaust averted. This 

paradoxical nature of Jewish-Israeli-Zionist nationalism at once proclaimed unique characteristics 

of strength compared to that of others, and greater victimization at the same time. The 

transformation of Jewish identification with Israel and the Holocaust is what Daniel Navon calls the

«Dual transformation of Jewish American and Israeli narrative-identity allowed the former to 

become partial member of Zionism's "imagined community"»93.Identification of American Jews 

with Israel and the Holocaust came to stand at the heart of American-Jewish identity94. 

1967 also set the stage for defining the Holocaust as a unique crime – the Holocaust had no parallel 

in history, and hence, Jewish victimization had no parallel either. Jewish bids in the global victim 

olympics for sympathy and recognition would directly correlate with Israel's strive for continued 

legitimacy. Using the Holocaust as the lynchpin for commemorating Jewish suffering would serve 

both ends remarkably well from the 1960's on. Hannah Arendt herself even, sided with Israel's right 

to judge in the Eichmann Trial – on the basis of restored Jewish nationhood.

«for the first time  (since the year 70, when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans), 

Jews were able to sit in judgment on crimes committed against their own people, that, 

for the first time, they did not need to appeal to others for protection and justice, or 

fall back upon the compromised phraseology of the rights of man - rights which, as no 

92 From a 1967 textbook about World War 2 for Norwegian high school students, out of 80 pages in the booklet, only 1 
page concerns «Concentration Camps and Gas Chambers». The Holocaust is lumped in with the rest of Nazi 
barbarism. Today, when the Holocaust is often taught as a separate class, this may seem baffling to contemporary 
sensibilities. «Ca. 12 million people died in the concentration camps, of these many millions were killed in deliberately 
planned gas chambers [...] The number of dead [Jews] is supposed to have been at least five million.» Translated into 
English by me. Wasberg, Christie Gunnar: Den Annen Verdenskrig: En kort oversikt (1967, Olaf Norlis Forlag, Oslo), 
page 75
93 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 343
94 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 352
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one knew better than they, were claimed only by people who were too weak to defend 

their "rights of Englishmen" and to enforce their own laws95.»

This image of Jewry in the West has persisted to this very day, with hardly a Western country 

without elaborately emphasized mausoleums and commemorations to both the acheivments and 

victimization of Jews throughout history. The paradigms of this logic assure that Israelis are always 

portrayed as victims. Indeed, this guilt-driven narrative, paternalistic in Gentiles' case, has become 

the cornerstone of Western political as well as rhetorical support for Israel: The duty to defend the 

existence of a sovereign Jewish state96. This has enabled the Zionists to very effectively make the 

argument that any 'abandonment' of Israel is complicity in any future Second Holocaust97. Another 

key to understanding how the Holocaust became so exploitable was that after 1967, Israel became a 

strategic American asset98. Israel was an enemy of the same Arab states that were geopolitical 

enemies of the U.S. In addition, the Israelis were winning overwhelming military victories, whereas

the American soldiers in Vietnam were stuck in a whole other reality that reflected rather poorly on 

political and military establishments. It's therefore easier to understand why positive identification 

with Israel for Americans generally, but American Jews in particular, began to take root in the 

mainstram.

1.6 – Finkelstein vs. Novick – Why 1967?

Finkelstein and Novick offer differing explanations on why 1967 became so pivotal. Why did 

support for Israel and public awareness of the Holocaust get their breakthrough when Israel's 

existence was the least threatened? After all, one would logically conclude that Israel had 

95 Arendt, Hannah: Eichmann in Jerusalem (1965, Compass Books), page 127
96 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 13
97 Guilt-feeling for centuries of antisemitism and the Holocaust are primary factors in Western support, or at least 
passing acceptance, of Israel's questionable actions. Since Israel presents itself as the Jewish State, ipso facto this 
support or at least passivity is tantamount to compensation, argues Edward Said. Israel is in a sense the state of 
Holocaust survivors and the victims of Western (especially Christian) anti-Semitism. Theodor Herzl's arguments on 
behalf of Zionism always included the wish to end the persecution of Jews by creating a place for them where they 
would be the majority, not an oppressed and often despised minority. Many Western supporters of Israel believed that in
taking Israel's side in its dispute with what were always referred to very generally as 'the Arabs,' they were 
compensating for what their societies had historically done to the Jews.» Said, Edward W.: The End of the Peace 
Process (2000 New York), page 184
98 Finkelstein and Chomsky are the most fervent spokespeople for this view: That the Zionist-Israeli narrative primarily
serves cynical power élites with grand strategic interests in mind. Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, 
reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 12
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'redeemed' the Holocaust in 1948. Because in this war, the existence of the Jewish state was in real 

jeopardy; and the military balance of power of Israel vis-à-vis its Arab enemies was closest to 

parity. It seems paradoxical that the Holocaust would have to be 'redeemed' a second time, 

especially when Israel was militarily supreme. Novick favours an explanation he calls a «Folk 

Theology of Holocaust and Redemption»99. The reconquest of Jerusalem especially was consistent 

both with Zionist dogma and radical religious Jewish thinking. The Jewish people were finally 

salvaged, with their homeland united, Jerusalem whole, and Israel as a nation of strength. In this 

way, Israel's 1967 victory came to be the final repudiation of the Old Jew and represented the 

triumph of the New – Warrior, pionéer, survivor.

Finkelstein offers another compelling argument. It was after Israel had demonstrated its strength 

and strategic value as a U.S. asset that Holocaust rhetoric became more popular. American Jews 

were gradually emerging to constitute an intellectual and financial élite, dominating the universities,

Hollywood, and Nobel Prize winners. Emphasizing Jewishness and connections to the Holocaust 

became virtuous. Indeed, the Holocaust became a means not just of emphasizing Jewish 

victimhood; but also a perception of superiority, both morally and in terms of acheivment. As a 

'people', Jews were raised to a higher level of perceived virtue. Within this interpretational 

framework, the explosion of Holocaust interest in the world makes more sense. It would offer a 

consistent explanation to the paradox of the 'Second Redemption' in 1967: A convergence of 

strategic interests between the U.S., Israel, and organized political Jewry in both countries made a 

conflegration of Zionism, Israel, and the Holocaust extremely politically and rhetorically expedient. 

As by its victory Israel served power interests and demonstrated strength, it makes sense why the 

American political élite would associate itself with it. Finkelstein notes: «The Holocaust was the 

negative version of their vaunted worldly success: it served to validate Jewish chosenness100.» Aside

from identifying the single most important primary factor in the explosion of Holocaust literature, 

History is always multi-faceted. No single explanation is adequate to explain the rise of Israeli-

friendly Holocaust narratives and Zionist narrative-identity. Fears of a Second Holocaust, whether 

genuine or not; fading memories, power politics and élites, and Redemption narratives all 

contributed to putting the Holocaust center stage, especially in its association to Israel. 1967 also 

serves as the lynchpin for the current stage in the Israeli/Palestinian conflict; one characterized by 

Israeli occupation. There would be the added element of Israeli occupation, settlements, and the 

99 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 149-150
100 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 16
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strengthening of the Zionist Revisionist Right in coming years and decades. 

After Israel's near-defeat in the Yom Kippur War of 1973, there was again serious concern for 

Israel's security. Israel also retained occupation of large swathes of its neighbours (Sinai, Golan, 

West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza), and political considerations once again came to factor into 

the narrative. The hatred of Israel in Arab nations spawned Arab antisemitism, and the Grand 

Mufti's connections to Nazism shaped Western views of the Arab attitudes, and so fears of a Second

Holocaust re-emerged – that if Israel were unable to defend itself, it would quickly be overrun by its

enemies and its people would surely be exterminated101102. These were the same fears that prevailed 

within the Yishuv prior to the war in 1948. While there is perhaps legitimacy in this fear if one 

solely looks at Arab attitudes, the primary reason to invoke this argument post-1967 was as a 

defence of Israel's actions. In this case, the occupation of the Sinai, the West Bank, the Golan, and 

the Gaza Strip. Without occupying these areas, it was argued, Israel would be in an untenable 

defensive situation, and would quickly be overrun – and the Second Holocaust would ensue. 

Because many of Israel's citizens were survivors of genocide, it was implicit that they were owed 

peace and security, even if it came at the expense of the Arabs and Palestinians. This need for 

security to ultimately guard against a Second Holocaust has given Israel unprecedented moral and 

political leverage. Often in Jewish and Zionist history, it's taken as a given that the immediate 

instinct one is to have of Jews, is respect and protection. No thinking person would allow or enable 

a repetition of what is widely considered the most vile and evil act of all human history. 

It can therefore seem paradoxical that Holocaust literature only gained mass proliferation after 

1967. Prior to this, very few scholarly studies existed in English on the Holocaust. Today, it is easily

one of the most researched and recited historical event within academia. In the English language, it 

was Raul Hilberg's Destruction of the European Jews (1961) which was the most prolific and 

influential in the English language. 1967 opened the floodgates for an explosion of published 

litertature. Everything from personal accounts, to revisionist studies, TV-miniseries, 

commemorations, postmortem funerals, political speeches. In American life, especially the 

miniseries Holocaust on NBC in April 1978, a 9-hour program seen by an estimated 100 million 

101 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 389
102 «Israeli state memory of the Holocaust in the post-1967 period put much more emphasis on Jewiush victimhood 
while representing the threat facing Jews and thus Israel as both unique and endemic.» Navon, Daniel: "We are a 
people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in Israel and the US, Journal of 
Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 355
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Americans, was very influential103. As Novick notes, it was especially after 1973 that the Holocaust 

became a fixture of Jewish identity, received mass cultural proliferation, and the shift in narrative 

paradigms that made the Holocaust unique104. This was also helped by the coming of age of the 

baby boomer generation, who for the first time were asking difficult and probing questions about 

their parents' experience. The demographic changes, shifts in attitudes, political developments, as 

well as a re-framing of the Zionist narrative, all contributed in shifting the Holocaust as a marker of 

shame, to one of pride. Now it became a mark of status for Jews to have been amongst the 

survivors. Ironically this was often to the great resentment and protest of those very same survivors,

who wanted what they had gone through buried and forgotten more than anything, and who became

unwilling heroes of the Jewish people. But amongst the younger generation, interest in the 

Holocaust has only grown. Holocaust monuments like Yad Vashem in Israel went from being 

humble places of commemoration, and today more resembling a theme-park ride in human agony 

and suffering. The Heroism that had only been awarded to Resistance fighters - World War 2 

veterans, ghetto fighters, paratroopers and so forth – opened to include the 6 million that were 

deliberately exterminated105. Opinion polls conducted in Israel today have shown that the 

contemporary understanding of the Jewish and Israeli identity are inexorably linked to the 

Holocaust. It is deeply engrained in the common national identity. Sociologist Daniel Navon, sums 

up the post-1967 Zionist identity as «a new, shared narrative that linked the Holocaust, Jewish 

victimhood, and Israel106.» This axiomatic view, and the paradigm shifts in greater culture and 

academia which are closely related to the emergence of the new Zionist narrative-identity, have held

strong influence ever since. 

1.7 – Conclusions

As we see, Israel and Zionism's association to the Holocaust, and the thereby derived Israeli-

friendly Holocaust narratives and Zionist narrative-identity stem from a long series of political and 

cultural developments. From the very beginning, Israel struggled both with taking ownership of the 

Holocaust, but also struggled with how to make it conform to Zionist doctrine. The consolidation of

103 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company) page 209
104 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 215
105 Doron, Bar: Holocaust and Heroism in the Process of Establishing Yad Vashem (1942-1970), Studies on the 
Holocaust, 1 September 2016, Vol. 30 No. 3, pages 167, 185
106 Daniel Navon: «We are a people one people»: How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity and 
the US - Journal of Historical Sociology Vol 28, No 3, September 2015, page 342
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Israeli nationalism through trials of collaborators and Zionist propaganda focusing on Masada and 

the fight against the Romans would dominate through these years. However, the Holocaust early on 

became a means through which Israeli policies became intertwined. Victimization through the 

Holocaust emerged as a potent rhetorical and political trump card. This in spite of Israel emerging 

and standing strong against its Arab neighbors, and antisemitism disappeared in the Diaspora. Most 

American Jews assimilated into American society. Hence, dangers to Jews, individuals and state 

alike, had dramatically declined by 1967 and no realistic case could be made that Jews in Israel or 

elsewhere represented an exclusive class of victims. Despite this a Holocaust-laden narrative of 

perpetual victimization and sacrifice for Israel emerged. Although this narrative-identity would not 

spread in earnest to the Diaspora until after 1967, the political-ideological connections in wedding 

the Holocaust to Israel as a means to legitimization formed an important basis, and formed the 

lynchpin of the characteristics of Exclusivist and Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives. Influenced 

strongly by Yad Vashem's Holocaust memory, Zionism, and political expediency, these Exclusivist 

narratives lead to a convergence of interests around key paradigms surrounding the historical and 

moral framing of Israel.

Various explanations have been offered on why it took 20 years for the Holocaust to become a 

fixture of Jewish memory and identity. First, the historiographical explanation offered by Novick in 

which Jews and Israelis were perceived to be virtous victims partially helps to explain the massive 

attention and shift in attitudes. Politics also played a role. American and Israeli Jews embraced a 

common identity based on victimhood, Israel and the Holocaust after 1967 is undoubtedly partially 

owed to power politics and all its cynicism. Israel, after its genuinely precarious birth, won its 

independence and proceeded to focus on nation-building in the following two decades. Meanwhile, 

American Jewry similarly became fully assimilated into American life, quickly rising to become a 

new political and economical élite. For various reasons, the Holocaust was never a fixture of either 

people's core identity, especially not American Jewry. The relatively sudden triumph of the new 

Jewish identity based on the Trinity of antisemitism, the Holocaust and Israel can surely partially be

explained by the fading memories of the preceeding generations, fears of antisemitism, Cold War 

rhetoric, fears of a Second Holocaust and associations of Arabs to Nazis. However, none of these 

account for why the transformation didn't happen before 1967. The Holocaust had been redeemed in

1948, why would it have to be redeemd again? 
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Partially the explanation comes from genuine fears, however unfounded, that Israel would suffer a 

terminal defeat at Arab hands, but it was when Israel was in the least danger that the triumph of the 

new Zionist identity-based narrative had its breakthrough. A more plausible explanation is therefore 

that it had to do with the appearance of victory, strength - and political interests. Previously, when 

all of these fears were equally present, American Jewry typically hushed associations to the 

Holocaust. It was only after Israel became a strategic American asset and their interests aligned that 

the common identity took root. As an emerging élite, American Jews would benefit greatly by 

associating themselves with Israelis and Israel-friendly Zionists, who were increasing their 

influence in the United States. Similarly, the status of victim was gaining increasing political capital 

in the West. Liberal, feminist and progressive movements were gradually gaining momentum since 

the late 60's, and doubtlessly amplified this trend. A plausible, cohesive explanation is that 

victimization, connections to the Holocaust, and identification with Israel came to be seen as 

positive markers chiefly because they had real benefits, and it aligned with Zionist designs. As 

Daniel Navon puts it, «This Holocaust-centric narrative-identity of axiomatic victimhood has 

enabled policy with respect to the ongoing conflict over Israel/Palestine which would have 

otherwise been more difficult to defend in the American, Israeli and international arenas107.»

Lay Jews could now show their support for the Jewish nation not just through Aliyah, but also 

through fundraising and donating108. Israel's image as the pionéer nation in a savage middle east, 

making the desert bloom, and winning epic victories over the savage barbarian hordes. This all 

struck a chord in the imaginations of Americans and especially Jews, who for reasons of their own 

complex history, identified with these triumphs. It vanquished forever the stereotype of Jews as 

subversive, greedy and weak. This image was replaced with strength, vigour, endurance, and ethical

behaviour. Indeed, Israel's conquests served as a fulfillment of the great Zionist national dream. 

Now all of Mandatory Palestine was in Israel's hands. Israel became 'whole' again after the conquest

of Jerusalem, and Jewish history of subjugation and attempted extermination was perceived to be 

avenged and repudiated. The Holocaust had also emerged as a distinct and unique event. From its 

origins as an expression of general Nazi sadism and one amongst innumerable atrocities carried out 

by the Germans, where the Jews were some amongst endless victims, the Holocaust came to 

represent the pinnacle of evil; the ultimate crime of Nazism, in its own distinct category of 

107 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 363
108 Navon, Daniel: «We are a people one people»: How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity and
the US - Journal of Historical Sociology Vol 28, No 3, September 2015, page 353
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importance and moral implications. Thus, Zionists, Israelis and Jews found common ground 

through making the Holocaust and Israel the core of their identity. The adoption of the Zionist 

narrative-identity, Holocaust Uniqueness and Jewish Exclusivity served Israeli and American 

political interests, and it also served the self-interest of Jews in both Israel and the Diaspora. Israel 

became perceived as strong and redeemed; popular perceptions of the Old Jew were firmly replaced

in the cultural zeitgeist with that of the New. At the same time, the emergence of Israeli-friendly 

Holocaust narratives and Zionist narrative-identity were able to preserve the notion of Jews as 

penultimate victims of antisemitism, unfair treatment, and sought extermination. While Novick 

stresses the cultural reasons behind the sudden emergence of support for Israel after 1967, it seems 

more plausible that short-term gain across the board served as the stronger incitement. After all, 

there had been many other opportunities, such at the Eichmann Trial to awaken such a sustained and

permanent shift in Jewish identity. Perhaps the single strongest causal cultural-narrative factor that 

influenced the new identification with Israel and the Holocaust was the perception of a Second 

Holocaust, the fear of which was genuinely felt and widespread, though greatly exaggerated.

2.0 – Internationalization of a Grand Narrative

2.1 – Introduction

By 1982 the stage had been set. Zionist narrative-identity and Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives 

bad become firmly intertwined into Jewish and by large extent Western psyché, and with a 

corresponding bleedover into academia. While there have always been those on the left, 

particularily of Marxist inclinations who have always regarded Israel as a colonial settler state. But 

this view was generally considered far less credible than the claim that Israel was an expression of 

Jewish self-determination and self-defence. Jewish Uniqueness and fears of a Second Holocaust 

gave Israel worldwide sympathy, and Jews worldwide increasingly accepted the triage conflation of 

Zionism, Israel and the Holocaust as core aspects of their identity109. In the 70's and 80's a whole 

109«The Labor leadership, the nascent settler Greater Israel Movement, the Israeli opposition Herut and American 
pro-Israel organizations made frequent recourse to the Holocaust in pursuit of their political objectives. In the recent 
years immediately following 1967, Palestinian guerrilla attacks, the strengthening alliance with the US and, above all, 
the surprise attack from Egypt and Syria in the Yom Kippur War of 1973 all contributed to the new narrative's 
consolitation in both Israel and US.» Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust
Memory and Jewish Identity in Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 
357

35



HIS4090 Autumn 2018 Candidate 317

industry of Holocaust worship had emerged based on Zionist narrative-identity credentials, greatly 

helped by Israeli and Jewish advocacy groups110. In the 90's and 2000's, there is no shortage of 

Holocaust literature or media. As Jews internationally reached the pinnacle of academic, social, 

political, and state power, Jews seemed paradoxically to be in greater danger than ever. However, 

Israel's public image started a steady decline in 1982 with its invasion of Lebanon, and has been on 

a downward trajectory ever since. Coupled with Israel's emerging historical record, and increasingly

visible day-by-day brutality its occupation regime, a steady souring of Israel's international 

reputation began. It's also brought Israel's adherence to liberal Western values into question.

In this chapter we will look at how the dominance of the pro-Israeli narrative was challenged, and 

how revisionist historians – the 'New Historians' key amongst them – produced a cohesive counter-

narrative to the Israeli-friendly one regarding the states appraisal and the nature of its creation. 

Postmodernists and the emerging post-Zionist school of thought would gradually make headway 

into the appraisal of Israel as a noble state and turn the victim-victimizer perception in the Israeli-

Arab/Palestinian question on its head. With regards to the Palestinian problem, inevitable analogies 

to the Holocaust started to emerge. While post-Zionist and the 'New Historians' forged a cohesive 

counter-narrative to the Israeli-friendly one in terms of its creation and Holocaust historicism, they 

have underestimated the merging with Israeli political doctrine, and Revisionist Zionist doctrine. 

They have also underestimated the emnity that is indirectly generated by Israel's portrayal and 

utilization of Holocaust memory. They have also been short-sighted in seeing the cohesive logic in 

this convergence of narratives. It lies at the very heart of Israel's detachment from liberal Western 

values and its continual drift towards ethno-religious supremacy and ever-worsening tension with 

the Palestinians. Indeed, Israel's relationship to the Holocaust would feature prominently both 

amongst critics and defenders of the Israeli state. We will also look at how Zionists of all stripes, 

but particularily the Revisionist Zionists, successfully merged Israeli political needs, Zionist 

philosophy, and Holocaust memory into a cohesive political platform synonymous with pro-Israeli 

advocacy. For the sake of illustrating the breadth of convergence of the Zionist narrative-identity 

with Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives, three case points will be taken for the sake of brevity. 

Efraim Karsh and Benny Morris, each with substantial difference in historical and poltical views, 

will represent the academic pro-Israeli narrative. Along with this, Alan Dershowitz serves to 

illustrate pro-Israeli polemics in the cultural mainstream. By common adherence to common Zionist

110Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 482-483
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political-narrative paradigms, the post-Zionist 'New Historians' and their allies discredited Israel's 

noble perception of itself. This forced pro-Israeli advocates to entrench their Exclusivist views, and 

eventually merge with Israeli political concerns and Revisionist Zionist ideology. We will also look 

at Israel and Zionism's political and cultural influence, and examine the common trends of the 

convergent Israeli-friendly Holocaust-related paradigms in these narratives. 

2.1 – Lebanon and Diverging Narratives

There have always been Jews critical of Israel and Zionism. But since the Lebanon War of 1982 and

onward, Israel and its advocates have been steadily losing mainstream academic support111. Israel's 

range of supporters has steadily narrowed. One of the most outrageous and eccentric critics was the 

Jewish Orthodox intellectual Yeshayahu Leibowitz. He coined the term Judeo-Nazi in 1982, to refer

to Israeli soldiers' actions in the Lebanon War112. Granted, Leibowitz' view was marginal, but he 

referred to the mindset of Revisionist Zionism under Likud and Begin, whom he held in contempt. 

In Leibowitz' mind, Begin's followers represented the same ideological strain as fascism. This 

refrain of turning the central pillar of Israel's legitimacy on its head would become a running theme 

of historians and publishers who are critical of Israel. Most would not draw the Nazi analogy, but 

analogies to settler-colonialism became increasingly apparent. There is a galaxy of oral history, 

memoirs, and so forth from Palestinian history, emphasising Israeli actions towards both 

Palestinians and Arabs that they have defeated and occupied. Palestinian history has always been 

slanted in this direction113. The most common analogy made to Israel from critics is that it is an 

Apartheid state. Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert predicted «a South-African style 

struggle» should the two-state solution fail114. He is not alone. After more than 50 years of Israeli 

occupation and settlement, it would be disingenious to argue that this is not the present situation. 

111 Edward Said of course has never made any pretenses about his views on Israel. Amongst Jews there are also 
prominent early critics. Aside from Yeshayahu Leibowitz, there is of course Noam Chomsky. Another is French-Jewish 
academic, Maxime Rodinson, always regarded Israel as a settler-colonial state. «I believe the preceding pages have 
shown that the creation of the State of Israel on Palestinian soil is the culmination of a process that fits perfectly into 
the great European-American movement of expansion in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries whose aim was to settle 
new inhabitants among other peoples or to dominate them economically and politically.» See Robinson, Maxime: 
Israel: A Colinial-Settler State?, 1973, New York, pages 91-96
112 Jewish Daily Ideas: Leibowitz at 110, Jeffrey Saks, February 11 2013 – 
http://www.jewishideasdaily.com/5927/features/leibowitz-at-110/, read 6/5/2018
113 Sela, Avhraham & Kadish, Alon: Israeli and Palestinian Memories and Historical Narratives of the 1948 War - An 
Overview, Israel Studies, Vol. 21 No. 1, page 9
114 Haaretz: Olmert to Haaretz: Two-State Solution, or Israel is Done For, Barak Ravid, David Landau, Aluf Benn, 
Shmuel Rosner, 29 November 2007 – https://www.haaretz.com/1.4961269, read 18/10/18
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There are others, usually politically charged radical authors who make the explicit Zionist-Nazi 

connection115. While there are connections (and certainly similarities) between the right-zionism 

pioneered by Vladimir Jabotinsky and his ideological successors (Begin, Netanyahu), it is important

to note that Zionism shares a genesis in European ethno-nationalism that is also at the root of other 

nativist authoritarian movements. This progression, of viewing the Jews as the ultimate victims of 

the Holocaust, to being the people represented by a nation most analogous to perpetuators of racist 

supremacy and discrimination, is a profound narrative development. The ultimate functional danger 

seen from a settler-colonialist perspective is that unlike blacks in the U.S. South or natives in 

Apartheid South Africa, the Palestinians are superfluous as a source of labour. Their very existence 

is a hinderance to Israel and Zionist aspirations – and so, they are more vulnerable to the settler-

colonial logic of elimination116.

Israel and its relationship to the Holocaust features prominently in the Jewish-Zionist split which 

has been the focus of much recent scholarship, especially on the political left. In 2016, 38% of 

American Jews who were asked, responded that they sincerely thought Israel's government was 

pursuing a peace deal, and only 17% said they thought settlements helped Israeli security117. 

Especially in the Diaspora, where liberal political leanings have always remained strong, the 

distancing is especially strong. Indeed, Jews in Israel and Jews in the Diaspora are increasingly a 

part of two distinct ideological worlds. The Israeli-friendly view is treating the Holocaust as an 

exclusive part of their identity and history. To many who have internalized the paradigms of Zionist 

narrative-identity, the Holocaust is primarily - perhaps only - a story of Jewish suffering and hence, 

Jewish legitimacy. On the other hand the Critical view typically encapsulates an inclusive view – 

one where Jewish suffering is encapsulated as a narrative with universal lessions to draw on. 

Crucially, both sides encapsulate the Holocaust as cornerstone of their moral arguments, though in 

vastly different ways. The touchiness of adopting Israel and the Holocaust as part of a common 

115 Max Blumenthal in his book Goliath: Life and Loathing in Greater Israel (2013) has chapter titles such as «The 
night of Broken Glass» to describe anti-African riots in Israel, drawing the explicit comparison between the treatment of
African migrants in Israel to that of Jews in 1938 Nazi Germany.
116 «Since settler colonialism is an indicator, it follows that we should monitor situations in which settler colonialism 
intensifies or in which societies that are not yet, or not fully, settler-colonial take on more of its characteristics. Israel’s 
progressive dispensing with its reliance on Palestinian labour would seem to present an ominous case in point. [...] as 
Palestinians become more and more dispensable, Gaza and the West Bank become less and less like Bantustans and 
more and more like reservations (or, for that matter, like the Warsaw Ghetto).» Wolfe, Patrick: Settler Colonialism and 
the elimination of the native, Journal of Genocide Research, December 2006, Vol.8 No. 4, pages 403-404
117 Pew Research Center – Religion: American and Israeli Jews: Twin Portraits from Pew Research Center Surveys, 
24/1/2017 – http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/08/comparisons-between-jews-in-israel-and-the-u-s/pf_2016-03-
08_israel-02-10/, read 20/7/18
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Jewish identity can be illustrating by Pew Research's extensive opinion polling. In October 2014-

2015, two-thirds of Israeli Jews answered «Remembering the Holocaust» was «essential» to Jewish 

identity. Amongst American Jews, the rate was 75%. Amongst other categories, such as «Leading 

an ethnical and moral life» or «Observing Jewish law» less than half of Israelis answered yes. On 

the question of whether «Living in Israel / Caring about Israel» was essential to being Jewish, one-

third of Israelis and 42% of American Jews anwered in the affirmative. The two groups 

unanimously agreed, however, that what disqualified one from being Jewish were primarily two 

things: Not observing the Sabbath, and «[Being] Stongly Critical of Jewish State»118. The position of

the Holocaust also impacts relations towards Israel's neighbours, not to mention towards the people 

it has displaced - the Palestinian refugees. This issue is still unresolved. Thus, Israel and the 

Holocaust are inexorably linked, where interpretations of the past lay the key foundations not only 

to questions of epistemological truth for historians – but also to the most serious political questions 

that affect millions of lives, and also directs the motion of future events. The internalization of 

history and its moral lessions into collective memory shape both the writing of history and the 

mindset of the key actors in it. Therefore, history and politics are inexorably intertwined. It's 

impossible to address one without also making statements or implications about the other. 

2.2 – Creation of the Palestinian Refugees

Perhaps the most self-evident aspect of Israel which chips away at its image as a victm is its record 

on conduct in war and conflict. It's a popularly held dogma that Israel is a Western country with 

admirable impeccable humanitarian standards in this regard. International Israel-supporters also 

generally hold an Israeli-friendly view partially based on this notion. Israel is using noble restraint 

against savage barbarians. It goes something as follows: when Israel commits proven atrocities, 

they are exceptions to the rule. It's always Israel's unwavering intent to respect the bounds of 

international law and justice. Israel also serves as a bastion for Western values and democracy in the

118 On what is «essential to being Jewish», comparison between U.S. Jews and Israeli Jews – 
http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/08/comparisons-between-jews-in-israel-and-the-u-s/pf_2016-03-08_israel-02-13/, 
read 18/10/18. Israeli Jews on what is «essential» to Jewish identity 
http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/08/identity/pf_2016-03-08_israel-04-10/, read 18/10/18. On what disqualifies a 
person from being Jewish http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/08/comparisons-between-jews-in-israel-and-the-u-
s/pf_2016-03-08_israel-02-14/, read 18/10/18. Pew Research Center – Religion: American and Israeli Jews: Twin 
Portraits from Pew Research Center Surveys, 24/1/2017 – http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/08/israels-religiously-
divided-society/, read 18/10/18
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general savagery that defines the Middle East, whose troubles are primarily if not entirely due to 

native barbarism. Lebanon changed all that. The war became Israel's first major public relations 

debacle. Israel's harsh military conduct, culminating in the Sabra and Shatila massacres by 

Phalangists in September 1983, for which the Israelis were complicit, shocked the world. It is in this

post-Lebanon climate that the revisonist historians, often referred to as the 'New Historians', 

emerged. They would popularize the view that Israel in theory and practice is, and has always been, 

a victimizer and not a victim. 

The first of these 'New Historians' was Simha Flapan (1911-1987). In 1987 he published a book 

called The Birth of Israel: Myths and Realities. Drawing on Zionist narrative and contrasting it with

recently opened Israeli archives due to the so-called «30 year rule», Flapan argued that every 

wildely held attitude about Israel's creation were wrong. Granted, Flapan wrote in the same vein as 

others before him, though these earlier authors lacked the cohesion and the documentary record to 

create a full picture. Point by point Flapan set out to challenge the dominant Israeli-friendly 

narrative. Though he died the same year the book was published, he defines the bottom line of the 

revisionist 'New Historians', a term coined by Benny Morris119. Amongst the key Zionist truisms 

Flapan attacks are the following: 1), that Israel accepted the 1947 Partition Plan, 2) that upon Israeli

victory, the Palestinians had fled of their own accord or at the behest of their leaders, 3), That 

Israel's victory in that war was a «miracle», a perverbial David defeating the Arab Goliath, 4), That 

Israel has always been sincere about its efforts to make a lasting peace, but that the 

Arabs/Palestinians refuse to negotiate in good faith. He also addresses other Zionist claims, such as 

Arabs intending to initiate a Second Holocaust. The following year, 1988, would be a watershed in 

Israeli historiography. The most important 'New Historian' is the man who coined the term; Benny 

Morris. His 1988 book the Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem 1947-1949 utilizes archival 

sources to thorougly document that it was indeed the Israelis who ethnically cleansed the Jewish 

part of mandate Palestine in 1947-1948, including areas outside the UN Partition area allocated to 

Jews. It was this book and Morris' archival work which was key in burying the 'Arab radio 

broadcast' myth used to explain how the Palestinians became refugees. The same year, two other 

prominent scholars made their appearance on the intellectual scene. Avi Shlaim published Collusion

across the Jordan, King Abdullah, the Zionist movement and the Partition of Palestine, which 

pertains to show that the Arabs, far from united and strong, were independently working for their 

119 Shapira, Anita: Politics and Collective Memory: The Debate over the «New Historians» in Israel, History and 
Memory, Vol. 7, No. 1, Spring-Summer 1995, page 9
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own interests. This in particular applies to Abdullah of Jordan, whom it is alleged, conspired with 

the Zionists to carve up Palestine between themselves in advance. This demolishes the notion that 

tiny Israel is opposed by the united Arab world. The third important book of this year is Ilan Pappé's

Britain and the Arab-Israeli conflict, 1948-1951. This book attacked another core element in Zionist

historiography: That the Yishuv had been working uphill against the biased British, who favoured 

the Arabs over Jews in Palestine and routinely favoured the Arabs. Documents such as the White 

Paper are brought up to illustrate this supposed bias120. Pappé's book uses archival material to argue 

the very opposite: That Israel had been disproportionately favoured by the British. 

These four authors; Benny Morris, Simha Flapan, Ilan Pappé and Avi Shlaim laid the groundwork 

for turning the dominant perception of Israeli history on its head. However, much has been argued 

over whether or not they are true revisionists. Especially Zionist and Israel-friendly historians have 

made efforts to produce scholarly rebuttals. Efraim Karsh, editor of the Middle East Quarterly and 

emeritus professor of Middle East and Mediterranean studies at King's College London, flat-out 

argues that the 'New Historians' are primarily politically motivated, and are regurgitating old claims.

For example, he attacks Benny Morris for not «really» shedding light on anything new, and accuses 

Avi Shlaim of perpetuating an old «conspiracy theory» of Jordanian-Israeli collusion. He even 

claims the concept of Transfer was forced on the Zionists by the British121. For a scholar, this is an 

odd claim to make, as the concept of Transfer had been entrenched in Zionist ideology for more 

than 50 years, and is contradicted by Karsh's own notions that the British were biased against the 

Jews vis-á-vis the Arabs. If the British truly favoured the Arabs, why would they lend a hand to 

orchestrate their expulsion? Efraim's conclusions that this is simply old history that is debunked, is 

only true insofar as other having made similar claims earlier. The difference with the 'New 

Historians' is that they draw on Israeli archival material, which unlike Palestinian oral history, 

cannot be dismissed out-of-hand (Curiously by contrast, Israelis historians have in the past given 

incredible credence to the oral history of the Holocaust, which was the origin of widely believed 

false stories, such as soap being made out of human fat on an industrial scale). The challenge of the 

Zionist-friendly scholars is to mount a scholarly case against the main pillars of the New 

Historiography, because it claims that Israel was born in proverbial Sin, for which it has yet to 

120 Yale Law School – The Avalon Project: Documents in Law, History and Diplomacy: British White Paper of 1939 – 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/brwh1939.asp, read 15/5/18
121 These claims by Karsh are articulated in Karsh, Efraim: Rewriting Israel's History – Middle East Quarterly Vol. 3 
No. 2 – https://www.meforum.org/articles/other/rewriting-israel-s-history, footnote 35, read 12/5/2018
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reconcile itself and its neighbours with122. 

This is self-evident in Israel's still-present occupation and settler regimes, and in the millions of 

refugees who have remained displaced since the state's creation. Israel's unreconciled political 

situation also explains the nature of Israeli-supportive scholarly argument. Rarerly are the facts 

themselves disputed, especially from the 'New Historians', but our attention is drawn to other 

factors. For example, Alan Dershowitz invokes the Holocaust and Arab complicity to imply that 

their losses to Israel are partially deserved123. Anita Shapira, perhaps the most respected Israeli-

friendly historian, agrees that this debate is interconnected to the state of Israel and the Holocaust's 

role in its creation124. Indeed, she views the campaign of the 'New Historians' not so much about 

academic veracity, but about collective memory125. In this assessment at least, she is certainly 

correct, as we shall see later. The continual battle between academics since the 80's has at least 

revealed that previously understood facts about Israel's creation were not correct. The argument 

went that Palestinians who became refugees in 1947-1948 became so by their own responsibility. 

They had, it was said, mostly fled voluntarily, whereas others had fled on the urgent prompting of 

Arab leaders, often announced via loudspeakers, to desert the areas to make room for advancing 

Arab armies126. It's further argued that at this point no «Palestinian» nationalism existed, and taken 

together, this means the refugee's demand of Right to Return is illegitimate. Few modern historians 

take this seriously, and there is a broad consensus that the Haganah was responsible for an ethnic 

cleansing of Palestine. But disagreements remain. Can the Nakba, which for example author Ilan 

Pappé implicitly argues, be compared to the Shoah? Or was the expulsion of Arabs an inevitable 

and natural consequence of Zionist aspirations, and therefore just a by-product of warfare127? These 

questions have enormous historical implications for the state of Israel. If the expulsions were simple

military plans carried out for military necessities, then Israel's image as a Western state fighting for 

noble goals is preserved. If, however, the expulsions were a function of the Zionist principle of 

Transfer (expulsions of Palestinians to make room for Jewish settlers), as Ilan Pappé argues, then it 

122 As Edward Said has noted, the Palestinian leadership has not even bothered to look at Israeli Reparations as part of 
any final settment, because the Israeli (and world) response to such a demand is taken by the Palestinians for granted. 
Said, Edward W. - Said, Edward W.: The End of the Peace Process (2000 New York), page 24
123 Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & Sons), page 54
124 Shapira, Anita: Politics and Collective Memory: The Debate over the «New Historians» in Israel, History and 
Memory, Vol. 7, No. 1, Spring-Summer 1995, page 10
125 Shapira, Anita: Politics and Collective Memory: The Debate over the «New Historians» in Israel, History and 
Memory, Vol. 7, No. 1, Spring-Summer 1995, page 12
126 Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & Sons), pages 84-85
127 Morris, Benny: Righteous Victims: A History of the Arab-Zionist Conflict 1881-1999, (1999), pages 253-254
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means that Israel was founded on the basis of conquest and in practice, ethno-religious supremacy. 

Post-Zionists, the 'New Historians' key amongst them, seek to use the Holocaust as a framing device

to hold a moral mirror up to Israelis instead. The central argument amongst traditional historians, 

namely that the Jews deserved and needed protection in Israel after 1948, is rather applied as a basis

for comparing how the Haganah and other Jewish forces expelled the Palestinians and confiscated 

their property during the War of independence 1947-1948. Thereby they apply a critical view on 

events, as opposed to the apologetic tone Israeli-affirmative history is used to128. In essence, this is 

what distinguishes post-Zionist critique of Israel from postcolonialist critique: They are not in 

principle opposed to Israel's existence or claim to legitimacy; but simply argue that Israel must 

reconcile with its colonial-settler and ethno-state foundations. If Israel had worked towards towards 

rapprochement with Israel and the Palestinians in earnest based on universal principles, they argue, 

crisis could - and can - be averted. This is a polar opposite picture from what Israeli-friendly 

historians in adherence to the paradigms of Zionist narrative-identity have painted: That the Jews in 

Palestine were escaping antisemitic genocide and persecution; and fought defensively to stave off a 

Second Holocaust at the hands of the Arabs. This argument has been invoked in the political 

debates, with the implication being that if Israel is defeated by the Arabs, its people would be 

pushed into the sea and exterminated. In the zero-sum game of the Israeli-Arab conflict, genocide 

can be used as argument in both directions as a means of interpreting policy and history. The 

academic politicalization and polarization colors the academic research in this field. Even within 

academia there are notoriously few who clearly separate their moral and academic argumentation. 

What can be said with certainty is that the connection between the Holocaust and Israel's creation is 

a key juncture, oft emphasized by both academics as well as popular memory. Revisionists are well 

on their way to flip the consensus on both. And with that follows implications for the 

Israeli/Palestinian conflict, and by extention Zionism. 

2.3 – Jewish, not Palestinian, Self-Determination

Israeli need for security, Arab/Palestinian hostility, and antisemitism are the most routine arguments 

employed by Israel's advocates to shield her from criticism. Beyond this, the pro-Israeli narrative 

128 Pappé, Ilan: The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine (2007 Onworld), page 72-73
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still relies in large part on tropes that most contemorary academic consensus rejects. One example is

the origin of the Palestinian refugee question, where the long-held Israeli-friendly claim held that 

Arab radio broadcasts urged locals to leave at the behest of Arab commanders. Numerous scholars 

who have studied the period in detail find no evidence for such a radio broadcast, but do find 

extensive evidence of ethnic cleansing by Jewish forces129. In the public and political realm, the 

notion that Israel was responsible for ethnic cleansing during its birth is often found reprehensible. 

This was the most significant myth that was exposed by the Revisionist scholars of the 'New 

Historians', and the Israeli-friendly historians have yet to come up with a satisfactory retort. The 

academic debate on the expulsion question has narrowed to whether or not it was a premeditated 

ethnic cleansing, with the focus being on the implementation of Plan Dalet by the Haganah130. 

Moreover, the facts about Israel's less honorable past and present are becoming increasingly 

ubiquitous knowledge even in the mainstream, with each violent episode garnering international 

attention. Unsupported by solid scholarly basis or the appearances of moral superiority, the 

Israeli/Zionist position is becoming increasingly untenable. Ignorance of these findings cannot be 

kept out of public knowledge for ever. To solve this, either fresh scholarly work has to be 

forthcoming that convincingly retorts the main arguments of the 'New Historians' and other Israeli-

critical scholars, or Zionism has to reconstitute itself on a Western enlightenment basis of equal 

rights and compliance with international law and norms. A third option is possible: Resignation to a 

doctrine of overt ethno-religious supremacy. As I will show in this thesis, the latter of three options 

is far more likely to occur, and is well on its way to being the new solidified reality in Israel and in 

the minds of its supporters. And if that happens, the Holocaust as a historical framing device as it 

relates to Israel will have completely flipped, and take on a radically different historical context; 

One where the Palestinians are the inheritors of racist and religious victimization, and the Zionism 

as a spiritual heir of European fascism, and at the vanguard of modern right-wing illiberal 

movements.

It may do well to sketch out some examples of the diversity in thinking. Benny Morris is the 

129 Haaretz, January 8, 2004 – Survival of the Fittest, interview with historian Benny Morris by Avi Shavit, where 
Morris repeatedly uses the term to describe the Haganah's actions in 1947-1948 https://www.haaretz.com/1.5262454, 
https://www.haaretz.com/1.5262428, read 7/5/2018
130 The scholarship of the 'New Historians' and their allies and its position in terms of validity and epistemology is 
summed up by Hilde Henriksen Waage: «In 1987-1988  a series of books were published based on Israeli archival 
material. It was especially younger Israeli historians, afterward called the 'New Historians', who approached varying 
aspects of the Israeli state and the problems this created The results stirred international attention and rocked 
preestablished conceptions.» My translation. Waage, Hilde Henriksen: Konflikt og Stormaktspolitikk i Midtøsten (2013 
Cappelen Damm), page 129
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strongest defender of a pro-Israeli position on the country's creation, and for that reason his tome 

The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited is perhaps the central work that documents 

Israeli actions in Palestine 1947-1948. Amongst Israeli-critical historians, Norman Finkelstein's The

Holocaust Industry, Tom Segevs Seventh Million, Israel and the Holocaust, and Ilan Pappés The 

Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine are central narrative framing devices in not just re-contextualizing 

Israel's origins and conduct – but also as the basis for a radical re-framing of the Holocaust. The key

distinction being made between scholars is that of affirmative historians (Morris, Shapira, Karsh), 

that is, those sympathetic to Israel's cause, and the critical historians (Finkelstein, Pappé, Said), 

those that are principal opponents of Israeli and Zionist actions' (past and present) legitimacy. Other 

chroniclers of collective memory (Segev, Novick) provide key findings for the history of Jewish 

attitudes towards Israel and the Holocaust. Other authors (e.g. Dershowitz, Joan, Blumenthal), 

though not necessarily trained historians, offer narratives that are culturally and politically 

embraced by either pro- or anti-Israeli voices that illustrate how the Holocaust's relation to Israel is 

internalized by non-historians and/or non-academics. Much has been written on the various nuances

of Zionist thinking (left, right, religious), and anti-Zionist (and antisemitic) scholarly work and 

commentary. Although there were earlier historians amongst the Marxist left, or fringe Hebrew 

authors who had taken a critical stance prior to this (Such as Yeshayahu Leibowitz), the 'New 

Historians' received massive attention in academia, the media, as well as causing a renewed public 

debate in Israel.

However, the key division between both scholars and the public is whose side one stands on, which 

is simply a consequence of the conflict being current and unresolved. And because Israel and Jews 

feel a strong narrative connection to the Holocaust, serving as the moral arbiter of history, Israel 

forms in the public mind, as well as by its own claim, the heirs of Holocaust victims. Therefore, the 

Holocaust serves as a moral lynchpin to everything that follows – especially Israel's creation. If 

Israel is to serve as a repudiation and vengeance against the evil that Nazi Germany represented, it 

must do so in word as well as in deed. As Israeli society increasingly mimics fascist tendencies, the 

moral legacy of the Holocaust can only be saved by advocates of Israel through Exclusivity. The 

historical interpretation and 'lession' of the Holocaust in light of these events form a chasm between 

the views of the affirmative and critical historians' view. It's amongst the affirmatives that the 

Zionist view is legitimized: Throughout the rest of the 20th century, the dominant affirmative 

historical view maintained that Israel was a David amongst the Arab coalition's Goliath, 
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representing a persecuted people that needed safe haven from further persecution. It was simply 

taken for granted that any defeat for Israel would be a total one, with the population wiped out in a 

Second Holocaust. This view prevailed even after the Camp David-accords and the peace treaty 

with Jordan, in later years Hamas has been cast in the role of Nazis who wish death and 

extermination upon the Jews131. With their back against the wall, Israel fought a noble underdog 

battle against its antisemitic rivals bent on genocide, and could further boast to be a fully Western 

country in a corner of the Middle East. 

Many of Israel's questionable actions, especially regarding events in 1947-1948 and 1967, 

expulsion of Palestinians, stance on the refugee question, etc, are typically explained to be 

exceptions to the general rule of absolute civility. It's even been argued that most cases are 

defensible in the eyes of history anyhow; since for example many of Israel's violations of 

international law were commited for state security reasons, with tangible and realistic concerns for

protecting the existence of the Jewish state and people from total destruction. Thereby Israel's 

aggressive defence policy has helped prevent another inevitable Second Holocaust, and thus 

Israel's existence is an admirable example when it comes to international justice - not the 

bogeyman its critics portrays it as. This notion of reluctance to use arms, and rigorous standards of

warfare as a last resort, as well as humane rules of engagement, are often held by the affirmatives 

as Israel's foremost example of being Western nation, distinguished from her much more brutal 

Arab neighbours. This view is encapsulated in the phrase Purity of Arms132. Affirmatives also 

invoke a milennia-long view of history, wherein the roots of Jewish persecution are thought over 

the whole broad span of history133. 

Advocates for Israel are also fond of a long-term view, and often present the history of the long-

term project – the dedication in commiting to colonizing Palestine, portrayed as honestly earned 

after hard and fair work. The a posteriori narrative amongst Zionists is one of culmination – that 

simply mastering modernity enabled the long-scattered Jewish 'people' to 'awaken', and earn their 

place amongst the family of nations134. Not just as any nation, but better than many of them135. 

131 Alan Dershowitz draws the Nazi-Hamas analogy based on the group's charter and it's violent rhetoric. Dershowitz, 
Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & Sons), pages 106-107
132 Dershowitz, an advocate for Israel, uses the term in his book Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John 
Wiley & Sons), page 145
133 Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & Sons), pages 59-62
134 Theodor Herzl – Altneuland (1902) book 4 part V – Jewishvirtuallibrary.org – 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-altneuland-quot-theodor-herzl, read 11/5/18
135 Theodor Herzl – Texts Concerning Zionism: «The Jewish State», II The Jewish Question - Jewishvirtuallibrary.org 
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Superiority is often invoked in the fields of level of social organization, military technology, and 

aptitude to exploit the possibilities that history gives rise to. Palestinians often play the role of 

support or merely extras, except when detailing military events, when they take on the role of 

rampaging supersoldiers. Since the First Intifada, the spectre of terrorism has become a potent 

new security threat, also in the political and historical narrative. This shift is symptomatic of the 

fact that existential threat to Israel's existence analogous to the Holocaust is becoming ridiculous, 

though in the broader context of Israel's inherent security needs, the fear of a Second Holocaust at 

Arab hands remains strong amongst pro-Israeli voices136. This compounds when the argument 

moves on to self-determination. Amongst Israeli-affirmative historians, uninterrupted Jewish 

presence in Palestine is tied to current Israeli defence policy, and it's also the basis for Jewish right

to immigrate to Mandate Palestine, as well as later Israeli annexations and stance on the refugee 

question. This applies to both current and historical judgements. The Arabs and/or the Palestinians

it is argued, are motivated by strong hate and resentfulness towards Israelis specifically and Jews 

generally; and have a long-standing political ambition to purge historic Palestine of Jews. The 

most-often cited examples to make this case are utterances and statements from Palestinian 

religious and political authorities, as well as the notorious Hamas charter137. 

Scholars make frequent utilization of the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, Amin Al-Husseini, and his 

urging Hitler to implement a «solution» to the Jewish question in Palestine. In Zionist 

historiography the Mufti would be comically inflated and take on a starring role. The implication 

of course being that Arabs/Palestinians are just as bloodthirty and brutal as the Nazis were, with 

similar intensions. The prosecution in the Eichmann trial had tried to establish a link between 

Eichmann and the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem (they only held one informal meeting), and the Yad 

Vashem memorial displays photos of the Mufti with Nazi officials138. In reality the Mufti played 

no significant part in the Holocaust139. Despite this, the Encyclopedia of the Holocaust (1990), a 4-

volume authoritative anthology on the subject, gave the Mufti more attention than any figure in 

– https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-the-jewish-state-quot-theodor-herzl, read 22/10/18
136 Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & Sons), page 90
137 Yale Law School – The Avalon Project: Documents in Law, History and Diplomacy – Hamas Covenant 1988, The 
Covenant of the Islamic Resistance Movement, 18 August 1988 – http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/hamas.asp, 
read 10/5/18
138 Christinson, Kathleen: Perceptions of Palestine: Their Influence on U.S. Middle East Policy (2003, University of 
California Press), pages 118-119
139 The Eichmann Prosecution made an effort in establishing a working relationship between Eichmann and the Mufti, 
but ultimately failed to establish anything substantial. Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust 
(1993 New York), page 353
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the Nazi hierarchy, such as Himmler, Goebbels, Göring, or even Eichmann: The only longer entry 

in the whole encyclopedia was the one for Hitler140. In both academia and popular advocacy for 

Israel, this element of the Israeli-affirmative narrative has turned the Mufti into a bogeyman, 

continually dragged out to illustrate Arab/Palestinian hatred and hostility141. While Yad Vashem 

rejects Netanyahu's claim that the Mufti gave Hitler the idea, the institution does claim that 

Netanyahu is correct in anticipating Hitler and the Mufti's genocidal plans for Mandatory 

Palestine142. Any serious scholar of the Holocaust will know that even this is a questionable claim.

There is little evidence to suggest the Nazis intended to extend the Final Solution to Mandatory 

Palestine if it were to be conquered by the Axis advance through North Africa during 1941 or 

1942. While an easily imaginable scenario, to treat this hypothetical as a certainty should raise an 

eyebrow to any scholar familiar with the Third Reich. It's equally conceivable that in the 

hypothetical event of Nazi occupation and Axis control of the Mediterranean, Palestine would 

have become a target site for mass deportation of European Jewry. As most familiar with the Final

Solution are aware, the Nazi policy shifted from forced deportation to mass extermination in large

part because no non-European areas (such as the fanciful Madagascar Plan) were available for 

mass deportation of European Jewry143. In any case, the utilization of the Mufti by Zionist 

historiography and Israel's advocates hinges on perceived intent and hypotheticals, not history or 

genuine scholarship. 

Furthermore, it is often argued, the Zionists movement risked ultimate defeat and extermination in

1947-1948. It is simply taken for granted that any Israeli battlefield defeat will be terminal. This 

has its roots not merely as a projection of motives as it relates to the West Bank, but also as a 

lession of the Holocaust itself. If Jews are disempowered and lose their sovereignty, incrimentally 

they will inevitably be dispossessed and killed. In light of this, Holocaust memory is used as a 

warning against potential future events, should Israel hesitate to use all and any means necessary 

to defend its existence. Israeli societal virtue is also highlighted; strong state institutions and an 

industrious way of life is used as a lofty contrast to the conditions in neighbouring countries. The 

presence of democracy, a high level of public welfare, a well-educated population, as well as a 

140 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 158
141 Dershowitz uses the Mufti as his central «proof» in explaing that Israel was perfectly willing to share land in 1947-
1948, but that the Palestinians were merely bloodthirsty barbarians looking to quench their thirst for Jewish blood. 
Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & Sons), pages 40-44
142Yad Vashem: Setting the Record Straight, 21 October 2015, Dina Porat – https://www.yadvashem.org/blog/setting-
the-record-straight.html, read 11/10/18
143 Hilberg, Raul: The Destruction of European Jews (1985 Revised Edition, Holmes & Meier), page 8
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proud tradition of having an open and secular society. The (sometimes implicit) judgement these 

arguments illustrates is that Israel has grown out of the ashes of the Holocaust, with a clear intent 

to avoid repeating history in every sense, including the construction of a modern democratic 

society. In essence, it's a secular narrative that affirms Israel as unique, and it's people as 

remarkably gifted or chosen. The Holocaust has also been intermingled into the Zionist concept of

Right to Return, that is the Jews, as a people with an inalienable right to return to their land of 

origin, ancient Judea, from which the they were driven in two waves by the Romans in 70 og 135 

C.E144. This position coexisted with the concept of a land without a people, for a people without a

land, signifying that Palestinian land was up for grabs. Books like Leon Uri's Exodus (1958) 

underlined this perception, where the Israelis were settlers in an empty and barren land. Later 

turned into a motion picture, its spirit defined the American (and at the time, Western) image of 

Israel145. Where the Palestinian inhabitants existed, they maintained the land poorly, it was 

alleged. Another argument that the affirmatives have occasionally used is that the Palestinians 

were not really native there, but rather newly arrived immigrants without legitimacy to claim the 

land as their own146. Exemplified in Joan Peters From Time Immemorial, Palestine is described as 

an undeveloped backwater, and only with Jewish arrivals does 'the desert bloom'. Peters' book 

embodied the Zionist conception of the Palestinian people and nation: Their former overlords 

(The English and the Turks) never allowed a Palestinian state to exist, and despite popular self-

determination, locals are morally expected to follow the law. No historic state has ever existed in 

Palestine, therefore the Palestinians have no right to it. Furthermore, Palestinian self-

determination is doubtful, because the inhabitants of mandate Palestine were possibly in chief 

recent arrivals from places like Egypt, Jordan and Syria – hence they were not True Palestinians. 

Common to all these lines of argumentation is that the Jews, owing to their efforts and qualities 

are morally superior, more legitimate, and better retainers of the land than the Palestinians. Israel's

foundation is cast as the culmination of 2,000 years of exile and repression. This juxtaposition of 

the Jews versus gentiles as a nation or folk in the nationalist tradition is another central pillar of 

Zionism: That Jews can not – or should not - be assimilated due to them culturally (or genetically)

belonging to a separate 'race', and therefore, must form a state of their own. From this logic also 

follows Birthright Citizenship, as by Zionist logic, the majority of Jews living in the Diaspora 

144 Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & Sons), page 60
145 Christinson, Kathleen: Perceptions of Palestine: Their Influence on U.S. Middle East Policy (2003, University of 
California Press), page 104-105
146 Peters, Joan: From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict over Palestine, 2002, page 222-225
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outside of Israel's borders are merely wayward Israelis in the making. Ideally, Israeli and Jewish 

ought to be interchangable terms. This conflation of Israelis, Jews and Israel is therefore not 

simply narrative, it has instrumental real-world backing. The implications for the Palestinians and 

liberal Western values in Israel are profound, as we will see later. In the light of Israeli policy and 

a Zionist frame-of-reference that casts Jews as superior both in terms of inert qualities and their 

deserving sympathy, the Holocaust forms a cornerstone. If any of these dogmas were challenged, 

the hypothetical critic in this case would be easy to discredit by asserting insensitivity to the 

suffering and present dangers of the Jewish people. Antisemitism, and the allegation thereof, has 

thus become probably the most potent rhetorical weapon in the hands of Israel's advocates. The 

argument goes that the critic is attempting to delegitimize the state of Israel through questioning 

the history of Jewish persecution and suffering. Hence, any criticism of Israel's actions is a 

criticism of Israel, and it follows therefore, an attack on Jews. This is noticable all over the 

Western world. When Max Blumenthal, a Jewish-American journalist and author, was invited to 

the German Bundestag by members of Die Linke to speak about Israeli atrocities during their 

2012 assault on Gaza, he was eventually banned from entering and labelled an antisemite by all 

spectrums of the German political establishment147. The leader of the Green Party, Volker Beck, 

lead the charge148. It is truly peak irony to see the grandson of a World War 2 German General 

accuse a Jew of antisemitism, in Germany, for comparing Israel to Nazi Germany. While 

antisemitism certainly is clear and present in the world at large, it has become an unyielding 

rhetorical tool to legitimize Israel's conduct and security needs. And a wider culture, strongly 

influenced by perceptions of Zionist narrative-identity and Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives, is

often unable to tell the difference.

The Holocaust has another key part to play in the Israeli-friendly narrative with regards to 

Revisionist Zionism. Even since Israel's creation there has been great efforts by advocates for Israel 

to portray the Arabs and Palestinians as the 'heirs' of the Nazis – inheritors and collaborators in 

eternal Jewish hatred and pathological craving for a Second Holocaust. This aligns with Mahachem 

Begin's utilization of Holocaust memory. To him, any effort to make Israel concede claims to Eretz 

147 The Jerusalem Post, November 15, 2014 – German Politicians, Media outraged over Leftists anti-Israel 
'Toiletgate', Benjamin Weinthal – https://www.jpost.com/In-Jerusalem/German-politicians-media-outraged-over-leftists-
anti-Israel-Toiletgate-381883, read 10/5/18
148 Letter from Volker Beck to the German Bundestag – https://www.radio-utopie.de/wp-
content/uploads/2014/11/Brief-von-Volker-Beck-Petra-Pau-und-Reinhold-Robbe-an-Volksbuehne-wg-Veranstaltung-
mit-David-Sheen-und-Max-Blumenthal.pdf, read 10/5/18
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Israel were collaborators with the Arab hordes, who wanted finish what Hitler started149. Netanyahu 

takes this a step further. He has claimed that Hitler didn't initially want to exterminate the Jews, but 

that the idea was «planted» by the Grand Mufti150. It's not just Likud who play fast and loose with 

history. The Nazi analogy has been drawn by Israeli leaders to virtually every Arab and Palestinian 

leader. Already in 1956 during Israel's intervention in the Sinai on the Franco-British side during the

Suez Crisis, several Knesset members used the Holocaust as a justification151. In 1963 Golda Meir 

compared Egypt to Nazi Germany, stating that the two have always had «close links», this owing to 

former Nazi officers who found refuge in Egypt after the war152. On the eve of the 1967 Six Day 

War, the Israeli press - including Haaretz - continously compared Nasser to Hitler153. He became the

«Hitler on the Nile», as dedicated to Israel's destruction as had Hitler been to world Jewry. Stories 

of Nasser giving safe haven to Nazis and deploying «mobile gas vans» circulated in the Israeli 

press154. Even after Israel's victory there were worrying signs that solidified the Arab-Nazi analogy 

in Israeli and Jews' minds. The massacre of Israeli athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympics was felt 

particularily strongly. Symbolically attacks like this came to represent assaults on Jewry as well as 

on Zionism, and the Nazi analogy felt to many obvious155. In 1989 on Holocaust Commemoration 

Day, Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir spoke of «The eternal hatred for the eternal people» to drive 

the idea of a Second Holocaust home156.

2.3 – Begin, Likud, and Revisionist Zionism

Especially after Likud came to power would Holocaust memory in the Revisionist Zionist vein 

come to represent a political gospel. The prime architect of this gospel was Menachem Begin. His 

previous record of sanctifying the Holocaust would follow him into office. He sincerely believed 

that by controlling Holocaust memory, he could control Israel. When Israel bombed an Iraqi 

149 Kaplan, Eran: The Jewish Radical Right: Revisionist Zionism and its Ideological Legacy (2005, University of 
Wisconsin), page 165
150 Haaretz: Netanyahu: Hitler Didn't Want to Exterminate the Jews, editorial, October 21 2015 – 
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/netanyahu-absolves-hitler-of-guilt-1.5411578, read 11/10/18
151 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 297
152 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 373
153 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 390-391
154 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, pages 352-353
155 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 393
156 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 343
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experimental reactor in 1981, Begin used the Holocaust as a justification. Yassir Arafat was 

frequently compared to Hitler by Begin, and the PLO's national covenant to Mein Kampf. Tom 

Segev notes that Begin was the most significant politicizer of the Holocaust157. Drawing on themes 

of redemption and rebirth, Begin presented Israel as the negation of Gentile antisemitism purchased 

through blood. In this way, Israeli nationalism (and irridentism) became redemptive narratives for 

Jews who closely associated themselves with the Holocaust. Consequently, this turned Holocaust 

memory in the Revisionist Zionist tradition not just into political capital, but into a strange inversion

of Saul Friedländer's concept of Redemptive Antisemitism.

«Redemptive anti-Semitism was born from the fear of racial degeneration and the 

religious belief in redemption. The main cause of degeneration was the penetration 

of the Jews into the German body politic, into German society, and into the German 

bloodstream. Germanhood and the Aryan world were on the path to perdition if the 

struggle against the Jews was not joined; this was to be a struggle to the death. 

Redemption would come as liberation from the Jews - as their expulsion, possibly 

their annihilation.158»

Begin's Holocaust narrative represented the inverse: A redemptive judeo-philia through support for 

Israel, and implicit support in its political aspirations, including ethno-religious purity, territorial 

maximalization, blood libel, and life-or-death stakes. Indeed, Theodore Herzl had himself argued 

that antisemitism was in part gentile self-defence159. As the Revisionist Zionists had prophecised the

Holocaust, judeophilic redemptiveness became an aspect closely related to two key cornerstones of 

the Israeli-affirmative Holocaust narrative: The Uniqueness Doctrine, The Inevitability of the 

Holocaust. These two elements would be the bridge between political advocacy for Israel and 

Zionism, Holocaust history/memory, and Revisionist Zionism. Since Likud's coming to power in 

1977, Revisionist Zionism, or right-wing Zionism, has become increasingly relevant. Butenschøn 

argued with caution in 1984 that Likud risked overtaking the narrative hegemony of Zionism from 

the Labour Zionists, following Likud's electoral victory in 1977160. Of modern scholars, Eran 

Kaplan's The Jewish Radical Right: Revisionists, Zionism and its Ideological Legacy (2005) is 

157 Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 398-399
158 Friedländer, Saul: Nazi Germany and the Jews (1997, HarperCollins), page 86
159 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 347
160 Although this is the 2006 reprint, the argument is still raised in the 1984 original. Butenschøn, Nils A.: Drømmen 
om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 175
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perhaps the authoritative work on Revisionist Zionism. He confirms that Butenschøn's prediction 

came true: Kaplan says that Revisionist Zionism is «The leading party in modern Israeli 

politics»161. As of this writing, Benjamin Netanyahu has been Prime Minister for 9 years, and the 

electorate in Israel is drifting steadily to the right. With increased settler populations and a 

Palestinian Arab population that is growing quicker than the Jewish population, this trend is likely 

to continue. Therefore, it is crucial to understand the driving ideology of Likud, and therefore of 

Israel. This ideology also has deep implications for Holocaust memory. 

The founder of Revisionist Zionism was Ze'ev Jabotinsky. In the early 1920's he set the tone for 

Revisionist Zionism. First, he predicted a major catastrophe for European Jewry. The only remedy 

was Jewish nationhood earned by force in Eretz Israel162. Only though the ability and willingness to 

fight could Jews achieve statehood. He saw himself as the true heir of Herzl's views, in contrast to 

the perceived perversion by mainstream Labour Zionists163. Only through force, strength, and the 

threat of force could Jewish nationalism and territorial goals be achieved. Like Ben-Gurion, he 

viewed Zionism as a European cultural movement, but with distinct characteristics164. Arabs, and 

their rights to self-determination, were subordinate to the superiority of European culture165. Unlike 

the Labour conception of Jewish settlers as pionéers, Revisionist Zionism viewed Jews first and 

foremost as Warriors166. Shlomo Avineri characterizes Jabotinsky's views, without using the term 

directly, as fascist167. Perhaps surprisingly, Jabotinsky's original source of inspiration was 

Mussolini's Italy, with a corporate state and the nation as the highest value above all other concerns.

It demanded unquestioning loyalty. Jabotinsky also argued that the Jewish people constituted a 'race'

with distinct cultural and ethnic characteristics, however mixed the blood might have been168. He 

also fiercely opposed liberalism. In various essays he argued that the world is a competition for 

161 Kaplan, Eran: The Jewish Radical Right: Revisionist Zionism and its Ideological Legacy (2005, University of 
Wisconsin), Prefice xvi
162 Butenschøn, Nils A.: Drlmmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 174
163 The battle for Zionism's 'true' identity is beyond the scope of this paper. Revisionist Zionism is given 
disproportionate focus as it is most reflective of the convergence of Zionist narrative-identity with Holocaust narrative-
paradigms. Begin's vision of Holocaust memory is most compatible with this interpretation of Zionism. The principal 
distinct common feature of Zionism as compared to other ethno-national movements is summed up thusly by Benedict 
Anderson: "The significance of the emergence of Zionism and the birth of Israel is that the former marks the 
reimagining of an ancient ireligious community as a nation, down there among the other nations — while the latter 
charts an alchemic change from wandering devotee to local patriot.» Anderson, Benedict: Imagined Communities: 
Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (revised edition 2006), page 149
164 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), pages 177-189
165 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 185
166 Kaplan, Eran: The Jewish Radical Right: Revisionist Zionism and its Ideological Legacy (2005, University of 
Wisconsin), Prefice xii
167 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 180
168 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 181
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survival, where might makes right169. He also admired the 'discipline' of Nazi Germany when Hitler 

initially came to power. Incredibly, minus Hitler's antisemitism, Jabotinsky showed admiration that 

he and his ideological heirs have done great efforts in combing over. In fact, trying to disassociate 

fascism and antisemitism was something the Revisionists had attempted in the early 30's170. 

According to Butenschøn and Avineri, these common characteristics places Jabotinsky's Revisionist

Zionism in the general tradition of European fascism at the time171. Kaplan characterizes Revisionist

Zionism as a «Revolt against rationalism, individualism, and materialism [...] and the heritage of 

the Enlightenment and the French Revolution»172. Fascist or not, it is clearly a world view anchored 

in Jewish ethnic and religious supremacy and righteousness – and one that rejects universalist 

liberal values.

More interestingly, one can already see the contours of a very familiar narrative with regards to 

Israel and the surrounding world. Beyond the ever-present racism towards Arabs/Palestinians, other 

convergences with Zionist narrative-identity and Israeli-friendly Holocaust memory can be found. 

Revisionism – spearheaded by Jabotinsky and Begin – saw the non-Jewish world as a hostile, 

degenerate place. Fears of antisemitism and the perceived impossibility of assimilation coupled 

with this meant that Israel had to be a purely Jewish creation. Israel had to serve as a living 

embodiment of rejectied Gentile attempts to undercut and destroy Jewry, which they had 

supposedly tried to do so for millennia173. The narrative of eternal antisemitism and boundless 

hatred and envy for the Jews was born. Another recognizable argument was put forth: Israel and it's 

peoples' history was separate from the non-Jewish world, and represented a long tale of constant 

suffering and catastrophe at gentile hands174. As for the Palestinian issue, Begin took Jabotinsky's 

vision of Eretz Israel into a political platform for territorial maximization. For Begin's Likud, this 

meant politically that Israel has a right to settle beyond the 1967 borders, regardless of the world's 

say on the matter. Begin also maintained that strength is the ultimate arbiter of national disputes. 

Today Israel is substantially more powerful than the Palestinians and Arab states surrounding it put 

169 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 182
170 Kaplan, Eran: The Jewish Radical Right: Revisionist Zionism and its Ideological Legacy (2005, University of 
Wisconsin), Prefice xviii
171 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 184
172 Kaplan, Eran: The Jewish Radical Right: Revisionist Zionism and its Ideological Legacy (2005, University of 
Wisconsin), Prefice xvii
173 Kaplan, Eran: The Jewish Radical Right: Revisionist Zionism and its Ideological Legacy (2005, University of 
Wisconsin), page 164
174 Kaplan, Eran: The Jewish Radical Right: Revisionist Zionism and its Ideological Legacy (2005, University of 
Wisconsin), page 165-166
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together175. The logic of force as viewed by Revisionist Likudists, then, should have a self-evident 

answer for the final status of the West Bank and the Palestinian refugees. In short, Zionist 

Revisionists maintain that it's Israel's right, through force of arms and strength, and by the precedent

of history, to settle and incorporate all of former Mandatory Palestine into Israel. 

This ideological position also seemingly coincides with key aspects of Benny Morris' reasoning – If

Israel had conquered all of Mandatory Palestine in 1947-48, and been more thorough with the 

expulsions, there wouldn't have been a refugee problem, since no territorial basis would have 

existed for Palestinian statehood. (A 'mistake' that was partially 'corrected' in 1967, when the West 

Bank was occupied and East Jerusalem annexed) Like the Revisionist Zionists, Morris 

fundamentally views the Israeli-Arab/Palestinian conflict as a clash of civilizations176. As Morris 

himself says, the very presence of Arabs in significant numbers within Israel is an existential threat 

to the state. So when Morris argues «immediate military necessity» as the reason for mass 

expulsions in 1947-1948, and denies the Zionist ideological connection altogether, it's perhaps not 

as his critics argue, that he is refusing to put two and two together, or even recognize the 

implications of his own research. Morris' view coincides with the Revisionist Zionist logic in 

approaching Israeli nationhood – forging Israel can only be done through strength, force, and indeed

necessitates expulsion as a military necessity. By the logic of the governing ideology of Israel, 

forceful expulsion in creating a purer Jewish presence with maximal territorial aims is quite literally

a military necessity. Likewise, getting rid of Palestinians and Arabs becomes a military necessity. 

Their very existence within the Jewish state is a threat. Seen from this perspective, Morris' logic 

makes perfect sense. One doesn't need to invoke Transfer to validate ethnic cleansing as a military 

necessity for territorial and ethnic expansion. If judged by the logic of Revisionist Zionist ideology, 

Transfer (i.e. ethnic cleansing) is not necessarily a specific or particular ideological concept. It's a 

self-evident necessity when seen through the lense of a racist and Social-Darwinist world view. 

Though Morris is no conscious supporter of Likud, the above arguments demonstrate how his views

bolster, and to a large extent, coincide with those of the Zionist right-wing. Efraim Karsh echoes 

Morris in some of his reasoning. Charging Israel with ethnic cleansing he says, is bigotry – and 

175 Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review of 
Books Vol. 28, No. 6, page 8
176 Morris states that «If he [Ben Gurion] had carried out a full expulsion - rather than a partial one - he would have 
stabilized the State of Israel for generations.» Though he is a supporter of the two-state solution, Morris blames Arab 
hostility for the failure to realize it. Haaretz, January 8, 2004 – Survival of the Fittest, interview with historian Benny 
Morris by Avi Shavit, where Morris repeatedly uses the term to describe the Haganah's actions in 1947-1948 
https://www.haaretz.com/1.5262454, https://www.haaretz.com/1.5262428, read 3/10/18
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more telling - «Denial of self-defence»177. If Israel's self-defence requires the right to ethnic 

cleansing, then Zionist historians have already implicitly jettisoned their liberal values – and 

objectivity – in the service of ideology. If the analysis is true, it also demonstrates how Morris' 

critics are missing the point on his seeming inconsistency. Israel has exclusive rights, in the name of

necessity and strength, to take what is rightfully hers. The issue is not a question of epistemology, 

but one of framing.

4.2 –  Anti-Israeli Bias and New Antisemitism?

There is further reason deeply anchored in other Israeli paradigms that bolster the notion of 

Exclusity. This isn't just amongst those inclined to right-wing politics or Jewish exclusivity. Often 

when the question of Israeli legitimacy, moral or otherwise are posed, spurious charges are made in 

response in order to delegitimize and stifle debate. Many of these arguments come from Israeli and 

Israeli-friendly historians. Three main lines of arguments are used, often interrelated: First, the 

charge of antisemitism. Second: the use of Holocaust imagery to frame Israel as a victim. Third is 

the accusation of holding Israel to an unfair moral double standard. In reality the reverse is true on 

all counts; though in their own interesting ways. The gentile Western world is largely friendly to 

Jews. Sensitivity to the Holocaust is palpable and profound, though diminishing. And Israel is in 

fact held to a unique moral standard, above that of other nations and treated less harshly. 

Efraim Karsh well represents the Israeli-friendly line well. Throughout numerous journal articles 

written for circulation in academia, he makes this position quite clear178. Anti-Zionism, he says, is 

the denial of Jewish right to self-determination. This right of Israel's is only criticized because of 

bias against Jews, most typically rooted in antisemitism. But he also says that Palestinian right of 

return is a «Euphemism for Israel's destruction through demographic subversion179», and has 

characterized the one-state solution as «The destruction of 6 million Jews and ethnic cleansing». As 

the Palestinian Right of Return is based on universal principles of human rights, it is safer to assume

that Karsh is using Zionist terminology when he defines the term 'self-determination', rather than 

177 Karsh, Efraim: The War Against The Jews, Israel Affairs, 1 July 2012, vol. 18, No. 3
178 Karsh articulates his views in «The Long Trial of Antisemitism» (2006) Israel Affairs Vol 12 No. 1, Karsh, Efraim: 
The War Against The Jews, Israel Affairs, 1 July 2012, vol. 18, No. 3, views on antisemittism and the Holocaust's role in
the peace process articulated in Karsh, Efraim: Arafat's Grand Strategy, Middle East Quarterly Spring 2004, Vol 11. No.
3 and Karsh, Efraim: Why The Oslo Process Doomed Peace, Middle East Quarterly Fall 2016, Vol. 23 No. 4
179 Karsh, Efraim: Why The Oslo Process Doomed Peace, Middle East Quarterly Fall 2016, Vol. 23 No. 4
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believing Karsh is ignorant of the very concept he himself uses to justify Israel's own existence. To 

charge Israel of ethnic cleansing, Karsh further argues, is straight bigotry. It is a «denial of self 

defence»180. Now, either Karsh doesn't know that words have meaning – or he is using Zionist 

terminology. A Jewish state in Eretz Israel based on Jewish Exclusivity necessitates an ethnic 

cleansing of their rightful land - and any denial of Jewish right to do so would by that logic be a 

denial of self-defence. Another telling sign is when Karsh characterizes the late Edward Said as the 

«Young English Professor», denying his Palestinian identity181. 

Through journals and books he consistently argues that antisemitism – particularily amongst the 

Arabs/Palestinians – make them the inheritors of Hitler's legacy. In fact, he goes to great lengths to 

show the violent rhetoric of Arab leader such as Nasser spoke of «driving the Jews into the sea». 

Holocaust denial is popular in Syria, and Karsh argues that the Protocols of the Elders of Zion were 

being proliferated throughout the Middle-East, starting in the 1920's182. In fact, Arab antisemitism 

is, in his mind, in large part based on European Antisemitism183. Indeed, Karsh can show a long 

trend of Arab leaders and intellectuals drawing sympathy with antisemites, Nazis, and persistent 

downplaying of the Holocaust (such as Mahmoud Abbas and Yasser Arafat). This according to 

Karsh, betrays the inner Palestinian/Arab urge to perpetuate a Second Holocaust once they get the 

chance. As for the non-Arab world, Karsh argues that critism of Israel's actions are consistently 

because of bias and antisemitism. Indeed, he scorns that the Palestinians are trying to share victim 

status for the Holocaust – this to him is a preposterous notion184. His prime example is the infamous 

UN General Assembly Resolution 3379, which defined Zionism as racism. In fact, the UN seems to 

be an institution he regards with contempt. In his words, the organization is a «purveyour of 

antisemitism»185. The fact that a third of all Security Council resolutions, according to him, concern 

Israel is another clear show of bias, because there are worse crimes elsewhere in the world. Karsh 

argues this shows that Europeans favour Arabs over Israelis, and is thus a form of bias. He also 

shows how when Arabs kill other Arabs or Palestinians, there is generally little international outcry, 

in contrast to when Israelis are the perpetrators. Also, it is the Arabs who muddy the waters 

according to Karsh, for failing to distinguish Zionists, Israelis, and Jews186.

180 Karsh, Efraim: The War Against The Jews, Israel Affairs, 1 July 2012, vol. 18, No. 3, page 319-343
181 Karsh, Efraim: The War Against The Jews, Israel Affairs, 1 July 2012, vol. 18, No. 3, page 340
182 Karsh, Efraim: The Long Trail of Antisemitism, Israel Affairs vol. 12, no.1, 8 August 2006, page 5
183 Karsh, Efraim: The Long Trail of Antisemitism, Israel Affairs vol. 12, no.1, 8 August 2006, page 4
184 Karsh, Efraim: Arafat's Grand Strategy, Middle East Quarterly Spring 2004, Vol 11. No. 3
185 Karsh, Efraim: The War Against The Jews, Israel Affairs, 1 July 2012, vol. 18, No. 3
186 Karsh, Efraim: The Long Trail of Antisemitism, Israel Affairs, Vol 12. No. 1, August 2006, page 2
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Karsh is certainly not the first, or the most original of spokesmen for the view that anti-Zionist 

views, and antisemitism by extention, are the main sources of ire towards Jews in general and 

Israelis in particular. In popular literature, this view is echoed by Alan Dershowitz187. The 

prevalenceand seeming credibility of these arguments coincide precisely with Israel's and the 

Holocaust's cultural mass proliferation after 1967. Spearheading this have been the Anti Defamation

League (ADL) and the Simon Wiesenthal Center. Foster and Epstein's (both closelsy associated 

with the ADL) book The New Anti-semitism (1974) was the first well-known work of this type, 

arguing that the film Jesus Christ Superstar (1973) perpetuated dangerous anti-Jewish stereotypes. 

These charges were later ressurrected, quite literally, against Mel Gibson's Passion of the Christ 

(2003) by then ADL head Abraham Foxman188. Routinely, politicians all over the Western world 

take criticism if they are not supportive – or passive enough – towards Israel. As recently as 

September 2018, Jeremy Corbyn of the British Labour Party was accused by his political enemies 

of being antisemitic189. In the United States, the charge of antisemitism is one of the most politically

damning, and the most devastating tool the Israel Lobby deploys to deflect criticism190. To suggest 

that Jews or Israel are treated to antisemitism, or a bias in the general sense, is the reverse of the 

present situation. In the West, there is no evidence for a resurgent antisemitism. On the contrary, the

scholarly consensus is that times have never been better for Jews than the post-war years, regardless

if one looks at diaspora or Israelis191. In every sense of the word, Israelis and Jews are accepted into 

Western society as fully legitimate members of the family of nations. The continual stirring of 

widespread and rampant antisemitism by Jewish advocacy therefore, is bogus. Or at the very least 

extremely exaggerated. Though one needs to keep in mind that by Zionist philosophy there is no 

distinguishing between Jews and Israel when it comes to this point, so it is no wonder they see so 

much antisemitism all over the place. The ceaseless mantra about existential danger to Jews also an 

appeal to emotions of guilt as a means of deflection. While antisemitism is a genuine phenomenon, 

187 «To single out Israel for criticism because it is a Jewish state is clearly a form of international anti-Semitism, 
especially when the criticism is not coupled with comparable, or more severe, criticism of Muslim states that practice a 
far more discriminatory form of state-sponsored religion.» Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & 
Sons), page 156
188 Finkelstein, Norman: Beyond Chutzpah: On the Miuse of Anti-Semitism and the Abuse of History (2005, London), 
page 22
189 Anti-Semittism as a Sword: Aggressive Tactics on Israel's Behalf May Threaten All Jews, Mint Press News, Ian 
Berman, September 28, 2018 – https://www.mintpressnews.com/anti-semitism-as-a-sword-aggressive-tactics-on-
israels-behalf-may-threaten-all-jews/250015/, read 6/10/18
190 Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review of 
Books Vol. 28, No. 6, page 24-25
191 Mearsheimer, Finkelstein and Novick are all in agreement on this point. Mearsheimer & Wolf Israel Lobby pp. 24-
25, Finkelstein Beyond Chutzpah pp. 71, 75-76, Novick Holocaust in American Life, pages. 113, 175 
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particularily in the Muslim and Arab worlds and amongst disturbingly large portions of both the 

extreme left and right, its lingering existence, and indeed sporadic revival, is in large part because 

of Israel's actions and its pretense to represent all world Jewry. This hurts nobody more than 

genuine Jewish humanitarian groups, who because of prevailing Israeli influence are automatically 

suspected of being their mouthpieces. This was devastatingly illustrated during the writing of this 

thesis192. Many defenders of Israel do what they charge antisemites with: Conflating antisemitism, 

crtisism of Israel, and anti-Zionism. 

This conflation begun as soon as the New Antisemitism arose. Abba Eban, foreign minister of Israel 

at the time, explicitly defined anti-Zionism as a veil for anti-semitism in 1973193. Quite literally, this 

means that criticism of Zionism and its byproduct Israel in any aspects by non-Jews, is inherently 

racism towards Jews. This approach would not just legitimize political Zionism through the notion 

that gentile critics harbor resentments and are therefore inherently biased, but also serve as a 

deflection of crtitisism. From their political origins in the 1970's, these main lines of arguments still 

constitute main elements of the Israeli-affirmative narrative in both the public and academic sphere. 

Alan Dershowitz cites law professor Irwin Cotler as an authority on how to root out antisemites 

hiding being anti-Zionism and/or criticism of Israel. His list includes «denial of the Jewish people’s 

right to self-determination», «Ideological Anti-Semitism» (or attempts to «Nazify Israel», which 

would include Jews such as Noam Chomsky, Gideon Levy, and Max Blumenthal), «Economic anti-

Semitism» (which would include boycott organizations such as BDS), and Holocaust denial194. The 

last point makes for absurd moral equivalences as we shall see later. All these key points conflate 

Israeli terminology (i.e Zionist poltical aspirations) with Jewry, Israel, and Zionism. 

Consequently, by a sweeping definition of antisemitism that is backed by scholars, pro-Israeli 

voices are able to narrow the scope of what is the boundaries of politically correct historical 

narrative. For example, the multinational International Holocaust Rememberance Alliance (IHRA) 

headquartered in Berlin, Germany, includes criteria such as «Accusing the Jews as a people, or 

Israel as a state, of inventing or exaggerating the Holocaust», «Denying the Jewish people their 

192 On October 27 2018, a gunman entered the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The suspected 
gunman, Robert Bowers, seemingly targeted the synagogue because it was connected to a Jewish refugee aid and relief 
fund, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS). Because of this, the mass murderer seems to have 'reasoned' this 
meant the relief fund participated in «white genocide». USA Today: Pittsburgh Synagogue Shooting: What we know, 
questions that remain, Ashley May & Josh Hafner, October 29 2018 – https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-
now/2018/10/29/pittsburgh-synagogue-shooting-what-we-know/1804878002/, read 31/10/18
193 Congress Bi-weekly, American Jewish Congress, Vol. 40, No. 2-14, 1973, page 25
194 Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel (2003, John Wiley & Sons), pages 109-110
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right to self-determination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of a State of Israel is a racist 

endeavor», and «Applying double standards by requiring of it a behavior not expected or demanded

of any other democratic nation»195. This definition would make virtually every scholar on Israeli 

history an antisemite. As this is an international, principally non-Jewish organization, these points 

illustrate Israel's success in permiating Zionist narrative-identity and Israel-friendly paradigms of 

Holocaust memory deeply into the mainstrea. This conflagration also legitimizes genuine 

antisemites, who find it easier to be accepted and counted amongst genuine critics of Israeli policy 

and influence. When for example such sweeping definitions are used as the basis for hate speech or 

Holocaust denier legislation, it can lead to a genuine and legitimate supression of academic freedom

and Freedom of Speech. This in turn creates martyrs of Holocaust deniers and genuine hate-

mongerers who hide behind silky veneers – and risks fuelling a perception that Israel has massive 

influence over the historical narrative and indeed the very legal proceedings of several Western 

countries196. Therefore, when Zionism, Jews, and Israel are confused, this paradoxically serves 

Zionist ends: Not just is Zionism legitimized as the spokesgroup for the Jewish people. But more 

crucially, in a world of gentile alienation, suspicion and hostility towards Jews might indeed grow 

based on such conflagrations. If they feel alienated, Jews are more likely to stay with their ethno-

religious in-group and thus become potential converts to Zionism. Or at least, Jew and antisemite 

alike are driven to conclude that Jews are duplicitous and subversive at best – or at worst that the 

only future for Jews is in Israel. Either way this serves Israeli ends, and is entirely consistent with 

Zionism philosophy. Any middle ground between unwavering support for Israel and racist 

antisemitism thus becomes the ideological battlefield. And in the Zionist/Israeli struggle for 

legitimacy, it's a zero-sum game with enormous ideological stakes.

4.6 –  Zionism in Practice: The Ethno-state

From a universalist perspective; if the Holocaust was a great crime and Jews deserve compensation 

for it, then it should follow that the Palestinians are deserving of compensation for Israeli crimes. 

195 International Holocaust Rememberance Alliance: Working Definition of Antisemitism – 
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-antisemitism, read 10/10/18
196 This is not to say laws against Holocaust denial in of itself is due to Zionist/Israeli influence. Most famously, 
Germany is for its own reasons very touchy about Holocaust denial, but there are other countries such as Canada, with 
no special or distinct history connected to the Holocaust and yet Holocaust denial is outlawed and legally punishable, 
most famously in the case of Ernst Zündel. The writer of this paper has no personal objections to Holocaust denial being
criminal, the point is that Canadian law is doubtlessly influenced by Holocaust-narrative proliferation, rather than a 
genuine tribute to right the wrongs of Canadian history.
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However, if Jews – and by extention Israel – are elevated to the moral pinnacle above others, their 

behaviour becomes excusable, if not justifiable. Israeli nationalism is particular in this sense, 

because it emphasises a unique and exclusive claim to nationhood amongst the family of nations. 

While it is true that Israel is the only Jewish state in the world, it reserves for itself several unique 

characteristics of statehood. A foundation based on kinship, ethnicity and blood – not constitutional 

rights, principles of law, or common history/tradition. Instead, it's an ethno-religious nation-building

project to last in virtual perpetuity. The peculiar nature of Israel and its political entanglement to the

United States and diaspora Jewry means that Israel (on behest of Zionist logic), itself perpetuates 

and necessitates both antisemitism and anti-Israeli/anti-Zionist sentiments. Instead of helping in 

distinguishing these groups, the effect the Israeli narrative has had on public discourse is to further 

conflate antisemitism, criticism of Israel, and what constitutes legitimate and scholarly standards. 

The institutions of Israel and its manifestation as a product of Zionist philosophy, and their 

functioning play a crucial element in why defenders of Israel adhere to a notion of Uniqueness. It 

goes well beyond simple patriotism or national advocacy. In fact, I will argue that Israel's state 

model, in theory and in practice, is perhaps the most important functional reason why Jews as a 

whole, Israel, and Zionism are routinely confused by antisemites and advocates of Israel alike. 

Israel's efforts to equivocate itself with Jewishness is not just a consequence of ideological Zionsim,

it is also a source of gentile antisemitic attitudes. The very reason for Israel's existence is the 

eventual absorbtion of all Jews into the state197. Many defenders of Israel's image will in defence 

point to its record of liberal state building and democracy198. The standard of living for Israelis 

regardless of ethnicity is much better than those of surrounding countries199. It is a functioning 

democracy with a free press, and gives full and equal rights to Palestinians with Israeli citizenship. 

But these arguments miss or obscure the fundamental point critics raise. Unlike all other states in 

the world, Israel is not entirely a geographic entity defined by a constitution and geographic 

definitions. Instead, it is a state based primarily on ethno-religiosity. Any religiously practicing Jew 

197 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), pages 206-207
198 Deshowitz in The Case for Israel uses this argument to dismiss Edward Said: «Said also suggests that the 
alternative to Israel would be a “genuine democracy,” without acknowledging that no Arab or Islamic state, including 
the Palestinian authority, comes close to being as democratic as Israel. Although Israel is by far the least theocratic 
and most democratic state in the Middle East— both by law and by practice—Said singles out Israel for condemnation, 
as if it were the only state in the region to elevate one religion over another.» -Dershowitz, Alan: The Case for Israel 
(2003, John Wiley & Sons), page 72
199 Efraim Karsh's argument is twofold: Palestinian-Arab standard of living is higher than that of Arabs in any 
neighbouring country, and polling data shows that Palestinian-Israelis would prefer to remain Israeli citizens rather than 
become Palestinian citizens in a future hypothetical Palestinian state. Karsh, Efraim: The War Against The Jews, Israel 
Affairs, 1 July 2012, vol. 18, No. 3
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or 'ethnic' Jew by descent is automatically entitled to Israeli citizenship200. As Patrick Wolfe points 

out, native assimilation is impossible, because Palestinians are a priori not part of the ethnically 

exclusive community201.

The legal documents that function as Israel's prerequisite foundation are the Declaration of 

Establishment of State of Israel (14 May 1948)202. This resolution defines Israel as a product of the 

Jewish people, not the inhabitants of Palestine. The other document is United Nations General 

Assembly Resolution 181, the non-binding resolution that split Mandate Palestine into Jewish and 

Arab halves203. On top of being non-binding, Israel extended well beyond the Partition already in 

the first year of its existence. Not even the Palestinians seriously demand a return to 1948 borders 

any longer. But most crucially, Israel has no written constitution. Instead, Israel has enacted a series 

of 'Basic Laws' intended to function as a Constitution204. But these laws are non-binding. They can 

be overidden by the Knesset at any time, and do not apply in the Occupied Territories. As 

Butenschøn points out, the Zionist conception of Israel is a Jewish nationality, which a priori rejects

Palestinians from having the right to belong in the state. As such, Israel's granting of equal rights to 

its non-Jewish minorities is a leisure afforded on the condition of Jewish supremacy within that 

state205. When the Knesset can decide to rule ad-hoc with simple majorities, as this does not conflict 

with the founding ideology of the state, this effectively makes contemporary interpretations of 

200 Israel's legal basis for Aliyah (immigration to Israel) is legally based on the Israeli Nationality Law (1952) and The 
Law of Return (1950). From the latter's law's 2nd 1970 amendment (and currently legally valid) definition of Jewishness:
«The rights of a Jew under this Law and the rights of an Oleh under the Nationality Law, 5710 - 1950, as well as the 
rights of an Oleh under any other enactment, are also vested in a child and grandchild of a Jew, the spouse of a Jew, 
the spouse of a child of a Jew and the spouse of a grandchild of a Jew, except for a person who has been a Jew and has 
voluntarily changed his religion.» - The Jewish Agency: The Law of Return – http://www.jewishagency.org/first-
steps/program/5131, read 13/10/18
201 «The Law of Return commits the Jewish state to numerically unlimited but ethnically exclusive immigration, a 
factor that, formalities of citizenship notwithstanding, militates against the assimilation of gentile natives.» Wolfe, 
Patrick: Settler Colonialism and the elimination of the native, Journal of Genocide Research, December 2006, Vol.8 No.
4, page 401
202 In the Declaration, the Yishuv leaders vowed the State of Israel to represent World Jewry, not the then-current 
inhabitants of whatever geographical territory they would end up defining as «Eretz Israel». Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs: Declaration of Establishment of State of Israel – 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/foreignpolicy/peace/guide/pages/declaration%20of%20establishment%20of%20state%20of
%20israel.aspx, read 13/10/18
203 United Nations General Assembly – Resolution 181 text – 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/7F0AF2BD897689B785256C330061D253, read 13/10/18
204 From Israel's Basic Laws we get such gold nuggets such as this: «The law defines human freedom in Israel as being
the right to leave the country and enter it, as well as the right to privacy and intimacy, refrainment from searches 
relating to one's private property, body and possessions, and avoidance of violations of the privacy of one's speech, 
writings and notes. Violations of the dignity or freedom of man is permitted only in accordance with the law.» 
Translation: Human rights and human dignity only apply when Israel's Knesset feel they should. Knesset.gov  – Basic 
Laws – http://knesset.gov.il/description/eng/eng_mimshal_yesod.htm, read 13/10/18
205 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 245
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Zionism Israel's working constitution. It also makes Israel's commitment to liberal democratic 

values - at least in principle - arbitrary206. Effectively when it comes to legal rights, Israel has made 

up its adherence to democratic principles as it has gone along. As soon as a majority in the Knesset 

find these values unagreeable, a simple majority is all that is needed to change this adherence. 

As a final point it must be remembered that Israel's borders with respects to the West Bank are 

undefined207. It is governed by two legal systems: A military one for the Palestinians, a civilian legal

system for Israeli settlers208. While neighbouring states (with the exception of Syria) have signed 

peace treaties in exchange for geographical recognition, the West Bank remains an area where 

Israel's border defintions are ambiguous (with the exception of East Jerusalem, which is explicitly 

annexed)209. Israel's Supreme Court has acquiesced to the same standard: Zionist principles stand 

above the fundamental rights of non-Jews210. As a consequence, those that Israel deem unworthy of 

citizenship become perpetually stateless, as do all their descendents211. In 2018 Israel made this 

distinction formal with the Nation-State Law, which explicitly states that only Jews have the right to

self-determination in Israel212. Haaretz published an editorial calling the law «A Cornerstone of 

Apartheid»213. Israel's political right-wing is also firmly commited to expanding and eventually 

annexing the West Bank settlements214. It should not be so surprising that Israel has embarked on a 

program of Bantustanization and territorial maximalization since the collapse of the Peace Process. 

But Israel's path is in large part a logical consequence of Israel's guiding ideology. Adherence to this

ideology – unconscious, implicit or explicit – serves to strengthen or legitimize it. When Zionist 

narrative-identity along with Israeli-friendly Holocaust paradigms merge with advocacy for this 

ideology, they become indistinguishable.

206 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 263
207 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 208
208 The Association for Civil Rights in Israel: One Rule: Two Legal Systems: Israel's Regime of Laws in the West Bank,
Novembet 24 2014 – https://law.acri.org.il/en/2014/11/24/twosysreport/, read 14/10/18
209 Az Jaouni, Jumana: Undefined Borders: A New Concept In International Affairs, Palestine-Israel Journal Vol. 6. No.
2
210 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 264
211 Butenschøn, Nils. A. – Drømmen om Israel (2006 Universitetsforlaget), page 270
212 Reuters: Israel adopts divisive Jewish nation-state law, Maayan Lubell, July 19 2018 – 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-politics-law/israel-adopts-divisive-jewish-nation-state-law-idUSKBN1K901V,
read 13/10/18
213 Haaretz Editorial Board: A Cornerstone of Apartheid, May 8 2017 – https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/editorial/a-
cornerstone-of-apartheid-1.5469402, read 14/10/18
214 Haaretz: How Israeli Right-Wing Thinkers Envision the Annexation of the West Bank, Carolina Landsmann, August 
18 2018, - https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium.MAGAZINE-how-israeli-right-wing-thinkers-envision-the-
west-bank-s-annexation-1.6387108, read 10/13/18
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4.3 –  The real double standard: Israeli privilege

Aside from the muddied waters of the debate, there is a plethora of examples to show that not only 

is Israel not treated with bias or double standards, it is in fact treated with silk gloves and is 

ordained special moral dispensation above that of other countries. The special standards towards 

which Israel is held is a central paradigm in the arsenal of Israel's defenders. It is also a logic that by

its very nature is Exclusivist. At this point it may do well to sketch out the Israeli-American Special 

Relationship in some detail. Aside from Israel itself, the Israel Lobby in the United States is the 

most powerful entity that exerts political pressure. A wide variety of other organizations work on 

the poltical-cultural level to drive U.S. Policy in a prot-Israeli direction. This coalition includes, but 

is not limited to, AIPAC, the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Organization. It also includes an 

enormous number of Christian Evangelicals – far more than Jews - who view Israel and the Jewish 

State as a fulfillment of biblical prophecy. Ironically, the Evangelical support for Israel amongst 

Americans is stronger and more uniform than the Jewish-American support. According to Pew 

Research, Evangelical Protestants make up 25% of the American population – and 79% of these 

support Israel215. That would mean more than 50 million Christian supporters of Israel in the United 

States alone, vastly outnumbering the Jewish third who make up dedicated adherents to Israel. The 

Israel Lobby is therefore a vast and diverse coalition of voices. It cannot therefore be called 

'Zionist'. I will here defer to John Mearsheimer's definition: «[a] loose coalition of individuals and 

organizations who actively work to shape U.S. foreign policy in a pro-Israel direction»216. This 

Lobby's culmulative effort has been extremely influential in shaping policy, to the point where the 

U.S. will back Israeli policy goals that are detrimental to the U.S. interest. The examples he gives 

are the Lobby's successful efforts in antagonizing the U.S. towards Syria, Iran and Iraq, pushed on 

by Israeli lobbyists217. In short: There is tremendous political pressure and incentive to promote the 

215 Levels of Evangelical support for Israel: Pew Research Center: Republicans and Democrats Grow Even Further 
Apart in Views of Israel, Netanyahu, 23 January 2018 – http://www.people-press.org/2018/01/23/republicans-and-
democrats-grow-even-further-apart-in-views-of-israel-palestinians/, read 20/10/18. On the proportion of U.S. Christians
who are Protestant Evangelicals: Pew Research Center: 5 facts about U.S. Evangelical Protestants, Gregory A. Smith &
David Masci, 1 March 2018 – http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/03/01/5-facts-about-u-s-evangelical-
protestants/, read 20/10/18
216 "We use “the Lobbyʺ as a convenient short‐hand term for the loose coalition of individuals and organizations who 
actively work to shape U.S. foreign policy in a pro‐Israel direction. Our use of this term is not meant to suggest that 
ʺthe Lobbyʺ is a unified movement with a central leadership, or that individuals within it do not disagree on certain 
issues.» Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review 
of Books Vol. 28, No. 6, pages 2, 14
217 Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review of 
Books Vol. 28, No. 6, pages 38, 42
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Israeli – and by extention Zionist – line. While antisemitism may be true for certain individual 

critics of Israel, it doesn't qualify as a general phenomenon, let alone critique. A 1998 study by 

Mark Weller at Cambridge that compared Israel to other conflicts such as Kosovo and Rwanda 

found that Israel enjoys «virtual immunity» from enforcement measures and international 

pressure218. Israel's culpability in war crimes and crimes against humanity is also repeatedly 

proveable fact, especially in regards to Gaza and the West Bank. The highest judicial body in the 

world, the International Criminal Court, submitted a legal opinion on the Iron Wall, or Separation 

Barrier built in the Israel-Occupied West Bank. The report was presented in July 2004. In a 14-1 

vote, the body voted that the wall was illegal, and Israel was in violation of the Fourth Geneva 

Conventions, UN Security Council Resolution 242, as well as numerous other international 

laws219220. 

Gaza has been the victim of numerous Israeli 'retaliatory' strikes over the past decade and a half, 

ever since Israeli disengagement in 2005. The width and scope of Israel's recent crimes in Gaza are 

far beyond the scope of this paper. Some anecdotal examples will therefore be given. For starters, 

the so-called Goldstone Report paints a typical and representative picture. Published on September 

15 2009, the report found Israel guilty of War Crimes: Deliberate targeting of civilians, the use of 

White Phosphorous and of human shields by Israeli soldiers221. The UN Fact Finding mission 

reminded Israel that obliging the Fourth Geneva Conventions, and not shooting fleeing civilians in 

the back constituted «Norms of customary international law»222. Since operation Cast Lead in 2009,

the Israelis have killed 2,878 Gazans, whereas the Gazans have only inflicted 50 casualties on the 

Israelis – 45 of them soldiers223. That is a rate of 58 to one. Not counting the countless who have 

been mained and wounded – or the material damage and almost total blockade in Gaza which 

218 Finkelstein, Norman: Beyond Chutzpah: On the Miuse of Anti-Semitism and the Abuse of History (2005, London), 
page 64
219 Finkelstein, Norman: Beyond Chutzpah: On the Miuse of Anti-Semitism and the Abuse of History (2005, London), 
London, pages 200, 204-205
220 UN News, 9 July 2004: International Court of Justice finds Israeli barrier in Palestinian territory illegal – 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2004/07/108912-international-court-justice-finds-israeli-barrier-palestinian-territory-illegal,
read 10/10/18
221 The full text of the Goldstone Report can be accessed here – https://archive.org/stream/TheGoldstoneReport-
ReportOfTheUnitedNationsFactFindingMissionOnThe/GoldstoneReport_djvu.txt, read 10/10/18
222 United Nations General Assembly Human Rights Council: Human Rights in Palestine and Other Occupied Arab 
Territories: Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict – 
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/12session/A-HRC-12-48.pdf, read 10/10/18. Legal Findings: 
page 122, deliberate targeting of civilians pages 704-885, use of white phospherous pages 887-901, human shields used 
by Israeli soldiers pages 1032-1106
223 B'tselem: Fatalities since Operation Cast Lead – https://www.btselem.org/statistics/fatalities/after-cast-lead/by-
date-of-event, read 10/10/18
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according to the UN makes it «Uninhabitable» by 2020224. Suffice it to say, for its routine violations

of international law in Gaza, Israel is enjoying virtual immunity to international pressure and 

criticism. No blacklisting, sanctioning, freezing of assets, or other routine actions taken against 

rogue regimes, as was the case with South Africa, the former Rhodesia, and Gadaffi's Libya just to 

name a few. On the contrary, Israel enjoys completely normal relations with the European countries,

and a Special Relationship with the United States, which gives Israel unconditional aid to the tune 

of 3 billion US Dollars a year. Israel also has enjoyed complete access to international arms markets

and deploys the weapons it acquires there at its leisure. 

Israel's double standard of favouritism is not just limited to routine acts of barbarism, but basic 

norms of diplomacy. Being the stronger power, Israel has always held a position of unilateral 

negotiations with its Arab neighbours to strenghten Israel's relative hand against theirs during peace 

negotiations. It has also adhered to a land for peace doctrine which lead to eventual peace and 

recognition from Jordan and Egypt. But Israel has unilaterally annexed the Golan Heights from 

Syria and East Jerusalem from the West Bank, and de facto annexed all of its settlement blocs. This 

makes any future peace on Israeli terms a moot point, short of a full withdrawal. Repeatedly the 

victims of Israeli aggression, as well as the rest of the world, have called on Israel to adhere to the 

internationally held consensus: That a Palestinian state should be allowed to exist in the West Bank 

and Gaza, and Israel unconditionally and unilaterally withdraw to pre-1967 borders. Israel's 

settlements and annexations are routinely condemned by virtually the whole world. On the other 

side stand Israel, the United States, and a half-dozen sattelite states. In fact, U.S. policy making has 

for over a century been strongly dedicated to the adherence Israeli interests. Policy on 

Israel/Palestine in the United States is shaped almost entirely on a Zionist frame of reference225. In 

2016 the Security Council voted 14-0 - the United States abstained - that Israel's settlements 

«Constitute [a] flagrant violation of International Law»226.

224 UN News: Gaza could become uninhabitable in less than five years due to ongoing ‘de-development’, 1 September 
2015 – https://news.un.org/en/story/2015/09/507762-gaza-could-become-uninhabitable-less-five-years-due-ongoing-de-
development-un, read 10/10/18
225 Kathleen Christinson emphasises this point over and over in her work. The influence and frame of reference that 
Zionist lobbyists and policy makers have fostered around the U.S. Political elite runs long and deep. «I'm Talking about 
every policy maker in every administration (her emphasis) since the Zionist enterprise began promoting itself in the 
United States around World War 1.» Christinson, Kathleen: "The U.S.-Israeli Partnership and the Impact on Palestine" 
at St. Mark's Cathedral in Seattle, Washington,  February 19, 2010 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=i4zj5VukBDA&t=1779, timestamped link, read 11/10/18
226 United Nations: Meetings Coverage: Security Council > 7853rd Meeting, 23 December 2016: Israel’s Settlements 
Have No Legal Validity, Constitute Flagrant Violation of International Law, Security Council Reaffirms – 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm, read 10/10/18
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For the past 30 years, the UN General Assembly has voted to end the conflict along the lines of 

Security Council Resolution 242. And the pattern is always the same: More than a hundred votes in 

favour of the resolution, a dozen or so abstentions, versus Israel and the United states along with a 

few peripheral vassals. In 1989 the votes in the General Assembly were 151-3. In 2004 it was 160-

6227. It's the whole world on one side, seeking a resolution based on conforming to international law 

and the creation of a Palestinian state on the West Bank and in Gaza, versus the U.S. and Israel. In 

fact, Israel is the single most frequent violator of UN resolutions, whether one is to count Security 

Council Resolutions, or General Assembly Resolutions228. And it is the country most frequently 

protected by a Security Council Veto from having actions taken against her. That veto has been 

provided by the United States at least 32 times since the Yom Kippur War229230. According to 

University of San Francisco professor Steven Zunes, Israel leads the world in violating UN Security

Council Resolutions231. With all this in mind, it's ridiculous to seriously argue that Israel is treated or

even criticized more harshly than other countries. 

On par with from Likud's claim to righteous rule over Eretz Israel and Israel's eternal and undivided

capital, is Israelis' need for security against terrorism or external attack. Defenders of Israel argue 

that Israeli self-defence may justify transgressions for the sake of the very preservation of the 

Jewish state, but this line of reasoning is equally hollow. Consider the military might of Israel: It 

has a conscript army of 600,000 soldiers, with thousands of tanks, hundreds of the most modern 

aircraft, and receives 3.8 billion Dollars annually in aid from the United States alone232. In addition, 

Israel co-develops key technology with the United States, and were first in line to test state-of-the-

art weaponry such as F-16 jets or Blackhawk helicopters233. Most noticably, Israel is the only state 

227 Finkelstein, Norman: Beyond Chutzpah: On the Miuse of Anti-Semitism and the Abuse of History (2005, London) 
page 6
228 Foreign Policy Journal: Rogue State: Israeli Violations of U.N. Security Council Resolutions, Jeremy R. Hammond,
January 27 2010 – https://www.foreignpolicyjournal.com/2010/01/27/rogue-state-israeli-violations-of-u-n-security-
council-resolutions/, read 10/10/18
229 Middle East Eye: The 43 times US has used veto power against UN resolutions on Israel, Editorial staff, 19 
December 2017 – https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/42-times-us-has-used-its-veto-power-against-un-resolutions-
israel-942194703, read 10/10/18
230 Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review of 
Books Vol. 28, No. 6, page 3
231Haaretz: Study: Israel Leads in Ignoring Security Council Resolutions, Shlomo Shamir, October 10 2002 – 
https://www.haaretz.com/1.5127043, read 12/10/18
232 Aid to Israel has a long history. Under the current Trump Administration, the U.S. Is poised to give $38 Billion to 
Israel over 10 years. Haaretz – Senate Passes Bill to Enshrine $38-billion Military Aid Package to Israel Into Law, 3 
August 2018 – https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/senate-passes-bill-to-enshrine-military-aid-package-to-israel-into-law-
1.6340748, read 10/10/18
233 Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review of 
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in the region with nuclear weapons. Weapons that Israel aquired and developed secretly, against the 

wishes of the wider world, partially based on stolen technology. The Federation of American 

Scientists estimates that Israel has between 60 and 300 nuclear warheads, which can be delivered 

via ballistic nuclear missile submarines234. If Israel so desired, they could destroy the population 

centres of the entire Arab Middle East in an afternoon in a Nuclear Holocaust dozens of times more 

devastating than the Nazi Holocaust ever was. Yet Israel's Prime Minister, Benyamin Netanyahu, 

consistently urges the world to rally against Iran potentiality aquiring a single nuclear weapon235. 

Ironically it is Iran that has made an outspoken commitment – however sincere that might be - to 

never attempt to aquire nuclear weapons, with or without any formal agreement. Iran has also 

signed the 1970 Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, which Israel has not236. On the contrary; Israel 

sentenced Mordechai Vanunu, a nuclear scientist who revealed details of the Israeli Nuclear 

Program to the press in 1986, to be guilty of Treason. He was sentenced to 18 years imprisonment 

in 1988237. Israel has also attacked Iranian targets in Syria during the brutal civil war in the country; 

and has openly flirted with attacking Iranian nuclear sites unilaterally238. One may easily imagine 

what the American, let alone Israeli reaction would have been if the reverse situation should 

happen. Regardless of which aspect one looks at – Routine violations of international law, unilateral

annexations, weapons of mass destruction, or the record of commitments to international law – 

Israel more resembles a rogue state than a liberal, Western democracy dedicated to the ideals of the 

United Nations Charter. Holocaust Historian Arno Meyer laments Israel's moral descent. In stark 

terms he describes the Israeli Zeitgeist:

Israeli Jews see and represent themselves as a chosen people and part of a 

superior Western civilization. They consider themselves more cerebral, reasonable, 

moral, and dynamic than Arabs and Muslims generally, and Palestinians in

Books Vol. 28, No. 6, page 2
234 Federation of American Scientists – Nuclear Weapons – Israel – https://fas.org/nuke/guide/israel/nuke/, read 
10/10/18
235 Netanyahu has warned about Iran's «imminent» capacity to produce a nuclear weapon routinely to the Knesset, 
international press, United Nations, and so forth, since at least 1992, when Iran was «3 to 5 years» from aquiring a 
nuclear device. The New York Times: Cohen, Roger: Netanyahu's Iran Blunder, September 24 2012 – 
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/25/opinion/roger-cohen-Netanyahus-Iran-Blunders.html, read 10/10/18
236 U.S. Department of State: Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty – https://www.state.gov/t/isn/npt/, read 10/10/18
237 The New York Times: Israeli Who Revealed Nuclear Secrets Is Freed, Greg Myre, April 21 2004 – 
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/04/21/international/middleeast/israeli-who-revealed-nuclear-secrets-is-freed.html, read 
10/10/18
238 The Jerusalem Post: Official: Israel Capable of Unilateral Strike on Iran, If US Not Committed, August 6 2013, 
Jpost.com staff – https://www.jpost.com/Iranian-Threat/News/Official-Israel-capable-of-unilateral-strike-on-Iran-if-US-
not-committed-322182, read 10/10/18
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particular. At the same time they feel themselves to be the ultimate incarnation of 

the Jewish people’s unique suffering through the ages, still subject to constant 

insecurity and defenselessness in the face of ever-threatening extreme and 

unmerited punishment239.

To suggest condemnations of Israel or its policies are rooted in double standards is simply not 

credible as a general critique against Israel's academic critics, or even its mainstream cultural 

critics. The same goes for the general accusation of antisemitism. Since nobody can be a mind-

reader, it can be hard to tell which individuals harbor secret Jew-hatred, or exhibit it covertly. There 

is no suggestion that the postmodernist or post-Zionist critique made of Israel, either in substance or

detail, has anything to do with Jews or Jewishness. These examples illustrate how Israel in all 

substantive ways is treated much more generously than other nations in its place, not less so. Any 

charge of a general antisemitism as the cause for Israel getting so much attention over its violations 

of international law, is completely unfounded. On the contrary, Israel gets noticed so much attention

precisely because it is a routine violator. Given its nuclear arsenal, Israel is also potentially very 

dangerous. All of this of course, in the Israeli-friendly mind, is at least partially justified by the 

Holocaust. Israel and Jewish security needs trump every other concern – partially owing to 

internalized paradigms which case the Holocaust, and by extention Jews and israel, as unique.

4.5 –  Holocaust Uniqueness

Israeli-friendly historians have long argued that the logical end result of antisemitism can only be 

genocide240. It is a basic credence of Yad Vashem-approved Holocaust education in Israel. By taking

a look the evolution of Israeli education about the Holocaust, we can see how Daniel Navon's 

maxim of «[A] Holocaust-laden narrative of axiomatic victimhood that condemns Jews, and ipso 

facto Israelis, to perennial emnity» is a deeply embedded paradigm of Holocaust memory, as well 

as its framing within history241. Here I will identify how this Uniqueness doctrine has been applied 

not just epistemologically, but also forms a substantial school of thought within Academia. First we 

239 Counterpunch Magazine: The Wages of Hubris and Vengeance, Arno J. Mayer, June 4 2009 – 
https://www.counterpunch.org/2009/06/04/the-wages-of-hubris-and-vengeance/, read 18/10/18
240 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 178
241 Navon, Daniel: "We are a people, one people": How 1967 Transformed Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity in 
Israel and the US, Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 28 No. 3, September 2015, page 343
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will look at Holocaust Uniqueness in Israeli education. Then its influence on the views of renowned

academics, in particular Daniel Goldhagen and Deborah Lipstadt. Goldhagen's book holds the view 

that the Holocaust was a singular event, beyond moral or logical understanding, which can only find

true expression in elevating it above all other historical events. Doing anything less than holding the

Holocaust as the ultimate incarnation of the ultimate evil is tantamount to shaming the victims and 

the survivors. To support this view, eternal antisemitism and inevitability became integral 

components of the Israeli narrative, and as a result, their identity.

Up until the Eichmann Trial, ghetto fighters were the only substantial reference to the Holocaust in 

Israeli textbooks, in line with the era's focus on heroic resistance. At that time Israeli schools were 

only required to teach about the Holocaust and related topics in two lessions in the 8th grade – and 

they were not tested in the subject on their exams242. This would rapidly change. By 1963 it was 

compulsory by law to learn about the Holocaust in Israeli schools. By 1980, Israel passed an 

«Awareness of the Holocaust and its Heroes» law to emphasise the topics in education. Today, the 

Holocaust is taught more than any other topic, and ever younger children. Yad Vashem and the 

Israeli government decided in 2014 to start teaching the Holocaust to kindergarden children243. The 

message is one of uncalculable suffering and evil, of one where the Jews have the whole world 

against them. Since the 1990's a curious detail is that Holocaust memory is dominated by voluntary 

memories, whereas earlier periods were dominated by involuntary ones. This means that Israeli 

education's portrayal of memory is deliberately hand-picked, not so much dominated by trauma or 

reimaginings. The notion of unique Jewish suffering, persecution, and attempted extermination has 

albeit helped unify Israel. Sephardi Jews with little ancestral connection to the Holocaust have thus 

been brought into the fold. 77% of Israeli students and 96% of teachers considered the Holocaust a 

base constituent of their world view by 2009. There was no notable distinction between Azkenazi of

Sephardi Jews244. Beyond being ever more closely ingrained with Israeli identity, Holocaust 

Uniqueness is well represented in the English-language academia as well.

In fact, Yad Vashem's approved method of teaching the Holocaust has been internationally 

242 Blutinger, Jeffrey C.: Yad Vashem and the State of Holocaust Education in Israeli Schools in the 1960's, Jewish 
Social Studies: History, Culture Society, October 2015, Vol. 21 No. 1
243 The Jerusalem Post: New Holocaust Education Program in Israel to Start in Kindergarden, Lidar Gravé-Lazi, 24 
April 2014 – https://www.jpost.com/National-News/New-Holocaust-education-program-in-Israel-to-start-in-
kindergarten-350335, read 16/10/18
244 Gross, Zehavit: Between Involuntary and Voluntary Memories: A Case Study of Holocaust (2015), part of As the 
Witnesses Fall Silent: 21st Century Holocaust Education in Curriculuim, Policy and Practice (2015), pages 111-135
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sanctioned and accepted by the Israeli Ministry of Education. Their guidelines also form the basis 

for international Holocaust education through the International School for Holcaust Studies, which 

has 60 member countries. From their guidelines on teaching this material, some very interesting 

observations can be made. «Neither students nor teachers have the capability to grasp the 

magnitude of suffering the Jews in the Holocaust endured [...] Educators must acknowledge that 

ultimately our understanding is limted. [...] The acts of the Nazis exemplify in many ways the 

ultimate evil. [...] There is no doubt that what happened in the Holocaust was indeed an event of 

unique extremity». The teachers themselves seem aware of these dogmas. For they also advise that 

«Teachers in Israel often have to challenge their students to rethink what they know». Holocaust 

education to the young is not neglected. Teachers are advised to use what is called a 'Spiral 

Approach'. «It is important to rememember that while at elementary school, childrens' thinking is 

typically concrete in nature, it changes and develops towards middle-school age [...] In middle-

school, as children grow and develop, so does their capacity for abstract thought.» In spite of this, 

it is recommended to teach the Holocaust avidly to the younger: «If one waits for a child to be 

exposed to the complex subject of the Holocaust until middle school age – a time when children 

complete their acquisition of the «building blocks» of their moral world, and are already at the 

stage of abstracting and examining those morals – such expose could cause a severe conflict 

between the child has already learned about ethics and what he/she learns about the Holocaust.» 

Educators are recommended to start early with small children by «using materials that are tailored 

to their ability and development cognitively and emotionally». However, educators are warned 

about the dangers about getting to eager in Holocaust education: «Role-playing may cause anxiety 

and guilt feelings for student [...] this creates trauma for the student in the process of learning 

about the Holocaust and impedes learning rather than foster it»245. Holocaust Education in 

compliance with Yad Vashem and Israeli-approved methods construct the Holocaust around these 

central dogmas to make it unique: Incomperehensible immorality, the epitome of evil, and a 

persistence of eternal threats and vigilance.

Lucy Dawidowicz was an early implicit defender of Holocaust Uniqueness. She emphasises that 

Israel has itself become an expression of Jewish identity. Hence, when Israel shows power and 

prestige, Jews can feel a sense of pride246. This is consistent with Novick and Finkelstein's findings, 

245 Above citations on Holocaust teaching in Israel from Kaminka, Eyal: Teaching about the Holocaust in Israel: a 
Pedagogical Approach Adopted by the Israeli Ministry of Education, Contemporary Review of the Middle East, 
September 2016, Vol. 3 No. 3, pages 237-249
246 Butenschøn, Nils A.: Drømmen om Israel, (2006 Universitetsforlaget), pages 250-251
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who note that Jewish pride exploded after Israel's stunning military victory in 1967247. Like with 

many others, Davidowicz's conversion to Israel seems to have happened then248. In the 1960s, 

Armenians were making complaints about their pity thunder being stolen. They argued that if the 

Holocaust was 'unique' then by implication, mere genocide would be 'ordinary'. Lucy Dawidowicz 

argued that the Turks had a «rational reason» for their genocide, whereas the Germans did not249. If 

this is axiomatically considered true, it has some intriguing implications. Since the Holocaust is the 

sole universal guarantor of common Jewish identity, Holocaust Uniqueness would entail Jewish 

Uniqueness250. Stephen Katz is another proponent of Holocaust Uniqueness. He argues Uniqueness 

on the basis of Nazi intent of total extermination. Other genocides throughout history, he argues, 

were not carried out by bureaucratized industrial states, nor had any organized any extermination 

program on the scale of the Shoah. Furthermore, the state ideology of ingrained antisemitism 

separated the Jews from the rest of the groups targeted by the Third Reich for extermination. A 

byproduct of Katz' thesis is that the Holocaust is positioned as the ultimate reference point for good 

and evil251. Both Novick and Finkelstein agree that Katz is consciously constructing an illogical 

framework252. Israeli scholar Tom Segev notes that the stirrings of the Uniqueness doctrine were 

laid at the Eichmann Trial, and it had a purpose: To bolster Jewish identity in conformity with 

Zionist ideals253. The witness testimonies at the trial outlaid a description of the Holocaust as 

'another planet'. A crime simply beyond human comprehension, of such magnitude that only 

qualified 'priests' of Holocaust 'theology' can articulate truth. 

Perhaps the most prolific 'priest' of this Holocaust Uniqueness doctrine is Elie Wiesel. He 

contributed greatly in elevevating the Holocaust to the status of religious mysticism254. Attempts to 

demystify or desanctify the Holocaust, argues Wiesel, is tantamount to hidden antisemitism255. A 

critical aspect of the Uniqueness doctrine is the unique history of Jewish persecution – owing both 

247 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), pages 8-11 
& Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), pages 148-151
248 «Lucy Dawidowicz, who worked for the American Jewish Committe, was also in later years a fervent supporter of 
Israel. In the 1950s she was a sharp critic of the new state.» Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 
Houghton Mifflin Company), New York, page 147
249 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 192
250 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 199
251 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 196-197
252 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 22
253 «the Uniqueness of the Holocaust was to add force to the separate identity to the Jews as a nation, in accordance 
with the Zionist ideology, which is the existential ideology of Israel.» Segev, Tom: Inargual lecture for the 28th annual 
Holocaust Memorial Week, 6 May 2014, Oregon State University. Timestamped link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dOV9BVlXEyk&t=2801, read 12/10/18
254 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 3
255 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 201
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to unique all-round hatred of Jews by Gentiles (Eternal Gentile Jew Hatred), and to Jews being 

«ontologically exceptional»256. Eternal Gentile antisemitism clearly serves Israeli/Zionist goals – it 

justifies the necessity of a Jewish state, and serves to explain all hostility directed against it. Elie 

Weisel exemplifies another paradigm of Zionist narrative-identity: Historic antisemitism through 

millennia culminated in the Holocaust. Therefore the Holocaust is unique in scale and scope, and it 

is a unique form of racism because it is irrational257. The shockwaves of this Uniqueness narrative 

are even felt in U.S. foreign policy. During wars of the former Yugoslavia, the question was 

seriously raised by senior Jewish U.S. Academics and policy makers: Was the ethnic cleansing in 

Bosnia another Holocaust, or merely a Genocide? Of course, the implication was that the former 

characterization justified U.S. intervention on the basis of 'never again', the latter gave the U.S. an 

'okay' reason to pass on armed intervention258. 

Perhaps the most prolific, and one of the more influential academic incantations of the Uniqueness 

Doctrine is Daniel Goldhagen's Hitler's Willing Executioners (1996). Goldhagen's thesis holds that 

antisemitism and Jew-hatred was so deeply held by European gentiles, and as a consequence most 

participants in carrying out the Holocaust were enthusiastic and willing participants owing to this 

deeply held antisemitism. According to Goldhagen, the Holocaust is unique because of four basic 

characteristics. 1) Ubiquitous German antisemitism, 2) the 'obsessive' quality of Nazi German 

antisemitism, 3) the scale of Jewish scapegoating for all the world's ills were beyond the pale, and 

4) the Nazi construction of «the Jew» as the ultimate evil259. «The perpetrators' anti-semitism, and 

hence their motivation to kill, was,[sic] furthermore not derived from some other non idea-national 

source. It is not an intervening variable, but an independent one. It is not reducible to any other 

factor260». In other words: Jew hatred was the primary instrumental reason for the Holocaust. The 

virtulent antisemitism and acceptance thereof by Germans of all stripes, Goldhagen holds, makes 

the Holocaust require a «[...] historically specific explanation.» The nature of German antisemitism,

he further says, «Substantiates the Sonderweg thesis: that Germany developed along a singular 

256 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 26
257 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 27
258 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), pages 251-255
259 Goldhagen, Daniel J.: The «Willing Executioners» / »Ordinary Men» Debate, April 8 1996, page 12 – 
https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/Publication_OP_1996-01.pdf, read 12/10/18 In the prefice to Hitler's Willing 
Executioners, Goldhagen wrote that «Germans' antisemitic beliefs about Jews were the central causal agent of the 
Holocaust. They were the central causal agent not only of Hitler's decision to annihilate European Jewry [...] but also 
of the perpetrators' willingness to kill and to brutalize Jews.» Goldhagen, Daniel J.: Hitler's Willing Executioners 
(1997, New York), page 9
260 Goldhagen, Daniel J.: Hitler's Willing Executioners (1997, New York), page 416
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path, setting it apart from other western countries. [...] The unmatched volume and vitriolic 

murderous substance of German antisemitic literature of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 

alone indicate that German antisemitism was sui generis261.» In other words: The Holocaust was 

historically unique. 

Since hundreds of thousands of Germans at all levels participated in the instrumental phase of the 

Holocaust, this must have been due to vitriolic and eternal antisemitism according to Goldhagen. By

proxy, antisemitism is prescribed to other European nationalities in great extent as well. Curiously, 

Judenrat are only mentioned once on page 295 in Goldhagen's 619 page tome, in an anecdote about

demands for forced labour262. While it's indisputable that fanatical antisemitism and the 

characteristics of Nazi ideology was a causal factor of the Holocaust, there is no single feature of 

the Holocaust which makes it categorically unique. As Novick and Finkelstein as well as numerous 

other have noted, this perhaps makes the Holocaust distinct, but not unique. Every historical event 

has distinct characteristics. But to suggest Uniqueness and thus elevate a historical event to beyond 

comprehension or comparitive analysis represents the antithesis of what any serious historian strives

to do. Little wonder that renowned Holocaust historians Raul Hilberg, Christopher Browning and 

Ian Kershaw dismissed Goldhagen's book. Hilberg called the book «worthless»263. 

Nevertheless, the paradigms of Holocaust Uniqueness does make its influence felt. Defenders (self-

appointed or otherwise) of Israel and Jews can themselves seemingly internalize and confuse these 

aspects. Deborah Lipstadt is a case in point. She characterizes Allied policy of not actively trying to 

save as many Jews as possible during World War 2 as «border[ing] on complicity» with the Nazis264.

In her book Denying the Holocaust, she characterizes any denial of the Holocaust's Uniqueness – or

any attempt to dissuade focus on the subject – as tantamount to «share[ing] some of the same 

objective[s]» as Holocaust deniers265. Novick and Finkelstein both agree that she is an implicit 

defender of Holocaust Uniqueness. In this sense she is a scholarly successor of Lucy 

Dawidowicz266. Lipstadt and Dawidowicz are widely considered deans of Holocaust history with 

261 Goldhagen, Daniel J.: Hitler's Willing Executioners (1997, New York), page 419
262 «Starting in December 1939, the Judenrat of Lublin each day had to supply 800 to 1000 workers [to Lublin's 
Lipowa labour camp], many of whom were killed craftsmen.» Goldhagen, Daniel J.: Hitler's Willing Executioners, New 
York, 1997, page 295
263 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 32
264 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 47
265 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 209
266 Novick, Peter: The Holocaust in American Life (1999 Houghton Mifflin Company), page 259
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very friendly attitudes to Israel. Both are by Finkelstein considered «Guardian[s] of Holocaust 

Faith»267. As a case in point, when describing the prelude to the Eichmann Trial, Lipstadt gives awe 

and praise to Ben Gurion's decision to put Eichmann on trial instead of «make[ing] him end up in 

some ditch»268. It would seem that according to Lipstadt, whenever Israel doesn't behave as the 

Nazis would have, shooting people in ditches and making them disappear, that is a sign of Israel's 

higher humanity and magnanimity. Most perculiarly, Lipstadt characterizes those who seek to draw 

attention to Allied war crimes such as the bombing of Dresden or the Atomic bombs dropped on 

Japan, are trying to «relativize» the Holocaust. According to Lipstadt those who engage in these 

«immoral equivalences» constitute the «vanguard of the deniers269.» In fact, Lipstadt places any 

attempt to portray Jews in any form as victimizers as being essentialy equivalent to Holocaust 

denial270. 

Perhaps Lipstadt is especially sensitive to what she calls Holocaust negation, but this more likely 

betrays a slip of tounge: If those that emphasize other crimes than the Holocaust during World War 

2 are 'relativizing' it, and that is borderline Holocaust denial and therefore 'evil', what would by 

implication the opposite (and therefore 'good') position be? 'Specializing' the Holocaust? In 

Lipstadt's own words: Yes. «The de-Judaization of the Holocaust, [...] is what I term softcore 

Holocaust denial271.» Once such moral terminology is fused with epistemology, laughable results 

may ensue. As Finkelstein notes:

«The most "insidious" forms of Holocaust denial, Lipstadt suggests, are «immoral 

equivalencies»: that is, denying the uniqueness of The Holocaust. This argument 

267 My personal correspondence with Finkelstein via e.mail I asked mr. Finkelstein if Lipstadt's views on the Holocaust
had anything to do with her views on Israel. His response: «In my opinion, No. Lipstadt is a Guardian of Holocaust 
Faith.  In other words, she's an ideological gatekeeper. [...] She plays the same role in Holocaust studies as Lucy 
Dawidowicz did in an earlier era.» See Appendix
268 Lipstadt, Deborah: The Eichmann Trial, public lecture Herman P. and Sophia Taubman Endowed Symposia in 
Jewish Studies, July 2011 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LZ9Gen6GHs&t=504, timestamped link, read 
12/10/18
269 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 47-48
270 «The central assertion for the deniers is that Jews are not victims but vict imizers. They "stole" billions in 
reparations, destroyed Germany's good name by spreading the "myth" of the Holocaust, and won international 
sympathy because of  what they claimed had been done to them.»  Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The 
Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), page 27
271 Lipstadt was responding specifically to Hope Hicks, Trump Administration spokesperson, who in commnts to the 
press inferred that other victims of the Holocaust ought to be included in Holocaust memory and commemoration. The 
Atlantic: The Trump Administration's Flirtation With Holocaust Denial, Deborah Lipstadt, January 30 2017 – 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/01/the-trump-administrations-softcore-holocaust-denial/514974/, 
read 14/10/18

75

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/01/the-trump-administrations-softcore-holocaust-denial/514974/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LZ9Gen6GHs&t=504


HIS4090 Autumn 2018 Candidate 317

has intriguing implications. Daniel Goldhagen argues that Serbian actions in 

Kosovo «are, in their essence, different from those of Nazi Germany only in scale. 

That would make Goldhagen ''in essence'' a Holocaust denier. Indeed, across the 

political spectrum, Israeli commentators compared Serbia's actions in Kosovo with 

Israeli actions in 1948 against the Palestinians. By Goldhagen's reckoning, then, 

Israel committed a Holocaust. Not even Palestinians claim that anymore272.»

There is also a curious bridge between Holocaust Uniqueness and antisemitism as a function of 

Zionism. As Holocaust Uniqueness builds on a theory of inert Gentile antisemitism, it gives 

legitimacy to Zionists and antisemites alike: The consequence of this doctrine naturalizes Jew-

hatred, making it seem natural and normal. This, in turn, serves to distinguish Jews from the rest of 

humanity and foster genuine antisemitism273. It also helps forge an Israeli identity based in 

exclusivity and shared Jewishness. As such, Holocaust Uniqueness is entirely consistent and an 

ingrained frame of reference for official Israeli historiography. Ben Gurion noted the Holocaust as 

'unique' on the eve of the Eichmann Trial274. Uniqueness can also serve to deflect Israeli 

responsibility for its own crimes against Palestinians, and bolster the legitimacy of Zionist 

historicism. This can be extrapolated from Lipstadt's own words. Lipstadt maintains that there is a 

«confluence» between anti-Israeli, antisemitic and Holocaust denial forces275. In real life no such 

alliance exists. But rhetorically, it most certainly does. What does not seem evident to Lipstadt is 

that the reverse is true – or at least it can be true: The existence of a confluence between pro-Israeli,

judeophilic, and Holocaust propagandist voices. Unwittingly or not, Lipstadt's sensitivity to the 

subject helps fuel the exact same confluence she so painstakingly illustrates exists with antisemites 

in her book. Instead of adhering to antisemitism, she is adhering to Israeli-affirmative, and Zionist 

approved, paradigms of Holocaust historiography. Intended or not, this makes her a polemicist. In 

the end, it invalidates crucial points of the very crusade against abuse of history she is so well 

272 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 31
273 «[...] widespread is the opposite doctrine of an "eternal antisemitism" in which Jew hatred is a normal and natural 
reaction to which history gives only more or less opportunity. Outbursts need no special explanation because they are 
natural consequences of an eternal problem. That this doctrine was adopted by professional antisemites is a matter of 
course; it gives the best possible alibi for all horrors. If it is true that mankind has insisted on murdering Jews for more 
than two thousand years, then Jew-killing is a normal, and even human, occupation and Jew-hatred is justified beyond 
the need of argument.» Arendt, Hannah: Origins of Totalitarianism (7th Edition 1962), page 7
274 Ben-Gurion to Nahum Goldmann: «The Holocaust that  the Nazis wrecked on the Jewish people is not like other 
atrocities that the Nazis committed in the world, but a unique episode that has no equal, an attempt to totally destroy 
the Jewish people[.]» Segev, Tom: The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (1993 New York), page 329
275 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 21

76



HIS4090 Autumn 2018 Candidate 317

known for. 

2.5 – post-Zionist Revisionism

Indeed, the sacredness of the Holocaust history has already enabled dubious practices. Documented 

in The Holocaust Industry, this book pertains to document how Swiss banks were defrauded by 

Israeli law firms, falsifying evidence of the banks in questions colluding with Nazi Germany in 

expropriating stolen Jewish wealth – going as far as fabricating fake Holocaust survivors that were 

supposedly defrauded. Edward Said has also noted the exploitative nature of the claims levied 

against the Swiss Banks276. Making billions of this alleged scam, Finkelstein seeks to highlight how 

the epitome of evil and human suffering is being used by the Zionist movement for cynical and 

unethical purposes. The importance of The Holocaust Industry is that its thesis constitutes an attack 

on the way the Holocaust has been used by Israeli advocates, and directs his anger at them. This 

post-Zionist approach to Holocaust historiography challenges to upset the whole rhetorical apple 

cart as it has developed since 1948, not only because of its growing popularity, but also because it 

as a matter of course identifies Zionism as the political and idealistic enemy. This argument is 

inexorably tied to the political attitude of the author. «To me it's not complicated at all», Finkelstein 

writes in Beyond Chutzpah277. He maintains that there is almost universal scholarly consensus on 

the facts as they relate to the Israel-Palestine conflict. In his view, the challenge stems from Zionist 

historians and pro-Israeli outlets that attempt to deflect, distract and lay a 'smokescreen'. It can also 

hardly be surprising some call him a self-hating Jew, as he consistently gives credibilty to the 

charge of 'dual loyalty', that is, it is legitimate to suspect Jews of being super-loyal to Israel above 

that of their native country278. Indeed, this 'dual loyalty' charge has appeared amongst Left Orthodox

Jews with some frequency, though their view is marginal279. Aside from marginal and dispersed 

276 Said, Edward W.: The End of the Peace Process (2000 New York), pages 183-184
277 Finkelstein, Norman: Beyond Chutzpah: On the Miuse of Anti-Semitism and the Abuse of History (2005, London), 
page 2
278 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 20
279 Yaakov Shapiro is an American Orthodox Rabbi and is a good illustration of this Zionist-critical Orthodox view. He
says: «The Jewish people had nothing to do with the creation of this state. The Zionists did. The majority of religious 
Jews at the time did not want Israel to represent them at the state’s founding. Furthermore, back then, the Zionists 
themselves had an understanding not to claim that «Israel» represents world Jewry, as it would be dangerous to Jews 
worldwide. It casts them as dually loyal. They can never be fully loyal to their home country if they are also loyal to 
«Israel». They later went back on this understanding, of course.» True Torah Jews: Is Jerusalem the Capital of the 
Jewish People? Yaakov Shapiro, 4 August 2017 – https://www.natruna.eu/en/news/all/rabbi-yaakov-shapiro-is-
jerusalem-the-capital-of-t, read 18/10/18

77

https://www.natruna.eu/en/news/all/rabbi-yaakov-shapiro-is-jerusalem-the-capital-of-t
https://www.natruna.eu/en/news/all/rabbi-yaakov-shapiro-is-jerusalem-the-capital-of-t


HIS4090 Autumn 2018 Candidate 317

leftist voices one can look at the whole. Opinion polls indicate that American Jews, at least by 

absolute numbers, are amongst the most critical of Israeli policy and the complicity of the United 

States280. They are also over-represented in having generally liberal views. Not only this, but Jews 

have entrenched themselves as the new economic and cultural élite in the United States. They are 

the richest and best educated demographic in the country. Hence, Israeli-friendly American Jews 

constitute a kind of super-elite. 

In Israel the situation is quite different. Since 1977 the Israeli right-wing have been kingmakers in 

policy, and with the expansion of the settlement population to 600,000 as of 2017 and rising, this 

gives the ideological settlers an ever firmer grip over the Knesset281. But there is, and has always 

been, strong and solid opposition to state policy282. Both Liberal Israelis and Arabs have resisted the 

occupation of the West Bank and Gaza ever since they came into effect. But paralleling the 

hardening of Israeli politics and growing support for the status quo, public opinion has swung in the

Palestinians' favour in the rest of the world in the past 35 years. Indeed, Jews both in Israel and in 

the Diaspora are deeply divided over Israel and Zionism. Conflicting interpretations of Holocaust 

memory in Israeli history, a shrinking living memory of the Holocaust itself, a wave of revisionist 

academic writing, and winds of change in political sympathies have all contributed to changing how

the Holocaust is utilized the modern application of history. Amongst the Israeli-critical historians 

such as Finkelstein a common refrain is heard. Their view is that the Zionist settlement project in 

Palestine was a coerced mass immigration that lead to a democratic shift, and that Jewish settlers 

ought to be characterized as alien colonizers rather than a returning diaspora283. The Zionist lobby's 

enormous efforts to affect public opinion, and the undermining of any objective consideration of the

Palestine-question, plays a prominent part of this Israeli-critical narrative. 

It is maintained that the Zionist goal has always been conquest and expansion to the profit of Jews 

at others' expense, both before and after Israel's creation. Israeli security measures are most often 

280 Pew Research Center – Polling and Analysis -  A Portrait of Jewish Americans, 2013 – 
http://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/jewish-american-beliefs-attitudes-culture-survey/, read 4/5/17
281 European Union External Action (EEAS) – Six-month Report on Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem (January – June 2017) – https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-
homepage/37466/six-month-report-israeli-settlements-occupied-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem-january-june_en, 
read 10/5/17
282 Haaretz: Two-Thirds of Israelis Still Back Two-State Solution, J Street Poll Finds, 15. januar 2013, Judy Maltz – 
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.765146, read 4/5/17
283 Shlomo Sand, Professor Emeritus of Tel Aviv University's book The Invention of the Jewish People (2009) 
documents the various threads and ambiguities in how the «Jewish people» came to be defined. Sand, Shlomo: The 
Invention of the Jewish People (2009, translated by Yael Lotan, Verso Books), pages 256-272, 280-292
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interpreted beyond their explicitly stated security purpose, but exist to secure permanent and 

unrelinquishable Israel presence in the occupied areas, in line with historically stated Likud goals to

secure as much of Palestine as possible, with as few Palestinians as possible284. It is further argued 

that since its foundation, Israel has maintained an overwhelming military might, including a sizable 

nuclear arsenal, and therefore 'security' cannot be used as a reasonable argument. Historians like 

Edward Said have characterized Israel as an imperialist colonial state285. This view has been 

ubiquitous on the Arab side since the beginning286. In the 50 years since the Israeli occupation of the

disputed territories started, the Apartheid Analogy has become the most frequent basis for 

comparison, pitting the vanquished racist regime of South Africa against modern-day Israel's 

occupation as the comparative basis287. Indeed, the Zionist view of Jewry has a similar basis as the 

fanatical racist nationalism that culminated in Nazism. Especially right-wing Zionists don't 

principally disagree that Jews constitute their own religious and ethnic volk who cannot be 

assimilated, but centrally that they constitute the Chosen People as opposed to the most vile and 

degenerate. It's argued strongly by critical historians that Zionists always held a religious-

ideological conviction regarding military conquest and the establishment of Israel in its historic 

areas by force, which inherently makes the ideology hostile towards non-Jews living in the area. 

This logic to the Palestinian problem has been foreseen since Israel's creaton288. In principle, the 

settlements built by the modern Israeli state in 'Judea and Samaria' are simply a continuation of the 

unfinished Zionist project to establish a Jewish state in the whole of Eretz Israel. 

An interesting common theme amongst virtually all critical historians is that they maintain that the 

memory of the Holocaust is presently being abused by Israeli academics and politicians: It's being 

used to justify measures which Jews themselves were historically submitted to during their long 

history of persecutions. They maintain that the Holocaust has been used, partially as a means to 

cynical political purposes, partially invoked by fear and paranoia amongst Jews themselves. In other

284 Vladimir Ze'ev Jabotinsky – The Iron Wall, November 4, 1923 – Jewishvirtuallibrrary.org – 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-the-iron-wall-quot, read 11/05/18
285 Said, Edward W.: The Question of Palestine (1992, Vintage Books), pages 68-71
286 Central Intelligence Agency – CIA Historical Review Program Release In Full: Possible Developments in 
Palestine, 28 February, 1948, 3. Possible Developments, a. General Considerations. – 
https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000258375.pdf, read 11/5/18
287 Democracy Now, August 8, 2014: Noam Chomsky: Israel's Actions in Palestine are «Much Worse Than Apartheid»
in South Africa – https://www.democracynow.org/2014/8/8/noam_chomsky_what_israel_is_doing, read 11/5/18
288 In Israel there has always been voices arguing for expansion and annexation – though crucially, the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs were warned already March 31, 1948 by the JCS that the Israeli interest will be to use the United States to 
achieve «Maximum Jewish Objectives» - Foreign Policy Journal, April 2, 2010: Petraeus Wasn't the First, Mark Perry –
http://foreignpolicy.com/2010/04/02/petraeus-wasnt-the-first/, read 11/5/18

79

http://foreignpolicy.com/2010/04/02/petraeus-wasnt-the-first/
https://www.democracynow.org/2014/8/8/noam_chomsky_what_israel_is_doing
https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000258375.pdf
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-the-iron-wall-quot


HIS4090 Autumn 2018 Candidate 317

words; antisemitism and criticism of Israel are often purposefully confused by Israel's advocates as 

a means to shield it from criticism. The critical historians also tend to emphasize the actions of 

historical actors, even though they also frequently utilize post-modern cultural history, Palestinian 

oral history, and analogies to other ethnic conflicts such as Yugoslavia and Cyprus. Fundamentally 

their critique is rooted in contemporary understanding of Western morality and international law. 

The message tends to be self-critical, and is usually a plain attempt to challenge commonly held 

attitudes on the subject. What everyone can agree on is that Israeli influence, especially the United 

States, is profound. AIPAC is universally held as one of the strongest lobbying groups in 

Washington289. There is also few that dispute the Holocaust as a turning point in the creation of 

Israel, as the genocide provided the Zionist project with critical mass for fulfilling their state 

building project. The current, undisputed placement of the Holocaust in both sides' narrative is that 

of prominent importance, perhaps the most important cornerstone in its pre-history and self-identity.

Tragically the axiomatic relationships between Israel, Jewishness, Zionism and the Holocaust 

contribute to making academia surround the Israel/Palestine question worse than it already is.

3.0 – Scholars, Polemicists, Propagandists

3.1 - Benny Morris and 'Expulsions'

By looking at a cross-section of representative academics, their works, and the subsequent debate, I 

will illustrate the presence of the paradigms of Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives, and widespread

proliferation of Zionist narrative-identity. These paradigms – the conscious and unconscious 

perception of Israel as the heirs of the Holocaust, Jews as 'superior' to the Arabs and Palestinians, 

unique victimization at the hands of the wider world, and Zionist political dogmas, are all 

prominent. Here we will see how these paradigms stifle academic debate and make polemics 

indistinguishable from genuine scholarship. In fact, the ambigious nature of the debate's objectivity 

functions as a foot in the door for extremists and propagandists to muddy and pervert scholarship. 

As a case in point, take the question of ethnic cleansing and Benny Morris, the most important and 

well-known 'New Historian' in Israel. Until his breakthrough archival research in the late 80's, there 

289 Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review of 
Books Vol. 28, No. 6, page 18
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was a highly controversial and tense academic debate about exactly how the Palestinians became 

refugees in 1947-1948: Whether they fled of their own volition and at the behest of Arab 

commanders; or if Israeli terror, intimidation, and forced expulsions were responsible. After his 

close examination of primary source documents that were recently declassified, he more or less 

settled this question: Israel perpetuated a terror campaign aimed at expulsion. Since his findings, the

academic question of the origins of the Palestinian refugees became one of a premeditated ethnic 

cleansing, versus a spontaneous one. This initially turned Mr. Morris into a black sheep in Israel. He

argued, as had many before him, that Israel was born in sin. After the Second Intifada and the 

intervention of Ezer Weizman, Israel's President, who secured Morris a job at Be'er Sheva 

University in 1997 (and after Morris' had effectively been blacklisted by Israeli academic 

institutions), the demeanour of Mr. Morris changed. Most left-leaning academics at the time held 

Morris to firmly to be a post-Zionist290. Gradually from the 2000's, Morris became an ardant 

defender of Israel, re-casting the history of the conflict as one of Arab and Islamic hatred for Israel, 

falling more into line with the traditional Zionist historiography. In 2004 came more bombshells. 

Morris argued that the problem with Israel's inception was that the ethnic cleansing was not 

thorough enough. Referring to the 1947-1949 Israeli-Arab war, Morris stated: «There are 

circumstances in history that justify ethnic cleansing. [...] When the choice is between ethnic 

cleansing and genocide [...] I prefer ethnic cleansing.»291. He has stated Ben Gurion was correct in 

his asessment that there had to be an uprooting of Palestinians in order for a Jewish state to exist292. 

Any connection between the Zionist idea of Transfer and the expulsions carried out in Israels Plan 

Dalet, he suggests, originates in Arab propaganda293. The conflict is morally grey he maintains, and 

both sides carry significant blame for atrocities294. 

290 Post-Zionists generally argue that Zionism has fulfilled its historic role of giving a homeland to the Jews, safe from 
persecution and free to practice self-determination. Commonly they argue that Israel's exclusive laws for Jews such as 
the Right of Return and second-class status for non-Jews are unneccessary, or immoral.
291 Haaretz, January 10, 2004, interview with Benny Morris by Ari Shavit – Survival of the Fittest – 
https://www.haaretz.com/1.5262428, read 31/8/18
292 Haaretz, May 16, 2008 – Interview with Benny Morris by Ari Shavit. Morris states: «Ben-Gurion was right. If he 
had not done what he did, a state would not have come into being. That has to be clear. It is impossible to evade it. 
Without the uprooting of the Palestinians, a Jewish state would not have arisen here.» - 
https://web.archive.org/web/20080503234407/http://www.haaretz.com:80/hasen/pages/ShArt.jhtml?itemNo=380986, 
read 31/8/18
293 In the preface to his book The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Question, Morris writes «the evidence for pre-1948 
Zionist support for ‘Transfer’ really is unambiguous; but the connection between that support and what actually 
happened during the war is far more tenuous than Arab propagandists will allow.», Morris, Benny: Birth of the 
Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited (2004 Cambridge University Press) preface 2nd edition, page 6
294 Morris: «Both sides have blamed each other ever [since] 1948. But new documents show neither is entirely 
correct».The Guardian, January 14, 2004 – Benny Morris: For the Record – 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/jan/14/israel, read 31/8/18
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This seeming turnaround is baffling given Morris' owns findings. As Ari Shavit suggests in his 

interview with Morris: If Israelis carried out forced expulsions by using hit squads, spreading terror 

and going village to village, forcing the Arabs into flight, the scale of the actual massacres hardly 

matters. By definition, whether by a Zionist master plan or not, whether the expulsions were 

systematic or not, the actions Morris describe fit the dictionary definition of ethnic cleansing. In 

fact, much of Morris' post-conversion career has been about arguing against the implications of his 

own findings. The expulsions, Morris argued, were not the result of a policy of premeditated or 

planned ethnic cleansing, but a byproduct of military necessity. No documentary link could be 

established between Ben Gurion and the expulsions. Morris amplifies the local instances of Arab 

commanders urging flight. He has flatly stated that there was no ethnic cleansing of Palestine by 

Israel, in spite of his own published works and remarks295296. Morris has argued that Israel's historic 

actions of 'limited' expulsions have been principally motivated by self-defence, and that the Arabs 

and Palestinians bear responsibility both for the refugee situation, as well as the violence from 

Palestinian terrorists297. Furthermore, Morris has become a defender of Israel's foreign policy 

establishment. He has endorsed military strikes on suspected Iranian nuclear facilities, lamenting 

«lame duck» president Bush over his hesitancy to back such a move by Israel298. Morris has 

advocated stepping up military strikes against Hamas in an effort to deliver a «Killing Blow» to the 

organization299. Indeed, the insensitivity of Israeli society, in his view, stems in large part from Arab 

belligerence towards Israel300. 

Benny Morris' scholarly contributions, as well as his frequent voice in the public debate, have 

marked him the representative for the Affirmative (Israeli friendly) and Exclusive (the Holocaust 

295 Haaretz, July 29, 2017 – Benny Morris: Israel Had No 'Expulsion Policy' Against the Palestinians in 1948 - 
https://www.haaretz.com/life/books/.premium-israel-had-no-expulsion-policy-against-the-palestinians-in-1948-
1.5436863, read 31/8/18
296 Haaretz, October 10, 2016 – Benny Morris: Israel Conducted No Ethnic Cleansing in 1948 - 
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-israel-conducted-no-ethnic-cleansing-in-1948-1.5447785, read 31/8/18
297 On Russia Today's program Crosstalk, May 22, 2010, Mr. Morris articulated this view regarding the responsibilty 
and political feasibilty of the Palestinian refugee question from a personal (and Israeli) point of view – Russia Today: 
Crosstalk, May 22 2010 ft. Benny Morris: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTWxfdVHJWU&t=812, timestamped 
link, read 31/8/18
298 The New York Times, July 18, 2008 – Benny Morris: Using Bombs to Stave Off War – 
https://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/18/opinion/18morris.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=Benny%20Morris
%5C&st=cse&oref=slogin, read 31/8/18
299 Haaretz, July 30, 2014 – Benny Morris: We Must Defeat Hamas - Next Time - 
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-we-must-defeat-hamas-next-time-1.5257419, read 31/8/18
300 «[...] much that is bad about Israel today – insensitivity toward Palestinian suffering, declining school standards, 
even the growing power of religious parties – is, directly and indirectly a result of this [attempt to destroy Zionism] 
Arab belligerence.» The Guardian, 14 May 2009 – Benny Morris: A Relativist Muddle –  
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2009/may/14/israel-palestinians-peace-middle-east, read 31/8/18
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was a crime against Jews) schools of thought. However, in taking those stances conflict arises 

between his work and his words: In supporting what he views as Israel's right to exist, he has to 

either contradict his own scholarly work, or claim Jewish Exclusivity. That is, the ends justify the 

means in terms of preserving the Jewish state at the expense of the Palestinian refugees. In spite of 

shifting opinion, Benny Morris has retained admiration and a prominent position in Israeli society, 

and is probably the most cited academic on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. His apparent defection is

taken by ardent Israeli advocates as proof that the whole New Historiography is a hoax, a 

fabrication. Morris' own defection ought to be proof enough301. It's ironic that his post-fame career 

has been mostly dedicated to sugar coating the implications of his own work. For example, his 

claim that the expulsions of Palestinians had nothing to do with Israeli/Zionist policy, and were 

instead made with immediate military matters in mind, is itself doubtful given his own work. Ben 

Gurion spoke of war as an «opportunity» to carry out Transfer, as quoted by Morris himself302. 

Though Morris supports the two-state solution and considers himself a liberal, few of his peers 

would likely agree. 

There is also more concrete grounds to doubt Morris' assertion that the Palestinian expulsions had 

no root in Transfer. Most notably is Israel's consistent and continual policy post-1948 of denying the

Right of Return of Palestinian refugees; whether or not this is to Israel Proper or the West Bank303. 

The policy of permanently stopping the refugees from returning, on top of seizing their property 

were institutionalized by Israel almost immediately after its victory in 1948. As Morris himself 

writes, between 1949 and 1950, at least 30,000 Palestinians and Bedouins were expelled from Israel

by the IDF304. This was after the war of Independence had ended. Numerous laws were also passed 

by the Knesset at this time which could in no conceivable way be of immediate military 

justification. First was the Absentees Property Law (1950) with numerous amendments, which 

seized the land and property of the Palestinian refugees for Israel and its settlers305. Second is the 

Prevention of Infiltration Law (1954) – which effectively bans those same Palestinian refugees from

301 Beker, Avi - Exposing How post-Zionists Manipulate History – 
http://www.thinkisrael.org/beker.postzionistsmanipulatehistory.html, read 31/8/18
302 Morris, Benny: Righteous Victims: A History of the Israeli-Arab Conflict 1881-2001, page 142
303 In the immediate aftermath of 1948, the Israelis did offer to take back 100,000 Palestinian refugees under 
international calls for a solution. However, this is the key point – Israel is only willing to compromise under politcal 
pressure, and even then, offers only a partial solution that tremendously advantage Israel. Details about this offer in 
Waage, Hilde Henriksen: Konflikt og Stormaktspolitikk i Midtøsten (2013 Cappelen Damm), pages 143-147.
304 Morris, Benny: Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited (2004 Cambridge University Press), page 536
305 Knesset.gov – Absentees Property Law (1950) – https://knesset.gov.il/review/data/eng/law/kns1_property_eng.pdf, 
read 11/10/18

83

https://knesset.gov.il/review/data/eng/law/kns1_property_eng.pdf
http://www.thinkisrael.org/beker.postzionistsmanipulatehistory.html


HIS4090 Autumn 2018 Candidate 317

returning, under the guise that their claims to Palestinian nationality is «doubtful»306. Israel's denial 

of the Right of Return, or compensation, to Palestinian refugees persists to this day. It remains a 

matter of policy. There is also emerging evidence of several Deir Yassin-style massacres during 

these minor post-Independence expulsions. At Kafr Qasim, 48 Palestinians were executed by IDF 

soldiers on 29 October 1956. Issachar Shadmi, the highest ranking military commander in the sector

recently died aged 96307. Before his death, he made some remarkable claims which indicate a wider 

ongoing cleansing operation after Israeli victory in its War of Independence. Israeli Historian Adam 

Raz believes the killings were deliberate, part of a wider Israeli policy of continued expulsion308. 

To suggest then as Morris does, that the expulsions in 1947-1948 had exclusively to do with 

immediate military necessity, is to suggest that Israel has perpetually been in a state of permanent 

warfare since before its creation. This is evident in the fact that the laws defended by military 

necessity still directly affect Palestinian refugees. If this is what Morris means, it would 

approximate the rhetoric of Samuel Huntington's Clash of Civilizations – or even worse – a 

characteristic of Umberto Eco's Ur-Fascism, specifically that of Permanent Warfare309. Such a 

rationale also fits the Zionist paradigm that the whole world is always pitted against Israel and the 

Jews. One should always be cautious to guess the motivations or intents of any scholar, but I believe

this approach will reconcile the paradoxical nature of Benny Morris the academic and Benny Morris

the Israeli citizen. In any case, Morris' terminology betrays a scholar who is anything but objective 

in the way he presents his work. The most obvious rationale for Israel's consistent actions is that of 

ethnographic balance in favour of Jews coupled with territorial maximalization. To any serious 

academic, it should be self-evident from the historical record, including any attentive reader of 

Morris' own work, that Israel has never hesitated to apply Zionist philosophy as ethnic cleansing in 

practice.

306 Jewish Virtual Library: PREVENTION OF INFILTRATION (OFFENCES AND JURISDICTION) LAW
1954 (5714) – https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/1954law.pdf, read 11/10/18
307 Haaretz: Israeli Who Commanded Sector in Which Kafr Qasem Massacre Took Place Dies, Ofer Aderet, September
30 2018 – https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israeli-who-commanded-sector-in-which-kafr-qasem-
massacre-took-place-dies-1.6515277, read 11/10/18
308 Haaretz: General's Final Confession Links 1956 Massacre to Israel's Secret Plan to Expel Arabs, Ofer Aderet, 
October 13 2018 – https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium.MAGAZINE-general-s-confession-links-massacre-
to-israel-s-secret-plan-to-expel-arabs-1.6550421, read 11/10/18
309 Eco, Umberto: Ur-Fascism, The New York Review of Books, June 22, 1995 – 
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/1995/06/22/ur-fascism/, read 11/10/18
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3.2 – Ilan Pappé and Israeli Ethnic Cleansing

Of the same generation of the 'New Historians' was Ilan Pappé. Currently professor of history at the

University of Exeter in the UK, his academic career is a long tale of controversy, as well as 

significant academic research. Though in his case it can be hard to separate the two. His first book, 

Britain and the Arab-Israeli conflict, 1948-1951 (1988) (along with Avi Shlaim's Collusion Across 

the Jordan (1988  310  )) argued that the Zionists had collaborated with Jordan in carving up Mandatory

Palestine, thus conflicting with the standard Israeli view that the Arabs were in a coalition intended 

to destroy Israeli statehood. But his revisionist history The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine (2006) is 

perhaps his most important work, which directly opposes Morris' thesis of a spontanous ethnic 

cleansing. Using secondary sources and Palestinian historiography, Pappé asserts that the 

expulsions of Palestinians were a premeditated plan to expel as many Palestinians as possible, 

anchored in the Zionist concept of Transfer311. His body of evidence is the discussion on the Arab 

question by Zionist leadership themselves prior to Israeli statehood. And, most crucially, he shows a

pattern of Deir-Yassin style massacres and expulsions, almost invariably following in the Haganah's

and later IDF's path.

Pappé thus falls firmly into the post-Zionist camp. He is a supporter of the One State Solution, 

viewing Israel as a colonial-settler state312. His critique is clearly one of postcolonialism, even 

bordering on Marxist critique at times. He even ran for the Knesset as part of a far-leftist Coalition 

in the late 90's. Pappé supported an international boycott of Israeli academics to end the «Apartheid

regime»313. Pappé himself argues that it's virtually impossible to separate politics and history, 

thinking it «presumptious» to assume one can construct a neutral narrative in the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict314. He makes no secret that his work partially is directed against the Israeli narrative, 

especially his peers in Israeli academia. And unlike Benny Morris, Pappé's pursuit of this narrative 

310 Avi Shlaim, another prolific New Historian later wrote abook entitled The Iron Wall, where he argues that Israel 
with Ben Gurion at the helm in practice adopted Ze'ev Jabotinsky's doctrine of building a wall beteen Jews and Arabs 
(the book is itself a play on Jabotinsky's own 1923 essay). 
311 Pappé, Ilan: The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine (2007 Onworld), page 23-24
312 Al Jazeera: Ilan Pappé: Palestinian's don't Need the U.S. For their Statehood, interview by Ali Younes, 2 May 2018 
– https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/04/ilan-pappe-palestinians-don-statehood-180430115438783.html, read 
22/9/18
313 The Christian Science Monitor: British Boycotts riles Israeli academics, May 12 2005, Ben Lynfield – 
https://www.csmonitor.com/2005/0512/p06s01-wome.html, read 22/9/18
314 OpenDemocracy: Activism and political organising  in academia: a conversation with Ilan Pappé, 11 October 
2017, interview with Carol Que – https://www.opendemocracy.net/ilan-pappe-carol-que/activism-and-political-
organising-in-academia-conversation-with-ilan-pappe, read 22/8/18
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would be hazardous to his career.

While a lecturer of Middle Eastern History at Haifa University, an academic controvery should arise

directly related to his work, and it would last for 8 years. Pappé had become acquainted with a 

student named Teddy Katz, who wrote a Master's thesis on the cleansing of Tantura, an Arab village

between Tel Aviv and Haifa, where Katz argued more than 200 civilians had been massacred shortly

after its occupation by the Israeli Alexandroni Brigade on 21 May 1948315. Initially the thesis was 

warmly approved, receiving a 97% score by Haifa University316. Despite the former commander of 

the brigade having «no doubt» a massacre took place, veterans of the Alexandroni brigade sued 

Teddy Katz for libel in 2002317. With a 1 million Shekel lawsuit on his hands, Katz first reached out 

to the University for help, before Pappé took it upon himself to support Katz. As later documented 

in The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, Pappé argues there was plenty of evidence to assert that a 

massacre did take place. As the trial date approached, and under serious pressure (including death 

threats), Katz eventually recanted his thesis (he reaffirmed its findings of 'massacres' later, but the 

judge didn't allow a retraction on a retraction)318. The most interesting development was when the 

University of Haifa set up a special commission, which ended up voiding Katz' M.A, which 

previously had received top marks. The reason given was fraudulence because of misquotations. In 

spite of attempts to correct these errors, the University still turned down his thesis upon review. 

During these developments Pappé was busy writing articles on Katz' – and ultimately Pappés own - 

scholarly and ideological convictions' behalf. He was trying to rally academic support for Katz. As a

result, Pappé became increasingly isolated at the university. In 2002, Pappé was called in front of a 

disciplinary hearing, where the prosecution argued he had been guilty of «[...] unethical and 

immoral conduct»319. Many academics abroad (such as Avi Shlaim) wrote letters in support of 

Pappé's position320. The University dropped the case. Despite this, Segev claims to have 

encountered such a hostile atmosphere that he went to self-imposed exile to England, where he 

currently teaches at the University of Exeter321. 

315 Pappé, Ilan: The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine (2007 Onworld), page 133
316 Pappé, Ilan: Out of Frame: The Struggle for Academic Freedom in Israel, (2010), page 71-73
317 Pappé, Ilan: The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine (2007 Onworld), page 127
318 Pappé, Ilan: Out of Frame: The Struggle for Academic Freedom in Israel, (2010), page 74-75
319 Pappé, Ilan: Out of Frame: The Struggle for Academic Freedom in Israel, (2010), page 96
320 Although Shlaim wrote a letter in support of Pappé's right to tenure and vouched for the credibility of his 
scholarship, he did characterize Pappés support of the academic boycott of Israeli scholars as a «mistake». Haaretz – No
Peaceful Solution, dialogue with Avi Shlaim, Meron Rapoport, August 11 2005 – https://www.haaretz.com/1.4930601, 
read 22/9/18
321 University of Exeter: Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies: Professor Ilan Pappé – 
https://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/staff/pappe/, read 18/9/18
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Pappés detractors will claim that his dismissal at Haifa had nothing to do with freedom of speech. 

After all, it can be no secret that his work is narratively and politically motivated. This is also how 

his work has been interpreted by prominent historians on the matter. The importance of Pappé's 

work is not the findings themselves, but their efforts to challenge perceptions and the frame of 

reference. If Israel is responsible for the Nakba, then it follows that the whole Palestinian-Israeli 

conflict is principally Israel's responsibility as well. It is therefore perhaps little surprise that Pappé's

most savage critics in academia have been Benny Morris and Efraim Karsh. Morris refers to Pappé 

as «At best; one of the world's sloppiest historians; at worst, one of the most dishonest». To prove 

this, Morris points to translation errors and singular episodes that Pappé allegedly misrepresents 

across the breadth of his work. Morris alleges that Pappé has purposefully pushed his radicalism to 

become a martyr for the Nakba cause, and is therefore a polemicist, not a historian. As far as 

Tantura is concerned, there is no written evidence that a large-scale massacre took place, and oral 

testimonies are unreliable after 50 years, according to Morris322. He acknowledges that there is 

evidence of war crimes, but none of any massacre323. In short, Pappé is consciously or 

unconsciously lying about the historical record, according to Morris, in an effort to besmirch Israel. 

Efraim Karsh's counter-arguments are also fundamentally attacks on personal credibility. Pappé, he 

argues, is a fool and perhaps a fraudster. Karsh's conclusions are based almost exclusively on Israeli

and Western sources, because Arab archives are to this day closed. He is also regurgitating themes 

Arab and Palestinian scholars have argued before. Therefore, his findings lack balance, and are 

simply a repetition of what other anti-Israeli historians have been pushing ever since Israel's 

independence. Pappés work therefore does not constitute credible or original scholarship324.

By his authoritative fellow academics, Pappé is accused simultaneously of giving too much 

credence to Palestinian sources and oral history, while simultaneously using too little of it for 

balance. First, there is more than just oral testimony evidence to back Pappé's conclusions. As he 

documents in his book, Arab notables were noting the alleged massacre at Tartuna in their diaries 

only a few days after the event325. Second, there is no substantive counter-argument to Pappés 

322 Morris' definitive takedown of Pappé is an article in The New Republic, where he lists, in his mind, all the faults of 
Pappé's scholarship, most notably sources that have been mistranslated. The New Republic: Benny Morris: The Liar as 
Hero, March 17, 2011 – https://newrepublic.com/article/85344/ilan-pappe-sloppy-dishonest-historian, read 18/9/18
323 Haaretz: Survival of the Fittest, Ari Shavit, January 8 2004 – https://www.haaretz.com/1.5262454, read 18/9/18
324 For Karsh's scathing rebuke of the 'New Historians', see Karsh, Efraim: Rewriting Israel's History – Middle East 
Quarterly Vol. 3 No. 2
325 Pappé, Ilan: The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine (2007 Onworld), page 137
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overall claim of ethnic cleansing anchored in Zionist philosophy. Morris' and Karsh's rebukes are 

instead broadside attacks on Pappés credibility. Morris has a few examples of misrepresented 

sources in Pappé's works. Like with every author, there are identifiable errors. But to doubt Pappés 

overall findings by finding anecdotal errors in his work is certainly dubious. First of all, Israeli 

historians rarely doubt Israeli or Jewish oral testimony (such as the history of the Holocaust, which 

is largely based on witness and survivor testimony). Professor Yoav Gelber says that oral testimony 

from 50 years ago amounts to just gossip. Pappé retorts that: «Were oral testimony just `gossip,' it 

would be difficult to reconstruct the Jewish Holocaust in Europe.» As anyone familiar with the 

Holocaust should know, Pappés point here is hard to argue with. When it comes to Tantura and 

premeditated ethnic cleansing, Pappé has been backed by Avi Shlaim and Tom Segev in the validity 

of his overall findings326. Segev says the jury is still out on what actually occurred327. 

There is again a divergence of narratives based on the individual moral appraisal of the Jewish state,

regardless of what the facts show. The arguments shift instead to the proper frame of reference. 

Israel-affirmative historians line up on one side, the Israeli-critical historians on the other. Questions

of proper epistemology and the credibility of sources simply become means to beat about the bush 

and not address the elephant in the room: The appraisal of Israel and its historical legacy. Israel's 

moral image through the lense of liberal Western values is the topic that is actually discussed. Anita 

Shapira notes the following observations on the nature of the scholarly debate:

«In 1996, for example, when the historian Ephraim [sic] Karsh charged that Benny Morris had 

falsified certain documents, Morris did not even deign to reply; instead he asserted that Karsh's 

article on "re-writing Israel's history" was replete with distortions and half-truths, and he went on 

to add: "His piece contains more than fifty footnotes but is based almost entirely on references to 

and quotations from secondary works, many of them of dubious value." A look at Karsh's notes 

indicates that thirty of his references actually refer to writings by Shlaim and Morris, and fifteen 

others cite primary sources, and the rest refer to studies by major historians such as Avraham Selah

and to several books by journalists that Morris himself now adduces in his new book. Of dubious 

value, indeed328.»

326 Haaretz – His Colleagues Call him a Traitor, Tom Segev, May 23 2002 – https://www.haaretz.com/1.5186225, read
18/9/18
327 The Guardian: Confronting the Past, Suzanne Goldberg, 10 Dec 2001 – 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/dec/10/worlddispatch.suzannegoldenberg, read 20/9/18
328 The New Republic: Anita Shapira: The failure of Israel's «New Historians» to Explain War and Peace, the Past is 
not a Foreign Country, 12. January 2000 – http://ontology.buffalo.edu/smith/courses01/rrtw/Shapira.htm, read 22/9/18
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The split in scholarship is profound, not just because of the narrative-political entanglements, but 

also the partisanship that motivates the hysteria. The spectre of the Nakba haunts the Israeli 

consciousness. If Israel, a Western, democratic nation commited to liberal ideas and values 

commited its own ethic cleansing only three years after the Holocaust, the whole basis of perceived 

Israeli moral superiority in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict would be permanently undercut. It might 

even open the door to holding Israel criminally responsible329. It is this threat of moral 

delegitimizaion that Karsh and Morris are trying to stem. It is no coincidence that the two spend 

much of their written ink harping on the genocidal bloodlust of every Arab and Palestinian that can 

be quoted for good measure. It's not so much the allegation of a massacre at Tantura in of itself, but 

rather the negative image the story projects onto Israel these moral advocates for Israel are trying to 

deflect. 

The Katz affair also reflects how nationalist attitudes is connected to scholarship. During the 

controversy, Pappé coined the term Nakba-Denier to parallel that of a Holocaust denier: To deny the

systematic expulsion of Palestinians, and Israel's responsibility for that expulsion, was tantamount 

to denying historical fact for political or ideological purposes. By his own admission Pappé is as 

guilty as anyone of blending his role as a historian and a polemicist activist. However, his symbolic 

parallel is worth exploring on its own merits, as historians are supposed to be principled and apply 

method to the use of souces and epistemology. Mainstream Israeli historians are doing their best to 

downplay or deny the Nakba; either in part or in full. And the reason is not based on any 

fundamental disagreement about the facts. It's a battle about distancing Israel from the 

responsibility of the ensuing disaster and its place in history. Sacred assumptions about good and 

evil – concepts historians ought not to be beholden to internalize, as this frame of reference 

typically represents the opposite of objectivity – stand at the center of the controversy. That the 

'New Historians' and their allies are criticized primarily because they damage Israel's image, rather 

than because they produce poor scholarly work, will become very evident with our next Revisionist,

who would attempt to slay the most sacred of cows of Israeli-Zionist historiography. 

329 If Palestine were to gain sovereignty and UN statehood it would have access to the International Criminal Court, 
whose judges, based on the evidence accumulated on the Nakba, would most likely not be as skeptical as Israelis are to 
the routine charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Chief Prosecutor of the ICC Fatou Bensouda stated that 
the court would «not hesitate to criminally investigate alleged Israeli war crimes if required by its Rome Statute», The 
Jerusalem Post: ICC Won't Hesitate to Probe Alleged Israeli War Crimes if Law Demands, May 22 2018, Yonah Jeremy 
Bob – https://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Palestinian-Authority-takes-Israel-to-task-at-ICC-over-alleged-war-
crimes-558048, read 20/9/18
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3.3 – Norman Finkelstein and Holocaust Exploitation

Norman Finkelstein is one of the most profilic and controversial historians on the Israel-Palestine 

conflict. Born in 1953, he was a Maoist activist in his youth. He first came to prominence when he 

did a damning critique of a national bestseller, From Time Immemorial (1983) by Joan Peters. The 

book pertained to prove that the Palestinians weren't native to Palestine, and therefore, the 

Palestinians had a questionable right to the land. This thesis strengthened the Israeli-friendly 

narrative: That the Yishuv settlers were brave pionéers who developed and cultivated the land, to 

the jealosy of Arabs, who migrated to the area in the run-up to Partition. The book received glowing

appraise initially upon its release. Lucy Dawidowicz, a leading Holocaust scholar, praised Peters for

having «dug beneath a half-century's accumulation of propaganda and brought into light the 

historical truth about the Middle East»330. It was awarded the National Jewish Book Award. Over 

two hundred favourable reviews were published of the book after its initial release331. However, 

upon international release it quickly became apparent that Joan Peters' book was misrepresenting, 

exaggerating, and plagarizing other sources. Finkelstein was amongst those who first called the 

book a hoax, and played a leading role in making this case. This episode established his credibility 

as a researcher. Since then he has authored numerous books taking an extremely critical view of 

Israel, arguing that it is responsible for the refugee problem and the perpetuation of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. 

Though what gave Finkelstein international attention was his take on the Holocaust. Perhaps his 

most famous work is The Holocaust Industry (2001), where he argues that the Holocaust in recent 

years has become a hysterical extortion racket, used to bully, silence, and extort money from Swiss 

banks. Finkelstein distinguishes between the Nazi Holocaust and «The Holocaust», which he 

characterizes as the propaganda-ridden narrative perversion of the actual Nazi genocide in Europe. 

Modern antisemitism, he argues, is largely a political invention, conjured to generate sympathy for, 

and deflect criticism of, Israel332. The response to his book was deeply divided. Peter Novick called 

330 Hitchens, Christopher & Said, Edward W: Blaming the Victims: Spurious Scholarship and the Palestinian Question 
(2001 Verso), page 61-62
331 Norman Finkelstein: Image and Reality of the Israel-Palestine Conflict, 2003 2nd edition, page 45
332 Commenting on Lipstadt's book Denying the Holocaust, Finkelstein asserts that it's people like Lipstadt who give 
marginal and obscure voices a megaphone to appear more prolific than they really are. For example Arthur Butz, whose 
book The Hoax of the Twentieth Century alleged the usual Holocaust denier arguments. «Were it not for the likes of 
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it «a twenty-first century updating of 'The Protocols of the Elders of Zion»333. History Professor 

Omer Bartov of Brown University seconded the comparison334. Deborah Lipstadt labelled 

Finkelstein a «different type of extremist» separate from, but closely associated with German 

apologist historians like Ernst Nolte, who tried to downplay Germany's responsibilty during World 

War 2 during the Historikerstreit335336. This debate in Germany, on the memory and internalization 

of the Holocaust followed many of the same themes of Uniqueness (or Sonderweg) which Israel 

also followed. Amongst Finkelstein's defenders was Raul Hilberg, godfather of Holocaust studies 

and author of The Destruction of the European Jews (1961). He endorsed Finkelstein's «courage» 

and his book's findings, and further praised Finkelstein's academic track record and credibility337. 

And with that, Finkelstein's inevitable collision course with the Israeli-friendly American academic 

establishment was set.

In 2003 a book by lawyer and Harvard professor Alan Dershowitz, entitled The Case for Israel was 

published. This book, as the title might suggest, argues that Israel is making a sincere attempt to 

make peace and holds the moral high ground, as opposed to the Palestinians who refuse to give 

Israel peace and proper respect. The book received glowing praise and high reviews from all over 

the United States, becoming a New York Times bestseller. Dershowitz offered 10,000$ to the PLO 

on behalf of anyone who could find an error in the book. Finkelstein emerged to accuse Dershowitz 

of plagarism, citation errors, and lifting passages directly from Joan Peters' book. And in this 

instance, it was televised. On September 24, 2003, Finkelstein accused Dershowitz of plagarism 

during a live radio broadcast debate338. This set off the so-called Dershowitz-Finkelstein affair, and 

Lipstadt, no one would ever have heard of Arthur Butz.» Anyone familiar with anti-Israeli rhetoric and antisemitism will
find this argument by Finkelstein somewhat baffling. In this writer's view, the blind eye post-Zionists often turn towards
genuine antisemitism is one of their vices. Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation 
of Jewish suffering (2000), page 30
333 When I asked mr. Finkelstein about why Novick was so harsh in his critism, Finkelstein responded that it had 
nothing to do with scholarship, but in his mind, was entirely due to Novick's personal jealousy. In explaining Novick's 
comments, Finkelstein said «Novick was surely a serious scholar, but he was embittered by envy because my little book 
stole the thunder that he believed was rightfully his. He then embarked on a jihad to discredit me, saying many silly 
things along the way.» [...] He [Novick] was just one more small-minded egomaniacal academic who chafed at the fact 
that my book got more attention than his» See E-mail correspondence with Norman Finkelstein, Appendix.
334 The New York Times – Omer Bartov: A Tale of Two Holocausts, August 6 2000 – 
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/00/08/06/reviews/000806.06bartovt.html, read 3/9/18
335 Denial of the Holocaust and Immoral Equivalence: An Interview with Deborah Lipstadt, Jerusalem Center for 
Public Affairs, No. 11, August 1, 2003 – http://www.jcpa.org/phas/phas-11.htm, read 3/9/18
336 Deborah Lipstadt: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory, 1993, page 112
337 «It Takes an Enormous Amount of Courage to Speak the Truth When No One Else is Out There»: World-Renowned 
Holocaust, Israel Scholars Defend DePaul Professor Norman Finkelstein as He Fights for Tenure», Democracy Now, 
May 9 2007: interview with Raul Hilberg, transcript and video- 
https://www.democracynow.org/2007/5/9/it_takes_an_enormous_amount_of, read 3/9/18
338 Democracy Now, September 24, 2003, Debate between Alan Dershowitz and Norman Finkelstein – 
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ended with Finkelstein's dismissal and denial of tenure at DePaul University. The scholarly battle, if

it can be called that, between these two men took a farcical tone. Finkelstein's first book after the 

radio squabble with mr. Dershowitz was titled Beyond Chutzpah in 2005 (a direct play on 

Dershowitz' own 1991 book entitled Chutzpah), where Finkelstein argued again in strong terms that

antisemitism and the Nazi Holocaust served primarily to legitimize Israel and deligitimize its critics.

He devotes whole chapters to methodically dismantling Dershowitz academically as well as 

personally. Consequently, Dershowitz accused Finkelstein of being a 'Holocaust revisionist': 

«Finkelstein is a Holocaust revisionist who is lionized by neo-Nazis for his absurd claims that a 

worldwide Jewish conspiracy exists, headed by Steven Spielberg, Leon Uris, Elie Wiesel, Daniel 

Goldhagen and others. Almost no one - except neo-Nazis - takes him seriously339.» Finkelstein also 

had a legal feud with the Washington Post, who joined in labelling him a 'Holocaust Revisionist'340. 

As Deborah Lipstadt also alluded to, one of Finkelstein's running themes in the book is fabrications 

by 'Jewish interests', based on the Holocaust. This is contrary to Lipstadt's own view; that Holocaust

awareness is central to combating very real antisemitism. In fact, Finkelstein argues that Lipstadt 

herself is perpetuating 'fake antisemitism' by elevating obscure figures to the mainstream341. And 

last of course is mr. Dershowitz, who in 2005 published The Case for Peace the same year, where 

he partially answered the accusations by Finkelstein regarding his alleged plagarism and forgeries 

in The Case for Israel. But the real conflict between the two would not take place in the pages of 

books or journals. In 2006, Dershowitz begun to lobby members of DePaul university to discredit 

Finkelstein's credentials. This lead to evaluations of his published work, including by John 

Mearsheimer, who could vouch for its validity342. Despite DePaul's own Political Science 

Department and Personell Comittee voting to allow him tenure, Finkelstein was dismissed from the 

university following a legal proceeding. Dean Chuck Suchar acknowledged in his memorandum 

that Finkelstein's work held up to scholarly scrutiny. But, he argued, the «tone and substance of his 

scholarship is that a considerable amount of it is inconsistent with DePaul's Vincentian values»343. 

https://www.democracynow.org/2003/9/24/scholar_norman_finkelstein_calls_professor_alan, read 3/9/18
339 Statement of Alan M. Dershowitz, December 31, 2005 – 
https://web.archive.org/web/20051231094329/http://www.law.harvard.edu/faculty/dershowitz/statement.html, read 
3/1/18
340 The Electronic Intifada: Washington Post retracts “Holocaust revisionism” claim against Norman Finkelstein, 
Mark Hand, December 17 2002 – https://electronicintifada.net/content/washington-post-retracts-holocaust-revisionism-
claim-against-norman-finkelstein/4281, read 3/9/18
341 Finkelstein, Norman: The Holocaust Industry, reflections on the exploitation of Jewish suffering (2000), page 32
342 In Defense of Academic Freedom, conference held at the University of Chicago, October 12 2007, John 
Mearsheimer's comments, transcript – http://mearsheimer.uchicago.edu/pdfs/T0003.pdf, read 3/1/18
343 Dean Chuck Suchar of DePaul University, March 22, 2007: The Suchar Memorandum – 
http://english.sxu.edu/sites/kirstein/archives/680, read 3/1/18
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Therefore, Suchar seconded Finkelstein's dismissal. John Mearsheimer called it an assault on 

academic freedom, and gave his support to the notion that Finkelstein was dismissed for political 

reasons. Avi Shlaim pitched in to back Finkelstein's academic credentials344. Journalist Alexander 

Cockburn laid out a dozen instances where Dershowitz lifted passages directly from Peters' book345. 

But in the end Finkelstein was dismissed. 

To a neutral observer, it seems evident that Finkelstein was dismissed for political rather than 

scholarly reasons, and his crime had been to upset the Israeli-friendly narrative and attack its 

advocates. Indeed, amongst Israel's advocates, it has been a common refrain to refer to Finkelstein 

as 'discredited', lumped in with Holocaust deniers and perpetuators of the Elders of the Protocols of 

Zion. Credible scholarship or not, Finkelstein's case shows how touchy Israel and the Holocaust can

be. Challenging the sanctity of the Holocaust victims, and by extention their spokesmen, can be 

dangerous business for one's career. The Finkelstein-Dershowitz affair illustrates how closely 

connected scholarship and political interests are as well. We se a pattern of academics of all stripes 

having a hard time distinguishing their activism from their scholarship. In other words: As long as 

the Holocaust and its victims are sacred, and remain the untouchable paradigm for the frame of 

reference, Israel's control of the narrative remains secure. Being a revisionist about Israel and the 

Holocaust, especially if it can be construed as antisemitism and challenges politically backed views,

can be hazardous to careers346. Indeed, the interjection of political advocacy and historical 

revisionism becomes indistinguishable. As Lipstadt notes, the confusion of myth and scholarship 

can give rise to odious ideologies, and shield these behind the veil of reason347. As we proceed in the

next chapter, the inherent dangers of attaching political legitimacy to historical narratives can hardly

become more blatant.

3.4 – Holocaust Denial, «Holocaust Revisionism»

A whole industry of conspiracy theories, antisemitic tropes, and most of all a revival of Nazi 

344 Klein, David: – Why is Norman Finkelstein Not Allowed To Teach?, Works and Days vols. 26 & 27, page 313
345 Alexander Cockburn: Alan Dershowitz, Plagarist? September 26, 2003, Counterpunch Magazine - 
https://web.archive.org/web/20080215171042/http://www.counterpunch.org:80/cockburn09262003.html read 3/1/18
346 Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review of 
Books Vol. 28, No. 6, page 22, 24
347 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 28
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ideology pivoting from so-called 'Jewish Influence' are all partial byproducts of the Holocaust's 

close intermingling with Israeli history and Jewish identity. Though it should be noted that there are 

other bizarre cases of Holocaust denial and conspiracy theories, Jewish and Israeli plots feature 

prominently in extremist and conspiratorial circles348. As such, attacking the Holocaust becomes a 

political act, because it is also perceived to be an attack on the foundations of Judaism, Israel, and 

Zionism. To illustrate this point in all its gory details, take the example of contemporary Holocaust 

Denier Mark Weber. He is a trained historian who is the head of the Institute for Historical Review, 

a private and non peer-reviewed journal. He has written numerous articles and given many speeches

where he 'unmasks' the «Holocaust Myth». Presenting himself as a «Holocaust Revisionist», he 

claims that the current historiography on Nazi Germany and World War 2 is based on propaganda 

and is essentially a Zionist/Communist hoax. His career - if one feels comfortable using that term 

about Weber's activities - has been focused on arguing three basic points: «First, there was no 

policy to exterminate Jews in Germany. Second, the stories of mass killings and gassings are 

mythical, and third, the estimation of 6 million Jews killed is an irresponsible exaggeration349.» 

These stories, he argues, are merely Allied or Soviet propaganda meant to defame Germany, and has

been perpetuated ever since by Zionists to extract money from Germany after World War 2. 

Contemporary understanding of the Holocaust, he maintains, is a ploy by Zionists to empower the 

state of Israel. This is the same Institute for Historical Review (IHR) that has dedicated itself to 

fighting 'Jewish-Zionist Power'. It is widely considered to be a front-group for White Nationalists 

and neo-Nazis. Historian Richard Evans, who served as an expert witness in the Irving-Lipstadt 

trial, maintains thats the IHR uses these arguments as a distraction from the central point; namely 

that Germany purposefully perpetuated organized mass killings of Jews and other 'undesirables'350. 

Labelling themselves 'Revisionists' has long been a strategy by far-right groups to maintain 

credibility and hide their ideological frame of reference, so as to blend in with respectable society. 

For that reason the ADL, as well as the Southern Poverty Law Center, have both tracked Mark 

Weber's 'career'351. In 1978 he became the editor of National Vanguard, a far-right publication, and 

348 There are less antisemitic and genocidal forms of conspiracy theorising involving Jews. Popular are conspiracies 
involving 'Jewish bankers' and Mossad plots. As an example, the 9/11 Truther David Bollyn (A fellow University of 
Oslo graduate) argues 9/11 was planned and executed by Israel and the Zionists in his book very humbly titled Solving 
9/11: The Deception that Changed the World (2012).
349 Mark Weber, debate with Michael Shermer – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xB73Pg4_08&t=411, 
timestamped link, read 3/9/18
350 Evans, Richard J.: Telling Lies About Hitler: The Holocaust, History and the David Irving Trial (2002), page 151-
152.
351 Southern Poverty Law Center: Mark Weber – https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-
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in 1984 started hosting IHR's yearly conferences. In 2000, hosted a major conference of 

'Revisionists', including David Irving and Ernst Zündel (Weber served as an expert witness 

defending Zündel during his 1988 trial in Canada, where Zündel was accused of falsifying history 

in his pamphlet Did Six Million Really Die?352). In 2012, Weber was invited to Iran to lecture on 

«The Zionist Lobby»353354. Iran of course hosted the notorious 2006 International Conference to 

Review the Global Vision of the Holocaust conference, widely considered to be a gathering of 

Holocaust deniers. Weber has been closely associated with far-right politics, appearing as a guest on

James Edwards' radio program The Poltical Cesspool, a show that has attracted figures like David 

Duke, the Ku Klux Klan leader. 

What's worrying is that the «Revisionist» school that Mark Weber fancies himself part of is more 

substantial than consisting merely of skinheads and fascists. The allure of their rhetoric can fool 

well-intentioned, if naïve or uneducated readers. It must also be considered that those with no 

personal connections to World War 2 or the Holocaust are much more susceptible to clever 

propaganda than others. «If we put on our lawyer hats for a minute, how many murder cases that 

we thought were slam dunks, fall apart when challenged by clever defence attorneys?» asks 

Kenneth Hanson, Associate professor of Judaic Studies in Orlando Florida355. As he points out, the 

documentary record for the Final Solution is scant, often owing to Hitler's regime covering up the 

crimes at the end of the war356. In addition, Hitler's regime relied on verbal commands and 

euphemisms, further muddying the waters. Eyewitness testimony is often ureliable, prone to 

exaggerations and false memories. Furthermore, very few survived to witness the carnage at all. 

Photographs and film of mass graves and liberated camps don't reveal the identities of the victims, 

and do not prove conclusively that there was a policy of mass murder, just that there were victims of

disease, starvation, and general brutality. And the photos do not prove the 6 million figure. The 

death camps themselves were either partially dismantled by the Germans, or reconstructed later by 

the Soviets. Also, the numbers of victims were deliberately exaggerated by the Soviets. Therefore, 

files/individual/mark-weber, read 3/9/18
352 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 184-185
353 Anti-Defamation League: Holocaust Denier Mark Weber Invited to Teheran by Iranian Government, October 18 
2012 – https://www.adl.org/blog/holocaust-denier-mark-weber-invited-to-tehran-by-iranian-government, read 9/3/18
354 Insitute for Historical Review – Mark Weber: A Successful Visit to Iran, October 2012 – 
http://ihr.org/news/sept12ihrupdate, read 3/9/18
355 University of Central Florida – The Holocaust Video Project: Holocaust Denial, Dr. Kenneth Hanson – 
http://stars.library.ucf.edu/holocaustvideoproject/6/, read 3/9/18
356 Yad Vashem: Aktion 1005 – http://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%205721.pdf, read 3/9/18
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even physical evidence is open to question. 

In fact, Deborah Lipstadt notes that 'Holocaust Revisionism' goes back virtually to the end of the 

war itself. Concentration camp survivor and leftist Paul Rassinier became the «Father of Holocaust 

Denial»357. In 1964 he published The Drama of the European Jews, where he argued that Nazi 

atrocities had been greatly exaggerated for the purpose of extracting money from Germany, 

crystallising a career of downplay camp survivors' claims358. This strain of politically motivated 

advocacy became the main attraction to Holocaust deniers in the United States359. His works were 

contained in Debunking the Genocide Myth (1977), introducing Holocaust denial to an American 

audience. He is also the first iteration of Mark Weber's three main contentions360. Another American 

voice was Austin J. App, professor of medieval English literature. His book, The Six Million 

Swindle (1973) argued the same points: The genocide of European Jews and the 6 million figure are

fake; and Nazi crimes have been purposefully exaggerated by Zionists to extract money from 

Germany. And there is of course David Irving, who in his book Hitler's War argues Hitler had zero 

knowledge of exterminations or mass murders of Jews361. Following Irving's defeat in his libel suit 

against Lipstadt, he drifted towards political right-wing groups, associating himself with skinhead 

fans and showing an admiration for fascism362. There is also Fred Leuchter, whose 1988 so-called 

Leuchter report is often passed off as a scientific report. It alleges that the Auschwitz gas chambers 

could never have been used to gas people363. 

There are other, bizarre characters in the mix. One is David Cole (the son of Elvis' doctor Leon Cole

who allegedly introduced the rock star to the drug Demerol) who in the 90s propegated a series of 

Holocaust Denial 'documentaries' and was the target of threats and attacks by the militiant Jewish 

Defense League. Present-day Holocaust Deniers like to point out the fact that Cole himself is 

357 Jewish Virtual Library – Holocaust Denial: A Brief History, Ben. S. Austin – 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/a-brief-history-of-holocaust-denial, read 3/9/18
358 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 59
359 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
1993, page 73
360 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 60
361 Irving, David: Hitler's War (1977 Hodder & Stoughton), page 450
362 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 160
363 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
page 19
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Jewish, and thereby immunize themselves from accusations of antisemitism364. Mark Weber 

frequently cites his predecessors and 'peers' as authorities in his written work and lectures. As may 

be evident by now, Weber is a «Revisionist» in the same 'tradition' as David Irving, whose much 

publicized libel trial against Deborah Lipstadt illustrates how important the battle over historical 

memory can be365. Irving was in the end thorougly discredited as having purposefully 

misrepresented sources for his own political ends. Weber, like most «Holocaust Revisionists», 

frequently cites Irving and other discredited deniers as authorities. If one were to suggest there were

purposes behind his writings, he himself spells it out. In 2009, Weber published an article entitled 

How Relevant is Holocaust Revisionism?, wherein he argues that «Holocaust Revisionism» doesn't 

help achieve the ultimate goal: The defeat of Zionist power366.  This triggered outrage within IHR's 

own ranks. It is not hard to imagine why – Holocaust denial's very purpose is to legitimize Nazism 

and dehumanize Jews. By giving up on Holocaust denial as a means of political rhetoric, it means 

giving up on morally rehabilitating Nazism.

What's particularily shocking is that defenders of Israel, whether they are Benny Morris or 

defenders of the traditional Zionist historiography, will resort to arguments that in style echo those 

of Holocaust deniers. Ironically, Holocaust deniers and defenders of Zionist narrative-identity (and 

those with an ingrained sense of the paradigms of Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives) face the 

same dilemma with similar implications. It is the same dilemma one faces with the question of 

Palestinian expulsions and the Nakba. If one gives up on Nakba denial, then it means giving up on 

morally rehabilitating Israel and Zionism. Weber, like Morris, have seemingly taken this common 

dilemma to its logical conclusion. Either one needs to argue that such historic crimes weren't really 

crimes from a certain moral and political outlook, that inherently legitimizes said crime. Or one has 

to find new ways to obfuscate and cast doubt on the authenticity of the crime, either in part or in 

total. «Typical of the deniers' attempt to obfuscate is their claim that they do not deny that there was

364 The «Comittee for Open Debate on the Holocaust» (CODOH) is one of the most prominent gatherings of 
Holocaust deniers on the web today. With a slick website designed to look completely legitimate, they propegate the 
same old Holocaust denial arguments any scholar will have passing familiarity with. CODOH - Interview With Famous 
''Holocaust Denier'' David Cole Stein Vinny Eastwood, 27 April 2017 – https://codoh.com/library/document/4620/?
lang=en, read 22/10/18
365 In 2000, David Irving sued Deborah Lipstadt in British courts for libel. She had called him a «Holocaust Denier» in
her book Denying the Holocaust. Irving maintained that he simply held Hitler had nothing to do with the Holocaust. In 
2000 the case was settled in Lipstadt's favour. It is a famous case, as Holocaust historiography and academic objectivity 
became central to the case.
366 Institute for Historical Review – Mark Weber: How Relevant is Holocaust Revisionism?, January 7 2009 – 
http://www.ihr.org/weber_revisionism_jan09.html, read 3/9/18
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a Holocaust, only that there was a plan or an attempt to annihilate the Jewish people"367. For 

example, Holocaust deniers may agree that 6 million Jews died – but still deny any deliberate 

attempt to kill them. At least, Irving's denial of Hitler's direct knowledge of the Holocaust was 

enough to label him a denier in the eyes of British courts. It is also an apt description of Morris' 

position on the origins of the Palestinian refugee question. The uprooting of Palestinian villages, 

according to Morris, can not be rooted in the Zionist concept of Transfer, because there exists no 

comprehensive blueprint or order to that effect. Palestinian oral history is to be doubted, because it 

is recalled a long time after the events, and there are outside incentives to legitimize the view 

politically. The numbers of victims is greatly exaggerated for political purposes. To the degree that 

the perpetrators can be held responsible, it was forced upon them and they had little choice. And – if

one really thinks about it - the victims aren't entirely free of guilt either. In terms of substance 

concerning the body of evidence, these are exactly same arguments Holocaust deniers make. One 

may infer that those who deny Israeli responsibilty for the Nakba, and Holocaust deniers share 

similar genesis for their reasoning. If one group is being intellectually disingenious and is conflating

epistemological investigation with political-ideological advocacy, why not the other?

Like with the Nakba being the result of ethnic cleansing, the overwhelming scholarly consensus 

centered around the 6 million figure of Jews killed in the Holocaust does not rely on doubtful 

anecdotes, but an overwhelming preponderence of evidence, with or without the much-sought 

'Hitler Order' (Or Ben-Gurion order, for that matter). Historians have a special responsibility here. 

Both Israel's creation and the Holocaust are on the edge of human memory. Once they are gone, it 

will be the historians who represent both events to their contemporaries. As Deborah Lipstadt points

out, cultural relativism and fading memories will leave the public more suceptible to revisions, both

in good and bad faith368. It can be hard to distinguish between genuine history, and collective 

historical memories that have been carefully and consciously shaped369. As those with memories of 

the Holocaust disappear, people who aren't scholars intimately familiar with the details will have a 

hard time distinguishing fraud from reality. Especially when  «Holocaust Revisionists» (or Israeli 

historians) rely on academic sources,  these sources can easily purposefully or otherwise be 

misrepresented. The difference is that the Israeli-friendly narrative enjoys widespread legitimacy 

367 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
preface, page 24
368 Lipstadt, Deborah: Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory (1993 Penguin Books), 
pages 5-6
369 Israeli and Palestinian Memories and Historical Narratives of the 1948 war-An Overview, Avraham Sela & 
Avraham Kadish, Israel Studies, Volume 21, Number 1, Spring 2016, page 4-5
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and support from history professors and members of the public all over the world, whereas 

Holocaust denial is considered to be denial of the ultimate historic evil, and is therefore reviled as 

equivalent to Nazi apologetics and the deliberate falsification of history. Moral arguments aside – If 

the latter group is fronting sincere formulations about history in lieu of their ideology, why not also 

the former? Academics and scholars should strive toward objectivity and rationality. To therefore 

allow political polemics to influence scholarly work, ought to be a cardinal sin and not simply a 

matter of 'perspective'. If we are to arrive at objective assessments of the past, then one must also 

remain ever vigilant regarding these partisan biases, their particular dynamics, and their driving 

factors.

The paradigms of Holocaust Uniqueness, and by extention Jewish and Israeli Uniqueness also give 

rise to genuine envy, and the implications are worrying. Since Brexit and Trump's victory, there has 

been a noted resurgence of far-right political views all across the Western world. As a case-in-point, 

take the so-called Alt-Right (as coined by White Nationalist Richard Spencer as an 'alternative' to 

Paleoconservative values in 2008370). In reality the ideological 'alternative' this new brand of right-

wing populism aspouses is White ethno-religious supremacy371. In recent years, while paradoxically

being rife with antisemitism, portions of the far-right have grown to genuinely admire the Israeli 

model. Sociologist Steven M. Cohen at the Hebrew Union College Jewish Institute points out that 

there is little correlation between antisemitism and antagonism towards Israel. Yael Sternhell at Tel 

Aviv University takes this further: The duality between antisemitism and support for Israel is a 

central component of 'Trumpism'. «As long as Jews are in Israel fighting the ‘good fight’ with the 

Arab world as a bastion of American ideals and values in the Middle East, then they are very useful

and admirable allies372.» Saul Friedländer has also expressed concern for the rhetorics of the Alt-

Right. Stephen Bannon's ideas, he says, are «very close to the Nazis, or to the [ideas of] neo-

Nazis373.» The same phenomenon is present in far-right circles in Europe. Geert Wilders' PVV, 

Marine Le Pen's Front National and the FPÖ in Austria are all pro-Israeli. The Clash of 

370 Taki's Magazine: Richard Spencer – The Conservative Write, August 6 2008 – 
http://takimag.com/article/the_conservative_write/#axzz4JRcIyz7D, read 14/10/18
371 Haaretz: No More Funny Business: 'Alt-right' Reinventing Itself as a Leaner, Meaner White Nationalist Power, 
Asher Schechter, 25 September 2017 – https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-the-alt-right-looks-to-become-a-
leaner-meaner-white-nationalist-power-1.5453286, read 14/10/18
372 The Forward: How Steve Bannon and Breitbart News Can Be Pro-Israel - and Anti-Semitic at the Same Time, 
Naomi Zeveloff, November 15 2016 – https://forward.com/news/israel/354402/how-steve-bannon-and-breitbart-news-
can-be-pro-israel-and-anti-semitic-at-t/, read 14/10/18
373 The Guardian: Where Memory Leads: Saul Friedländer on the Holocaust, history, and Trump, Martin Pengelly, 20 
November 2016 – https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/nov/20/where-memory-leads-saul-friedlander-holocaust-
history-trump, read 18/10/18
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Civilizations indeed.

The reason for Israeli admiration on the far-right appears not to be lack of antisemitism in these 

circles – but rather, that Israel is perceived as being allies in the greater struggle against the 

Muslims374. To an antisemite, the thought of 'Judeo-Christian Civilization' side by side in the endless

war against Muslim barbarism is conceivably an appealing moderating alternative to genocidal 

antisemitism. There is also an admiration of Israel for how to base nationhood and national 

belonging fundamentally. Characters on the far-right such as Richard Spencer, famous for being 

behind the Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville, Virginia in August 2017 genuinely admires the 

Israeli model. He has agued that Israel's ethno-state model is what he seeks to emulate in 'White' 

countries, particularily the United States375. In fact, Spencer characterizes his views to Israelis as 

'White Zionism' in a bid to win some over to his way of thinking376. Whether sincere or not, this 

illustrates an important element of racist and extremist thinkers' logic: They admire Israel precisely 

because Israel's ethno-religious policies are what they seek to replicate for their own group. If Israel

can be the ethno-religiously based Jewish state without being called racist, why can't there be a 

White state based on the same principles? Israel's advocates have a ready answer: Because of the 

Holocaust. This, in turn, is viewed by extremists as proof that the Jews control the world and seek 

to subvert nations through mass migration. Or such a readily available conspiratorial answer can 

surely be easily grasped at. Israel is seemingly permitted to institute state foundations based on the 

ethno-state model, while still being considered a civilized Western country, whereas other countries 

are not. 

At any rate, the fact that antisemites, racists and neo-Nazis are becoming genuine admirers of the 

Israeli model should speak for itself. The aforementioned David Cole, the Jewish Holocaust Denier 

re-emerged in 2013 under the name David Stein – as a Hollywood conservative with his own 

374 The Forward: Europe’s Far-Right Proves It’s Possible To Be Pro-Israel And Anti-Semitic, Tamara Micner, 
September 5 2017 – https://forward.com/news/world/378987/europes-far-right-proves-its-possible-to-be-pro-israel-and-
anti-semitic/, read 14/10/18
375 On October 19 2017, Spencer held a speech at the University of Florida Gainesville, where he was routed off the 
stage by protesters before finishing. However, during the time he spoke, said that quote «the most important and 
perhaps most revolutionary ethno-state, the one that I turn to for guidance, even though I might not always agree with 
its foreign policy decisions – the Jewish state of Israel.» Haaretz: Richard Spencer Is Simply the Latest Far-right 
Extremist to Laud Israel as a White 'Ethno-state' Model, Asher Schechter, October 21 2017 – 
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/richard-spencer-just-the-latest-far-right-extremist-to-laud-israel-1.5459294, read 
14/10/18
376 Haaretz: Richard Spencer Tells Israelis They 'Should Respect' Him: 'I'm a White Zionist', August 16 2017 - 
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/richard-spencer-to-israelis-i-m-a-white-zionist-respect-me-1.5443480, read 
14/10/18
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fundraising organization. While this had serious consequences for his reputation, he claims to have 

not fundamentally changed his views on the Holocaust377. It should also come as no surprise that 

David Irving has gained a new and receptive audience on the Internet after the rise of the alt-right. A

frequenter of neo-Nazi political circles, Irving is thrilled with the vigour of younger supporters on 

the Web378. On the open-access Internet there is a flourishment of Holocaust denial propaganda. 

Fake documentaries like The Greatest Story Never Told (2013) are abundant. This particular piece 

of neo-Nazi propaganda maintains that Hitler had noble goals and the Holocaust was faked 

retroactively by the Allies379. Anecdotes and half-truths are deliberately perverted and 

misrepresented to give the impression that 'the Jews' fabricated the Holocaust after the fact. This 

matches existing conspiratorial and far-right views that Jews and Zionists control finance and world

governments, or even whole branches of ideology through the conspiracy theory known as 'Cultural

Marxism'.

Lipstadt, who typically sees Holocaust deniers behind every bush, correctly identifies this link 

between Holocaust denial and the modern alt-right380. What is so worrying is that this also fits into 

Zionist-inspired paradigms – a nationalistic, antisemitic Gentile world which is also supportive of 

an irridentist Israel. Routinely when there are lethal incidents between Israelis and Palestinians, 

there are Israeli demonstrations calling for ethnic cleansing and genocide of the Palestinians381. 

Polling in Israel shows that a Jewish sense of Exclusivity is firmly entrenched. 79% of Israeli Jews 

asked agreed Jews should receive preferential treatment in Israel. When asked if «Arabs should be 

expelled or transferred from Israel», 48% of Israeli Jews said Yes. 46% said no382. The danger is 

that the antisemitic Right and the Israel-approving Right converge on key principles of ideological 

foundation. Thus inadverdently, Zionist narrative-identity and Zionist-friendly Holocaust narratives 

377 The Guardian: Hollywood conservative unmasked as notorious Holocaust revisionist, Rory Carroll, 3 May 2013 – 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/may/03/david-stein-cole-holocaust-revisionist, read 22/10/18
378 The Guardian: Antisemite, Holocaust denier … yet David Irving claims fresh support, Carole Cadwalladr, 15 
January 2017 – https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jan/15/david-irving-youtube-inspiring-holocaust-deniers, 
read 14/10/18
379 The Internet Movie Database – The Greatest Story Never Told (2013) – https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3526810/, 
read 16/10/18
380 Lipstadt thinks the Alt-Right leadership is echoing the style of argumentation she grew used to encountering when 
researching Holocaust deniers. National Public Radio: The Risks Of Normalizing The So-Called Alt-Right, Interview 
with Deborah Lipstadt by Lakshmi Singh, November 27 2016 – https://www.npr.org/2016/11/27/503520818/the-risks-
of-normalizing-the-so-called-alt-right?t=1539964232378, read 14/10/18
381 Mint Press News: Thousands of Israelis Take To The Streets Calling For Palestinian Genocide, Whitney Webb, 
October 6 2016 – https://www.mintpressnews.com/thousands-israelis-take-streets-calling-palestinian-genocide/221168/,
read 19/10/18
382 Times of Israel: Nearly Half of Jewish Israelis want to expel Arabs, survey shows, Marissa Newman, 8 March 2016 
– https://www.timesofisrael.com/plurality-of-jewish-israelis-want-to-expel-arabs-study-shows/, read 20/10/28
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can serve to legitimize and inspire hostility towards 'the other' amongst both trends of thought. The 

History of the Holocaust has thus in part become diluted to a rhetorical political tool in service of 

Exclusivist, and ultimately racist, ideologies.

3.5 - Conclusions

To understand the convergence of the Holocaust and Israel's creation in political-narrative terms, 

identifying what ideological impulses guide Israel's fiercest defenders and critics is key to analyzing

any secondary literature. This serves to uncover the logic of illogical argumentation on an abstract 

ideas-level basis. This can be a useful tool for contextualization and analysis. Such an approach also

gives us a roadmap which allows us to predict the road ahead. Or rather, it makes it easier to 

fundamentally understand what arguments are presented and why. If the assumptions that 

presuppose ideology turn out to be predictive, that explanation is likely to be a valid one. To use 

aforementioned examples, this includes both Morris and Weber. If they have a convergence of 

argumentation, perhaps there is a convergence of ideologies. That is not to suggest Morris is an 

antisemitic Holocaust denier or that Weber is an Israel-loving Zionist. Or to suggest their 'scholarly 

work' is of equal value and validity. It is to suggest that they both embrace – or reject – similar core 

paradigms of Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives, and their frame of reference is rooted in Zionist 

narrative-identity. It must be noted that these views are but a narrow cross-section of views. They 

are selected because of their diversity, yet a common divergence of narratives based around the 

influence of Zionist narrative-identity and Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives. One can pick 

academics and polemics seemingly at random and recognize the same trends. As we can see from 

the four main examples in this chapter, there is indeed a close interplay between Holocaust memory,

Israeli advocacy, and historical revisionism. In many ways they are inexorably linked and 

interchangable. Historical arguments are made for the purpose of present-day politics. 

In Morris' case, his changing views to align with those of the political and scholarly Israeli 

establishment assured his prominence and credibilty. Ilan Pappé is an example of how polemics and

scholarship indeed are indistinguishable, yet where the findings are found to be inspirational and 

credible by a wide audience. In Finkelstein's case, he gives a critical insight into exploitations of 

Holocaust legacy, but soured his stock by attacking the credibility of authors who defended Israel. It
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cost him his career at the time, in spite of his credentials. In Weber and other deniers of the 

Holocaust's case, the purpose is to spread the perception that Jews control the 'narrative' in order to 

spread distrust of historical truth, and cement Nazi apologetics. This is only possible because of 

Israel and Jewry's voluntary association and lending of credibility to the Holocaust in the first place.

Any downplaying of the Holocaust inherently risks damaging Israel's credibility. Similarily with the

Israeli-Arab War of 1947-1949, any responsibility for displacing the Palestinian refugees, risks 

damaging Israel's credibility383. Neither debate is harmless. Insofar as the Holocaust is concerned, 

according to the ADL, «two-thirds of respondents in many Arab countries «think the Holocaust is 

either a myth or has been greatly exaggerated»384. That figure is both revealing and alarming. 

Though denial is at present marginal in the West, the growth of nativist and nationalist movements 

and the spread of fake news are worring breeding grounds for denialist thinking. Combined with the

easy spread of neo-Nazi propaganda on the Internet, there ought to be serious concern. In the realm 

of politics, Israel remains cool at best towards its Arab neighbours and perpetuates its occupation 

and settlement policy in the West Bank, with the passivity and increasing backing of the United 

States. Resentment towards Israeli influence can easily spill over into geniune demonization of 

Israel – and Holocaust denial. It is no accident that Iran, Israel's arch-enemy, hosted the 

International Conference to Review the Global Vision of the Holocaust in 2006. In Israel too, the 

political moods are shifting steadily to the right, causing Israeli society to steadily become gradually

more isolated from its would-be Western brothers in the United States and Europe. What certainly 

doesnt help is that Israel's defenders often argue on the same implicit premisês as antisemites do, 

where anti-Zionism, criticism of Israel and criticism of Jews are all treated interchangably. 

The confluence of advocacy for Israel and genuine historicism colours the academic debate as well. 

Even amongst relatively mainstream and recognized scholars, the tone and direction of insults and 

praises is enough to make one's head spin. Irving, a notorious falsifier of history, and Finkelstein, 

are distinguishable yet closely related according to Deborah Lipstadt and Peter Novick. According 

to them, Finkelstein, a solid and respectable scholar, is virtually interchangable from a falsifier of 

history. Not because of what he says, but because of whom it is directed against. And Benny Morris,

the most distinguished scholar on the subject, has a position where the frame of reference and style 

of argumentation mirrors that of racist polemics. Something is clearly amiss in the world of Israeli-

383 Mearsheimer, John. A. & Walt, Stephen M.: The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2006, London Review of 
Books Vol. 28, No. 6, page 9-10
384 Anti-Defamation League: The Holocaust – Gloal Awareness and Denial – 
http://global100.adl.org/info/holocaust_info, read 3/9/18
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Holocaust scholarship. First, it brings into question what Revisionism really means. Is Morris' a 

revisionist for bringing to light previously unknown sources, only to downplay his own findings 

later? Is Finkelstein a Revisionist for publicizing provocative, yet factual findings? And what about 

Mark Weber, who on the surface appears to be a serious scholar, but is fronting for extremist 

political views? If in the general sense, Revisionism means to revise what has been previously 

generally accepted, then only Morris is a true revisionist – and only in the Israeli sense, since non-

Israeli scholarship has long contended that Israeli colonialism has been responsible for the refugee 

problem385. Karsh denies that people like Pappé are 'true revisionists' since claims similar to theirs 

have been articulated before. Overall, using the term Revisionist in relation to Israel and the 

Holocaust is in of itself so loaded with presuppositions it's virtually impossible not to prejudge the 

content for any given reader. Holocaust-laden narratives involving Israel have obscured the real 

questions of Israel's historical record, not to mention the questions it raises about objective use of 

epistemology and historicism. Indeed, it's the framing of both the Holocaust and Israel in moral 

terms which is why the parallels are drawn between the Holocaust and the Nakba. How can Israel's 

defenders argue that Israel is morally righteous if she has persecuted the Palestinians in similar 

ways that the Nazis initially persecuted the Jews? Israel and it's advocates' blunt use of power - 

physical or rhetorical - plays right into the hands of antisemites and Holocaust deniers, as it fosters 

resentment towards Israelis and Jews. It is vital to remain honest and open about published 

scholarship even when it slays sacred cows. Revisionist counter-narratives are important in 

illustrating the weaknesses of current understanding, and when they cast light on new facts which 

challenge what has otherwise been taken for granted. If history is skewed for political reasons, the 

wrong lessions will inevitably be learned. In Israel and the Holocaust's case, these dogmas are often

so strong they lead to an almost religious fervour, even with scholars. The more unsubstantiated 

dogmas take root in the overall academic discourse, the more poisonous and ripe to challenge the 

established record becomes.

4.0 – Conclusions

We have seen how Israel from the outset set out to utilize the Holocaust as an integral part of Israeli 

history. Politicians and ideologues were quick to seize the opportunity in cementing genocide of 

385 Said, Edward W.: The Question of Palestine (1992, Vintage Books), pages 12-15
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European Jewry, so their memory and commemoration, whether through heroism or victimization, 

could be used as a means to bolster the legitimacy of the Israeli state. Zionist thinkers framed the 

Holocaust as a crime against the Israeli state in the making. Reparations, Holocaust trials and Israeli

wars with its Arab neighbours laid the groundwork for establishing the Holocaust being perceived 

as unique, and Jews as unique victims. In 1967 with the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza 

Strip, the repudiation of the Old Jew and the vindication of the New. Through Israeli military 

victory, the Holocaust had been redeemed. These paradigms became central both to pro-Israeli 

advocacy and Zionist narrative-identity. Furthermore, they became integral parts of the politics and 

power dynamics of the U.S-Israeli special relationship. Special dispensation has routinely been 

given to Israel both for its ethno-state model and its aggressive foreign policy. The role of Israeli-

friendly Holocaust narratives on this count, has been crucial. Both American and Western leaders go

to great lengths in order not to appear to be antisemitic, and to assure Israel's felt need for security is

always met. The western frame of reference has also been disproportionately shaped by Zionist 

influence, especially in the United States. Novick and Finkelstein highlight the role of political 

convenience for both American and Israeli Jews to adopt the Holocaust as key aspects of their 

identity after 1967, but they both underestimated the strength and direction of the driving political 

factors behind this adoption. A more likely explanation for why Jews embraced the Holocaust is 

personal and collective expedience: By supporting Israel, both groups could patriotically serve 

strategic, political, and military interests which coincided with personal self-interest, while 

simultaneously giving the appearance of success and strength. American Jews were emerging as an 

élite in the United States, whereas the Israelis were earning a reputation for strength and victory on 

the battlefield. The Holocaust could therefore be extremely useful for Jewish narrative-identity: It 

allowed them to appear as the victims most worthy of sympathy and help, while simultaneously 

embracing an ethos of strength and success.

Perpetual victimhood and Uniqueness have been central pillars in Zionist narrative-identity, and 

these paradigms have also functioned as the chief arguments of Israel's advocates in the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. Defenders of Israel will cite the Holocaust as what must be averted at all costs; 

and this justifies aggressive Israeli action in self-defence. Israel's advocates, such as Efraim Karsh 

and Benny Morris, are almost invariably using phrases that are indistinguishable from Zionist 

terminology. The responsibility for the Palestinian refugee problem is put on the Arabs, because 

supposedly they are ever-vigilant in their striving towards a Second Holocaust. Non-Jewish hatred 
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of Jews becomes the default argument which places Israel in a favourable light, as any bias can be 

perceived as being a precursor to antisemitism, and ultimately genocide. Defenders of Israel also 

rarely bother to distinguish between academic critics and antisemitic polemics. After all, anyone 

who criticizes Israel, Zionism or the Holocaust, are in essence perceived to be antisemites because 

they attack Jewish identity. Critics of Israel hold the Holocaust up as a moral mirror to reflect on 

Israel's own crimes against humanity and racist policies. Post-Zionists and postmodernists argue 

that Israel perpetuated an ethnic cleansing during its creation, and bears primary responsibility both 

for the Israel/Palestine conflict as well as the refugee problem. The link between the Holocaust and 

Israel softens Israel's image, because it may seem contradictory to many that victims can be 

victimizers, too. Other critics point to Israel's state foundations and how Zionist philosophy in 

practice means a system equivalent to Apartheid.Where most postmodern and post-Zionist critics 

fail in seeing the convergence of Revisionist Zionism, Israeli territorial-political aspirations, and the

gradual degradation of liberal Western values in Israel. If Israel is a settler-colonial state based on 

ethno-religious supremacy – and this state embraces an ethos of eternal and perpetual victimization 

in the face of Israel's own brutal persecution of Palestinians – then Jewish supremacy can be the 

only answer. What's very striking from our findings is that Likud and Menachem Begin's version of 

Holocaust memory has become indistinguishable from normative Israeli Holocaust narrative-

identity. In my view, academics have therefore underestimated the danger of Israeli-friendly 

Holocaust memory taking on an axiomatic function in the logic of elimination towards Palestinians.

Critics have also been slow to grasp the ideological significance of the Holocaust as a cornerstone 

of official Israeli history. Because the Holocaust is inherently political according to Israeli-Zionist 

frames of reference, any weakening of the Holocaust as a moral argument is perceived to be an 

attack both Zionism and all Jews. Anti-Zionists and antisemites have taken advantage of this to 

great effect by adopting the Israeli model as a blueprint for their own racist views. The more 

extreme voices are trying to rehabilitate Nazism through falsifying history and arguing that the 

Holocaust is a Zionist hoax. All of these are symptomatic of how Holocaust narratives have become

integral to Israeli/Zionist history, and it is perceived to be a great legitimizer. With all of this in 

mind, we can finally turn to our research questions.

            1.   Why did the Holocaust become a central building block of Zionist narrative

                 -identity in the post-war years?
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Israel's early history illustrates the difficulties of dealing with the real-time fallout of the Holocaust. 

Traumatized and broken survivors had to forge a new, common, Jewish identity in Israel. This was 

done with an almost complete blanking out of the Holocaust both in the United States and Israel. 

While the Holocaust was discussed, it almost never featured in public or cultural life before the 

Eichmann Trial. Indeed, the presence of kaps and Judenrat members, along with perceptions of 

weakness and passivity amongst the victims means that Heroism and commemoration was alotted 

to a select few. What eventually broke the taboos was political expediency. Pionéered by Yad 

Vashem and Israeli leaders, what emerged as official Israeli Holocaust memory drew on themes that

were explicitly designed with legitimiztion of Israel in mind, based on the lines of Zionist 

philosophy. The key reason the Holocaust came to feature so prominently in Zionist narrative-

identity is political usefulness and expediency for Israelis specifically and Jews in general. 

2. What are common features of Zionist narrative-identity and Israeli-friendly 

Holocaust naratives?

The key features of Israeli-friendly Holocaust narratives are threefold. First is Uniqueness. This is 

derived from a perceived history of unprecedented history of Jewish persecution, a view of the 

Holocaust as a unique event in history, and perceptions of unmatched suffering. This is evident in 

Morris and Karsh, treating the inherent dangers of a Second Holocaust and Israeli demands for 

security as paramount concerns raised above all other considerations. The realistic feasibility of this

Second Holocaust is simply taken for granted. Uniqueness entails special dispensation for Jews and 

by extention Israel. A second key feature is Redemption. The narrative of Israel rising from the 

ashes of the Holocaust through strength and ingenuity, to liberate Jerusalem and return to Eretz 

Israel is considered a part of Jewish self-determination in function of this special dispensation. This 

is how Jewish self-determination in principle trumps the Palestinian right. A third feature is that 

Holocaust victims become Martyrs for Israel in the making.  All of these themes are consistent with 

Zionist narrative-identity and Revisionist Zionist political doctrine.
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3. How do Holocaust narratives influence the framing of the Palestinian/Arab 

conflict?

There is an almost uniform split between Holocaust narratives and the appraisal of Israel. Those that

are critical of the Israeli state, with the exception of antisemites and anti-Zionists, adhere to 

universal lessions and applications of Holocaust memory, where they seek to criticise Israel's 

lacking adherence to these universalist principles. On the flip side, amongst Israel's defenders there 

is conformity once again along the lines of Zionist narrative-identity. Israeli-friendly Holocaust 

narratives are meant to serve as a warning of what could happen to Jews, not what could happen to 

people. Thereby, the Holocaust becomes a means of Israeli/Zionist legitimization in its political and 

territorial aims. In fact, the split is so profound that both critics and defenders of Israel frequently 

suggest the other side are Nazi sympathisers or self-hating Jews. The Holocaust therefore functions 

as a framing device, but also as a smokescreen to shift the centre of the debate away from the facts, 

and towards moral and emotional appraisals. 

Israeli Holocaust-laden narrative history, and this narrative history's intermingling with politics and 

scholarship have converged to bolster Israel on an Exclusivist principles consistent with Zionist 

doctrine. Israel's past and present political course is in large part driven by Revisionist Zionist 

ideological aspirations. Israel cannot disengage from the West Bank – or implement a One State 

Solution – without betraying the basic principles of Zionist narrative-identity and Revisionist 

Zionism. By extent, it would also be a betrayal of the Holocaust's 'martyrs' for Israel. The political 

left in Israel is unlikely to take charge of the legacy of the Holocaust, let alone political power in 

Israel, which would be a prerequisite to either the One State or the Two State solution. Therefore the

Palestinian problem remains unsolvable, thus strengthening the very process of Right-wing 

Zionism's grip on politics and the dominant Holocaust narrative in Israel. In this way the centre of 

political gravity, using the Holocaust as a conduit, drifts steadily towards the right. As a byproduct, 

Israel and Zionism in their modern form, if not in their very essence, are anti-western, anti-

democratic, and are not the negators of Nazi brutality, but rather, inheritors of key methods. This 

also gives grave implications to the future of the Zionist project, and how by its own logic it will 

inevitably turn its back on liberal values and replace them with a religious-ethnic supremacist ethos.
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If this comes to be the new normative expression of future Zionism, it will forever have divorced 

itself from the bulk of the world's Jews, and become a Jewish supremacist Sparta in the Middle 

East, forever obsessed with war, death, and blood. Indeed, should the 50-year status quo prove to be

unworkable in the long run, Israel's current political trajectory takes it dangerously close to 

contemplate the logic of elimination. To say that is a perversion of the lessions of the Holocaust 

would be an understatement. In conclusion, I will quote Hannah Arendt, who foresaw the universal 

danger. 

"The crimes against human rights, which have become a specialty of totalitarian 

regimes, can always be justified by the pretext that right is equivalent to being 

good or useful for the whole in distinction to its parts. [...] For it is quite 

conceivable, and even within the realm of practical political possibilities, that 

one fine day a highly organized and mechanized humanity will conclude quite 

democratically — namely by majority decision — that for humanity as a whole

            it would be better to liquidate certain parts thereof386."

386 Arendt, Hannah: Origins of Totalitarianism (7th Edition 1962), page 299
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/jan/14/israe  l, read 31/8/18

– Guardian, The: Hollywood conservative unmasked as notorious Holocaust revisionist, Rory 

Carroll, 3 May 2013 – https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/may/03/david-stein-cole-

holocaust-revisionist, read 22/10/18

– Guardian, The: Where Memory Leads: Saul Friedländer on the Holocaust, history, and 

Trump, Martin Pengelly, 20 November 2016 – 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/nov/20/where-memory-leads-saul-friedlander-

holocaust-history-trump, read 18/10/18

– Haaretz: General's Final Confession Links 1956 Massacre to Israel's Secret Plan to Expel 

Arabs, Ofer Aderet, October 13 2018 – https://www.haaretz.com/israel-

news/.premium.MAGAZINE-general-s-confession-links-massacre-to-israel-s-secret-plan-to-

expel-arabs-1.6550421, read 11/10/18

– Haaretz: Israel Conducted No Ethnic Cleansing in 1948, Benny Morris m October 10, 2016 

- https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-israel-conducted-no-ethnic-cleansing-in-1948-

1.5447785, read 31/8/18

– Haaretz: Israel Had No 'Expulsion Policy' Against the Palestinians in 1948, Benny Morris, 

July 29, 2017 - https://www.haaretz.com/life/books/.premium-israel-had-no-expulsion-

policy-against-the-palestinians-in-1948-1.5436863, read 31/8/18

– Haaretz: Israeli Who Commanded Sector in Which Kafr Qasem Massacre Took Place Dies, 

Ofer Aderet, September 30 2018 – https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israeli-

who-commanded-sector-in-which-kafr-qasem-massacre-took-place-dies-1.6515277, read 

11/10/18

– Haaretz: Israel's Great Debate, Yossi Sarid, September 17 2007 – 

https://www.haaretz.com/1.4975039, read 15/10/18

– Haaretz – His Colleagues Call him a Traitor, Tom Segev, May 23 2002 – 

https://www.haaretz.com/1.5186225, read 18/9/18

– Haaretz: How Israeli Right-Wing Thinkers Envision the Annexation of the West Bank, 

Carolina Landsmann, August 18 2018 - https://www.haaretz.com/israel-

news/.premium.MAGAZINE-how-israeli-right-wing-thinkers-envision-the-west-bank-s-
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annexation-1.6387108, read 10/13/18

– Haaretz: Netanyahu: Hitler Didn't Want to Exterminate the Jews, editorial, October 21 2015 

– https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/netanyahu-absolves-hitler-of-guilt-1.5411578, read 

11/10/18

– Haaretz: No More Funny Business: 'Alt-right' Reinventing Itself as a Leaner, Meaner White 

Nationalist Power, Asher Schechter, 25 September 2017 – https://www.haaretz.com/us-

news/.premium-the-alt-right-looks-to-become-a-leaner-meaner-white-nationalist-power-

1.5453286, read 14/10/18

– Haaretz: No Peaceful Solution, dialogue with Avi Shlaim, Meron Rapoport, August 11 2005 

– https://www.haaretz.com/1.4930601, read 22/9/18

– Haaretz: Olmert to Haaretz: Two-State Solution, or Israel is Done For, Barak Ravid, David 

Landau, Aluf Benn, Shmuel Rosner, 29 November 2007 – 

https://www.haaretz.com/1.4961269, read 18/10/18

– Haaretz: Richard Spencer Is Simply the Latest Far-right Extremist to Laud Israel as a White

'Ethno-state' Model, Asher Schechter, October 21 2017 – https://www.haaretz.com/us-

news/richard-spencer-just-the-latest-far-right-extremist-to-laud-israel-1.5459294, read 

14/10/18

– Haaretz: Richard Spencer Tells Israelis They 'Should Respect' Him: 'I'm a White Zionist', 

August 16 2017 - https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/richard-spencer-to-israelis-i-m-a-

white-zionist-respect-me-1.5443480, read 14/10/18

– Haaretz – Senate Passes Bill to Enshrine $38-billion Military Aid Package to Israel Into 

Law, 3 August 2018 – https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/senate-passes-bill-to-enshrine-

military-aid-package-to-israel-into-law-1.6340748, read 10/10/18

– Haaretz: Study: Israel Leads in Ignoring Security Council Resolutions, Shlomo Shamir, 

October 10 2002 – https://www.haaretz.com/1.5127043, read 12/10/18

– Haaretz: Survival of the Fittest, January 8, 2004, interview with historian Benny Morris by 

Avi Shavit - https://www.haaretz.com/1.5262454, https://www.haaretz.com/1.5262428, read 

7/5/2018

– Haaretz: Two-Thirds of Israelis Still Back Two-State Solution, J Street Poll Finds, 15 

January 2013, Judy Maltz – http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.765146, read 4/5/17

– Haaretz: We Must Defeat Hamas - Next Time, Benny Morris , July 30, 2014 - 

https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-we-must-defeat-hamas-next-time-1.5257419, 
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read 31/8/18

– Haaretz Editorial Board: A Cornerstone of Apartheid, May 8 2017 – 

https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/editorial/a-cornerstone-of-apartheid-1.5469402, read 

14/10/18

– Herzl, Theodor: Altneuland (1902) book 4 part V – jewishvirtuallibrary.org – 

h  ttp://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-altneuland-quot-theodor-herzl, read 11/5/18

– Herzl, Theodor: Texts Concerning Zionism: «The Jewish State», II The Jewish Question - 

jewishvirtuallibrary.org – https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-the-jewish-state-quot-

theodor-herzl, read 22/10/18

– In These Times - Features - Israel's Gadfly: Haaretz’s Gideon Levy bucks Israeli media to 

report on Palestinian suffering, Robert Hirschfield, September 4, 2009 – 

http://inthesetimes.com/article/4755/israels_gadfly/, read 14/5/18

– Insitute for Historical Review: A Successful Visit to Iran, Mark Weber, October 2012 – 

http://ihr.org/news/sept12ihrupdate, read 3/9/18

– Institute for Historical Review – How Relevant is Holocaust Revisionism?, Mark Weber, 

January 7 2009 – http://www.ihr.org/weber_revisionism_jan09.html, read 3/9/18

– International Holocaust Rememberance Alliance: Working Definition of Antisemitism – 

h  ttps://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-antisemitism, read 10/10/18

– Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Declaration of Establishment of State of Israel – 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/foreignpolicy/peace/guide/pages/declaration%20of

%20establishment%20of%20state%20of%20israel.aspx, read 13/10/18

– Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs: Denial of the Holocaust and Immoral Equivalence: An 

Interview with Deborah Lipstadt, No. 11, August 1, 2003 – http://www.jcpa.org/phas/phas-

11.htm, read 3/9/18

– Jerusalem Post, The: German Politicians, Media outraged over Leftists anti-Israel 

'Toiletgate', Benjamin Weinthal, November 15, 2014 – https://www.jpost.com/In-

Jerusalem/German-politicians-media-outraged-over-leftists-anti-Israel-Toiletgate-381883, 

read 10/5/18

– Jerusalem Post, The: ICC Won't Hesitate to Probe Alleged Israeli War Crimes if Law 

Demands, Yonah Jeremy Bob, May 22 2018 – https://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-

Conflict/Palestinian-Authority-takes-Israel-to-task-at-ICC-over-alleged-war-crimes-558048,

read 20/9/18
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– Jerusalem Post, The: New Holocaust Education Program in Israel to Start in Kindergarden, 

Lidar Gravé-Lazi, 24 April 2014 – https://www.jpost.com/National-News/New-Holocaust-

education-program-in-Israel-to-start-in-kindergarten-350335, read 16/10/18

– Jerusalem Post, The: Official: Israel Capable of Unilateral Strike on Iran, If US Not 

Committed, August 6 2013, Jpost.com staff – https://www.jpost.com/Iranian-

Threat/News/Official-Israel-capable-of-unilateral-strike-on-Iran-if-US-not-committed-

322182, read 10/10/18

– Jewish Agency, The: The Law of Return – http://www.jewishagency.org/first-

steps/program/5131, read 13/10/18

– Jewish Daily Ideas: Leibowitz at 110, Jeffrey Saks, February 11 2013 – 

http://www.jewishideasdaily.com/5927/features/leibowitz-at-110/, read 6/5/2018

– Jewish Virtual Library: Basic Laws of Israel: Nazis and Nazi Collaborators (Punishment) 

Law (1950) – https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/nazis-and-nazi-collaborators-punishment-

law-1950, read 20/9/18

– Jewish Virtual Library – Demographics of Israel: Population of Israel/Palestine (1553 – 

Present) - http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/population-of-israel-palestine-1553-present, 

read 10/5/2018

– Jewish Virtual Library: Holocaust Denial: A Brief History, Ben. S. Austin – 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/a-brief-history-of-holocaust-denial, read 3/9/18

– Jewish Virtual Library: Immigration to Israel: Total Immigration, by Year - 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/total-immigration-to-israel-by-year, read 9/12/17

– Jewish Virtual Library: PREVENTION OF INFILTRATION (OFFENCES AND 

JURISDICTION) LAW 1954 (5714) – 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/1954law.pdf, read 11/10/18

– Jewish Virtual Library: – The Iron Wall, November 4, 1923, Jabotinsky, Vladimir Ze'ev – 

Jewishvirtuallibrrary.org – http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-the-iron-wall-quot, read 

11/05/18

– Karsh, Efraim: Rewriting Israel's History, Middle East Quarterly, Volume 3, Number 2 – 

https://www.meforum.org/articles/other/rewriting-israel-s-history, read 12/5/2018

– Knesset.gov – Basic Laws – http://knesset.gov.il/description/eng/eng_mimshal_yesod.htm, 

read 13/10/18

– Mearsheimer, John's comments, In Defense of Academic Freedom, conference held at the 
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University of Chicago, October 12 2007, transcript – 

http://mearsheimer.uchicago.edu/pdfs/T0003.pdf, read 3/1/18

– Middle East Eye: The 43 times US has used veto power against UN resolutions on Israel, 

Editorial staff, 19 December 2017 – https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/42-times-us-has-

used-its-veto-power-against-un-resolutions-israel-942194703, read 10/10/18

– Mint Press News : Anti-Semittism as a Sword: Aggressive Tactics on Israel's Behalf May 

Threaten All Jews, Ian Berman, September 28, 2018 – https://www.mintpressnews.com/anti-

semitism-as-a-sword-aggressive-tactics-on-israels-behalf-may-threaten-all-jews/250015/, 

read 6/10/18

– Mint Press News: Thousands of Israelis Take To The Streets Calling For Palestinian 

Genocide, Whitney Webb, October 6 2016 – https://www.mintpressnews.com/thousands-

israelis-take-streets-calling-palestinian-genocide/221168/, read 19/10/18

– National Public Radio: The Risks Of Normalizing The So-Called Alt-Right, Deborah Lipstadt

interviewed by Lakshmi Singh, November 27 2016 – 

https://www.npr.org/2016/11/27/503520818/the-risks-of-normalizing-the-so-called-alt-right?

t=1539964232378, read 14/10/18

– New Republic, The: The failure of Israel's «New Historians» to Explain War and Peace, the

Past is not a Foreign Country, Anita Shapira, 12. January 2000 – 

http://ontology.buffalo.edu/smith/courses01/rrtw/Shapira.htm, read 22/9/18

– New Republic, The: The Liar as Hero, Benny Morris, March 17, 2011 – 

https://newrepublic.com/article/85344/ilan-pappe-sloppy-dishonest-historian, read 18/9/18

– New York Times, The: A Tale of Two Holocausts, Omer Bartov, August 6 2000 – 

https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/00/08/06/reviews/000806.06bartovt.ht

ml, read 3/9/18

– New York Times, The: Israeli Who Revealed Nuclear Secrets Is Freed, Greg Myre, April 21 

2004 – https://www.nytimes.com/2004/04/21/international/middleeast/israeli-who-revealed-

nuclear-secrets-is-freed.html, read 10/10/18

– New York Times, The: Netanyahu's Iran Blunder, Roger Cohen, September 24 2012 – 

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/25/opinion/roger-cohen-Netanyahus-Iran-Blunders.html, 

read 10/10/18

– New York Times, The: Using Bombs to Stave Off War, Benny Morris, July 18, 2008 – 

h  ttps://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/18/opinion/18morris.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=Benny
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%20Morris%5C&st=cse&oref=slogin, read 31/8/18

– New York Review of Books, The: Ur-Fascism, Umberto Eco, June 22, 1995 – 

https://www.nybooks.com/articles/1995/06/22/ur-fascism/, read 11/10/18

– OpenDemocracy: Activism and political organising in academia: a conversation with Ilan 

Pappé, 11 October 2017,  Ilan Pappé interviewed  by Carol Que – 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/ilan-pappe-carol-que/activism-and-political-organising-in-

academia-conversation-with-ilan-pappe, read 22/8/18

– Pew Research Center: 5 facts about U.S. Evangelical Protestants, Gregory A. Smith & 

David Masci, 1 March 2018 – http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/03/01/5-facts-

about-u-s-evangelical-protestants/, read 20/10/18

– Pew Research Center – Religion: American and Israeli Jews: Twin Portraits from Pew 

Research Center Surveys, 24/1/2017 – http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/08/comparisons-

between-jews-in-israel-and-the-u-s/pf_2016-03-08_israel-02-10/, read 20/7/18

– Pew Research Center: Republicans and Democrats Grow Even Further Apart in Views of 

Israel, Netanyahu, 23 January 2018 – h  ttp://www.people-press.org/2018/01/23/republicans-

and-democrats-grow-even-further-apart-in-views-of-israel-palestinians/, read 25/10/18

– Reuters: Israel adopts divisive Jewish nation-state law, Maayan Lubell, July 19 2018 – 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-politics-law/israel-adopts-divisive-jewish-nation-

state-law-idUSKBN1K901V, read 13/10/18

– Southern Poverty Law Center: Mark Weber – https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-

hate/extremist-files/individual/mark-weber, read 3/9/18

– Suchar, Chuck: Dean of DePaul University, March 22, 2007: The Suchar Memorandum – 

http://english.sxu.edu/sites/kirstein/archives/680, read 3/1/18

– Taki's Magazine: The Conservative Write, Richard Spencer, August 6 2008 – 

http://takimag.com/article/the_conservative_write/#axzz4JRcIyz7D, read 14/10/18

– The Internet Movie Database – The Greatest Story Never Told (2013) – 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3526810/, read 16/10/18

– Times of Israel: Nearly Half of Jewish Israelis want to expel Arabs, survey shows, Marissa 

Newman, 8 March 2016 – https://www.timesofisrael.com/plurality-of-jewish-israelis-want-

to-expel-arabs-study-shows/, read 20/10/28

– True Torah Jews: Is Jerusalem the Capital of the Jewish People? Yaakov Shapiro, 4 August 

2017 – https://www.natruna.eu/en/news/all/rabbi-yaakov-shapiro-is-jerusalem-the-capital-
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of-t, read 18/10/18

– UiO - Forskningmagasinet Apollon - Portretter: Nils Butenschøn: Forskeren som ble 

vaktbikkje, 2002 – https://www.apollon.uio.no/portretter/2002/portrett.html, read 6/5/2018

– UN News: Gaza could become uninhabitable in less than five years due to ongoing ‘de-

development’, 1 September 2015 – https://news.un.org/en/story/2015/09/507762-gaza-

could-become-uninhabitable-less-five-years-due-ongoing-de-development-un, read 10/10/18

– UN News: International Court of Justice finds Israeli barrier in Palestinian territory illegal,

9 July 2004 – https://news.un.org/en/story/2004/07/108912-international-court-justice-finds-

israeli-barrier-palestinian-territory-illegal, read 10/10/18

– University of Exeter: Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies: Professor Ilan Pappé – 

https://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/staff/pappe/, read 18/9/18

– United Nations General Assembly: Resolution 181 text – 

https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/7F0AF2BD897689B785256C330061D253, 

read 13/10/18

– United Nations General Assembly Human Rights Council: Human Rights in Palestine and 

Other Occupied Arab Territories: Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the

Gaza Conflict – https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/12session/A-HRC-

12-48.pdf  , read 10/10/18

– United Nations Security Council > 7853rd Meeting, 23 December 2016: Israel’s Settlements

Have No Legal Validity, Constitute Flagrant Violation of International Law, Security 

Council Reaffirms – https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm, read 10/10/18

– U.S. Department of State: Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty – 

https://www.state.gov/t/isn/npt/, read 10/10/18

– United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Holocaust Enecyclopedia: Jewish Councils 

(Judenraete) – https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005265  #, read 

9/12/17

– UNSCOP United Nations Special Committee on Palestine, Report to the General Assembly, 

1947, population data – 

https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/07175DE9FA2DE563852568D3006E10F3, 

read 9/12/17

– USA Today: Pittsburgh Synagogue Shooting: What we know, questions that remain, Ashley 

May & Josh Hafner, October 29 2018 – https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-
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now/2018/10/29/pittsburgh-synagogue-shooting-what-we-know/1804878002/, read 

31/10/18

– Yad Vashem: Aktion 1005 – http://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-

%205721.pdf, read 3/9/18

– Yad Vashem: Judenrat – http://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-

%206389.pdf, read 11/5/2018

– Yad Vashem: Setting the Record Straight, 21 October 2015, Dina Porat – 

https://www.yadvashem.org/blog/setting-the-record-straight.html, read 11/10/18

– Yale Law School – The Avalon Project: Documents in Law, History and Diplomacy – 

Hamas Covenant 1988, The Covenant of the Islamic Resistance Movement, 18 August 1988 

– http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/hamas.asp, read 10/5/18

– Yale Law School – The Avalon Project: Documents in Law, History and Diplomacy: British 

White Paper of 1939 –   http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/brwh1939.asp, read 15/5/18

Video

– Christinson, Kathleen: "The U.S.-Israeli Partnership and the Impact on Palestine" at St. 

Mark's Cathedral in Seattle, Washington,  February 19, 2010 – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4zj5VukBDA&t=1943, timestamped link, read 

11/10/18

– Hanson, Kenneth: The Holocaust Video Project: Holocaust Denial, University of Central 

Florida – http://stars.library.ucf.edu/holocaustvideoproject/6/, read 3/9/18

– Hilberg, Raul & Finkelstein, Norman on Democracy Now, May 9 2007: interview with Raul

Hilberg, transcript and video- 

https://www.democracynow.org/2007/5/9/it_takes_an_enormous_amount_of, read 3/9/18

– Lipstadt, Deborah: The Eichmann Trial, public lecture Herman P. and Sophia Taubman 

Endowed Symposia in Jewish Studies, July 2011 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=5LZ9Gen6GHs&t=504, timestamped link, read 12/10/18

– Morris, Benny on Russia Today: Crosstalk, May 22 2010: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=qTWxfdVHJWU&t=812, timestamped link, read 31/8/18
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– Segev, Tom: Inargual lecture for the 28th annual Holocaust Memorial Week, 6 May 2014, 

Oregon State University. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOV9BVlXEyk&t=2801, 

timestamped link, read 12/10/18

– Weber, Mark; debate with Michael Shermer – https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=7xB73Pg4_08&t=411, timestamped link, read 3/9/18

124

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xB73Pg4_08&t=411
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xB73Pg4_08&t=411
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOV9BVlXEyk&t=2801

