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Summary 
 

Between 12.08 – 27.08.2013, a grave mound at Rom Mellem was partially excavated by 

the means of test trenching in order to investigate its nature and character as a possible 

ship burial. The results of the test trenching repudiated this, in addition to confirming that 

the central burial had been heavily subjected to disturbance due to the later construction 

of a potato cellar. The potato cellar was bordered by a stone wall alignment of which 

undisturbed parts could belong to a central burial chamber. However, this investigation 

did not allow further excavations beyond the limited trench, which would have been 

necessary to clarify the relationship of the potato cellar and the possible intact remains of 

a central burial chamber. 

 

Intact contextual phases of the burial mound were identified, such as a substantial stone 

layer overlying two possible cremation patches, in addition to a relict intermixed plough 

soil with iron concretion and a layer with ard-marks. Also, a sizable circular ring ditch 

containing a charcoal layer, suggest a secondary burning activity associated with the 

burial.  

 

C14-analysis of the possible cremation patch in the N profile of the trench extension, 

have supplied a date range between 180-190 AD, 250-340 calAD (1770±30 uCal), which 

places the activity to the Roman Period. This is additionally confirmed by another C14-

analysis of the charcoal layer in the ring ditch, which places the burning activity to 80-
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240 calAD (1850±30 uCal). This was further supported by finds of coarse-grained pottery 

in the layer. In sum, C14-results place the mound to belong to the Roman period.     
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Preliminary results from an archaeological 
investigation at 

ROM MELLEM, 113/106, TØNSBERG K., VESTFOLD  

 

 

2 BACKGROUND AND INITIATIVE OF THE INVESTIGATION 

 

The investigation of the burial mound is an initiative of and a subproject concerning 

relevant issues of the research project «Gokstad Revitalized» (GOREV), which is 

managed by Professor Jan Bill at the Museum of Cultural History (hereafter MCH) and is 

a part of the University of Oslo. GOREV aims to utilize the untapped research-potential 

of the Gokstad ship burial, by exploring the landscape setting of the grave, including the 

possibility of undiscovered ship burials in the surrounding landscape. The main objective 

of GOREV is to highlight various power structures and the political development of 

social landscape during the Viking Age.  

 

This subproject is purposive developed with the intention of exploring the possibilities of 

unknown ship burials or if these burials are in fact as rare as suggested by the 

archaeological material of today. An important key issue is to investigate prospected 

burial mounds, which are unexcavated and fulfill certain criteria of having characteristic 

in topography, geology and construction. As such, ID140556 has the necessary and 

relevant data in being a possible ship burial.  

 

The initiative was graciously funded by the Executive Owner of Fram Shipping LDT., 

Per Arneberg, and made possible through the collaboration with the Department of 

Heritage at Vestfold Municipal County (hereafter VFK),  Vienna Institute of 

Archaeological Science at the University of Vienna and the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 

of Archaeological Prospection and Virtual Archaeology in Vienna (LBI).   

 

It must be stressed that the current investigation is only a preliminary examination and 

the results from the test trenching of 2013 will act as an advisory rapport as to which 

action to take in regards to the preservation and cultural management of the burial mound 

at Rom Mellem
1
.    

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 The location of the burial mound has previously been referred to as Rom Vestre 113/106 and Rom Vestre 

Søndre. However, the correct farmunit of which the mound belongs to is Rom Mellem 113/6. 

(http://www.seeiendom.no). The correct information has been updated in Askeladden (National Heritage 

Database). 

http://www.seeiendom.no/
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2.1 PRIOR INVESTIGATIONS 

 

The burial mound (ID140556) was initially observed in an aerial photo in 1990 and 

repeatedly in the years of 1993-1995. Then, the burial mound protruded from the 

surrounding agricultural landscape in the shape of a circular crop-mark with reduced 

growth, enclosed by an exterior circular crop-mark of condensed growth. The 

circumference of the crop-mark area measured approximately 40 m.       

 

The MCH and VFK undertook an archaeological survey of the area in 2001. The survey 

revealed a nucleated zone of large, sharply-edged stones directly beneath the turf horizon. 

The natural conditions of the surrounding soil are silty-sand/silty light clay. A 12x1 m N-

S oriented testing trench was placed in the NØ part of the burial mound. The trench 

revealed a dense compacted core of stones in addition to the faint trace of an exterior 

ditch. The preliminary results confirmed that the area contained the remnants of an 

eroded and partly destroyed burial mound, due to the extensive cultivation in the area.  

 

In 2003, under assignment from MCH, the AAGL Germany/Universität Kiel (Allied 

Associates Geophysical Ltd.) performed a geophysical prospection of the area, by the use 

of magnetometry and geophysical prospection. The results indicated magnetic anomalies 

in the subsurface in an area of 15m in diameter, which represented the nucleated core of 

the burial mound, running up to 30 m in diameter including the exterior ring ditch of the 

barrow. The geophysical survey also picked up a magnetic anomaly in the center of the 

mound, which appeared as an elongated oval shape in the prospection data. The 

interpretation of the data suggested that the mound could contain the remnants of a 

boat/ship and thus be a so-called ship burial. The prospection data also demonstrated that 

the burial mound had been exposed to recent disturbance, suggested by a possible robber-

pit in the central area of the mound.  

 

In 2004, through collaborative work by MCH and VFK, soil core samples were taken in 

the N, NW and S in the mound. The cores did not reveal any organic material in the form 

of residual wood, but the samples demonstrated that the subsoil consisted of marine clay. 

This type of soil retains a stable level of moisture and density, which discourages 

oxidation and contains good characteristics for the preservation of organic material. A 

fragment of Iron Age pottery was found in the topsoil-level in one of the cores.  

 

In 2009 and 2012, extensive geophysical investigations were carried out in the area. The 

area was surveyed by aerial LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) scanning in 2009. 

Results suggested that the burial mound had a circumference of 40 meters in diameter. 

Collaborative work by the LBI, NIKU and VFK in 2012 resulted in a more intensive and 

detailed geophysical prospection of the burial mound and its immediate surroundings. 

High-resolution scans indicated that the SW part of the burial mound was damaged and 

partly removed, in addition to the existence of a more extensive and intrusive modern 

drainage system than previously thought. The data indicated that the exterior 

circumference of the burial mound was approximately 36 m. 
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2.2 THE AIM OF THE CURRENT INVESTIGATION 

 

The purpose of this initiative is to determine the character of the burial mound, in 

addition to collect datable material for assessing the age of its construction. Today, 

Vestfold Municipal County provides compensation to the landowner to uphold 

cultivation restrictions of the immediate area surrounding the burial mound, which is not 

a satisfactory permanent solution for either of the parties involved.  

 

In addition to determining a strategic protection plan of the monument, the current survey 

and excavation was carried out with the intent of developing and exploring new 

methodological approaches to excavating large monuments, such as burial mounds. 

 

Through conjoined efforts of exploring intrusive and non-intrusive archaeological 

methods, the preliminary excavation determined the character of the burial mound and its 

phases of construction and disturbances.        

 

The current excavation was conducted as a partial investigation of the subsurface in a 

testing trench placed in a strategic location of the burial mound. The National Heritage 

Directorate granted the permission of the investigation of an area up towards 60 m
2 

of the 

burial mound, which allows the objectives of the initiative to be fulfilled (cf. Bill 2013).   

             

3 PARTICIPANTS, TIMEFRAME OF WORK CONDUCTED  

 
Name Position Period No. of days 

Jan Bill Project Manager  1 

Jessica Leigh McGraw Field Supervisor 12.08-27.08 12 

Petra Sneidhofer Consultant, LBI 13.08-23.08 9 

Magnar Mojaren Gran Field Assistant 12.08-23.08 12 

Julie Øhre Askjem Vestfold Municipal County 12.08-27.08 12 

Christer Tonning Vestfold Municipal County 12.08-27.08 10 

Terje Gansum Vestfold Municipal County 13.08-26.08 10 

Lars Gustavsen NIKU 26.08-28.08 2 

Jan Fredrik Pettersen Operator, Mechanical Excavator, 

Fredrik Pettersen  

12.08-27.08 12 

Mikael A. Bjerkestrand Vestfold Municipal County 20.08-21.08 1 

In total 81 

 

 

4 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND VISITORS  

The initiative received substantial media coverage, through the local newspaper Tønsberg 

Blad, publicity on the Internet and tv-broadcasts by local NRK-crew of Tønsberg, under 

the following headlines:  

http://www.nrk.no/vestfold/ligger-det-et-skip-under-steinene_-1.11179490 

http://www.nrk.no/vestfold/fant-gull-i-gravhaug-1.11186588 

http://www.nrk.no/vestfold/ligger-det-et-skip-under-steinene_-1.11179490
http://www.nrk.no/vestfold/fant-gull-i-gravhaug-1.11186588
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http://www.tb.no/kultur/dette-er-en-del-av-gamet-1.8039889 

http://www.vfk.no/Aktuelt/Arkiv-2013/Apner-gravhaug/ 

http://www.vfk.no/Aktuelt/Arkiv-2013/Gullfunn-pa-Rom/ 

 

5 SURROUNDING ARCHAEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE 

 

The burial mound at Rom Mellem is located approximately 150 meters S of the main 

building at the farmstead. It is also situated c. 1700 meters N of the Oseberg ship burial 

(ID61845), which is located within the same valley. The burial mound is situated on the 

western side of and close to the river Slagenbekken, which runs through the valley, past 

the Oseberg mound, which is to be found on its eastern side. 

 

 

 

Fig. 1: Extracts of map (t.l) showing the location of the Rom mound in relation to the 

Oseberg ship burial. Aerial view (t.r.) of the Rom mound, superimposed with a depth-

slice (40-45 cm) of the prospection data, its location in the surrounding landscape and 

the placement of the testing trenches of 2001 and 2013.  

 

http://www.tb.no/kultur/dette-er-en-del-av-gamet-1.8039889
http://www.vfk.no/Aktuelt/Arkiv-2013/Apner-gravhaug/
http://www.vfk.no/Aktuelt/Arkiv-2013/Gullfunn-pa-Rom/
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Several important and relevant archaeological sites dominate the landscape of Slagen. At 

Kaltvet (ID76844), directly 433 m to the SW, there is one certain burial mound and 

multiple possible ones. The burial mound at Kaltvet was excavated in 1914, but there is 

no record of any findings.  

 

An additional large burial site is situated at Rom Søndre (ID61689), located 710 m SE of 

the burial mound at Rom Mellem. This burial site consists of 26 small burial mounds, 

where ten of the burial mounds contain traces of robber-pits, suggested by depressions in 

the center of each one of them. Another small burial mound can be found 848 m to the 

south, at Rom Østre (ID22248). This burial mound also contains a central depression, 

which could indicate that the mound has been subjected to robbery.  

 

 

 

Fig. 2: Extract of map illustrating the immediate burial sites in relation to the burial 

mound id140556. Source: https://askeladden.ra.no/askeladden/ 

 

In sum, the surrounding landscape of the burial mound at Rom Mellem suggests the 

presence of a nucleated area of various burial sites, with the famous Oseberg ship burial 

as the most prominently known of in its archaeological landscape. 

 

6 PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT  

6.1  RELEVANT ISSUES – PRIORITIES  

The primary objective of the excavation was to find out if the burial mound of Rom 

Mellem was indeed a ship burial. According to the geophysical prospection, the data 

suggested an elongated oval anomaly situated in the middle of the mound. The anomaly 

was observed most prominently at a depth-slice of 40-45 cm below the surface of the 

topsoil. The GPR data indicated a disturbance of the burial mound. This disturbance 

initially was interpreted as a robber pit and can be seen on depth slice 40-50cm below 
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surface, where a seemingly denser, triangular area consisting of very strong reflections is 

visible from the south-western part towards the center of the burial mound (fig…).  As 

such, in addition to the main objective, it was also relevant to investigate the nature of the 

disturbance as well as understand and record its relation to the remaining intact mound.  

 

 

 
Fig. 3: GPR data at a depth slice of 40-45 cm below topsoil surface. Dark areas indicate strong 

reflections and white areas stand for absorption of the electromagnetic wave, while it is travelling through 

the subsurface. The red circle highlights a triangular-shaped strongly reflecting area, which was 

interpreted as a possible ship-burial.     
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Fig. 4:  GPR data superimposed with the interpretations by LBI.  

 

 

Today, the burial mound is visually protruding as a slight elevation from the surrounding 

terrain. From the flat surface of the topsoil to the south, the elevation measures 

approximately 1 m in height. To the north, the terrain has a gradual inclination towards a 

riverbed. The visibility of the remnants of the burial mound was better when facing north, 

as the gradual inclination enhanced the geometry of the elevated surface.  

 

As previously mentioned, the mound and its surrounding area had been subjected to 

extensive cultivation prior to 2001, which consequently had resulted in the periodical 

removal of a large number of stones belonging to the mound. The stones had been 

secondary deposited at a sharp inclination of an old riverbed 162 meters further east.  
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Fig. 5: Cf34745_158.JPG. Photo of the stones removed from continuously ploughing. Facing E.    

 

The slope contained a large number of stones. The exact number and weight of these was 

difficult to assess for mass-calculations, as the steepness of the incline was regarded as to 

unsafe for inspection.  

 

By consulting the results from the trench of 2001, in addition to assessing the GPR data 

and the interpretation of possible archaeological and topographic features in the subsoil, a 

strategic area for placing the test trench was chosen. The trench was placed as to include 

a section of the supposed robber pit and the elongated oval-shaped anomaly. The length 

of the trench was 25 meters and included the boundary of the circular ring ditch.  
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Fig 6: Map showing the proposed location of the trench in relation to the GPR data and the trench from 

2001outlined in red. 

 

6.2 INVESTIGATIVE METHODS 

 

The excavation was conducted single-context recording in accord with according to 

stratigraphic principals (Harris: 1979). All archaeological units, such as interfaces and 

deposits, were excavated in relation to their correct stratigraphic sequence. The result of 

the recording is presented in a matrix in Ch. 7.  

 

The excavation was photo-documented with a digital SLR camera, NIKON D60, and 

photos are stored in the digital photo-archive at MCH, under the assigned negative-

number Cf.34745. Finds and scientific samples have been stored digitally under 

C59155/1-… in the Object Database at MCH.  

 

A 15-tonn excavator with a tilt-rotator, claw and grading bucket was used during the 

excavation.  

 

Additionally, all archaeological surfaces were scanned by using a RIEGL LMS VZ‐ 400 

terrestrial laser scanner. The resulting 3D point clouds were stored at the LBI for further 

data processing
2
.   

 

For topographic surveying and GIS-recording, a Trimble R6 RTK GPS with a CPOS 

subscription was used. The recorded units were then transferred and imported into the 

                                                 
2
 The surveyed GIS data and the scanned units do not have an exact correlation. There is an offset in data 

appr. 0,5 SE. 
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documentation system Intrasis (Explorer 2.1/Analysis 1.2) for subsequent processing and 

analysis. ESRI ArcMap 10 was used for further data processing, analysis and publication 

to meet the standards required. The data-stream from GPS to Intrasis software occurs 

when the measured points are stored as Trimble RAW files on the controller, version 

Trimble TSC3. During the transfer of data, they are converted to an Intrasis RAW format 

before being exported into the respective Intrasis project database on the PC.  

 

The export takes place via cable from the controller to the PC. Further processing and 

analysis of the Intrasis data is conducted by using ESRI ArcMap 10. The map data is 

placed according to an actual coordinate system UTM/WGS84 zone 32N, and stored in 

an ESRI geodatabase format for delivery and storage at the Documentation Unit 

(DigDok) at MCH. In addition, the respective Intrasis project is delivered to the same 

authority for storage and potential re-distribution. 

 

6.3 EXCAVATION – PROGRESS AND PROCEDURES 

 

A NW-SE oriented test trench was placed in the SE area of the burial mound. The trench 

measured 25 x 3 meters. Additionally, a small extension was placed to the N and E of the 

main trench, which measured c. 4 x 2 meters.The trench was situated to include a section 

of the elongated anomaly and the possible robber-pit, running to the exterior ring ditch.   

 

All units were excavated stratigraphically in the reversed order of their deposition. The 

greatest dimension of every unit – the boundary polygon – was recorded using a total 

station, while top and bottom surface was documented with a 3D Laserscanner. The 

resulting three-dimensional volumes of every unit will enable a virtual reconstruction of 

the entire excavated – and thereby destroyed – investigation area. In order to give a more 

realistic appearance, all units will be textured using georeferenced photographs taken 

from every unit’s top surface.  

 

Large boulders were removed by the excavator with a claw and each layer with a grading 

bucket. All the profiles were cleaned and documented, either by scanning or photography. 

A selection of these were drawn technically and digitalized. These are included in the 

appendix (Ch. 11.9).  

 

7 RESULTS OF PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS 

7.1 CONTEXTS AND UNITS 

Three main archaeological contexts were observed during the excavation of the trench. 

These are the recent disturbance, original burial mound and the ring ditch. Several units 

were identified belonging to these contexts. These are presented in a table in the appendix 

(Ch. 12.1) 

 

7.1.1 BURIAL MOUND  

Upon initial removal of the topsoil, a dense and very compact stone layer was exposed.   
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This layer was disturbed in the western part of the trench and thus confirmed the 

prospection data as being a possible robber-pit. This area was characterized by loose soil 

intermixed with angular stones. It thus contrasted with the very dense stone-layer. 

Surface cleaning of this area also produced small pieces of modern tile and iron nails, 

which confirmed that the area was disturbed fairly recently. The supposed area of 

disturbance was easily visible, yet the extent of it was greater than anticipated.  

 

    
Fig. 7: Cf34745_012.JPG  (t.l). Stone-layer as seen facing east. Cf34745_49.JPG (t.r). Overview of the 

stone layer and the exterior ring ditch of the mound upon removal of topsoil. The enclosure is clearly 

visible in both photos. 

 

The stone layer seemed to be more compact between the disturbed area and the exterior 

stones. It is possible that this area represents the nucleated core of the mound.  

 

Subsequently, following single-context procedures, the removal of the stone-layer 

revealed that only the first constructional phase of the mound was intact. The stones 

seemed to be uniform and consisted of larger, round-edged boulders in contrast to the 

smaller angular ones in the disturbed area. In addition, the soil surrounding the stone 

layer was very compressed and dense, making troweling and cleaning the surfaces more 

time-consuming.     

 

Through further investigation, it became evident that the stones had sealed the initial 

surface upon which the burial mound had been constructed. In addition, it also sealed two 

areas of a patchy charcoal-layer, where one was exposed in the central area of the trench 

(AL939) and the other was observed in the N-profile of the N-E extension of the main 

trench. The latter was closer to the central core of the burial mound.  
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Fig. 8: Cf34745_087.JPG.  Overview of patchy charcoal layer (AL939) to the right.  

 

However, documentation and removal of this charcoal patch did not reveal any finds such 

as burned bones or ceramics. It was characterized as patchy and inconsistent, but covered 

an area which ran across the width of the trench and measured approximately 3 meters at 

its widest point. The boundaries of AL939 narrowed quite sharply towards the N of the 

trench and its widest point was at the southern profile of the trench. It is therefore likely 

that the layer was not exposed in total and extends further south.  

 

The additional charcoal patch had the same characteristics as AL939, was observed in the 

N profile of the extended trench. The additional charcoal-layer was only observed in the 

profile in this area and did not extend in towards the exposed surface of the trench. The 

trenching thus seemed to only have exposed the exterior boundary of the patchy charcoal 

layer in this area and it is likely that the layer has a further extension towards the north 

and east. 

 

The similar charcoal patches had the same stratigraphical sequence, both being sealed by 

the stone packing. Also, the charcoal patches were situated directly on top of the iron 

panning layer, which represents the preserved surface of the old topsoil pre-dating the 

construction of the burial mound.  
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Fig 9: Cf34745_222.JPG.  Section of the NE profile of the trench. The same patchy charcoal layer is 

observed. Micromorphology sample (PX1667) is taken of the layers in the profile. 

 

This layer (A1052) was characterized by the presence of significant iron panning, visible 

on the surface upon the removal of stones, in addition to being observed in sections of the 

profile of the trench. 

 

Interestingly, there were iron concretions surrounding the stones in the stone packing, 

both visible on the surface of AL1052 and through AL1059 to AL1235. Upon the 

removal of each stone, the iron concretion was seen as imprints after these in the layer. 

The occurrence of the iron pan is a result of natural conditions between the topsoil and 

drainage properties of the subsoil. The creation of such iron concretions is a slow process 

and is the result of a build-up of dissolved calcium carbonate and iron sulfide, which are 

soluable and deoxidized in water, then becomes oxidized when drained and precipitate 

into concretions (pers.com. Cannell & Sneidhofer). It occurs in areas where the build-up 

of water becomes trapped or the soil is temporarily saturated, and then drains or 

evaporates. Over time this results in a build-up of iron-rich concretion, which is present 

in this layer.  

 

The geological circumstances indicate that the stones were in an original position of 

deposition and the concretion, which can be seen as the outline of the stones, has 

accumulated over some time.  
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Fig.10: Cf34745_108.JPG  (t.l). Photo of AL1052. Greyish cultivation layer with a high content of iron 

concretions. Cf34745_140.JPG. (t.r) after removal of AL1052. The iron panning is seen following the 

outline of the removed stones. Photo of AL1235, layer with ard marks suggest cultivation activity prior to 

the construction of the burial mound.  

 

According to the principals of single-context recording, the last phase of occurrences to 

the burial mound was the possible robber-pit located in the center of the mound. As 

previously mentioned, this was identified early and characterized as loosely compacted, 

having small angular stones and modern inclusions, such as pieces of roof tile and iron 

nails. The supposed area of the disturbance was therefore partly excavated prior to the 

remaining undisturbed area of the mound. 

 

By using the N and W profiles of the main trench, the backfill of the disturbance was 

subsequently removed as the excavation progressed. When emptying the pit for disturbed 

material, it became clear that the modern disturbance was more intrusive to the 

stratigraphy of the mound than previously thought. The area of disturbance covered the 

entire width of the trench.  The intrusive cut of the disturbance was visible in the S- and 

W profiles of the trench.  
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Fig. 11: Cf34745_199.JPG. The photo shows that the original extent of the disturbance as a backfill of  

smaller angular stones seen to the right  in the photo. The greyish iron panning layer (AL1052) has a slight 

inclination towards the large stone boulder. This may be a cut associated to a possible central burial 

chamber. 

 

7.1.2 THE DISTURBANCE 

Following the removal of backfill debris, it was clear that the disturbance had a transverse 

cut, with an outwards angle. This meant that the area of the disturbance was of a larger 

circumference at a depth of c. 2 meters than it was at 1 meter.  

 

Covering the bottom of the disturbance was a layer of flat transversely laid wooden 

planks. When removed, the wooden planks sealed a thin layer of debris, consisting of 

sandy silt, woodchips, roof-tiling fragments and iron-nails, followed by a layer of 

horizontally placed wooden beams. 

 

It became evident that the center of the mound was disturbed by a wooden construction, 

which was thoroughly clarified by an elderly person visiting the site, who informed the 

investigative team that a potato-cellar had been dug into the burial mound during World 

War II. It seemed that the wooden beams and planks were situated quite firmly, possibly 

representing the wooden floor of the potato-cellar, which had collapsed and truncated, 

likely caused by structural instabilities.  

Supposed cut of modern disturbance 

Original cut for burial? 
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Fig.12: Cf34745_105.JPG. Backfill of the modern disturbance. Layer with wooden planks and  debris of 

modern tiles seen to the right.  

 
Fig. 13: Cf34745_115.JPG.  Wooden beams fitted vertically in the bottom of potato-cellar. 

However, the wooden beams and planks seem to have been fitted in situ and wedged in 

between the aligned stone boulders. This is supported by the occurrence of a thin layer 
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(A1127) with woodchips and sandy debris between the horizontal wooden planks and the 

vertical wooden beams. The layer also contained pieces of modern roof-tiles.  

 

 

 
Fig. 14:  Cf34745_126.JPG. Wooden beams found in the bottom of the potato-cellar. 

The beams were removed, in addition to further soil, to ensure that there was nothing 

preserved underneath the wooden flooring. Also, a metal-detecting search of the surface 

underneath the wooden beams did not reveal any signals and it became clear that the 

wooden layers flooring had been laid directly atop the sterile subsoil.  

 

As the area of disturbance was larger than previously anticipated, the main trench was 

extended to the N and W of the disturbed area caused by the potato-cellar, to see if the N-

S oriented stone wall extended further N. Also, the stratigraphy of the N-profile of the 

main trench suggested that the layers could be intact in this area, as they did not display 

any signs of disturbance and the extension of the backfill of the potato-cellar towards the 

N was fully exposed in the main trench.  

 

To summarize, the excavation in this area of the trench established the E boundary of the 

disturbance caused by the potato-cellar. By excavating an N-W extension in the 

immediate area, it enabled an assessment of possible intact and undisturbed stratigraphy 

of the burial mound close to its central core. It also allowed an evaluation of the nature of 

the exposed stone wall and if parts of this could be original.  

  

The extension measured 4 x 2 meters and covered an area of c. 6 m
2
.  
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Fig. 15: Cf34745_156.JPG.  Overview of the extension of the trench.  

 

The excavation followed the same procedure and the area proposed the same stratigraphy 

as in the undisturbed area of the mound in the main trench. One of the main differences 

was that the damage caused by the modern cultivation, as several stones seemed to have 

been removed through ploughing, leaving empty indentations in the stone layer.  

 

Upon the removal of the stone layer, the same layer of iron panning was observed, as 

well as a patchy charcoal area, as previously mentioned. One of the main aims of the 

extension was to figure out if and how much of the aligned stones could be original to a 

possible central burial.  

 

On the photo above (fig.. ), the N-S oriented part of the aligned stones at the bottom of 

the potato-cellar, seemed to limit the eastern extent of the potato-cellar. Some of the 

angular stones located in the backfill of the disturbance in the main trench, was also to be 

found sporadically in the extension. This seemed, however, only to be superficial and the 

occurrence of the angular stones might have been subjected by ploughing activity.  

 

The same layers were observed in the trench extension, following the stratigraphy of the 

main trench.  
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Fig. 16: Cf34745_173.JPG. Overview of the faced stone wall alignment in the center of the burial mound at 

the conjoint stratigraphic surface of the extension and the main trench. Direction: S. 

 

After documentation of the stone wall, the stones were removed in order to evaluate the 

stratigraphy behind the boulders. The stratigraphy behind the N-S oriented part of the 

stone wall was intact and did not seem to have been disturbed. If disturbed, a backfill of 

intermixed topsoil should have been found around the large boulders and in the exterior 

cracks and crevices of the stones. This was not the case. The N-S aligned boulders 

seemed to originally belong to a burial chamber, as well as a small section of the E-W 

oriented part of the aligned stones.  

 

This interpretation is further supported by the occurrence of the thin layer of woodchips 

and debris wedged in between the wooden planks and beams. The occurrence of this 

layer might suggest that the wooden planks and beams were fitted in situ to an already 

available space during the construction of the potato cellar. As such, it is possible that the 

N-S oriented part of the aligned stones belongs to an original burial chamber, which has 

been extended in the E-W oriented part.  

 

 



Rom Mellem 113/6, Tønsberg k.  Saksnr. 2013/8460 

 

  

 26 
Kulturhistorisk museum 

Arkeologisk seksjon 

 

 
Fig. 17: Cf34745_173.JPG. The alignment of the supposed original sections of faced stone wall is shown in 

red. The proposed  secondary  modern extension is shown in yellow.  

 

Also, this part of the stone wall has a slight convex curve in the western part (highlighted 

in yellow in fig..). The direction of the faced stone wall does not coincide with the overall 

alignment of the faced stone wall in this area. This could support the interpretation of that 

this section of the faced stone wall alignment is a recent addition. The direction of the 

faced stone wall does not coincide with the overall alignment of the faced stone wall in 

this area. 

 

However, the validity of this relation has to further investigated by exploring the southern 

boundary of the N-S oriented part of the faced stone wall alignment. This would also 

provide a better assessment of the supposed original cut for the burial chamber (see fig..). 

The relationship between the inclination of AL1052 and the faced stone wall alignment 

further south, could provide further information regarding this interpretation.     
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Fig. 18: Cf34745_175.JPG.  Photo of the eastern part of the profile in the extended trench upon  removal 

of the E-W oriented part of the stone wall. The layer seems to have a slight inclination.  

 

In addition, upon the removal of the E-W oriented section of the stone-walling, another 

layer was observed. This layer also had a slight inclination towards the center of the 

potato-cellar, but it did not have the same characteristics as the iron panning layer. This 

layer could be original to the burial mound, but as this layer was located in the W-profile 

of the trench and situated as part of the disturbance caused by the construction of the 

potato-cellar, it is difficult to know whether the layer is original to the construction phase 

of the burial mound or if it is resulted by the construction of the potato-cellar.  

 

The stratigraphy posed here was uncertain in context and the available space for test 

trenching had been exceeded, so the interpretation of the stratigraphy in this area cannot 

be clarified at this point. The correct stratigraphic sequence has to be clarified through 

further excavations. However, the mixture at the layer interfaces and the slightly washed 

out color suggest that the layer is not recent. Due to the amount of disturbance in this 

area, the context for scientific sampling of this layer was regarded as unsafe. The nature 

of this layer should therefore be clarified through further investigations.  

 

7.1.3 CIRCULAR RING DITCH 

The ring ditch was characterized as a slightly darker area, which covered the entire width 

of the trench. The ditch was situated c. 3 meters east of the boundary of the stone layer 

within the trench. The backfill of the ditch was darker, somewhat charcoal-flecked and 

seemed to retain more moisture than the surrounding soil.  
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Fig. 19: Cf34745_032.JPG. Overview of the circular ring ditch upon removal of topsoil. The boundary of 

the ditch is more clear in the S-part of the trench. The NW-corner of the ditch is subjected to some soil-

erosion from the burial mound. Direction: S. 

    
Fig. 20: Cf34745_047.JPG.Overview of the ring ditch facing W (t.l) and upon partial excavation. 

Direction:  E (t.r) (Cf34745_100.JPG). 
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During the excavation of the ditch, it became clear that the backfill was very compact. 

Also, the ditch proved to be deeper and more extensive than originally thought. The 

boundary of the ditch was not sharply visible, but seemed clearer in the exposed S-part in 

the trench and was sharper in the exterior boundary of the ditch.  

 

The soil was dense and consisted of dark grey clayey and sandy-silt, with some inclusions 

of charcoal (AL1334). During the removal of AL1334, a small concentration of charcoal 

and fire-cracked stones (AL1324) was exposed in the NW corner of the ditch, which 

resulted in the discovery of a few pieces of pottery (C59199/4).  

 

Upon attempts of the removal of this, it became clear that AL1324 expanded into 

AL1450, which was situated below AL1334. Thus, layer AL1324 turned out to be the 

topmost surface of AL1450, which was a charcoal layer underlying AL1334. The 

removal of the layer resulted in the discovery of several additional pieces of coarse-

grained pottery (C59155/5).  

 

 

 
Fig. 21: Cf34745_170.JPG. Overview of layer A1450 in the ring ditch. Direction: E.  

 

By further excavation of AL1450, small pieces of burned and vitrified clay were found 

(C59155/8), as well as six crucible-fragments (C59155/7). The layer also contained 

sporadically deposited fire-cracked stones, as well as a concentration of such (A1565) 

located in the N-part of the ditch (seen to the right in Fig..).  
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The charcoal-layer was consistent in its appearance throughout the excavated part of the 

exposed ditch. The subsoil underneath the layer did not show signs of high-temperature 

in situ burning, but the charcoal layer did not seem to be intermixed with other soil. Thus, 

it is not likely that A1450 is secondary deposited in the ditch and must have been burned 

in situ at a low temperature, such as an open fire of a short interval.  

 

It is highly likely that the charcoal layer is a result of burning activity associated with the 

main burial and construction of the mound. However, the occurrence of a small erosion-

layer (AL1412) in the NW part of the ditch, which directly overlies the charcoal layer, 

indicates that the ditch has remained open for some time after the activity associated with 

AL1450 occurred.   

 

8 FINDS 

During a metal-detecting search of the stone layer, a gold ring was found close to the 

exterior boundary of the layer. The ring was wedged in between two stones in mixed soil.  

 

  
Fig. 22: Cf34745_073.JPG. Gold ring (C59155/1) found in situ. 

In addition, a small number of pottery fragments of Early Iron Age-type were recovered 

during the excavation of AL1450 in the circular ring ditch. These are catalogued as 

C59155/4-5.   

 

Also, several iron nails and corroded iron pieces were found during the excavation. These 

were especially abundant in the disturbed area. However, upon closer inspection, the iron 

objects turned out to be modern and were discarded.  For more details of the finds, see 

Ch.11.3. 
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9 SCIENTIFIC SAMPLES, ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 

9.1 WOOD ANATOMICAL AND C14-RESULTS 

 

C. nr.
Sample 

no.
Context Layer

Total weight 

of sample (g)
Aanalyzed

Wood 

anatomical 

analysis

Lab.nr. Uncal. BP Cal. Date

C59155/11
PK1673

Circular ditch enclosure
A1450, 3C1671 6,3 x

3 Quercus and 7 

Betula Beta - 377750 1850±30 80-240 AD

C59155/12 PK1668

Charcoal layer underneath 

stone-packing of grave 

mound

From profile 

3C1657
2,1 x 4 Quercus and 6 

Betula Beta - 377749 1770±30

180-190 AD, 

250-340 AD

C59155/13 PK1677 Circular ditch enclosure A1450, 3C1675 6  
Table I: Overview of charcoal samples. Material provided for 

14
C-analysis is highlighted. 

 

9.2 SOIL MICROMORPHOLOGY 

Two monoliths for micromorphological analysis (PX1670 (9,5 cm) PX1669 (30 cm) was 

sent to Dr. Richard McPhail for processing and analysis. Additionally, two macrophossil 

samples (PM1669 and PM1674) were sent to Dr. Johan Linderholm for processing and 

analysis. However, there were no finds of macrofossils in the samples.  

 

The results of the scientific analysis of the investigated layers are included in a finalized 

report in the appendix.     

 

10 SUMMARY AND ASSESSMENT OF THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS, 
ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 

 

Preliminary test trenching of the disturbed and damaged grave mound at Rom Mellem 

revealed a dense and compact stone layer, consisting of larger round-edged boulders. The 

central area of the mound had been disturbed by a later construction of a potato-cellar 

during World War II. The potato-cellar was situated directly on top of the sterile marine 

clay.  

 

However, parts of the stone wall surrounding the potato-cellar might belong to a central 

burial chamber. In order to access this properly, further investigations need to be 

conducted, such as an assessment of the southern perimeter of the potato-cellar, which 

was not exposed in the trench and thus unexcavated.  

 

In addition, two charcoal patches were partly exposed. It is likely that these represent 

secondary burials, such as cremation patches, which has been deposited as part of the 

burial ritual. Both of these were underlying and sealed by the stone layer, which confirms 

their deposit to be current with the overall construction of the mound. However, the 

micromorphology analysis could not confirm these patches as being resulted by 

cremation. Normally, one might have expected small inclusions of burned bones, ash or 

other residues associated with cremations. However, only a smaller area of the layer was 

sampled and the other charcoal patch (AL939) was not sieved. One cannot rule out that 
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these patches are in some way associated with cremation activity, either the remnants of a 

cremation pyre or a cremation spread when regarding its context and stratigraphy. This 

interpretation should be further clarified when excavating the S boundary of AL939, 

which exceeded the boundary of the trench, in addition to the charcoal patch in the NE 

corner of the trench.      

 

Both possible cremation patches were overlying the greyish, iron-concreted layer 

(AL1052), which has been interpreted as a cultivation layer and the soil-horizon pre-

dating the erection of the mound. According to the micromorphology analysis, AL1052 

and AL1159 were intermixed, which corresponds well with the interpretation of its 

character as a relict plough soil, subjected to post-depositional waterlogging and 

alluvial/marine flooding. Lastly explains the abundant iron mottling and concretions 

(McPhail 2013).  

 

Upon removal of this, a surface with ard-marks was revealed, which represents prior 

cultivation activity in the area. The layer of ard-marks did not exceed the boundaries of 

the circular ring ditch, which supports that the archaeological surfaces pre-dating the 

burial mound has been preserved by the stone layer.  

 

The circular ring ditch seemed intact, although subjected to some soil erosion from the 

mound. There were no signs of disturbance by modern drainage ditches. Two main 

activity phases was identified in the ditch, as well as a few smaller deposits, such as 

minor concentrations of fire-cracked stones in AL1450. The initial and first phase of the 

ditch seemed to be a burning activity, perhaps associated with the burial ritual. After its 

deposition, the ditch seemed to have remained open for some time and long enough for it 

to be overlapped by eroding soil (AL1412) from the burial mound. Further excavations 

could confirm if the burning layer is consistent throughout the entire ditch.  

 

In sum, there seems to have been a number of burial rites associated with the mound, 

which is suggested by the secondary deposited cremation patches, as well as the burned 

ring ditch. C14-analysis of the cremation patch in the N-profile of the trench extension, 

have supplied a date range between 180-190 AD, 250-340 calAD (1770±30 unCal), 

which places the activity to the Roman Period. Another C14-analysis of the charcoal 

layer in the ring ditch, place the burning activity here to 80-240 calAD (1850±30 unCal), 

and is in correspondence to the coarse-grained pottery found in the ditch.  

 

Thus, C14-results suggest that the mound belongs to the Roman period.     
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12 APPENDIX 

12.1 TABLE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNITS 

 

Id Context Description 

604 Layer of stones Visible extent of the stone packing and filling upon removal of the topsoil.  

630 Circular ditch enclosure 

Outline and surface of foot ditch. Characterized by an elongated area of backfill covering the width of 
the trench. 

667 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

673 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

685 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

692 Grave mound 
Stone package - cleaning layer 

751 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

761 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

770 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

778 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

785 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

795 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

803 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

811 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

821 Grave mound Stones belonging to the burial mound 

842 Potato-cellar 
Cut of potato-cellar - assumed extent of modern disturbance  

878 Potato-cellar 
The supposed extent of undisturbed surface.  

900 Potato-cellar 

Modern disturbance, identified through loose fill consisting of angular stones and pieces of tiles. 

939 Grave mound 
Patchy charcoal-layer, intermixed with medium grey to light sandy silt. Possible cremation patch,  

secondary deposit.  

985 Grave mound 
Stones belonging to 985, 604 and 692. Part of stone package of the grave mound.  

1008 Grave mound 

Stone at the edge of the modern disturbance. Big rounded stones -  originates from the burial mound 
and is most likely not in situ, so close as it is to the modern disturbance of the potato cellar. The trench 

profile in this area suggests that the stones have slid down towards the depression of the potato-cellar, 

as emphasized by the inclination of A1052. 

1032 Grave mound 
Stones belonging to 985, 604 and 692. Part of stone package of the grave mound.  

1052 Grave mound 

Characterised through considerable iron concretions especially underneath the stones of unit 692. 
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Id Context Description 

1092 Potato-cellar 

Wooden structure; characterized by flat and straight wooden boards. Covering the entire surface in the 
area found.  

1127 Potato-cellar 

Unit between wooden beams. Sandy, clayey layer inbetween thick wooden beams. Sandier than 
underlying clay - has wood-chips in it, likely debris from the construction of the potato-cellar.   

1159 Grave mound 

Possible palaeosoil (together with 1052). Former soil preserved by stone-packing. 

1214 
Subsoil - geological interface in 

the potator-cellar 

Marine clay, c-horizon. Represents the sterile sediment and bottom of excavated surface upon removal 

of potato-cellar.  

1235 Subsurface of grave mound 

Layer with ard marks, surface prior to the erection of grave mound. Main trench. Same as A1389 in 

trench extension.  

1282 Trench extension 
Topsoil, trench extension. 

1291 Grave mound 
Surface of original in situ stone package. 

1311 Potato-cellar 
Modern disturbance 

1324 Circular ditch enclosure 
Concentration og charcoal and fire-cracked stones visible in A1334. Upon removal of A1334, the 

charcoal layer continued enveloping into A1450, thus belonging to A1450. 

1334 Circular ditch enclosure 

Ditch, 3rd phase. Characterized by medium to dark greyish clayey silt. Compacted with minor 

inclusions of charcoal. 

1355 Grave mound 
Layer characterized by a iron oxide-rich unit underlying the stone package, trench extension. 

1389 Subsurface of grave mound 

Layer with ard marks, surface prior to the construction of grave-mound. Trench extension - same as 

A1235. 

1412 Circular ditch enclosure 
Unit deposited by erosion in ditch 

1438 Potato-cellar, trench extension 
Back-fill of potato cellar, modern disturbance, trench extension  

1450 Circular ditch enclosure 

Ditch, 2nd phase. Charcoal-rich unit within ditch. Covers the suface of the entire ditch. Includes wood 

charcoal, fragments of burnt clay and pieces of fire-cracked stones. Pieces of pottery (C59155/4-5) 
found. The layer is intermixed with silty sand. A bit more clayey in the middle of the depression of 

trench.  

1489 Grave mound/potato-cellar 
Cut/foundation fill of stone wall 

1512 Grave mound 
Stone wall - partly original to the chamber inside the gravemound.  

1547 Circular ditch enclosure 
Possible water-influenced back-fill at trench bottom. 

1565 Circular ditch enclosure 
Concentration of fire-cracked stones. 

1582 Trench extension Small charcoal patch in A1389.  

1594 Circular ditch enclosure Ditch, 1st phase. Surface of non-excavated part of ditch.  

1630 
Subsurface of excavated area of 

the entire trench 

Unexcavated surface of the entire trench. Subsoil. 
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12.2 MATRIX 

 
Fig. 23: Suggested matrix of archaeological units. Produced through Harris Matrix Composer 2.0 by Petra 

Sneidhofer (LBI).  
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12.3 CATALOGED FINDS, C59155/1-16  

 

C59155/1-16  

Gravfunn fra romertid ved ROM MELLEM (113/6), TØNSBERG K., VESTFOLD.  

Funnomstendighet: Arkeologisk registrering/forundersøkelse Arkeologisk 

forundersøkelse og sjakting av sterk overpløyd storhaug ved Rom Mellem i tidsperioden 

12.08-27.08.2013. Forundersøkelsen har som formål å avklare vernestatus og strategi for 

den utpløyde gravhaugen. Gjentatte geofysiske undersøkelser har blitt utført av haugen 

og omkringliggende område. Vekstsporene ble første gang observert på flyfoto i 1990, 

samt gjentatte ganger i 1993-1995. Registrering ble gjennomført av UKM og VFK i 

2001, geofysisk prospeksjon med magnetometer og georadar ble utført i 2003, samt mer 

utførlig i 2012. I 2004 ble det fortatt jordboringer av UKM og VFK. I 2009 ble det utført 

laserskanning fra luften av fortidsminnet. Gjeldende forundersøkelse ble utført ved 

sjakting av deler av gravhaugen. Det ble påvist en jordblandet steinpakning med 

totalutstrekning innenfor sjakta pålydende et område på 8,5 x 3,3 meter. Denne besto 

henholdsvis av svært store stein, iblandet noen mindre. I antatt sentrum av gravhaugen, 

ble det påvist en forstyrrelse i form av en potetkjeller. Utstrekningen av steinpakningen er 

beregnet fra kanten av potetkjelleren mot SØ i sjakta. Det ble også påvist spor etter en 

kraftig fotgrøft, med en lengde på 3,3 meter innenfor sjakta og en bredde på 2,4 meter. 

Det foreligger 7 naturvitenskapelige prøver fra utgravningen, hvorav fire kullprøver, to 

makrofossilprøver og en mikromorfologisk prøve. Kullprøver ble vasket, tørket og det ble 

avsendt to kullprøver til vedanatomisk analyse ved Moesgård Museum (2014). Prøvene 

ble deretter videresendt til Beta Analytic Inc. (2014) for C14-datering. Uvaskede 

makrofossilprøver ble avsendt for analyse av Johan Linderholm ved Umeå Universitet 

(2013). Mikromorfologisk prøve ble analysert av Dr. Richard McPhail ved UCL (2013). 

Funn og prøver er sortert og katalogisert i henhold til material, deretter prøvenummer. 

Resultater og sammenfatning av analysene foreligger i rapporten.  

Orienteringsoppgave: Overpløyd gravhaug 150 m S for hovedhuset til gårdsbruket Rom 

Mellem og ca. 1700 m. N for Oseberghaugen i Slagendalen. Fremstår som en lav høyde i 

flaten av terrenget, med vekstspor på ca. 35-40 m i diameter. Terrenget faller skarpt mot 

NNØ mot et mindre bekkefar som bunner ut i Slagenbekken.  

Kartreferanse/-koordinater: Projeksjon: EU89-UTM; Sone 33, N: 6584820, Ø: 240607.  

LokalitetsID: 140556.  

Innberetning/litteratur: McGraw, J.L & Bill, J. 2014: "Report: Preliminary 

archaeological investigations of a burial mound." Arkeologisk Seksjon, KHMs arkiv.  

Funnet av: Jessica Leigh McGraw.  

Funnår: 2013.  

Katalogisert av: Jessica Leigh McGraw. 

 

1) sirkulær ring av gull.  

Små slipespor og antydning til hamring i overflatene. Matt gull med noe blankere innside, 

trolig fra bruksslitasje. Ringen er jevnt tynn uten antydning til å ha hatt stensetting. Ytre 

diam.: 2,33 cm. Indre diam.: 1,99. St.t.: 0,17 cm. Vekt: 1,83 gram. Fnr. 840.  

Funnet ved metallsøking. Nedkilt i jordmasser mellom steinpakning av gravhaug.  

2) avfall av bly.  

Avfall av bly, lik smelteavfall. Avlangt fragment. Fnr: 832. Mål: Stl: 2,1 cm. Stb: 0,7 cm. 

Stt: 0,3 cm. Vekt: 5,4 gram. Funnet ved metallsøking av nærområdet av sjakt. Rett Ø for 
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sjakt.  

3) ukjent av kobberlegering.  

Gjenstanden har to utstrakte armer, hvorav begge er brutt og den ene er bøyd. På den ene 

siden har armene små knopper, mens den andre siden er tilnærmet glatt. Nederste del av 

gjenstanden har avrundet brukken stang. Mulig del av spenne, sannsynligvis av nyere tid. 

Fnr: 835. Mål: Stl: 8,5 cm. Stb: 5,1 cm. Stt: 0,4 cm. Vekt: 24,1 gram. Funnet ved 

metallsøking i nærområdet rundt sjakt. Rett V for sjakt.  

4) 3 kar av keramikk.  

Tre bukskår av leirkar av keramikk. Godset er grålig med middels- til grovt magret gods. 

Det største skåret har glattet utside og er svakt konkavt. Godstykkelse: 0,4 cm. St. synlig 

magringskorn: 0,4. Fnr: 100000. Mål: Stl: 3,6 cm. Stb: 3,2 cm. Stt: 0,4 cm. Vekt: 24,7 

gram.  

Funnet i AL1324 (steinsansamling med kull) i fotgrøft. Laget er sannsynligvis del av 

A1450.  

5) kar av keramikk.  

Ni fragmenter av bukskår og et randskår av leirkar av keramikk. Sannsynligvis 

tilhørende to kar. Fem fragmenter har lys brunlig utside og grålig/sotet innside. Fire 

fragmenter har gråsort utside og innside. Et av skårene med lys brun utside er et randskår 

med rett avskåret rand. Godset er middels-til grovt magret med kvartsitt. Skår av gråsort 

gods ser ut til å ha hatt glattet utside. Godstykkelse: 0,3 cm. St. synlig magringskorn er 

0,3 cm. Fnr: 100001.  

Mål: Stl: 4,5 cm. Stb: 4,0 cm. Stt: 0,3 cm. Vekt: 87,0 gram. Funnet under sålding av 

A1450, kullag i bunn av fotgrøft.  

6) kar av keramikk. Antall fragmenter: 1  

Et fragment av leirkar av keramikk. Godset er middels- til grovt magret og har lys 

brunlig utside med grålig innside. Godstykkelse: 0,7 cm. St. synlig magringskorn: 0,2 cm. 

Vekt: 1,6 gram. Funnet i en av borreprøvene fra N1, lag 4, fra 2001-undersøkelsene. N-S 

vendt søkesjakt.  

7) smeltedigel av brent leire.  

Fem fragmenter av en smeltedigel av brent/sintret leire. Ett av skårene ser ut til å tilhøre 

et loddekar. St. tykkelse: 0,9 cm. Fnr: 100002. Vekt: 19,9 gram. Funnet i kullag 

(AL1450) i fotgrøft.  

8) brent leire av brent leire.  

Fem fragmenter av hardt brent/sintret leire. Sammensmeltet trekull og noe forglassede 

partier på fragmentene. Vekt: 54,5 gram. Funnet under sålding av (AL1450) kullag i 

fotgrøft.  

9) 10 bein, brente.  

Hvitbrente fragmenter av bein. Vekt: 4,1 gram. Funnet under sålding av kullag (AL1450) 

i fotgrøft.  

10) slagg av slagg.  

Ett fragment av forglasset slagg. Vekt: 3,4 gram. Funnet under sålding av (AL1450), 

kullag i fotgrøft.  

11) prøve, kull.  

10 biter er vedartsbestemt, hvorav 7 bjørk og 3 eik. Datert på bjørk (3,1 mg.) til 1850±30 

BP, 80-240 calAD (Beta-377750). Pnr: 1673. Vekt: 6,3 gram. Datering: 80-240 calAD. 

Prøve tatt av AL1450 i profil 3C1671.  

12) prøve, kull. 

10 biter er vedartsbestemt, hvorav 6 bjørk og 4 eik. Datert på bjørk (2,3 mg.) til 1770±30 
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BP, 180-190 calAD, 250-340 calAD (Beta-377749). Pnr: 1668. Vekt: 6 gram. Datering: 

180-190 calAD, 250-340 calAD. Prøve er tatt av kullag under steinpakning i profil 

3C1657 i N-del av N-Ø utvidelse av hovedsjakt.  

13) prøve, kull.  

Prøve av kull. Ikke analysert. Pnr: 1677. Vekt: 6 gram.  

Strukturnr: 1450 Prøve er tatt av AL1450 i profil 3C175 av fotgrøft.  

14) prøve, makro.  

Analysert. Ingen makrofossiler funnet. Pnr: 1669.  

Strukturnr: 1355 Prøve tatt ut av profil 3C1657.  

15) prøve, makro.  

Analysert. Ingen makrofossiler funnet.  Pnr: 1674.  

Strukturnr: 1412 Prøve tatt av profil 3C1671 av fotgrøft.  

16) prøve, jordmikromorfologi.  

Analysert. Pnr: 1667.  

Prøve tatt ut av profil i NV utvidelse av sjakt.  
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12.4 SAMPLES 

12.4.1 WOOD ANATOMICAL ANALYSIS 
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12.4.2 C14-RESULTS 
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12.4.3 SOIL MICHROMORPHOLOGY 
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12.6  TABLE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 

 

Filnavn Motiv Retning Fotograf Dato 

Cf34745_001.JPG Oversiktsbilde før avdekking NV Magnar Mojaren Gran 12.08.2013 

Cf34745_002.JPG Oversiktsbilde før avdekking SØ Magnar Mojaren Gran 12.08.2013 

Cf34745_003.JPG Oversiktsbilde før avdekking N Magnar Mojaren Gran 12.08.2013 

Cf34745_005.JPG Påbegynt åpning av sjakt SV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 12.08.2013 

Cf34745_006.JPG Påbegynt åpning av sjakt SV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 12.08.2013 

Cf34745_008.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, avdekking av 

steinpakning 
SØ Jessica Leigh McGraw 12.08.2013 

Cf34745_009.JPG Besøk, formidling til presse SV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 12.08.2013 

Cf34745_011.JPG Oversiktsbilde, sjakt m/fotgrøft V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 12.08.2013 

Cf34745_012.JPG Oversiktsbilde, sjakt m/fotgrøft Ø Jessica Leigh McGraw 13.08.2013 

Cf34745_032.JPG Oversiktsbilde, fotgrøft SV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 13.08.2013 

Cf34745_042.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, hele sjakta etter 

rensing av matjord 
SV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 13.08.2013 

Cf34745_044.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, hele sjakta etter 

rensing av matjord 
SV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 13.08.2013 

Cf34745_047.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, hele sjakta etter 

rensing av matjord 
SV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 13.08.2013 

Cf34745_049.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, hele sjakta etter 

rensing av matjord 
SV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 13.08.2013 

Cf34745_051.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, metallsøking under 

fjerning av 604 
SSØ Jessica Leigh McGraw 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_052.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, fjerning av stein 

med klo 
N Jessica Leigh McGraw 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_053.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, fjerning av stein 

med klo 
NØ Jessica Leigh McGraw 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_054.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde av mulig 

plyndringsgrop, lag med mindre 

bruddstein i vestlige del av sjakt 

SØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_055.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde av relasjonen 

mellom mulig plyndringsgrop og 

intakte haugmasser 

SØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_061.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde av hele 

steinpakning innenfor sjakta 
Sv Julie K.Ø. Askjem 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_063.JPG Arbeidsbilde, Petra og Julie i sjakt SØ Jessica Leigh McGraw 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_064.JPG 

Arbeidsbilde, metallsøking av 

matjord rett ved sjakt, med 

Magnar og Jan Fredrik 

N Jessica Leigh McGraw 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_065.JPG Arbeidsbilde, Petra dokumenterer Ø Julie K.Ø. Askjem 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_066.JPG Arbeidsbilde, fjerning av A692 NV Jessica Leigh McGraw 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_067.JPG Arbeidsbilde, fjerning av A692 NV Jessica Leigh McGraw 14.08.2013 

Cf34745_069.JPG 
Første observasjon av kull under 

stein (A939) 
NØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 15.08.2013 

Cf34745_070.JPG 
Journalist fra Tønsberg Blad 

filmer 
N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 15.08.2013 

Cf34745_071.JPG 
Mørk grålig lag i nordre profil 

(A1052) 
N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 15.08.2013 

Cf34745_072.JPG 
In situ, funn av gullring ved 

metallsøking 
NV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 
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Cf34745_073.JPG Detaljfoto, gullring m/målestokk NV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_074.JPG Detaljfoto, gullring NV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_076.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, Rensing av profiler 

og rensing av flater 
NØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_077.JPG Oversiktsbilde, bruddstein delvis 

fjernet fra antatt plyndringsgrop 
V Jessica Leigh McGraw 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_079.JPG 

Detaljfoto, treverk med tegl i 

blåleire, hjørnet av antatt 

plyndringsgrop 

NØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_080.JPG 

Detaljfoto, treverk med tegl i 

blåleire, hjørnet av antatt 

plyndringsgrop, med graveklo 

NØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_081.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, Terje Gansum nede 

i antatt prlyndringsgrop 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_082.JPG 

Arbeidsbilde, Terje Gansum nede 

i antatt prlyndringsgrop, mye 

treverk 

N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_083.JPG 
Detaljfoto, treverk i bunn av antatt 

plyndringsgrop 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_084.JPG 

Arbeidsbilde, mye regn og 

forsøksvis rensing av treverk i 

bunn av antatt plyndringsgrop 

SSØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 16.08.2013 

Cf34745_085.JPG 
Tilstandsbilde, sjakta etter 

opprensing og regnskyll 
Ø Jessica Leigh McGraw 19.08.2013 

Cf34745_086.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, treverk tildekket 

og relasjon mellom antatt 

plyndringsgrop og intakt 

gravhaug. A939 synlig til venstre 

S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 19.08.2013 

Cf34745_087.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, kullag A939 etter 

fjerning av steinpakning 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 19.08.2013 

Cf34745_088.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, lag med treverk 

tildekket 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 19.08.2013 

Cf34745_089.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, påbegynt rensing av 

treverk 
NØ Jessica Leigh McGraw 19.08.2013 

Cf34745_090.JPG 
Tilstandsbilde, vann i bunn av 

forstyrrelsen, med trelag 
N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_091.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, bunn av 

forstyrrelsen (potet-kjeller), med 

lineær NV-SØ orientert steinmur 

SØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_092.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, bunn av 

forstyrrelsen (potet-kjeller), med 

lineær NV-SØ orientert steinmur 

SØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_093.JPG Arbeidsbilde, Jan Bill og Terje 

Gansum undersøker trelaget 
N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_094.JPG Arbeidsbilde, Jan Bill og Terje 

Gansum undersøker trelaget 
N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_095.JPG Hjørnet av trelag (NØ) renset frem Ø Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_096.JPG 

Hele trelaget. Planker ovenfor lagt 

ned for beskyttelse under 

opprensning 

Ø Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_097.JPG Petra og Jan renser N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_100.JPG Oversiktsbilde, sjakt mot fotgrøft Ø Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 
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Cf34745_101.JPG Nærbilde av trelag (A1092). S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_102.JPG Nærbilde av trelag (A1092). NV Jessica Leigh McGraw 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_103.JPG Nærbilde av trelag (A1092). NV Jessica Leigh McGraw 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_104.JPG 
Nærbilde av trelag, med tegl  

(A1092). 
NV Jessica Leigh McGraw 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_105.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, profil, med trelag i 

front 
SV Jessica Leigh McGraw 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_106.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, steinmur, trelag og 

bruddstein 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_107.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, steinmur, trelag og 

bruddstein 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_108.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, sjakt ned mot 

fortgrøft 
Ø Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_109.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, flate treplanker 

fjernet og eksponert avrundede 

tverrgående trebjelker, med 

A1127 

V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_111.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, flate treplanker 

fjernet og eksponert avrundede 

tverrgående trebjelker, med 

A1127 

Ø Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_114.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, flate treplanker 

fjernet og eksponert avrundede 

tverrgående trebjelker, med 

A1127 

S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 20.08.2013 

Cf34745_115.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, flate treplanker 

fjernet og eksponert avrundede 

tverrgående trebjelker, etter 

A1127 er fjernet 

V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_116.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, flate treplanker 

fjernet og eksponert avrundede 

tverrgående trebjelker, etter 

A1127 er fjernet 

V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_117.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, overflaten mellom 

sjakt og potetkjeller 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_121.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, fjerning av 

trebjelker 
NØ Jessica Leigh McGraw 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_122.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, fjerning av 

trebjelker 
NØ Jessica Leigh McGraw 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_123.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, fjerning av 

trebjelker 
NØ Jessica Leigh McGraw 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_124.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, etter fjerning av 

trebjelker 
NØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_125.JPG Detaljfoto, trebjelker S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_126.JPG Detaljfoto, trebjelker S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_127.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, metallsøking i bunn 

av potetkjeller 
Ø Jessica Leigh McGraw 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_128.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, metallsøking i bunn 

av potetkjeller 
SØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_129.JPG 

Arbeidsbilde, Petra tar målinger 

av PH-verdi og vannmetning i 

blåleira 

NØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 21.08.2013 

Cf34745_130.JPG Arbeidsbilde, avventer målinger NV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 22.08.2013 
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Cf34745_131.JPG Arbeidsbilde, avventer målinger SØ Julie K.Ø. Askjem 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_132.JPG Arbeidsbilde, avventer målinger SØ Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_133.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, Jan Fredrik med 

gravemaskin 
Ø Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_134.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, A1235, lag med 

ard spor 
SV Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_135.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, A1235, lag med 

ard spor 
SV Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_140.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, A1235, lag med 

ard spor 
Ø Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_143.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, lag (A1235) med 

ard-spor. 
Ø Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_144.JPG Profilbilde, østlige del av sjakt SØ Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_148.JPG Profilbilde, østlige del av sjakt Ø Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_151.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, bunn av 

potetkjeller 
S Magnar Mojaren Gran 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_152.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, bunn av 

potetkjeller 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_153.JPG 
Detaljbilde, lag (A1235) med ard-

spor. 
Ø Julie K.Ø. Askjem 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_155.JPG 
Profilbilde, NV hjørnet av sjakt 

før utvidelse 
NV Jessica Leigh McGraw 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_156.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, NV utvidelse av 

hovedsjakt. Etter fjerning av torv 

og rensing av flate 

SV Jessica Leigh McGraw 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_158.JPG 

Detaljfoto, stein fra gravhaug 

sekundært dumpet i en skråning 

162 m lenger øst for gravhaug 

Ø Jessica Leigh McGraw 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_159.JPG 

Detaljfoto, stein i fotgrøft. 

Påbegynt fjerning av jordmasser 

A1334 

SØ Petra Schneidhofer 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_166.JPG 

Oversiktsbilde, lag 1389 i 

utvidelsessjakta. Samme som 

A1052 i hovedsjakta 

S Terje Gansum 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_168.JPG 
Arbeidsbilde, under fjerning av 

1334 i fotgrøft 
Ø Petra Schneidhofer 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_170.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, A1450, kullag i 

bunn av fotgrøft 
Ø Petra Schneidhofer 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_171.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, A1450, kullag i 

bunn av fotgrøft 
Ø Petra Schneidhofer 22.08.2013 

Cf34745_172.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, steinmur (1512) 

og 1489 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 23.08.2013 

Cf34745_173.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, steinmur (1512) 

og 1489 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 23.08.2013 

Cf34745_174.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, mot fotgrøft og 

scanner 
Ø Julie K.Ø. Askjem 23.08.2013 

Cf34745_175.JPG Profil, østlige del av utvidelse Ø Jessica Leigh McGraw 23.08.2013 

Cf34745_176.JPG 
Fjerning av steinmur (1512), skille 

i blåleira 
NV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 26.08.2013 

Cf34745_177.JPG 
Fjerning av steinmur (1512), skille 

i blåleira 
NV Julie K.Ø. Askjem 26.08.2013 

Cf34745_180.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, delvis fjerning av 

kullag (1450) i fotgrøft 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 26.08.2013 
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Cf34745_181.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, delvis fjerning av 

kullag (1450) i fotgrøft 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 26.08.2013 

Cf34745_182.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, hele sjakta mot 

potetkjeller 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 26.08.2013 

Cf34745_184.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, etter fjerning av 

A1450 i fotgrøft 
V Julie K.Ø. Askjem 26.08.2013 

Cf34745_186.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, sjakt og bortgravd 

potetkjeller 
Ø Jessica Leigh McGraw 26.08.2013 

Cf34745_187.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, bunn av 

potetkjeller, sett ovenfra 
N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 26.08.2013 

Cf34745_188.JPG 
Oversiktsbilde, bunn av 

potetkjeller, sett ovenfra 
N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 26.08.2013 

Cf34745_190.JPG 
Legging av duk og gjenfylling av 

vestre del av sjakt 
SV Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_191.JPG 
Legging av duk og gjenfylling av 

vestre del av sjakt 
SV Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_199.JPG 

Del av sørlige profil av 

hovedsjakt, synlig kutt ved lag 

1052 

S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_200.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_201.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_202.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_203.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_204.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_205.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_206.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_208.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie Karina Øhre Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_209.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_210.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_211.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, 

nærbilde av kutt 
S Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_212.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, 

nærbilde av kutt 
S Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_213.JPG 
Del av sørlige profil av sjakt, serie 

tatt fra vest mot øst 
S Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_215.JPG Potetkjeller delvis gjenfylt S Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_216.JPG Større utsnitt av profil S Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_217.JPG 
Profilbilde av 3C1657, nordlige 

profil i utvidelsessjakta 
N Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_218.JPG 
Nærbilde, detalj i profil 3C1657, 

fra øst mot vest 
N Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_219.JPG 
Nærbilde, detalj i profil 3C1657, 

fra øst mot vest 
N Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_220.JPG Nærbilde, detalj i profil 3C1657, N Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 
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fra øst mot vest 

Cf34745_221.JPG 
Nærbilde, detalj i profil 3C1657, 

fra øst mot vest 
N Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_222.JPG 
Bilde av mikromorfologisk prøve i 

profil 
N Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_223.JPG 
Profil 3C1675, nordre profil av 

fotgrøft 
N Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_224.JPG 
Profil 3C1671, sørlige profil av 

fotgrøft 
S Julie K.Ø. Askjem 27.08.2013 

Cf34745_225.JPG 
Profilbilde av 3C1657, nordlige 

profil i utvidelsessjakta 
N Jessica Leigh McGraw 27.08.2013 
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12.7  MAPS 

 
Overview of archaeological units inside trench, including stone layer. Map produced by Jessica L. McGraw, KHM, UiO. 
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Overview of archaeological units in trench after removal of stone layer. Map produced by Jessica L. McGraw, KHM, UiO.
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12.8 REPORT ON 3D-RECONSTRUCTION 
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12.9 ARCHIVED DOCUMENTATION  

 Original field recording
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