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Reptiles of Nebraska. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. vi + 
158 pp.). Research from Wisconsin and throughout most of its 
range indicates an active period from mid-April to October (Vogt 
1981. Natural History of Amphibians and Reptiles of Wisconsin. 
Milwaukee Public Museum. 205 pp.; Ernst and Ernst 2003, op. 
cit.). The earliest prior state record was collected on 4 June 1983 
in Merrick County, 0.8 km S, 13.7 km E of Palmer, Nebraska (Uni-
versity of Nebraska State Museum ZM#8580). The latest specimen 
collection date for O. vernalis in Nebraska was 15 October 2011 
from Phelps County (Geluso 2012. Collinsorum 1:3–6). 
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PANTHEROPHIS ALLEGHANIENSIS (Eastern Ratsnake). FOR-
AGING. Pantherophis alleghaniensis are well-known predators of 
birds and their eggs (DeGregorio et al 2014. J. Avian Biol. 45:325–
333). Some birds incorporate snake sheds into the construction 
of their nests, the function of which is not entirely clear (Medlin 
and Risch 2006. Condor 108:963–965; Trnka and Prokop 2011. 
Ibis 153:627–630).

We documented predation of a Thryothorus ludovicianus 
(Carolina Wren) nest containing a shed of a Coluber constrictor 
(Racer) by a P. alleghaniensis. The nest was located inside the 
carport of a private residence in Alachua County, Florida, USA 
(29.658926°N, 82.379202°W; WGS 84), in a folded lawn chair (Fig. 
1A). The nest was discovered on 16 March 2016, the first egg laid 
on 26 March, and the 4th and final egg laid on 29 March. The 
snake shed was added between 19 March and 14 April, when the 
eggs hatched (Fig. 1B; T. ludovicianus often adds nest material, 
including shed snake skins, after incubation has begun; Haggerty 
and Morton 2014. In P. G. Rodewald [ed.], The Birds of North 
America. Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. DOI: 
10.2173/bna.188). The predation event occurred on 16 April at 
ca. 2030 h, consistent with the idea that P. alleghaniensis often 
depredate bird nests after dark (DeGregorio et al. 2015. Ethology 
121:1225–1234).

Most sheds incorporated into bird nests and identified were 
from widespread, generalist species such as P. alleghaniensis, 
C. constrictor, C. flagellum (Coachwhip), and Thamnophis sp. 
(gartersnakes); Miller and Lanyon 2014. In P. G. Rodewald [ed.], 
The Birds of North America. Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, 
New York. DOI: 10.2173/bna.300), not to snake-eating specialists 
like Lampropeltis; thus, there is no obvious mechanism by 
which this adaptation might deter snake predators. Instead, 
because snake sheds contain skin-derived semiochemicals used 
as pheromones for communication (Mason and Parker 2010. J. 
Comp. Physiol. A 196:729–749) and snake sheds in active bird 
nests deteriorate much more slowly than those in artificial nests 
(Medlin and Risch, op. cit.), it is possible that P. alleghaniensis 
and other nest-depredating snakes could use olfactory as well 
as visual cues to locate nests that contact snake sheds (Mullin 
and Cooper 1998. Am. Midl. Nat. 140:397–401). The possible risk 
of providing chemical cues to snake predators suggests that the 
benefits to birds of incorporating snake sheds into their nests 
must be substantial.
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PHILODRYAS CHAMISSONIS (Chilean Green Racer). DIET. 
Philodryas chamissonis is a medium-sized, oviparous, diurnal 
and predominantly terrestrial colubrid. It is endemic to Chile 
and is usually found in dry and warm environments such as 
grasslands and rocky slopes (Demangel 2016. Reptiles en Chile. 
Fauna Nativa Ediciones. 619 pp.). Philodryas chamissonis has a 
generalist diet, including different taxa of small vertebrates, but 
particularly lizards (Sepulveda et al. 2006. Herpetol. Rev. 37:224–
225; Machado-Filho 2015. Master’s Thesis, Paulista State Univer-
sity, São José do Rio Preto, São Paulo State, Brazil. 99 pp.). Here, 
we report predation by P. chamissonis upon Liolaemus tenuis 
(Thin Tree Lizard), a small, diurnal, and predominantly arboreal 
lizard (Demangel, op. cit.).

Fig. 1. A) Nest of Thryothorus ludovicianus (Carolina Wren) shortly 
after depredation by Pantherophis alleghaniensis (Eastern Ratsnake). 
B) Nest of Thryothorus ludovicianus (Carolina Wren) constructed 
with shed skin of Coluber constrictor (Racer). Identification of the 
shed was based on geography, size, and the presence of unkeeled 
dorsal scales.
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Around noon on 31 December 2012, ES-L found an adult P. 
chamissonis ingesting an adult male L. tenuis on leaf litter under 
the creeper plant Dioscorea brachybotrya (Fig. 1). The observa-
tion was made in a garden of a house located in Río Blanco, Los 
Andes, Valparaiso Province, Chile (32.9106°S, 70.3059°W, WGS 84; 
1429 m elev.). The lizard was being ingested by the head, with 
its limbs and body still exposed, and its tail was partially autoto-
mized. A few minutes after being spotted, the snake released the 
lizard and escaped. To our knowledge this is the first record of P. 
chamissonis preying on L. tenuis, despite these two species being 
sympatric along most of their geographical distributions in Chile 
(Demangel, op. cit.). Philodryas chamissonis and L. tenuis are 
mostly terrestrial and arboreal, respectively, and the observed 
predatory event may reflect the flexibility in the microhabitat use 
by both species.
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PYTHON MOLURUS (Indian Rock Python). PREDATION. 
Python molurus is a very large pythonid snake found in southern 
Asia (Wallach et al. 2014. Snakes of the World: A Catalogue of 
Living and Extinct Species. CRC Press, Boca Raton, Florida. 1227 
pp.), ranging in size from ca. 60 cm at hatching to > 6 m as adults 
(Dorcas and Willson 2011. Invasive Pythons in the United States: 
Ecology of an Introduced Predator. University of Georgia Press, 
Athens. 156 pp.). Its close relative, P. bivittatus (Burmese Python; 
Jacobs et al. 2009. Sauria 31:5–11) has been introduced to 
southern Florida, USA (Dorcas and Willson, op. cit.) where they 
are occasionally eaten by Alligator mississippiensis (American 
Alligator). Documentation of predators of P. molurus in its native 
range is almost non-existent (Dorcas and Willson, op. cit.). 
Krishna (2002. Herpetol. Rev. 33:141) reported two instances of 
predation by Ophiophagus hannah (King Cobra). Other known 
sources of mortality in the wild are trampling by ungulates and 
attempting to consume Hystrix indica (Indian Porcupine), as well 

as possibly predation by Canis aureus (Golden Jackal), Hyena 
hyena (Striped Hyena), large eagles (Aquila spp.), and predation 
of the eggs by Varanus bengalensis (Bengal Monitor Lizard; 
Bhupathy and Vijayan 1989. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 86:381–
387). Here we report two records of predation on P. molurus by 
Spilornis cheela (Crested Serpent Eagle), a medium-sized bird of 
prey found in forests across tropical Asia.

At 0808 h on 27 December 2011, two of us (VKG and BG) 
saw and photographed a ca. 1.5-m P. molurus being eaten by 
an S. cheela at Dudhwa National Park, Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar 
Pradesh, India (28.49948°N, 80.79961°W; WGS 84), ca. 2.5 km S 
of the border with Nepal. The S. cheela was perched on a tree 
branch ca. 4–5 m above the ground at a distance of ca. 45 m (Fig. 
1A). The mahout driving our elephant maneuvered us within 6 m 
of the S. cheela, which continued to feed calmly on the P. molurus 

Fig. 1. Philodryas chamissonis preying on Liolaemus tenuis at a hu-
man settlement in the locality of Río Blanco, Los Andes, Valparaiso’s 
Province, Chile. The red arrow indicates the partial automization of 
the lizard’s tail.

Fig. 1. Python molurus predation by Crested Serpent Eagles (Spilor-
nis cheela) in India: A) Dudhwa National Park, Uttar Pradesh; and B) 
Ranthambore Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan.
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