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Summary 
7KLV� WKHVLV� H[SORUHV� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� FKLOG�UHDULQJ� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� $OQD�

ERURXJK�� 2VOR�� $OQD� ERURXJK� Ls ethnically diverse, and half of the borough’s 50 000 

LQKDELWDQWV� KDYH� D� PLJUDWLRQ� EDFNJURXQG�� 7KLV� GLYHUVLW\� LV� UHIOHFWHG� LQ� ORFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�

DUHQDV�VXFK�DV�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�DQG�SULPDU\�KHDOWK�FDUH�IDFLOLWLHV��,QIRUPDQWV�LQFOXGH�ILUVW��

DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�PLJUDQWV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ������\HDUV�ROG���DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�WKHVH�

ORFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV�� ,�FHQWUH�P\�DQDO\VLV�RQ�SUDFWLFHV� LQ� WKH� LQWHUIDFHV�PRWKHUV�HQJDJH�

ZLWK��DQG�WKH�PHWLFXORXV�ERXQGDU\�ZRUN�WKH\�SHUIRUP�LQ�JUDSSOLQJ�ZLWK�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�

FROOHFWLYLW\�DQG� LQGLYLGXDOLW\�� WKH�SDVW� DQG� WKH� IXWXUH�� VWUXFWXUH�DQG�DJHQF\��ZLWK� WKH�DLP�RI�

VWDNLQJ�RXW�D� IXWXUH� IRU� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ� WKDW�HQFRPSDVVHV�ERWK�FKDQJHV�DQG�FRQWLQXLWLHV�ZKHQ�

FRPSDUHG�WR�WKHLU�RZQ��

,� KDYH� FRQGXFWHG� ILHOGZRUN� LQ� ORFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� DUHQDV� DQG� LQ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�

families’ homes in Norway and Pakistan� DV� ZHOO� DV� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK� PRUH� EURDGO\�� 7KLV�
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DPELWLRQV� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV�DQG� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�� ,� ILQG� WKDW�PRWKHUV� VHHN� WR�VKLIW� WKHLU�RZQ��EXW�

more so their children’s UHODWLRQVKLSV� IURP� D�PRUH� VRFLRFHQWULF� WRZDUGV� D�PRUH� HJRFHQWULF�

RULHQWDWLRQ��0RWKHUV� XVH� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DV� D� WRRO� WR� DOWHU� WKH� IXWXUH� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH�

FURVV�SUHVVXUHV�RI�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH��DQG�IDPLO\�LGHRORJLHV��VWUDWHJLFDOO\�HYDOXDWH�DQG�XVH�GLIIHUHQW�

NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJHV�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�FKDQJLQJ�PHWKRGV�WKHUHRI��<HW��mothers’ 

DPELWLRQV�RI�VWDNLQJ�RXW�D�FRXUVH�WRZDUGV�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOLW\��DXWRQRP\�DQG�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�

�likestilling��LV�HDVLHU�DW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�DVSLUDWLRQ�WKDQ�SUDFWLFH��$Q�DLP�RI�WKH�VWXG\�KDV�EHHQ�WR�

WHOO�PRUH� FRPSOLFDWHG� VWRULHV� DERXW�PLJUDQW� SDUHQWKRRG� DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG�

LQFOXVLRQ��DQG�WKH�JRYHUQLQJ�RI�WKHVH�WKDQ�WKH�PRUH�GLFKRWRPRXV�DQDO\VHV�WKDW�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�

RIIHUHG�RQ�WKHVH�WRSLFV���
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Chapter 1 
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orientation 
 

 

 

 

,W�LV�D�VXQQ\�DIWHUQRRQ�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�ZHHN�RI�WKH�VXPPHU�KROLGD\V��0DULDP������
DQG�,�DUH�VLWWLQJ�RQ�D�SOD\JURXQG�EHQFK�LQ�WKH�PXFK�ORQJHG�IRU�VXQ��+HU�JLUOV�
DUH� SOD\LQJ� PRUH� RU� OHVV� LQGHSHQGHQWO\� IURP� XV�� EXW� UHJXODUO\� FKHFNLQJ� RQ�
0DULDP�DQG�PH��JODQFLQJ�LQ�RXU�GLUHFWLRQ��0DULDP�VLJKV��UHVLJQHG�EXW�SURXG��
ZKHQ�VKH�WHOOV�PH�DERXW�KRZ�VWXEERUQ�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�KHU�JLUOV�DUH��$PQD�����
LQ�SDUWLFXODU��UHIXVHV�WR�GR�KRPHZRUN�IRU�WKH�4XUDQ�6FKRRO�DQG�JHWV�LQYROYHG�
LQ� HYHU\� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� 0DULDP� KDV� ZLWK� DGXOWV� DV� LI� VKH� ZHUH� D� JURZQ�XS�
KHUVHOI��)URP�WKH� WRS�RI� WKH� MXQJOH�J\P��0DQRRU�����VKRXWV� ‘Ida!’�ZDYLQJ�DW�
PH�ZKHQ�,�WXUQ�WR�ORRN��KROGLQJ�RQ�ZLWK�RQO\�RQH�KDQG��0DULDP�DQG�WKH�JLUOV�
KDYH�FRPH�KHUH�DOPRVW�HYHU\�DIWHUQRRQ� WKLV�ZHHN��0DULDP�WRR� LV�RQ�KROLGD\�
IURP�KHU�MRE�LQ�D�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��DQG�HQMR\V�JHWWLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�KRXVH��‘I go crazy 
just staying inside! Cleaning, cleaning, and cleaning.  It’s never finished 
…there is always something to do, much better to get out. I used to ask my 
husband for permission to go out, but now I just tell him where I am going. He 
laughs and says, ‘You used to ask me, now you just leave the house!’ 
[Laughs.]�

$V�ZH�VLW�WKHUH��,�VSRW�D�ZRPDQ�ZLWK�D�OLWWOH�JLUO�DQG�WZR�ER\V�VWUROOLQJ�
WRZDUGV� WKH�SOD\JURXQG��6KH� LV�ZHDULQJ�D� \HOORZ shalwar kameez� �3DNLVWDQL�
WXQLF� DQG� WURXVHUV�� LQ� D� OLJKWZHLJKW� PDWHULDO�� 7KH� dupatta� �ORRVH� KHDGVFDUI��
PRYHV�JHQWO\�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�EUHH]H��6XGGHQO\�,�UHFRJQLVH�WKH�ZRPDQ��LW�LV�*XOQD]�
�������0DULDP�GRHV�VR�WRR��EXW�VKH�FDQQRW�UHPHPEHU�KHU�QDPH��:KHQ�,�WHOO�KHU��
VKH�LV�VXUSULVHG�WKDW�,�VKRXOG�UHPHPEHU�–�DIWHU�DOO��LW�LV�QHDUO\�D�\HDU�VLQFH�WKH�
WKUHH�RI�XV�DWWHQGHG�WKH�VDPH�SDUHQWDO�JXLGDQFH�FRXUVH��7ZR�RI�KHU�NLGV��D�ER\�
DQG�D�JLUO��FRPH�UXQQLQJ�WRZDUG�XV�� WKHQ�SDVW�XV��UXQQLQJ�� MXPSLQJ��VKRXWLQJ�
‘daddy, daddy!’ I turn around to look at Gulnaz’s husband, who is coming 
IURP�WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW�EHKLQG�XV��+H�ORRNV�OLNH�D�%ROO\ZRRG�VWDU�ZLWK�WLJKW�EOXH�
MHDQV�� ZKLWH� W�VKLUW�� VQHDNHUV�� VXQJODVVHV� DQG�PHWLFXORXVO\� VW\OHG� DQG� VKLQ\��
ZD[HG�KDLU��+LV�ZHOO�GHILQHG�PXVFOHV�DUH�YLVLEOH�WKURXJK�WKH�W�VKLUW��7KH�NLGV�
KDYH�QRZ� UHDFKHG�KLP��KROGLQJ�KLV�KDQGV��RQH�RQ�HDFK�VLGH��+H�DQG�*XOQD]�
H[FKDQJH� D� IHZ�ZRUGV� EHIRUH� KH�ZDONV� RII�ZLWK� DOO� WKH� WKUHH� NLGV�� 7KH\� DOO�
jump up and down, and shout ‘ice cream’ and he immediately responds with a 
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\HV� DQG� D� ODXJK��0DULDP� DQG� ,� ORRN� DW� HDFK� RWKHU�� VKH� ODXJKV� ‘They didn’t 
have to ask him twice!’ �

�

7KH�DERYH�H[WUDFW�IURP�P\�ILHOGQRWHV�EURDGO\�LOOXVWUDWHV�VRPH�PDLQ�DUHDV�RI�IRFXV�LQ�

WKLV� WKHVLV�� 0\� DQDO\VLV� FHQWUHV� RQ� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV� DPRQJ�

ILUVW�� DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� DQG� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK� WKHVH�DUH�

JRYHUQHG�LQ�ORFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV�LQ�WKH�2VOR�ERURXJK�RI�$OQD���+HQFH��,�H[SORUH�

WKH�FORVH��SHUVRQDO�SUDFWLFHV�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�XVH�WKLV�DV�

D�WRRO�WR�FDUYH�RXW�D�IXWXUH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�PRGHOV�

DUH� UHSUHVHQWHG� GLVFXUVLYHO\� E\� PRWKHUV� RI� WRGGOHUV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� LQ� ORFDO�

LQVWLWXWLRQV�� DQG� KRZ� WKH\� DUH� XVHG� LQ� JRYHUQLQJ� GLYHUVH� SRSXODWLRQV� LQ� D� ORFDO�

FRPPXQLW\���,�DLP�WR�PHUJH�WKHVH�WKHPHV�LQ�WKH�DQDO\VLV��VR�DV�WR�VKHG�QHZ�OLJKW�RQ�

GLVFRXUVHV�DERXW�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�RI�LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQ�VWDWH��,Q�WKH�

UHVHDUFK� WUDMHFWRU\� WKXV�� ,�PRYH� IURP� –� DQG� EULQJ� WRJHWKHU� �� WKH�PRVW� LQWLPDWH� DQG�

SHUVRQDO� DPELWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� WKURXJK� HQJDJHPHQWV� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� WR�

LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�EURDGHU�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�FRQWHVWHG�QDWXUHV�RI�FLWL]HQVKLS���

In focus are mothers’ ambitions for their own�and their children’s futures in 

1RUZD\�� ,� H[DPLQH� KRZ� WKHLU� DPELWLRQV� RI� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� DUH� UHODWHG� WR� DFWXDO�

SUDFWLFHV��DQG�WKH�NLQGV�RI�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�OLPLWDWLRQV�PRWKHUV�HQFRXQWHU�LQ�VWDNLQJ�

out their own and their children’s futures. This, as I show, entails painstaking 

ERXQGDU\�ZRUN�ZKHUHE\�PRWKHUV� VHHN� WR� VKLIW� WKHLU�SUDFWLFHV� LQ� WKH�SUHVHQW� VR�DV� WR�

HQFRPSDVV� WKHLU� DPELWLRQV� IRU� D� GLIIHUHQW� IXWXUH� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� ,Q� SDUWLFXODU�� ,�

IRFXV�RQ�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�ZRUN�DW�UHFRQFLOLQJ�FRQIOLFWV�UHODWHG�WR�LGHDV�RI�

SHUVRQKRRG� DQG� VHOI–RWKHU� UHODWLRQV�� &RPSHWLQJ� FRQFHSWXDOLVDWLRQV� RI� SHUVRQKRRG�

VXUIDFH� DV� EDODQFLQJ� DFWV� EHWZHHQ� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� DQG� V\PPHWULF� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV��

LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�� HJDOLWDULDQ� LQGLYLGXDOLVP� DQG� UHFLSURFDO��

KLHUDUFKLFDO� IDPLO\� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� LQGLYLGXDO� DPELWLRQV� DQG� ULJKWV�� DQG� FROOHFWLYH�

GXWLHV� DQG� REHGLHQFH� DV� REMHFWLYHV� DQG� DPELWLRQV� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� 7KLV� SURMHFWHG�

IXWXUH� FRQQHFWV� ZLWK� WKH� SDVW�� EXW� DOVR� GHSDUWV� IURP� LW� LQ� VRPH� IXQGDPHQWDO� ZD\V��

HYLGHQW� LQ�KRZ�PRWKHUV� VKLIW� WKH�HPSKDVLV� DQG�SRVLWLRQ� LQ� WKH� WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ� WKH�

GLFKRWRPLHV�LQYROYHG��%ULHIO\�SXW��WKH\�DLP�WR�VRFLDOLVH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQWR�EHFRPLQJ�
                                                           
��$OQD� LV� DQ� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� XQLW�� 7KH� SHRSOH� OLYLQJ� WKHUH� GR� QRW� XVH� WKH� WHUP�� VHHLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV� DV�
UHVLGHQWV�RI�VPDOOHU�ORFDOLWLHV�OLNH�)XUXVHW��/LQGHEHUJ��+DXJHQ�RU�7YHLWD�ZLWKLQ�$OQD��,�RFFDVLRQDOO\�XVH�
WKHVH�WHUPV�DV�ZHOO��EXW�LQ�WKH�WH[W�DOVR�XVH�$OQD��IRU�UHDVRQV�RI�DQRQ\PLW\��
�  For a discussion on ‘community’ see Vered Amit ������� DQG� FRPPHQWDWRUV� SDUWLFXODUO\�� WKH�
FRPPHQWV�E\�.DUHQ�)RJ�2OZLJ�on the idea of ‘community’ in Scandinavian languages. 
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PRUH�LQGHSHQGHQW��OHVV�ERXQG�E\�GXW\��DQG�PRUH�VHOI�UHIOHFWLYH�WKDQ�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�

ZHUH�EURXJKW�XS�WR�EH���

,PSRUWDQWO\�� ZKLOH� HDFK� RI� WKH� SHUVRQKRRG� WUDLWV� KDV� D� FRXQWHUSDUW�� ,�

XQGHUVWDQG�WKHVH�WUDLWV�DV�H[WUHPLWLHV�VFDWWHUHG�DORQJ�D�VFDOH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DV�D�PDWWHU�RI�

HLWKHU�RU��3UDFWLFH�LV�RIWHQ�FRPSOH[�DQG�DPELJXRXV��DQG�PD\�HQFRPSDVV�GLPHQVLRQV�

from either end of the scale. In the brief extract above, Mariam’s ‘work’ of 

LQGHSHQGHQFH�HPHUJHV�LQ�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�VKH�OHWV�KHU�GDXJKWHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�H[SORUH�

WKH�SOD\JURXQG��DQG�OHWV�WKHP�UHJXODWH�WKHLU�FRQGXFW�DW�WKH�4XUDQ�VFKRRO��DQG�IXUWKHU�

LQ� KHU� RZQ� UHODWLRQV� WR� KHU� KXVEDQG� DQG� WR� WKH� Norwegian welfare state and it’s 

‘employment�based welfare policies’ �arbeidslinja�� � �$OVR�� WKH� H[DPSOH� WHOOV� XV�

VRPHWKLQJ� DERXW� ZKDW� NLQG� RI� SODFH� WKH� $OQD� DUHD� �LQ� WKLV� FDVH�� )XUXVHW�� LV�� KRZ�

SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�XVH�LW��DQG�WKH�NLQGV�RI�UHODWLRQV�SDUHQWV�HQJDJH�LQ�KHUH���

0\� UHVHDUFK� VLWH� LV� WKH� HWKQLFDOO\�� UHOLJLRXVO\� DQG� OLQJXLVWLFDOO\� GLYHUVH�

ERURXJK� RI� $OQD� LQ� 2VOR�� ZKHUH� ,� H[SORUH� LGHDOV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� LQ�

SXEOLF�� SULYDWH� DQG� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VHPL�SXEOLF� VSKHUHV���$OQD�� RQH� RI� IRXU� ERURXJKV� LQ�

WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\� LQ� WKH� QRUWK� RI� 2VOR�� KDV� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ������� UHVLGHQWV��0RUH�

WKDQ� KDOI� RI� WKHP� KDYH� HLWKHU� WKHPVHOYHV� LPPLJUDWHG� IURP� DEURDG� RU� KDYH� DQ�

LPPLJUDQW� EDFNJURXQG���0\� LQIRUPDQWV� PDNH� XVH� RI� WKH� VDPH� KHDOWKFDUH� IDFLOLWLHV��

OLEUDU\��JURFHU\�VKRSV��ODQJXDJH�FRXUVHV��SDUNV�DQG�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW��,Q�&KDSWHUV���DQG�

��� ,� LQWURGXFH�P\�LQIRUPDQWV� LQ�JUHDWHU�GHWDLO��KHUH�OHW�PH�QRWH�WKDW� WKH\�DOO� OLYHG�LQ�

$OQD�ERURXJK�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�P\�ILHOGZRUN�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�RI�������DQG�WKDW�PRVW�RI�

WKHP�ZHUH� VWLOO� OLYLQJ� WKHUH�ZKHQ� ,� FRQFOXGHG�P\� ILHOGZRUN� LQ� ������ 7KH\� LQFOXGH�

ERWK�ILUVW��DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQWV��

*RYHUQDQFH�RI�SULYDWH�VSKHUHV�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQWHQVH�LQ�D�1RUGLF�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�

OLNH�1RUZD\��ZKHUH�WKH�VWDWH�DVVXPHV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�SUHVXPHG�ZHOO�EHLQJ�DQG�

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�FKLOGUHQ�DQG��WR�D�ODUJH�H[WHQW��IRU�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�IDPLO\�OLIH��7KLV�

GHPDQGV� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� QHJRWLDWLRQV� DQG� FRQWHVWDWLRQV� RI� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� DQG�

PRUH� SXEOLF� VSKHUHV�� DV� ZHOO� DV� SHUVRQDO�� SULYDWH� VSKHUHV�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� FXOWXUDO�

EHOLHIV��IDPLO\�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��FODVV�DQG�PLJUDWLRQ�KLVWRU\��WKH�RULHQWDWLRQ�

                                                           
��,�GLVFXVV�ZRUN�DQG�IDPLO\�PRGHOV�LQ�&KDSWHU�����
4  6XVDQQH� :HVVHQGRUI� ������� uses the term ‘parochial space’ to describe local institutions and 
DVVRFLDWLRQV�� I use the term ‘semi�public’ interchangeably with institutional� RU� ORFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
VSDFHV��DUHQDV�RU�VSKHUHV� 
� �KWWS���ZZZ�E\GHO�DOQD�RVOR�NRPPXQH�QR�RPBRVVBLBE\GHOBDOQD�DUWLFOH����������KWPO� DFFHVVHG�
���������� 6WDWLVWLFV� 1RUZD\� �66%�� GHILQHV� D� SHUVRQ� ZLWK� PLJUDQW� EDFNJURXQG� DV� VRPHRQH� ERUQ� LQ�
1RUZD\�ZKRVH�SDUHQWV�KDYH�ERWK�LPPLJUDWHG�IURP�DEURDG��



4 
 

RI� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� DUH�� DPRQJVW� RWKHU� WKLQJV�� VKDSHG� E\� LGHRORJLHV�

HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKHVH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�PDGH�UHOHYDQW�WKURXJK�WKH�SUDFWLFHV�RI�VWUHHW�OHYHO�

EXUHDXFUDWV��/LSVN\��>����@��������,W�LV�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�EURDG�ILHOG�RI�LQIOXHQFHV�WKDW�WKH�

YDULRXV�LGHDV�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�HPHUJH�DQG�DUH�FRQWHVWHG���

I understand ‘governance’ �)RXFDXOW��������QHLWKHU�DV�XQLGLUHFWLRQDO��QRU�DV�D�

PDWWHU� RI� SRZHU� RQ� WKH� RQH� VLGH� DQG� UHVLVWDQFH� RQ� WKH� RWKHU� VLGH��5DWKHU�� ,� H[SORUH�

JRYHUQLQJ� WR� HQFRPSDVV� ERWK� RI� WKHVH��ZKLFK� I explore through Scott’s hidden DQG�

public transcripts���������,QGHHG��,�ILQG�WKDW�VWUHHW�level bureaucrats’ �/LSVN\��>����@�

������UDWLRQDOLWLHV�DQG�WHFKQRORJLHV��0LOOHU�	�5RVH��������FDQ�EHFRPH�D�UHVRXUFH�IRU�

PRWKHUV� LQ� LPDJLQLQJ�DQG� IDFLOLWDWLQJ� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� LQ� WKHLU�RZQ� OLYHV�DQG� WKRVH�RI�

WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� 7KH� HWKQRJUDSK\� LQ� WKUHH� RI� WKH� &KDSWHUV� ���� �� DQG� ���� LV� PDLQO\�

FHQWUHG� LQ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� DUHQDV�� $GGLWLRQDOO\�� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� ,� H[SORUH� WKH� JHQGHUHG�

LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�WZR�VWDWH�ILQDQFLDO�LQFHQWLYHV�IRU�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ���

$OO�WKH�IDPLOLHV�,�KDYH�VWXGLHG�OLYH�VRPH�IRUP�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�OLIH��LQ�WKH�VHQVH�

WKDW�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�DQG�WUDYHOV�WR�3DNLVWDQ�UHPDLQ�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKHP�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�DV�

SDUHQWV��DQG�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�ZDQW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI��)XUWKHU��QHWZRUNV�

DQG�UHODWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�HPRWLRQV��H[WHQG�EH\RQG�WKH�ERXQGDU\�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ�VWDWH��DQG�

VHUYH� WR�PRXOG� WKH�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQV�RI� WKHVH� LQ�1RUZD\��7KHUH� H[LVW�PDQ\�

VWXGLHV�RI�PLJUDQW�DQG�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�IDPLO\�SUDFWLFHV��H�J��&KDPEHUODLQ��������2OZLJ��

������=RQWLQL�� ������ DQG� LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� FDULQJ� �H�J��(UHO�� ������ ������

/LDPSXWWRQJ��������0DLWHU�	�*HRUJH��������5H\QROGV�� �������7KH� IHZ� VWXGLHV� WKDW�

DUH�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W���VXFK�DV�1HZWh and Corbett’s 

VWXG\� RI� EHKDYLRXU� DQG� HPRWLRQDO� SUREOHPV� LQ� WKUHH�\HDU�ROG� FKLOGUHQ� RI� $VLDQ�

SDUHQWDJH� OLYLQJ� LQ� %LUPLQJKDP� ������� and Rudy and Grusec’s study of effects 

DXWKRULWDWLYH� SDUHQWLQJ� DPRQJ� GLIIHUHQW� PLJUDQW� JURXSV� LQ� &DQDGD� ������� WHQG� WR�

IRFXV�on immigrants’ adaptation��RU�ODFN�WKHUHRI��in a ‘new land’��RU�WR�IRFXV�PDLQO\�

RQ�LGHQWLW\�PDNLQJ�DQG�WKH�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�HOHPHQW�RI�UHDULQJ��H�J��=HLWO\Q����������

0\� VWXG\� FRQWULEXWHV� WR� VWXGLHV� RI� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� IDPLOLHV� E\�

GUDZLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�socialisation practices, but not with the aim of ‘solving’ the VR�

FDOOHG�‘problem’ of adaptation. Rather, I am concerned with underVWDQGLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�
                                                           
��I use the term ‘migration context’ throughout, recognising its limitationV��,�XVH�WKH�WHUP�EURDGO\��DQG�
WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�OLYH�WKHLU�OLYHV��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�KDYH�
LPPLJUDWHG�RU�QRW��,�XQGHUVWDQG�GRPHVWLF�VSKHUHV�DV�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[WV�ERWK�EHFDXVH�DOO�KRPHV�KRXVH�D�
SHUVRQ�ZKR�KDV�LPPLJUDWHG��DQG�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�LV�XVXDOO\�IUHTXHQW�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�UHODWLYHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�LQ�
PRVW� RI� WKH� KRXVHKROGV� ,� VWXGLHG�� ,� DP�DZDUH�RI� WKH� OLPLWDWLRQV�RI� WKH� WHUP� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� LW�PD\�
SLJHRQKROH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DV�EHLQJ�XQVHWWOHG�DQG�QRW�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�1RUZD\��
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DQG�PRWLYDWLRQV�� DQG� WKH� GLYHUVLW\� RI� GHWHUPLQDQWV� DQG� DPELWLRQV� WKDW� LQIOXHQFH� WKH�

FRXUVH�WKHVH�WDNH��,�GR�VR�E\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�SHUVRQKRRG�RULHQWDWLRQV�–�DQG�QRW�VR�PXFK�

‘cultural change’ or as the shift from being ‘traditional’ to becoming ‘modern’. 

$QQLFN�3ULHXU��������argues that terms such as ‘the traditional’ and ‘the modern’ are 

PRUH�G\QDPLF�ZD\V�RI�DSSURaching practice than ‘ethnic etiquette’. Further, she adds, 

WKHUH�LV�D�FHUWDLQ�DPRXQW�RI�DUURJDQFH�LQ� WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�DOO�KXPDQNLQG�IROORZV�

WKH�VDPH�OLQHDU�SDWK�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�������������–� LQGHHG��WKH�FULWLTXH�RI�QRWLRQV�RI�

XQLOLQHDU� VRFLDO� HYROXWLRQ� ZDV� IRXQGDWLRQDO� IRU� PRGHUQ� DQWKURSRORJ\� PRUH� WKDQ� D�

FHQWXU\� DJR�� DQG� LW� UHPDLQV� LPSRUWDQW� HYHQ� WRGD\�� 7DNLQJ� WKH� VHOI� DV� D� SRLQW� RI�

departure, thereby moving beyond both ‘HWKQLF�etiquette’ and the modern/traditional 

GLFKRWRP\�� HQDEOHV� DQ� H[SORUDWLRQ� RI� VRFLDO� FKDQJH� DV� D� KLVWRULFDO� SURFHVV� ZLWKRXW�

FHPHQWLQJ� WKLV�SURFHVV� DV� VWDUWLQJ�DW� WUDGLWLRQ�RU�EHLQJ� WUDGLWLRQDO� DQG�HQGLQJ�DW� WKH�

PRGHUQ�RU�EHFRPLQJ�PRGHUQ���

,W�ZDV�P\�LQIRUPDQW�$DQ\D�������WKH�PRWKHU�RI�WZR�FKLOGUHQ��ZKR�ILUVW�PDGH�

PH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�SODFH�RI�WKH�SDVW�DQG�WKH�IXWXUH�LQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV��DQG�

WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK� WKHVH� DUH�PDGH� VHQVH� RI� WKURXJK� UHODWLRQV� WR� SK\VLFDO� SODFH� DQG�

EHORQJLQJ��DV�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�WKHVLV��:KLOH�WKH�IXWXUH�LV�IXQGDPHQWDO�WR�

DOO� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� this is, I argue, intensified in a migration context, where mothers’ 

EDODQFLQJ� DFWV� EHWZHHQ� FRQWLQXLW\� DQG� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� DUH� SDUWLFXODUO\� FRPSOH[� DQG�

FUHDWLYH��$DQ\D��D�SKDUPDFLVW�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�1RUZD\��LV�PDUULHG�WR�$GQDQ�������D�

OHJDO�DGYLVRU��ZKR�FDPH�WR�1RUZD\�WKURXJK�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�UHXQLILFDWLRQ��7KH\�

OLYH� LQ� D� IODW� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKHLU� WZR� FKLOGUHQ�� 7DKLU� ���� DQG� 1RPL� ���� RQO\� ILYH�

minutes’ walk from where Aanya’s parents and her two unmarried younger brothers 

OLYH�� +DSSLO\� PDUULHG�� $DQ\D� KDV� DVSLUDWLRQV� IRU� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� WKDW� GHPDQG� D�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�KHU�RZQ�OLIH�DQG�WKDW�RI�KHU�KXVEDQG���

$DQ\D� LV� UDLVLQJ� WKHLU� VRQ� 7DKLU� ZLWK� WKH� DPELWLRQ� WKDW� KH� ZLOO� EHFRPH� D�

GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�PDQ�WKDQ�$GQDQ��6KH�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�VKH�GRHV�QRW�ZLVK�IRU�KHU�VRQ�DQG�

KLV�IXWXUH�ZLIH�WR�IHHO�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�KHU�DQG�$GQDQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�JURZ�ROGHU��QRU�GRHV�

VKH�ZDQW�KHU�IXWXUH�GDXJKWHU�LQ�ODZ�RU�1RPL�WR�KDYH�VROH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�FDUHWDNLQJ�

WDVNV�LQ�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�OLYH�ZLWK�WKHLU�LQ�ODZV�RU�LQ�D�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROG��

‘Children have to move into the future, not backwards in time’�� VKH� WHOOV� PH�� 6KH�

ZDQWV�ERWK�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�JHW�D�JRRG�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�KDYH�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW��DQG�WR�

EH� LQ� UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZKHUH�ERWK�SDUWQHUV�KDYH� HTXDO�ZHLJKW� LQVLGH� DQG�RXWVLGH�RI� WKH�

KRPH���
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%HIRUH�VWDUWLQJ�RQ�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�,�KDG�QRW�DQWLFLSDWHG�WKH�JHQGHUHG��GLPHQVLRQ�

LQ�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�WR�EH�VR�SURPLQHQW�–�QRU�KDG�,�H[SHFWHG�WR�PHHW�PRWKHUV�OLNH�$DQ\D��

ZLWK�FRQVFLRXV�DQG�GHWHUPLQHG�DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�MRLQLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WKH�SDVW�DQG�WKH�IXWXUH�

LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW� WKURXJK� LQQRYDWLYHO\� VRFLDOLVLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� ZKHUH� DVSLUDWLRQV��

LPDJLQDWLRQ�DQG�KRSH�add a ‘prospective momentum to a present moment constantly 

invaded by retrospection’ �0L\D]DNL�������������

$� FHQWUDO� WKHPH� LQ� WKH� WKHVLV� LV� SUHFLVHO\� WKH� G\QDPLF� UHODWLRQVKLS� LQ�

SHUVRQKRRG� RULHQWDWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� D� PRUH� VRFLR�FHQWULF� WRZDUGV� D� PRUH� HJRFHQWULF�

RULHQWDWLRQ� �'XPRQW�� ������ SDUWLFXODUO\� DV� LW� HPHUJHV� LQ� JHQGHUHG� LGHDOV� DQG�

SUDFWLFHV�� 7KH� PRWKHUV� ,� KDYH� VWXGLHG� IRFXV� RQ� D� SDUWLFXODU� NLQG� RI� IXWXUH�� IRU�

WKHPVHOYHV�EXW�HYHQ�PRUH�VR�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��7KLV�LV�D�IXWXUH�WKDW�GLYHUJHV�IURP�WKH�

SDVW�� EXW� ZLWKRXW� FRQVWLWXWLQJ� D� FOHDU� EUHDN� ZLWK� LW�� &HQWUDO� KHUH� DUH� WKH� LQKHUHQW�

DPELJXLWLHV� DQG� LQFRKHUHQFLHV�� PXUNLQHVV� DQG� PHVVLQHVV� RI� WKHVH� SRWHQWLDOO\�

transformative processes of persons, and how mothers’ images and experiences of the 

SDVW� DQG� YLVLRQV� DQG� DPELWLRQV� IRU� WKH� IXWXUH� LQIRUP� DQG� FRQVWLWXWH� D� FDSDFLW\� WKDW�

JXLGHV�WKHLU�DFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW���

0RWKHUV��PRUH�VR� WKDQ� IDWKHUV� LQ�P\� LPSUHVVLRQ��HQYLVLRQ�DQG�ZRUN� WRZDUGV�

LQVWDOOLQJ� PRUH� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� RULHQWDWLRQV� LQ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� E\�

FRQVFLRXVO\� VHHNLQJ� WR� OHVVHQ� WKH� VHQVH� RI� GXW\� WKDW� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR� IHHO�

WRZDUGV�WKH�IDPLO\��3DUWLFXODUO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DUH�KRZ�PRWKHUV�ZRUN�WRZDUGV�JHQGHULQJ�

WKHLU�VRQV��&KDSWHU�����DV�WKH�FDVH�RI�$DQ\D�DOVR�VKRZV��0RWKHUV�PD\�DOVR�DLP�WR�VKLIW�

their own orientations towards ‘100% independence’, as one informant wrote to me in 

D�WH[W�PHVVDJH��H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WDNLQJ�D�GUiver’s licence which she had 

EHJXQ� WUDLQLQJ� IRU� ZKHQ� KHU� \RXQJHVW� FKLOG� VWDUWHG� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� +RZHYHU�� WKH�

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�SDWK�IRU�PRWKHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�KDV�D�VRPHZKDW�PRUH�ZLQGLQJ�WUDMHFWRU\�

WKDQ�WKDW�WKH\�LPDJLQH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��ZKLFK�LV�VKDSHG�E\�DPRQJVW�RWKHU�PDUNHUV��

ZKHWKHU�PRWKHUV�DUH�ILUVW��RU�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�E\�WKHLU�OHYHO�

RI�HGXFDWLRQ���

�

                                                           
7�I discuss gender below, but in the text, I use ‘gender’ broadly referring to ‘a type of category 
differentiation’, with ‘male’ and ‘female’ indicating gender constructs �6WUDWKHUQ�������L[����
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Aims and motivations of the study 
0\� 3K'� SURMHFW� LV� SDUW� RI� WKH� ODUJHU� LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\� UHVHDUFK� SURMHFW� Cultural 

complexity in the suburb: the centripetal and centrifugal forces of locality and place�

�VHH�$OJKDVL��(LGH�	�(ULNVHQ�� �����. The project’s ‘umbrella’ research question is: 

Which are the social and cultural processes that contribute to integration and 

belonging (social sustainability) in the suburb, and how are they embedded 

institutionally?� 7KLV� TXHVWLRQ� LV� SUHVHQW� LQ� WKH� EDFNJURXQG� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� WKHVLV�� LQ�

VRPH� FKDSWHUV�PRUH� H[SOLFLWO\� WKDQ� RWKHUV��0\� RZQ� RYHUDUFKLQJ� UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQV�

ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� WKH�

ERURXJK�UHDG�DV�IROORZV���

1. What is ‘good motherhood’, what kind of methods of socialisation do mothers 

use, and with what aims? How do they use socialisation as a tool for priming 

their children for the kind of future they imagine for them?  

2. How are immigrant families and practices of socialisation and parenthood 

governed through local institutions? How do mothers negotiate the tensions in 

the conflicting expectations of welfare-state and ‘traditional’ approaches? 

3. How do mothers make sense of and mould their own gendered lives amid the 

tensions between gender ideologies and family models based on gender-

complementary roles, and those based on symmetrical gender roles? 

4. What is the significance of place, and how is parenthood used a tool to mould 

socioeconomic and geographical mobility for children and manage the ways 

in which diversity is lived in the Alna area of Oslo?  

�

,Q� DSSURDFKLQJ� WKHVH� EURDG�TXHVWLRQV�� ,� H[SORUH� LGHDOV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� RI�PRWKHUKRRG�

DQG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHVH�DUH�PDQLIHVWHG�LQ�DQG�E\�EURDGHU�VRFLDO�

VWUXFWXUHV� DQG� RUJDQLVDWLRQ�� ,� DP� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� PRWLYDWLRQV�� KRSHV� DQG� LGHDOV� LQ�

DGGLWLRQ� WR� SUDFWLFHV�� DQG� WKH� SRWHQWLDOV� RI� WUDQVIRUPLQJ� WKHVH�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� ZLWK�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV� RI� WRGGOHUV� DV� WKH� FHQWUH� RI�P\� VWXG\�� ,� KDYH� IRFXVHG�

ILHOGZRUN� RQ� DQG� LQ� WKUHH� DUHDV� RU� VLWHV�� ZKHUH� ERXQGDULHV� EHFRPH� SDUWLFXODUO\�

UHOHYDQW�DQG�FRQWHVWHG��DQG�WKXV�QHJRWLDWLRQV�HYLGHQW�DQG�QHFHVVDU\��local institutional 

sites�� ZKHUH� PRWKHUV� DQG� RIILFLDOV� PHHW�� private homes�� ZKHUH� PRWKHUV� HQJDJH� LQ�

EURDGHU�IDPLO\�QHWZRUNV��DQG� LQ�D� transnational setting�� WKURXJK�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�DQG�

IDPLOLHV�QHJRWLDWH�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�PRELOLW\�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ���
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$W� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� ����� WKHUH�ZHUH� ��� ���� SHRSOH� RI� 3DNLVWDQL� GHVFHQW� LQ�

1RUZD\�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKRVH� ERUQ� LQ� 1RUZD\� RI� LPPLJUDQW� SDUHQWV� DQG� WKRVH� ZKR�

WKHPVHOYHV� KDG� LPPLJUDWHG�� ,Q� ����� WKH� ILJXUH�ZDV� �������� 7RGD\�� WKHUH� DUH� �VWLOO��

VOLJKWO\� PRUH� ILUVW�� WKDQ� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� $PRQJ� VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQWV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� 3DNLVWDQLV� DUH� WKH� ODUJHVW� JURXS� �DSSUR[LPDWHO\�

��������IROORZHG�E\�6RPDOLV��DSSUR[LPDWHO\��������2VOR�FRQVLVWV�RI����ERURXJKV���RI�

ZKLFK�$OQD�ERURXJK�LV�WKH�PRVW�HWKQLFDOO\�GLYHUVH��ZLWK�UHVLGHQWV�IURP�����GLIIHUHQW�

QDWLRQ�VWDWH� EDFNJURXQGV�� ����RI�ZKLFK� KDYH� D� EDFNJURXQG� IRUP�$VLDQ� RU�$IULFDQ�

FRXQWULHV��+¡\GDKO�������������

5HVLGHQWV�JHQHUDOO\�DSSUHFLDWH�WKHVH�DVVHWV�RI�GLYHUVLWLHV�RI�ODQJXDJH��HWKQLFLW\�

DQG� UHOLJLRQ�� DOWKRXJK� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� WKHVH� GLYHUVLWLHV� LV� DOVR� FRQWHVWHG�� WR�ZKLFK�ZH�

VKDOO� UHWXUQ� LQ�&KDSWHU����3DNLVWDQLV�FRQVWLWXWH� WKH� ODUJHVW� LPPLJUDQW�JURXS� LQ�$OQD��

IROORZHG� E\�0RURFFDQV� DQG�7XUNV�–�ZKLFK�� HYHQ� WDNHQ� WRJHWKHU�� GR� QRW�PDWFK� WKH�

QXPEHU�RI�3DNLVWDQLV��7KHUH�DUH������$OQD�UHVLGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��DQG�

an additional 4960 have a Pakistani background. More than half of Alna’s Pakistanis 

KDYH�OLYHG�LQ�1RUZD\�IRU����\HDUV�RU�PRUH��DQG�QHDUO\�����KDYH�OLYHG�LQ�1RUZD\�IRU�

PRUH� WKDQ� D� GHFDGH� �DOO� ILJXUHV�+¡\GDKO�� ������������� 3HRSOH� RI�3DNLVWDQL� GHVFHQW��

WKXV�� KDYH� OLYHG� LQ�1RUZD\�DQG� LQ�$OQD� IRU� D� ORQJ� WLPH�� DQG� IHHO� D� VWURQJ� VHQVH�RI�

EHORQJLQJ�WKHUH��ZKLOH�WKH\�FRQWLQXH�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�QHWZRUNV��,�GLVFXVV�RI�

GLYHUVLW\��EHORQJLQJ�DQG�WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�IXUWKHU�LQ�&KDSWHU�����

7ZR�WXUQV�LQ�SXEOLF�GLVFRXUVH�LQIRUP�P\�VWXG\��EXW�DV�EDFNJURXQG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�

WRSLFV�RI� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��)LUVWO\�� LQ� UHFHQW�\HDUV�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�SRVW�������SHUFHSWLRQV�

of Muslims as ‘problematic’ have increased, especially centred around matters like 

JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\�� ORZ� IHPDOH� ODERXU�PDUNHW� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� FKLOG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� IDPLO\�

SUDFWLFHV� IDYRXULQJ� H[WHQGHG� IDPLO\� KRXVHKROGV�� DQG� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PDUULDJHV�

�VRPHWLPHV� HTXDWHG� LQ� SXEOLF� GLVFRXUVH� DV� IRUFHG� PDUULDJH� � �–� DOO� VHHQ� DV�

LUUHFRQFLODEOH�ZLWK�GLVFRXUVHV�RI�1RUZHJLDQ�YDOXHV��6HFRQGO\��2VOR�LV�D�FODVV�GLYLGHG�

FLW\��%��$QGHUVHQ��������(ULNVHQ���������DQG�WHUPV�OLNH�ghetto, segregation��parallel 

                                                           
��%RURXJKV�KDYH�VLPLODU�IXQFWLRQV�WR�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV��2VOR�LV�WKH�RQO\�FLW\�LQ�1RUZD\�WKDW�KDV�WKLV�NLQG�
RI�ERURXJK�VWUXFWXUH��HDFK�ERURXJK�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�EXGJHW�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��
��7KHUH�ZDV�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�KHDWHG�GHEDWH�LQ� WKH�PHGLD�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�RI�������VSXUUHG�E\�ILOP�GLUHFWRU�
8OULN�,PWLD]�5ROIVHQ��ZKR�KDV�DQ�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�PRWKHU�DQG�D�3DNLVWDQL�IDWKHU��LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�
WKH�ODXQFK�RI�KLV�ODWHVW�ILOP�+DUDP��DQG�WKH�VKRZLQJ�RI�D�GRFXPHQWDU\�RQ�QDWLRQDO�79�DERXW�DUUDQJHG�
PDUULDJH� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ� 3DNLVWDQLV�� 6HH� IRU� H[DPSOH� KWWS���ZZZ�DIWHQSRVWHQ�QR�NXOWXU�8OULN�
,PWLD]�5ROIVHQ�GHQJHU�ORV�SD�QRUVNSDNLVWDQHUH���������KWPO�
KWWS���ZZZ�GDJEODGHW�QR������������NXOWXU�PHQLQJHU�GHEDWW�NURQLNN�IULYLOOLJBWYDQJ�����������
KWWS���ZZZ�QUN�QR�NXOWXU�B�EOLU�RSSGUDWW�WLO�D�JRGWD�KHQWHHNWHVNDS������������DOO�DFFHVVHG����������
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societies�DQG�white flight�DUH�FRPPRQO\�XVHG�LQ�WKH�PHGLD��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�UHSRUWLQJ�

IURP�WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\��VHH�$OJKDVL�HW�DO���������%��$QGHUVHQ���������������'XULQJ�

ILHOGZRUN�� DQG� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH� VSULQJ� RI� ������ WKHUH� ZHUH� KHDWHG� PHGLD� GHEDWHV�

DERXW�WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\�DQG�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��LWV�HWKQLF�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�

GLYHUVLW\��7KH�QXPEHU�RI�IDPLOLHV� OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�9DOOH\�LQ�ZKLFK�RQH�RU�ERWK�SDUHQWV�

ZHUH�born in Norway is decreasing, and media reported that ‘increasingly, Norwegian 

families move out of the Grorud Valley’. Alna�SURMHFW�UHVHDUFKHU�,YDU�0RUNHQ�QRWHG� 

‘There has always been movement of people in Oslo, but what is particular in the 

Grorud Valley is that almost no white [families] move there anymore.’����

,Q� 0DUFK� ������ DQ� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� HPSOR\HH� OLYLQJ� DQG�

ZRUNLQJ� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK�� 3DWULFN� cVHUXG�� DQQRXQFHG� RYHU� WZR� SDJHV� LQ� D� QDWLRQDO�

QHZVSDSHU�WKDW�KH�was moving out of the Valley because ‘it is difficult to be ethnic 

Norwegian here’ and that he did not want to ‘risk’ his children growing up there. 

cVHUXG�TXLW�KLV� MRE�LQ�D�ORFDO�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DQG�PRYHG�RXW�RI�2VOR��H[SODLQLQJ� ‘We 

needed interpreters in 10 out of 18 meetings with parents (foreldresamtaler). What 

kind of possibilities do we then have to establish a good environment for 

collaboration with homes?’ +H�FRQWLQXHG��‘There are kindergartens…where children 

are being bullied for having salami on their sandwiches.’���0LUDQGD��DQ�HPSOR\HH�LQ�

RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZKR� KDG�KHUVHOI�PLJUDWHG� WR�1RUZD\��EHFDPH�SDUWLFXODUO\� DQJU\�

DQG�XSVHW��VD\LQJ��‘he is one of us, and then he goes and does this…’�1RW�RQO\�GLG�VKH�

NQRZ�cVHUXG�DQG�IHHO�GLVDSSRLQWHG�LQ�KLP�SHUVRQDOO\��EXW�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\��VKH�GLG�

QRW�UHFRJQLVH�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�KH�GHVFULEHG�IURP�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�RU�VKDUH�KLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�

RQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�9DOOH\��,�FRQWLQXH�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�$OQD�DQG�WKH�9DOOH\�LQ�

WKH� QH[W� FKDSWHU� DQG� UHWXUQ� WR� D� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� GLYHUVLW\� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� LQ�

&KDSWHU����� ,�QRWH�KHUH��KRZHYHU�� WKDW� ,�GR�QRW�VHHN� WR� ILQG�D�VROXWLRQ� WR�SHUFHLYHG�

SUREOHPV� RI� LQWHJUDWLRQ� RU� VHJUHJDWLRQ�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKLV� VWXG\� WRXFKHV� RQ� WKHVH�

EURDGHU� SRSXODU� GHEDWHV�� 5DWKHU�� ERWK� WKHPDWLFDOO\� DQG� DQDO\WLFDOO\�� P\� DQDO\VLV�

H[WHQGV�EH\RQG�WKHVH�FRQFHUQV�WRZDUGV�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�VKDUHG�KXPDQ�H[SHULHQFHV�

PRUH�JHQHUDOO\���

�

                                                           
�� �KWWS���ZZZ�QUN�QR�RVWODQGVVHQGLQJHQ�JURUXGGDOHQB�BQRUVNH�IDPLOLHUB�XW������������ DFFHVVHG�
����������P\�WUDQVODWLRQ��
���KWWS���ZZZ�RVORE\�QR�Q\KHWHU��'HW�HU�YDQVNHOLJ��D�YDUH�HWQLVN�QRUVN�KHU���������KWPO�
KWWS���ZZZ�RVORE\�QR�Q\KHWHU�)RUODWHU�*URUXGGDOHQ���IDU�PDVVLY�VWRWWH���������KWPO�� ERWK� DFFHVVHG�
����������P\�WUDQVODWLRQV�� 
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Theoretical orientations  
0\� WKHPDWLF� DQG� HPSLULFDO� IRFL� GLUHFW�P\� WKHRUHWLFDO� DSSURDFKHV�� ,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,�

HQJDJH�ZLWK�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�SHUVRQKRRG��JHQGHU�DQG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�GLVFXVV�OLWHUDWXUH�

RQ� PRGHOV� DQG� JUDPPDUV�� DQG� JRYHUQDQFH�� ,� HQG� WKH� FKDSWHU� ZLWK� D� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI�

VRFLDO� FKDQJH�� DQG� WKH� SRWHQWLDOV� RI� PRWKHULQJ� LQ� IDFLOLWDWLQJ� WKLV�� 6RFLDOLVDWLRQ� LV�

IUHTXHQWO\� H[SORUHG� ZLWKLQ� SV\FKRORJLFDOO\� RULHQWHG� IUDPHZRUNV�� WDNLQJ� FRJQLWLYH�

PRGHOV�DV�SRLQW�RI�GHSDUWXUH�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�HPSLULFDO�SKHQRPHQD��+HUH��,�GLVFXVV�

models as they have developed from anthropology’s concern with universals and 

SDUWLFXODUV�� VWDUWLQJ� IURP� WKH� FXOWXUH� DQG� SHUVRQDOLW\� VFKRRO�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� EHFDXVH�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�PRGHOV�HPHUJH�DV�‘HPLF�GLVFRXUVHV’�RI�WKH�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV�LQ�WKH�

ERURXJK��WKH\�KDYH�EHFRPH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�P\�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�SUDFWLFH���

,Q� P\� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� SHUVRQKRRG� DQG� VHOI�RWKHU� UHODWLRQV�� ,� SD\� SDUWLFXODU�

DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� VHHQ� �DV� EHLQJV� DQG� EHFRPLQJV�� DQG� WR�

JHQGHU�DQG�JHQGHU�UHODWLRQV��7KLV�LV�FHQWUDO�EHFDXVH�JHQGHU�LV�D�FHQWUDO�VRFLDO�PDUNHU�

WKDW�ZRPHQ�ZRUN�DW� VKLIWLQJ�DORQJ� WKH�VFDOH�RI� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�DXWRQRP\�ERWK�

IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU��,�LQGLFDWH�VRPH�ZD\V�RI�

DSSURDFKLQJ�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH�DQG�WKH�LQKHUHQW�SRWHQWLDOV�RI�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�HPHUJH�

LQ� DQG� IURP� VRFLDO� SUDFWLFH�� +HUH�� ,� UHWXUQ� WR� LVVXHV� RI� SHUVRQKRRG� DQG� PRGHOV� RU�

grammars, and argue for an anthropological analysis that encompasses peoples’ 

KRSHV��GULYHV�DQG�DPELWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�SUDFWLFHV���

,Q� &KDSWHUV� �� DQG� �� ,� H[WHQG� P\� WKHRUHWLFDO� GLVFXVVLRQV�� DQG� LQWURGXFH�

DGGLWLRQDO� SHUVSHFWLYHV� WR� WKRVH� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,� FRQVLGHU� WKHVH� WZR�

FKDSWHUV� WR� EH� HWKQRJUDSKLF� EDFNJURXQG� FKDSWHUV� ZKHUH� ,� XVH� P\� HWKQRJUDSK\� WR�

GLVFXVV� PRUH� WRSLFDO� WKHRUHWLFDO� SHUVSHFWLYHV� WKDW� DGG� WR� WKH� PRUH� RYHUDUFKLQJ�

WKHRUHWLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��&KDSWHU����ZKHUH�,� LQWURGXFH�$OQD�

DV� D� SODFH� LQ�PRUH� GHWDLO�� JLYHV� D� FULWLFDO� UHYLHZ� RI� WKH� OLWHUDWXUH� RQ�PLJUDWLRQ� DQG�

GLYHUVLW\��ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�D�EDFNJURXQG�IRU�WKH�WKHVLV�DQG�LV�OLQNHG�WR�&KDSWHUV���DQG�

���LQ�SDUWLFXODU��,Q�&KDSWHU����,�SUHVHQW�DQG�GLVFXVV�3DNLVWDQL�DQG�1RUZHJLDQ�IDPLO\�

PRGHOV� DQG� IDPLO\� SROLWLFV� LQ� WKH� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH�� ,� GLVFXVV� OLWHUDWXUH� RQ� GLDVSRUD�

3DNLVWDQLV�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�LQWURGXFH�FODVV�DQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�DV�SHUVSHFWLYHV�WKDW�,�UHWXUQ�WR�

LQ�P\�DQDO\VLV�RI�SUDFWLFH�DQG�DPELWLRQ�WKURXJKRXW�P\�WKHVLV��

�
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Concepts of personhood 
$QWKURSRORJLVWV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQV�DQG�DFWLRQV��EXW� WKHVH� UHODWLRQV�

FDQQRW� EH� XQGHUVWRRG� ZLWKRXW� D� SHUVSHFWLYH� RQ� ZKDW� LW� PHDQV� WR� EH� KXPDQ� �LQ�

1RUZHJLDQ��menneskesyn�� �(ULNVHQ�� ������� )XUWKHU�� ZKDW� LW� PHDQV� WR� EH� KXPDQ� LV�

VXEMHFW�WR��FKDQJLQJ��VRFLDO�FRQGLWLRQV��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�DQG�KRZ�LW�LV�WR�EH�KXPDQ�

ZLWK� GLIIHUHQW� PRUDO� RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG� LQ� VRFLDO� FRQWH[WV� GHPDQGV� WKDW� ZH� GUDZ�

DWWHQWLRQ� WR� SHUVRQKRRG�� ,QGHHG�� IRU� 6XVDQ� 5DVPXVVHQ�� WKH� VHOI� DQG� SHUVRQKRRG�

FRQFHUn precisely ‘what it means to be human’ ���������� �� �&RQVHTXHQWO\�� LQ�

H[SORULQJ� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� LW� LV� HVVHQWLDO� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� FRQFHSWV� RI� SHUVRQKRRG� DPRQJ�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� ZKHUH�� SXW� EOXQWO\�� SHUVRQKRRG� WR� D� ODUJH� �EXW� GHFUHDVLQJ��

H[WHQW� IDYRXUV� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� RYHU� LQGHSHQGHQFH�� REOLJDWLRQ� RYHU� LQGLYLGXDO�

DPELWLRQ��+RZHYHU�� DV�ZH� VKDOO� VHH�� SHUVRQKRRG� LV� DOVR� JHQGHUHG�� )XUWKHU�� WKHUH� LV�

DOVR�QR�FOHDU�FXW�ERXQGDU\�EHWZHHQ�PDMRULW\�1RUZHJLDQ�ZRUOGV�RQH�WKH�RQH�KDQG�DQG�

3DNLVWDQL�1RUZHJLDQ�ZRUOGV� RQ� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� ��� \HDUV� RI� FRH[LVWHQFH� DQG� OLYLQJ�

WRJHWKHU� KDV� FUHDWHG�PDQ\� JUH\� ]RQHV�� ILHOGV� RI� FRQWHVWDWLRQ� DQG� IX]]\� ERXQGDULHV��

)XUWKHU��SHUVRQKRRG�RULHQWDWLRQV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�GLFKRWRPRXV��EXW�UDWKHU�

VFDODU�� DV� ZHOO� DV� LQFRQVLVWHQW� RU� OD\HUHG� �(ZLQJ�� ������ ������� 7KHVH� DSSURDFKHV��

ZKLFK�RSHQ�XS�IRU�D�VWXG\�RI�VKLIWV�LQ�degree RI�RULHQWDWLRQV�RSHQ�XS�IRU�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�

WKH�FRPSOH[LWLHV�RI�VRFLDO�FKDQJH��6LQFH��DV�5DVPXVVHQ�QRWHV��SHUVRQKRRG�LGHRORJLHV�

‘prevalent within any culture predispose speFLILF�ZD\V� RI� DSSURDFKLQJ� UHODWLRQVKLSV�

with self and others and with action’ �����������,�KROG�WKDW�SHUVRQKRRG�LGHRORJLHV�RU�

RULHQWDWLRQV� PXVW� EH� D� SRLQW� RI� GHSDUWXUH� LQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� VRFLDO� FKDQJH� DQG�

DVSLUDWLRQV����

0DQ\� DQWKURSRORJLFDO� VWXGLHV� RI� SHUVRQKRRG� KDYH� EHHQ� FRQGXFWHG� LQ� DQG�

DURXQG� 0HODQHVLD� �-RVHSKLGHV�� ������ 6WUDWKHUQ�� ������� 3RO\QHVLD� �0DJHR�� �������

,QGLD� �'XPRQW�� ������ /DPE�� ������0DUULRWW�� ������ DQG� DPRQJ� 3DNLVWDQLV� �(ZLQJ��

������ ������� 7KHUH� KDV� EHHQ� OHVV� IRFXV� RQ� SHUVRQKRRG� LQ� D�:HVWHUQ� RU� (XURSHDQ�

FRQWH[W�� but Dumont refines his thought on ‘individualistic’ societies in Homo 

aequalis��)URP�0DQGHYLOOH�WR�0DU[�LQ�WKH�(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQ����������ZKHUH�UHODWLRQV�

between ‘men and things’ are more important than relDWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�PHQ��DQG�IXUWKHU�

                                                           
���Quinn uses ‘the self’ and ‘personality’ interchangeably and equates ‘personality’ in the Culture and 
Personality School to ‘selfhood’ as it is understood today ��������&DUVWHQ�writes of ‘the person’ ��������
while Moore prefers ‘the subject’ and ‘the subject position’, the latter which takes power dynamics into 
DFFRXQW�������. I use ‘the self’ and ‘the person’ interchangeably, and use ‘the subject’ or ‘subjected to’ 
ZKHQ�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�VHOI�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�SRZHU�UHODWLRQV��
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where, in Dumont’s argument, central elements of social organisation (economics, 

PRUDOLW\�DQG�SROLWLFV��DUH�VHSDUDWH�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU���

,� GR� QRW� DWWHPSW� WR� FRQGXFW� D� WKHRUHWLFDO� FURVV�FRPSDULVRQ� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� RI�

taking these theoretical innovations ‘home’, but I do find it useful to approach the 

NLQG� RI� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� SUDFWLFHV� WKDW� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� HQJDJH� LQ� E\�

GUDZLQJ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� VRPH� RI� WKLV� OLWHUDWXUH�� ,Q� SV\FKRORJ\�� WKH� VHOI� LV� VHHQ� DV�

FRQVLVWLQJ� RI� WZR� FRPSRQHQWV�� LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� �-DYR�� ����������

7KH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHVH�FRPSRQHQWV�DUH�YDOXHG�DQG�HPSKDVLVHG�LQ�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�LV�

D� PDWWHU� RI� HPSLULFDO� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�� 'XPRQW� GLVWLQJXLVKHV� EHWZHHQ� WZR� PXWXDOO\�

RSSRVHG� FRQILJXUDWLRQV� RI� VHOI� –� the collective man� DQG� the indivisible man� –� DQG�

KROGV�WKDW�WKH�collective man VWUHVVHV�VRFLHW\�DV�D�ZKROH�DQG�LV�KLHUDUFKLFDO��ZKHUHDV�

WKH�indivisible man�is individual but also somehow ‘incarnates the whole of mankind’ 

������������� ,Q� 'XPRQWLDQ� WHUPV� WKH� :HVWHUQ� QRWLRQ� RI� VHOI� LV� LQGLYLGXDO� DQG�

FRKHVLYH��ERXQGHG�DQG�DXWRQRPRXV��LQGLYLVLEOH���ZKHUHDV�WKH�QRQ�:HVWHUQ�QRWLRQ�RI�

VHOI�LV�YLHZHG�DV�GLYLGXDO��UHODWLRQDO�DQG�GHSHQGHQW��FROOHFWLYH����

0DUULRWW� ������� questions Dumont’s dualistic approach to personhood and 

DUJXHV�WKDW�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR��+LQGX��6RXWK�$VLDQV��SHUVRQV�PXVW�EH�YLHZHG�DV�GLYHUVH�

UDWKHU�WKDQ�DV�HLWKHU�RU��EHFDXVH�WKH�SHUVRQ�LV�FRQVWLWXWHG�E\�DQG�WKURXJK�UHODWLRQV�DQG�

WUDQVDFWLRQV� RI� PDWHULDO� VXEVWDQFHV�� 7KLV�� ,� ILQG�� LV� VR� DOVR� DPRQJ� 3DNLVWDQLV�� D�

VLPLODULW\� WKDW� LV� QRW� VXUSULVLQJ� JLYHQ� WKDW�+LQGXV� DQG�0XVOLPV� XQWLO� IDLUO\� UHFHQWO\�

OLYHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�FRXQWU\��DQG�KDYH�DOZD\V�OLYHG�VRPH�IRUP�RI�LQWHUFRQQHFWHG�OLYHV��

2QH� H[DPSOH� DPRQJ� 3DNLVWDQLV� LV� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQ� RI� lena/dena� UHODWLRQVKLSV� RI� JLIW�

H[FKDQJHV��ZKHUHE\� VRFLDO� UHODWLRQV� DQG� KLHUDUFKLHV� DUH� HVWDEOLVKHG� DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�

�VHH�DOVR�6DMMDG��������6KDZ���������7KHVH�UHODWLRQDO�ERQGV�DUH�ZHDNHQHG�RU�EURNHQ�

ZKHQ� SHRSOH� HLWKHU� GR� QRW� PHHW� RU� FKRRVH� WR� GLVFRQWLQXH� WKHVH� UHODWLRQV� E\� QRW�

DGKHULQJ�WR�WKH�REOLJDWLRQV�RI�WKH�JLIW��0DXVV�������>����@���$V�,�H[SORUH�LQ�&KDSWHU�

��� WKH� WUDQVIHUV� RI� LQWLPDFLHV� DQG� UHODWHGQHVV� �&DUVWHQ�� ����D�� DOVR� RFFXU� WKURXJK�

substances such as mothers’ milk and foods transmitted in everyday life or as ritual 

VXEVWDQFHV�� 7KH� SK\VLFDO� DQG� SV\FKRORJLFDO� ERG\� –� WKH� SHUVRQ� –� PD\� XQGHUJR�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV�WKURXJK� WKHVH�H[FKDQJHV�RI�PDWHULDO�VXEVWDQFHV��7KH�QDWXUH�RI� WKHVH�

H[FKDQJHV� LV�QRW�DUELWUDU\�� WKH\�DUH�FRQGXFWHG�ZLWKLQ�FXOWXUDO�DQG�VRFLDO� V\VWHPV�RI�

PHDQLQJ��VR�WKH�SHUVRQ�LV�FRQVWLWXWHG�LQ�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDWHULDO�DQG�WKH�VRFLDO�

�6RPPHUIHOW����������
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.DWKHULQH� (ZLQJ� ������� ������ RIIHUV� LQWHUHVWLQJ� LQVLJKWV� LQWR� SHUVRQKRRG�

DPRQJ� 3DNLVWDQL� ZRPHQ�� DQG� KROGV� WKDW� D� VLQJOH� PRGHO� RI� WKH� VHOI�� DV� HLWKHU�

DXWRQRPRXV�RU�LQWHUGHSHQGHQW��LV�LQDGHTXDWH�IRU�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�VHOYHV�

DUH�H[SHULHQFHG�DQG� UHSUHVHQWHG� ������������6KH�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�EHWZHHQ� LQWUDSV\FKLF�

DQG� LQWHUSHUVRQDO� DXWRQRP\�� DQG� DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH� VHOYHV� RI� 3DNLVWDQL� ZRPHQ�� RIWHQ�

XQGHUVWRRG� DV� UHODWLRQDO� DQG� QRQ�DXWRQRPRXV�� DOVR� FRQVLVW� RI� WKHVH� NLQGV� RI�

DXWRQRPLHV�� 'LVWLQJXLVKLQJ� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH� WZR� GLIIHUHQW� IRUPV� RI� DXWRQRP\��

according to Ewing, can eliminate some of the ‘theoretical confusion’ in studies of 

FXOWXUH� DQG� WKH� SV\FKH� –� referring to Dumont’s dualistic understanding of persons�

�(ZLQJ�� �����. Ewing’s position differV� IURP� WKRVH� RI�0DUULRWW� DQG� 'XPRQW�� ZKR�

ERWK�XQGHUVWDQG�6RXWK�$VLDQV�WR�EH�LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�EHLQJ�DXWRQRPRXV��

Ewing uses the example of young Pakistani women moving to the husband’s family 

XSRQ� PDUULDJH�� DQG� DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� LQWUDSV\FKLF� DXWRQRP\� LV� D�

SUHUHTXLVLWH� IRU� WKLV� VSDWLDO� DQG� UHODWLRQDO� WUDQVLWLRQ� WR� UXQ� VPRRWKO\� DQG� IRU�

HVWDEOLVKLQJ�JRRG� UHODWLRQVKLSV� LQ� WKH�QHZ�IDPLO\�� ,I� WKH�ZRPDQ�KDV�QRW�HVWDEOLVKHG�

WKLV�LQWUDSV\FKLF�DXWRQRP\��VKH�PD\�UHVSRQG�QHJDWLYHO\�WR�WKH�VWUHVV�RI�WKLV�UHODWLRQDO�

GLVWXUEDQFH� �������������� ,QWUDSV\FKLF� DXWRQRP\� LV� RI� VXFK� D� NLQG� WKDW� WKH� VRFLDO�

enmeshment does not feel like a threat of ‘losing oneself’. Thus, rather than 

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�VHOYHV�DV�HLWKHU�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�GLYLGXDO��(ZLQJ�DUJXHV�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WKH�

RQH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRSH�VXFFHVVIXOO\�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU���

Ewing’s approach allows us to move beyond an essentialist understanding of 

SHUVRQKRRGV�DV� IXQGDPHQWDOO\�GLFKRWRPRXV��HLWKHU�FROOHFWLYH�RU� LQGLYLVLEOH��)XUWKHU��

EHFDXVH� VKH� RSHQV� XS� IRU� WDNLQJ� WKH� GHJUHH� RI� HPSKDVLV� RQ� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� DQG�

LQGHSHQGHQFH�DV�D�SRLQW�RI�HPSLULFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�DV�JLYHQ�DEVROXWHV��KHU�

DSSURDFK�DOVR�RSHQV�XS�IRU�shifts�LQ�WKHVH�HPSKDVLVHV�DQG�KHQFH�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�

VRcial transformation. Ewing’s layering of selves is helpful in thinking about South 

$VLDQ�PRWKHUKRRG� LQ� DQ� LPPLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W� DV� LW�PD\� DOORZ� XV� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�

ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK�ZRPHQ�GHDO�ZLWK� WKH� VRFLDO� DQG� VSDWLDO� VKLIWV�PRYLQJ� IURP�KHU�RZQ�

IDPLO\� WR� WKDW� RI� KHU� KXVEDQG�� ERWK� SK\VLFDOO\� DQG� LQ� WHUPV� RI� OR\DOW\�� VRPHWLPHV�

VSDQQLQJ� QDWLRQ�VWDWH� ERUGHUV�� $PRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV�� ,�

find, women may face what they call ‘depression’ on moving to a new country or a 

QHZ�IDPLO\��EHFDXVH�WKH�VRFLDO�IDEULF�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�HQPHVKHG�LQ�LV�QR�ORQJHU�WKHUH��

RU� WKH\�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�QHZ�UHODWLRQV. Motherhood too can be ‘potentially 

GLVUXSWLYH�WR�D�VHQVH�RI�self’ �0LOOHU������������SDUWLFXODUO\�VR��,�DUJXH��LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�
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FRQWH[W��0DQ\�PRWKHUV�,�NQRZ�RI�H[SHULHQFH�LQFUHDVLQJ�ORQHOLQHVV�DQG�LVRODWLRQ�DIWHU�

EHFRPLQJ�PRWKHUV��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�FKDQQHO�WKHVH�HPRWLRQV�LQWR�WKHLU�ZRUN�RI�LQFUHDVLQJ�

WKHLU�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�DXWRQRP\��DQG�WKXV�EHJLQ�WR� WUDQVIRUP�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�

RI�WKHLU�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV���

3HUVRQKRRGV� HQFRPSDVV� ERWK� SDWWHUQV� DQG� LQGLYLGXDO� WUDLWV�� DUH� KLVWRULFDOO\�

specific and ‘always acts of imaginative identification’ �0RRUH� ��������� FLWHG� LQ�

0RRUH�� ����������+HQFH�� DV� ERWK�.DWKHULQH� (ZLQJ� DQG�+HQULHWWD�0RRUH� DUJXH��ZH�

QHHG� WR� WDNH� VLWXDWLRQDOLW\� DQG� LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV� LQWR� RXU� DFFRXQWV� RI� KXPDQ� DFWLRQV��

8QQL�:LNDQ� KDV� DUJXHG� WKDW� WKH�%DOLQHVH� DUH� FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�PDQDJLQJ� WKHLU� LQQHU�

OLYHV��������LQ�0DJHR�����������ZKHUHDV�&OLIIRUG�*HHUW]�������>����@��DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�

%DOLQHVH�DUH�VRFLR�FHQWULF��%RWK�DQDO\VHV�PD\�EH�HTXDOO\�WUXH��VLQFH�WKH�%DOLQHVH��DV�

PRVW� SHRSOH�� LQFRUSRUDWH� HOHPHQWV� RI� LQQHU� OLIH� PDQDJHPHQW� DQG� VRFLR�FHQWULVP� LQ�

WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�DQG�VRFLDO�OLYHV���

$Q�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�VHOYHV�DV�LQFRQVLVWHQW�LV��DV�,�VHH�LW��QRW�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�WR�

DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�VHOYHV�DV�ODUJHO\�WHQGLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�RQH�RU�WKH�RWKHU��,QGHHG��DV�

-HDQHWWH�0DULH�0DJHR�UHPLQGV�XV��WKHVH�LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV�DUH�V\VWHPLF�LQ�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU�

��������. Like ‘layers’ of personhood, inconsistencies allow for an understanding�RI�

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� SURFHVVHV� DV� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� DERXW� PRYLQJ� IURP� RQH� RULHQWDWLRQ� WR�

DQRWKHU�� EXW� UDWKHU� DV� VKLIWV� RI� HPSKDVLV� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH�� 6HH� DOVR�P\� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI�

grammars of alterity� EHORZ�� 7KHVH� SURFHVVHV� EHFRPH� LQWHQVLILHG� LQ� D� PLJUDWLRQ�

FRQWH[W��EHFDXVH�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�SHUVRQKRRG�RULHQWDWLRQV�PHHW�DQG�EHFDXVH��WKURXJK�

VWUHHW�level bureaucrats’ governing strategies,� WKHVH�RULHQWDWLRQV�EHFRPH�QRUPDWLYHO\�

UDQNHG�� ZLWK� WKH� H[SHFWDWLRQ� WKDW� WKH� LPPLJUDQW� LV� H[SHFWHG� WR� XQGHUJR� D� OLQHDU�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RU�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��(OLDV������>����@���VHH�&KDSWHU������

Similar to Dumont’s understanding of the Western notion of personhood as 

indivisible, Geertz saw the Western personhood conception as ‘a bounded, unique, 

PRUH� RU� OHVV� LQWHJUDWHG� PRWLYDWLRQDO� DQG� FRJQLWLYH� XQLYHUVH�� D� G\QDPLF� FHQWUH� RI�

awareness, emotion, judgement, and action…’ ���������. The latter part of Geertz’ 

GHILQLWLRQ��QDPHO\�WKH�IRFXV�RQ�G\QDPLVP�DQG�VHOI�UHIOH[LYLW\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DZDUHQHVV�

DQG�MXGJHPHQW��DGGV�WR�P\�RZQ�ZRUN��7KHVH�IHDWXUHV�FRQQHFW�WKLV�:HVWHUQ�QRWLRQ�RI�

WKH�VHOI�WR�WKH�VHOI�DV�LW�HPHUJHV�LQ�WKHRULHV�RI�PRGHUQLW\���

)RU�$QWKRQ\�*LGGHQV�� WKH� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV� LQ� VHOI�LGHQWLW\� WKURXJK�ZKLFK� WKH�

self becomes a ‘reflexive project’ ��������LV�D�SURGXFW�RI�KLJK�PRGHUQLW\��D�VWDWH�RI�WKH�

ZRUOG� WKDW� GHPDQGV� RI� SHRSOH� WKDW� WKH\� EHFRPH� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�� DQG� FRQWLQXRXVO\�
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‘invent’ WKHPVHOYHV� �5RVH��������� ,Q� HQFRXQWHULQJ�PRGHUQLW\�� SHRSOH� VWULYH� WRZDUGV�

FRQVWUXFWLQJ� VHOYHV� LQ� D� FKDQJLQJ� ZRUOG�� QR� ORQJHU� DEOH� WR� WDNH� IRU� JUDQWHG� D�

‘representative moral personhood’ �-RVHSKLGHV������������:KHQ�NQRZOHGJH�QR�ORQJHU�

FDQ�EH�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG��DV�LW�FDQ’W�LQ�WKLV�‘OLTXLG’�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��D�PRPHQWXP�HPHUJHV�

where ‘old’ authorities, systems and knowledgeV� PD\� EH� FKDOOHQJHG� WKURXJK�

LQGLYLGXDOV’�VHOI�UHIOH[LYH�SURMHFWV�DQG�SDWKV��+RZHYHU��EHFDXVH�UHIOH[LYLW\�DOVR�PD\�

IRVWHU� FRQIXVLRQ�� DQG� IRU� VRPH� DQ� H[LVWHQWLDO� YRLG�� QHZ� IRUPV� DQG� VLWHV� RI�

VWUDWLILFDWLRQ� PD\� HPHUJH�� WKDW� EHWZHHQ� WKRVH� PDQDJLQJ� WKH� UHIOH[LYH� SURMHFW� DQG�

VHL]H� WKH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LW� RIIHUV�� DQG� WKRVH�ZKR� GR� QRW�� 7KH� QDWXUH� DQG� LQWHQVLW\� RI�

HQJDJHPHQWV� LQ� WKHVH� UHIOH[LYH� SURFHVVHV� YDU\� DPRQJ� P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� RIWHQ� LQ�

DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� PDUNHUV� VXFK� DV� JHQHUDWLRQ� �FRKRUW�� PLJUDWLRQ� EDFNJURXQG�� DQG�

FODVV����

$V� ZH� VKDOO� VHH�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� VHHN� WR� �DQG�

LQGHHG� GR�� FKDOOHQJH� ROG� DXWKRULWLHV�� WKH\�PD\� DOVR� IHHO� DW� ORVV�ZKHQ� WKH\� ODFN� WKH�

knowledge or experience needed to ‘complete’ this ‘reflexive project’ in accordance 

ZLWK� H[SHFWDWLRQV� LQKHUHQW� LQ� JRYHUQPHQW� SULRULWLHV� DQG� DV� H[HUFLVHG� E\� VWUHHW�OHYHO�

EXUHDXFUDWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�KRSHV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��$OWKRXJK�ZH�VKRXOG�

not fall into the trap of understanding mothers’ changing orientations as ‘breaking 

with tradition’ (collective, reciprocity) and ‘becoming modern’ (indivLGXDOLVWLF�� IUHH�

IURP� REOLJDWLRQV��� WKHUH� LV� D� VKLIW� IURP� D� PRUH� UHODWLRQDO� WRZDUGV� D� PRUH�

LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�DQG�UHIOH[LYH�VHOI�DPRQJ�WKH�PRWKHUV�LQ�P\�VWXG\���

%HDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�P\�DUJXPHQWV�DJDLQVW�GLFKRWRPLHV�DQG�VLQJOH�OD\HUHGQHVV��D�

IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� P\� HPSLULFDO� UHVHDUFK� LV� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� LQGHHG� GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ�

GRPLQDQW�6RXWK�$VLDQ�DQG�6FDQGLQDYLDQ�LGHDV�RI�SHUVRQKRRG��ZKHUH�WKH�JHQHUDO�OLQHV�

are in accordance with both Dumont’s and Marriott’s models�� EXW� QRW� DV� DEVROXWHV��

,QWHUGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� FROOHFWLYLW\� DUH� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� FHQWUDO� LGHDOV� LQ� 6RXWK� $VLDQ�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�HYHU\GD\�OLIH��7KHVH�LGHDOV�HPHUJH�WKURXJK��IRU�LQVWDQFH��VKDULQJ�RI�

substances and touching. Despite their very different points of departure, Ewing’s and 

Giddens’ approaches to personhood�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�WKDW� WKH\�DUH�OHVV�GLFKRWRPRXV�

than Dumont’s. This makes them useful for analysing dilemmas, inconsistencies and 

VKLIWV�RI�HPSKDVLV�EHWZHHQ�0DUULRWW’V�DQG�'XPRQW’V�H[WUHPLWLHV��(ZLQJ�� WKURXJK�DQ�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� SHUVRQKRRG� DV� OD\HUHG� DQG� LQFRQVLVWHQW�� *LGGHQV�� WKURXJK� KLV�

                                                           
13 )RU�GLVFXVVLRQV�RQ�JHQHUDWLRQ�DQG�FODVV��VHH�&KDSWHU���� 
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HPSKDVLV� RQ� VHOI�UHIOH[LYLW\� DQG� SURFHVV�� 0DQ\� RI� WKH� PRWKHUV� LQ� P\� VWXG\� DUH�

VLWXDWHG�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�DQ�DPELJXRXV�ILHOG�RI�IL[LW\�DQG�FKRLFH��:KLOH�WKLV�DSSOLHV�WR�

WKHLU�RZQ�OLYHV��LW�LV�HYHQ�PRUH�VR�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKHLU�children’s futures. While shifts 

LQ�LGHDOV�IRU�WKH�ZRPHQ�DUH�RIWHQ�FRQVFLRXV�DQG�H[SOLFLW��HPERGLHG�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�PRUH�

GLIILFXOW�WR�VKLIW��ZKLFK�PD\�OHDG�WR�D�IHHOLQJ�RI�LQFRQJUXHQFH��/HW�XV�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�DQ�

H[SORUDWLRQ� RI� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� FKLOGKRRG� LQ� DQWKURSRORJ\�� DQG� WKH� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�

SUDFWLFH�WKDW�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LV�RU�FDQ�EH��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU��,�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�WRSLF�

RI� VRFLDO� FKDQJH�� DQG� DFFRXQW� IRU� P\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� VRFLDO� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� DQG�

SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKH�IXWXUH��

�

Understanding and studying childhood 
&RQFHSWXDOLVDWLRQV�RI�FKLOGKRRG�DUH�VRFLDO�FRQVWUXFWV�WKDW�DUH�KLVWRULFDOO\�SRVLWLRQHG��

Childhood is a ‘contested terrain’ that is understood from ‘our own peculiar cultural 

and social vantage points’ �:\QHVV��������������VHH�DOVR�)U¡QHV���������6RFLDOLVDWLRQ�

SUDFWLFHV�DUH�IRXQGHG�XSRQ�KRZ�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�WKH�FKLOG�LV�DQG�QHHGV��DQG�KRZ�

ZH� XQGHUVWDQG� FKLOGUHQ� WR� EHFRPH�� ,Q� KLV� Centuries of Childhood �����>����@��

3KLOLSSH� $ULqV� SURYLGHV� D� GHWDLOHG� KLVWRULFDO� DFFRXQW� RI� WKH� HPHUJHQFH� DQG�

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�FKLOGKRRG�LQ�(XURSH��EDVHG�RQ�DUW�DQG�OLWHUDWXUH�� ,Q�HDUO\�PHGLDHYDO�

WLPHV��FKLOGKRRG�ZDV�XQGHUVWRRG�PRUH�DV�D�SUHSDUDWRU\�SKDVH�WRZDUGV�DGXOWKRRG��WKDQ�

DV� KDYLQJ� D� YDOXH� LQ� LWVHOI�� 7RZDUGV� WKH� ��WK� DQG� ��WK� FHQWXULHV�� FKLOGKRRG� EHFDPH�

PRUH� UHFRJQLVHG��EXW�ZDV� VWLOO� VHHQ�DV�D�EULHI�SHULRG�RI� WUDQVLWLRQ��TXLFNO\� IRUJRWWHQ�

�$ULpV������>����@���,W�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�WKDW�FKLOGKRRG�EHFDPH�D�VWDJH�LQ�

OLIH� TXDOLWDWLYHO\� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� DGXOWKRRG� LQ� (XURSH� DQG� 1RUWK� $PHULFD�� DQG� QRW�

PHUHO\�D�VWDJH�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�DGXOWKRRG��+RZHOO������������

7KH�KLVWRULFDO� WUDMHFWRULHV�$ULqV�GHVFULEHG�ZHUH� DOVR� FODVV�EDVHG��%\� WKH���WK�

FHQWXU\��FKLOGKRRG�LQ�WKH�XSSHU�FODVVHV�ZDV�SURORQJHG�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�VHHQ�WR�QHHG�

WR�EH�SURWHFWHG�DQG�VDIHJXDUGHG��ZKHUHDV�FKLOGKRRG�LQ�WKH�ORZHU�FODVVHV�ZDV�VKRUWHU��

)XUWKHU��FKLOGKRRG�ZDV�JHQGHUHG��PDOH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�XSSHU�FODVVHV�DWWHQGHG�VFKRRO��

JLUOV�OHVV�VR��$ULpV������>����@���$V�WKH�SHULRG�RI�FKLOGKRRG�H[WHQGHG�IXUWKHU��VR�GLG�

LWV� UHODWLRQDO� QDWXUH� RI� GHSHQGHQFH� RQ� DGXOWV�� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� KRZHYHU�� D� VHOI�

reflective element of childhood emerged, with terms in literature such as ‘young 

minds’ and ‘young people’ �$ULpV������>����@���7KLV�ZDV��DPRQJ�WKH�ZHDOWK\�FODVVHV�

LQ� (XURSH� DW� OHDVW�� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� FKLOGKRRG� DV� D� FXOWXUDO� FRQVWUXFWLRQ��
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$QWKURSRORJLVWV� KDYH� GHPRQVWUDWHG� WKDW� WKH� WUDQVLWLRQ� IURP� FKLOGKRRG� WR� DGXOWKRRG�

GRHV�QRW�PHUHO\�RFFXU�RI�LWV�RZQ��EXW�LV�D�becoming�WKDW�KDV�WR�EH�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKURXJK�

ULWHV� RI� SDVVDJHV� �VHH� H�J�� 7XUQHU�� ������ YDQ� *HQQHS�� ����� >����@��� VXFK� DV� WKH�

abakwetha�ULWXDO�DPRQJ�;KRVD�ER\V��1WRPEDQD��������DQG�WKH�chisungu�ULWXDO�DPRQJ�

%HPED�JLUOV��5LFKDUGV�������>����@����

)URP� HDUO\� RQ� LQ� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� DQWKURSRORJ\�� DQWKURSRORJLVWV� H[SORUHG� WKH�

ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� XQGHUVWDQGLQJV� RI� FKLOGKRRG� DQG� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV� YDULHG�

FURVV�FXOWXUDOO\��7KLV�ZDV�SDUWLFXODUO\� VR� LQ� WKH�86$��ZKHUH� studies of ‘culture and 

personality’, inspired by psychological approaches to understanding personality and 

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� GHYHORSHG� DQG� JDLQHG� SRSXODULW\�� %ULWLVK� DQG� 86� DQWKURSRORJ\�

GHYHORSHG� LQ� GLIIHUHQW� GLUHFWLRQV�� DQG� DOWKRXJK� 8.�WUDLQHG� DQWKURSRORJLVWV� OLNH�

0DOLQRZVNL� ZHUH� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� GHVFULELQJ� WKH� ZKROH� RI� D� VRFLHW\�� LQFOXGLQJ�

FKLOGUHQ��WKHUH�ZDV�PXFK�OHVV�IRFXV�RQ�GHYHORSPHQWDO�SV\FKRORJ\�LQ�WKH�8.�WKDQ�LQ�

WKH� 86$�� %ULWLVK� DQWKURSRORJLVWV� OLNH� 5DGFOLIIH�Brown and Malinowski’s student 

)LUWK� ZHUH� PDLQO\� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� VRFLDO� VWUXFWXUH� DQG� VRFLDO� RUJDQLVDWLRQ�� D�

GLVWLQFWLRQ�PDGH�E\�)LUWK��������LQ�KLV�FULWLTXH�RI�VWUXFWXUDO�IXQFWLRQDOLVP�–�DOWKRXJK�

Firth’s work RQ�WKH�7LNRSLD��LQ�IDFW��UHVXOWHG�LQ�DQ�DUWLFOH�RQ�FHUHPRQLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�

��������%\�DQG�ODUJH��KRZHYHU��WKH�DQWKURSRORJ\�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�ZDV�GHYHORSHG�LQ�WKH�

86$���

�

Socialisation: Children as beings and becomings 
6RFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�FKLOGUHQ� LV� LQIOXHQFHG�E\�KRZ� WKH\�DUH� VHHQ�DV�being DQG�becoming�

SHUVRQV��DQG�H[SHFWHG�WR�ILW�LQWR�D�JHQHUDWLRQDO�RUGHU��6��$QGHUVRQ��������DQG�VRFLHW\�

PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKH�%RQHUDWH��,QGRQHVLD��XQGHUVWDQG�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DV�

QRW�TXLWH�UHDG\��DQG�WKXV�QRW�DEOH�WR�WDNH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�DFWLRQV��%URFK��

�������ZKLOH�1RUZHJLDQV�PD\�VHH�D�FKLOG�LQ�GHJUHHV�RI�EHLQJ�PDQLSXODWLYH��D�W\UDQW��

DQG� LQQRFHQW� �DQ�DQJHO�� �5\VVW�+HLOPDQQ������E���&KLOGUHQ�PD\�EH�VHHQ�DV�VRFLDOO\�

DQG�OLQJXLVWLFDOO\�FRPSHWHQW��DV�DPRQJ�WKH�%HQJ�RI�:HVW�$IULFD��*RWWOLHE��*UDKDP�	�

*RWWOLHE�*UDKDP�� ������� DQG� DV� HTXDO� WR� DGXOWV�� DV� WKH\� DUH� DPRQJ� WKH� 7LNRSLD� RI�

3RO\QHVLD� �)LUWK�� ����� LQ� 0RQWJRPHU\�� ������� 7KXV�� DW� DQ\� JLYHQ� WLPH�� VHYHUDO�

PRGHOV�RI�WKH�FKLOG�H[LVW���

6LQFH� WKH�����V�DQG� WKH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�RI� WKH�QXFOHDU� IDPLO\� LQ�(XURSH�� WKHUH�

has been a shift from ‘family values’ towards a parenting approach focused on the 
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‘well�being’ of the child �(GZDUGV�	�*LOOLHV�� ����������$OVR�� FKLOGUHQ� EHJDQ� WR� EH�

VHHQ�DV�DFWRUV��FKLOGKRRG�ZDV�VHHQ�QRW�PHUHO\�DV�D�SKDVH�WRZDUGV�FKLOGUHQ�becoming 

DGXOWV�–�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�being�VRPHWKLQJ�DOVR�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�

ULJKW� �.DPSPDQQ������������Children thus come to embody ‘a sort of irreplaceable 

nature’, cultivated to maturity, independence and beFRPLQJ� RQHVHOI� WKURXJK�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��6¡UKDXJ�����������$FFRUGLQJO\�� WKH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SURMHFW�

RI� WKH� :HVW� VKLIWHG� IURP� WKH� GXDO� DLP� RI� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� GXW\�� WRZDUGV�

LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�IOH[LELOLW\��GH�+DDQ������������6¡UKDXJ�������������

0DULDQQH� *XOOHVWDG� VHHV� D� SDUDOOHO� VKLIW� LQ� HPSKDVLV� LQ� XSEULQJLQJ� IURP�

REHGLHQFH�WR�QHJRWLDWLRQ��ZKHUH�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�WUXVW�UHSODFHV�FRQWURO�DQG�PRQLWRULQJ��WR�

FKDQJHV�LQ�ZRUN�OLIH�GHPDQGV�RI�JUHDWHU�IOH[LELOLW\���������,Q�1RUZD\��WKH�PHGLD�KDYH�

UHIHUUHG� WR� WKLV� IRUP� RI� SDUHQWKRRG� DV� forhandlingsforeldreskap� �SDUHQWKRRG� RI�

QHJRWLDWLRQ���<HW��ZKLOH�FKLOGUHQ�EHFRPH�SDUWQHUV�LQ�QHJRWLDWLRQ��WKH\�UHPDLQ�VXEMHFW�

WR� UHJXODWLRQ� IURP� WKHLU� SDUHQWV��:LWK� UHIHUHQFH� WR� 6FDQGLQDYLD�� (YD�*XOO¡Y� DUJXHV�

WKDW��SDUDGR[LFDOO\��WKH�FKLOG�LV�VHHQ�WR�QHHG�WR�EHFRPH�D�VHOI�DQG�WR�PDQDJH�LWVHOI��EXW�

DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�LV�VHHQ�DV�QHHGLQJ�WR�GHYHORS�WKURXJK�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�OLNH�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV��ZKLFK� LQ� UHDOLW\� OHDYH� WKHP�ZLWK� OLWWOH�SRZHU� WR�GHFLGH�ZKDW� WR�GR�RU�

ZKHUH����������

7KHVH�VKLIWV�KDYH�DOVR�LQIOXHQFHG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�FKLOGKRRG�LV�UHVHDUFKHG��

-DQ� .DPSPDQQ� ������� XQGHUVWDQGV� WKH� VKLIW� WRZDUGV� D� PRUH� FKLOG�FHQWUHG�

DQWKURSRORJ\�DV�D�VKLIW� LQ�SDUDGLJP��ZKHUHDV�+HDWKHU�0RQWJRPHU\�HPSKDVLVHV� WKDW��

DOWKRXJK�DQ�DQWKURSRORJ\�RI�FKLOGKRRG�WRGD\�VKRXOG�VHH�FKLOGUHQ�ERWK�DV�EHFRPLQJV�

DQG� EHLQJV�� VKH� ILQGV� LW� OLPLWLQJ� WR� FUHDWH� D� GLFKRWRP\� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ROGHU�

HWKQRJUDSKLHV�RI�FKLOGKRRG��EHFRPLQJ���DQG�WKH�QHZHU�RQHV��EHLQJ�������������

5HFHQWO\�� WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�JURZLQJ� IRFXV�RQ�FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� ILHOGV��

such as Haikkola’s ������� VWXG\� RI� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� )LQODQG�� DQG�

Zeitlyn’s study of British Bangladeshi children �=HLWO\Q�� ������ =HLWO\Q� 	� 0DQG��

�����, with some studies challenging the ‘adult�centric’ nature of LPPLJUDWLRQ�SROLF\�

DQG�UHVHDUFK��:KLWH��/DRLUH��7\UUHOO�	�&DUSHQD�0HQGH]���������0\�VWXG\��KRZHYHU��

LV�QRW�FKLOG�FHQWUHG��%HFDXVH�P\�SULPDU\�IRFXV�LV�RQ�PRWKHUV��KRZ�WKH\�VHH�WKH�FKLOG�

DQG� KRZ� WKLV� LQIOXHQFHV� SUDFWLFH�� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKLV� WKHVLV� DSSHDU� OHVV� DFWLYH� RU�

FRPSHWHQW�WKDQ�WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�GRQH�KDG�WKH\�EHHQ�WKH�PDLQ�VXEMHFWV�RI�UHVHDUFK���

�
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Models and practice  
,�WXUQ�QRZ�WR�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�PRGHOV�DQG�SUDFWLFH��,�EHJLQ�ZLWK�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�PRGHOV�

GHYHORSHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FXOWXUH�DQG�SHUVRQDOLW\�VFKRRO�DQG�ODWHU�FRJQLWLYH�DQWKURSRORJ\��

as this theoretical perspective or ‘school’ to a large extent was developed through 

VWXGLHV� RI� FKLOGKRRGV�� 7KH� FXOWXUH� DQG� SHUVRQDOLW\� VFKRRO� ZDV� GHYHORSHG� E\�� inter 

alia,�Franz Boas’ student Ruth Benedict, Benedict’s student MarJDUHW�0HDG��DQG�-RKQ�

DQG�%HDWULFH�:KLWLQJ��Benedict broadly viewed culture as ‘personality writ large’, or 

‘a more or less consistent pattern of thought and action’ �����������7KH� DLP�RI� WKH�

FURVV�FXOWXUDO�VWXGLHV�SRSXODU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FXOWXUH�DQG�SHUVRQDOLW\�VFKRRO�ZDV�WR�H[SORUH�

DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ�SUDFWLFHV� �VHH�IRU�H[DPSOH�:KLWLQJ�	�

:KLWLQJ�� ������� DQG� KRZ�FKLOGUHQ� EHFDPH� FXOWXUDO� EHLQJV��or ‘valued adults’ in� WKH�

VRFLDO� HQYLURQPHQW� WKDW� WKH\� ZHUH� UDLVHG� �4XLQQ�� ������ VHH� EHORZ��� &URVV�FXOWXUDO�

FRPSDULVRQ� UHPDLQV� IXQGDPHQWDO� LQ� DQWKURSRORJ\� WRGD\�� +RZHYHU�� WKLV� VFKRRO� RI�

UHVHDUFK� KDV� DOVR� EHHQ� FULWLFLVHG� IRU� XVLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� WR� GLVFXVV� DGXOWV�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�

VWXG\LQJ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ULJKW� �0RQWJRPHU\������������$�IXUWKHU�FULWLFLVP�KDV�

EHHQ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�IRFXVHG�PRUH�RQ�FXOWXUDO�SDWWHUQV�WKDQ�LQGLYLGXDO�GLIIHUHQFHV��WKXV�

HVVHQWLDOLVLQJ�ERWK�SUDFWLFH�DQG�FRJQLWLRQ���

,Q� WKH� ����V�� WKH� FXOWXUH� DQG�SHUVRQDOLW\� VFKRRO� EHJDQ� WR� IDGH�� DQG� WKH� QHZ�

ILHOG� RI� FRJQLWLYH� DQWKURSRORJ\� HPHUJHG�� LQLWLDWHG� E\� 5REHUW� /HYLQH� DQG� 5R\�

D’Andrade; later Naomi Quinn, Claudia Strauss, David Kronenfeld and others �VHH�

%ORXQW�������IRU�D�KLVWRULFDO�DFFRXQW���)URP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��FRJQLWLYH�DQWKURSRORJLVWV��

DOVR� GUDZLQJ� RQ� GHYHORSPHQWV� ZLWKLQ� OLQJXLVWLFV� DQG� SV\FKRORJ\�� ZHUH� FRQFHUQHG�

ZLWK�FXOWXUH�DV�D�FRJQLWLYH�FRQVWUXFW��7KH�EDVLF�SUHPLVH�LV�WKDW�SHRSOH�DFW�EDVHG�XSRQ��

DQG�PRWLYDWHG�E\��FRJQLWLYH�VFKHPDV��PDSV�RU�PRGHOV�WKDW�DUH�OHDUQW�E\�H[SHULHQFH��RU�

WKURXJK� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� 6LPLODU� WR� 5XWK� %HQHGLFW�� 4XLQQ� VHHV� D� PRGHO� DV� D� SDWWHUQ�

UHSHDWHG�E\�PDQ\�RYHU�WLPH��RUJDQLVLQJ�DQG�SURFHVVLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�ERWK�FRQVFLRXVO\�

DQG� VXEFRQVFLRXVO\� ���������. D’Andrade defines a cultural model as ‘a cognitive 

schema that is intersubjectively shared by a social group’ ������������+H�LV�FRQFHUQHG�

ZLWK� WKH� UROH�RI�PRWLYDWLRQV� LQ�JXLGLQJ�DFWLRQV��DQG�DUJXHV� WKDW� FXOWXUDO�PRGHOV�FDQ�

KDYH�DQ�HPRWLRQDO�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQDO�IRUFH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ODEHO�DQG�GHVFULEH�WKH�ZRUOG��

LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� VHWWLQJ� IRUWK� JRDOV� WKDW� SURPSW� GHVLUHV� ������� ������ ����� LQ� 6WUDXVV��

����������

:KLOH�EHDULQJ�WKLV�FXOWXUDO�H[SODQDWLRQ�PRGHO�LQ�PLQG��LQ�IRFXVLQJ�H[FOXVLYHO\�

RQ� FXOWXUH� DV� DQ� H[SODQDWRU\� PRGHO�� ZH� PLVV� RXW� RQ� RWKHU� IDFWRUV� WKDW� LQIOXHQFH�
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SUDFWLFH�� VXFK� DV� FODVV�� -XVW� OLNH� XQGHUVWDQGLQJV� RI� FKLOGKRRG� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� KDYH�

FKDQJHG� WKURXJK� KLVWRU\� DQG� YDU\� FURVV�FXOWXUDOO\�� WKHUH� DUH� DOVR� FODVV�EDVHG�

GLPHQVLRQV� WR� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� VHHQ� WR� EH� DQG� WR� EHFRPH� �VHH� H�J��

:LOOLV��>����@��������,Q�SDUWLFXODU��,�ILQG�WKDW�WKH�HPSKDVLV�SDUHQWV�SXW�RQ�UHJXODWLRQ�

RI�DQG�QHJRWLDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�YDU\�ZLWK�SDUHQWV’�OHYHO�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�QHHG�

WR� UHJXODWH� WKHLU� RZQ� OLYHV�� ZKLFK� LV� ODUJHO\� GHWHUPLQHG� E\� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� IRUPDO�

HPSOR\PHQW�� 7KLV� FODVV� GLPHQVLRQ� DOVR� LQIRUPV�P\� DQDO\VLV�� DV� ODWHU� FKDSWHUV� ZLOO�

LQGLFDWH��<HW��WKLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�FXOWXUDO�QRUPV�GR�QRW�H[LVW��RU�WKDW�WKH\�GR�QRW�

YDU\� EHWZHHQ� FXOWXUDO� XQLYHUVHV�� 5DWKHU�� LW� UHPLQGV� XV� WKDW�� LQ� RUGHU� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�

SUDFWLFH�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQV�IRU�SUDFWLFH��ZH�QHHG�WR�ORRN�DW�D�QXPEHU�RI�PRUH�SHUVRQDO�

PDUNHUV��VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH\� LQWHUVHFW� LQ�HYHU\GD\�

OLIH����

�

Understanding practices, changes and continuities through models  
0DQ\� DQWKURSRORJLVWV� DUH�ZDU\� RI� XVLQJ�PRGHOV� DV� DQDO\WLFDO� WRROV��0RGHOV� DSSHDU�

UHODWLYHO\� FRKHUHQW� DQG� QHDU� XQLYHUVDOO\� VKDUHG� DPRQJ� PHPEHUV� RI� D� JURXS�� DQG�

FRJQLWLYH� DQWKURSRORJLFDO� ZRUN� RIWHQ� GHDOV� ZLWK� OLPLWHG� TXHVWLRQV� ZKLFK� WR� RWKHU�

anthropologists may appear ‘slight’ or reductionist, locating actions in knowledge as it 

LV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�DQWKURSRORJLVW��%ORFK������������6HHNLQJ�WR�PHHW�WKLV�FULWLFLVP��

Quinn recognises that ‘sharing is never complete’, and that ‘culture is not monolithic’ 

������������ 6RPHZKDW� SDUDGR[LFDOO\�� VKH� XVHV� VFKHPD� WKHRU\� WR� DOORZ� IRU� WKH�

HPHUJLQJ� LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV� E\� OD\HULQJ� VFKHPDV� DV� LQGLYLGXDOO\� GLVWLQFWLYH� DQG�PRUH�

JHQHUDO�FXOWXUDO�VFKHPDV����������

0XFK� RI� WKH� HDUO\� DQWKURSRORJLFDO� UHVHDUFK� RQ� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

HPHUJHG� LQ� ZLWKLQ� WKH� ILHOGV� RI� FXOWXUH� DQG� SHUVRQDOLW\� DQG�� ODWHU�� FRJQLWLYH�

DQWKURSRORJ\�� ,W� LV� UHOHYDQW� WR� P\� UHVHDUFK� IRU� WKLV� UHDVRQ� EXW� DOVR� IRU� RWKHUV�� $V�

GLVFXVVHG�DERYH��PRGHOV�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�RU�VHOI�DUH�FHQWUDO�WRSLFV�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�

WKHVLV�� DV� DUH�PRGHOV� RI� JHQGHU� DQG� WKH� IDPLO\��0RUHRYHU�� XQGHUO\LQJ� VRPH� RI� WKH�

WRSLFV�WKDW�,�WRXFK�RQ��VXFK�DV�WKH�PRGHO�RI�D�JRRG�FLWL]HQ��DUH�FOHDU�LGHDV�DERXW�ZKDW�

LV�GHVLUDEOH�DQG�ZKDW�LV�OHVV�VR��ZKDW�LV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�RQH�PRGHO�RU�FDWHJRU\��DQG�ZKDW�LV�

FRQVLGHUHG� WR� EHORQJ� WR� D� GLIIHUHQW� PRGHO� RU� FDWHJRU\�� ,� DP� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� WKH�

UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� LGHDO� DQG� SUDFWLFH�� DV� ZHOO� DV� ZLWK� the formations of ‘new’ 

RULHQWDWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��$�PRGHO��LQ�P\�RSLQLRQ��FDQ�EH�D�XVHIXO�WRRO�LQ�DQDO\VLQJ�
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XQLYHUVDOV�DQG�SDUWLFXODUV��VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV��FKDQJHV�DQG�FRQWLQXLWLHV��IL[LW\�

DQG�WHPSRUDOLW\�–�DQG�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQV�RI�DQG�ERXQGDULHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH���

-XVW� DV� ,� GLVWLQJXLVK� EHWZHHQ� PRGHOV� DQG� SUDFWLFH�� ,� PDNH� D� GLVWLQFWLRQ�

between analytical models and emic models. In my study, models are ‘real’ in the 

VHQVH�WKDW�WKH\�HPHUJH�HPSLULFDOO\��IRU�LQVWDQFH��WKURXJK�WKH�SDUHQWDO�JXLGDQFH�FRXUVH�

,�H[SORUH�LQ�&KDSWHU����<HW��LPSRUWDQWO\��WKH�PRGHOV�WKDW�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�E\�PHQWRUV�LQ�

this course are also discursive and thus not ‘real’ in WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH\�UHIOHFW�DFWXDO�

SUDFWLFHV��<HW��FHQWUDOO\��PRGHOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�DOVR�LQ�D�GLDORJLFDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�

WKDW�PRGHOV�RI�SUDFWLFH�FDQ�EHFRPH�PRGHOV�IRU�SUDFWLFH��*HHUW]�������>����@���,Q�WKLV�

UHJDUG�� WKHVH� GLVFXUVLYH� PRGHOV�� DQG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH\� DUH� FRPPXQLFDWHG� LQ�

WKHVH�FRXUVHV�DQG�E\�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV��IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�SUDFWLFHV�RI�

JRYHUQDQFH�DQG�RI�SRZHU�LQHTXDOLWLHV�WKDW�,�GUDZ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�LQ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�FKDSWHUV����

7KH�REVHUYDWLRQ�WKDW�SUDFWLFH�LV�PRUH�IOH[LEOH�WKDQ�VWUXFWXUH�LV�QRW�QHZ��KDYLQJ�

EHHQ�PDGH� E\� )LUWK� ������� VL[� GHFDGHV� DJR� ZKHQ� KH� GUHZ� WKH� GLVWLQFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ�

VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKH�DFWXDO�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH�LV�

FUHDWLYH� DQG� IOH[LEOH� DQG� UHODWHG� WR� VWUXFWXUHV�PXVW� EH� LQYHVWLJDWHG� HPSLULFDOO\��0\�

LQIRUPDQWV� FHUWDLQO\� OLYH� WKHLU� OLYHV� H[HUWLQJ� DJHQF\�� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� GLOHPPDV� DQG�

HQJDJLQJ�LQ�boundary work��'XHPPOHU��'DKLQGHQ�	�0RUHW���������,�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�

ZKLOH� SHRSOH� ORFDWH� WKHPVHOYHV� DV� DFWLQJ� LQGLYLGXDOV� FDSDEOH� RI� WUDQVJUHVVLQJ� WKHVH�

VHHPLQJO\� FRKHUHQW� HQWLWLHV� –� ZKLFK� WKH\� LQGHHG� GR� �� WKH\� PD\� DOVR� H[SODLQ� WKHLU�

SUDFWLFH�EDVHG�RQ�D�GLFKRWRPRXV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��<HW��PRGHOV��RU�PRXOGV��

FDQ�EH�FKDOOHQJHG��WUDQVJUHVVHG�RU�UHSODFHG��%DXPDQ����������

�

Grammars of alterity 
+HQULHWWD� 0RRUH� SURSRVHV� WKDW� DQWKURSRORJ\� PXVW� WDNH� IXUWKHU� LQWR� account ‘the 

human capacity to produce images’ in understanding why and how culture is 

SURGXFHG����������. Indeed, to dismiss cognitive anthropology as ‘slight’ would limit 

RXW�DQDO\WLFDO�WRRO�NLW��,�DUJXH�WKDW�FXOWXUDO�SUDFWLFH�DQG�PHDQLQJV�RI�SUDFWLFH�PXVW�EH�

H[SORUHG�DQG�DQDO\VHG�IURP�DQ�HPSLULFDO�VWDQGSRLQW��DQG�IRXQGHG�XSRQ�DFWXDO�VRFLDO�

SUDFWLFHV�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� DV� a priori�� *HUG� %DXPDQQ� DQG� $QGUp� *LQJULFK� GLVWLQJXLVK�

EHWZHHQ� WKUHH� grammars of alterity� �RWKHUQHVV�� GLIIHUHQFH�� �����F��� ZKLFK� ,� ILQG�

XVHIXO� LQ� GLVHQWDQJOLQJ� VRPH� RI� WKH� ERWK�DQG� SUDFWLFHV� WKDW� ,� KDYH� HQFRXQWHUHG��

DOORZLQJ�IRU�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�SURFHVVHV�DQG�SRVLWLRQLQJV�DORQJ�D�VFDOH�RI�VHOI�RWKHU�DQG�
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XV�WKHP��7KH�WKUHH�JUDPPDUV�LQWURGXFHG�E\�%DXPDQQ�DQG�*LQJULFK�–�RULHQWDOLVDWLRQ��

VHJPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�HQFRPSDVVPHQW���–�all, by opting for ‘weak’ interpretations, create 

VSDFHV� IRU� DOWHUQDWLYH� DSSURDFKHV� DQG� GLIIHUHQW� PRGDOLWLHV� RI� VHOILQJ�RWKHULQJ�

�%DXPDQQ�� ���������� 7KH� JUDPPDU� RI� RULHQWDOLVDWLRQ� FRQVWLWXWHV� VHOYHV� DQG� RWKHUV�

WKURXJK�QHJDWLYH�PLUURU�LPDJLQJ��EXW�DOVR�DOORZV�IRU�D�UHYHUVDO��ZKDW�LV�ODFNLQJ�LQ�XV��

FRQWLQXHV� WR�EH�SUHVHQW� LQ� WKHP���7KH�JUDPPDU�RI� VHJPHQWDWLRQ� DOORZV� IRU� FRQWH[W�

dependent ‘sliding scales of selfings and otherings’ among partners seen as formally 

HTXDO�� :KLFK� HQG� RI� WKH� VFDOH� LV� WR� EH� HPSKDVLVHG�� KRZHYHU�� PD\� EH� GHEDWDEOH��

)LQDOO\��WKHUH�LV�WKH�JUDPPDU�RI�HQFRPSDVVPHQW��ZKHUH�VRPH�RWKHUV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�

being really ‘part of us’; this ‘tends to minimise the otherness of those it includes’ 

�%DXPDQQ�	�*LQJULFK������E�[�[L���$V�LQ� WKH�ILUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�JUDPPDUV��VWUXFWXUHV�

DQG�DJHQF\�DUH�VHHQ�DV�GLDORJLFDO���

*UDPPDUV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WR�FRQVWLWXWH�as if�FRQVWUXFWLRQV��DQG�LQGHHG�WKH�DXWKRUV�

‘do ‘as if’ there were grammars WKDW�VWUXFWXUH�WKH�HWKQRJUDSKLF�FRQWHQWV�ZH�GHVFULEH��

DQG�ZH�see where it gets us’ �%DXPDQQ�	�*LQJULFK������E�[�. The term ‘grammar’ 

KHUH� KDV� FRPPRQDOLWLHV� ZLth ‘cognitive maps’ and ‘models’, but tKH� DXWKRUV� FKRVH�

‘grammars’ to avoid confusion with these other terms, DQG��PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\�EHFDXVH�

WKH\� VHHN� RQO\� WR� PDNH� KHXULVWLF� FODLPV� �����E�[��� 7KLV�� LI� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKHP�

FRUUHFWO\�� PHDQV� WKDW� WKH� FODLPV� WDNH� SUDFWLFH� DQG� HPSLULFDO� HYLGHQFH� DV� SRLQWV� RI�

GHSDUWXUH�PRUH�VR� WKDQ�FRJQLWLYH�PRGHOV�GR�� VR� WKH�JUDPPDUV�FDQ�EH�XVHG� WR�PDNH�

‘milder’ and more generalised claiPV��DOORZLQJ�IRU�PXOWLGLUHFWRQDOLW\��)XUWKHU�� WKHVH�

JUDPPDUV� DOORZ� IRU� FRQWUDGLFWLRQV� LQ� SUDFWLFH�� DQG� IRU� GLVFUHSDQFLHV� EHWZHHQ�

DPELWLRQ�RU�PRWLYDWLRQ��DQG�SUDFWLFH��*UDPPDUV�WKXV�PD\�KHOS�XV�WR�PDNH�JHQHUDOLVHG�

FODLPV�ZKLOH�QRW�IDOOLQJ�LQWR�WKH�WUDS�RI�UHGXFWLRQLVP�ZKLFK�0DXULFH�%ORFK����������

WRR�ZDUQV�DJDLQVW��7KLV�LV�VR��EHFDXVH�WKH�FODLPV�PDGH�WKURXJK�JUDPPDUV�DUH�OLPLWHG��

+HQFH�� JUDPPDUV� FDQ� DOORZ� XV� WR� LGHQWLI\� DQG� RUGHU� WKH� PHVVLQHVV� RI� VRFLDO� OLIH��

ZLWKRXW�PLVVLQJ�WKH�PHVVLQHVV�RXW�RI�VLJKW���

6WDUWLQJ� IURP� SUDFWLFH�� ZH� PD\� GHWHFW� FRQWLQXLWLHV� DQG� FKDQJHV� LQ� SUDFWLFH��

UDWKHU� WKDQ� ORRNLQJ� IRU� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� SUDFWLFH� DIILUPV� SUHGHILQHG� PRGHOV��

$FFRUGLQJO\�� ZH� KDYH� WR� DOORZ� IRU�� DQG� LQGHHG� ORRN� IRU� DQG� VHHN� WR� XQGHUVWDQG��

LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV�EHWZHHQ�PRGHOV�DQG�SUDFWLFH��DQG�DOVR�PDNH�URRP�IRU�SUDFWLFH�IHHGLQJ�

LQWR� FRJQLWLYH�PRGHOV�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�PHUHO\� YLFH� YHUVD� DV� WHQGV� WR� EH� HPSKDVLVHG� E\�
                                                           
���$V�%DXPDQQ�QRWHV��WKHVH�WHUPV�DUH�ERUURZHG�IURP�(GZDUG�6DLG��(��(��(YDQV�3ULWFKDUG�DQG�/RXLV�
'XPRQW��%DXPDQQ����������
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FRJQLWLYH�DQWKURSRORJLVWV�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��7KLV�PHDQV�DOORZLQJ�IRU�D�WZR�ZD\�SURFHVV�

EHWZHHQ�SUDFWLFH�DQG�FRJQLWLRQ��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��ZH�FDQ�LQFUHDVH�RXU�DQDO\WLFDO�FDSDFLW\�WR�

XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� VRFLDO� FKDQJH��$�PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W� LQYROYHV� D� SDUWLFXODUO\�

FRPSOH[� DQG�PXOWLIDFHWHG�P\ULDG� RI� GLIIHUHQW� RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV��PDNLQJ� LW�

HVVHQWLDO�IRU�XV�WR�VHHN�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�QRW�PHUHO\�ZKDW�LV�XQLYHUVDO�DQG�ZKDW�LV�QRW��EXW�

DOVR� WKH� GLVFUHSDQFLHV� DQG� LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV� EHWZHHQ� LGHDO� DQG� SUDFWLFH�� DQG� GLIIHUHQW�

LGHDOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV���

�

Gender models and perspectives 
,Q� WKH�VHPLQDO�YROXPH�Woman, Culture and Society��5RVDOGR�DQG�/DPSKHUH�DUJXHG�

that sexual asymmetry was as a ‘universal fact of human social life’, and that 

women’s acceptance of their being as secondary was founded in universal family 

DUUDQJHPHQWV��5RVDOGR�	�/DPSKHUH��������� �2UWQHU������������D�FRQWULEXWRU�WR� WKDW�

YROXPH��ODWHU�UHWUDFWHG�WKH�FODLP�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�FDWHJRU\�RI�ZRPHQ�DV�KLHUDUFKLFDOO\�

EHORZ� WKDW� RI� PHQ��� 7KH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ� GLIIHU� LQ� GRPLQDQW�

1RUZHJLDQ� DQG� 3DNLVWDQL� JHQGHU� GLVFRXUVHV�� ZLWK�PRUH� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� UHODWLRQV� LQ�

WKH� GRPLQDQW� 3DNLVWDQL� PRGHO�� DQG� PRUH� V\PPHWULFDO� UHODWLRQV� LQ� WKH� GRPLQDQW�

1RUZHJLDQ�PRGHO��5HIOHFWLQJ�XSRQ�WKLV��VRPH�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�HPSKDVLVHG�WR�

PH�WKDW�ERWK�V\VWHPV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�LGHDOV�RI�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\��likestilling��LQ�WKH�VHQVH�

WKDW� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ� DQG� WKHLU� FRQWULEXWLRQV� DUH� FRQVLGHUHG� HTXDOO\� LPSRUWDQW� WR�

VRFLDO�OLIH��$JDLQ��GLFKRWRPLHV�DUH�FKDOOHQJHG���

Islam is a crucial source of ‘core values’ of personhood and moral orientations 

DPRQJ� P\� 3DNLVWDQL�1RUZHJLDQ� LQIRUPDQWV�� ,Q� ,VODPLF� GLVFRXUVH�� PRUDOLWLHV� DUH�

JHQGHUHG�� DQG� ERGLO\� PRGHVW\� DQG� VSLULWXDO� SXULW\� DUH� FORVHO\� OLQNHG� �(ZLQJ��

�����������6K\QHVV�DQG�PRGHVW\�DUH�IXQGDPHQWDO�IHPLQLQH�YLUWXHV��0DKPRRG���������

VSDWLDOO\�ERXQGHG�WKURXJK�WKH purdah��OLW��FXUWDLQ��V\VWHP��FUHDWLQJ�D�VKDUS�GLVWLQFWLRQ�

EHWween ‘inside’ and ‘outside’. To some extent, these separations organise the spatial 

DQG�SK\VLFDO�OD\RXW�RI�KRXVHKROGV�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFHV��DOVR�LQ�1RUZD\�

�VHH�6DMMDG��������DQG�:DOOH�����������0\� LQIRUPDQWV�JHQHUDOO\� HPSKDVLVH� WKDW�PHQ�

                                                           
���3K\VLFDO� VHSDUDWLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� purdah� DUH� VXEWOH�� LI� DW� DOO� SUHVHQW�� LQ� KRXVHKROGV� ,� KDYH� YLVLWHG��
+RZHYHU�� LQ� H[WHQGHG� KRXVHKROGV� SDUWLFXODUO\�� ZKHUH� WKHUH� PD\� EH� PDQ\� SHRSOH� VRFLDOLVLQJ� LQ� WKH�
OLYLQJ� URRP�� ZRPHQ� PD\� PRYH� WKHLU� VRFLDOLVLQJ� LQWR� WKH� EHGURRPV� IRU� VRPH� SULYDF\�� 7KLV�� DV� ,�
XQGHUVWDQG�LW�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI��OLPLWHG��DYDLODEOH�VSDFH�PRUH�WKDW�LGHRORJ\��DV�WKH�VDPH�ZRPHQ�VRFLDOLVH�
ZLWK�PHQ�LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP�RWKHU�WLPHV��5DWKHU��LW�LV�LQ�EDWKURRPV�WKDW�,�DP�UHPLQGHG�WKDW�,�DP�LQ�D�
0XVOLP� KRXVHKROG�� ZLWK� ZDWHU� LQ� D� ORQJ�QHFNHG� MXJ�� RU� D� VKRZHU� IL[WXUH� QH[W� WR� WKH� WRLOHW�� DV� RQH�
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DQG�ZRPHQ�KDYH�HTXDO�ZRUWK��EXW�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�GLIIHUHQW��VRPH�LQIRUPDQWV�XQGHUOLQLQJ�

women’s privilege of being provided for�� DV�1\KDJHQ�3UHGHOOL�DOVR� ILQGV�DPRQJ�KHU�

0XVOLP�LQIRUPDQWV�LQ�2VOR���������2QH�IDWKHU��+DP]D�������VD\V��‘The father carries 

the name��but he has only ¼ of the status. The mother has ¾ because she carries the 

child, goes through the pain of giving birth, feeds it, sacrifices everything for it 

and…well…just cares for it�’�

-XOLD�.ULVWHYD�XQGHUVWDQGV�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�DV�GLIIHUHQW��EXW�QRW�KLHUDUFKLFDOO\�

ordered, arguing that the concept of ‘gender equality’ is based on male, white, PLGGOH�

FODVV�QRUPV��LQ�2ZHVHQ���������������6KH�XQGHUVWDQGV�FHUWDLQ�JHQGHU�GLIIHUHQFHV�DV�

ELRORJLFDOO\� GHWHUPLQHG�� EXW� DUJXHV� WKDW� WKLV� LV� QRW� D� TXHVWLRQ� RI� KLHUDUFK\� DQG�

exploitation. Rather, she calls for a recognition of women’s distinct creativity –�LQ�KHU�

ZRUGV�� VHHNLQJ� WR� RYHUFRPH� WKH� ELQDU\� PRGHO� RI� VH[XDOLW\� �.ULVWHYD�� �����������

.ULVWHYD� KDV� EHHQ� FULWLFLVHG� IRU� SRVLWLRQLQJ� IHPLQLQLW\� DQG� PDVFXOLQLW\� DV� SULRU� WR�

FXOWXUH��WUHDWLQJ�IDWKHUV�DQG�PRWKHUV�DV�QDWXUDO��VHOI�HYLGHQW�HQWLWLHV��0RRUH�����������

$� SDUWLFXODUO\� YRFDO� opponent of Kristeva, Judith Butler, is critical to Kristeva’s 

locating motherhood as a ‘teleology to the female body prior to its emergency inWR�

culture’, because a pre�VRFLDO�QRWLRQ�RI�PRWKHUKRRG�PDNHV�LW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�

PRWKHUKRRG� DV� D� FURVV�cultural variability, and conceals ‘those specific power 

relations by which the trope of the maternal body is produced’��%XWOHU���������������

%XWOHU�VHHV�JHQGHU�DV�FRQVWLWXWHG�E\�WKH�ELRORJLFDO�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�ERG\�LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�D�

VRFLRFXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W� ��������%XWOHU��ZKR� LQLWLDOO\�ZURWH�RI�JHQGHU�DV�performativity�

UDWKHU� WKDQ� RI� doing�� KDV� EHHQ� FULWLFLVHG� IRU� QRW� SD\LQJ� VXIILFLHQW� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH�

SRZHU� G\QDPLFV� WKDW� VKDSH� WKH� ZRUN� RI� GRLQJ� JHQGHU� WKURXJK� HYHU\GD\� DFWLYLWLHV�

�0RRUH��������6ROEU NNH�	�$DUVHWK��������DQG�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�JHQGHU�DV�PHUHO\�D�

SURGXFW�RI�VRFLDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��DQG�QRW�DOVR�DV�D�PDWHULDO�ERG\� �IRU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ��VHH�

5\VVW���������

,Q�WKH�����V��VRFLRORJLVWV�&DQGDFH�:HVW�DQG�'RQ�=LPPHUPDQ�LQLWLDWHG�D�VKLIW�

IURP�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�VH[�DV�ELRORJLFDO�DQG�JHQGHU�DV�VRFLDO� WRZDUGV�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

of gender as ‘a routine accomplishment embedded in everyday interaction’ as a way 

WR� DFFRXQW� IRU� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� DUUDQJHPHQWV�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� EHWZHHQ� ZRUN� DQG� IDPLO\��

producing or enabling ‘some capacities, such as to mother, that we formerly 
                                                                                                                                                                      
LQIRUPDQW�FRXSOH�KDG�LQVWDOOHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�UHQRYDWHG�WKHLU�DSDUWPHQW�LQ�������,�ILQG�PRUH�purdah�LQ�WKH�
FRQWH[W� RI� PHDOV�� EXW� PLOGO\� DOVR� KHUH��:RPHQ� DOZD\V� FRRN� DQG� VHUYH� PHDOV�� DQG� IUHTXHQWO\� VHUYH�
WKHPVHOYHV�DIWHU�WKH�PHQ�KDYH�EHHQ�VHUYHG��VRPHWLPHV�DIWHU�WKH\�KDYH�ILQLVKHG�HDWLQJ��+RZHYHU��PHQ�
DQG�ZRPHQ�DOVR�RIWHQ�HDW�WRJHWKHU��
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associated with biology’ �������������� *HQGHU� PRYHG� IURP� EHLQJ� SHUFHLYHG� DV�

VRPHWKLQJ�RQH�is��EHLQJ��WRZDUGV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�done��GRLQJ���,Q�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��

gender is understood as (re)produced through everyday activities, but situated ‘in light 

of normative conceptions of attitudes and activities appropriate for one’s sex 

category’ �:HVW� 	� =LPPHUPDQ�� ����������� 7KXV�� ZKLOH� GRLQJ� JHQGHU� LV� DQ� DFWLYH�

IRUP�RI�SURGXFWLRQ��LW�LV�DOVR�VXEMHFW�WR�EHLQJ�GRQH�LQ�ZD\V�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WR�GRPLQDQW�

GLVFRXUVHV�RI�PDVFXOLQH�DQG�IHPLQLQH��7KHUH�LV�D�FOHDU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHn Kristeva’s 

DSSURDFK�WR�JHQGHU�and the ‘doing gender’ approaches that emerged in the 1980s and 

HDUO\�����V��%XWOHU��������������:HVW�	�=LPPHUPDQ����������

,Q� ������ D� VSHFLDO� LVVXH� RI� Gender and Society� SXEOLVKHG� D� :HVW� DQG�

=LPPHUPDQ� 6\PSRVLXP� LQ� KRQRXU� RI� WKH� doing gender� SHUVSHFWLYH�� 6RPH� RI� WKH�

FRQWULEXWRUV�FULWLFLVHG�WKH�QRZ�KHJHPRQLF�SHUVSHFWLYH��IRU�H[DPSOH�E\�DUJXLQJ�IRU�WKH�

LPSRUWDQFH�RI�DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU undoing�JHQGHU�DV�D�ZD\�WR�IXUWKHU�WKH�IHPLQLVW�SURMHFW��

:HVW� DQG� =LPPHUPDQQ� UHVSRQGHG� E\� DUJXLQJ� WKDW� DOWKRXJK� JHQGHU� FRXOG� QRW� EH�

undone�� LW� FRXOG� EH� redone� �VHH� &RQQHOO�� ������� ,� ILQG� WKDW� PRWKHUV�� WKURXJK� WKHLU�

HQJDJHPHQWV�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJH� DQG�NQRZLQJ�� FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG� WR�

ERWK� GR� DQG� UHGR� JHQGHU��0DQ\� H[SDQG� WKH� VFRSH� RI� WKHLU� IHPLQLQLW\� WR� LQFOXGH� D�

ZLGHU� UDQJH�RI� VXEMHFW�SRVLWLRQV�� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV��DQG�PRUH�VR� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��$V�ZH�

VDZ� LQ� WKH� H[DPSOHV� RI�0DULDP� DQG�$DQ\D��PRWKHUV�PD\� DLP� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR�

FKDOOHQJH�DXWKRULWLHV�DQG�HVWDEOLVK�PRUH�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�OLYHV�WKDQ�ZKDW�WKH\�HQYLVDJH�

IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��

7KDW� VDLG� PDQ\� RI� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� ,� NQRZ� VHH� WKHLU�

motherhood as a ‘natural’ and ‘given’ aspect of their femininity and their IHPDOH�ERG\��

$V� ZH� ZLOO� VHH� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� WKH\� H[SHULHQFH� WKDW� WKHLU� LQIOXHQFH� RQ� WKH� PRUDO�

FRQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKLOG�WR�EH�SURPLQHQW�DOVR�SULRU�WR�JLYLQJ�ELUWK��ZKLFK�VWUHQJWKHQV�

WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�PRWKHU�DV�WKH�‘QDWXUDO’�FDUHJLYHU�DQG�WKH�FKLOG�DV�WKH�UHFHLYHU�

RI� FDUH�� 7KLV� LV� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK� WKH� JHQGHUHG� LGHDOV� RI� ,VODP�PHQWLRQHG� DERYH��

7KLV� PD\� PDNH� LW� PRUDOO\� SUREOHPDWLF� IRU� PRWKHUV� WR� UHFRQFLOH� PRWKHUKRRG� ZLWK�

dominant Norwegian ideals about gender equality where a woman’s ‘natural’ place is 

DV�PXFK�LQ�ZDJH�ZRUN�DV�LQ�XQSDLG�FDUH�ZRUN��VHH�&KDSWHU������

6RFLDO� FKDQJH� LV� VORZ� DQG�GLIILFXOW�� HYHQ�ZLWK� VWURQJ�PRWLYDWLRQV� WR� DFKLHYH�

WKLV��SDUWO\�EHFDXVH�RXU�SDVW�H[SHULHQFHV�KDYH�EHFRPH�HPERGLHG�DV�habitus��%RXUGLHX��

�����. Above, I discussed Ewing’s view of personhood as layered. Henrietta Moore 

KDV�D�VLPLODU�DSSURDFK��DQG�KDV�DUJXHG�IRU�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�SHUVRQV��RU�VXEMHFWV��DV�
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PXOWLGLPHQVLRQDO�� VR� WKDW� D� VLQJOH� LQGLYLGXDO� VKRXOG� EH� VHHQ� DV� HQFRPSDVVLQJ� D�

QXPEHU�RI�GLIIHUHQW�VXEMHFW�SRVLWLRQV� �0RRUH���������7KLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�SHUVRQV��

ZKHQ�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�QRWLRQV�RI�IHPLQLQLW\��DOORZ�XV�WR� LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�

LPPLJUant mothers build and negotiate ‘new arrangements and meanings of 

motherhood’ �3LHUUHWWH�+RQGDJQHX�6RWHOR�	�$YLOD��������������

�

Understanding governing in a diverse context  
)RU� )RXFDXOW�� WKH� VWDWH� VWUXFWXUHV� WKH� ILHOG� RI� VHOI�governance, constituting ‘the�

FRQGLWLRQV� IRU� DFWLRQ� IRU� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO� WUXWKV�� WKXV� VWHHULQJ� WKHVH� LQ� RQH� VSHFLILF�

direction’ (Foucault, 2002:18, my translation from Norwegian). 7R� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�

ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� IDPLOLHV� DUH� JRYHUQHG�� Miller and Rose use Foucault’s concept of 

JRYHUQPHQWDOLW\��which is ‘embodied in innumerable deliberate attempts to invent, 

SURPRWH�� LQVWDOO� DQG� RSHUDWH� PHFKDQLVPV� RI� UXOH� WKDW� ZLOO� VKDSH� WKH� LQYHVWPHQW�

GHFLVLRQV� RI� PDQDJHUV� RU� WKH� FKLOG� FDUH� GHFLVLRQV� RI� SDUHQWV� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK�

programmatic aspirations’� �0LOOHU� 	� 5RVH�� ���������� 6XFFHVVIXO� JRYHUQDQFH� WKXV�

RFFXUV� ZKHQ� FLWL]HQV� KDYH� LQWHUQDOLVHG� VWDWH� LGHRORJLHV� DQG� JRYHUQ� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ�

DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKHVH�LGHDOV���

7R�VRPH�H[WHQW��LQ�WKH�ORFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�SDUHQWLQJ�FRXUVHV�,�KDYH�H[SORUHG�

LQ� $OQD�� DEVWUDFW� JRYHUQPHQW� LGHDOV� DQG� SROLFLHV� WULFNOH� GRZQ� WR� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ�

WKURXJK� VWDII�� RU� street-level bureaucrats�� LQ� ORFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� 6WUHHW�OHYHO�

bureaucrats, meaning ‘public service workers who interact directly with citizens in the 

FRXUVH� RI� WKHLU� MREV�� DQG� ZKR� KDYH� VXEVWDQWLDO� GLVFUHWLRQ� LQ� WKH� H[HFXWLRQ� RI� WKHLU�

work’ (Lipsky, [1980] 2010:3), mediate between, or amalgamate (Foucault, 2002)�WKH�

VWDWH�DQG�LWV�FLWL]HQV��)RU�/LSVN\��WKH�SUDFWLFHV�RI�VXFK�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV�EHFRPH�

WKH� DFWXDO� SROLF\, and it is through them that the people ‘experience directly the 

government they have implicitly constructed’ (Lipsky, [1980] 2010:xi, xiii). Yet, 

ZKLOH� WKHVH� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV� –� LQ� P\� VWXG\�� SUHGRPLQDQWO\� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV��

PHQWRUV� DW� SDUHQWLQJ� FRXUVHV� DQG� VWDII� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� –� RSHUDWLRQDOLVH� RU�

SHUVRQLI\�SROLWLFV��WKLV�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�D�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG��OLQHDU�SURFHVV�ZKHUH�DLPV�

RI�JRYHUQDQFH�EHFRPH�PDQLIHVWHG�LQ�SDUHQWV�WKURXJK�WKH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�RI�VWUHHW�OHYHO�

EXUHDXFUDWV��5DWKHU��WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�FLWL]HQV��LQ�P\�FDVH�PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV��LQWHUSUHW�

DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�JRYHUQDQFH�UDWLRQDOLWLHV�DQG�WHFKQRORJLHV��0LOOHU�	�5RVH��������PXVW�

EH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�HPSLULFDOO\���
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,Q� D� VWXG\� RI� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV�� &HFLOLH� 1HXPDQQ� XVHV� )RXFDXOW� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�

KRZ� SRZHU� LV� LPSOHPHQWHG� ����������� &HUWDLQO\�� )RXFDXOW� KDV� PXFK� WR� FRQWULEXWH�

WRZDUGV� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�� EXW� KH� KDV� EHHQ� FULWLFLVHG� IRU� QRW� WDNLQJ� UHVLVWDQFH�

VXIILFLHQWO\� LQWR� DFFRXQW� LQ� KLV�ZRUN� DQG� IRU� DVVXPLQJ� LQWHUQDOLVDWLRQ��$OWKRXJK� KH�

has argued that ‘where�there is power, there is resistance’ (Foucault, 1990 [1978]:95), 

QRWLQJ�WKH�GXDOLW\�RI�SRZHU�DQG�UHVLVWDQFH��UHVLVWDQFH�WR�SRZHU�RU�JRYHUQDQFH�KDV�QRW�

EHHQ�KLV�PDLQ�FRQFHUQ���

I find that Foucault’s more linear approach to governance and the exercise of 

SRZHU� LV� LQVXIILFLHQW� WR�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQV� WKDW� WDNH�SODFH� LQ� WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�

&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV� WKDW� ,�H[SORUH� LQ�&KDSWHU���� ,W� LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\� WKH�FDVH� WKDW�

WKRVH�ZKR�DUH� JRYHUQHG� LQWHUQDOLVH� DQG� UHSURGXFH� WKH� LGHRORJLHV�RI� WKRVH� LQ�SRZHU��

+HQFH�� JRYHUQDQFH�� RU� DWWHPSWV� WR� JRYHUQ�� WKURXJK� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV� LQ� RQH�

DUHQD�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�UHVXOW�LQ�FKDQJHG�SUDFWLFHV�E\�FLWL]HQV�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�DUHQD��

7KLV� PD\� EH� VR� HLWKHU� EHFDXVH� SHRSOH� DUH� FRQVFLRXV� RI� JRYHUQLQJ� LGHRORJLHV� DQG�

SUDFWLFHV�DQG�GR�QRW�ZLVK� WR� LQWHUQDOLVH� WKHP��RU�EHFDXVH� WKH\�KDYH� LQWHUQDOLVHG�EXW�

DUH�XQDEOH�WR�UHSURGXFH�WKHP�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�FHUWDLQ�FKDOOHQJHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�DOWHUQDWLYH�

DSSURDFKHV�IDYRXUHG�E\�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�ZKRVH�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DOVR�PDWWHU��+HQFH��WKH�

WULFNOLQJ�down of national politics into people’s practices cannot be taken for granted.�

-DPHV�6FRWW��������RIIHUV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYH�WR�WKDW�RI�)RXFDXOW��JLYLQJ��

DV� LV�KLV�DUJXPHQW��HTXDO�DWWHQWLRQ� WR�GRPLQDQFH�DQG�UHVLVWDQFH� WR�GRPLQDQFH��6FRWW�

�������XVHV�WKH�FRQFHSWV�RI�hidden�DQG�public transcripts�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�UHODWLRQV�

EHWZHHQ�DFWLRQV�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�GRPLQDWH�RU�JRYHUQ��DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�

dominated or governed and resist this. I discuss Scott’s scripts in more detail in 

&KDSWHU� ��� EXW� QRWH� KHUH� WKDW� KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSWV� DUH� QRW� VSRNHQ� LQ� SXEOLF�� ZKHUHDV�

public transcripts are expressed openly. For a ‘subordinate’ group, hidden transcripts 

UHSUHVHQW�D�FULWLTXH�RI�SRZHU��EXW�WKRVH�LQ�SRZHU�DOVR�KDYH�KLGGHQ�WUDQVFULSWV��6FRWW��

�����[LL���&HUWDLQO\��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV��ZKR�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WR�KDYH�D�dual mandate��dobbelt 

legitimeringsgrunnlag�� �1HXPDQQ�� ������� QDPHO\� JRYHUQLQJ� WKURXJK� ERWK� FDUH� DQG�

FRQWURO�� FDQ� KDYH� VWURQJ� KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSWV� WKDW� DUH� FHQWUDO� LQ� WKHLU� JRYHUQLQJ�

WHFKQLTXHV�� &RPSDUHG� WR� the cognitive scripts or models discussed above, Scott’s 

WUDQVFULSWV� DOORZ� IRU� PRUH� FUHDWLYLW\�� RU� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� WKHUHRI�� DV� $QGHUVVRQ� DQG�

FROOHDJXHV�DOVR�SRLQW�RXW�������������

$SSURDFKLQJ� JRYHUQDQFH� E\� VWUHHW�level bureaucrats through Scott’s division 

PDNHV�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�DQDO\VH�WKH�PRWLYDWLRQV�RI�DQG�VLWXDWLRQV�LQ�ZKLFK�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�
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UHO\�RQ�VWURQJ�RU�ZHDN�KLGGHQ�DQG�SXEOLF�VFULSWV�–� LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��ZKDW� LV�VDLG�DQG�

GRQH�DQG�ZKDW� LV� QRW� VDLG� DQG�GRQH�� ,Q� WKLV� VHQVH�� JRYHUQDQFH� LV� DFWHG� RXW� WKURXJK�

SXElic transcripts (frontstage, technologies), but professionals’ hidden transcripts 

�EDFNVWDJH��UDWLRQDOLWLHV��DOVR�LQIRUP�WKHVH��7KLV�DSSURDFK�DOVR�HQDEOHV�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�

parents’ experienceV� of professionals’ transcripts and the ways in which these 

LQIOXHQce their reactions to professionals’ governing techniques. I find Scott’s 

WUDQVFULSWV� XVHIXO� LQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� QRW� RQO\� UHVLVWDQFH� LQ� WKH� DFWLYH� DQG� FRQVFLRXV�

IRUP�WKDW�6FRWW� LV�PRVWO\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK��EXW� DOVR� WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�PRWKHUV�

DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� WKDW� WDNH� SODFH� LQ� WKH� FOLQLFDO� VSDFH�� DQG� WKH� PRWLYDWLRQV� EHKLQG�

WKHP�� 0RWKHUV� LQ� P\� VWXG\�� ,� ILQG�� H[SUHVV� FULWLFLVP� RU� VXVSLFLRQ� QRW� RI� KHDOWK�

visitors’ public transcripts�QHFHVVDULO\��EXW� UDWKHU�RI� WKHLU�KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSWV��RU� WKH\�

VXVSHFW�WKDW�WKHVH�DUH�VWURQJ��7KLV�LV�VR�EHFDXVH�SXEOLF�VFULSWV�WHQG�WR�EH�weak��LQ�OLQH�

ZLWK�WKH�LGHRORJ\�RI�HPSRZHUPHQW�WKDW�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DUH�PRWLYDWHG�E\��:LWK�KHDOWK�

YLVLWRUV�EHLQJ�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKH�WUXVW�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JRYHUQ�LW��H[SORULQJ�

WKH�KLGGHQ�VFULSWV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOV�EHFRPHV�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�G\QDPLFV�

RI�WKH�JRYHUQDQFH�RI�PLJUDQW�IDPLOLHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�LI�WKHVH�IDPLOLHV�H[SHFW�D�GLIIHUHQW�

SURIHVVLRQDO�UROH�IURP�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�PHW�ZLWK���

�

Social change: Mothering the future 
,Q� WKHLU� FRQFHUQ�ZLWK� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV��PLJUDWLRQ� UHVHDUFKHUV� VHHN� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�

ways in which transnational migrants forge new identities in their communities ‘not 

RXW�RI�D�ORVV�RU�PHUH�UHSOLFDWLRQ��EXW�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�DW�RQFH�QHZ�DQG�IDPLOLDU�–�D�

bricolage FRQVWUXFWHG�RI�FXOWXUDO�HOHPHQWV�IURP�ERWK�WKH�KRPHODQG�DQG�WKH�UHFHLYLQJ�

nation’ �.LYLVWR�� ����������� $VLGH� IURP� WKH� /HYL�6WUDXVVLDQ� EULFRODJH�� WHUPV� OLNH�

K\EULGLW\� �+DQQHU]�� ������� FUHROLVDWLRQ� �(ULNVHQ�� ����E�� DQG� WUDQVODWLRQ� �GH� +DDQ��

������ 3DSDVWHUJLDGLV�� ������ KDYH� EHHQ� XVHG� WR� H[SODLQ� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK� GLIIHUHQW�

FXOWXUDO�LGHDV�PHHW��DUH�PDGH�VHQVH�RI�DQG�PRXOG�HDFK�RWKHU���

7KHVH�DUH�DOO�UHOHYDQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV��DQG�FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�EH�XVHG�WR�PDNH�VHQVH�

RI�VRPH�RI� WKH� LQWHUVHFWLRQV� WKDW� ,�KDYH� LGHQWLILHG� LQ�SUDFWLFHV��<HW�� ,�KDYH�FKRVHQ�D�

GLIIHUHQW� DQDO\WLFDO� DQJOH� IURP� ZKLFK� WR� H[SORUH� HPSLULFDO� SKHQRPHQD� RI� VRFLDO�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV� DQG� IRUPDWLRQV�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� FXOWXUDO� SUDFWLFH� DQG� WKH� ZRUN� RI�

PRWKHUV� LQ� FRPELQLQJ� HOHPHQWV� RI� GLIIHUHQW� SUDFWLFHV� DQG� RXWORRNV�� WKURXJK� DQG�

DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH� DPELWLRQV�� DVSLUDWLRQV� DQG� KRSHV� WKH\� KDYH� IRU� WKHLU� RZQ� DQG� WKHLU�
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children’s futures��,�GR�WKLV�WKURXJK�D�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�VHOI–RWKHU�UHODWLRQV��DQG�WKH�ZD\V�

LQ� ZKLFK� PRWKHUV� QHJRWLDWH� GLIIHUHQW� IRUPV� RI� UHODWLRQDOLW\�� %HFDXVH� PRWKHUV� DUH�

‘reproducers of the next generation’ �.RIPDQ�� 6DKDUVR� 	� 9DFFKHOOL�� ������ WKH�

SUHVHQW�IXWXUH� GLPHQVLRQ� LV� HVVHQWLDO� LQ� WKH� VWXG\� RI� SDUHQW–FKLOG� UHODWLRQV� �*RPH]�

(VSLQR�� ���������� 0LJUDQW� PRWKHUV� DUH� SRVLWLRQHG� DQG� SRVLWLRQ� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ� WKH�

RIWHQ� FRQIOLFWLQJ� GHPDQGV� WKDW� WKH\� UHODWH� WR� WKH� SDVW�� WKH� SUHVHQW� DQG� WKH� IXWXUH��

WKURXJK� ZKLFK� WKH\�� E\� XVLQJ� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DV� D� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� UHVRXUFH�� ZRUN� DW�

‘WXUQLQJ�OLPLWV�LQWR�IURQWLHUV’��1DUD\DQ���������7KXV��ZKLOH�PRWKHUV�FRQVWUXFW�ZKDW�WR�

VRPH�H[WHQW�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DV�EULFRODJHV��LW�LV�P\�LPSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�DOVR�XQGHUVWDQG�

WKHLU� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� RULHQWDWLRQ� DQG� SUDFWLFH� DV� D� PRUH� GLFKRWRPRXV� –� DOEHLW� QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\�FRQIOLFWXDO��

,Q�PDNLQJ�VHQVH�RI�KRZ�PRWKHUV�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�SRVLWLRQ�WKHPVHOYHV� LQ�WKHVH�

FRQWHVWHG��FRQIOLFWXDO�DQG�DPELJXRXV�ILHOGV��KRZ�WKH\�H[WHQG�DQG�UHWUDFW�WKH�HODVWLFLW\�

LQ� ERXQGDULHV�� ,� KDYH� IRXQG� WKH� ZRUN� RI� )UHGULN� %DUWK� RQ� ERXQGDULHV� DQG�

WUDQVFHQGHQFH� RI� ERXQGDULHV� XVHIXO� ������� ����� >����@��� ZKDW� 'XHPPOHU� DQG�

FROOHDJXHV� WHUP� ERXQGDU\� ZRUN� �'XHPPOHU� HW� DO��� ������� 6LPLODUO\�� GHYHORSPHQW�

anthropologist Norman Long has coined the term ‘interface’, to refer to ‘critical 

SRLQWV� RI� LQWHUVHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� GLIIHUHQW� OLIH�ZRUOGV�� VRFLDO� ILHOGV� RU� OHYHOV� RI� VRFLDO�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� ZKHUH� VRFLDO� GLVFRQWLQXLWLHV� EDVHG� XSRQ� GLVFUHSDQFLHV� LQ� YDOXHV��

interests, knowledges and power, are most likely to be located’ �/RQJ�� ����������

��������

5HFHQWO\��the field of ‘hope studies’ has emerged, where hope is understood as 

D�PHWKRG�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�DV�D�PRGH�RI�DFWLRQ��0L\D]DNL�����������+RSH�WKHRU\�KDV�

PXFK� LQ� FRPPRQ� ZLWK� FRJQLWLYH� DQWKURSRORJ\� LQ� WKDW� LW� GUDZV� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH�

FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRJQLWLYH��RU�DIIHFWV�IXHOOLQJ�DFWLRQ��DQG�DFWXDO�SUDFWLFH��0\�

WKHVLV�GRHV�QRW� IRFXV�RQ�KRSH� WKHRU\�DV� VXFK��EXW�ZLWK� LWV�GH� IDFWR�HPSKDVLV�RQ� WKH�

IXWXUH��WKLV�VWUDLQ�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�RSHQV�XS�IRU�DQ�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�D�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH�WKDW�LV�

GLUHFWHG� WRZDUGV� DPELWLRQV� IRU� D� IXWXUH�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� EHLQJ� PRWLYDWHG� E\� SDVW�

H[SHULHQFH�JHQHUDWHG�LQWR�PDSV��WKH�ODWWHU�EHLQJ�WKH�IRFXV�LQ�FRJQLWLYH�DQWKURSRORJ\��

7KLV� LV� QRW� WR� VD\� WKDW� WKH� SDVW� LQ� WHUPV� RI� LQWHUQDOLVHG� QRUPV� GRHV� QRW� LQIOXHQFH�

                                                           
16 (WKQRJUDSKLFDOO\��KRSH�KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�NQRZOHGJHV�LQ�)LML��0L\D]DNL���������JOREDO�
FDSLWDOLVP� LQ� -DSDQ� �0L\D]DNL�� ������� KRXVH� EXLOGLQJ� LQ� 0R]DPELTXH� �0�� 1LHOVHQ�� ������� SRVW�
VRFLDOLVP�LQ�0RQJROLD��3HGHUVHQ���������VRFLDO�OLIH�LQ�0RVFRZ��=LJRQ���������and the state as a ‘hope 
generating machine’ in Bosnia�+HU]HJRYLQD� �-DQVHQ�� ����������� DQG� LQ� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
VWDWH�DQG�JOREDO�FDSLWDOLVP��+DJH�������� 
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DFWLRQV�DQG�DVSLUDWLRQV��5DWKHU��DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�not yet����ZKDW�KDV�QRW�\HW�EHFRPH��LV�

QHFHVVDU\�LQ�H[SORULQJ�FRQWLQXLWLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�GLVFRQWLQXLWLHV��QRW�OHDVW�ZKHQ�VWXG\LQJ�

FKLOG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ���

7KH�IXWXUH��DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�LGHDOV�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�DUH�PDGH�VHQVH�RI�DQG�

VKDSH� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW�� DUH� WKH� YHU\� IRXQGDWLRQV� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� ,QGHHG��

FKLOGUHQ�are�WKH�IXWXUH��(PSLULFDOO\��,�H[SORUH�WKH�YDULRXV�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

EHFRPHV�D�WRRO�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�QHJRWLDWH�DQG�FRPELQH�PHPRULHV�RI�SDVWV�DQG�

visions of futures. Paul Connerton argues that ‘modernity has a particular problem 

ZLWK� forgetting’ ��������� LWDOLFV� LQ� RULJLQDO��� %XLOGLQJ� RQ� KLV� SUHYLRXV� ZRUN� RQ�

UHPHPEHULQJ� DQG� VRFLDO� PHPRU\� �VHH� &RQQHUWRQ�� ������� KH� DUJXHV� WKDW� PHPRU\�

‘depends essentially upon a stable system of places’ and that ‘remembering relates 

LPSOLFLWO\�WR�WKH�KXPDQ�ERG\�DQG�WKDW�DFWV�RI�PHPRU\�DUH�HQYLVDJHG�DV�WDNLQJ�SODFH�

on a human scale’ �&RQQHUWRQ�����������7KH�SDVVDJH�RI�WLPH�WKXV�� IRU�&RQQHUWRQ�� LV�

connected to place and to a body in a particular place, whereby ‘none of the 

WHPSRUDOLWLHV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�ZLWKRXW�FRPSUHKHQGLQJ�WKH�VSDWLDO�GLPHQVLRQV�ZKLFK�

are ingredient and intrinsic to them’ �����������,Q�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��WKH�SDVW�EHFRPHV�D�

VFDUFH� UHVRXUFH�� DQG� RQH� WKDW� LV� XQGHU� WKUHDW� E\� PRELOLW\� WKURXJK� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�

PLJUDWLRQ��&RQQHUWRQ�VHHPV� WR� WDNH� IRU�JUDQWHG� WKDW�FRQWLQXLW\�RFFXUV� DXWRPDWLFDOO\�

DQG�LV�QDWXUDO��ZKHUHDV�IRUJHWWLQJ�LV�GLVWRUWLYH�DQG�HQWDLOV�DQ�XQQDWXUDO�EUHDN��IXUWKHU��

WKDW�VWDEOH�UHVLGHQFH�LV�QDWXUDO�DQG�PRELOLW\�OHVV�VR��$V�,�GLVFXVV�LQ�&KDSWHUV���DQG����

PHPRULHV� DQG� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� WKH� SDVW� DUH� FRQQHFWHG� WR� SODFH�� EXW� WKHVH� DUH�

FRQWLQXRXVO\� PDGH� DQG� UHPDGH� WKURXJK� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV� DQG� PRYHPHQWV��

necessitating an approach that takes up the past not as ‘long gone’ but as an element 

WKDW�LV�FRQWLQXRXVO\�GUDZQ�LQWR�WKH�SUHVHQW�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�VKDSH�WKH�IXWXUH���

8QGHU�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�PRGHUQLW\��DV�KLJKOLJKWHG�E\�$QWKRQ\�*LGGHQV�����������

‘WKH� IXWXUH� LV� FRQWLQXDOO\� GUDZQ� LQWR� WKH� SUHVHQW� E\� PHDQV� RI� WKH� UHIOH[LYH�

RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�NQRZOHGJH�HQYironments’, FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�LQFRQVWDQF\�� ,Q�=\JPXQW�

Bauman’s terminology, tKH�ZRUOG� LQ�ZKLFK�ZH� OLYH� LV� EHFRPLQJ� liquid� �������� DQG�

configurations, patterns and constellations are recast. This is the ‘“breaking the 

mould” phase in the history if the inherently transgressive, boundary�EUHDNLQJ�� DOO�

eroding modernity’ �%DXPDQ�� ��������� %DXPDQ� SRLQWV� RXW� WKDW� WKLV� LV� QRW� UHDGLO\�

QRWLFHDEOH� IRU� LQGLYLGXDOV� because they are in fact met with ‘new and improved’ 

                                                           
���6HH�Miyazaki’s discussion of Ernst Bloch’s concept of ‘noch nicht’, or the not yet �0L\D]DNL����������
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SDWWHUQV��+HQFH��WKH�PRXOG�LV�LQ�IDFW�QRW�EURNHQ��EXW�PHUHO\�UHSODFHG�E\�DQRWKHU�–�RU��

PRUH�FRUUHFWO\��UHSODFHG�E\�D�QXPEHU�RI�Rther patterns ‘clashing with one another and 

contradicting one another’s commandments, so that each one has been stripped of D�

good deal of compelling, coercively constraining powers’ �%DXPDQ������������

�

Migrant motherhood 
 

‘First you are a daughter, then you are a sister, then you are a wife, and then 

you become a mother.’  

)DL]D��

�

Cognitive anthropologist Naomi Quinn sees child rearing as ‘a crucible for the 

formation of adult personality’, where parents aim to socialise ‘children to be the kind 

RI� DGXOWV� WKDW� WKHLU� UHDUHUV� ZDQW� WKHP� WR� EHFRPH�� WKH� NLQG� RI� DGXOWV� YDOXHG� LQ� WKDW�

community’ ���������������� ,Q� D� PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W�� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� D� KHWHURJHQHRXV�

place like Alna, children can no longer be seen as being socialised into ‘cultural 

wholes’ �VHH� DOVR� 2OZLJ� 	� *XOO¡Y�� �����, because ‘the� community’ is not easily 

GHILQHG��QRU�LV�WKHUH�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�ZKDW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�DQG�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�WUDLWV�DQG�

VNLOOV� DUH� YDOXHG�� %OXQWO\� SXW�� WKH� UHDUHUV�PD\� UHDU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� EH� WKH� NLQG� RI�

DGXOWV� WKH\�ZDQW� WKHP� WR� EHFRPH�–� EXW� WKDW�PD\� QRW� EH� WKH� NLQG� RI� DGXOWV� WKDW� DUH�

YDOXHG� LQ� WKDW� FRPPXQLW\�� 5DLVLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� D�PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W�PD\� GHPDQG� RI�

PRWKHUV�WKDW�WKH\�VKLIW�RULHQWDWLRQV�DQG�VRFLDOLVH�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�

DQG� ZLWK� GLIIHUHQW� DLPV� WKDQ� WKH� JHQHUDWLRQ� EHIRUH� WKHP�� :KLOH� WKLV� FDQ� EH�

H[SHULHQFHG�DV�D�YRLG�� LW�FDQ�DOVR�SURYLGH�PRPHQWXP�IRU�PRWKHUV�WR�VKLIW� WKHLU�RZQ�

and their children’s orientations and to define a new kind of the future that demands 

GLIIHUHQW�SHUVRQKRRG�WUDLWV���

,Q� D� 6RXWK�Asian context, motherhood enables women to achieve ‘dignity, 

UHVSHFW�DQG�VHOI�worth’ �%KRSDO�������������0RWKHUKRRG�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�UHODWLRQDO�

VWDWXVHV� WKDW� D� ZRPDQ� HPERGLHV�� DQG� LQLWLDWHV� D� VKLIW� LQ� RULHQWDWLRQV� IURP� KXVEDQG�

WRZDUGV� FKLOG�� ,Q� KHU� VWXG\� RI� %HQJDOL� ZRPHQ� LQ� ,QGLD�� 6DUDK� /DPE� DUJXHV� WKDW� D�

woman’s status is not static, but changes during the course of the life�F\FOH��DV�GRHV�

KHU� SRVLWLRQ� LQ� WKH� IDPLO\� DQG�GXWLHV�ZLWKLQ� LW� ������. In Faiza’s remark, there is a 

VHQVH�RI�QDWXUDOQHVV� DERXW�KRZ� WKHVH� UHODWLRQDO� VWDWXVHV� IROORZ�RQH�DQRWKHU� WKURXJK�



32 
 

WKH�FRXUVH�RI�D�OLIHWLPH��+RZHYHU��PRWKHUV�LQ�P\�VWXG\��LQFOXGLQJ�)DL]D�������WHOO�PH�

WKDW� DOWKRXJK� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� SUHSDUHG� IRU� WKH� LQHYLWDELOLW\� RI� ZLIHKRRG� DQG�

PRWKHUKRRG� DOPRVW� WKHLU� ZKROH� OLIH�� WKH\� VWLOO� ILQG� PRWKHUKRRG� DQ� DPELJXRXV�

H[SHULHQFH���

,�LGHQWLI\�WZR�VWUDLQV�LQ�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�PLJUDQW�SDUHQWKRRG�DQG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��7KH�

ILUVW�VWUDLQ�LV�SV\FKRORJ\�RULHQWHG��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�HQFXOWXUDWLRQ�DQG�DGDSWDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�

GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�DGDSWDWLRQ�UDWHV�DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�SDUHQWV��5RVV�6KHULII��7DTL�7LUPD]L�

	�:DOVK��������5XG\�	�*UXVHF���������$OVR��LQ�KHU�VWXG\�RI�FKLOG�XSEULQJLQJ�DPRQJ�

0RURFFDQ� LPPLJUDQWV� LQ� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV�� GH� +DDQ� DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�

SRWHQWLDO�LQ�PRVW�WKHRULHV�RI�FKLOG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LQ�PLJUDQW�VHWWLQJV�DUH�PLVUHSUHVHQWHG��

being seen as a move from A (‘old’ culture) to B (‘new’ culture) ��������������7KLV�

OLWHUDWXUH� WHQGV� WR� LJQRUH� WKH� DPELJXLWLHV� RI� VRFLDO� FKDQJH� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� EURDGHU�

QDWLRQDO�DQG�LGHRORJLFDO�FRQWH[WV�WKDW�LQIOXHQFH�SDUHQWLQJ�RULHQWDWLRQV�DQG�RXWFRPHV���

)XUWKHU�� LQ� WDNLQJ� D� OLQHDU� DSSURDFK� WR� VRFLDO� FKDQJH�� QRW� TXHVWLRQLQJ� WKH� H[LVWHQFH�

DQG�HPHUJHQFH�RI�WHUPV�VXFK�DV�‘old’ culture�DQG�‘new’ culture��WKHVH�DSSURDFKHV�DUH�

QRW�DEOH�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�ZLWKLQ�JURXSV��VXFK�DV�WKRVH�EDVHG�RQ�FODVV���

,Q� WKH� VHFRQG� VWUDLQ� RI� VWXGLHV�� WKH� IRFXV� LV� RQ� LPPLJUDQW� SDUHQWKRRG� DQG�

PRWKHUKRRG� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� ZLWKLQ� WKH� EURDG� FDWHJRU\� RI� PLJUDQW� VWXGLHV�� 3UDQHH�

/LDPSXWWRQJ�KDV�VWXGLHG�7KDL�DQG�RWKHU�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�PRWKHUV�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��������

������/LDPSXWWRQJ�	�1DNVRRN���������3UDW\XVKD�7XPPDOD�1DUUD�KDV�H[SORUHG�ILUVW��

DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� LQ� WKH� 86$� ������� ,UHQH� *HGDORI� KDV�

DQDO\VHG� WKH� OLYHV�RI� LPPLJUDQW�ZRPHQ�LQ�/RQGRQ� ��������DQG�.DOZDQW�%KRSDO�KDV�

VWXGLHG� 6RXWK� $VLDQ� PRWKHUV� LQ� WKH� 8.� �������� 0XFK� RI� WKLV� UHVHDUFK� IRFXVHV� RQ�

women’s experiences and the challenges of immigrant motherhood, but pays little 

DWWHQWLRQ�WR�DFWXDO�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLVHV��&HFLOLH�-DYR�QRWHV�WKDW�ZH�NQRZ�OLWWOH�DERXW�

ZKDW�NLQGV�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�PLQRULW\�SDUHQWV�PHHW��DQG�KRZ�WKH\�GHDO�ZLWK�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�

EULQJLQJ�XS�FKLOG�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W���������������)RU�H[SORULQJ�WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV��

,� ILQG� OLWHUDWXUH�ZLWKLQ� WKH� VHFRQG� VWUDLQ� RI� OLWHUDWXUH�PRUH� VXLWDEOH� WKDQ� WKDW� RI� WKH�

ILUVW�� +RZHYHU�� HYHQ� WKHVH� VWXGLHV� SD\� OLWWOH� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� FODVVHG� H[SHULHQFHV�� VWDWH�

VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�SROLF\�SULRULWLHV�DV�WKHVH�XQIROG�LQ�ORFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��EXW�WHQG�WR�WDNH�D�

FXOWXUDOLVW�DSSURDFK��)XUWKHU��WKHVH�VWXGLHV�SD\�OLPLWHG�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�ORFDOLW\�LQ�VKDSLQJ�

WKH� ILHOGV� RI� OLPLWDWLRQV� DQG� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� ZLWKLQ� ZKLFK� WKDW� PLJUDQW� PRWKHUV�

H[SHULHQFH�PRWKHUKRRG���

�



33 
 

Mothering in diversity 
0DQ\�mothers in this study experience that they have to raise their children ‘double’, 

WHDFKLQJ�WKHP�WKH�YDOXHV�DQG�LGHDOV�RI�‘both cultures’��7KH�H[WHQW� WR�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�

H[SHULHQFH� WKLV� DV� FRQIOLFWXDO� YDULHV�� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� SHUVRQDO� UHVRXUFHV� DQG� WUDLWV� WR�

GHDO� ZLWK� WKLV� LQFRQVWDQF\�� $V� ,� GLVFXVV� LQ� WZR� RI� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� FKDSWHUV� ���� ����

mothers use knowledge, or ‘new and improved’ patterns, as a resource to ‘create new 

IRUPV� RI� VRFLDOLW\� ZKLFK� KDYH� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� WR� FUHDWH� QHZ� ZD\V� RI� VHHLQJ�� GRLQJ��

feeling and being’ �0RRUH������������$FFRUGLQJO\��IRU�PRWKHUV�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��

their own and their children’s lives DUH� QRW�PHUHO\� DERXW�being� DQG doing�� EXW� DOVR�

DERXW�becoming�DQG�redoing���

3DLQWHG�ZLWK�EURDG�VWURNHV��WKH�IXWXUH�WKDW�WKHVH�PRWKHUV�ORRN�WRZDUGV�DQG�WKDW�

WKH\�ZDQW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EHFRPH�D�SDUW�RI�LV�RQH�RI�JUHDWHU�LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ��VHOI�

UHIOH[LYLW\�� FKRLFH� DQG� VHOI�VXIILFLHQF\�� DQG� WKXV� ZLWK� DOWHUHG� QRWLRQV� RI� VHOI��

+RZHYHU�� LQ� PRGHUQLW\�� LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ� GRHV� QRW� RQO\� HQWDLO� HPDQFLSDWLRQ��

DXWRQRP\� DQG� IUHHGRP�� LW� LV� DOVR� FKDUDFWHULVHG� E\� DPELYDOHQFH� DQG� FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�

�%HFN�	�%HFN�*HUQVKHLP�����������7KHVH�XQFHUWDLQWLHV�DQG�DPELJXLWLHV�GHPDQG�VHOI�

UHIOHFWLYH�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�DUH�ERWK�ZLOOLQJ�DQG�DEOH�WR�FKRRVH��DQG�VWDNLQJ�RXW� WKHLU�

RZQ�FRXUVH�LQ�D�UDSLGO\�FKDQJLQJ�ZRUOG��UHPHPEHULQJ�ZKHUH�WKH\�FRPH�IURP��ZKLOH�

NHHSLQJ�D�VWHDG\�H\H�RQ�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�JRLQJ���

0HPRU\� DQG� UHPHPEUDQFH� WKXV� DUH� FHQWUDO� WR� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� LQ� D� PLJUDWLRQ�

FRQWH[W��DQG�&RQQHUWRQ��������������KDV�D�YDOLG�SRLQW�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�UHPHPEHULQJ�WR�

SODFHV� DQG� SHRSOH�� +RZHYHU�� ZKLOH� UHPHPEHULQJ� FDQ� EH� VXEFRQVFLRXV�� LW� DOVR�

GHPDQGV�DFWLYH�UHIOHFWLRQ�DQG�DFWLRQ��EHFDXVH�PHPRU\�PXVW�EH�DFWLYDWHG��0HPRULHV�

DQG� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV� RI� WKH� SDVW� DUH� QHYHU� VWDEOH�� EXW� DOZD\V� LQYROYH� DQ� HOHPHQW� RI�

VHOHFWLRQ��DQG�FKRLFH�LQ�ZKDW� WR�DQG�ZKDW�QRW� WR� LQFOXGH��KRZ�DQG�IRU�ZKDW�UHDVRQV��

&RQVHTXHQWO\�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� PRELOLW\� LQ� PRGHUQLW\� DV� D� GLFKRWRPRXV�

PDWWHU� RI�PRYLQJ� IURP� DWWDFKPHQW� DQG� UHPHPEUDQFH� �WKH� SDVW��� WR� GHWDFKPHQW� DQG�

IRUJHWWLQJ� �WKH� SUHVHQW�� IXWXUH��� ZH� VKRXOG� GUDZ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK�

PHPRU\� DQG� UHPHPEHULQJ� DUH� IDFLOLWDWHG� WKURXJK� people’s visions and practices. 

6RFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LV�RQH�ILHOG��DQG�IRU�PRWKHUV�D�WRRO��IRU�GRLQJ�SUHFLVHO\�WKLV���

5HFHQWO\�� WKH� HWKRV� RI� PL[LQJ� �:HVVHQGRUI�� ������ LQ� VSHFLILF� ORFDWLRQV� KDV�

EHHQ�H[SORUHG��6LPLODUO\��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�FRQYLYLDOLW\��*LOUR\���������KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�WR�

DQDO\VH� DQG� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� SHRSOH� OLYH� WRJHWKHU� �VHH� +HLO�� ������

.DUQHU�	�3DUNHU��������1RZLFND�	�9HUWRYHF��������:HVVHQGRUI���������7KURXJKRXW��
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,�DLP�WR�NHHS� WKH�IRFXV�RQ� LQWHUDFWLRQV��ZKHWKHU� WKH\�DUH�EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�

NQRZOHGJHV�� SDUHQWV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV�� RU� GLYHUJLQJ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJV� RI� JHQGHU� DQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ� WKDW� HQWDLOV� ERWK� OLYLQJ� WRJHWKHU� DQG� PL[LQJ�� ,� DP� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK�

SDUHQWKRRG�DV�D�UHVRXUFH�DQG�WRRO�RI�FRQYLYLDOLW\�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WKH�ZD\V�

LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�RI�SDUHQWKRRG�DQG�SDUHQWLQJ�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�WRZDUGV�D�VHQVH�

RI�EHORQJLQJ�DPRQJ�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��&KDSWHU�����7KLV�UHODWHV�DOVR�

WR�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI� WKH�SODFH�RI�$OQD� �&KDSWHU�����ZKHUH� ,� LGHQWLI\�GLIIHUHQFHV� DQG�

sometimes ambiguities, in parents’ YLHZV� RI� $OQD� DQG� UDLVLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� WKHUH��

0RUHRYHU�� ,� GLVFXVV� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� $OQD� DV� D� VRFLDO� VSDFH�� ZKLFK� HQWDLOV� DQ�

interplay of contested meanings from ‘inside’ and ‘outside’.  �

,Q� D� PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W�� WKH� IDPLO\� DV� D� VRFLDOLVLQJ� DJHQW� LV� RIWHQ� VHHQ� DV�

helping to help ‘maintain the cultural identity of the immigrant’ �1JX\HQ�� ����� LQ�

(VVHU�� ����������� WKURXJK� ZKLFK� WKH� UHSURGXFWLRQ� RI� FXVWRPV� LQ� IDPLOLDO� IHPLQLQH�

networks ‘allows for a reiteration for identity�of immigrants’ throughout pregnancy, 

ELUWK� DQG� HDUO\�PRWKHUKRRG� �0DKDUDM�� �����������+RZHYHU��ZKLOH�PRWKHUV� HPERG\�

ERXQGDULHV�DQG�ERUGHUV�� WKH\�DOVR�KDYH� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�FURVV�DQG� WUDQVFHQG� WKHVH�

�<XYDO�'DYLV�	�6WRHW]OHU�����������, and to construct ‘nHZ�IRUPV�RI�FLWL]HQVKLS�DQG�

belonging for themselves and their children’ �(UHO�������������$OVR��FKLOGUHQ��GXH�WR�

their ‘particular place in the inter�generational order of cultural transmission’ �2OZLJ��

����������FDQ�EHFRPH�DJHQWV�IRU�PRWKHUV�LQ�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ���

,Q� D� PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W�� FRQWLQXLW\� FDQQRW� EH� WDNHQ� IRU� JUDQWHG�� EHFDXVH� WKH�

FRPPXQLW\�LQ�ZKLFK�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WR�EHFRPH�‘YDOXHG�DGXOWV’�LV�DOZD\V�FKDQJLQJ��7KH�

VRFLDO�VXUURXQGLQJV�DQG�QHZ�GHPDQGV�WKDW�ERWK�ILUVW��DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�

H[SHULHQFH� PD\� PRWLYDWH� WKHP� WR� VKLIW� RU� DGMXVW� WKHLU� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV�

DFFRUGLQJO\�� ,QGHHG�� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� ,� NQRZ� XVH� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� WR� GR�

‘transformative work’ in the sense that they consciously seek to orient their children 

WRZDUGV� JUHDWHU� LQGLYLGXDOLW\� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQFH�� DQG� WRZDUGV� PRUH� FRPSOHPHQWDU\�

JHQGHUHG� UHODWLRQV�� ,W� LV� LQ� WKLV�FRPSOH[�ILHOG�RI�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI� IDFWRUV�RI� LQIOXHQFHV�

DQG� RULHQWDWLRQV� WKDW�PRWKHUV� do� DQG� redo� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� +RZHYHU�� ZKLOH� WKH� VRFLDO�

ZRUOG�FDQ�SURYLGH�PRWLYDWLRQV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�QHZ�ZD\V�RI�VHHLQJ�DQG�GRLQJ��

there are also limitations and constraints to mothers’ agency, through their 

HQJDJHPHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�VRFLDO�ZRUOG�DV�ZHOO�DV�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�LPDJLQLQJV��

� 6WXG\LQJ� �LQ�� D� VSHFLILF� ORFDOLW\�� VXFK� DV� $OQD�� HQDEOHV� PH� WR� LQYHVWLJDWH�

EURDGHU� VHWV� RI� SUDFWLFHV� EH\RQG�� EXW� DOVR� DV� LQIOXHQFLQJ�� ZKDW� JRHV� RQ� LQ� SULYDWH�
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VSKHUHV�� &RPELQLQJ� D� VWXG\� RI� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� ZLWK� D� EURDGHU�

SHUVSHFWLYH� RQ� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG� EHORQJLQJ�� DV� ,� DWWHPSW� WR� GR��PDNHV� LW� SRVVLEOH� WR�

H[SORUH�QRW�MXVW�KRZ�IDPLOLHV�DUH�RUJDQLVHG��KRZ�PRWKHUKRRG�LV�H[SHULHQFHG�DQG�KRZ�

FKLOGUHQ�DUH� VRFLDOLVHG��EXW�DOVR�KRZ� WKHVH� LGHDOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�QHJRWLDWHG�ZKHQ�

WKH\�RFFXU�LQ�D�GLYHUVH�ORFDOLW\�DQG�D�6FDQGLQDYLDQ�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH��+HQFH��,�VLWXDWH�WKH�

LQGLYLGXDO�ZLWKLQ�EURDGHU�LGHRORJLFDO�IUDPHZRUNV��EHFDXVH�LW�LV�LQ�WKH�ERUGHUODQGV�OLNH�

DV� WKDW� EHWZHHQ� SULYDWH� DQG� SXEOLF�� LQ� FRQWDFW� EHWZHHQ� SHRSOH� DQG� V\VWHPV�� DQG�

EHWZHHQ� GLIIHUHQW� NQRZOHGJH� V\VWHPV�� WKDW�ZH� FDQ� VHH� WKH� FKDOOHQJHV� WKDW�PLQRULW\�

SDUHQWV�PHHW��DQG�KRZ�WKH\�WU\�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKHP���

�

The thesis in a nutshell 
7KH� WKHVLV� FRQVLVWV� RI� IRXU� LQWURGXFWRU\� FKDSWHUV�� WZR� RI� ZKLFK� DUH� DOVR� ODUJHO\�

HPSLULFDO��VL[�PDLQ�HPSLULFDO�FKDSWHUV�DQG�D�FRQFOXVLRQ��+DYLQJ�LQWURGXFHG�P\�VWXG\�

DQG� VHW� WKH�PDLQ� DQDO\WLFDO� DJHQGD� IRU� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� WKHVLV�� ,� LQWURGXFH� WKH� VLWH� RI�

VWXG\��$OQD� ERURXJK� LQ� WKH�QH[W� FKDSWHU�� ,� GR� VR� WKURXJK� D� GLVFXVVLRQ�of parents’ 

H[SHULHQFH� RI� WKH� SODFH�� DQG� KRZ� WKH� SODFH� LQIOXHQFHV� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� WKHLU�

RSSortunities in life. I critically discuss the term ‘ghetto’, and argue that Alna is a 

SODFH� RI� ERWK� VWDELOLW\� DQG� PRELOLW\�� $W� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� FKDSWHU�� ,� GLVFXVV�

WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�VXSHU�GLYHUVLW\��DQG�DUJXH�WKDW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�D�FRPSOH[�

SODFH�VXFK�DV�$OQD�LW�LV�IUXLWIXO�WR�GUDZ�RQ�OLWHUDWXUH�ZLWKLQ�ERWK�RI�WKHVH�WKH�ILHOGV��,Q�

&KDSWHU� ��� ,� RXWOLQH� P\� PHWKRGV� DQG� LQWURGXFH� P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� ,� FHQWUH� P\�
GLVFXVVLRQ� RQ� SRVLWLRQDOLW\� DQG� DUJXH� WKDW�� FRQWUDU\� WR� FRPPRQ� SHUFHSWLRQV� LQ�

DQWKURSRORJ\� DQG� PLJUDWLRQ� UHVHDUFK� RI� UHVHDUFKHUV� DV� HLWKHU� LQVLGHUV� RU� RXWVLGHUV��

HLWKHU� QDWLYH� RU� QRQ�QDWLYH� ,� VHH� SRVLWLRQDOLW\� DV� PXOWLSOH[� DQG� FRQWH[WXDO��

$FFRUGLQJO\��WKH�UHVHDUFKHU�QHHGV�WR�DSSURDFK�DQG�PDQDJH�SRVLWLRQDOLW\�FRQWLQXRXVO\�

WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�ILHOGZRUN��QHJRWLDWLQJ�D�YDULHW\�RI�SRWHQWLDOO\�LQWHUVHFWLQJ�

PDUNHUV��

,Q� &KDSWHU� ��� ,� SURYLGH� D� EULHI� RYHUYLHZ� RI� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� 3DNLVWDQL�
LPPLJUDWLRQ�WR�1RUZD\��DQG�GLVFXVV�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�3DNLVWDQL�PLJUDQWV�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��,�

H[SORUH�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�DPRQJ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��DQG�IRFXV�RQ�

FKDQJHV� DQG� FRQWLQXLWLHV� LQ� WKH� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� LQWHUJHQGHU� DQG� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�

UHFLSURFDO�PRUDO�FRQWUDFWV�WKDW�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�HQJDJH�DQG�LQYHVW�LQ��)LQDOO\��,�SUHVHQW�
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VRPH�FHQWUDO�IHDWXUHV�RI�1RUZHJLDQ�DQG�3DNLVWDQL�IDPLO\�PRGHOV��GLVFXVVLQJ�WKHVH�LQ�

UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�DPELWLRXV�1RUZHJLDQ�ZHOIDUH���

&KDSWHU���H[SORUHV�WKH�PRUDOLW\�RI�PRWKHUKRRG��,Q�WKLV�FKDSWHU��,�SUHVHQW�WKH�
LGHDOV�� SUDFWLFHV� DQG� GLOHPPDV� RI� PLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� ELRORJLFDO�

UHSURGXFWLRQ� DQG� UHSURGXFWLYH� KHDOWK�� LQFOXGLQJ� LQIHUWLOLW\��While I discuss ‘cultural 

SUDFWLFH’�� ,� GR� QRW� VHHN� WR� FHPHQW� SUDFWLFHV� DQG� DSSURDFKHV� DV� IL[HG�� 5DWKHU�� WKH�

GLOHPPDV� DQG� RULHQWDWLRQV� SUHVHQWHG� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� VHUYH� DV� D� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�

DPELJXLWLHV� DQG� DVSLUDWLRQV� WKDW� ,� H[SORUH� LQ� WKH� FKDSWHUV� WKDW� IROORZ�� SUHFLVHO\� WR�

PDNH�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�QHLWKHU�RULHQWDWLRQV�QRU�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�IL[HG�LQ�WLPH����

,Q�&KDSWHU���� ,�EXLOG�RQ�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�UROH�PRGHOV��DQG�WKH�ODFN�WKHUHRI��

DQG� XVH� HWKQRJUDSK\� IURP� SDUHQWDO� JXLGDQFH� FRXUVHV� �,QWHUQDWLRQDO� &KLOG�

'HYHORSPHQW� 3URJUDPPH�� ,&'3��� ,� GUDZ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH� NLQGV� RI� NQRZOHGJH� DQG�

NQRZLQJ�WKDW�DUH�WUDQVPLWWHG�LQ�WKHVH�FRXUVHV��KRZ�WKH\�DUH�FRPPXQLFDWHG�E\�FRXUVH�

PHQWRUV� DQG� XQGHUVWRRG� E\� PRWKHUV�� +HUH� ,� VKRZ� KRZ�PHQWRUV� SUHVHQW� GLVFXUVLYH�

socialisation models and essentialise immigrant mothers’ parenting practices� WR�

FRUUHVSRQG�ZLWK�WKHVH�PRGHOV. By constructing immigrant mothers as ‘different’ and 

‘deviant’� DQG� H[SODLQLQJ� WKHLU� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV� IURP� D� FXOWXUDOLVW� SHUVSHFWLYH��

PHQWRUV�DUH�DEOH�WR�MXVWLI\�WKHLU�RZQ�PDQGDWH�WR�ZRUN�DW�QRUPDOLVLQJ�ERWK�WKH�PRWKHUV�

DQG� WKHLU�SUDFWLFHV��<HW�� ,� DUJXH� WKDW�ZKLOH� WKHVH� FRXUVHV� FHUWDLQO\� HPERG\� D� VWURQJ�

HOHPHQW� RI� LGHRORJLHV� RI� QRUPDOLVDWLRQ� DQG� FLYLOLVDWLRQ�� WKH\� DUH� DOVR� SRWHQWLDOO\�

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�VSDFHV�IRU�PRWKHUV�VHHNLQJ�WR�VKLIW�WKHLU�RZQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV���

,� SXUVXH� DQ� DQDO\VLV� RI� FKLOG�UHDULQJ� PHWKRGV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� &KDSWHU� ���

GUDZLQJ� RQ� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQV� RI� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� FKLOG�UHDULQJ� PRGHOV� IURP� WKH� WZR�

SUHYLRXV� FKDSWHUV�� ,� ILUVW� PDNH� WKH� JHQHUDO� SRLQW� WKDW� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� VRFLDOLVHG� WR�

HQFRPSDVV� ERWK� LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�� DQG� WKHQ� GLVFXVV� KRZ� SDUHQWV�

negotiate children’s belonging and mobility in a migration context through religious 

DQG� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� )LQDOO\�� ,� H[SORUH� WKH� JHQGHULQJ�RI� FKLOGUHQ�� VRQV� LQ�

SDUWLFXODU��DQG�VKRZ�PRWLYDWLRQV�IRU�DQG�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�XVH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DV�D�

‘transformative tool’ in rearing their children towards a different future than that of 

WKHLU� RZQ�� HQFRPSDVVLQJ� D� VKLIW� WRZDUGV� JUHDWHU� LQGLYLGXDOLW\�� LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG�

V\PPHWULFDO�JHQGHU�UHODWLRQV���

,Q� &KDSWHU� �� ,� EURDGHQ� WKH� IRFXV� IURP� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� FKLOG�UHDULQJ� WR�

parents’ gendered responsibilities and modes of self�UHDOLVDWLRQ�� 7KH� GLVFXVVLRQV� RI�

JHQGHU�DQG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�JHQGHULQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�IXWXUH��VRQV��GDXJKWHUV�DQG�GDXJKWHUV�
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LQ�ODZ�� LQ� &KDSWHU� �� LQIRUP� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� JHQGHUHG� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW�

�PRWKHUV�� KXVEDQGV��� ,� VKRZ� KRZ� ZHOIDUH� JUDQWV� EHFRPH� JHQGHUHG� LQ� WKH� PHHWLQJ�

EHWZHHQ� WZR� LGHRORJLHV� RI� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\�� 7KURXJK� WKLV� H[SORUDWLRQ� RI� PRQH\�� ,�

analyse mothers’ boundary work in negotiating productive and reproductive work, 

various forms of autonomy, and ‘good motherhood’. �

,Q�WKH�WZR�ILQDO�HPSLULFDO�FKDSWHUV�,�UHWXUQ�WR�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV��&KDSWHU���LV�

HPSLULFDOO\� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH� FOLQLFDO� FRQWH[W� RI� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV�

�PCHS, helsestasjon��� +HUH�� ,� H[SORUH� SDUHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO� LQWHUDFWLRQV�� IRFXVLQJ� RQ�

professionals’ dilemmas and techniques of governance of care and contrRO�LQ�PHHWLQJ�

LPPLJUDQW�SRSXODWLRQV��DQG�PRWKHUV’� UHDFWLRQV�WR� WKHVH�WHFKQLTXHV��DQG�GHPDQGV�IRU�

FOHDU� DQG� XQDPELJXRXV� SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG� DGYLFH� IURP� WKHP�� %RWK� VWUHHW�OHYHO�

EXUHDXFUDWV� DQG�PRWKHUV� DLP� IRU�PRWKHUV� WR� GHYHORS� LQWR� VHOI�UHIOH[LYH� EHLQJV�� EXW�

WKHLU�GLIIHUHQW�DSSURDFKHV�WR�WKLV�FUHDWH�PLVWUXVW�DQG�VXVSLFLRQ�DQG�PD\�LQ�IDFW�KDPSHU�

mothers’ agency. In &KDSWHU����,�H[SORUH�SDUHQWKRRG�LQ�$OQD��GLVFXVVLQJ�KRZ�LW�LV�D�

UHVRXUFH� LQ� FRQILJXULQJ� FRQYLYLDOLW\�� ,� IRFXV� RQ� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� SDUHQWV� DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�DSSO\�broad�DQG�narrow strategies of belonging�LQ�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�IUDPHV�

IRU� LQFOXVLRQ�� DQG� WKXV� H[FOXVLRQ�� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ,� DUJXH� WKDW�ZKLOH�

parents generally adhere to the ‘ethos of mixing’ �:HVVHQGRUI�� ������� WKH� NLQG� DQG�

LQWHQVLW\� RI� WKLV� PL[LQJ� LV� DOVR� OD\HUHG� DQG� FRQWH[WXDO�� ,� GLVFXVV� WKH� IUDPHV� IRU�

GLYHUVLW\��DVNLQJ�ZKHWKHU�D�WRR�LQFOXVLYH�FRQFHSW�RI�GLYHUVLW\�RU�FRQYLYLDOLW\�PD\�OHDG�

WR� H[FOXVLRQ�� )LQDOO\�� LQ�&KDSWHU� ���� ,� VXPPDULVH� WKH� RYHUDUFKLQJ� DUJXPHQW� RI� WKH�
WKHVLV�� �
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Chapter 2 

Alna borough: place and people  
 

�

�

�

*HQHUDOO\� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� IHHO� D� VWURQJ� VHQVH� RI� EHORQJLQJ� LQ� $OQD� ERURXJK�� DQG�

HVSHFLDOO\�WR�LWV�YDULRXV�VPDOOHU��ORFDO�QHLJKERXUKRRGV��,Q�PDQ\�RI�WKH�FRXSOHV�LQ�WKLV�

VWXG\��RQH�RI�WKH�VSRXVHV�VSHQW�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRG�LQ�WKLV�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�2VOR��

DQG� WHQG� WR�ZLVK� WKLV� IRU� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ� WRR��(WKQLF�GLYHUVLW\� LV�RIWHQ�PHQWLRQHG�DV�D�

SDUWLFXODUO\� SRVLWLYH� IHDWXUH� RI� WKH� ERURXJK�� 6RPH� SDUHQWV� DOVR� KLJKOLJKW� WKH�

FRPSDUDWLYHO\� ODUJH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� SRSXODWLRQ� DV� D� SRVLWLYH� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� WKH�

place. On the other hand, not all parents, Pakistani or otherwise, consider Alna’s 

HWKQLF�GLYHUVLW\� DV�XQDPELJXRXVO\�SRVLWLYH� IRU� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�� LW� LV� VHHQ�DV� LPSHGLQJ�

VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOLW\� LI� WKHUH�DUH�QRW�enough� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV�� LI� WKHUH�DUH� ‘too 

many Pakistanis’��RU�if the ethnic mix does not constitute what is considered a ‘good 

balance’�or ‘50/50’�HWKQLF�DQG�QRQ�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV�����

:KLOH� ERWK� ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� SDUHQWV� DUH� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� WKHLU�

FKLOGUHQ’s sense of belonging in Alna, they also want them to develop a close 

UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�3DNLVWDQ��,� UHWXUQ�WR� WKLV� LQ� WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU�DQG�LQ�&KDSWHU����+HUH�,�

GLVFXVV�JHRJUDSKLFDO�DQG�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOLW\�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�$OQD�ERURXJK��WR�VKHG�

OLJKW�RQ�WKH�NLQG�RI�SODFH�$OQD�LV�IRU�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�DQG�DOVR�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��,�GLVFXVV�

OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�VXSHU�GLYHUVLW\��DQG�DUJXH�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WR�GUDZ�RQ�

LQVLJKWV�IURP�ERWK�WKHVH�RULHQWDWLRQV�WR�PDNH�VHQVH�RI�1RUZHJLDQ�Pakistani parents’ 

QHJRWLDWLRQV�RI�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�PRELOLW\�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK���

�

                                                           
���)RU�D�VWXG\�RI�\RXQJ�DGXOWV��EHORQJLQJ�DQG�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOLW\�LQ�$OQD�DQG�WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\��
VHH�UHFHQW�SXEOLFDWLRQV�E\�0RQLND�5RVWHQ����������������
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Alna borough in the Grorud Valley of Oslo  
2VOR� KDV� EHFRPH� ZKDW� LW� LV� WRGD\� WKURXJK� KLVWRULFDO� SURFHVVHV� ZKHUH� WKH� SK\VLFDO�

ODQGVFDSH�DQG�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�ERWK�FRQVWLWXWH�DQG�DUH�FRQVWLWXWHG�E\�HDFK�RWKHU��VHH�%��

$QGHUVHQ�� ����� IRU� D� KLVWRULFDO� RYHUYLHZ���8QWLO� WKH� ����V�� WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\� KDG�

EHHQ�PDLQO\�IDUPODQG��ZKLFK�ZDV�ODUJHO\�UHSODFHG�E\�EORFNV�RI�IODWV�LQ�WKH�UDSLG�SRVW�

ZDU�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� WKH�DUHD��0DQ\�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�PRYHG�WR�WKH�VXEXUEV�DW� WKDW� WLPH�

KDG� FRPH� WR� WKH� FDSLWDO� FLW\� IURP� RWKHU� SDUWV� RI� 1RUZD\�� )URP� WKH� ����V��

WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PLJUDQWV� ZKR� KDG� ILUVW� VHWWOHG� LQ� FHQWUDO� 2VOR� QHHGHG� URRPLHU�

DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�HVWDEOLVKHG�IDPLOLHV�DQG�WKHVH�JUHZ��DQG�PDQ\�PRYHG�WR�

WKH� *URUXG� 9DOOH\� �*URUXGGDOVVDWVQLQJHQ�� ����������� ZKHUH� ODUJHU� IODWV� ZHUH�

DYDLODEOH�DQG�SURSHUW\�SULFHV�ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�FLW\�FHQWUH��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�9DOOH\�

KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�D�SODFH�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�RI�SRSXODWLRQ�GLYHUVLW\��EXW�WKH�DFWXDO�QDWXUH�RI�

WKLV�GLYHUVLW\�KDV�FKDQJHG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��'LYHUVLW\�WKXV��LV�QRW�D�SUH�GHILQHG�FDWHJRU\��

EXW�RQH�WKDW�LV�HPSLULFDOO\�JURXQGHG���

7RGD\�� WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\� LV� WKH�PRVW�SRSXORXV�DUHD�RI�2VOR��DQG�FRQVLVWV�RI�

IRXU� ERURXJKV�� *URUXG�� $OQD�� %MHUNH� DQG� 6WRYQHU�� 7RJHWKHU� WKHVH� IRXU� HDVWHUQ�

ERURXJKV� KDYH� PRUH� WKDQ� ���� ���� UHVLGHQWV� RULJLQDWLQJ� IURP� ���� FRXQWULHV�� 7KLV�

encompasses 22% of Oslo’s population, and 8% of the capital’s building area 

�*URUXGGDOVVDWVQLQJHQ�����������:KLOH�WKH�9DOOH\�LV�GHQVHO\�SRSXODWHG��LQ�1RUZHJLDQ�

WHUPV��� LW� LV� DOVR�JUHHQ�DQG�RSHQ�� VXUURXQGHG�E\� D� IRUHVW� EHOW�ZLWK�ZDONLQJ�� F\FOLQJ�

DQG�� LQ� ZLQWHU�� VNLLQJ� WUDLOV�� $OWKRXJK� IHZ� RI� P\� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� LQIRUPDQWV�

DFWXDOO\�XVHG�WKLV�JUHHQ�EHOW��PDQ\�VDLG�WKDW�WKH\�DSSUHFLDWHG�MXVW�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�

WKHUH��7KH\�ZRXOG�ORRN�DW�LW�IURP�WKHLU�EDOFRQLHV�DQG�HQMR\�WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�EHLQJ�DZD\�

IURP� WKH� QRLVH� DQG� SROOXWLRQ� RI� WKH� FLW\�� 7KH\� WKHPVHOYHV� WHQGHG� WR� XVH� WKH�PDQ\�

RSHQ��JUHHQ�DUHDV�DQG�SOD\JURXQGV�VLWXDWHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EORFNV�RI�IODWV���

�
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�
Map 2.1. Map of boroughs in Oslo19 

�
Map2.2. Map of Alna borough20 

                                                           
���KWWS���ZZZ�RVOR�NRPPXQH�QR�RPBRVORBNRPPXQH�E\GHOVRYHUVLNW��DFFHVVHG�����������
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�

)XUXVHW� DQG� 7YHLWD� DUH� WKH� PDLQ� FHQWUHV� RI� $OQD� ERURXJK� �VHH� 0DS� ������ 6HYHUDO�

PRGHV�RI�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW�FRQYHUJH�KHUH��FRQQHFWLQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�DUHDV�RI�WKH�ERURXJK�

DQG�WR�UHVW�RI�WKH�FLW\��7KH�ERURXJK�KDV�DPSOH�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW�DOWHUQDWLYHV��7KH�0HWUR�

OLQH���OLQNV�WKH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ERURXJK�WRJHWKHU��DV�ZHOO�DV�OLQNLQJ�$OQD�WR�WKH�FLW\�FHQWUH�

DQG� EH\RQG�� WR� WKH� PRUH� XSPDUNHW� ZHVWHUQ� VXEXUEV� RI� 2VOR����7KHUH� LV� D� UDQJH� RI�

housing types in the borough, with the villas and gardens of ‘old� Furuset’ (gamle 

Furuset�� DQG� %U\Q�� DQG� DUHDV� ZLWK� VHPL�GHWDFKHG� KRXVHV� LQ� /LQGHEHUJ� DQG�

Haugenstua, but most of Alna’s residents live in flats. Only five out of the 30 mothers 

LQ�WKLV�VWXG\�OLYH�LQ�VHPL�GHWDFKHG�RU�GHWDFKHG�KRXVHV��)RXU�RXW�RI�WKHVH�ILYH� OLYH�LQ�

H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�KRXVHKROGV��ZLWK�WKH�QXFOHDU�IDPLO\�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�VPDOOHU�KRXVH�RQ�WKH�

SURSHUW\� RI� WKH� LQ�ODZV�� 7KH� ILIWK� OLYHV� LQ� D� VHPL�GHWDFKHG� KRXVH� ZLWK� KHU� 0LGGOH�

(DVWHUQ�KXVEDQG�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ���

$� ODUJH� QXPEHU� RI� VHUYLFHV� DUH� IRXQG� DW� )XUXVHW�� DQG� SHRSOH� GR�QRW� KDYH� WR�

YHQWXUH� IDU� WR� VKRS� IRU� JURFHULHV� RU� FORWKHV�� YLVLW� WKH� OLEUDU\�� D�PRVTXH� RU� UHOLJLRXV�

FHQWUH��4XLWH�D�IHZ�FKLOGUHQ�RI�VFKRRO�DJH�DWWHQG�4XUDQ�6FKRRO�RQ�ZHHNGD\�HYHQLQJV�

or Saturdays and Sundays, as Mariam’s children Manoor aQG�$PQD�GR��7KH�OLEUDU\�LV�

SRSXODU�� IRU� ERUURZLQJ� ERRNV�� GRLQJ� KRPHZRUN�� SOD\LQJ� FKHVV�� ZDWFKLQJ� ILOPV� RU�

PHHWLQJ� IULHQGV��&KLOGUHQ� UHDG� DQG�SOD\�� DQG� DGXOWV� UHDG� WKH� QHZVSDSHUV� RU� XVH� WKH�

,QWHUQHW����7KH� OLEUDU\� KDV� D� ODUJH� VHFWLRQ� RI� 8UGX�ODQJXDJH� PDJD]LQHV� DQG� ERRNV��

)XUXVHW�DOVR�KDV�D�VKRSSLQJ�FHQWUH�ZLWK�D�ODUJH�VXSHUPDUNHW��D�YHJHWDEOH�VKRS��D�FDIp��

D�EDNHU\�DQG�D�IDVW�IRRG�SODFH��D�VKRS�VHOOLQJ�YDULRXV�WULQNHWV��D�MHZHOOHU\�VKRS�DQG�D�

FRXSOH�RI�FORWKLQJ�VKRSV��DOO�ZLWK�UHDVRQDEO\�SULFHG�JDUPHQWV��$W�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�P\�

ILHOGZRUN�� WKHUH�ZDV� D�ERRN� VWRUH� LQ� WKH� FHQWUH�� EXW� WKLV� ODWHU� FORVHG�GRZQ�DQG�ZDV�

UHSODFHG� E\� D� FDUSHW� VKRS�� )XUXVHW� DOVR� KRVWV� D� 1RUZHJLDQ� /DERXU� DQG� :HOIDUH�

$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RIILFH�(NAV), a range of doctor’s offices, a gym, a public swLPPLQJ�

SRRO� DQG� D� PXOWL�SXUSRVH� VSRUWV� KDOO� ZLWK� D� QHZO\� XSJUDGHG� RXWGRRU� SOD\JURXQG��

IXQGHG�E\�WKH�$FWLRQ�3URMHFW��VHH�EHORZ����

$OQD�KDV�HLJKW�SULPDU\�VFKRROV��JUDGHV���WR����� WZR� ORZHU�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROV�

�JUDGHV� �� WR� ����� DQG� WKUHH� FRPELQHG� VFKRROV� �JUDGHV� �� WR� ����� 7KHUH� LV� DOVR� RQH�
                                                                                                                                                                      
�� �KWWS���ZZZ�FULEVQRUJH�VH�VLWHV�FULEVQRUJH�VH�ILOHV�NDUWDBRYHUBRVORBRFKBE\GHODUB��SGI� DFFHVVHG�
���������
���3HRSOH�VRPHWLPHV�VSHDN�RI�WKLV�0HWUR�OLQH�DV�WKH�&RORXU�/LQH��DIWHU�D�1RUZHJLDQ�IHUU\�FRPSDQ\��EXW�
KHUH�ZLWK�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�HWKQLF�FRPSRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�� 
�� �KWWS���ZZZ�ERNRJELEOLRWHN�QR�LQGH[�SKS"RSWLRQ FRPBFRQWHQW	YLHZ DUWLFOH	LG �������YLNWLJH�
ILOLDOHU�L�RVOR	FDWLG ���	,WHPLG ����DFFHVVHG�����������
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JRYHUQPHQW� XSSHU� VHFRQGDU\� VFKRRO� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK�� EXW�� XQOLNH� SULPDU\� DQG� ORZHU�

VHFRQGDU\� VFKRROV�� ZKHUH� SXSLOV� PXVW� DWWHQG� WKH� ORFDO� VFKRRO� DV� GHILQHG� E\� WKH�

PXQLFLSDOLW\�� WKHUH� LV� IUHH� FKRLFH� �PHULW� EDVHG�� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� WKH� Supil’s marks) of 

XSSHU�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROV�ZLWKLQ�2VOR��7KHUH�DUH����NLQGHUJDUWHQV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�����

�

Roots and diversity  
�

,GD��� � What do you think of Furuset as a place?  

-DYHULD��� I like it here. A lot. In summer the kids walk around outside and 

play with friends. I don’t worry. There are many other children 

for them to play with. Everything is here. Kindergartens. The 

[shopping] centre. Offices like NAV. The Metro. Buses. My 

cousin. There are many Pakistanis here.��

,GD��� � Do you have friends here?��

-DYHULD��� Many. I think that I’m in Pakistan! [Laughs] 

�

0\�LQIRUPDQWV�JHQHUDOO\�consider Furuset a safe place, and frown at the ‘ghetto’ label 

ZKLFK�WKH�PHGLD�RIWHQ�DWWDFK�WR�)XUXVHW�RU�WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\��3DUHQWV�WHOO�PH�WKDW�WKH\�

DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�HYHQ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�ZDON�DURXQG�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�DQG�PHHW�

RWKHU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� SOD\� ZLWK� RXWVLGH�� ZKLOH� SDUHQWV� NHHS� DQ� H\H� RQ� WKHP� IURP� WKH�

EDOFRQ\� RU� NLWFKHQ� ZLQGRZ�� -DYHULD� ����� VHHV� WKH� ODUJH� SRSXODWLRQ� RI� 1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQLV�DW�)XUXVHW��ZKHUH�VKH�OLYHV��DV�D�SRVLWLYH�IHDWXUH��6KH�OLNHV�)XUXVHW�EHFDXVH�

LW�UHPLQGV�KHU�RI�3DNLVWDQ�ZKHUH��DOWKRXJK�VKH�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�1RUZD\��VKH�VSHQW�PXFK�

RI�KHU�FKLOGKRRG�DQG�DWWHQGHG�WKH�ZKROH�RI�SULPDU\�VFKRRO���

-DYHULD�LV�QRW�DORQH�LQ�DSSUHFLDWLQJ�WKHVH�HWKQLF�QHWZRUNV�ZKLFK�DOORZ�PRWKHUV�

WR�VRFLDOLVH�ZLWK�RWKHU�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV��RIWHQ�UHODWLYHV�RU�QHLJKERXUV��LQ�

each other’s homes in the winter, at playgrounds in the summer, at the public library, 

RU�DW� ,.($�)XUXVHW��ZKHUH�PRWKHUV�PD\�WDNH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�SOD\�LQ� WKH�children’s 

IXUQLWXUH�VHFWLRQ��<HW��Rther informants find this ‘Pakistaniness’ less positive. Nasra 

�����WULHV�WR�NHHS�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�LQGRRUV�LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJV�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�LV�GLIILFXOW�ZKHQ�

they can hear ‘all the other Pakistani children’ playing outside. ‘If you look out the 

window at 10 pm, there are many children outside playing. But they are all Pakistani. 
                                                           
23KWWS���ZZZ�EDUQHKDJHU�RVOR�NRPPXQH�QR�RVOREDUQHKDJHQ�RYHUVLNWBEDUQHKDJHU�E\GHOBDOQD�RYHUVLNWBE
DUQHKDJHU��DFFHVVHG��������� 
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Norwegian parents keep their children inside at that time of the night.’�1DVUD�GRHV�QRW�

ZDQW�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�DV�EHLQJ�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKH�RWKHU�3DNLVWDQLV��DQG�QRU�

KHU�PRWKHULQJ�WR�EH�VHHQ�E\�RWKHUV�DV ‘careless’��([SHULHQFHV�RI�EHLQJ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�

‘other Pakistanis’, in a location where people of Pakistani descent constitute the 

ODUJHVW� VHJPHQW� RI� WKH� LPPLJUDQW� SRSXODWLRQ�� YDU\� DPRQJ� WKH� SHRSOH� ,� NQRZ�� 7KH�

FROOHFWLYLW\�RI�EHLQJ�PDQ\�FDQ�EH�DWWUDFWLYH�WR�VRPH��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�

WKH�VSLOO�RYHU�HIIHFW�RI�ZKDW�LV�JHQHUDOO\�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�OHVV�SRVLWLYH�EHKDYLRXU��VXFK�

DV�D�ODFN�RI�regulation of children’s sleeping hoXUV�DPRQJ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��

(WKQLF� GLYHUVLW\� LQ� $OQD� KDV� UDSLGO\� LQFUHDVHG� LQ� WKH� ODVW� ��� \HDUV�� ,Q� �����

WKHUH�ZHUH��������UHVLGHQWV�ZLWK�DQ�LPPLJUDQW�EDFNJURXQG�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��WHQ�\HDUV�

ODWHU� WKH� ILJXUH�ZDV� �������� DQG� E\� HDUO\� ������ ������� UHVLGHQWV�ZHUH� UHJLVWHUHG� DV�

KDYLQJ� DQ� LPPLJUDQW� EDFNJURXQG� �+¡\GDKO�� ���������� �� �:KLOH� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\�

VWDQGV�RXW�DV�WKH�PRVW�YLVLEOH�DQG�UHOHYDQW�GLYHUVLW\�IRU�LQKDELWDQWV�DQG�SROLF\PDNHUV��

WKHUH� LV� DOVR� D� YLJRURXV� LQWHUSOD\� RI� RWKHU� GLYHUVLW\� YDULDEOHV� VXFK� DV� ODQJXDJH��

UHOLJLRXV�DIILOLDWLRQ��FRXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ�DQG�OHJDO�VWDWXVHV��ORFDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�LGHQWLWLHV��

DQG� OHYHO�DQG� W\SH�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��$OWKRXJK�$OQD�KDV� ORQJ�EHHQ�D�SODFH�RI�PLJUDWLRQ��

national or international, the ‘diversification of diversity’ �+ROOLQJHU� ������ LQ�

9HUWRYHF������E�������LV�D�IDLUO\�UHFHQW�SKHQRPHQRQ��ZLWK�WKH�LQIOX[�RI�SHRSOH�IURP�

LPPLJUDQW�EDFNJURXQGV�PRYLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ERURXJK�IURP�WKH�����V�RQZDUGV��+DOI�RI�P\�

1RUZHJLDQ�ERUQ�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�VSHQW�ODUJH�SDUWV�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGKRRG�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��

+DOI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV� �����KDYH�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�EHWZHHQ�VL[�DQG�WHQ�\HDUV��HLJKW�

KDYH�OLYHG�WKHUH�EHWZHHQ����DQG����\HDUV��DQG�ILYH�KDYH�OLYHG�LQ�$OQD�IRU�EHWZHHQ����

DQG����\HDUV��2QO\�WZR�KDYH�OLYHG�WKHUH�IRU�OHVV�WKDQ���\HDUV��VHH�DSSHQGL[���+HQFH��

LQ�WHUPV�RI�UHVLGHQFH��P\�LQIRUPDQWV�OLYH�IDLUO\�VWDEOH�OLYHV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK���

:KLOH�SDUHQWV�RIWHQ�HPSKDVLVH�VLPLODULW\�DQG�FRQWLQXLW\�LQ�WKH�$OQD�WKH\�JUHZ�

XS�LQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�$OQD�ZKHUH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�JURZLQJ�XS��WKH\�DOVR�KLJKOLJKW�

WKDW�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�HWKQLF�GLYHUVLW\��$OQD�WRGD\�LV�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�$OQD�ZKHUH�

WKH\�JUHZ�XS��6RPH�FKLOGUHQ�DWWHQG� WKH�VDPH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�RU�VFKRRO�DV�RQH�RI� WKHLU�

SDUHQWV�GLG��$]UD������JUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�DUHD��DQG�WRGD\�VKH�OLYHV�LQ�KHU�FKLOGKRRG�KRPH��

:KHQ�VKH�DQG�KHU�LPPLJUDQW�KXVEDQG�,VPDLO������ERXJKW�D�IODW�DV�DQ�LQYHVWPHQW��WKH\�

ERXJKW�RQH� WKDW�ZDV�FORVHU� WR� WKH�FLW\�FHQWUH��DQG�QRW� LQ�DQ�DUHD�ZKHUH� WKH\�ZLVKHG�

                                                           
���)XUXVHW�KDV� IRU� ORQJ�EHHQ�FRQQHFWHG� WR� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRQFHUQV�DQG�JOREDO�GLYHUVLW\�7U\JYH�/LH�� WKH�
ILUVW�81�6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDO�� OLYHG�LQ�)XUXVHW� IRU����\HDUV��WKHUH�LV�D�VWDWXH�RI�KLP�FHQWUDOO\�ORFDWHG�DW�
)XUXVHW���
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WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� JURZ� XS�� ‘With kids...you change, you don’t want to live close to 

everything, you want to be on the outskirts [Tveita, where they live],�,VPDLO�VD\V��+LV�

ZLIH�DGGV��‘In the area where we live, Fahad (5) can go around on his own. It is safe 

and quiet.’ 7KDW� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� FDQ� PRYH� DERXW� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� LV� VHHQ� DV�

HQKDQFLQJ� WKHLU� IHHOLQJV� RI� EHORQJLQJ� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� �VHH� DOVR� *XOOHVWDG�� ������

/LGpQ�� ������� XQOHVV� WKLV� LV� ODWH� DW� QLJKW�� LQ�ZKLFK� FDVH� LW� LV� VHHQ� LQ� D� OHVV� SRVLWLYH�

OLJKW���

7KH�ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� SDUHQWV� YLHZ� SODFHV� IRU� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� LQIOXHQFHG� E\� KRZ�

parents view the ‘cherished past and desirable future’ �2OZLJ� 	� *XOO¡Y�� ���������

Parents’ childhood and family histories are intertwined with their children’s 

FKLOGKRRGV�WKURXJK�WKH�SK\VLFDO�SODFH�DQG�HPRWLRQDO�DWWDFKPHQWV�WR�WKLV�ZKLFK�KDYH�

GHYHORSHG�RYHU�WLPH��7KLV�LQWHUFRQQHFWLRQ�LV�QRW�D�FRincidence, or something that ‘just 

happens’: it is a deliberate strategy on the part of the parents, seeking to bring some 

continuity into their children’s lives��DQG�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�RZQ�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ’V�OLYHV��

D� FRQWLQXLW\� WKDW� FDQ� HQKDQFH� VWDELOLW\� DQG� EHORQJLQJ� LQ� ORFDO� DUHDV� RI� WKH� ERURXJK�

PRUH�VR�WKDQ�FODVV���

�

Living in the ghetto?  
,Q� &KDSWHU� �� ,� FRQQHFWHG� WKH� ZRUG� ghetto WR� FODVV� DQG� EULHIO\� GLVFXVVHG� VRPH�

perceived challenges of ethnic diversity in the context of open kindergarten. In Alna’s 

UHODWLYHO\� UHFHQW� KLVWRU\� DV� D� UHVLGHQWLDO� DUHD�� LW� KDV� LQGHHG� EHHQ� D� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�

ERURXJK�ZLWK�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ORZ�SURSHUW\�SULFHV�DQG�D�UHODWLYHO\�ORZ�OHYHO�RI�WHUWLDU\�

HGXFDWLRQ�� ,Q� ODWHU� \HDUV�� KRZHYHU�� WKH�*URUXG�Valley’s negative reputation and the 

‘ghetto� stamp’ have increasingly been connected ZLWK� HWKQLFLW\�� ,Q� ����� WKH�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� SROLWLFLDQ� $ELG� 4� 5DMD� ZURWH� LQ� WKH� QDWLRQDO� QHZVSDSHU�

Aftenposten�that the Grorud Valley is a ‘ticking clock’, deliberately not using the ZRUG�

bomb�EXW�QHYHUWKHOHVV�H[SUHVVLQJ�IHDUV�WKDW�WKH�9DOOH\�PD\�EHFRPH�OLNH�JKHWWRV�LQ�WKH�

8.� DQG� )UDQFH� �� �In Norwegian public discourse a ghetto is ‘diseased, isolated, 

transnational and defective’��whereas the ‘local community’ (lokalsamfunn��LV�VHHQ�DV�

unequivocally positive: it ‘LQGLFDWHV� URRWV�� WUDGLWLRQ� DQG� QRW� WKH� OHDVW� WRJHWKHUQHVV�

�samhold)’ (Eriksen, 2006:18, my translation). �

                                                           
���KWWS���ZZZ�DIWHQSRVWHQ�QR�PHQLQJHU�VSDOWLVWHU�UDMD�.ORNNHQ�WLNNHU�L�*URUXGGDOHQ���������KWPO,�
DFFHVVHG������������
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7KHUH�DUH�WZR�ZD\V�WR�DSSURDFK�D�GHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUG�JKHWWR��ILUVW��DV�

DQ� experience�� HQWDLOLQJ� DQ� DQDO\VLV� RI� KRZ� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� H[SHULHQFH� OLYLQJ� LQ�

)XUXVHW��$OQD�DQG�WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\��DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�PDWFK�

FHUWDLQ� FULWHULD� WKDW� GHILQH� D� JKHWWR�� DQG� VHFRQG�� DV� D� label�� H[SORULQJ� WKH� ZD\V� LQ�

ZKLFK� WKH� JKHWWR� label is placed upon a location from the ‘outside’ and how this LV�

countered from the ‘inside’. I deal with both of these approaches here�� ,� ILQG� LW�

LPSRUWDQW�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�GR�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�WKH\�OLYH�LQ�D�JKHWWR��DQG�

to show that the label is ‘mereO\’ discursive��DQG�ERWK�H[WHUQDO�DQG�UHODWLRQDO���

6WDWLVWLFV�1RUZD\�GHILQHV�D�JKHWWR�DV�D�SODFH�ZLWK�D�KLJK�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�RQH�

SDUWLFXODU�HWKQLF�RU�PLJUDQW�JURXS��DQG�ZLWK�ORZ�UDWHV�RI�KRPH�RZQHUVKLS����,Q�$OQD�

����RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ� RZQ� WKH� SURSHUW\� WKH\� OLYH� LQ�� D� ILJXUH� WKDW� LV� VLPLODU� WR� WKH�

QDWLRQDO� DYHUDJH����7KH� SURSRUWLRQ� RI� $OQD� UHVLGHQWV� ZKR� RZQ� WKHLU� RZQ� KRPHV� LV�

KLJKHU� WKDQ� WKH�2VOR� DYHUDJH�� EXW� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH��PRUH� SHRSOH� OLYH� LQ� FRQJHVWHG�

OLYLQJ�VSDFHV�WKDQ�WKH�2VOR�DYHUDJH��2XW�RI��������KRXVHKROGV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK���������

DUH� RZQHG� E\� WKRVH� ZKR� OLYH� LQ� WKHP��� �1RQH� RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� OLYHG� LQ� UHQWHG�

KRXVLQJ���

7KH�VRFLDO�VFLHQWLVW�ZKR�KDV�GRQH�PRVW�WR�GHFRQVWUXFW�DQG�GHILQH�WKH�FRQFHSW�

RI�WKH�JKHWWR�LV�/RwF�:DFTXDQW��VHH�H�J���������������%ULHIO\��:DFTXDQW�XQGHUVWDQGV�

D�JKHWWR�DV�relational�DQG�DV�a ‘socio�VSDWLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�JHDUHG�WR�WKH�WZLQ�PLVVLRQ�RI�

isolating and exploiting a dishonoured category’��DQG�KH�also argues that ‘the ghetto 

UHVXOWV�QRW� IURP�HFRORJLFDO�G\QDPLFV�EXW� IURP�WKH� LQVFULSWLRQ� LQ�VSDFH�RI�D�PDWHULDO�

DQG� V\PEROLF� power asymmetry’� ���������� )XUWKHUPRUH�� IRU� D� JKHWWR� WR� HPHUJH��

according to Wacquant, spatial confinement must be ‘imposed and all-encompassing’, 

and there must be a ‘duplicative set of institutions� HQDEOLQJ� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ� WR�

UHSURGXFH� LWVHOI� ZLWKLQ� LWV� DVVLJQHG� SHULmeter’� ���������� LWDOLFV� LQ� RULJLQDO��� )RU�

:DFTXDQW�� WKH� FDWHJRU\� RI� WKH� JKHWWR� LV� -DQXV�IDFHG� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� ZKLOH� LW� LV� D�

GHYLFH�WR�FRQILQH�DQG�FRQWURO��LW�FDQ�DOVR�EHFRPH�D�SURWHFWLYH�DQG�LQWHJUDWLYH�GHYLFH��

RU�D�collective identity machine����������������

:DFTXDQW� XQGHUVWDQGV� ghetto� DQG� ethnic cluster� ‘as two ideal�W\SLFDO�

configurations situated at opposite ends of the homological continua’��FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�D�

QXPEHU� RI� RSSRVLWHV� VXFK� DV� FRQVWUDLQW� DQG� FKRLFH�� HQWUDSPHQW� DQG� VHOI�SURWHFWLRQ��

                                                           
���6WDWLVWLFLDQ�/DUV��VWE\��6WDWLVWLFV�1RUZD\���PHHWLQJ�DW�5RPPHQ�6FKRRO�������������
���KWWS���VVE�QR�D�NRUWQDYQ�IREKXVKROG�WDE���������������KWPO��DFFHVVHG�����������
���KWWSV���ZZZ�VVE�QR�VWDWLVWLNNEDQNHQ�6HOHFW9DU9DO�VDYHVHOHFWLRQV�DVS[��DFFHVVHG�����������
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DQG� LQZDUG�DQG�RXWZDUG�RULHQWDWLRQV� �����������5HIHUULQJ� WR�7XUNLVK� LPPLJUDQWV� LQ�

Belgium, Christiane Timmerman argues that life in what she terms ‘immigrant 

enclaves’, which I understand to be similar to Wacquant’s WHUP� ethnic cluster�� LV�

VKHOWHUHG� IURP� RXWVLGH� VRFLetal developments and more ‘traditional’ than in the 

FRXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ�������� LQ�/LYHUVDJH���������������7KHVH�FORVHG�LPPLJUDQW�VRFLHWLHV�

ZKHUH�PXWXDO� WUXVW�DQG� LQWHUSHUVRQDO�GHSHQGHQF\�DUH�VWURQJ�PD\�OHDG� WR� UHVWULFWLRQV�

RQ� SHUVRQDO� DXWRQRP\� �3RUWHV� 	� 5XPEDXW�� �����. Ethnic clusters or ‘closed’ 

LPPLJUDQW�VRFLHWLHV�HQWDLO�VRPH�OHYHO�RI�VRFLDO�FRQWURO�RI�SHRSOH� OLYLQJ� WKHUH��ZKLFK�

ZDV� DOVR� H[SHULHQFHG� E\� D� QXPEHU� RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� ZLWK� MXGJLQJ� JD]HV� IURP� D�

PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�QH[W�GRRU�RU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IURP�DQ�DXQW�WR�EH�DYDLODEOH�RQ�VKRUW�QRWLFH�

DQG�DW� DOO� WLPHV��<HW�� DV� ,�ZLOO� GLVFXVV�� LQIRUPDQWV� DOVR� ILQG�PHDQLQJ� LQ� DQG�JUHDWO\�

DSSUHFLDWH�WKHVH�LQWHUUHODWLRQDO�HQWDQJOHPHQWV���

,Q�Soulside ������>����@���8OI�+DQQHU]�H[SORUHV�KRZ�EODFN�JKHWWR�LQKDELWDQWV�

‘make’ their�environment. Rather than understanding the ghetto as diseased or as ‘a 

tangle of pathologies’, Hannerz understood social life in the ghetto as an interplay 

EHWZHHQ�VRFLDO�EHKDYLRXU�DQG� WKH�XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQW� �+DQQHU]������� >����@������ ,Q�

KHU� VWXG\� RI�0DQFKester Pakistanis, Pnina Werbner draws similarities between ‘the 

village like characteristics of the Pakistani central residential cluster’ and immigrant 

ghettos as ‘village�like’ and ‘places of intense sociability’ ������������:HUEQHU�XVHV�

ghetto�DV�D�GHVFULSWLYH�WHUP�DQG�GRHV�QRW�FULWLTXH�RU�GHFRQVWUXFW�LW��5DWKHU��:HUEQHU�

HPSKDVLVHV� LWV� YLOODJH�OLNH� IHDWXUHV�� FRPSDULQJ� it to the more positive ‘local 

community’. Alna, like the areas of Manchester where Werbner conducted her 

research, has ‘particularly many�Pakistanis’ �+¡\GDKO�������������(YHQ�WKRXJK�VRPH�

RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� ZRXOG� SUREDEO\� UHFRJQLVH� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ� WKH� NLQG� RI� VRFLDO� OLIH�

:HUEQHU� GHVFULEHV� LQ� the ‘village�like’ ghetto, where ‘women go about their daily 

affairs, cleaning and cooking, shopping’ ������������WKH\�GR�QRW�FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�

WR� OLYH� LQ� HLWKHU� D� YLOODJH� RU� D� JKHWWR�� EXW� LQ� D� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� –� DOEHLW� RQH� WKDW� LV�

VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�ORFDO�DQG�WUDQVQDWLRQDO���

)HDWXUHV� VXFK� DV� KRPRJHQLVDWLRQ�� ERXQGHGQHVV� DQG� VWDELOLW\� GR� QRW� PDWFK�

$OQD��HLWKHU�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�residents’ daily lives with WKHLU�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�LQZDUG�DQG�

RXWZDUG� PRELOLW\�� RU� LQ� WHUPV� RI� UHVLGHQFH�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� DOWKRXJK� $OQD� KDV� D�

UHODWLYHO\�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�UHVLGHQWV�RI�3DNLVWDQL�GHVFHQW��,�GR�QRW�FRQVLGHU�$OQD�WR�EH�
                                                           
���,Q�3DNLVWDQ�� ,�PHW� UHVLGHQW�3DNLVWDQLV�ZKR�FRXOG� HDVLO\�SRLQW�RXW� GLDVSRUD�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� WKH� VWUHHWV�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�RXWPRGHG�FORWKHV�DQG�KDLUVW\OHV���
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DQ�HWKQLF� FOXVWHU�� DQ� LPPLJUDQW� HQFODYH�RU� D� FORVHG� VRFLHW\��7KLV� LV� VR� HYHQ� WKRXJK�

UHVLGHQWV�� OLNH� -DYHULD�� HQMR\� $OQD� EHFDXVH� LW� UHPLQGV� WKHP� RI� 3DNLVWDQ�� DQG� WKH\�

VSHQG�PXFK�RI�WKHLU�WLPH�WKHUH��DV�LV�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�PDQ\�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV��+RZHYHU��

HYHQ� LI� VRPH� UHVLGHQWV� OLYH� PRVW� RI� WKHLU� VRFLDO� OLYHV� LQ� WKHLU� LPPHGLDWH� SK\VLFDO�

VXUURXQGLQJV�� QHLWKHU� WKH� SODFH� QRU� WKH� OLYHV� RI� WKH� SHRSOH� OLYLQJ� WKHUH� DUH� LVRODWHG��

The most visible element of the ‘pathology’ inscribed on the Valley by media and 

SXEOLF�GLVFRXUVH�LV�WKDW�LW�LV�D�VRUW�RI�PXOWL�HWKQLF�HQFODYH����7KH�LGHD�RI�DQ�HWKQLFDOO\�

GLYHUVH� DUHD� with ‘outward’ transnational orientations and movements withLQ� DQ�

LVRODWHG�HQFODYH�LV�RI�FRXUVH�SDUDGR[LFDO���

In Wacquant’s definition, neither Alna nor any of the areas within the�ERURXJK�

FDQ� EH� FRQVLGHUHG� D� JKHWWR��%OXQWO\� SXW�� $OQD� LV� D� VPDOO�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� DUHD�ZLWK� D�

GLYHUVH�DQG�PLJUDQW�rich population located outside a small city. Yet, in Wacquant’s 

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� D� JKHWWR� LV� LQVFULEHG� ZLWK� DQG� LV� D� UHVXOW� RI� DV\PPHWULFDO� SRZHU�

UHODWLRQV��ZKLFK� WR� VRPH�H[WHQW�DSSOLHV� WR� WKH�ERURXJKV� LQ� WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\�� VLQFH�

WKH\� are marked by power inequalities and ‘otherness’. There is thus a struggle of 

PHDQLQJ�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�9DOOH\�LV�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�DQG�DERXW�ZKR�KDV�D�OHJLWLPDWH�ULJKW�

WR�GHILQH� WKHVH�DVSHFWV��7KLV�DOVR�HPHUJHV� LQ�PDQ\�RI� WKH� FKDSWHUV� LQ� WKH�DQWKRORJ\�

ZULWWHQ�DERXW�$OQD� �$OJKDVL�HW�DO����������7KLV�VWUXJJOH�RI�PHDQLQJ� LV�DOVR�SROLWLFDO��

ZKLFK� KDV� OHG� WR� WKH� LQLWLDWLRQ� RI� WKH� Grorud Valley Action Project 

�Groruddalssatsningen����

�

Politics, reputation and the ethos of mixing 
,Q�WKH�HDUO\�����V�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�VWDWH�DQG�WKH�2VOR�PXQLFLSDOLW\�ODXQFKHG�WKH�12.���

ELOOLRn (approx. € 125 million)�� Grorud Valley Action Project� �����–�������DQ�DUHD�

UHQHZDO�VWUDWHJ\�DLPHG�DW�HQVXULQJ�VXVWDLQDEOH�XUEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW��LPSURYHG�TXDOLW\�

RI� OLIH� DQG� EHWWHU� OLYLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV� IRU� UHVLGHQWV�� 7KH� SURMHFW� FRQVLVWV� RI� IRXU� VXE�

SURMHFWV�� WUDQVSRUW�� VSRUWV�� FXOWXUH� DQG� ORFDO� HQYLURQPHQW�� KRXVLQJ�� XUEDQ� DQG�

FRPPXQLW\�GHYHORSPHQW�� DQG�\RXWK�� HGXFDWLRQ�� FXOWXUDO� DFWLYLWLHV� DQG� LQFOXVLRQ����,W�

                                                           
�� �6HH�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� KWWS���ZZZ�DIWHQSRVWHQ�QR�PHQLQJHU�GHEDWW�(Q�LQQYDQGUHUIRUVNHUV�KYLWH�IOXNW�
��������KWPO��KWWS���ZZZ�RVORE\�QR�Q\KHWHU�*URUXG�ODUHU�VNU\WHU�DY�GHW�VRVLDOH�PLOMRHW���������KWPO�
DQG�
KWWS���ZZZ�RVORE\�QR�Q\KHWHU�)RUVNHU�IO\WWHW�IUD�HWQLVNH�VNLOOHOLQMHU���������KWPO�� DOO� DFFHVVHG�
������������+RZHYHU��WKHUH�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�DWWHPSWV�WR�VKRZ�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�OLYHV�OLYHG�WKHUH��VXFK�DV�
WKH�VHULHV�Dalen vår �2XU�9DOOH\��WKDW�ZDV�DLUHG�RQ�QDWLRQDO�79�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�RI�������
���7KH�H[FKDQJH�UDWH�KDV�IOXFWXDWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SURMHFW�SHULRG��,�KDYH�XVHG�(85�� �12.���WKURXJKRXW���
���KWWS���ZZZ�SURVMHNW�JURUXGGDOHQ�RVOR�NRPPXQH�QR�RPBJURUXGGDOVVDWVLQJHQ���DFFHVVHG�����������
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WKXV�HQFRPSDVVHV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�WKHPDWLF�ILHOGV�DQG�JHRJUDSKLFDO�DUHDV��VHUYLFHV�DQG�

LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DIIHFWLQJ�DOO�SRSXODWLRQ�VHJPHQWV���

,Q�SUDFWLFH�� WKH�DUHD�VWUDWHJ\�KDV�DOVR�EHFRPH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�FRXQWHULQJ� WKH�

Valley’s negative reputation (omdømme�� �VHH� H�J�� 5RVWHQ�� ������ ������� 7KLV� KDV�

SULPDULO\�EHHQ� LQYRNHG�E\� WKH�PHGLD�DQG�SHRSOH� OLYLQJ�RXWVLGH� WKH�9DOOH\�� VRPH�RI�

ZKRP� DUH� SUHYLRXV� 9DOOH\� UHVLGHQWV�� DV� H[HPSOLILHG� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� FKDSWHU�� 7KH�

$FWLRQ� 3URMHFW� KDV� EHFRPH� RQH� WRRO� WR� RSSRVH� WKH� ghetto stamp� SURMHFWHG� RQWR� WKH�

9DOOH\� E\� RXWVLGHUV�� $� IOLSVLGH� RI� WKH� DUHD� UHQHZDO� VWUDWHJ\�� KRZHYHU�� PD\� EH� DQ�

HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�VWLJPDV�WKDW�LW�LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�FRXQWHU��EXW�,�ZLOO�QRW�

H[DPLQH�WKLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�KHUH��VHH�H�J�%��$QGHUVHQ��������+��7��$QGHUVHQ���������$V�

WKHUH�LV�QR�XQLILHG�RSLQLRQ�DPRQJ�UHVLGHQWV�DV�WR�ZKDW�WKH�SURMHFW�LV�DQG�VKRXOG�DLP�WR�

EH�� WKH�ghetto stamp does not invoke a ‘collective identity machine’. However, the 

‘taint of place’ or the territorial stigma �:DFTXDQW�� ������ ����� VHH� DOVR9DVVHQGHQ��

������GRHV�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�UHVLGHQWV�UHODWH�WR�DQG�LQWHUQDOLVH�WKH�H[WHUQDO�

FDWHJRULVDWLRQ� �5RVWHQ�� ����������� 7KH� H[WHQW� WR� ZKLFK� SHRSOH� HQJDJH� LQ� WKLV�

GLVFXUVLYH�GHEDWH�YDULHV�PRUH�EURDGO\�DFFRUGLQJ� WR�DJH��JHQGHU�DQG�VRFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ��

<RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�KDYH�D�VWURQJ�QHWZRUN�WKHUH�

�VHH�5RVWHQ��������WHQG�WR�EH�PRUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKLV�GHEDWH�WKDQ�P\�LQIRUPDQWV��ZKR�

KDYH�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�OHVV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�ORFDO�SROLWLFV��7KDW�VDLG�D�

WKUHDW�RI�FORVXUH�KDQJLQJ�RYHU�the open kindergartens in the borough led to ‘massive’ 

PRELOLVDWLRQ�DPRQJ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�SDUHQWV�,�NQRZ��VHH�&KDSWHU�������

� $Q�XQGHUO\LQJ�DVVXPSWLRQ�LQ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�PHDVXUHV�LQ�WKH�$FWLRQ�3URMHFW��DQG�

LQ� RIILFLDO� MXVWLILFDWLRQV� LV� DQ� ethos of mixing�� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� LGHD� WKDW�PL[LQJ� DFURVV�

HWKQLF�JURXSV� LV�D�JRRG� WKLQJ�� IXUWKHU�� WKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�H[SHFWHG� WR�PL[� LQ� WKH�SXEOLF�

VSKHUH� �:HVVHQGRUI���������)DFLOLWDWLQJ�mixing� LV� D� FHQWUDO� UDWLRQDOH� WR�PDQ\�RI� WKH�

PHDVXUHV� LQ� WKH�Groruddalssatsningen� DV� LW� LV� DPRQJ�PDQ\� RI� WKH� SDUHQWV� ,� NQRZ.�

3DUHQWV� RIWHQ� VSHDN� RI� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� of ‘finding a balance’ and a ‘good mix’ of 

minority and majority population for their children’s language development and 

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� LQ�$OQD� DQG� LQ�1RUZD\�PRUH� JHQHUDOO\�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKLV� HPSKDVLV� RQ�

‘finding a balance’ to correspond with the broader QDWLRQDO� GLVFRXUVH� DERXW�

VHJUHJDWLRQ�� SDUDOOHO� VRFLHWLHV� DQG�white flight� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� SDUHQWV�� LQ� WKLQNLQJ�

about Alna and their children’s futures there, tend to centre their evaluations on 

HWKQLFLW\� DV� D� PDUNHU� UDWKHU� WKDQ�� IRU� LQVWDQFH�� VRFLDO� FODVV�� +RZHYHU�� GHVSLWH� WKH�

political aim of combating fracturing, and residents’ appreciation of available parks 
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and other ‘meeting places’� LQVWLJDWHG� E\� IXQGV� IURP� WKH�$FWLRQ� 3URMHFW�� QHLWKHU� GR�

SHRSOH�QHFHVVDULO\�ZDQW�WR�PL[�LQ�DOO�DUHDV�RI�OLIH��QRU�GR�WKH\�DOZD\V�ZLVK�WR�PL[�DW�

WKH�GHHSHU��PRUH�SHUVRQDO�OHYHO�RI�WKHLU�VRFLDO�OLYHV��VHH�+��7��$QGHUVHQ����������

�

Alna as a local community��
Tim Cresswell points out that a ‘[p]lace, at a basic level, is space invested with 

meaning in the context of power’ ����������� %HFDXVH� D� SODFH� LV� LPEXHG� ZLWK�

VXEMHFWLYH�PHDQLQJ��PHPRU\�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�� WKHUH�LV�URRP�IRU�D�YDULHW\�RI�GLIIHUHQW�

H[SHULHQFHV� RI� DQG� VWUDWHJLHV� IRU� WXUQLQJ� VSDFH� LQWR� SODFH�� 6LPLODUO\�� $�3�� &RKHQ�

������� XQGHUVWDQGV� D� FRPPXQLW\� QRW� DV� D� IUDPHG� JHRJUDSKLFDO� VSDFH� RU� DQ�

RUJDQLVDWLRQDO� VWUXFWXUH�� EXW� UDWKHU� DV� D� V\PEROLF� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� WKDW� HQWDLOV�PHDQLQJ�

PDNLQJ� ZKHUH� D� FRPPRQ� LGHQWLW\� PD\� HPHUJH� IURP� FRPPRQ� FRGHV�� PRUDOV� DQG�

QRUPV��7KXV��D�FRPPXQLW\�LV�UHODWLRQDO��GHILQLQJ�ERWK�ZKDW�SHRSOH�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�

ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�ZKDW�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�WKHP�IURP�RWKHU�SHRSOH��&RKHQ�������������

$�SODFH� RU� D� FRPPXQLW\� LV�� WKHUHIRUH�� QRW� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� is�� LW� LV� VRPHWKLQJ�

WKDW�LV�made�DQG�remade�WKURXJK�WLPH�DQG�WKURXJK�SHRSOH’V�DFWLYH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��7KLV�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG� VHDUFK� IRU� FRPPRQDOLWLHV� LV� QRW� FRQILQHG� WR� D� JHRJUDSKLFDO� VSDFH�

�VXFK�DV�D�JKHWWR���EXW�PD\�H[WHQG�EH\RQG�� LQ� WKLV�FDVH�RXWZDUGV� WR� WKH�ERURXJK�RI�

$OQD��1HYHUWKHOHVV��DV�&RKHQ�DOVR�SRLQWV�RXW��ERXQGDULHV�EHFRPH� LPSRUWDQW�DQG�DUH�

PDUNHG�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�QHHG�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WKHPVHOYHV�IURP�RWKHUV��%DUWK���������7KH�

FRQWHVWDWLRQV� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� WR� EH� EHWZHHQ� H[WHUQDO� FDWHJRULVDWLRQ�� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DQG�

H[FOXVLRQ�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�VHOI�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�DQG�D�VKDUHG�VHQVH�RI�EHORQJLQJ�RQ�

WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��-HQNLQV���������RU�EHWZHHQ�LGHQWLWLHV�DVFULEHG�E\�RWKHUV�DQG�YROXQWDU\�

DQG�VHOI�DVFULEHG�LGHQWLW\��%DUWK����������

My informants’ experiences and strategies of place�PDNLQJ�ILW�UDWKHU�ZHOO�LQWR�

Cresswell’s���DV�,�VHH�LW���‘calculation’ (space+meaning+power=place)��EXW�WKHUH�PXVW�

EH� DQ� DGGHG�HPSKDVLV�RQ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG� LQWHUDFWLRQ��)DFH�WR�IDFH� LQWHUDFWLRQV� DUH�

HVVHQWLDO� LQ� WXUQLQJ� VSDFH� LQWR� SODFH�� EHFDXVH� WKHVH� LQWHUDFWLRQV� IDFLOLWDWH� WKH�

LQYHVWPHQW�RI�PHDQLQJ�LQ�D�SODFH��:KHQ�D�SODFH�LV�VHHQ�WR�EH�LPEXHG�ZLWK�PHDQLQJ��LW�

LV�DOZD\V�FRQWHsted and in flux constituted through people’s actions and choices. Alna 

UHVLGHQWV�DFWLYHO\�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ�DQG�UHIOHFW�XSRQ� WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�$OQD�DV�D�SODFH� IRU�

WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� DQG� PDQ\� RI� WKHP� KDYH� D� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� DSSURDFK� WR� EHORQJLQJ� DQG�

OLYLQJ�WRJHWKHU��IRU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�FRQYLYLDOLW\��VHH�1RZLFND�	�9HUWRYHF�������DQG�
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&KDSWHU������/LNH�DOO�SODFHV��$OQD�LV�VRFLDOO\�FRQVWUXFWHG�LQ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�

GLIIHUHQW�–�DQG�FRQWHVWHG�–�PHDQLQJV�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKLV�SODFH��$OQD�VKDSHV�DQG�LV�VKDSHG�

E\� LWV� inhabitants’ lives, experiences and modes of participation in the borough and 

EH\RQG��$OVR�� LQKDELWDQWV�XVH�PHPRULHV�RI� WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRGV� LQ�HQYLVDJLQJ� WKHLU�

children’s present and future in Alna. Place�PDNLQJ� WKXV� LV� ERWK� D� VSDWLDO� DQG� D�

WHPSRUDO�H[HUFLVH���

%RURXJK� UHVLGHQWV�� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV�� ORFDO� SROLWLFLDQV� DQG� EXUHDXFUDWV�

ZRUN� WR�FRXQWHU� WKH�QHJDWLYH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI� WKH�ERURXJK�DQG� WKH�9DOOH\� LQ�SXEOLF�

GLVFRXUVH�� %XW�� ZKLOH� WKHUH� LV� DJUHHPHQW� DV� WR� ZKDW� WKH� SODFH� LV� QRW�� WKHUH� LV�PRUH�

YDULHW\�LQ�WKH�RSLQLRQV�DV�WR�ZKDW�WKH�SODFH�LV�DQG�ZKDW�LW�LGHDOO\�VKRXOG�EH��:KHUHDV�

-DYHULD� LQWHUSUHWV� WKH�KLJK�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� WKH�DUHD�DV�SRVLWLYH�EHFDXVH� LW�

PDNHV�KHU�IHHO�SDUW�RI�D� ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��VRPH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�SDUHQWV�GR�QRW�

wish to be associated with ‘other Pakistanis’. Increasing class homogenisation is 

SUREOHPDWLF� IRU� VRPH�� ZKLOH� IRU� RWKHUV� LW� LV� LQFUHDVLQJ� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\� WKDW� SRVHV�

challenges to their children’s futures. 6RPH�SDUHQWV�PRYH�RXW�RI� WKH�ERURXJK�WR�OHVV�

PLJUDQW�ULFK� DUHDV�� ZKLOH� ORFDO� SROLWLFLDQV� DQG� EXUHDXFUDWV� HPSKDVLVH� WKH� SRVLWLYH�

DVSHFWV�RI�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�RI�mixing���
 

Inwards, upwards and outwards mobility  
,Q� $OQD�� DV� HOVHZKHUH� LQ� 2VOR�� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� PRELOLW\� LV� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK�

JHRJUDSKLFDO� PRELOLW\�� *HRJUDSKLFDO� PRELOLW\� LV� PDGH� SRVVLEOH� WKURXJK� ILQDQFLDO�

UHVRXUFHV�� RIWHQ� DFFXPXODWHG� WKURXJK� SURSHUW\� LQYHVWPHQWV� PDGH� E\� WKH� SLRQHHU�

JHQHUDWLRQ�� ,Q� EURDG� WHUPV�� PLGGOH�FODVV� SHRSOH� DUH� PRYLQJ� RXW�� ZKLOH� WKH� OHVV�

HGXFDWHG�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� UHPDLQ�–� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� HWKQLF� RU� OLQJXLVWLF� EDFNJURXQG�� EXW�

QRW�DOO�WKDW�FDQ�DIIRUG�WR�PRYH�WR�D�PRUH�DIIOXHQW�DUHD�FKRRVH�WR�GR�VR��&RQVHTXHQWO\��

$OQD� LV� EHFRPLQJ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� KRPRJHQHRXV� DV� UHJDUGV� VRFLDO� FODVV��7KRVH� WKDW� GR�

PRYH�� JHQHUDOO\�PRYH� RXWZDUGV� DQG� eastwards to the more upmarket but ‘similar’ 

HDVWHUQ�SDUWV�RI�2VOR��OLNH�/DPEHUWVHWHU��LQ�1RUGVWUDQG�ERURXJK��DQG�6N¡\HQnVHQ��LQ�

�VWHQVM¡� ERURXJK��� RU� WR� WKH� QHLJKERXULQJ� FRXQW\� RI� $NHUVKXV� DQG� DUHDV� VXFK� DV�

6WU¡PPHQ�� /LOOHVWU¡P�� 5DVWD� DQG� /¡UHQVNRJ�� UDWKer than the more ‘different’ west 

VLGH� RI� 2VOR�� )RU� 3DNLVWDQLV�� 7XUNV� DQG� 7DPLOV�� WKH� QHW� PRYHPHQW� RXWZDUGV� LV�

‘exceptionally pronounced’ �7XUQHU� 	� :HVVHO�� ��������� 3RVVLEO\�� WKH� KLJK�

HPSOR\PHQW�UDWHV�DPRQJ�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�/¡UHQVNRJ�PD\�EH�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
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WKHVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDG�WKH�ILQDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�WR�PRYH�RXW�RI�WKH�FLW\��WR�SODFHV�ZLWK�

EHWWHU�KRXVLQJ�DQG�ORFDO�HQYLURQPHQW���VWE\�������������

� $V� PHQWLRQHG�� WKH� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\� RI� $OQD� KDV� LQFUHDVHG� UDSLGO\� LQ� UHFHQW�

GHFDGHV�� DV� SHRSOH�PRYHG� IURP� SUHGRPLQDQWO\� LPPLJUDQW� DUHDV� RI� GRZQWRZQ�2VOR�

OLNH� 7¡\HQ� DQG� *U¡QODQG��:KHQ�$DQ\D� DQG� KHU� VLEOLQJV� ZHUH� FKLOGUHQ�� KHU� IDPLO\�

PRYHG�IURP�7¡\HQ�LQ�WKH�FLW\�FHQWUH�WR�/LQGHEHUJ��VR�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�EH�DURXQG�PRUH�

ethnic Norwegians and fewer ‘foreigners’, and thus become ‘integrated’. Now, 

GHPRJUDSKLFV� DW� /LQGHEHUJ� KDYH� VKLIWHG�� DQG� $DQ\D� DQG� KHU� KXVEDQG� $GQDQ� KDYH�

UHFHQWO\�ERXJKW�D�IODW�LQ�D�VPDOO�WRZQ�RXWVLGH�RI�2VOR��DQG�SXW�WKHLU�/LQGHEHUJ�KRPH�

up for sale. The move will take them closer to Adnan’s workplacH�DQG��DV� WKH\�DUH�

PRYLQJ� WR� DQ� DUHD� ZLWK� IHZHU� LPPLJUDQWV� DQG� PRUH� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQV�� D� ‘better 

balance’ in the schools and kindergartens. Aanya feels that this will mean better 

FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�OHDUQ�1RUZHJLDQ��XQOLNH�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�KHU�GDXJKWHU�

1RPL�DW� WKH�/LQGHEHUJ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��‘Once Nomi came home, she made these sing-

song sounds, like pretend Sinhalese33…I send her to kindergarten to learn Norwegian, 

not some funny language!�They learn so fast when they are so young, which is why I 

want her to be with many Norwegians.’� +RZHYHU�� ORRNLQJ� EDFN� DW� KHU� RZQ�

experience, Aanya is also worried about moving to a ‘whiter’ area. It was a shock for 

KHU�DQG�KHU�VLVWHUV�WR�PRYH�IURP�HWKQLFDOO\�GLYHUVH�GRZQWRZQ�/DNNHJDWD�WR�WKH�WKHQ�

ZKLWH�/LQGHEHUJ��DQG�VKH�IHDUV�D�VLPLODU�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�KHU�IRXU�\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU���

$ORQJ�WKH�VDPH�OLQHV��6RQLD������DQG�,PUDQ�������ERWK�ZLWK�XQLYHUVLW\�GHJUHHV��

PRYHG� DZD\� IURP�)XUXVHW� DQG� WKH� ERURXJK� EHFDXVH� WKH\�ZLVKHG� WR� OLYH� LQ� D� SODFH�

with a ‘nice mix’. ‘It becomes a vicious circle, right? No one wants to move, because 

this is a really nice place to live, but everyone ends up moving anyway…because 

when one family moves…the rest follow.’�6RPH�PLGGOH�FODVV�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�,�

NQRZ�ZKR�FDQ�DIIRUG�WR�PD\�PRYH�RXW�RI�WKH�ERURXJK��DV�6RQLD�DQG�,PUDQ�GLG��2WKHU�

FKRRVH�WR�VWD\��WR�OLYH�FORVH�WR�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH��FRPSDUDWLYHO\��

low property prices, or because they wish for their children to grow up in a ‘child 

friendly’�SODFH���

0DQ\� SDUHQWV� IHHO� LW� LV� HDVLHU� WR� DFKLHYH� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� PRELOLW\� IRU� WKHLU�

FKLOGUHQ�LQ�SODFHV�WKDW�DUH�PRUH�HWKQLFDOO\�KRPRJHQHRXV��ZLWK�D�ODUJHU�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�

HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV��WKDQ�$OQD�KDV��<HW��WKH�ERURXJK�LV�DOVR�FRQVLGHUHG�D�JRRG�SODFH�WR�
                                                           
���6KH� LV� SUREDEO\� UHIHUULQJ� WR� 7DPLO�� DV� PRVW� SHRSOH� ZLWK� 6UL� /DQNDQ� EDFNJURXQGV� LQ� 1RUZD\� DUH�
7DPLO�VSHDNHUV���
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JURZ�XS�LQ��DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�WR�EH�FKLOGUHQ�LQ��$�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�IDPLOLHV�,�NQRZ�WKDW�

FRQVLGHU�PRYLQJ�RXW��WHQG�WR�ZDLW�XQWLO�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�VWDUW�VFKRRO�RU�PRYH�IURP�SULPDU\�

WR� VHFRQGDU\� VFKRRO� ZKHQ� GLIIHUHQFHV�� H[SODLQHG� DV� FXOWXUDO� RU� UHOLJLRXV�� VXFK� DV�

ODQJXDJH�DELOLWLHV��JHQGHU�QRUPV�DQG� UHJXODWLRQ�RI� WHHQDJHU�EHKDYLRXU�EHFRPH�PRUH�

SURPLQHQW����3HRSOH� DOVR� PRYH� RXW� WR� SODFHV� ZKHUH� WKH\� KDYH� IHZHU� UHODWLYHV� DQG�

IHZHU�3DNLVWDQLV�DURXQG�WKHP��DQG�WKXV��DV�,�VHH�LW��DUH�DEOH�WR�ZHDNHQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQDO�

HQWDQJOHPHQWV� DQG� WR� LQFUHDVH� YDOXHV� RI� LQGLYLGXDOLW\� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� WKHLU�

FKLOGUHQ���

:KLOH�PDQ\�SDUHQWV�WHOO�PH�WKDW�$OQD�LV�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�SODFH�WR�OLYH�DQG�WR�UDLVH�D�

FKLOG��WKH\�DUH�DOVR�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WKH�ODQJXDJH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�

them not getting to know enough ‘Norwegian children’. Of a different opinion, one of 

WKH�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�IDWKHUV��D�MRXUQDOLVW��YLVLWLQJ�DQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��WROG�PH�WKDW�

KH�ZDV�QRW�VR�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WKH�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�‘foreigners’�DV�KH�LV�

DERXW�VRFLDO�FODVV��‘It is the white trash that I am worried about�’�7KH�GHJUHH�WR�ZKLFK�

SDUHQWV� VHH� WKH� PDNH�XS� RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ�� SDUWLFXODUO\� DV� UHJDUG� WR� HWKQLFLW\� DQG�

FODVV��WR�EH�D�SRVLWLYH�RU�QHJDWLYH�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�GLIIHU��EXW�WKH\�KDYH�LQ�

FRPPRQ�WKDW�WKH\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SODFH�DQG�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�FRPSRVLWLRQ�WR�DIIHFW�WKHLU�

children’s futures. �

Many families continue to invest in their own and their children’s futures in 

WKH�ERURXJK��6RPH�FRXSOHV��ZKHQ�WKH\�PRYH�RXW�RI�H[WHQGHG�KRXVHKROGV��EX\�D�IODW�

FORVH�E\�WKH�SDUHQWV�RU�SDUHQWV�LQ�ODZ–�VRPHWLPHV�GXH�WR�IDPLO\�SUHVVXUH�RU�ILQDQFLDO�

OLPLWDWLRQV� �VHH�%��$QGHUVHQ�� ������� EXW� DOVR� EHFDXVH� WKH\� OLNH� WKH� QHLJKERXUKRRG��

6RPH�RI�WKH�PRWKHUV�,�NQRZ�ILQG�WKLV�FORVH�SUR[LPLW\�WR�UHODWLYHV�KHOSIXO��UHSRUW�KLJK�

OHYHOV� RI� VRFLDO� DQG� HPRWLRQDO� VXSSRUW�� DQG� HQMR\� EHLQJ� LQWHUWZLQHG� LQ� ERQGV� RI�

PXWXDO�DVVLVWDQFH��2WKHUV�H[SHULHQFH�WKHVH�VDPH�ERQGV�DV�VRFLDO�FRQWURO��2IWHQ�� LW� LV�

ERWK�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH���

)DL]D� XVHG� WR� OLYH� ZLWK� KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�� EXW� ZKHQ� VKH�ZDV� H[SHFWLQJ� KHU�

VHFRQG� FKLOG�� VKH� DQG� KHU� KXVEDQG� 1DGHHP� ����� ERXJKW� D� IODW� RI� WKHLU� RZQ�� 7KH\�

ZDQWHG�WR�OLYH�LQ�WKH�DUHD�EHFDXVH�WKH\�OLNHG�LW�DQG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZLVKHG�WR�OLYH�FORVH�

to Nadeem’s parents so that Faiza could continue assisting Nadeem’s mother when 

                                                           
���6HH�FKDSWHU���RQ�D�FDVH�RI�D�IDPLO\�PRYLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�ERURXJK�DQG�UHDFWLRQV�WR�WKLV��(QGHVWDG��������
RQ� JHQGHU�� HWKQLFLW\� DQG� WHHQDJHUV� LQ� $OQD�� DQG� WKH� IROORZLQJ� QHZVSDSHU� DUWLFOHV��
KWWS���ZZZ�RVORE\�QR�Q\KHWHU��'HW�HU�YDQVNHOLJ��D�YDUH�HWQLVN�QRUVN�KHU���������KWPO�DQG�
KWWS���ZZZ�RVORE\�QR�Q\KHWHU�)RUODWHU�*URUXGGDOHQ���IDU�PDVVLY�VWRWWH���������KWPO�� ERWK� DFFHVVHG�
����������



54 
 

QHHGHG��ZKLFK�VKH�HQMR\V�GRLQJ. Nadeem’s mother, Mrs Bhatti, did not want them to 

PRYH�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�EORFNV�DZD\��DQG�WKH�FRXSOH�IRXQG�D�IODW�WKH\�ZHUH�DOO�VDWLVILHG�

ZLWK��DOWKRXJK�)DL]D�IRXQG�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�IODW�D�ELW�WRR�FORVH�WR�KHU�SDUHQWV�LQ�ODZ��

DV� 0UV� %KDWWL� FRXOG� ORRN� Lnto Nadeem and Faiza’s living room from her kitchen 

ZLQGRZ��ZKLFK�VKH�RIWHQ�GLG��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�KHU�SUHJQDQF\��LI�)DL]D�

ZDV�KDYLQJ�D�QDS�ZLWK�WKH�FXUWDLQV�GUDZQ��0UV�%KDWWL�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�FDOO�WR�DVN�ZK\�WKH�

FXUWDLQV�ZHUH�GUDZQ�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�GD\���

)DL]D� ILQGV� WKLV� OHYHO� RI� FRQWURO� TXLWH� IUXVWUDWLQJ�� EXW� VKH� DOVR� HQMR\V� OLYLQJ�

FORVH� WR� KHU� LQ�ODZV�–�ZKR� DUH� DOVR� KHU�PDWHUQDO� UHODWLYHV�� DV� VKH� LV�PDUULHG� WR� KHU�

FRXVLQ��(YHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�RIWHQ�FRPSODLQV�DERXW�KHU�GHPDQGLQJ�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��)DL]D�

LV�DOVR�SURXG�RI�EHLQJ�WKH�GDXJKWHU�LQ�law her ‘mother’ trusts the most. Faiza also haV�

RWKHU� VXSSRUW� QHDUE\�� ZLWK� D� FRXVLQ� DQG� D� VHFRQG� FRXVLQ�� DORQJ� ZLWK� PDUULDJH�

PLJUDQWV� OLYLQJ�DV�QHLJKERXUV� LQ� WKH�VDPH�EORFN�RI� IODWV�DV�KHU�DQG�1DGHHP��/LYLQJ�

FORVH�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��WKH\�PHHW�IRU�WHD�DOPRVW�GDLO\�DQG�SURYLGH�HDFK�RWKHU�ZLWK�PXFK�

QHHGHG�PXWXDO� VXSSRUW��'XULQJ� WKH� ILHOGZRUN�SHULRG�)DL]D�DQG�1DGHHP�PRYHG� WR�D�

ODUJHU�IODW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VWUHHW��7ZR�\HDUV�ODWHU��VXPPHU�������WKH\�VROG�WKLV�DSDUWPHQW�

DQG�ERXJKW�D�VHPL�GHWDFKHG�KRXVH�ZLWK�D�VPDOO�JDUGHQ��7KLV�ZDV�DOVR�LQ�)XUXVHW��EXW�

LQ�WKH�FDWFKPHQW�DUHD�RI�D�GLIIHUHQW�VFKRRO�WKDQ�ZKHUH�WKH�IODWV�ZHUH��7KH�QHZ�VFKRRO�

has a higher rate of ethnic Norwegian children, and therefore, in Faiza’s words, LW�LV�D�

EHWWHU�VFKRRO�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ����

2I� FRXUVH�� SHRSOH� OLYLQJ� LQ�$OQD� XVH� RWKHU� DUHDV� RI�2VOR� DV�ZHOO�� DQG� ,� DP�

DZDUH� RI� WKH� ULVN� RI� H[DJJHUDWLQJ� VWDELOLW\� E\� QRW� ORRNLQJ� DW� WKHVH� RXWZDUG�

movements. Indeed, neighbourhoods must be seen in relation to ‘the networks� RI�

mobility which pass through them and link them to other localities’ �)DOORY��-¡UJHQVHQ�

	�.QXGVHQ�� ����������� DV� SHRSOH� WUDYHO� WR� DQG� IURP�ZRUN�� HQJDJH� LQ� OHLVXUH�WLPH�

DFWLYLWLHV� DQG� YLVLW� IDPLO\� DQG� IULHQGV�� )RFXVLQJ� RQ� RQH� SODFH� HQWDLOV� WKH� ULVN� RI�

IRFXVLQJ�WRR�PXFK�RQ�ERXQGHGQHVV�DQG�FRKHUHQFH��DQG�XQGHU�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�WKH�YHU\�

VLJQLILFDQW�PRELOLW\�� QRW� OHDVW� WKH� HYHU\GD\�PRELOLW\��ZLWKLQ� WKH� FLW\��+RZHYHU�� WKDW�

NLQG� RI�PRELOLW\� LV� QRW�P\� SULPDU\� FRQFHUQ� LQ� WKLV� WKHVLV� �VHH�%��$QGHUVHQ�� ������

7XUQHU�	�:HVVHO����������

,W� VKRXOG� EH� FOHDU� IURP� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� $OQD� DV� D� SODFH� WKDW� QHLWKHU� WKH�

*URUXG�9DOOH\��QRU�$OQD�RU�)XUXVHW� DUH�ghettos��$OQD� LV� D�SODFH�RI�ERWK� VSDWLDO� DQG�

WHPSRUDO�VWDELOLW\�DQG�PRELOLW\��5DWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�FRQILQHG�WR�$OQD��LQKDELWDQWV�KDYH�

DQ� DFWLYH� DQG� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� DSSURDFK� WR� OLYLQJ� WKHUH� IRU� ERWK� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� WKHLU�
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FKLOGUHQ�� DQG� WKLV� LV� DOVR� WUXH�ZKHQ� WKH\� FRQVLGHU�PRYLQJ� RXW� RI� WKH� DUHD��<HW�� WKH�

PHDQLQJ� WKDW� UHVLGHQWV� DWWDFK� WR� WKH� SODFH�� SDUWLFXODUO\� WKH� HWKQLF� PDNH�XS� RI� WKH�

SRSXODWLRQ�� LV� DOVR� FRQWHVWHG� ERWK� DPRQJ� UHVLGHQWV� DQG�SHRSOH� OLYLQJ� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH�

ERURXJK��,Q�WKH�ERURXJK��PHDQLQJ�PDNLQJ�RFFXU�WKURXJK�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�LQWHUDFWLRQ��

,�GLVFXVV� WKLV� LQ�PRUH�GHWDLO� LQ� WKH�ILQDO�HPSLULFDO�FKDSWHU�RI� WKH�WKHVLV��ZKHUH�,�ZLOO�

DUJXH�WKDW�GLVDJUHHPHQWV�DERXW�PHDQLQJ�WKDW�DUH�RSHQO\�GHDOW�ZLWK�PLJKW�LQ�IDFW�OHDG�

WR�D�VWURQJHU�VHQVH�RI�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�D�SODFH���

,� KDYH� EULHIO\� PHQWLRQHG� WKDW� UHODWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� H[WHQG� EH\RQG� WKH�

ERURXJK��,�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�WKH�ILQDO�HOHPHQW�LQ�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�$OQD�DV�D�SODFH��QDPHO\�

WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�GLYHUVLW\���

�

Transnationalism, integration and super-diversity  
,Q�GLVFXVVLQJ�$OQD��,�KDYH�IRFXVHG�RQ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��EXW�KDYH�

SODFHG�WKHP�LQ�D�EURDGHU�FRQWH[W�RI�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�PRELOLW\��LQFOXGLQJ�moving ‘out’��

WKDW�JR�EH\RQG�HWKQLFLW\��GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�PDUNHUV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�FODVV��,�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�

SRLQW� WKDW� SDUHQWDO� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DLPV� HQFRPSDVV� DPELWLRQV� RI� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI�

PRELOLW\��VRFLRHFRQRPLF�LQ�1RUZD\��DQG�SK\VLFDO�PRELOLW\�LQ�1RUZD\�DQG�3DNLVWDQ����

The ‘transnational turn’ in migration research in the 1990s �%DVFK��*OLFN�6FKLOOHU�	�

6]DQWRQ�%ODQF�� ������9HUWRYHF�� ������ LQLWLDWHG� D� VRFLDO� WKHRU\� WKDW� VRXJKW� WR�PRYH�

away from ‘methodological nationalism’ and ‘the assumption that WKH�QDWLRQ�VWDWH�LV�

the natural social and political form of the modern world’ �:LPPHU�	�*OLFN�6FKLOOHU��

���������. It drew attention to ‘the processes by which immigrants build social fields 

WKDW� OLQN� WRJHWKHU� WKHLU� FRXQWU\� RI� RULJLQ� DQG� WKHLU� FRXQWU\� RI� settlement’ �*OLFN�

6FKLOOHU��%DVFK�	�6]DQWRQ�%ODQF�� �������. A central argument within this ‘turn’ is 

WKDW� LPPLJUDQWV� OLYH�OLYHV�WKDW�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�LQFRUSRUDWH�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�DQG�URXWLQHV�

LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\� RI� GHVWLQDWLRQ� and� PDLQWDLQ� WKHLU� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� FRQQHFWLRQV� WR� WKH�

KRPHODQG��/HYLWW�	�*OLFN�6FKLOOHU����������

                                                           
���7KH�PRELOLW\�SHUVSHFWLYH� �VHH�*OLFN�6FKLOOHU�	�6DOD]DU��������6DOD]DU��������8UU\���������DV�LW�KDV�
GHYHORSHG�IURP�WKHRULHV�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�HQFRPSDVVHV�YDULRXV�NLQGV�RI�PRELOLWLHV�–�ORFDO�DQG�FURVV�
ERUGHU��cNHVVRQ��&DUOLQJ�	�'URWERKP��������� ODUJH�scale movements of ‘people, objects, capital and 
information’ and more local everyday movements �+DQQDP��6KHOOHU�	�8UU\�����������DV�ZHOO�DV�OHJDO�
DQG�LOOHJDO�PRYHPHQWV��+DQQDP�HW�DO������������0RELOLW\�DOVR�HQFRPSDVVHV�LWV�DVVRFLDWHG�imPRELOLWLHV��
including those who are less mobile than others, or, in the case of ‘sender�countries’, those who have 
QRW�HPLJUDWHG��VHH�+DQQDP�HW�DO����������:KLOH�,�GR�QRW�GLVPLVV�WKH�UHOHYDQFH�RI�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�LQWR�
P\�SURMHFW��,�ILQG�LW�PRUH�IUXLWIXO�WR�GLVFXVV�WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�DV�LW�LV�QRW�PRELOLW\�RU�PRYHPHQW�LQ�LWVHOI�
WKDW�LV�P\�PDLQ�FRQFHUQ�KHUH���
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)RU� WKH� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� SDUHQWV� LQ� P\� VWXG\�� WKLV� FRQWLQXLW\� LV� D� FHQWUDO�

HOHPHQW�LQ�WKHLU�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LGHDOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�WRZDUGV�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��DV�LW�ZDV�IRU�

WKHLU�SDUHQWV�ZKR�EURXJKW�WKHP�XS�LQ�1RUZD\��+RZHYHU��ERWK�WKH�DLPV�DQG�WKH�IRUPV�

RI�WKLV�KDYH�FKDQJHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�D�JHQHUDWLRQ��+HQFH��WKHUH�LV�ERWK�FRQWLQXLW\�DQG�

FKDQJHV�LQ�LGHDOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��7KLV�FDOOV�IRU�DQ�DSSURDFK�WR�VRFLDO�OLIH�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�

FRQWH[W� WKDW� FDQ� PRYH� EH\RQG� D� OLQHDU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� LQWHJUDWLRQ� ZKHUH� FRQWDFW�

ZLWK�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�HPLJUDWLRQ�LV�VHHQ�WR�GHFUHDVH�ZLWK�WLPH�RI�UHVLGHQFH�LQ�D�FRXQWU\��

,W� LV� IUXLWOHVV� WR� GLYLGH� QDUUDWLYHV� ZLWKLQ� PLJUDWLRQ� UHVHDUFK� DV� EHLQJ� EHWZHHQ�

LQWHJUDWLRQ�RU�DVVLPLODWLRQ�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�

DQG� UHVLVWDQFH� WR� WKLV� �VHH� (UGDO� 	� 2HSSHQ�� ����� VSHFLDO� LVVXH�� �� �5DWKHU�� WKHVH�

SUDFWLFHV�DQG�RULHQWDWLRQV�PXVW�EH�UHFRJQLVHG�DV�FRPSOHPHQWLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU��DQG�PXVW�

EH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�HPSLULFDOO\�DV�WKH\�DUH�PDnifested in immigrants’ lives. All too often, 

research on integration omits the transnational element in people’s complex lives. I 

DUJXH� IRU� D� FRPELQHG� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� DQG� GLYHUVLW\� DSSURDFK� WR� WKH� VWXG\�RI� FRPSOH[�

XUEDQ�SODFHV��

5HFHQWO\�� 0HWWH� /RXLVH� %HUJ� DQG� 1DQGR� 6LJRQD� KDYH� DUJXHG� WKDW�

transnationalism does not ‘sufficiently question the existence of bounded ethnic 

communities’ ������������&HUWDLQO\��D� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DSSURDFK� LQ� LWVHOI� LV� LQVXIILFLHQW�

IRU� H[SODLQLQJ� GLYHUVH� DQG� FRPSOH[� XUEDQ� DUHDV� WRGD\�� +RZHYHU�� not� H[SORULQJ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQV�GRHV�QRW�VXIILFLHQWO\�HQDEOH�XV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV�

RI�SHRSOH�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�WKHVH�FRPSOH[�XUEDQ�DUHDV��VXFK�DV�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��ZKR�

HQJDJH� LQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV� DV� SDUW� RI� WKHLU� HYHU\GD\� OLIH�� ZKHWKHU� LW� LV� E\�

NHHSLQJ�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�UHODWLYHV�RQ�6N\SH�RU�E\�YLVLWLQJ�WKHP��VHQGLQJ�UHPLWWDQFHV�RU�

UHFHLYLQJ�JLIWV��RU�WKURXJK�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV���

9DULRXV� WKHRUHWLFDO� DSSURDFKHV� KDYH� EHHQ� XVHG� WR� H[SODLQ� WKH� LQFUHDVHG�

FRPSOH[LW\� RI� FRPPXQLWLHV� ZLWQHVVHG� LQ� UHFHQW� GHFDGHV�� VXFK� DV� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�

�$SSLDK�� ������� PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP� �0RGRRG�� ������ DQG� FULWLTXHV� WKHUHRI� �/HQWLQ� 	�

7LWOH\��������9HUWRYHF�	�:HVVHQGRUI���������FRQYLYLDOLW\��+DGILHOG��������.DUQHU�	�

3DUNHU�� ������ DQG� VXSHU�GLYHUVLW\� �9HUWRYHF�� ����E��� 9HUWRYHF� KDV� GHYHORSHG� WKH�

concept of ‘super�diversity’ to describe and understand the diversities and movements 

IRXQG� LQ� PDQ\� XUEDQ� DUHDV� WRGD\�� 6XSHU�GLYHUVLW\�� 9HUWRYHF� ZULWHV� DERXW� WKH� 8.��

underlines ‘D� OHYHO� DQG� NLQG� RI� FRPSOH[LW\� VXUSDVVLQJ� DQ\WKLQJ� WKH� FRXQWU\� KDV�
                                                           
���)XUWKHU��EHFDXVH�PRVW�UHVHDUFK�RQ�LPPLJUDQWV�LV�GLUHFWO\�RU�LQGLUHFWO\�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH��UHVHDUFK�
SURMHFWV�PXVW�WXUQ�WKHLU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�LVVXHV�RI�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP���
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previously experienced’, a condition ‘distinguished by a dynamic interplay of 

YDULDEOHV� DPRQJ� DQ� LQFUHDVHG� QXPEHU� RI� QHZ�� VPDOO� DQG� VFDWWHUHG��PXOWLSOH�RULJLQ��

WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\� FRQQHFWHG�� VRFLR�HFRQRPLFDOO\� GLIIHUHQWLDWHG� DQG� OHJDOO\� VWUDWLILHG�

immigrants who have arrived over the last decade’ �����E���������

&HQWUDOO\�� ZH� QHHG� WR� PRYH� EH\RQG� VHHLQJ� GLYHUVLW\� VROHO\� LQ� WHUPV� RI�

HWKQLFLW\��DQG�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�VXSHU�GLYHUVLW\��$UQDXW�	�6SRWWL��������*LGOH\��������

0HLVVQHU� 	� 9HUWRYHF�� ������ :HVVHQGRUI�� ������ KDV� SURYHQ� UHOHYDQW� DV� D� ZD\� WR�

DSSURDFK� WKH� FRPSOH[LW\� RI� VRFLDO� UHODWLRQV� LQ� $OQD�� 6WXG\LQJ� SODFHV�� ZH� QHHG� WR�

LQFOXGH� YDULDEOHV� VXFK� DV� ‘GLIIHUHQWLDO� LPPLJUDWLRQ� VWDWXVHV� DQG� WKHLU� FRQFRPLWDQW�

HQWLWOHPHQWV� DQG� UHVWULFWLRQV� RI� ULJKWV�� GLYHUJHQW� ODERXU�PDUNHW� H[SHULHQFHV�� GLVFUHWH�

JHQGHU� DQG� DJH� SURILOHV�� SDWWHUQV� RI� VSDWLDO� GLVWULEXWLRQ�� DQG� PL[HG� ORFDO� DUHD�

responses by service providers and residents’ �9HUWRYHF�� ����E�������� ,Q� RXWOLQLQJ�

VXSHU�GLYHUVLW\�� 9HUWRYHF� ZDUQV� DJDLQVW� WKH� WUDS� RI� VLPSO\� DGGLQJ� PRUH� IDFWRUV� RI�

GLIIHUHQFH�ZLWKRXW�WDNLQJ�WKH�QHZ�LQWHUDFWLRQV�DQG�FRQMXQFWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�

�����E��� 7KLV� LQWHUVHFWLRQDO� DSSURDFK� �&UHQVKDZ�� ������ <XYDO�'DYLV�� ������ ������

FDQ�HQDEOH�XV�WR�LGHQWLI\�DQG�DQDO\VH�WKH�PDUNHUV�WKDW�LQIRUP�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��

DQG�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V�DQG�VLWXDWLRQV�WKDW�WKHVH�PDUNHUV�LQWHUVHFW���

7KLV� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� LQWHUVHFWLRQV� KDV� KHOSHG� PH� WR� PRYH� EH\RQG� D�

SUHFRQFHLYHG�DSSURDFK�WR�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�D�VWURQJ�HWKQLF�IRFXV��DQG�ORRN�LQVWHDG�

IRU�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�PDUNHUV��7KDW�LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�HWKQLFLW\�GRHV�QRW�PDWWHU�–�LQGHHG��

DV�P\� HPSLULFDO� HYLGHQFH� VKRZV�� LW� GRHV��5DWKHU�� WKH� SRLQW� LV� QRW� WR� WDNH� WKH� VRFLDO�

LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�HWKQLFLW\�IRU�JUDQWHG�RU�OHW�WKHP�VWDQG�XQTXHVWLRQHG��:H�PXVW�DQDO\VH�

ZKLFK� RWKHU� VRFLDO� PDUNHUV� FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� HWKQLFLW\� LV� PDGH� WR�

PDWWHU�� ,Q� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV� LQ�$OQD�� ,� ILQG, ethnicity is central, in that it ‘trumps’ 

RWKHU�PDUNHUV��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�DLP�RI�ORFDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LV�WR�QHJRWLDWH�WKH�IUDPHV�IRU�

DQ�LQFOXVLRQ�What goes beyond ethnicity (see my discussion of ‘groupism’ in the next 

FKDSWHU����

�

Is Alna super-diverse?  
/LWHUDWXUH�RQ�VXSHU�GLYHUVLW\�LV�XVHIXO�LQ�RSHQLQJ�XS�$OQD�DV�D�G\QDPLF�SODFH�LQ�WHUPV�

RI� KXPDQ� LQWHUDFWLRQV� DQG� GLIIHUHQW� IRUPV� RI� PRELOLW\�� <HW�� GHVSLWH� $OQD� EHLQJ� D�

GLYHUVH�SODFH��,�GR�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�LW�WR�EH�VXSHU�GLYHUVH�LQ�WKH�ZD\�LW�LV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH�

OLWHUDWXUH�� +DFNQH\�� LQ� /RQGRQ�� LV� RIWHQ� UHIHUUHG� WR� DV� D� VXSHU�GLYHUVH� DUHD� �5K\V�
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7D\ORU��������:HVVHQGRUI�� �������������6XVDQQH�:HVVHQGRUI�GHVFULEHV�+DFNQH\� DV�

‘characterized not only by a multiplicity of ethnic minorities but also by 

GLIIHUHQWLDWLRQV� LQ� WHUPV� RI� PLJUDWLRQ� KLVWRULHV�� UHOLJLRXV� DQG� HGXFDWLRQDO� DQG�

HFRQRPLF�EDFNJURXQGV��ERWK�DPRQJ�ORQJ�WHUP�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�newcomers’ ������������

$SDUW�IURP�SHUKDSV�WKH�YDULDEOH�RI�HFRQRPLF�EDFNJURXQG��WKHVH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�PDWFK�

$OQD��$�FHQWUDO�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�+DFNQH\�DQG�$OQD�LV��DV�,�VHH�LW��WKDW�+DFNQH\�LV�

LQFUHDVLQJO\� EHFRPLQJ� D� WUHQG\� DQG� XSPDUNHW� DUHD�ZKHUH� XUEDQ�ZKLWH�PLGGOH�FODVV�

‘hipsters’ are moving in, whereas Alna is arguabl\� H[SHULHQFLQJ�PRUH� RI� D�PLGGOH�

FODVV�DQG�white flight����)XUWKHU��XQOLNH�LQ�+DFNQH\��WKHUH�LV�D�KHJHPRQLF�PDMRULW\�LQ�

$OQD�DQG�ZLGHVSUHDG�QRWLRQV�RI�D�KHJHPRQLF�FXOWXUH�WR�ZKLFK�HYHU\RQH�KDV�WR�UHODWH��

7KLV�� RI� FRXUVH�� VKDSHV� WKH� FRPSRVLWLRQ� RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� WKHLU� DPELWLRQV��

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�OLIH�ZRUOGV���

,�GR�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�$OQD�WR�EH�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�GLYHUVH�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�VSHHG�

and degree of this ‘dynamic interplay’ of population changeV� DQG� LQWHUDFWLRQV� WKDW�

9HUWRYHF�DQG�RWKHUV�UHSRUW�IURP�WKH�8.������E���,Q�$OQD��SHRSOH�RI�3DNLVWDQL�GHVFHQW�

VWDQG�RXW� DV� D�SDUWLFXODUO\� VWDEOH�JURXS� LQ� D� VHQVH� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� D�GRPLQDQW�PLJUDQW�

JURXS�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VL]H�DQG�EHFDXVH�PDQ\�KDYH�OLYHG�WKHUH�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��DQG�IXUWKHU�

EHFDXVH� WKH\� PDLQWDLQ� DQG� FKHULVK� LQWUD�HWKQLF� REOLJDWLRQV� WKURXJK� WKHLU� QHWZRUNV��

7KH� ethos of mixing� �:HVVHQGRUI�� ������ LV� QRW� DOZD\V� VWURQJ� LQ� WKH� OLYHV� RI� WKH�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�IDPLOLHV�,�KDYH�VWXGLHG��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV�RI�WKHVH�

IDPLOLHV�–�DQG��DOEHLW�WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW��$OQD�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\�–�KDYH�D�PRUH�SOXUDOLVWLF�

WRQH�WKDQ�RQH�RI�GLYHUVLW\��ZLWK�YDULRXV�HWKQLF�JURXSV�OLYLQJ�VLGH�E\�VLGH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�

LQWHUFRQQHFWHG��2I�FRXUVH��SHRSOH�PL[�DFURVV�HWKQLF�ERXQGDULHV��RIWHQ�DV�D�QRUPDO�SDUW�

RI�GDLO\� OLIH��SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� VFKRROV�DQG�YDULRXV� VRFLDO�DFWLYLWLHV��7KH�

VWDELOLW\�RI�$OQD��HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�UHVLGHQFH�IRU�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��

VKRXOG�QRW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�ZKDW�LW�LV�not��WUHQG\�DQG�G\QDPLF���EXW�UDWKHU�DV�

ZKDW�LW�is��VHWWOHG�DQG�VWDEOH����

�

                                                           
���$OQD��DQG�WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\��OLH�RQ�WKH�SHULSKHU\�RI�2VOR��7KHUH�DUH�SODFHV�PRUH�FHQWUDOO\�ORFDWHG��
VXFK�DV�7¡\HQ�DQG�*U¡QODQG�LQ�GRZQWRZQ�2VOR��ZLWK�PRUH�VLPLODULWLHV�ZLWK�+DFNQH\��$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�
ZULWLQJ�� 7¡\HQ� LQ� SDUWLFXODU� LV� XQGHUJRLQJ� D� JHQWULILFDWLRQ� SURFHVV�� ZLWK� VWDNHKROGHUV� ZRUNLQJ� DW�
PDNLQJ�LW�DWWUDFWLYH�IRU�ZKLWH�PLGGOH�FODVV�IDPLOLHV�WR�VWD\�LQ�DQG�VHQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�ORFDO�VFKRROV��
UDWKHU�WKDQ�PRYLQJ�RXW�WR�more ‘family�friendly’ areas of Oslo or $NHUVKXV��6HH�KWWS���ORIW�WR\HQ�QR���



59 
 

Conclusions 
,� VWDUWHG� WKLV� FKDSWHU� E\� LQWURGXFLQJ� WKH� SODFH� RI� $OQD� LQ� WHUPV� RI� LWV� KLVWRU\��

SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�VHUYLFHV�SURYLGHG�LQ�DQG�E\�WKH�ERURXJK��VXFK�DV�VFKRROV�

DQG�NLQGHUJDUWHQV��$OVR��,�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�ERURXJK�DQG�WKH�YDULRXV�ORFDO�DUHDV�ZLWKLQ�LW�

DUH�FRQQHFWHG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�WR�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FLW\�E\�DPSOH�WUDQVSRUW�DOWHUQDWLYHV��

,W�LV�WKXV�QRW�DQ�LVRODWHG�SODFH��EXW�RQH�WKDW�LV�LQWHUWZLQHG�LQ�EURDGHU�QHWZRUNV�WKURXJK�

DQG� EH\RQG� WKH� FLW\�� $UHDV� LQ� WKH� *URUXG� 9DOOH\� DUH� VRPHWLPHV� UHIHUUHG� WR� E\�

RXWVLGHUV� DV� D� ‘ghetto’. The Valley is�ZLGHO\� NQRZQ� IRU� LWV� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\��ZKLFK��

when understood more in the sense of ‘a place with many immigrants’, becomes a 

VWLJPDWLVHG� WHUULWRU\� �:DFTXDQW�� ������� $OQD� LV� D� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� DUHD�� RQH� RI� WKH�

ERURXJKV�LQ�2VOR�ZKHUH�SHRSOH��VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��KDYH�VRPH�RI�WKH�ORZHVW�OHYHOV�

RI� LQFRPH�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��RI�FRXUVH�� WKHUH�DUH�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�

ERURXJK�ZKR� KDYH� KLJK� LQFRPHV� DQG� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�� DQG� LPSRUWDQWO\� WKHUH� LV� D�

KLJK� OHYHO� RI� KRPH�RZQHUVKLS��<HW�� QHLWKHU� LQ� WHUPV�RI� H[WHUQDO� FULWHULD� QRU� DV� LW� LV�

H[SHULHQFHG�E\�LWV�LQKDELWDQWV�FDQ�WKH�9DOOH\�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�ghetto���

+RZHYHU��DV�D�place�$OQD�LV�LPEXHG�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�PHDQLQJV��DQG�SROLWLFLDQV��

LQKDELWDQWV�DQG�EXUHDXFUDWV�DLP�WR�FKDQJH�ERWK�WKH�SODFH�DQG�WKH�UHSXWDWLRQ�DWWDFKHG�

WR�LW��WKLV�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�ORFDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�DQG�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�Groruddalssatsningen��

0DQ\�RI�P\�DGXOW� LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�IRQG�PHPRULHV�RI� WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRGV�LQ�$OQD��

DQG� DOVR� LPDJLQH� D� SRVLWLYH� IXWXUH� KHUH� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� 7KH\� JHQHUDOO\� FRQVLGHU�

HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\� WR� EH� VRPHWKLQJ� SRVLWLYH�� EXW� DQ� HQYLURQPHQW� ZLWK� too few� HWKQLF�

1RUZHJLDQV� LV� DOVR� VHHQ� DV� FRQVWULFWLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGren’s socioeconomic mobility in 

ZLGHU�VRFLHW\��7KXV��SDUHQWV�RIWHQ�KDYH�DQ�DPELJXRXV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�SODFH�DQG�

ZLWK� how ethnic diversity is seen as influencing their children’s socioeconomic 

PRELOLW\��:KDW�VRPH�SDUHQWV�FRQVLGHU�WR�EH�QHJDWLYH�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�SODFH��VXFK�DV�WKH�

KLJK�PLJUDQW� DQG�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� SRSXODWLRQ� GHQVLW\�� RWKHU� SDUHQWV� ILQG� WR� EH�

SRVLWLYH�WUDLWV�WKDW�FDQ�VHFXUH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�D�VHQVH�RI�VHFXULW\�DQG�EHORQJLQJ�DPRQJ�

SHRSOH�ZKR�are ‘similar’. The ambiguity of the place, I sensH��LV�FDXVHG�ERWK�E\�KRZ�

SDUHQWV� H[SHULHQFH� WKH� SODFH� DQG� LWV� FKDQJLQJ� QDWXUH� DQG� E\� KRZ� LW� LV� SUHVHQWHG� LQ�

EURDGHU�SXEOLF�DQG�PHGLD�GLVFRXUVHV��$OQD�DV�D�SODFH�WKXV�LV�D�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�

meanings, experiences and ambitions of both ‘outsiders’ DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�WKHUH���

,�KDYH�DUJXHG�WKDW�ZKLOH�$OQD�LV�D�GLYHUVH�SODFH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�ODQJXDJH��UHOLJLRQ�

DQG�HWKQLFLW\�� ,�GR�QRW�FRQVLGHU� LW� WR�EH�super�GLYHUVH�EHFDXVH� LW�GRHV�QRW�PDWFK� WKH�

scale of diversities outlined in Vertovec’s descriptions �0HLVVQHU�	�9HUWRYHF��������
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9HUWRYHF������E���$V� LQ� DQ\�XUEDQ�DUHD�� WKHUH� DUH�SHRSOH�PRYLQJ� LQ� DQG�RXW�RI� WKH�

ERURXJK��EXW�PDQ\�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�OLYHG� WKHUH�IRU�RYHU�D�GHFDGH�DQG�DUH�QRW�

PHUHO\�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK�RU�UHVLGLQJ�WHPSRUDULO\��+HQFH��WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�ERWK�PRELOH�

DQG� VWDEOH��$OVR�� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJ� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK� LV� D�PRWLYDWLRQ� IRU�

VRPH�� SDUWLFXODUO\� PLGGOH�FODVV�� IDPLOLHV� WR� PRYH� RXW� RI� WKH� ERURXJK�� WKXV�

FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�JUHDWHU�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�VHJUHJDWLRQ�LQ�2VOR���

$SSURDFKLQJ�EHORQJLQJ�as ‘a product of the relations between the dimensions: 

people, place and mobility’ �)DOORY�HW�DO��������������ZH�PXVW�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�VHHN�WR�

XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� D� ORFDOLW\� DQG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� WKLV� ORFDOLW\�� WKURXJK�

people’s actions, becomes connecteG� WR� RWKHU� ORFDOLWLHV�� 6RFLRHFRQRPLF� DQG�

JHRJUDSKLFDO�PRELOLW\�DUH�FRQQHFWHG��DQG�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV��RI�3DNLVWDQL�

GHVFHQW�RU�RWKHUZLVH��KDYH�EHHQ�PRYLQJ�RXW�RI�$OQD�RQ�D�ODUJHU�VFDOH�WKDQ�ZRUNLQJ�

FODVV� UHVLGHQWV��0DQ\�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�DUH�DOVR� WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\�PRELOH��PDLQWDLQLQJ�

FORVH� WLHV� WR� 3DNLVWDQ�� DQG� WKH\� VHH� LW� DV� D� FHQWUDO� FRPSRQHQW� RI� WKHLU� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

VWUDWHJLHV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�DQG�GHYHORS�WKHVH�WLHV�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��DOEHLW�GLIIHUHQWO\�IURP�

LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRG��,�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�WKLV�IXUWKHU�LQ�&KDSWHUV���DQG������

,Q�WKH�QH[W� WZR�FKDSWHUV�� ,�FRQWLQXH�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�DQG� WKH�

SODFH� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH\� UHVLGH�� ,Q� WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU� ,�DFFRXQW� IRU�P\�PHWKRGV�� LQFOXGLQJ�

WKH� DUHQDV� LQ� ZKLFK� ,� KDYH� VWXGLHG�� ,Q� SDUWLFXODU�� ,� UHIOHFW� RQ� WKH� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI�

conducting research ‘at home’ and in a diverse place such as Alna. In &KDSWHU� �� ,�

IRFXV� RQ� UHODWLRQDOLWLHV� DQG� WKH� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� SRVLWLRQ� RI�P\�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�

LQIRUPDQWV�� WKH� ODWWHU� LV� DOVR� D� WRSLF� WKDW� ,� UDLVH� LQ� WKH� PHWKRGV� FKDSWHU�� ,� GLVFXVV�

PLJUDWLRQ�WUDMHFWRULHV��IDPLO\�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�H[WHQWV�WR�ZKLFK�DQG�

WKH�ZD\V�WKDW�OLYHV�DUH�LQWHUWZLQHG�LQ�UHFLSURFDO�JHQHUDWLRQ�FRQWUDFWV��0RHQ��������–�

IRU�LQVWDQFH��WKURXJK�PDUULDJH�DUUDQJHPHQWV��$OVR��,�FRQWLQXH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�

FODVV�DQG�PRELOLW\�WKDW�,�LQLWLDWHG�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��,�FHQWUH�WKHVH�GLVFXVVLRQV�RQ�FKDQJHV�

DQG� FRQWLQXLWLHV� DQG� WKH� GLOHPPDV� WKDW� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� H[SHULHQFH� LQ� PHHWLQJ�

GLYHUJLQJ�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IURP�IDPLO\�DQG�WKH�VWDWH���

� �
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Chapter 3 

Methods of research  
 

�

�

�

,PDJLQH�\RXUVHOI�VXGGHQO\�VHW�GRZQ�VXUURXQGHG�E\�DOO� \RXU�JHDU��DORQH�RQ�D�

WURSLFDO�EHDFK�FORVH�WR�D�QDWLYH�YLOODJH��ZKLOH�WKH�ODXQFK�RU�GLQJK\�ZKLFK�KDV�

EURXJKW�\RX�VDLOV�DZD\�RXW�RI�VLJKW��

�0DOLQRZVNL�������>����@����

�

1HDUO\�RQH�KXQGUHG�\Hars after Malinowski’s adventures, anthropologists today face a 

YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUOG�WR�WKDW�RI�RXU�IRUHIDWKHUV��UHTXLULQJ�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�JHDU��

,Q� P\� FDVH�� WKH� JHDU� FRQVLVWHG� RI� DQ� L3DG�� D� QRWHERRN� DQG� D� SHQ�� D� FHOO� SKRQH�� D�

SDFNHG� OXQFK� �IRU� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� DQG� D� VHDVRQ� WLFNHW� RQ� WKH�0HWUR� –� DQG��

HYHQWXDOO\��D�IHZ�WLFNHWV�WR�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�D�FRXSOH�RI�KDQG�PH�GRZQ�shalwar kameez��

Additionally, my ‘gear’ consisted of, as the anthropological mantra goes, my own 

ERG\��RU�P\�FDSDFLW\�DV�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��DQG�DOVR��DV�GLVFXVVHG�EHORZ��DQRWKHU�ERG\��

WKDW�RI�P\�\RXQJHVW�FKLOG���

In this chapter, I account for my methods. Here, I start off with the usual ‘audit 

trail’, accounting for methods in the strict sense, outlining access to arenas, informed 

FRQVHQW��FRQILGHQWLDOLW\�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�SURGXFWLRQ��)ROORZLQJ�WKLV�� ,� LQWURGXFH�VRPH�

JHQHUDO�IHDWXUHV�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�DQG�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV�,�FRQGXFWHG�UHVHDUFK�LQ��

,�SURFHHG�WR�UDLVH�VRPH�WKHRUHWLFDO�DQG�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�DQWKURSRORJ\�

‘at home’ and of the RIWHQ�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG�LQVLGHU�RXWVLGHU�UHVHDUFKHU�GLFKRWRP\��,�

UHIOHFW�RQ�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�GRLQJ�ILHOGZRUN�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV�LQ�D�

GLYHUVH� VHWWLQJ� DQG� RI� EULQJLQJ� D� FKLOG� LQWR� WKH� ILHOG�� 7KURXJK� WKHVH� UHIOHFWLRQV� ,�

GLVFXVV�SRVLWLRQDOLW\�DQG�DUJXH�IRU�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�SRVLWLRQDOLW\�DV�VLWXDWLRQDO�DQG�

VKLIWLQJ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�DV�GLFKRWRPRXV��QRQ�FRQWH[WXDO�DQG�QRQ�QHJRWLDEOH���

�
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The research ‘audit trail’  
7KH�PDLQ�ILHOGZRUN�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�IURP�$SULO������WR�'HFHPEHU�������

EXW�DOVR�H[WHQGHG�EH\RQG�WKLV�SHULRG��7KH�PRVW�LQWHQVLYH�SHULRGV�ZHUH������DQG�WKH�

VSULQJ�RI�������ZKHQ� ,�ZDV�VSHQGLQJ���WR���GD\V�D�ZHHN�LQ�$OQD�� ,�YLVLWHG�3DNLVWDQ�

twice, in 2012 and 2013. Fieldwork is not a method per se, but rather ‘a frame DURXQG�

different methods’ �5\VVW�� ���������� ,Q� P\� ILHOGZRUN�� PDLQ� PHWKRGV� KDYH� EHHQ�

SDUWLFLSDQW�REVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�VHPL�VWUXFWXUHG� LQWHUYLHZV��7KH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�SDUWLFLSDQW�

observation is that it ‘opens for interpretation of emotions and embodied experiences 

What are not necessarily conscious to the individual mind’ �.M¡UKROW�������LQ�.M¡UKROW��

����������7KURXJK� WKLV�PHWKRG�� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU� FDQ�DFFHVV�GDWD� WKDW�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�

QRW� HPHUJH� RXW� RI� FRQYHUVDWLRQV�� 7KH� GHJUHH� WR� ZKLFK� ,� SDUWLFLSDWHG� DQG� REVHUYHG�

FKDQJHG�DV�,�OHDUQHG�PRUH��DQG�UHODWLRQV�RI�WUXVW�GHYHORSHG�ZLWK�WKRVH�,�ZDV�VWXG\LQJ��

$�KLJK�GHJUHH�RI�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�RI�PH��LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHDV�HVSHFLDOO\��DV�

WKDW�ZDV�WKH�SUHFRQGLWLRQ�IRU�JDLQLQJ�IRUPDO�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�ILHOG�����

/LYLQJ� D� IHZ� 0HWUR� VWRSV� IURP� WKH� ILHOG� DUHD�� ,� NHSW� LQ� WRXFK� ZLWK� VRPH�

LQIRUPDQWV� WKURXJKRXW� ����� DQG�PRUH� LUUHJXODUO\� LQ� ������ D� ORQJ�WHUP� SHUVSHFWLYH�

WKDW�SURYHG�WR�EH�D�FHQWUDO�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DSSURDFK��)LUVWO\��H[WHQGLQJ�ILHOGZRUN�RYHU�

WLPH�KDV�EHHQ�D�ZD\�RI�FRXQWHULQJ�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�JDLQLQJ�D�KROLVWLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�

UHVHDUFK� WRSLFV� LQ�XUEDQ�DUHDV��$OWKRXJK�P\�VWXG\� LV�QRW� ORQJLWXGLQDO��E\�H[WHQGLQJ�

WKH� ILHOGZRUN�RYHU� WLPH� ,�ZDV� DEOH� WR� HVWDEOLVK� DQG�GHYHORS� FORVH� UHODWLRQVKLSV� DQG�

JDLQ� D� GHHSHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� SHRSles’ lives in different contexts, situations and 

WLPHV��6HFRQGO\��WKLV�DSSURDFK�VKHG�QHZ�OLJKW�RQ�HYHQWV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�IURP�HDUOLHU�

LQ� WKH� ILHOGZRUN�� E\� FRQILUPLQJ� RU� LQYDOLGDWLQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� SHUVSHFWLYHV� ,� KDG�

SUHYLRXVO\�JDLQHG��+HQFH��LW�ZRUNHG�DV�D�PHWKRG�RI�WULDQJXODWLRQ��7KLUGO\��PRUH�DW�WKH�

OHYHO� RI� WKHRU\�� LW� PDNH� PH� LQFUHDVLQJO\� DZDUH� RI� WKH� QHHG� WR� LQFOXGH� D� WHPSRUDO�

GLPHQVLRQ�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�RI�PRWKHUKRRG��EHFDXVH�WKLV�ZRXOG�HQDEOH�PH�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�

FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DVSLUDWLRQV�DPELWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFH�–�and thus mothers’ ability to 

SXW� DPELWLRQV� LQWR� SUDFWLFH�� RU�� DV� RIWHQ� KDSSHQHG�� DGMXVW� DPELWLRQV� DV� EDUULHUV� WR�

SUDFWLFH�HPHUJHG��RU�WR�DGDSW�WR�FKDQJLQJ�VRFLDO�FRQGLWLRQV���

)UHTXHQWO\� ,� FDPH� WR� UHDOLVH� WKDW� DPELWLRQV� DQG� SODQV� PRWKHUV� KDG� WROG� PH�

DERXW� KDG� HLWKHU� KDG� QRW� EHHQ� UHDOLVHG� WKUHH� \HDUV� ODWHU�� RU� KDG� FKDQJHG� LQWR�
                                                           
���,� RQFH�RYHUKHDUG� DQ� HPSOR\HH� LQ� WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ� WDONLQJ�RQ� WKH�SKRQH� WR� DQRWKHU� HPSOR\HH�
DERXW� KHU� FRQFHUQ� DERXW� EHLQJ� DZD\� IRU� D� GD\�� DQG� OHDYLQJ� WKH� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� LQ� WKH� KDQGV� RI� DQ�
unqualified assistant. During the conversation she reassured herself saying: ‘It is okay…because Ida 
will be here too’.�
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VRPHWKLQJ� TXLWH� GLIIHUHQW�� 7KDW� LQVLJKW� ZRXOG� SUREDEO\� KDYH� SDVVHG� PH� E\�� KDG� ,�

FRQGXFWHG�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�HWKQRJUDSKLF�ILHOGZRUN�RI�EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�ILHOG�LQWHQVLYHO\�IRU�

��� PRQWKV�� IROORZHG� E\� DQDO\WLFDO� GLVWDQFH� ZKHQ� ZULWLQJ� XS� WKH� PDWHULDO�� )RU�

LQVWDQFH��PRWKHUV�ZRXOG�WHOO�PH�ZLWK�JUHDW�FHUWDLQW\�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�VHQG�WKHLU�

FKLOG�WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZKHQ�KH�RU�VKH�WXUQHG�WZR��VR�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG�FRXOG�GHYHORS�VRFLDO�

VNLOOV�DQG�1RUZHJLDQ�ODQJXDJH��DQG�VR�WKDW�WKH\�LQ�WXUQ�FRXOG�HVWDEOLVK�D�FDUHHU�RU�ILQG�

D�MRE��2IWHQ��KRZHYHU��WKLV�GLG�QRW�KDSSHQ�DV�WKH\�KDG�SODQQHG�–�RU�WROG�PH�WKDW�WKH\�

had planned. This was sometimes due to mothers’ own wishes and change of mind, 

RWKHU�WLPHV�GXH�WR�IDPLO\�SUHVVXUH�RU�WR�VWUXFWXUDO�OLPLWDWLRQV�–�RIWHQ�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�

WKH� WKUHH� �VHH� .XOVRRP�� LQ� &KDSWHU� ���� 0RWKHUV� UDUHO\� H[SHULHQFHG� WKLV� DV� D�

GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�� D� ORVV� RU� D� PLVVHG� RSSRUWXQLW\�� EXW� UDWKHU� DV� D� OHVV� SUREOHPDWLF�

UHRULHQWDWLRQ� LQ� WKHLU� OLYHV��+HQFH��ZKLOH�PRWKHUV�KDYH�FOHDU� LQGHSHQGHQW�DPELWLRQV��

WKHLU�HPEHGGHGQHVV�LQ�VRFLDO�V\VWHPV�RI�LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�FROOHFWLYLW\�HQWDLOV�WKDW�

they may, for shorter or longer periods, shift these to encompass more ‘traditional’ 

UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��:KHQ� ,� UHDOLVHG� WKDW� WKLV�ZDV�QRW� VHHQ�DV� JLYLQJ�XS� VRPHWKLQJ��EXW�

UDWKHU�DV�D�QRUPDO�SDUW�RI�OLIH��,�EHJDQ�SD\LQJ�SDUWLFXODU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WHPSRUDOLW\��DQG�

WR�LPDJLQDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�SUDFWLFH���

'LVWLQFWLYH� WR� P\� PHWKRGV� LV� WKH� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� ILHOGZRUN� LQ� KRPHV��

LQVWLWXWLRQV�� D� QHLJKERXUKRRG� LQ� 1RUZD\� DQG� ILHOGZRUN� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� ,� IRFXVHG� P\�

SDUWLFLSDQW�REVHUYDWLRQ�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV������GD\V��DQG�DW�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�

+HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV� �3&+6�� ��� FRQVXOWDWLRQV��� ,Q� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� SDUWLFLSDQW�

REVHUYDWLRQ�ZDV�RIWHQ�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�VRPH�PRUH�RU�OHVV�WLPHO\�TXHVWLRQV��VRPHWLPHV�

SUH�DUUDQJHG�LQWHUYLHZV��,�LQWHUYLHZHG����SURIHVVLRQDOV�DW�)DPLO\�&HQWUHV�D�WRWDO�RI����

WLPHV�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� PRUH� LQIRUPDO� FRQYHUVDWLRQV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� ILHOGZRUN�� ,� DOVR�

VSRNH�ZLWK�RWKHU�ERURXJK�HPSOR\HHV��$� W\SLFDO�YLVLW� WR�DQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ� ODVWHG�

IRXU�WR�ILYH�KRXUV��D�FOLQLF�WKUHH�KRXUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�DQG�WLPH�VSHQW�LQ�WKH�

UHFHSWLRQ� DUHD� REVHUYLQJ� JRLQJV�RQ� SULRU� WR� DQG� DIWHU� FRQVXOWDWLRQV�� ,� DOVR� VSHQW� D�

ZHHN� LQ� D� 60$57� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� D� IUHH� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� IRU� QRQ�QDWLYH� 1RUZHJLDQ�

VSHDNLQJ� �� WR� ��\HDU�ROGV�� ,� KDYH� DWWHQGHG� WZR� NLQGV� RI� FRXUVHV� IRU� ZRPHQ� LQ� WKH�

ERURXJK��Nå Ut��ZKLFK�ZDV�DUUDQJHG�E\�D�ORFDO�ZRPHn’s group and included drama 

DQG� \RJD� OHVVRQV� DV� ZHOO� DV� PRUH� FRQYHQWLRQDO� LQWHJUDWLRQ� WRSLFV� VXFK� DV� FKLOG�

XSEULQJLQJ�� QXWULWLRQ� DQG� HPSOR\PHQW�� ZKHUH� ,� SDUWLFLSDWHG� RQFH� D� ZHHN� IRU� ���

ZHHNV�� DQG� WZR� SDUHQWDO� JXLGDQFH� FRXUVHV� �,QWHUQDWLRQDO� &KLOG� 'HYHORSPHQW�

3URJUDPPH��,&'3���HDFK�RYHU����ZHHNV��ZKHUH�,�DWWHQGHG���WLPHV�DW�RQH�FRXUVH��DQG�
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�� DW� WKH� RWKHU�� $GGLWLRQDOO\�� ,� KDYH� DWWHQGHG� YDULRXV� PHHWLQJV� �temakvelder�� IRU�

immigrant women, and events like Eid celebrations arranged by the women’s group, 

Alna kvinnegruppe�� ZKLFK� GXULQJ� ILHOGZRUN� ZDV� UHQDPHG� /,1� �Likestilling, 

inkludering, nettverk:�HTXDOLW\��LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�QHWZRUNLQJ���DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�DUHQDV�DQG�

HYHQWV� WKDW� ,� KDYH� DWWHQGHG�PRUH� LUUHJXODUO\� DQG� DV� WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� HPHUJHG��7KLV�

LQFOXGHV� SXEOLF� HYHQWV� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK� VXFK� DV� WKH� \HDUO\� )XUXVHW� IHVWLYDO�� UHOLJLRXV�

FHOHEUDWLRQV� LQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 'D\� SDUDGH� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK�� DV� ZHOO� DV�

various events in informants’ families, such as family dinners, outings, birthday 

SDUWLHV�DQG�YLVLWV�IURP�DEURDG��

�

My informants and arenas of participation 
3HRSOH� RI� 3DNLVWDQL� GHVFHQW� DUH� D� GLYHUVH� SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� 1RUZD\�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKH�

PDMRULW\�RULJLQDWH�IURP�D�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�DUHD�RI�3XQMDE�SURYLQFH�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�UXUDO�

DV� ZHOO� DV� XUEDQ� VHWWOHPHQWV�� 3XQMDEL� FLWLHV� DQG� WRZQV� LQFOXGH� *XMUDW�� -KHOXP� DQG�

.KDULDQ��RU�Khar-way��DV�D�SURIHVVRU�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*XMUDW�WROG�PH��HPSKDVLVLQJ�

WKH� FORVH� FRQQHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� .KDULDQ� DQG� 1RUZD\��� VXUURXQGLQJ� YLOODJHV�� DQG� WKH�

ODUJHU� FLWLHV� RI� /DKRUH� DQG� ,VODPDEDG�� 0RVW� RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� RU� WKHLU� SDUHQWV��

RULJLQDWH�IURP�WKHVH�DUHDV�RI�3XQMDE��EXW�,�DOVR�KDYH�LQIRUPDQWV�IURP�WKH�SURYLQFHV�RI�

6LQG� �.DUDFKL��� .K\EHU� 3DNKWXQNKZD� DQG� %DOXFKLVWDQ�� 0RVW� 'DQLVK�3DNLVWDQLV�

RULJLQDWH� IURP� WKHVH� VDPH� DUHDV� �5\WWHU�� �������ZKHUHDV�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� WKH�8.�KDYH�

FRPH�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�SODFHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��QRWDEO\�3XQMDE�DQG�.DVKPLU��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�

FLW\�RI�0LUSXU��ZKLFK� LV�DOVR�FDOOHG�Little Britain����EXW�DOVR� IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�RI�

WKH�IRUPHU�%ULWLVK�(PSLUH��VXFK�DV�8JDQGD���

0\�LQIRUPDQWV�DUH�DOO�0XVOLP��PRVW�RI�WKHP�DUH�6XQQL��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�WZR�

6KLD�IDPLOLHV�� ,�GR�QRW� LGHQWLI\� WKHVH�� WR�SURWHFW� WKHLU� LGHQWLW\����$OO� LQIRUPDQWV�ZHUH�

OLYLQJ�LQ�$OQD�ERURXJK�ZKHQ�,�ILUVW�PHW�WKHP��6LQFH�WKHQ��WR�P\�NQRZOHGJH��WZR�KDYH�

PRYHG� WR� RWKHU� SODFHV� LQ� WKH�2VOR� DUHD�� 6RQLD� WR� D� VOLJKWO\�PRUH� XSPDUNHW� HDVWHUQ�

ERURXJK�� DQG�$DQ\D� WR� D� WRZQ� WR� WKH� HDVW� RI�2VOR�� $� IXUWKHU� WZR� LQIRUPDQWV� KDYH�

PRYHG�DEURDG��RQH�RI� WKHVH� WR�3DNLVWDQ��$OO�P\� LQIRUPDQWV� VSHDN�1RUZHJLDQ� IDLUO\�

IOXHQWO\�� DQG� DOO� KDG� OLYHG� LQ� 1RUZD\� IRU� PRUH� WKDQ� �� \HDUV� DW� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI�

                                                           
���KWWS���ZZZ�EEF�FRP�QHZV�PDJD]LQH����������DFFHVVHG����������
���0RUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�3DNLVWDQ�DUH�0XVOLPV��$SSUR[LPDWHO\�����RI�WKHVH�DUH�6XQQL��
DQG� WKH� UHPDLQLQJ�6KLD�DQG�$KPDGL\\D��7KHUH� LV�D�&KULVWLDQ�PLQRULW\��ZKR�RIWHQ� OLYH� VHSDUDWH� IURP�
0XVOLPV��5HOLJLRXV�PLQRULWLHV�PD\�EH�SHUVHFXWHG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ����
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ILHOGZRUN��7KHLU�HGXFDWLRQDO�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�VLWXDWLRQV�DUH�RXWOLQHG�LQ�

WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU��ZKHUH�,�GLVFXVV�FODVV�DQG�PRELOLW\��$V�ZLOO�EH�DUJXHG�LQ�&KDSWHU����

KRZHYHU��PRWKHUV�ZKR�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�PLJUDWHG�WHQG�WR�KDYH�VWURQJHU�DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�

JHWWLQJ�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�WKDQ�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�PRWKHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�

1RUZD\���

0RWKHUV�WDNH�WKH�FHQWUH�VWDJH�LQ�P\�VWXG\��EXW�,�KDYH�DOVR�PHW�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�

LPPHGLDWH�DQG�H[WHQGHG� IDPLOLHV��7KHVH� IHDWXUH� LQ� WKH�HWKQRJUDSK\�DQG�DQDO\VLV�� DV�

GR� FKLOGUHQ�� EXW�PRUH� DV� REMHFWV� WKDQ� VXEMHFWV�� DV� DOVR�*XOOHVWDG� GLG� LQ� KHU� FODVVLF�

Kitchen-table society���������/LNH�0LNNHO�5\WWHU��,�UHIHU�WR�WKH�JUDQGSDUHQW�JHQHUDWLRQ�

DV�0U�DQG�0UV�IROORZHG�E\�VXUQDPH�DQG�WKH�SDUHQWDO�JHQHUDWLRQ�E\�WKHLU�ILUVW�QDPHV�

�5\WWHU���������2XW�RI�WKH����PRWKHUV�LQ�P\�VWXG\�����KDYH�HPLJUDWHG�IURP�3DNLVWDQ�

WKURXJK�PDUULDJH� DQG� IDPLO\� UHXQLILFDWLRQ�� DGGLWLRQDOO\�� RQH� FDPH� WR�1RUZD\� IURP�

DQRWKHU�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWU\��7KUHH�RI�WKHVH�KDYH�KXVEDQGV�ZKR�DOVR�KDYH�LPPLJUDWHG��

,Q�WZR�LQVWDQFHV��WKH�FRXSOH�PLJUDWHG�WRJHWKHU��LQ�WKH�ILQDO�FDVH�WKH�KXVEDQG�ILUVW�FDPH�

WR� 1RUZD\� WKURXJK� PDUULDJH�� JRW� GLYRUFHG� IURP� KLV� ILUVW� ZLIH� DQG� UHPDUULHG�

WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\��7KH�UHPDLQLQJ����RI�WKH����KDYH�PLJUDWHG�WR�1RUZD\�IURP�3DNLVWDQ��

DQG�DUH�PDUULHG�WR�PHQ�RI�3DNLVWDQL�GHVFHQW�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�1RUZD\���

2XW� RI� WKH� ��� PRWKHUV� ZKR� ZHUH� ERUQ� LQ� 1RUZD\�� ��� KDYH� PDUULHG�

WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\�� 2QH� WR� D� 0LGGOH� (DVWHUQ� PLJUDQW�� RQH� WR� D� (XURSHDQ� FLWL]HQ� RI�

3DNLVWDQL� GHVFHQW�� DQG� WKH� UHPDLQLQJ� ��� WR�PHQ�ZKR� KDYH�PLJUDWHG� IURP�3DNLVWDQL�

WKURXJK�PDUULDJH��)RXU�DUH�PDUULHG� WR�PHQ�RI�3DNLVWDQL�GHVFHQW�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�

EURXJKW� XS� LQ� 1RUZD\�� 7KXV�� ��� RXW� RI� WKH� ��� PRWKHUV� LQ� P\� VWXG\� DUH� PDUULHG�

WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\��EXW�WKHUH�LV�DOVR�YDULDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�PDUULDJH�WUDMHFWRULHV�RI�WKH�FRXSOHV��

7KUHH�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�DUH�GLYRUFHG��RQH�UHPDUULHG��

0\� IRFXV�RQ�PRWKHUV�RI� WRGGOHUV� LQIOXHQFHV� WKH� DJH�RI�P\� LQIRUPDQWV��7KH\�

UDQJH� IURP� WKHLU� PLG���V� WR� ODWH� ��V�� ZLWK� PRVW� LQ� WKHLU� ODWH� ��V� DQG� HDUO\� ��V��

7RJHWKHU��WKH����ZRPHQ�KDG����FKLOGUHQ�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�ILHOGZRUN��6L[�FKLOGUHQ�

ZHUH�ERUQ�WR�VL[�PRWKHUV�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�P\�ILHOGZRUN������–�������2QH�LQIRUPDQW�

EHFDPH�D�PRWKHU�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�GXULQJ�ILHOGZRUN��DQG�RQH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�D�FKLOG��VHH�

DSSHQGL[���

�

�

�
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1R��RI�PRWKHUV� 1R��RI�FKLOGUHQ��

�� ����

�� ��

��� ��

�� ��

�� ��

�� ��

�� ��

Table 3.1. Overview of informants and their children  

�

$V� IDU� DV� ,� NQRZ�� DOO� DUH� VWLOO� RI� UHSURGXFWLYH� DJH�� EXW�PRVW� RI� WKHP� VD\� WKDW� WKH\�

SUREDEO\�ZLOO� QRW� KDYH�PRUH� FKLOGUHQ�� DOWKRXJK� IHZ� KDYH� FRPSOHWHO\� H[FOXGHG� WKLV�

SRVVLELOLW\��,�ILQd this latter point significant in understanding mothers’ negotiations of 

DPELWLRQV�� OLPLWDWLRQV� DQG� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQ� WKH� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH�� ,� KDYH� DOVR�PHW� RWKHU�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV��IRU�LQVWDQFH�DW�WKH�,&'3�DQG�Nå Ut�FRXUVHV�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�

WR�WKHVH�����,�XVH�DV�D�PLQLPXP�FULWHULRQ�IRU�WKHVH����WKDW�,�KDYH�FRQGXFWHG�D�VHPL�

VWUXFWXUHG� LQWHUYLHZ� ZLWK� WKHP�� ,QIRUPDQWV� ZHUH� UHFUXLWHG� IURP� GLIIHUHQW� DUHQDV��

ZKLFK�\LHOGHG�EURDGHU�SURILOHV�WKDW�LI�,�KDG�UHFUXLWHG�DOO�IURP�WKH�VDPH�DUHQD���

� �

Family Centres  
$� )DPLO\� &HQWUH� �Familiehus�� HQFRPSDVVHV� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� RI� SXEOLF� DQG�

SUHYHQWDWLYH� KHDOWK�� DQG� HDUO\� LQWHUYHQWLRQ�� +HUH�� VHUYLFHV� GLUHFWHG� DW� IDPLOLHV� ZLWK�

\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�FR�ORFDWHG��VR�DV�WR�SURYLGH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VXSSRUW�IRU�IDPLOLHV�LQ�

WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� DQG� WR� IDFLOLWDWH� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� DQG� FROODERUDWLRQ� EHWZHHQ�

SURIHVVLRQDOV� LQ� WKH� YDULRXV� VHUYLFHV� �$GROIVHQ��0DUWLQXVVHQ�� 7K\UKDXJ�	�9HGHOHU��

��������� 7K\UKDXJ�� ���������� 7KH� WZR� )DPLO\� &HQWUHV� LQ� $OQD� FRQVLVW� RI� DQ� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV� �� �DQWHQDWDO� FDUH�

                                                           
���2QH�RI�WKHVH�WZR��1RRU��DSSHDUV�LQ�FKDSWHU����,�FRXQW�KHU�DPRQJ�P\����LQIRUPDQWV�DOWKRXJK�VKH�LV�
QRW� D�PRWKHU�� 7KH�RWKHU�� 6RQLD�� EHFDPH� SUHJQDQW� DQG� JDYH� ELUWK� WR� D� FKLOG� GXULQJ� WKH� FRXUVH� RI�P\�
ILHOGZRUN���
���,Q�WKH�WH[W�,�UHIHU�WR�WKH�3&+6�DV�D�FOLQLFDO�VSDFH��FOLQLF�RU�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQD��UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�VHUYLFH��
7KH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV�LV�D�VHUYLFH��DQG�QRW�DOO�VHUYLFHV�DUH�RIIHUHG�LQ�FOLQLFV��,Q�VFKRROV�
IRU� LQVWDQFH�� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� KDYH� DQ� RIILFH� DQG� DOVR� WHDFK� LQ� FODVVURRPV�� )RU� EDELHV� DQG� WRGGOHUV��
KRZHYHU��WKH�VHUYLFHV�DUH�RIIHUHG�LQ�SHUPDQHQW�FOLQLFDO�VSDFHV��ZKLFK�LV�ZKHUH�P\�ILHOGZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�
FRQGXFWHG��



67 
 

�svangerskapsomsorg��� SHGDJRJLFDO�SV\FKRORJLFDO� VHUYLFHV����Fagsenter for barn og 

unge���2QH�RI�WKHP�DOVR�KDV�D�60$57�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��$�FRRUGLQDWRU�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�

LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\� FROODERUDWLRQ� ERWK� ZLWKLQ� DQG� EHWZHHQ� WKH� )DPLO\� &HQWUHV�� DOVR�

IDFLOLWDWHG� E\� PRQWKO\� PHHWLQJV� LQ� WKH� )DPLO\� &HQWUH� 7HDP�� ZKLFK� FRQVLVWV� RI�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�IURP�WKH�YDULRXV�VHUYLFHV�LQ�ERWK�FHQWUHV���

�

)DPLO\�&HQWUHV�� +LOOVLGH�� 3LQHFRQH� �

2SHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� +LOOVLGH� 3LQHFRQH� )ORZHU�0HDGRZ�

3&+6� +LOOVLGH� 3LQHFRQH� 7UHH�%UDQFK�

60$57�NLQGHUJDUWHQ� +LOOVLGH� � �

3HGDJRJLFDO�

SV\FKRORJLFDO�VHUYLFHV�

+LOOVLGH� � �

Table 3.2. Names and organisation of Family Centres, open kindergartens and 

Parents and Child Health Services �

�

Parent and Child Health Services 
1DWLRQDOO\�� WKUHH� VHUYLFHV� DUH� LQFOXGHG� LQ� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV��

DQWHQDWDO�DQG�PDWHUQLW\�FDUH�IRU�WKH�PRWKHU��UHJXODU�FKHFN�XSV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�ELUWK�

WKURXJKRXW� HDUO\� FKLOGKRRG�� DQG� DJDLQ� WKURXJK� DGROHVFHQFH����7KLV� WKLUG� VHUYLFH� LV�

ORFDWHG� DW� ORZHU� DQG� XSSHU� VHFRQGDU\� VFKRROV� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK�� VWDIIHG� E\� WKH� VDPH�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZKR�ZRUN� DW� WKH�3DUHQW� DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV��$WWHQGDQFH� LV� QRW�

FRPSXOVRU\�� EXW� SURIHVVLRQDOV�PD\� FRQWDFW� WKH�&KLOG�:HOIDUH�$XWKRULWLHV� LI� SDUHQWV�

UHSHDWHGO\�PLVV�SUH�DUUDQJHG�DSSRLQWPHQWV��DV�KDSSHQHG�WR�RQH�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�� ,Q�

�����D�WRWDO�RI�����RI�LQIDQWV�LQ�1RUZD\�KDG�EHHQ�IRU�D�FKHFN�XS�DW�WKH�ORFDO�3&+6�

ZLWKLQ�WKH�ILUVW���ZHHNV�RI�OLIH����

1DWLRQDO� JXLGHOLQHV� GLUHFW� ZKDW� WKH� VHUYLFH� LV� WR� FRYHU�� EXW� LW� LV� XS� WR� ORFDO�

DXWKRULWLHV�WR�GHFLGH�KRZ�WKH�VHUYLFH�LV�WR�EH�RUJDQLVHG�WR�FRYHU�WKH�VHUYLFHV�SURYLGHG�

�6+GLU�� ������� ,Q� $OQD� ERURXJK�� FKLOGUHQ� XQGHU� �� \HDUV� RI� DJH� DUH� WR� KDYH� WKH�

                                                           
���7KLV�PRYHG�RXW�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�&HQWUH�GXULQJ�ILHOGZRUN���
���,QLWLDOO\��,�KDG�SODQQHG�WR�DOVR�VWXG\�SUHJQDQF\�DQG�DQWHQDWDO�FDUH��$IWHU�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�RQH�SUHJQDQW�
ZRPDQ� WR� D� FRQVXOWDWLRQ� ZLWK� D� PLGZLIH�� ,� IHOW� WKDW� WKLV� ZDV� WRR� LQYDVLYH�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� ,� OHIW� WKH�
H[DPLQDWLRQ�URRP�GXULQJ�WKH�J\QDHFRORJLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ��,W�ZRXOG�HLWKHU�KDG�EH�OHIW�RXW�RI�WKH�VWXG\�
RU� WDNH� RQ� D� ODUJHU� UROH� LQ� WKH� VWXG\�� GHPDQGLQJ� PRUH� FDUHIXO� HWKLFDO� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFDO�
ILHOGZRUN�FKDOOHQJHV��,�GHFLGHG�WR�GLVFRQWLQXH�WKLV�DVSHFW�RI�P\�VWXG\����
���KWWS���ZZZ�VVE�QR�KHOVH�VWDWLVWLNNHU�KHOVHWMNR�DFFHVVHG����������
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IROORZLQJ�FRQVXOWDWLRQV��ZLWK�D�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�XQOHVV�RWKHUZLVH�VWDWHG��DW�DJH���PRQWK��

��ZHHNV��GRFWRU�����PRQWKV��SK\VLRWKHUDSLVW�����PRQWKV����PRQWKV����PRQWKV��GRFWRU���

��PRQWKV�����PRQWKV��GRFWRU�DQG�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU������PRQWKV����\HDUV�DQG���\HDUV��H\H�

H[DPLQDWLRQ��ODQJXDJH�PDSSLQJ���$GGLWLRQDOO\��DOO�SDUHQWV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�DUH�RIIHUHG�

D�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�D�GRFWRU�ZKHQ�WKH�FKLOG�LV���\HDUV�ROG��,QRFXODWLRQV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�

QDWLRQDO� LQRFXODWLRQ� SURJUDPPH�� DOVR� YROXQWDU\�� DUH� JLYHQ� DW� WKH� ��� ��� ��� DQG� ���

PRQWKV� FRQVXOWDWLRQV����One of the Alna PCHS has an ‘open clinic’ for two hours 

RQFH�D�ZHHN�ZKHUH�SDUHQWV�FDQ�FRQVXOW�WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�ZLWKRXW�D�SULRU�DSSRLQWPHQW��

3DUHQWV�FDQ�DOVR�FRPH�WR�ZHLJK�DQG�PHDVXUH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�DFFRUG�GXULQJ�

UHJXODU�RSHQLQJ�KRXUV��

�

Open kindergarten 
2SHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� LV� FHQWUDO� WR� WKH� )DPLO\�&HQWUH� LGHRORJ\�� ,W� LV� WKH� ORZ�WKUHVKROG�

VHUYLFH�WKDW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�PHHW�ILUVW��DQG�WKXV�FDQ�EH�D�SRLQW�RI�GHSDUWXUH�IRU�OHDUQLQJ�

DERXW� DQG� PDNLQJ� XVH� RI� WKH� RWKHU� VHUYLFHV� DQG�� WKURXJK� UHJXODU� DQG� ‘DWWHQWLYH’�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��OHDUQ�DERXW�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�LQWHUQDOLVH�D�UHJXODWRU\�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�SUDFWLFH�

LQ� OLQH�ZLWK� RIILFLDO� IDPLO\� GLVFRXUVH��7ZR�RI� WKH� WKUHH� RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�ZKHUH� ,�

KDYH�FRQGXFWHG�ILHOGZRUN�DUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�D�)DPLO\�&HQWUH���

2SHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LV�D�IUHH��SHGDJRJLFDO�RIIHU�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�XVH�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�

SDUHQWV�RU�RWKHU�DGXOWV��7KH�ILUVW�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������,Q�������

there were open kindergartens in all of Norway’s 19 counties 

�.XQQVNDSVGHSDUWHPHQWHW�� ����������� +LOOVLGH� DQG� 3LQHFRQH� DUH� RSHQ� IRXU� GD\V� D�

ZHHN��IURP�������XQWLO��������6RPH�SDUHQWV�,�NQRZ�PDNH�XVH�RI�WKH�RIIHU�WZR�WR�IRXU�

GD\V�D�ZHHN��RWKHUV�PRUH�LUUHJXODUO\��VHH�&KDSWHU������6RPH�XVH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�

UHJXODUO\�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�XVH�LW�IRU�WKH�OLPLWHG�SHULRG�WKH\�DUH�RQ�SDUHQWDO�

OHDYH��DQG�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKHQ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�VWDUW�UHJXODU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��7KH�WKLUG�RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ� ZKHUH� ,� FRQGXFWHG� ILHOGZRUN�� )ORZHU� 0HDGRZ�� ZDV� RSHQ� LQ� WKH�

HYHQLQJV��7KLV�ZDV�ORFDWHG�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�D�UHJXODU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��QRW�LQ�D�)DPLO\�

+RXVH�DV�WKH�WZR�RWKHUV���

3DUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�DUH�HWKQLFDOO\�GLYHUVH��2Q�D�UDQGRP�

GD\�DW�+LOOVLGH�WKHUH�ZHUH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�DWWHQGDQFH�OLVW�����DGXOWV�DQG�D�IHZ�PRUH�

                                                           
�� �KWWS���ZZZ�E\GHO�DOQD�RVOR�NRPPXQH�QR�KHOVH�DOQDBKHOVHVWDVMRQ�DUWLFOH�����������KWPO� DFFHVVHG�
���������
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FKLOGUHQ�� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� QLQH� GLIIHUHQW� FRXQWULHV� �� �1RUZD\� DQG� 3DNLVWDQ� DUH� WKRVH�

FRXQWULHV�PRVW�SDUHQWV�JLYH�DV� WKHLU�FRXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ� LQ� WKH� WZR�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�

WKDW�UHFRUG�WKLV��3LQHFRQH�DQG�+LOOVLGH��,Q�����������RI�SDUHQWV�ZHUH�1RUZHJLDQ�DQG�

����3DNLVWDQL��1�����DQG�����DW�+LOOVLGH��$W�3LQHFRQH�WKH�ILJXUHV�ZHUH�����DQG�����

UHVSHFWLYHO\� �1�� ��� DQG� 19). In both places, the third largest group is ‘bilinguals’ 

�FKLOGUHQ�RI�SDUHQWV�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWU\�EDFNJURXQGV�������DW�+LOOVLGH�DQG����DW�

3LQHFRQH��1�����DQG��������

/LNH� RWKHU� ERURXJKV� RI� 2VOR�� $OQD� KDV� KDG� LWV� ILQDQFLDO� WUDQVIHUV� IURP� WKH�

PXQLFLSDOLW\�UHGXFHG�RYHU�WLPH��DQG�LQ�WXUQ��KDV�KDG�WR�UHGXFH�LWV�H[SHQVHV��3ULRU� WR�

P\�ILHOGZRUN��LQ������������ERURXJK�DXWKRULWLHV�RUGHUHG�WKH�3&+6�WR�UHRUJDQLVH�GXH�

WR� ODFN�RI�UHVRXUFHV��DQG�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�$VWULG�DQG�/LQGD�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�SUDFWLFH�ZLWK�

JURXS�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�ZLWK���WR���FKLOGUHQ�LQ�HDFK�JURXS�LQVWHDG�RI�WKH�XVXDO�LQGLYLGXDO�

FRQVXOWDWLRQV�� $W� WKH� WLPH� RI� ILHOGZRUN�� WZR� KRXUV� ZHUH� VHW� DVLGH� IRU� HDFK� JURXS�

FRQVXOWDWLRQ��$OVR�WKH�RSHQ�FOLQLF�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�UHVRXUFHV��DV�WKHUH�LV�

QR�OHJDO�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�RIIHU�WKLV�VHUYLFH��+DOIZD\�WKURXJK�P\�ILHOGZRUN��LQ�'HFHPEHU�

2011, Alna’s four open kindergartens were reduced to two. I retXUQ�WR�WKHVH�HYHQWV�LQ�

&KDSWHU� ���� (DUO\� ������ DIWHU� ,� KDG� FRPSOHWHG� ILHOGZRUN�� \HW� DQRWKHU� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZDV�FORVHG�GRZQ��DQG�WKH�WKUHH�3&+6�ZHUH�PHUJHG�LQWR�RQH�����

�

Some implications of choice of arenas and informants 

$V�EULHIO\�PHQWLRQHG�� ,�PDGH� VRPH� FKRLFHV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH� NLQG� RI� LQIRUPDQWV� WKDW� ,�

UHFUXLWHG�� WKH�DUHQDV� LQ�ZKLFK� ,� VWXGLHG� WKHP�DQG� WKH�HPSLULFDO�JD]H�DQG� WKHRUHWLFDO�

DSSURDFKHV� ,� XVHG� WR�XQGHUVWDQG� WKHLU�RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG�SUDFWLFHV�� ,�ZLOO� QRZ�GLVFXVV�

VRPH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�FKRLFHV���

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�DSSURDFKLQJ�SODFH� LV�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�PHWKRGRORJ\��7KRPDV�

+\OODQG�(ULNVHQ�FDOOV�IRU�D�PHWKRGRORJLFDl approach to complexity that ‘becomes the 

RXWFRPH�RI�DQ� LPDJLQDWLYH�DQG�FUHDWLYH�SURFHVV� VLQFH� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU� LV� DZDUH� WKDW� D�

“IXOO�GHVFULSWLRQ”�of a given phenomenon is impossible’, which makes complexity ‘a 

way of looking at the world’ �����D����������,nherent in Eriksen’s understanding of 

FRPSOH[LW\�DUH�WKH�DQDO\WLFDO�SRWHQWLDOV�DQG�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�FRQGXFWLQJ�DQWKURSRORJ\�LQ�

                                                           
���&RXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ�DV�GHILQHG�E\�SDUHQWV��7KH� WZR�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�,�KDYH�VWDWLVWLFV�RQ��3LQHFRQH�
DQG�+LOOVLGH��KDG�RYHU������YLVLWV�IURP�����FKLOGUHQ�LQ�������DQ�DYHUDJH�RI���YLVLWV�SHU�FKLOG��DQG����
YLVLWV�SHU�GD\��
���KWWS���ZZZ�JURUXGGDOHQ�QR�LQGH[�SKS"SDJH YLVBQ\KHW	1\KHW,' ������DFFHVVHG����������
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DQ�XUEDQ�ORFDWLRQ��$V�PHQWLRQHG��P\�UHVHDUFK�IRUPV�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�

SURMHFW� WKDW� KDV� WDNHQ� SODFH� LQ� DQG� VWXGLHG� YDULRXV� DVSHFWV� RI� OLIH� LQ� $OQD�� 7KH�

LQGLYLGXDO� SURMHFWV� HQFRPSDVV� D� ZLGH� YDULHW\� RI� WRSLFV� VXFK� DV� WKH� *URUXG� 9DOOH\�

$FWLRQ� 3URMHFW� �Groruddalssatsningen��� YROXQWDULVP� DQG� EHORQJLQJ� DPRQJ� \RXQJ�

DGXOWV��5RVWHQ���������������WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�PHGLD�DPRQJ�ERURXJK�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�PHGLD�

SUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�ERURXJK��$OJKDVL��������(LGH���������QHJRWLDWLRQV�RI�PDUNHUV�RI�

VLPLODULW\� DQG� GLIIHUHQFH� DPRQJ� \RXQJ� WHHQDJHUV� DQG� SULPDU\� VFKRRO� FKLOGUHQ�

�(QGHVWDG��������5\VVW���������PRELOLW\�DQG�VFKRRO�FKRLFHV��0RUNHQ���������UHOLJLRXV�

SUDFWLFHV� LQ� D� JXUGZDUD� �9UDPR�� ������� LQWHU�UHOLJLRXV� GLDORJXH� DQG� D� VHQVH� RI�

FRPPXQLW\� �*UXQJ�� ������ DQG� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� FKDQJHV� LQ� WKH� ORFDOLW\� DPRQJ� WKH�

HOGHUO\��9DQJ����������

:KLOH� WKHVH�SURMHFWV� GR� QRW�–� LQGHHG�� FDQQRW�–�give a ‘full description’ of a 

SODFH�RU�D�SKHQRPHQRQ��WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�SLHFHV�DOO�FRQWULEXWH�WRZDUGV�WKH�ODUJHU�MLJVDZ�

SX]]OH�WKDW�LV�$OQD��DV�GRHV�P\�SURMHFW��<HW��WKHVH�SURMHFWV��LQ�EHLQJ�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�WKH�

VDPH�SODFH�DQG�ZLWKLQ� WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�RI� WLPH�EXW�FRYHULQJ�D�YDULHW\�RI� WRSLFV�DQG�

XVLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�DQDO\WLFDO�DSSURDFKHV��SURYLGH�D�EURDGHU�FRQWH[W� WKDW�P\�SURMHFW�DOVR�

FRQWULEXWHV�WR��%HLQJ�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�JURXS�RI�UHVHDUFKHUV�KDV�HQDEOHG�PH�WR�VHH�WKH�

UHOHYDQFH� RI� P\� WKHPDWLF� DQG� DQDO\WLFDO� DSSURDFKHV�� DQG� WR� GLVFXVV� IXUWKHU� P\�

ILQGLQJV�DQG�P\�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�RWKHU�SURMHFWV���

,Q�RUGHU�WR�JDLQ�GHSWK�LQ�WKH�HWKQRJUDSKLF�PDWHULDO�DQG�WKH�DQDO\VLV�WKHUHRI�� ,�

IRXQG� LW� QHFHVVDU\� WR� OLPLW� WKH� GDWD� FDSWXUH�� %HFDXVH� ,� DP� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK�

PRWKHUKRRG�� WKH� LQWLPDWH�SUDFWLFHV�RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG� WKH�JRYHUQLQJ� WKHUHRI�� LW�KDV�

EHHQ� LPSRUWDQW� WR� REVHUYH� PRWKHUV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� LQWHUDFWLQJ� WRJHWKHU� DQG� ORFDO�

SURIHVVLRQDOV� ZKR� NQRZ� ERWK� PRWKHUV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ�� ,� KDYH� WKHUHIRUH� IRFXVHG� P\�

UHVHDUFK�RQ�PRWKHUV�RI�EDELHV�DQG�WRGGOHUV��0RWKHUV�ZLWK�\RXQJHU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�HDVLHU�

WR� REVHUYH� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WKDQ� ZKDW� PRWKHUV� ZLWK� ROGHU� FKLOGUHQ� DUH��

because they spend much time together. Also, mothers’ interpretations of their 

FKLOGUHQ� DUH� EDVHG� OHVV� RQ� VSHHFK� WKDQ� DFWLRQV� VXFK� DV� ERG\� ODQJXDJH�� VPLOHV� DQG�

GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�FU\LQJ��DV�FKLOGUHQ�DW� WKLV�DJH�KDYH� OLPLWHG�VSRNHQ� ODQJXDJH��2QH�

UHDVRQ� ZK\� ,� ILQG� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� WR� EH� DQ� LGHDO� DUHQD� WR� PHHW� SDUHQWV� DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG� WR�H[SORUH� WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ� WKHVH� LV�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH� WKLV� LV�

RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�DUHQDV�ZKHUH�WKHVH�PHHW�DQG�LQWHUDFW��%HFDXVH�SHRSOH�DWWHQG�PRUH�RU�

OHVV� UHJXODUO\�� P\� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� WKLV� DUHQD� KDV� DOORZHG� PH� WR� IROORZ� WKH�
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HVWDEOLVKPHQW�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�RYHU�WLPH���

7KHVH�FKRLFHV��RI�FRXUVH��PHDQV�WKDW�VRPH�DUHDV�UHPDLQ�XQLQYHVWLJDWHG��,Q�P\�

FDVH�� WKLV� LQFOXGHV� VFKRROV� DQG� DIWHU�VFKRRO� DFWLYLWLHV� ZKLFK� DUH� UHOHYDQW� WR� ROGHU�

FKLOGUHQ��1HYHUWKHOHVV��EHFDXVH�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�RIWHQ�KDYH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�FKLOG�DQG�,�

KDYH�NQRZQ�PDQ\�RI�WKHP�IRU� WKUHH�WR�IRXU�\HDUV�� ,�KDYH�DOVR�VSHQW�WLPH�ZLWK�ROGHU�

FKLOGUHQ�� ,QGHHG�� VRPH� RI� WKLV� HWKQRJUDSK\� LV� LQFOXGHG� LQ� WKH� WKHVLV�� $FFRUGLQJO\��

ZKLOH�P\�FKRLFH�RI�LQIRUPDQWV��WKH�PRWKHUV�RI�WRGGOHUV��IRFXVHG�DQG�OHJLWLPLVHG�P\�

SUHVHQFH�LQ�VRPH�DUHQDV��LW�H[FOXGHG�RWKHU�DUHQDV�IURP�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��SDUWO\�FRXQWHUHG�

E\�WKH�RWKHU�$OQD�SURMHFWV�WKDW�KDYH�SURYLGHG�DGGLWLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�LQWR�P\�VWXG\��

� $Q\� VWXG\�RI� SHRSOH� FDWFKHV� JOLPSVHV� RI� WKHP� LQ� FHUWDLQ� SKDVHV� DQG�SODFHV��

DQG�RYHU�D�OLPLWHG�SHULRG�RI�WKHLU�OLYHV��*HQHUDOO\��ZRPHQ�ZLWK�\RXQJHU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

OHVV� OLNHO\� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW� WKDQ� WKRVH� ZLWK� ROGHU� FKLOGUHQ��

$FFRUGLQJO\�� E\� IRFXVLQJ� RQ� PRWKHUV� RI� EDELHV� DQG� WRGGOHUV�� WKHUH� LV� D� ULVN� RI�

SUHVHQWLQJ�WKHVH�PRWKHUV�DV�PRUH�JHQGHU�FRQVHUYDWLYH�WKDQ�WKH\�DUH��DQG�ZLWK�IHZHU�

DPELWLRQV�WR�WDNH�RQ�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�WKDQ�WKH\�PLJKW�KDYH�KDG�LI�,�KDG�PHW�WKHP�D�

IHZ� \HDUV� ODWHU��6LPLODUO\�� VWXGLHV�RI� WHHQDJHUV�PD\� ILQG� WKHP�DW� WKH�PRVW� XSURRWHG�

DQG�UHEHOOLRXV�WLPH�RI�WKHLU�OLYHV��ZKLFK�LV�RIWHQ�OLPLWHG�LQ�GXUDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��,�GR�QRW�

IHHO� that the frame in which I ‘caught’ my informants ZDV� SDUWLFXODUO\� VWDEOH� DQG�

LVRODWHG��UDWKHU��WKH\�ZHre reflective upon their own and their children’s lives��WKRVH�RI�

IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��RQ�WKH�SDVW��SUHVHQW�DQG�WKH�IXWXUH��DQG�RQ�WKH�NLQGV�RI�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

DQG� OLPLWDWLRQV� WKH\� H[SHULHQFH� DQG�HQYLVDJH�� DV�ZHOO� DV� WKH� VWUDWHJL]LQJ� WKH\�GR� LQ�

RUGHU�WR�UHDFK�WKHLU�DPELWLRQV��7KURXJK�LWV�DVVRFLDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�$OQD�SURMHFWV��

DQG�WKURXJK�LWV�IRFXV�RQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�NLQG�RI�SDUHQW�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKHLU�OLIH�

FRXUVH�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�DJH�EUDFNHW��P\�SURMHFW�SURYLGHV�RQH�JD]H�LQWR�DQG�

RQH�OLWWOH�SLHFH�RI�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�$OQD��DQG�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�SHRSOH’V�OLYHV��WKH�

FKRLFHV�WKH\�PDNH�DQG�WKH�IUDPHV�ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�PDNH�WKHVH�FKRLFHV���

�

Ethnic Norwegians in Alna borough 
Besides my informants’ ages, I have chosen to focus on a specific ‘group’ –�QDPHO\�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� &HUWDLQO\�� MXVW� DV� WKHUH� DUH� GLIIHUHQFHV� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQLV�� WKH\� DOVR� KDYH�PXFK� LQ� FRPPRQ� ZLWK� RWKHU� PLJUDQW� JURXSV� DQG� HWKQLF�
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1RUZHJLDQV���OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��,W�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WR�SURYLGH�H[DFW�VWDWLVWLFV�DV�WR�

VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�OHYHOV�RI�HPSOR\PHQW��HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�OHQJWK�

RI�IXOO�WLPH�PRWKHULQJ��DV�VWDWLVWLFV�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�FDQ�EH�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�

ERURXJK� OHYHO� EXW� QRW� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� WR� PLJUDWLRQ� EDFNJURXQG�� 1HYHUWKHOHVV�� ,�

SURYLGH� VRPH� VWDWLVWLFV� KHUH� VR� DV� WR� JLYH� D� FRPSDUDWLYe context to my informants’ 

positions and to avoid positioning them as ‘other’. �

� $W�ERURXJK�OHYHO�LQ�2VOR��WKH�WKUHH�ORZHVW�UDWHV�RI�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DUH�IRXQG�

LQ�WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\��$OQD�KDV�D�UDWH�RI��������WKH�KLJKHVW�RI�WKH�WKUHH��6L[�RXW�RI�WKH�

���ERURXJKV�LQ�2VOR�KDYH�EHWZHHQ�����DQG������PRUH�WKDQ�WZLFH�WKDW�RI�$OQD����,Q�

WKLV� UHVSHFW�� DQG� DV� SUHYLRXVO\� DUJXHG�� $OQD� FDQ� EH� FRQVLGHUHG� D� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�

ERURXJK��<HW�� WKH� IHPDOH� HPSOR\PHQW� UDWH� LQ�$OQD� �DPRQJ�ZRPHQ� IURP�DOO� QDWLRQ�

VWDWH�EDFNJURXQGV��LV�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ORZ�DW������DQG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�6WDWLVWLFV�1RUZD\�

WKLV� ORZ�ILJXUH� LV� ODUJHO\�GXH� WR� WKH�KLJK�QXPEHU�RI�PLJUDQWV� IURP�$IULFD�DQG�$VLD�

OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK� �+¡\GDKO�� ����������� 7KH� HPSOR\PHQW� UDWH� DPRQJ� HWKQLF�

1RUZHJLDQ�ZRPHQ� LV� ���� LQ�1RUZD\� DV� D�ZKROH� DQG� ������ LQ�2VOR� �ILUVW� TXDUWHU��

���������7KH�HPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�DPRQJ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�ZRPHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�1RUZD\�

DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�PLJUDWHG�WKURXJK�IDPLO\�UHXQLILFDWLRQ�LV�ORZ�DW������+RZHYHU��LQ�

3DNLVWDQ�WKH�IHPDOH�HPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LV�����–�KDOI�WKDW�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�PLJUDWHG�WR�

1RUZD\����$FFRUGLQJO\�� FRPSDUHG� WR� RWKHU� 2VOR� ERURXJKV�� $OQD� KDV� UHODWLYHO\� IHZ�

LQKDELWDQWV� ZLWK� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� D� ORZ� IHPDOH� HPSOR\PHQW� UDWH�� $OVR�� WKH�

IHPDOH� HPSOR\PHQW� UDWH� DPRQJ� ILUVW� JHQHUDWLRQ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ�1RUZD\� LV�

FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ORZ�EXW�VLJQLILFDQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�LW�LV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ���

)URP� WKHVH� ILJXUHV�� LW� LV� QRW� SRVVLEOH� WR� VWDWH� H[DFWO\�ZKDW� WKH� IUHTXHQF\� RI�

IXOO�WLPH�PRWKHULQJ�LV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��RU�WR�EUHDN�WKLV�GRZQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\��

+RZHYHU��VWDWLVWLFV�UHODWHG�WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DWWHQGDQFH�SURYLGH�D�XVHIXO�FRQWH[W��6RPH�

                                                           
���6HH�9DVVHQGHQ��������for a discussion of the use of ‘ethnic Norwegians’ and ‘majority Norwegians’���
���KWWS���VVE�QR�XWGDQQLQJ�VWDWLVWLNNHU�XWQLY�DDU�����������"IDQH WDEHOO	VRUW QXPPHU	WDEHOO ��������
DFFHVVHG������������
��KWWSV���ZZZ�VVE�QR�VWDWLVWLNNEDQNHQ�6HOHFW9DU9DO�'HILQH�DVS"0DLQ7DEOH 6\VVHO%RVWHG	.RUW1DYQ
:HE DNX	3/DQJXDJH �	FKHFNHG WUXH��DFFHVVHG�����������
�� KWWS���ZZZ�VVE�QR�DUEHLG�RJ�ORQQ�DUWLNOHU�RJ�SXEOLNDVMRQHU�KDOYSDUWHQ�DY�NYLQQHQH�HU�L�MREE��
DFFHVVHG� ���������� 7KHUH� DUH� QR� ILJXUHV� RQ� HPSOR\PHQW� DPRQJ� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� 1RUZHJLDQ�
Pakistani women as this is subsumed within the overall category of ‘Asian’. 7KH� WUDQVLWLRQ� UDWH� WR�
HPSOR\PHQW� LV� PDUNHGO\� KLJKHU� IRU� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� ZRPHQ� RI� ,QGLDQ� DQG� 3DNLVWDQL� GHVFHQW� ZKR�
KDYH� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� WKDQ� IRU� WKRVH� ZLWK� ORZHU� OHYHOV� RI� HGXFDWLRQ�� DQG� ZKLOH� PDUULDJH� LV� QRW� D�
VLJQLILFDQWO\� LQIOXHQWLDO� IDFWRU� LQ� WKLV�� KDYLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� LV� �%LUNHOXQG��/LOOHKDJHQ��(NUH�	�8JUHQLQRY��
�����������7KHUH�PD\�DOVR�EH�YDULRXV�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKLV�GLIIHUHQFH�EH\RQG�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�UHSURGXFWLRQ��
such as a lack of bridging networks. These are relevant topics in understanding these women’s level of 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW���
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����RI�DOO�PLQRULW\�ODQJXDJH�VSHDNLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DJHG�RQH�WR�ILYH�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�DWWHQG�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ� –� KLJKHU� WKDQ� WKH� QDWLRQDO� DYHUDJH� RI� ���� �+¡\GDKO�� ����������� 2QH�

UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�KLJK�ILJXUH��ZKLFK�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�KLJKHVW�LQ�2VOR��PD\�EH�D�VSHFLDO�ORFDO�

PHDVXUH�E\�ZKLFK�all IRXU��DQG�ILYH�\HDU�ROGV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�UHFHLYH����KRXUV�RI�IUHH�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ� D�ZHHN� �gratis kjernetid���7KLV� WUHQG� VHHPV� WR�EH� FRQILUPHG� LQ�RIILFLDO�

VWDWLVWLFV� ZKLFK� VKRZ� WKDW� WKH� QXPEHUV� RI� LQIDQWV� WR� WZR�\HDU�ROGV� LQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�

�1 �����DQG�WKUHH��WR�VL[�\HDU�ROGV�LQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��1 ������DUH�VLJQLILFDQWO\�KLJKHU�

LQ�$OQD� WKDQ� LQ�PRVW�RWKHU�ERURXJKV����7KLV�PHDQV� WKDW� LQ�$OQD��PRUH� WKDQ� LQ�PRVW�

RWKHU� DUHDV� RI�2VOR�� FKLOGUHQ� GR� QRW� JR� WR� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� VWUDLJKW� DIWHU� WKHLU� SDUHQWDO�

OHDYH���KDV�HQGHG��EXW�ODWHU��DW�WKUHH��IRXU�RU�ILYH�\HDUV�ROG��

,Q�1RUZD\��FKLOGUHQ�DJHG����WR����PRQWKV�FDQ�TXDOLI\�IRU�D�FDVK�JUDQW�LI�WKH\�

GR� QRW�PDNH� XVH� RI� VWDWH�VSRQVRUHG� GD\� FDUH� �,� GLVFXVV� IDPLO\�UHODWHG� VRFLDO� JUDQWV�

IXUWKHU� LQ� &KDSWHUV� �� DQG� ���� ,Q� 2VOR�� WKH� UDWH� RI� FKLOGUHQ� DJHG� ��� WR� ��� PRQWKV�

UHFHLYLQJ� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW� LV� ���� DPRQJ� WKRVH�ZLWKRXW� D�PLJUDWLRQ� EDFNJURXQG� DQG�

����DPRQJ� WKRVH�ZLWK� D�PLJUDWLRQ�EDFNJURXQG����,Q�$OQD� WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SDUHQWV�RI�

RQH��WR�WZR�\HDU�ROGV�ZKR�UHFHLYH�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�LV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DYHUDJH�

�+¡\GDKO�� ����������� 7KH� UDWH� RI� WZR�\HDU�ROG� FKLOGUHQ� IURP� $VLDQ� DQG� $IULFDQ�

RULJLQV�ZKR�UHFHLYH�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�LQ�$OQD�LV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�DPRQJ�WKH�VDPH�JURXSV�LQ�

2VOR� DQG� 1RUZD\� RYHUDOO�� 7KXV�� LW� LV� OLNHO\� WKDW� WKHVH� FKLOGUHQ�� PRUH� WKDQ� RWKHU�

FKLOGUHQ�ERWK�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�DQG�LQ�2VOR��VWDUW�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�WKUHH�RU�ODWHU��

6LPLODU�WR�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�SDUHQWV��VHH�6WHIDQVHQ�	�%ODDVY U���������

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�SDUHQWV� WHQG� WR�VHQG� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ� WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�VR� WKDW� WKH\�

FDQ�SOD\�ZLWK�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WKHQ�RQO\�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�VHHQ�WR�EH� ready� IRU� WKLV��

W\SLFDOO\�DW�WKUHH�WR�IRXU�\HDUV�RI�DJH��,�UHWXUQ�WR�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�XVH�LQ�

&KDSWHU������

,�GR�QRW�DWWHPSW�WR�FRQFOXGH�DV�VXFK��EXW�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�WUHQG�DPRQJ�

ZRPHQ�ZLWK� D�PLJUDWLRQ� EDFNJURXQG� WR� FDUH� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DW� KRPH� ORQJHU� WKDQ�

QRQ�PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�� DQG� WKDW� WKLV� LV� PRUH� VR� LQ� $OQD� WKDQ� LQ� 2VOR� PRUH� EURDGO\��

,PSRUWDQWO\��KRZHYHU��ZH�QHHG�WR�EHDU�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�LI�WKHUH�DUH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�

                                                           
���KWWS���VWDWLVWLVN�DUERN�XWYLNOLQJV�RJ�NRPSHWDQVHHWDWHQ�RVOR�NRPPXQH�QR������LG�8.(������.DS���
���DFFHVVHG�����������
���3DUHQWDO�OHDYH�LV����ZHHNV�DW�����VDODU\�DQG����ZHHNV�DW������VDODU\��7KUHH�RI�WKHVH�ZHHNV�DUH�IRU�
WKH�PRWKHU�WR�EH�SULRU�WR�ELUWK��,�GLVFXVV�SDUHQWDO�OHDYH�SROLFLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�‘daddy quota’,�LQ�&KDSWHU�
����
���KWWSV���ZZZ�VVE�QR�VRVLDOH�IRUKROG�RJ�NULPLQDOLWHW�DUWLNOHU�RJ�SXEOLNDVMRQHU�NRQWDQWVWRWWH�OLWH�
HQGULQJ�WURVV�KR\HUH�VDWV"WDEHOO ��������DFFHVVHG�����������
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HPSOR\PHQW�� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� XVH� WKDW� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW� IROORZ� HWKQLF�

categories, this does not mean that ethnicity or ‘culture’ alone can explain WKHVH�

WUHQGV��&HUWDLQO\�� WKH� ORZ� OHYHOV� RI� HGXFDWLRQ� LQGLFDWH� WKDW� FODVV� LV� D� FHQWUDO�PDUNHU�

KHUH��,W�LV�P\�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�XQOLNH�PRVW�PLJUDQW�ZRPHQ��HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�PRWKHUV�

KDYH�ERWK�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�MREV� WR�UHWXUQ�WR�DIWHU�WKH�SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�KDV� HQGHG��

RU��DOEHLW�WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW��WKH\�QR�ORQJHU�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW���

0\�WKHVLV�LV�QRW�D�FRPSDUDWLYH�VWXG\��DQG�,�GR�QRW�H[SORUH�SUDFWLFHV�RI�HWKQLF�

1RUZHJLDQ�SDUHQWV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��1HYHUWKHOHVV��RIWHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�WKH�

ERURXJK�PDNH�LPSOLFLW�FRPSDULVRQV�EHWZHHQ�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�DQG�PLJUDQW�SDUHQWV��

DQG� ,� UHIHU� WR� WKHVH� FRPSDULVRQV� LQ� VRPH� FKDSWHUV�� 7KLV� LV� SDUWLFXODUO\� HYLGHQW� LQ�

&KDSWHU� ��� )LUVW� DQG� IRUHPRVW��ZLWK� WKH� H[FHSWLRQ� RI�&KDSWHU� ���� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�

SDUHQWV�IHDWXUH�QRW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKHLU�SUDFWLFHV��EXW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�KRZ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�WKH�

ERURXJK�SUHVHQW�WKHVH�SUDFWLFHV�GLVFXUVLYHO\���

�

Gaining access  
$OQD�LV�QRW�D�VWUHHW�FRUQHU�VRFLHW\��:K\WH������>����@���DW�OHDVW�QRW�VR�IRU�WKH�SDUHQWV�

RI�WRGGOHUV�DQG�SUH�VFKRROHUV��,Q�WKLV�UHJDUG��LQVWLWXWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�JRRG�SODFHV�IRU�PH�

WR� JDLQ� DFFHVV� WR� LQIRUPDQWV�� ,Q� 1RUZD\� WKH� VWDWH� WDNHV� DQ� DOO�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� WKH� ZHOO�EHLQJ� RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ� �9LNH�� ������� $FFRUGLQJO\��

UHVHDUFKHUV�QHHG�WR�FRQGXFW�UHVHDUFK�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DOVR�

SUDFWLFHV� WKDW� RFFXU�RXWVLGH�RI� WKHVH�� )XUWKHU��XVLQJ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� VSDFHV� DV�SRLQWV�RI�

HQWU\�LV�RQH�ZD\�RI�PHHWLQJ�WKH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�FRQGXFWLQJ�UHVHDUFK�LQ�

DQ�XUEDQ�DUHD�–�UHFUXLWLQJ�LQIRUPDQWV��HVWDEOLVKLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�RI�WUXVW�DQG�REVHUYLQJ�

SUDFWLFHV�RYHU�WLPH���

Institutions provided me with a place to ‘hang around’ without making an 

appointment to interview anyone, and to study people’s interactions. I used open 

NLQGHUJDUWHQV� DV� VSULQJERDUGV� IRU� DFFHVVLQJ� RWKHU� DUHQDV�� LQGLYLGXDO� LQIRUPDQWV� DQG�

WKHLU�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV�DQG�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV��3URIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�SDUHQWV�JHQHURXVO\�RSHQHG�

VRPH�GRRUV�IRU�PH��DQG�JXDUGHG�RWKHUV��,�KDG�ILUVW�SODQQHG�WR�XVH�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�

+HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV� DV�P\� SRLQW� RI� HQWU\�� DQG� WKH� KHDG� RI� WKH� ORFDO� 3&+6� VXJJHVWHG� ,�

FRPH�WR�RQH�RI�WKHLU�WHDP�PHHWLQJV�WR�SUHVHQW�P\�SODQV�DQG��DV�,�XQGHUVWRRG�LW�WKHQ��

FRQILUP�P\�DFFHVV��3ULRU�WR�WKH�PHHWLQJ��KRZHYHU��VKH�KLQWHG�WKDW�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV��

D�VLWH�,�KDG�QRW�LQWHQGHG�WR�H[SORUH��PLJKW�EH�D�EHWWHU�SODFH�WR�VWDUW��,Q�WKH�PHHWLQJ��,�
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VHQVHG�WKDW�VHYHUDO�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�ZHUH�FULWLFDO�WR�P\�EHLQJ�SUHVHQW�DW�FRQVXOWDWLRQV��D�

SRLQW�ZKLFK�WKH\�KDG�SUREDEO\�YRLFHG�WR�WKHLU�ERVV�SULRU�WR�WKH�PHHWLQJ���

)RUWXQDWHO\�� WKH� )DPLO\�&HQWUH� FRRUGLQDWRU� DW� WKH� WLPH�� D� VRFLRORJLVW�� WRRN� D�

OLNLQJ�WR�P\�SURMHFW�DQG�JUDQWHG�PH�DFFHVV�WR�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV��,�EHOLHYH�WKLV�ZDV�

PXFK�GXH�WR�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�PHWKRGV�WKDW�KH�VSRNH�ZDUPO\�DERXW��

WKH� UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQV� QRW� EHLQJ� SUHGHWHUPLQHG� but open to topics coming ‘from 

below’, thus allowing for changes in direction and emphasis throughout. The 

FRRUGLQDWRU� ZDV� DOVR� UHDVVXUHG� E\� P\� SURPLVH� WR� EH� RI� DVVLVWDQFH� LQ� WKH� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV�LI�QHHGHG��7KLV�ZDV�D�FRPSRQHQW�WKDW�DSSDUHQWO\�PDGH�P\�SURMHFW�VWDQG�

RXW� IURP� RWKHU� SURMHFWV� WKH\� KDG� WR� DVNHG� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ�� ZKHUH� UHVHDUFKHUV��

according to the coordinator, ‘take what they need and give nothing back’. �

$IWHU�WZR�RU�WKUHH�PRQWKV�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV��,�JUDGXDOO\�EHJDQ�PRYLQJ�P\�

UHVHDUFK�LQWR�WKH�3&+6��DQG�DJDLQ�VRXJKW�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKHVH�DUHQDV��$W�

one clinic, health visitors processed ‘an application’ I made to the twice�PRQWKO\�VWDII�

PHHWLQJ��H[SODLQLQJ�P\�SURMHFW��KRZ�WKH�3+&6�ILW�LQWR�WKLV��ZKDW�,�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�

ILQGLQJ� RXW�� ZK\� DQG� KRZ�� 7KH� RWKHU� FOLQLF� JDYH� PH� DFFHVV� ZLWKRXW� WKLV� NLQG� RI�

DSSOLFDWLRQ�� ,� KDG�DFFHVV� WR� WKH� WKLUG�FOLQLF� WKURXJK� DWWHQGLQJ� FRQVXOWDWLRQV� WRJHWKHU�

ZLWK�DQ�LQIRUPDQW�PRWKHU�DQG�KHU�FKLOG��EXW�VSHQW�OHVV�WLPH�KHUH�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�WZR�

FOLQLFV�� 7KLV� ODWWHU� DSSURDFK� ZDV� DOVR� XVHG� LQ� WKH� WZR� RWKHU� FOLQLFV�� +HQFH�� P\�

H[SHULHQFHV�DW�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKRVH�RI�&HFLOLH�

%��1HXPDQQ��ZKR�VWXGLHG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV��EXW�ZDV�QRW�JUDQWHG�DFFHVV� WR�

FRQVXOWDWLRQV��DQG�ZKRVH�DFFHVV�ZDV�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�ZDLWLQJ�URRP�������������

,QLWLDOO\��,�ZDV�QRW�DZDUH�RI�WKH�JURXS�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�3&+6��EXW�,�EHOLHYH�

WKLV� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� SURYLGHG� HDVLHU� DFFHVV� WR� LQIRUPDQWV� DQG� WR� FRQVXOWDWLRQV�� DV� P\�

SUHVHQFH� DQG� IRFXV� EHFDPH� OHVV� GLUHFWHG� DW� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO� SDUHQW� RU� SURIHVVLRQDO��

ZKLFK� VRPH� PD\� KDYH� IHOW� WKUHDWHQLQJ�� )XUWKHU�� WKH� FRQYHUVDWLRQDO� QDWXUH� RI� WKH�

JURXSV�SURYLGHG�PH�ZLWK�EHWWHU�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�RI�

JRYHUQLQJ�WKLV��2QFH�,�KDG�EHHQ�JUDQWHG�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�GR�SDUWLFLSDQW�REVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�

UHFUXLW�LQIRUPDQWV�LQ�3&+6��,�DUUDQJHG�LQ�DGYDQFH�ZLWK�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�ZKLFK�JURXSV�,�

YLVLW��+HDOWK�YLVLWRUV�JHQHURXVO\�ZHQW� WKURXJK� WKHLU� WLPHWDEOHV�ZLWK�PH�DQG� WRJHWKHU�

ZH�IRXQG�JURXSV�WKDW��MXGJLQJ�E\�WKH�QDPHV�RQ�WKH�OLVt or health visitor’s knowledge�

ZRXOG�LQFOXGH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��$W�WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�JURXS�FRQVXOWDWLRQ��,�UHPDLQHG�

LQ�WKH�UHFHSWLRQ�DUHD�ZKLOH�WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�EURXJKW�WKH�SDUHQWV�LQWR�WKH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�

URRP��6KH�WKHQ�DVNHG�WKH�SDUHQWV�LI�LW�ZDV�DOO�ULJKW�IRU�PH�WR�MRLQ�LQ��ZKLFK�LW�ZDV�LQ�
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DOO� WKH� JURXSV��7KH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRU� WKHQ� IHWFKHG�PH�� DQG� ,� LQWURGXFHG�P\VHOI� DQG� WKH�

VWXG\��DQG�DJDLQ�DVNHG�WKH�JURXS�IRU�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�VLW�LQ�EHIRUH�WKH�DFWXDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�

EHJDQ���

�

Informed consent and confidentiality 
�

,GD�  What are the main similarities and differences between 

Norwegian and Pakistani childrearing practices?  

+DGL\D�  I have already told you those! The climate and the environment 

are different…in Pakistan there is an atmosphere of no stress…  

,GD�   And if you were to be more specific about concrete practices?  

+DGL\D�  Our mother fed us until we were six years old or so! [in a very 

dismissive tone] 

�

'XULQJ� KHU� UHVHDUFK� RQ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� IDPLO\� OLYHV�� %M¡UJ� 0RHQ� �������

H[SHULHQFHG� WKDW� LQIRUPDQWV�GHFOLQHG� WR�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ�KHU� VWXG\�EHFDXVH� WKH\� IHDUHG�

WKH� VWXG\� ZRXOG� SUHVHQW� QHJDWLYH� DVSHFWV� RI� WKHLU� OLYHV�� 6LPLODUO\�� 7RUXQQ� $UQWVHQ�

Sajjad’s informants felt that they had participated in ‘enough’ research projects 

��������&HUWDLQO\��+DGL\D������LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�VKH�LV�IHG�XS�ZLWK�P\�TXHVWLRQV��DQG��DV�,�

NQRZ�IURP�RWKHU�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�KHU��ZLWK�SURIHVVLRQDOV�GLJJLQJ� LQWR�KHU�SULYDWH�

OLIH�� ,Q� VXFK� VLWXDWLRQV�� FRQYHUVDWLRQV� TXLFNO\� FDPH� WR� D� KDOW�� 6RPHWLPHV�� WKH�

RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�DVN�DJDLQ�DURVH��RWKHU� WLPHV�QRW��+RZHYHU��D�PRUH�FRPPRQ�UHVSRQVH�

IURP�PRWKHUV�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\�WKRURXJKO\�HQMR\HG�WDONLQJ�WR�PH�EHFDXVH�‘afterwards, my 

heart becomes lighter’��DV�)DL]D�WROG�PH��RU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DSSUHFLDWHG�P\�SRVLWLRQ�DV�

DQ�RXWVLGHU��VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDG�Qo stake in ‘family politics’.���6RPHWLPHV��WRZDUGV�WKH�

HQG� RI� WKHVH� FRQYHUVDWLRQV�� PRWKers would look at me and ask: ‘This is all 

confidential, right?’� 2U�� ‘You are not going to use this for anything negative, are 

you?’�<HW��WKH\�FRQWLQXHG�VKDULQJ�WKHLU�WKRXJKWV�ZLWK�PH��HPSKDVLVLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�

telling me ‘my own opinion, not the truth about the group’, or that they wanted to give 

me a ‘better impression’ of Norwegian�3DNLVWDQLV�WKDQ�WKH�SLFWXUH�SURMHFWHG�LQ�PHGLD��

2WKHU�WLPHV�SHRSOH�DJUHHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�LW�PDGH�QR�GLIIHUHQFH�WR�WKHP�

ZKHWKHU�WKH\�SDUWLFLSDWHG�RU�QRW��WKH\�KDG�WLPH�DYDLODEOH��DQG��,�EHOLHYH��DSSUHFLDWHG�
                                                           
���:KLOH�WKLV�LV�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�WUXVW��LW�LV�DOVR��DV�,�VHH�LW��DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�ODFN�RI�QHWZRUNV�WKDW�H[WHQG�
EH\RQG�WKH�IDPLO\�DQG�HYHQ�EH\RQG�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��
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WKH�VRFLDO� LQWHUDFWLRQ��2WKHUV�DJDLQ�ZHUH�QRW�SDUWLFXODUO\� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� WKH�VWXG\��EXW�

ZDQWHG�WR�KHOS�PH�ZLWK�P\�SURMHFW��DV�WKH\�FRXOG�QRW�VHH�ZKDW�,�FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�JHW�RXW�

RI�KDQJLQJ�DURXQG�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�GD\�LQ�DQG�GD\�RXW��

,W� FDQ�EH�GLIILFXOW� IRU�SHRSOH� WR�XQGHUVWDQG�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�NLQG�RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ�

WKH�DQWKURSRORJLVW� LV� FROOHFWLQJ��KRZ� LW� LV� WR�EH� LQFRUSRUDWHG� LQ� WKH�ZULWWHQ� WH[W�� DQG�

FRQVHTXHQWO\�IRU�FRQVHQW�WR�EH�IXOO\�LQIRUPHG��,PSRUWDQWO\��LQIRUPHG�FRQVHQW�LV�QRW�D�

RQH�RII� LQ� HWKQRJUDSKLF� UHVHDUFK�� ,Q� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� VSDFHV�� WKH� FHQWUDOLW\� RI� WKH�

UHVHDUFKHU�DFWLYHO\�DQG�FRQWLQXRXVO\�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�FRQVHQW� LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�

FUXFLDO�� )LUVWO\�� WKHUH� LV� DQ� XQHTXDO� UHODWLRQVKLS� RI� SRZHU� EHWZHHQ� SDUHQWV� DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�� VHFRQGO\�� QRW� DOO� SDUWLFLSDQWV� LQ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� VSDFHV� PD\� ZDQW� WR�

SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� VWXG\�� DQG� P\� SUHVHQFH� PD\� SXVK� WKHP� WR� GLVFRQWLQXH� WKHLU�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� ORQJ�WHUP� SDUWLFLSDQW� REVHUYDWLRQ� LWVHOI� LV� D� WRRO�

WKURXJK�ZKLFK�WR�FRXQWHU�WKH�ULVN�WKDW�SHRSOH�PD\�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�WKH\�FRQVHQW�

WR�� 7KURXJKRXW� UHVHDUFK�� ,� KDYH� VRXJKW� WR� ILQG� D� EDODQFH� EHWZHHQ� UHPLQGLQJ�

LQIRUPDQWV� VXEWO\� WKDW� ,� DP� FRQGXFWLQJ� UHVHDUFK� DQG� DP� WDNLQJ� QRWHV�� DQG� QRW�

overemphasising this and thus disturbing people’s lives more than necessary.�

,W�LV�D�VWUHQJWK�RI�P\�VWXG\�WKDW�VRPH�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�NQRZ�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�

PDNH� XVH� RI� WKH� VDPH� VHUYLFHV� DQG� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� DUHQDV�� DV� WKH\� FDQ� JLYH� GLIIHUHQW�

SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKH�VDPH�LVVXH��(TXDOO\��IRU�UHDVRQV�RI�DQRQ\PLW\��LW�LV�DQ�DGYDQWDJH�

IRU�P\�VWXG\�WKDW�PDQ\�LQIRUPDQWV�GR�QRW�NQRZ��RI��HDFK�RWKHU��7KURXJKRXW��,�KDYH�

WDNHQ� FDUH� QRW� WR� VKRZ�P\� LQIRUPDQWV� ZKLFK� RWKHU� SHRSOH� ,� NQRZ�� EXW� DV� 7RUXQQ�

6DMMDG�DOVR�QRWHV�RI� WKH�IDPLOLHV� LQ�KHU�UHVHDUFK� ����������� WKH�IDPLOLHV� LQ�P\�VWXG\�

KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�YLVLWRUV�DW�KRPH�RU�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�QHLJKERXUKRRG�ZRXOG�

LGHQWLI\�ZKR�,�DP�DQG�ZKDW�,�DP�GRLQJ�LQ�WKH�IDPLOLHV��,Q�KHU�UHVHDUFK�RQ�1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQLV�FRQGXFWHG� LQ�D�FOLQLFDO�FRQWH[W��7RUXQQ�$UQWVHQ�6¡UKHLP��6DMMDG��PDGH�D�

SRLQW�RI�DUULYLQJ�DQG�OHDYLQJ�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�KHU�LQIRUPDQWV�VR�WKDW� WKH\�

ZRXOG�NQRZ� WKDW� VKH�GLG�QRW� VKDUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�KHDOWK�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DIWHUZDUGV�

��������7KLV�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW� LQ� WKH�3&+6��ZKHUH�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�OHIW� WKH�URRP�ILUVW�� ,�

ZRXOG�RIWHQ�UHPDLQ�IRU�D�ZKLOH��FKDWWLQJ�WR�SDUHQWV�DIWHU�WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�KDG�HQGHG�

WKH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�DQG�OHIW�WKH�URRP���

,� XVHG� WKUHH� YDULDQWV� RI� ZULWWHQ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WR� LQIRUP� SRWHQWLDO� LQIRUPDQWV�

DERXW� P\� VWXG\� DQG� WR� JDLQ� FRQVHQW�� )LUVWO\�� ,� PDGH� DQ� $�� SRVWHU� ZLWK� EULHI�

LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�SURMHFW��P\�FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV�DQG�D�SLFWXUH�RI�PH�WKDW�,�KXQJ�XS�LQ�

WKH� WKUHH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� ,� XSGDWHG� WKLV� SRVWHU� D� IHZ� WLPHV� GXULQJ� ILHOGZRUN��
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LQIRUPLQJ�DERXW�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�P\�SUHVHQFH��DQG�FKDQJHG�SKRWRV�RQ�WKH�

SRVWHU�WR�JHW�SHRSOH�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�SRVWHU�� ,�GLVWULEXWHG�DQ�$��LQIRUPDWLRQ�VKHHW�ZLWK�

PRUH� H[WHQVLYH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� P\� SURMHFW� DQG� P\� FRQWDFW� GHWDLOV� WR� LQGLYLGXDO�

LQIRUPDQWV� ,� LQWHUYLHZHG�� *HQHUDOO\�� ,� EURXJKW� WKHVH� WR� WKH� 3&+6� JURXSV� ZKHUH� ,�

SDUWLFLSDWHG�DQG�PDGH�WKHVH�DYDLODEOH�WR�DOO�WKH�SDUHQWV�LQ�WKH�JURXS��0DQ\�LQIRUPDQWV�

IRXQG�LW�GLIILFXOW�WR�UHDG�WKLV�IDLUO\�H[WHQVLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VR�,�DOZD\V�H[SODLQHG�LQ�P\�

RZQ�ZRUGV�ZKDW� WKH� SURMHFW�ZDV� DERXW�� DQG� WKH� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� LQ� WKH�

VWXG\�� )LQDOO\�� DW� WKH� ,&'3� FRXUVHV�� ,� KDQGHG� RXW� D� VPDOO� OHDIOHW� ZLWK� P\� FRQWDFW�

GHWDLOV�DQG�D�IHZ�EULHI�VHQWHQFHV�DERXW�P\�VWXG\��WHOOLQJ�SDUHQWV�WKDW�,�PLJKW�DSSURDFK�

VRPH�RI� WKHP� IRU� DQ� LQWHUYLHZ��0\�SURMHFW�ZDV� DSSURYHG�E\� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�6RFLDO�

6FLHQFH�'DWD�6HUYLFHV��Norsk Samfunnsvitenskapelig Datatjeneste��16'���DV�ZHUH�WKH�

SRVWHU�DQG�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VKHHW��,�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�IO\HU�ODWHU�DV�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�PHDVXUH��

,� DOVR�REWDLQHG�D�SROLFH� FHUWLILFDWH�RI�JRRG�FRQGXFW� �politiattest�� WKDW� ,�EURXJKW�ZLWK�

PH�WR�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV���

�

Knowledge production 
Ensuring informants’ confidentiality is a concern both in the field and in lDWHU�SKDVHV�

RI� WKH� UHVHDUFK�� 6RPH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� ,� GR� QRW� XVH� LQ� WKH� WKHVLV� IRU� UHDVRQV� RI�

confidentiality, such as information about families’ contact with child protection 

DXWKRULWLHV�� ,� PD\� KDYH� FKDQJHG� EDFNJURXQG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RI� LQGLYLGXDOV� DQG� IDPLO\�

FRQVWHOODWLRQV�� VXFK�DV�SURIHVVLRQ��QXPEHU�RI�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�ZKHUH� LQ�$OQD� WKH\� OLYH��

EXW�ZLWKRXW�JRLQJ� LQWR�GHWDLO�DV� WR�ZKLFK�PDUNHUV� ,�PD\�KDYH�FKDQJHG��VR�DV�QRW� WR�

draw the readers’ attention to these �6DMMDG������������,Q�WKH�WH[W��,�KDYH�DOWHUHG�GHWDLOV�

WKDW�KDYH�QRW�PDWWHUHG�WR�WKH�DQDO\VLV��EXW�LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�,�KDYH�DOVR�OHIW�RXW�HOHPHQWV�

WKDW� PLJKW� KDYH� HQULFKHG� WKH� DQDO\VLV�� :ULWLQJ� LQ� (QJOLVK� LV� LQ� LWVHOI� DQ� DFW� RI�

DQRQ\PL]DWLRQ��EXW�WKLV�DOVR�PDNHV�WKH�WH[W�OHVV�DFFHVVLEOH�IRU�LQIRUPDQWV�WR�UHDG��

%HFDXVH� WKH� SODFH� RI� $OQD� LV� QRW� DQRQ\PLVHG�� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQV� PLJKW� EH�

LGHQWLILDEOH�HYHQ�WKRXJK�,�KDYH�JLYHQ�ILFWLYH�QDPHV��&RQVHTXHQWO\��ERWK�SDUHQWV�DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�WKHVH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DUH�HDVLHU�WR�LGHQWLI\�IRU�WKH�UHDGHU�WKDQ�WKH�SHRSOH�,�

ZULWH�DERXW�RXWVLGH�RI�WKHVH��+DOYDUG�9LNH�DUJXHV�WKDW�SHRSOH�LQ�SXEOLF�SRVLWLRQV�DQG�

WKHLU� DFWLRQV� WKDW� DUH� QRW� SURWHFWHG� DV� SDUW� RI� SULYDWH� OLIH� LV� DQG� VKRXOG� EH� OHVV�

SURWHFWHG� WKDQ� SULYDWH� SHUVRQV� ���������� VHH� DOVR� )DQJHQ�� ������� 9LNH� LV� DOVR�

FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� WKH� PHWKRGRORJLFDO� LPSOLFDWLRQV� ZKHQ� RXU� LQIRUPDWLRQ� FDQQRW� EH�
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WUDFHG������������ZKLFK�LV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�ULJRURXV�DQRQ\PLVLQJ��-XGLWK�2NHO\�KDV�D�

GLIIHUHQW�DSSURDFK�WR�WKDW�RI�9LNH��LQ�KHU�VWXG\�RI�5RPD��VKH�FXWV�RXW�QDUUDWLYH��VSOLWV�

TXRWHV�DQG�DWWULEXWHV�WKHP�WR�GLIIHUHQW�SHRSOH��DQG�FRPELQHV�DWWULEXWHV�DQG�VWDWHPHQWV�

IURP�GLIIHUHQW�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�RQH��2NHO\����������LQ�2NHO\�������������

0\� HWKQRJUDSKLF� PDWHULDO� VKDUHV� VRPH� IHDWXUHV� RI� ERWK� 9LNH� �VWUHHW�OHYHO�

EXUHDXFUDWV�DV�LQIRUPDQWV�DQG�ORFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DV�UHVHDUFK�VLWHV��DQG�2NHO\��D�JURXS�

RI� SHRSOH� RIWHQ� UHSUHVHQWHG� QHJDWLYHO\��� DQG� P\� DSSURDFK� WR� DQRQ\PLW\� GUDZV� RQ�

LQVLJKWV� IURP� ERWK� RI� WKHP�� %HFDXVH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� DUH� QRW� UHSUHVHQWHG� DV�

QHJDWLYHO\�DQG�DQHFGRWDOO\� DV�5RPD�RIWHQ�DUH�� ,� IRXQG� LW� OHVV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� VSOLW� DQG�

FRPELQH� QDUUDWLYHV�� 6WLOO�� WKHUH� DUH� LQVWDQFHV� ZKHUH� ,� KDYH� IRFXVHG�P\� DQDO\VLV� RQ�

IHZHU�HOHPHQWV�WKDQ�,�PLJKW�KDYH�GRQH��DQG�FRQQHFWLRQV�WKDW�,�FRXOG�KDYH�GUDZQ�EXW�

KDYH�FKRVHQ�QRW�WR���

,QFUHDVLQJO\��UHVHDUFK�SDUWLFLSDQWV�DUH�DEOH�WR�UHDG�DQG�FULWLTXH�ZKDW�ZH�ZULWH�

DERXW�WKHP��VHH�%UHWWHOO�������, raising some ‘new’ issues of knowledge production, 

VXFK� DV� WKH� GLIILFXOW\� RI� ZULWLQJ� GLIIHUHQWO\� IRU� GLIIHUHQW� DXGLHQFHV� �*XOOHVWDG��

�����������DV�ZHOO�DV�UHYHDOLQJ�RU�FUHDWLQJ�XQFHUWDLQWLHV�DV�WR�ZKHUH�RXU�OR\DOWLHV�OLH�

�6OXND�� ����������� 7KLFN� GHVFULSWLRQ� �*HHUW]�� ����� >����@�� LV� IXQGDPHQWDO� WR�

DQWKURSRORJ\�� EXW� WKLV� DSSURDFK� HQWDLOV� VRPH� FKDOOHQJHV� LQ� UHVHDUFK� FRQGXFWHG� LQ�

FRPSOH[�VRFLHWLHV�ZKHUH�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�DQG�PD\�UHDG�ZKDW�ZH�ZULWH��VXFK�

DV� WKH� GLOXWLRQ� RI� RXU� GDWD� �9LNH�� ������� :KLOH� WKHVH� DUH� SUHVVLQJ� FKDOOHQJHV� IRU�

anthropologists working in complex societies or ‘at home’, I would argue that the 

HWKLFDO�DQG�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�DQ�DQWKURSRORJ\�SURGXFHG�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�

VKRXOG� EH� VRPHWKLQJ� WR� VWULYH� WR� IRU� all� ZULWLQJ� DQWKURSRORJLVWV� �VHH� 5XJNnVD� 	�

7KRUVHQ�� ������� 6RPHWKLQJ� HOVH� ZRXOG� EH� WR� FHPHQW� WKH� VXEMHFW� WR� D� IL[HG� DQG�

GLFKRWRPRXV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��VHH�6DLG����������

cVH�5¡WKLQJ� SURYLGHV� DQ� RXWOLQH� RI� D� UHVHDUFKHU�ZKR� KDV� RZQHUVKLS� WR� GDWD�

DQG�WKXV�FDQ�H[HUFLVH�DQDO\WLFDO�IUHHGRP��EXW�ZKRVH�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�FR�RZQHUVKLS�WR�

WKH�PDWHULDO��ZLWK�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�ERWK�DQDO\WLFDO�FRPSURPLVH�DQG�WKH�UHDOLVDWLRQ�WKDW�

WKH� UHVHDUFKHU� FDQQRW� OLYH� XS� WR� DOO� HWKLFDO� FODLPV�� HYHQ� LI� WKH� LQWHQWLRQV� DUH� WKHUH�

��������������,�SXEOLVKHG�D�ERRN�FKDSWHU��(UVWDG��������LQ�WKH�DQWKRORJ\�Den globale 

drabantbyen��$OJKDVL�HW�DO���������ZKLOH�,�ZDV�VWLOO�GRLQJ�ILHOGZRUN��6RPH�LQIRUPDQWV�

UHDG�GUDIWV�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU��DQG�VRPH�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�IHDWXUHG�LQ�WKH�FKDSWHU�DWWHQGHG�WKH�

ERRN�ODXQFK�KHOG�DW�WKH�ORFDO�OLEUDU\��,�KDYH�DOVR�JLYHQ�D�WDON�DW�WKH�ORFDO�OLEUDU\��DIWHU�

completing my fieldwork. Together, these gave me opportunities for loosely ‘testing’ 
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P\�GDWD�ORFDOO\��)XUWKHU��WKLV�FRQILUPHG�P\�UROH�DV�D�UHVHDUFKHU�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��DV�

GLG�P\�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�D�ILOP�PDGH�E\�WKH�$OQD�3URMHFW��ZKHUH�,�ZDV�LQWHUYLHZHG�RQ�

FDPHUD�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�����

�

Critiquing an anthropology ‘at home’ 
,Q�1RUZD\�� 6LJQH�+RZHOO� KDV� H[SUHVVHG� FRQFHUQ� DERXW� WKH� TXDOLW\� RI� DQWKURSRORJ\�

when conducted in ‘our own backyard’ (vår egen bakgård�� RU� ‘at home’ (hjemlige 

strøk�� ��������+HU�DVVXPSWLRQ� LV� WKDW�RXU�KROLVWLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH� ILHOG�PD\�EH�

compromised because fieldwork ‘at home’ may deviate from ‘the more classical, 

Malinowskian ideals’ ���������� P\� WUDQVODWLRQ��� DQG� EHFDXVH� DQ� DQWKURSRORJLVW�

working ‘at home’ will not experience culture shock (which is apparently necessary) 

�+RZHOO�� ������������+RZHOO� KDV� EHHQ�PHW�ZLWK� FRXQWHU�DUJXPHQWV��PRVW�QRWDEO\� LQ�

WKH�YROXPH�HGLWHG�E\�5XJNnVD�DQG�7KRUVHQ� �������� LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�FRQWULEXWRUV��EDVHG�

RQ� WKHLU� GLYHUVH� DQG� H[WHQVLYH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� ILHOGZRUN� LQ�1RUZD\�� DUJXH� WKDW�PRUH�

than an issue of place, this is a matter of understanding ‘at home’ as compOH[� DQG�

PXOWLIDFHWHG�� WKXV� LW�EHFRPHV�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�PDQDJLQJ�GLVWDQFH� DQG�SUR[LPLW\� LQ� WKH�

field, not whether the anthropologist is ‘at home’ or not. Indeed, it may be that, 

precisely because anthropology ‘at home’ raises new methodological concerns, such 

VWXGLHV�ZLOO�EH�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW�RI�QHZ�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�GHYHORSPHQWV��:H�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�

come to terms with the anthropologist’s ambivalence in demarcating ‘physical as well 

as mental distance to analyse his or her fieldwork material ‘objectively’ and to write�

about it’ �+RUVW�� ��������� DQG� WKH� PHWKRGV� DQG� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI� WKLV� ZKHQ�

anthropology is conducted ‘at home’ or in a complex society. �

‘Living there’ is often considered central to the anthropological method. I did 

QRW�OLYH�LQ�$OQD�ERURXJK�GXULQJ�ILHOGZRUN��7KHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQO\�SURV�DQG�FRQV�WR�WKLV��

EXW�,�FDQQRW�VHH�WKDW�WKLV�KDV�JLYHQ�PH�OHVV�RU�PRUH�OLPLWHG�GDWD�RQ�WKH�LVVXHV�LQ�IRFXV��

DOWKRXJK� LW� PD\� KDYH� JLYHQ�PH� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI� GDWD�� $OVR�� EHFDXVH� WKH� ERURXJK�

VSDQV�VL[�0HWUR�VWRSV��LW�ZRXOG�EH�GLIIicult to determine exactly where ‘living there’ 

ZRXOG�EH��RU�LI�,�ZRXOG�necessarily EH�PRUH�DEOH�WR�UHODWH�WR�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�KDG�,�OLYHG�

LQ� WKH� ERURXJK�� 0RUHRYHU� DV� ,� DUJXH� EDVHG� RQ� HPSLULFDO� GDWD� �VHH� &KDSWHU� �����

                                                           
���7KH�ILOP�LV�FDOOHG�Forskere i felten��Researchers in the field,��������'LUHFWRU��$QGHUV�+¡JPRHQ���
���+RZHOO� GRHV� QRW� H[SODLQ�where WKLV� LV�� EXW� UDWKHU� IRFXVHV�RQ�ZKDW� VKH� ILQGV� WR�EH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�
FKDOOHQJHV� VXFK� DV� QRW� OLYLQJ�ZLWK� LQIRUPDQWV� RU� �KDYLQJ� WR�� OHDUQ� WKHLU� ODQJXDJH�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� QRW�
H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKH�FXOWXUH�VKRFN���
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EHORQJLQJ� LV� D� PDWWHU� RI� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� QRW� PHUHO\� UHVLGHQFH�� ,� KDYH� VRXJKW� WR�

SDUWLFLSDWH� DQG� EH� DFWLYH� DOVR� EH\RQG� ZKDW� KDV� VWULFWO\� EHHQ�P\� DUHD� RI� VWXG\�� IRU�

LQVWDQFH��,�KDYH�JRQH�IRU�ZDONV�LQ�$OQD��VSHQW�WLPH�DW�WKH�OLEUDU\�DQG�GRQH�P\�JURFHU\�

VKRSSLQJ�WKHUH���

.DWLQND�)U¡\VWDG�KDV�RXWOLQHG� WKUHH�SULQFLSOHV� IRU�GHILQLQJ� D� ILHOG��EDVHG�RQ�

WRSLF��QHWZRUNV��DOVR�WRSLF�EDVHG��DQG�JHRJUDSK\����������\YLQG�)XJOHUXG�DUJXHV�WKDW�

1RUZHJLDQ� DQWKURSRORJLVWV� DQG� VRFLRORJLVWV� KDYH� EHHQ� WRR� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK�

LQWHUSHUVRQDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ�DQG�KDYH�SDLG�WRR�OLWWOH�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�VSDWLDO�GLPHQVLRQV�VXFK�

DV�1RUZHJLDQ�VRFLHW\� DW� ODUJH�� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� VWUXFWXUHV�DQG� WKHLU� LPSOLFDWLRQV�DW� ORFDO�

OHYHOV�–�DOO�RI�ZKLFK�FRQWULEXWH� WR�VKDSLQJ�VRFLDO� LQWHUDFWLRQV� ����������� LQ�)DQJHQ��

����������.DUHQ�)RJ�2OZLJ�DQG�(YD�*XOO¡Y�QRWH�WKDW��EHFDXVH�DQWKURSRORJLVWV�KDYH�

been concerned with ‘groups of people’ living in a locality, less attention has been 

SDLG� WR� SODFH�FRQILQLQJ� DQG� �defining fieldwork; they question the ‘undisputed 

relationship between place and culture’ �����������

�

‘Groupism’ and ‘at home’ in a diverse place 
,Q�DQ�HWKQLFDOO\�GLYHUVH�FRPPXQLW\�VXFK�DV�$OQD��WKH�FRQFHSW�of ‘at home’ is clearly 

insufficient, because this perspective cannot account for people’s multiple 

geographical ‘homes’ and the many different ways in which�SHRSOH�IHHO�DW�KRPH��$V�

Gupta and Ferguson argue, ‘at home’ is founded on a logic of ‘the distinctiveness of 

societies, nations, and cultures…based upon a seemingly unproblematic division of 

space, on the fact that they (people) occupy ‘naturally’ discontinuous spaces’ 

��������. The fixity inherent in the concept of ‘at home’ thus becomes not merely 

VXSHUIOXRXV�DQG�RXWGDWHG��EXW�DOVR�REVFXUHV�HWKQRJUDSKLF�GHSWK�DQG�GHWDLO��$V�VHYHUDO�

DUWLFOHV�LQ�D�VSHFLDO�LVVXH�RI�Identities�show, the ‘diversity turn’ has DOVR�RSHQHG�XS�IRU�

DQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� EHORQJLQJ� DW� WKH� ORFDO� OHYHO� UDWKHU� WKDQ�� RU� DV� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\�

GLUHFWO\� FRQQHFWHG� WR�� WKH� QDWLRQDO� OHYHO�� DQG� WKH� IRUPHU� LV� PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� IRU�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�GLYHUVLW\��%HUJ�	�6LJRQD�������������2OZLJ�VWDWHV�WKDW�

WKH� WXUQ� WRZDUGV� GLYHUVLW\� RSHQV� XS� IRU� WKH� VWXG\� RI� UHODWLRQV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� HQWLWLHV�

�������� DQG� 0HLVVQHU� DQG� 9HUWRYHF� DUJXH� WKDW� VXSHU�GLYHUVLW\� QHFHVVLWDWHV� D�

methodological shift away from the ‘ethno�focal lens’ ����������

)RFXVLQJ� RQ� DQ� HWKQLF� JURXS�PD\� VHUYH� WR� IL[� ERXQGDULHV� DQG� UHLI\� FXOWXUH�

�%DXPDQQ������������&HUWDLQO\�� WDNLQJ�JURXSV�DQG�ERXQGDULHV�RI�JURXSV� IRU�JUDQWHG�
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DQG� UHVWULFWLQJ� RXU� UHVHDUFK� VROHO\� WR� HWKQLF� JURXSV� OLPLWV� RXU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH�

FRPSOH[�UHODWLRQV�WKDW�SHRSOH�HQJDJH�LQ��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��E\�not H[DPLQLQJ�HWKQLF�

RU� RWKHU� JURXSV�� DQG� WKH�ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� HWKQLFLW\� LV�PDGH� WR�PDWWHU� WKURXJK� VRFLDO�

LQWHUDFWLRQV�� ZH� PD\� PLVV� RXW� RQ� HWKQRJUDSKLF� GHSWK� DQG� G\QDPLFV� LQ� VWXGLHV� RI�

SRZHU�UHODWLRQV��,Q�P\�UHVHDUFK��WKH�IRFXV�RQ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�KDV�EHHQ�IUXLWIXO�

LQ� DW� OHDVW� WKUHH� ZD\V�� )LUVWO\�� LW� HQDEOHV� D� PRUH� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ� RI�

JRYHUQLQJ� SUDFWLFHV� WKURXJK�ZKLFK� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV�� DV� D� JRYHUQLQJ� VWUDWHJ\��

UHO\�RQ�HWKQLF�PDUNHUV��RIWHQ�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�RWKHU�PDUNHUV��VHH�&KDSWHUV���DQG�����

6HFRQGO\��DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��P\�UHVHDUFK�WRSLF�–�FKLOG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�–�GHPDQGV��DW�

least within the limited framework of a PhD project), that the researcher’s resources LV�

IRFXVHG� RQ� RQH� SDUWLFXODU� HWKQLF� JURXS� LQ� RUGHU� WR� JDLQ� DFFHVV� WR� FORVH�� SHUVRQDO�

SUDFWLFHV�� DQG� LQ�GHSWK� HPSLULFDO� NQRZOHGJH�� 7KLUGO\�� LW� KDV� RSHQHG� XS� IRU� D�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�WKHVH�SUDFWLFHV��HYHQ�DV�WKH\�RFFXU�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�ORFDOLW\���

,PSRUWDQWO\, care must be taken not to take ‘eWKQLF�boundaries’ for granted, RU�

WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�FDVWLQJ�WKHVH�in stone. In institutional arenas ‘groupness’ emerges as a 

YDULDEOH� –� ‘not a constant; it cannot be presupposed’ �%UXEDNHU�� ��������� DQG� FDUH�

PXVW� EH� WDNHQ� so that ‘groups’ are not explored as sinJOH� HQWLWLHV� ZLWK� FRPPRQ�

LQWHUHVWV� DQG� ZLWKRXW� LQWHUQDO� YDULDWLRQV�� :KLOH� DFFHSWLQJ� WKH� H[LVWHQFH� RI� HWKQLF�

JURXSV��,�HPSKDVLVH�WKDW�WKHLU�UHOHYDQFH�LV�VRFLDO�DQG�UHODWLRQDO��DQG�FRPH�WR�PDWWHU�LQ�

GLIIHUHQW� VLWXDWLRQV� DQG� LQWHUDFWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� SHRSOH� WKDW� KDYH� XQHTXDO� DFFHVV� WR�

UHVRXUFHV� WR�GHILQH�ZKLFK�VRFLDO�PDUNHUV�DUH�PDGH� WR�PDWWHU� LQ�D�JLYHQ�FRQWH[W��$V�

PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU��WKH�PDUNHU�RI�HWKQLFLW\�PXVW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�RQO\�

RQH�RI�PDQ\�LQWHUVHFWLQJ�PDUNHUV�RI�VLPLODULW\�DQG�GLIIHUHQFH��LQWHUVHFWLQJ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�

ZD\V�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�FRQWH[WV��+HQFH��Jroups ‘exist from a certain point of view, but from 

another point of view they vanish’ �(ULNVHQ�� ����D��������:KHQ� WKH\� DUH�PDGH� WR�

H[LVW��DQG�KRZ��LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�HPSLULFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ���

�

Transnational homes and fields 
7KH�IDPLO\�UHPDLQV�VLJQLILFDQW�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��,W�RIIHUV�FRPIRUW�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�

help and ‘constitutes a social environment where people can attain social recognition 

and assert their social identity in a foreign society’ �2OZLJ�� �����������

6LPXOWDQHRXVO\�� NHHSLQJ� FORVH� FRQWDFW� ZLWK� IDPLO\� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\� RI� HPLJUDWLRQ�

WKURXJK� WKH� ,QWHUQHW� YLD� 6N\SH�� )DFH7LPH� DQG� )DFHERRN�� DQG� FKHDS� SKRQH� FDOOV�
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�9HUWRYHF��������PDNHV�WKH�KRPH�D�G\QDPLF�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKH�YDULRXV�EUDQFKHV�RI�WKH�

IDPLO\�OLYLQJ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�SODFHV�FDQ�FRQQHFW��:KHQ�,�YLVLW�IDPLOLHV�LQ�$OQD��WKHUH�DUH�

RIWHQ� SKRQH� FDOOV� IURP� UHODWLYHV� 3DNLVWDQ�� RU� D� FRXVLQ� RU� D� PRWKHU� VKRZLQJ� XS� RQ�

)DFH7LPH�� ,Q� RQH� H[WHQGHG� KRPH� ,� RIWHQ� YLVLWHG�� D� VRQ� ZKR� ZDV� VWXG\LQJ� DEURDG�

DSSHDUHG�RQ�WKH�IDPLO\�79�VFUHHQ��FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�FRPSXWHU��D�IHZ�HYHQLQJV�HYHU\�

week, ‘surrounded’ by his family in Oslo. ‘It is almost as if he is here’, his sister says. 

$OO�LPPLJUDQW�KRXVHKROGV���,�KDYH�YLVLWHG�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�3DNLVWDQL�79��W\SLFDOO\��WKH�

PHQ� IROORZ� WKH� FULFNHW� RU� QHZV�� DQG� WKH� ZRPHQ� ZDWFK� 3DNLVWDQL� RU� ,QGLDQ� VRDS�

operas. The youngsters, however, often watch Norwegian children’s TV or 

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�79�FKDQQHOV�VXFK�DV�&DUWRRQ�1HWZRUN��2QO\�RQFH�RU�WZLFH�KDYH�,�FRPH�

DFURVV�FKLOGUHQ�ZDWFKLQJ�FKLOGUHQ’s programmes on Aljazeera or a Pakistani channel. 

+RZHYHU�� FKLOGUHQ� WRR� DUH� DFWLYH� LQ� WKHVH� YLUWXDO� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� ILHOGV��ZKLFK� GR� QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\�LQFOXGH�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��)RU�LQVWDQFH��DW�WKH�ZHHNHQG��,VPDLO�DQG�

KLV�ILYH�\HDU�ROG�VRQ�)DKDG�ZDWFK�FULFNHW�WRJHWKHU�IRU�KRXUV�RQ�3DNLVWDQL�VDWHOOLWH�79�

while they Skype with Malik, Ismail’s brother, and his son Aayaan, who live in 

$XVWULD�� 7KH\�ZDWFK� WKH� FULFNHW�PDWFK� RQ� 79�� DQG� WKURXJK� 6N\SH� GLVFXVV� LW� ZKLOH�

watching it ‘together’. Through these elecWURQLF� GHYLFHV� DQG� WKH� ,QWHUQHW�� GLIIHUHQW�

SODFHV� DQG� WLPHV�PHUJH� LQ�QHZ�ZD\V� DQG� WKURXJK�FRPPRQ� LQWHUHVWV�� DQG�D� IRUP�RI�

FRQWLQXLW\� LV� HVWDEOLVKHG� WKURXJK� QHZ� IRUPV� RI� VRFLDO� LQWHUDFWLRQV� DFURVV� QDWLRQDO�

ERXQGDULHV��

,QWHQVLW\�LQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�HQJDJHPHQW�YDULHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�VWDJHV�RI�

WKH�OLIH�FRXUVH��VHH�DOVR�/HYLWW�	�:DWHUV������E���0DQ\�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�UHSRUW�WKDW�

WKHLU�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�HQJDJHPHQW�LQWHQVLILHG�DIWHU�WKH\�EHFDPH�SDUHQWV��)RU�WKRVH�RI�P\�

DGXOW�LQIRUPDQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�EURXJKW�XS�LQ�1RUZD\��KROLGD\V�DQG�ORQJHU�VWD\V�

VSDQQLQJ� \HDUV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�ZHUH� D� FHQWUDO� HOHPHQW� RI� WKHLU� FKLOGKRRGV��0DQ\� VKDUH�

ZLWK� PH� IRQG� PHPRULHV� RI� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� ZLWK� IDPLO\�� SOD\LQJ� ZLWK� FRXVLQV� DQG�

QHLJKERXUV��WKH�IUHHGRP�RI�PRYHPHQW�LQ�ORFDO�DOOH\V�DQG�ILHOGV��RU�JDUGHQV�LQ�IDPLO\�

FRPSRXQGV��+RZHYHU��ZKLOH�VKRUW�KROLGD\�YLVLWV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�UHPHPEHUHG�DV�SRVLWLYH�

H[SHULHQFHV��PHPRULHV�RI�ORQJ�WHUP�VWD\V�DUH�PRUH�GLIILFXOW�IRU�WKH�ILYH�RI�P\�WZHOYH�

1RUZHJLDQ�ERUQ� LQIRUPDQW� PRWKHUV� ZKR� VSHQW� PRUH� WKDQ� WZR� FRQVHFXWLYH� \HDUV�

�UDQJH�� �� WR� ��� \HDUV�� RXWVLGH� RI� 1RUZD\� ZKHQ� WKH\� ZHUH� FKLOGUHQ�� )RXU� RI� WKHP�

DWWHQGHG�VFKRRO�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��RQH�ZDV�OHIW�EHKLQG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�ZLWK�UHODWLYHV��RQH�ZDV�DW�

                                                           
���,�GHILQH�WKLV�ORRVHO\�DV�D�KRXVHKROG�ZKHUH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�PHPEHU�LV�DQ�LPPLJUDQW���
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ERDUGLQJ� VFKRRO� ZKLOH� WKH� SDUHQWV� UHWXUQHG� WR� 1RUZD\�� DQG� WZR� �VLEOLQJV�� ZHUH�

DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�WKHLU�PRWKHU�DQG�RQH�\RXQJHU�VLEOLQJ�ZKLOH�WKHLU�IDWKHU�UHPDLQHG�LQ�

1RUZD\�� $QRWKHU� LQIRUPDQW� DWWHQGHG� VFKRRO� IRU� VHYHUDO� \HDUV� LQ� DQRWKHU� 0XVOLP�

FRXQWU\�� )RU� DOO� RI� WKHP�� WKLV�ZDV� D� WUDXPDWLF� H[SHULHQFH�� )RXU� RXW� RI� WKH� ILYH� DUH�

DGDPDQW�WKDW�WKH\�GR�QRW�ZLVK�WKH�VDPH�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGUHQ��VHH�&KDSWHU�����

,�P\VHOI�KDYH�YLVLWHG�3DNLVWDQ� WZLFH�� WKUHH�ZHHNV� LQ�)HEUXDU\������DQG� WZR�

ZHHNV�LQ�$XJXVW�������7KH�ILUVW�WULS�FDPH�DERXW�DIWHU�DQ�LQIRUPDQW�WROG�PH�WKDW�WKH\�

ZRXOG�EH�YLVLWLQJ�IDPLO\�LQ�D�YLOODJH�RXWVLGH�.KDULDQ�IRU�D�IHZ�PRQWKV��7KLV�SURYLGHG�

PH�ZLWK�D�SUHWH[W��DQG�,�DUUDQJHG�WR�PHHW�WKHP�LQ�WKH�3XQMDEL�YLOODJH��DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�

WLPH�DUUDQJHG�WR�PHHW�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�RI�WZR�RWKHU�LQIRUPDQWV�IURP�$OQD�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��

,� VWD\HG� ZLWK� RQH� RI� WKHVH� IDPLOLHV� IRU� RQH� ZHHN� LQ� *XMUDW� WRZQ�� DQG� YLVLWHG� WKH�

PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�RWKHU�IDPLO\�LQ�,VODPDEDG�DQG�WZR�RWKHU�3XQMDEL�WRZQV��,Q�3XQMDE��,�

XVHG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*XMUDW�JXHVWKRXVH�DV�D�EDVH�IURP�ZKLFK�WR�YLVLW�WKHVH�IDPLOLHV��

+HUH�� ,� DOVR�PHW�ZLWK� VWXGHQWV� DQG� VWDII�� RQ� FDPSXV� DQG� LQ� WKHLU� KRPHV�� )LQDOO\�� ,�

LQWHUYLHZHG� WZR�J\QDHFRORJLVWV� LQ�*XMUDW� DQG�:D]LUDEDG�DERXW� IDPLO\�SODQQLQJ�DQG�

UHSURGXFWLYH�LVVXHV�����

0\�VHFRQG�WULS�WR�3DNLVWDQ�ZDV�WR�.DUDFKL�LQ�6LQGK�SURYLQFH��,�WUDYHOOHG�ZLWK�D�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� IDPLO\� DQG� OLYHG�ZLWK� WKHP� DQG� WKHLU� UHODWLYHV� LQ� DQ� H[WHQGHG�

household. The occasion for the trip was the marriage of an informant’s brother, so 

WKH� KRXVH�ZDV� ILOOHG�ZLWK� UHODWLYHV� IURP�1RUZD\� DQG�RWKHU�(XURSHDQ� FRXQWULHV� WKDW�

KDG� FRPH� WR� FHOHEUDWH� WKH� ZHGGLQJ�� ,� VSHQW� WKH� ILQDO� ZHHN� RI� 5DPDGDQ� ZLWK� WKH�

IDPLO\�� IDVWHG� ZLWK� WKHP�� DQG� FHOHEUDWHG� (LG� ZLWK� WKHP�� 7KHVH� WULSV� WR� 3DNLVWDQ�

SURYLGHG� XVHIXO� LQVLJKWV� LQWR� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� DQG� GHHSHQHG� P\�

UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�WKRVH�,�WUDYHOOHG�ZLWK�DQG�YLVLWHG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��$GGLWLRQDOO\��LW�DOVR�

GHHSHQHG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�LQ�1RUZD\�ZKRP�,�NQHZ�PRUH�

JHQHUDOO\�� EHFDXVH� WKH\� IHOW� LQFUHDVHG� UHVSHFW� IRU� P\� XQGHUWDNLQJ� WKH� MRXUQH\�� DQG�

because we had become more ‘similar’ –� KDG� YLVLWHG� WKH� VDPH� SODFHV�� HDWHQ� DW� WKH�

VDPH�UHVWDXUDQWV��VHHQ�WKH�VDPH�SRYHUW\��DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�VDPH�WUDIILF�FKDRV���

�

Positionality: Beyond dichotomies  
3RVLWLRQDOLW\� LV� IRUPHG� ZKHQ� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU� LV� VLWXDWHG� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� VXEMHFWV� RI�

UHVHDUFK� �0HUULDP� HW� DO��� ����������� 5HIOHFWLQJ� XSRQ� SRVLWLRQDOLW\� LV� LPSHUDWLYH��

because ‘a researcher’s characteristics affect both substantive and practical aspects of 
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WKH� UHVHDUFK� SURFHVV� –� IURP� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� TXHVWLRQV� WKDW� DUH� DVNHG�� WKURXJK� GDWD�

FROOHFWLRQ�� DQDO\VLV� DQG� ZUiting, to how findings are received’ �&DUOLQJ�� (UGDO� 	�

(]]DWL����������. As Erving Goffman put it: ‘A status, a position, a social place is not 

D� PDWHULDO� WKLQJ�� WR� EH� SRVVHVVHV� DQG� WKHQ� GLVSOD\HG�� LW� LV� D� SDWWHUQ� RI� DSSURSULDWH�

FRQGXFW�� FRKHUHQW�� HPEHOOLVKHG�� DQG� ZHOO� articulated’ �����>����@������ 7KH� H[DFW�

HQPHVKPHQWV� LQ� WKLV� SDWWHUQ�� ,� DUJXH�� DUH� VLWXDWLRQDO�� /RQJ�WHUP� ILHOGZRUN� DQG� D�

SURFHVVXDO� YLHZ� RQ� SRVLWLRQDOLW\� FDQ� JLYH� WKH� DQWKURSRORJLVW� DQG� KHU� LQIRUPDQWV�

VHFRQG�DQG�WKLUG�FKDQFHV�DW�PDQDJLQJ�PDUNHUV�RI�SRVLWLRQDOLW\��DV�ZHOO�DV�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�

D�PRUH�PXOWLGLPHQVLRQDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHVHDUFKHU�DQG�WKRVH�UHVHDUFKHG��

2I� FRXUVH��ZH� DUH� QRW� DOZD\V� DEOH� WR� FRQWURO�ZKLFK�PDUNHUV� DUH�PDGH� WR�PDWWHU� LQ�

ZKLFK�VLWXDWLRQ��DV�ZH�GR�QRW�SODFH�DOO�WKHVH�FRRUGLQDWHV�RXUVHOYHV���

.QRZOHGJH� PXVW� EH� JURXQGHG� DV situated�� DFFRXQWLQJ� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� IRU�

positionings and a ‘non�QRQVHQVH�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�IDLWKIXO�DFFRXQWV�RI�D�“real” world’ 

�+DUDZD\�� ����������� 3RVLWLRQLQJ� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� RQH� GRHV�� QRW� VRPHWKLQJ� RQH� LV��

6WUDWHJLFDOO\�� ZH� FRQFHDO� FHUWDLQ� PDUNHUV� DQG� HPSKDVLVH� RWKHUV� LQ� WKH� SURFHVV� RI�

PDQDJLQJ� LPSUHVVLRQV� �*RIIPDQ�� ����>����@��� VHHNLQJ� UHVRQDQFH� E\� HPSKDVLVLQJ�

personal qualities and a ‘shared human experience’ with our informants �:LNDQ��

������ ����������� ,Q� gaining and understanding ‘culturally appropriate knowledge’ 

�/LDPSXWWRQJ���������, we can identify common grounds and gain access to subjects’ 

H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�OLIH�ZRUOGV��&XOWXUDO�FRPSHWHQFH�LV�D�SUHUHTXLVLWH�IRU�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�

UHVHDUFK��EXW�D�FHUWDLQ�FOXPVLQHVV�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�UHVHDUFKHU�FDQ�DOVR�VHUYH�WR�OHVVHQ�

WKH� GLVWDQFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU� DQG� WKRVH� UHVHDUFKHG� �)DQJHQ�� ���������� ,Q� D�

diverse context such as Alna, there is no singular ‘culturally appropriate knowledge’. 

5DWKHU��YDULRXV�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VRFLDO�FRGHV�FR�H[LVW��LI�QRW�HTXDOO\��

:KLOH� LQYHVWLJDWLQJ� WKH� QDWXUH� DQG� NLQG� RI� FR�H[LVWHQFH� RI� WKHVH� LV� DQ� HPSLULFDO�

SURMHFW��LW�LV�DOVR�D�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�FRQFHUQ��GHPDQGLQJ�DFWLYH�QHJRWLDWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW�

NLQGV�RI�FXOWXUDO��DQG�RWKHU��FRPSHWHQFHV�LQ�LQWHUDFWLRQV�ZLWK�LQIRUPDQWV��+DYLQJ�EHHQ�

LQ�3DNLVWDQ��NQRZLQJ�VRPH�8UGX��OHDUQLQJ�WR�GUHVV��PRYH�and eat ‘appropriately’ have 

all given me ‘credibility’ among Norwegian�3DNLVWDQLV�� EXW� DOVR� PRUH� JHQHUDOO\�

DPRQJ�SHRSOH�RI�LPPLJUDQW�EDFNJURXQGV��ZKR�KDYH�VHHQ�WKDW�,�PDNH�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�VHHN�

inclusion�DQG�QRW�integration��VHH�&KDSWHU������

,Q�D�UHFHQW�DUWLFOH��&DUOLQJ�DQG�FROOHDJXHV��������TXHVWLRQ�WKH�LQVLGHU�RXWVLGHU�

GLYLGH� LQ� PLJUDWLRQ� UHVHDUFK� E\� QRWLQJ� VHYHUDO� K\EULG� SRVLWLRQV� WKURXJK� ZKLFK�

UHVHDUFKHU�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�WDNH�RQ�GLIIHUHQW�PHDQLQJV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�VRFLDO�FRQWH[WV��7KH�
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divide they question is comparable to divides like ‘anthropology at home/not at home’ 

GLVFXVVHG�DERYH��6LPLODUO\�� LQ� WKH�HDUO\�����V��.LULQ�1DUD\DQ� �������FKDOOHQJHG� WKH�

division between ‘native’ and ‘foreign’ anthropologists, arguing that, just as we 

UHFRJQLVH�WKDW�D�FXOWXUH�LV�QRW�KRPRJHQHRXV�DQG�HYHU\�VRFLHW\�LV�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG��VR�WRR�

PXVW�ZH�YLHZ�WKH�DQWKURSRORJLVW��+HQFH�WKH�LQVLGHU�RXWVLGHU�UROHV�DUH�QRW�SURGXFWV�RI�

the researcher’s status characteristics as such, but ‘of the particular situation in which 

the given fieldwork takes place’ �.XVRZ�������������

&DUOLQJ�DQG�FROOHDJXHV�GLYLGH�PDUNHUV�LQIOXHQFLQJ�LQVLGHU�RXWVLGHU�VWDWXV� LQWR�

FDWHJRULHV��EHLQJ�DUFKHW\SLFDO��DSSDUHQW�WR�LQIRUPDQWV�RU�QRW��SRVVLEOH�IRU�UHVHDUFKHUV�

WR� DGDSW� LQ� WKH� ILHOG� RU� QRW�� DQG� ZKHWKHU� UHVHDUFKHUV� FDQ� FKRRVH� ZKHWKHU� WR�

FRPPXQLFDWH� WKH�PDUNHU� RU� QRW�–�or, in Goffman’s terms, front (façade, fixed) and 

SHUIRUPDQFH��DFWLYLW\�������>����@���(DFK�RI�WKH�PDUNHUV��LQFOXGLQJ��EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�

WR�� JHQGHU�� RFFXSDWLRQ�� SDUHQWKRRG�� YLVLEOH� SUHJQDQF\�� ODQJXDJH� VNLOOV�� PLJUDWLRQ�

H[SHULHQFH� DQG� UHOLJLRQ�� LV� FODVVLILHG� DV� FRQWH[W�VSHFLILF� RU� QRW� �&DUOLQJ� HW� DO���

���������� ,�ZLOO� QRW� GLVFXVV� WKLV� WKRURXJK� IUDPHZRUN� LQ� DQ\�GHWDLO� KHUH�� EXW� VLPSO\�

SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WR�PRYH�EH\RQG�D�GLFKRWRPRXV�DSSURDFK�WR�SRVLWLRQDOLW\��DQG�

EH\RQG�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHVHDUFKHU�DQG�WKH�VXEMHFW�V��

RI� UHVHDUFK� LV� HVWDEOLVKHG� RQFH� DQG� RQFH� RQO\� GXULQJ� UHVHDUFK�� 7KLV� LV� SDUWLFXODUO\�

LPSRUWDQW�LQ�D�GLYHUVH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VHWWLQJV��IRU�WZR�UHODWHG�UHDVRQV��

)LUVWO\�� UHVHDUFKHUV� PXVW� KDYH� D� FRQVFLRXV� UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� WKH� NLQG� RI� SRZHU�

LQHTXDOLWLHV� WKDW� H[LVW� LQ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� VSDFHV�� DQG� WKH� IRUP� WKLV� WDNHV� LQ� SUDFWLFH��

6HFRQGO\�� ZKHQ� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU� DQG� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV� EHORQJ� WR� WKH� PDMRULW\�

SRSXODWLRQ��DQG� WKH�PDLQ� LQIRUPDQWV� �KHUH��SDUHQWV��JHQHUDOO\�GR�QRW�� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU�

PXVW�UHIOHFW�RQ�ZKDW�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�IRUP�RI�LQHTXDOLW\�PD\�KDYH�IRU�FRQVHQW�DQG�

WKH�NLQG�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�REWDLQHG��DQG�ZK\���

�

Positions: Vertical/horizontal and spatial/temporal  
$QWKURSRORJLVWV� KDYH� IUHTXHQWO\� XVHG� WKH� ZRUN� RI� VRFLRORJLVW� (UYLQJ� *RIIPDQ� WR�

H[SODLQ�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�PDQDJH�IURQW��DQG�EDFN�VWDJH��and anthropologists’ 

own access to these. Few, however, have used Goffman’s concept of impression 

management�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�SRVLWLRQDOLW\�RI�DQWKURSRORJLVWV��$�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�

%HUUHPDQ��ZULWLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�DJR���������,�ILQd Goffman’s approach useful 

in reflecting on positionality because impression management and guarding one’s 
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own ‘back stage’ is continuous work also for the fieldworker, not only for the subjects 

RI� VWXG\�� :H� DOO� QHHG� WR� H[HUW� VHOI�FRQWURO� DQG� VHOI�UHIOHFWLRQ� LQ� PDQDJLQJ�

impressions, ‘accentuating certain facts and concealing others’ �*RIIPDQ��

����>����@������ LQ�ZRUNLQJ� WR� HVWDEOLVK� UHVRQDQFH� E\� HPSKDVLVLQJ� VLPLODULWLHV�� DQG�

VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�IOLS�VLGH��GLIIHUHQFHV��7KLV�QHJRWLDWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQFH�DQG�

VLPLODULW\� DVVXPHV� DQ� D[LV� RI� YHUWLFDO� DQG� KRUL]RQWDO�� UHVSHFWLYHO\�� ZKHUH� WKH�

UHVHDUFKHU��E\�PDQDJLQJ� LPSUHVVLRQV�� VHHNV� WR�PDNH�KRUL]RQWDO� VLPLODULW\�RXW�RI� WKH�

YHUWLFDO�GLIIHUHQFH���

3RVLWLRQDOLW\� DOVR� HQWDLOV� VSDWLDO� DQG� WHPSRUDO� GLPHQVLRQV�� 5HVHDUFKHU�

SRVLWLRQDOLW\� LV� VSDWLDO� LQ� WKDW� LW� LV� VKDSHG� E\� where� DQG� LQ� ZKLFK� FRQWH[W� WKH�

LQWHUSHUVRQDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RFFXUV��)RU�H[DPSOH��SDUHQWV�WROG�PH�GLIIHUHQW�WKLQJV�LQ�

LQVWLWXWLRQDO��SXEOLF�DQG�SULYDWH�VHWWLQJV��LI�ZH�ZHUH�DORQH�RU�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI�RWKHUV��

7KH� VSDWLDO� GLPHQVLRQ�KDV� LPSOLFDWLRQV� IRU� WKH�NLQGV�RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WKDW� LQIRUPDQWV�

VKDUH�ZLWK�XV��3UR[LPLW\�DQG�GLVWDQFH�DUH�QHJRWLDWHG�WKURXJK�WLPH��%RWK�WKH�UHVHDUFKHU�

DQG�UHVHDUFK�VXEMHFWV�PD\�FKRRVH�WR�NHHS�FHUWDLQ�DWWULEXWHV�KLGGHQ�DW�ILUVW��GLVFORVLQJ�

WKHP� ODWHU� DV� UHODWLRQVKLSV� RI� WUXVW� DUH� GHYHORSHG� WKURXJK� WKH� SURJUHVVLRQ� RI�

fieldwork. This management is based on our ‘passing theories’ �'DYLGVRQ� ������ LQ�

:LNDQ�� ������ DERXW� KRZ� ZH� WKLQN� WKDW� RXU� VXEMHFWV� RI� UHVHDUFK� PD\� UHDFW� WR� RXU�

SHUVRQDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�–�EDVHG�RQ�KRZ�ZH�VHH�WKHLUV��2I�FRXUVH��RXU�SDVVLQJ�WKHRULHV�

PD\�EH�PLVWDNHQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��IRU�\HDUV�,�GHOLEHUDWHO\�GLG�QRW�PHQWLRQ�WR�DQ\RQH�WKDW�

P\� WZR�FKLOGUHQ�KDG�GLIIHUHQW� IDWKHUV��EHFDXVH� ,�ZDV�ZRUULHG�DERXW�EHLQJ�VHHQ�DV�D�

‘loose’ NorwHJLDQ�ZRPDQ��,Q�WKH�HQG��ZKHQ�,�WROG�$]UD��WKLV�ZDV�QRW�DQ�LVVXH�DW�DOO�–�

DQG� VKH� KDG� SUREDEO\� JXHVVHG� LW� ORQJ� DJR�� /LNHZLVH�� ,� IRXQG� WKDW� SHRSOH�� IHDULQJ�

VWLJPDWLVDWLRQ�� RIWHQ� ZDLWHG� WR� UHYHDO� WKLQJV� WR� PH� –� IRU� LQVWDQFH� WKDW� WKH\� ZHUH�

PDUULHG�WR�WKHLU�FRXVLQV��DV�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�$]UD��

,�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�RI�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�KDYLQJ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DV�HQWU\�SRLQWV��EXW�WKLV�

DSSURDFK�DOVR�HQWDLOV�FKDOOHQJHV��OLNH�WKH�ULVN�RI�EHFRPLQJ�DVVRFLDWHG�WRR�FORVHO\�ZLWK�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�RI�SRZHU��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�FRXOG�PDNH�LW�PRUH�GLIILFXOW�

IRU� SDUHQWV� WR� GHFOLQH� WR� WDNH� SDUW� LQ� WKH� VWXG\��$V� DQ� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ� UHVHDUFKHU�

ZLWK�XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ��,�VHHP�PRUH�VLPLODU�WR�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZLWK�

WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� WKDQ� WR� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� ,� NQRZ�� +HQFH�� LQ� WKH�

3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV��ERWK�SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�RIWHQ�H[SHFWHG�PH�WR�

‘side with’ majority professionals. �
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7KLV� ZDV� OHVV� VR� LQ� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� ZKHUH� WKH� SDUHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO�

UHODWLRQ�ZDV�OHVV�ULJLG�RU�KLHrarchical. Expecting ‘similarity’, professionals sought to 

GUDZ�RQ�P\�NQRZOHGJH� LQ� FRQVXOWDWLRQV�� DQG� LQ�JURXSV�DVNHG�PH�TXHVWLRQV� VXFK�DV�

KRZ�DQG�ZKHQ� ,� LQWURGXFHG�P\� WRGGOHU� WR� VROLGV�� RU�� ‘Perhaps you, Ida, can tell us 

about the additives in suntan lotion? Which brand do you use for your son, for 

example?’�$FFRUGLQJO\��P\�SRVLWLRQLQJ�ZDV�QRW�PHUHO\�D�UHVRXUFH�,�PDQDJHG�IRU my�

EHQHILW��SURIHVVLRQDOV�DOVR�VRXJKW�WR�PDQDJH�WKLV�IRU�their�EHQHILW��,�VHQVH�WKDW�KHDOWK�

YLVLWRUV� XQGHUVWRRG� WKDW� ,� KDG� GHYHORSHG� UDSSRUW� ZLWK� SDUHQWV�� RU� WKDW� ,� IRXQG� WKLV�

UHODWLYHO\� HDV\� WR� GR�� DQG� WKDW� SDUHQWV� ZHUH� WKHUHIRUH� OLNHO\� WR� LQWHUQDOLVH� P\�

LQIRUPDWLRQ� RU� DGYLFH�� 6RPHWLPHV� ,� H[SHULHQFHG� WKLV� DV� DOPRVW� PDQLSXODWLYH�� ZLWK�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�XVLQJ�PH�DV�D�GRRU�RSHQHU�WR�UHDFK�SDUHQWV�–�EXW�WKHQ��,�WRR�XVHG�WKHP�DV�

GRRU�RSHQHUV�WR�UHDFK�SDUHQWV���

,Q�WKHVH�VLWXDWLRQV��,�XVXDOO\�IUDPHG�P\�DQVZHUV�LQ�JHQHUDO�WHUPV�DQG�VSRNH�RI�

my own or others’ varied experiences instead of presenting ‘facts’, and I always urged 

LQIRUPDQWV� WR� GRXEOH�FKHFN� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV� ODWHU�� 7KDW� VWUDWHJ\� GLG� QRW� DOZD\V�

VXFFHHG�� 2QH� PRWKHU� ZKR� ZDV� ERUQ� DQG� EURXJKW� XS� LQ� 1RUZD\� EXW� KDG� OLPLWHG�

NQRZOHGJH�DERXW� IRUPDO� LQVWLWXWLRQV� LQ�1RUZD\� WROG�PH� WKDW� VKH�ZDV�DIUDLG� WKDW�KHU�

husband would ‘take the children’ from her LQ� WKH� GLYRUFH� SURFHHGLQJV� WKH\� KDG�

instigated. I shared with her some examples of acquaintances’ ways of reaching 

DJUHHPHQW� DERXW� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� VLPLODU� VLWXDWLRQV�� ZKLFK� VHHPHG� WR� LQFUHDVH� KHU�

FRQILGHQFH��$�ZHHN�ODWHU�VKH�FDOOHG�PH�WR�WKDQN�IRU�WKH�DGYLFH��DQG�WR�WHOO�PH�WKDW�KHU�

and her husband had now signed an agreement with a lawyer where they had ‘agreed 

to do it exactly like you told us to do, Ida’. �

,Q� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� VSDFHV�� ,� VRXJKW� WR�GRZQSOD\�P\�VWDWXV�DV�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ��

ZKLFK� ,� VKDUHG� ZLWK� QHDUO\� DOO� SURIHVVLRQDOV�� 5DWKHU�� ,� HPSKDVLVHG� P\� RZQ� SDVW�

H[SHULHQFHV� DV� DQ� LPPLJUDQW� DQG� RI� UDLVLQJ� D� FKLOG� LQ� DQ� HWKQLFDOO\� GLYHUVH� FRQWH[W�

�P\�ROGHVW�FKLOG��LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD��� ,Q�HPSKDVLVLQJ�WKLV�NLQG�RI�VLPLODULW\��,�KRSHG�WR�

RSHQ�XS�IRU�D�PRUH�KRUL]RQWDO�GLDORJXH��$W� WLPHV�P\�VWUDWHJ\�ZRUNHG��DV�ZKHQ�RQH�

3DNLVWDQL�born informant spoke of me as ‘more Pakistani’ than her sister�LQ�ODZ�� D�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�ZKR�ZDV�PDUULHG� WR� KHU� EURWKHU�� 7KH� EDVLV� IRU� KHU� FRQFOXVLRQ�

ZDV�KHU�REVHUYDWLRQV�RI�PH�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK� WKHLU� IDPLO\� LQ�3DNLVWDQ��ZKHUH�VKH�KDG�
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noticed that I was ‘not so concerned with privacy’ as she knew other Europeans to be, 

LQFOXGLQJ�KHU�VLVWHU�LQ�ODZ�����

,Q� PRYLQJ� EH\RQG� GLFKRWRPRXV� LQVLGHU�RXWVLGHU�� XV�WKHP� DQG�

PLQRULW\�PDMRULW\� GLYLGHV�� UHVHDUFKHUV�PXVW� GUDZ� RQ� RWKHU� RU� DGGLWLRQDO�PDUNHUV� RI�

VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HVWDEOLVK�UHVRQDQFH��)RU�PH��PDUNHUV�WKDW�KDYH�

LQIOXHQFHG�DFFHVV� WR�DUHQDV�DQG�UHVRQDQFH�ZLWK�LQIRUPDQWV�DUH�P\�ZRPDQ���PRWKHU��

DQG� ZLIHKRRG�� DV� ZHOO� DV� P\� PRUH� YLVLEOH� SRVLWLRQ� DV� DQ� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ�� 0\�

SDUHQWKRRG�KDV�EHHQ�D�FHQWUDO�PDUNHU�GXH�WR�P\�VSHFLILF�UHVHDUFK�WRSLF��DQG�P\�HWKQLF�

PDMRULW\� VWDWXV� ZDV� SDUWLFXODUO\� UHOHYDQW� LQ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� FRQWH[WV�� 0\� JHQGHU� DQG�

‘whiteness’ are obvious to everyone, but the wa\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHVH�KDYH�FRPH�WR�PDWWHU�

DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�,�KDYH�XVHG�WKHP�KDYH�YDULHG��%HLQJ�D�ZRPDQ�KDV�JLYHQ�PH�

access to feminine spheres, but being a white ‘other’ woman also enabled (or allowed) 

PH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�VRPH�PDVFXOLQH�DFWLYLWLHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��VXFK�DV�JRLQJ�

VKRSSLQJ� ZLWK� PHQ� RQO\�� ULGLQJ� D� VFRRWHU�� VWRSSLQJ� WR� WDNH� SLFWXUHV� LQ� YLOODJHV�� RU�

WDNLQJ�WD[LV�DORQH�LQ�XUEDQ�DUHDV���

�

�
Figure 3.1 Markers of positionality  

�

0\�SRLQW�LV�D�IDLUO\�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�RQH��:H�DUH�DOO�PDGH�XS�RI�DQ�LQILQLWH�QXPEHU�RI�

LQWHUVHFWLQJ� PDUNHUV�� VRPH� RI� ZKLFK� DUH� LOOXVWUDWHG� LQ� WKH� SLH� FKDUW� LQ� )LJ�� �����

                                                           
���7KLV�LV�PRUH�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW� OLWWOH�NQRZOHGJH�LV�UHTXLUHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�LQFOXGHG��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKDW�
P\�NQRZOHGJH�ZDV�H[WHQVLYH��$IWHU�RQO\� WZR�GD\V�RI� VWD\LQJ�ZLWK�RQH� IDPLO\� LQ�3DNLVWDQ� ,� MRNLQJO\�
EHFDPH�NQRZQ�DV�D�‘spy’�EHFDXVH�LW�EHFDPH�NQRZQ�WKDW�,�KDG�VRPH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�3DNLVWDQ��DGKHUHG�WR�
purdah�DQG�FRYHUHG�P\�KHDG�ZLWK�WKH�dupatta�GXULQJ�FDOOV�IRU�SUD\HU��NQHZ�KRZ�WR�GUHVV��VLW�DQG�PRYH�
P\�ERG\��DQG�NQHZ�VRPH�WRNHQ�8UGX�ZRUGV��7KH�IDPLO\�KDG�QRW�H[SHFWHG�WKLV�IURP�PH��HYHQ�WKRXJK�
they all knew that I was researching ‘Pakistani family life’. Ironically, towards the end of fieldwork, a 
UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�IURP�WKH�3DNLVWDQL�DUP\�SROLFH�NQRFNHG�RQ�WKHLU�GRRU��VXVSHFWLQJ�PH�RI�LQ�IDFW�EHLQJ�D�
VS\��,�ZDV�JLYHQ�ILYH�PLQXWHV�WR�SDFN��DQG�KDG�WR�OHDYH�WKH�IDPLO\��ZKR�OLYHG�LQ�DQ�DUP\�FDQWRQPHQW��WR�
JR�DQG�VWD\�ZLWK�D�IDPLO\�HOVHZKHUH��

Gender

Minority/majority

Parenthood

Age

Marital status

Class/education

Migration history
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3RVLWLRQDOLW\� HQWDLOV� HPSKDVLVLQJ� VRPH� PDUNHUV�� SXWWLQJ� WKHP� LQ� WKH� IRUHJURXQG� RI�

UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZKLOH�GRZQSOD\LQJ�RWKHU�PDUNHUV��DQG�DERXW�PDQDJLQJ�WKHVH�PDUNHUV�LQ�

GLIIHUHQW�FRQWH[WV�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV��7KH�GLDJUDP�VKRZV�VRPH�UHOHYDQW�PDUNHUV�LQ�P\�

UHVHDUFK��7KH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�HDFK�PDUNHU�LV�QHYHU�VHW��EXW�LV�VLWXDWLRQDO�DQG�WHPSRUDO��,�

KDYH� KLJKOLJKWHG� DJH�� SDUHQWKRRG� DQG�PLQRULW\�PDMRULW\� VWDWXV�� DV� WKHVH� ZHUH� RIWHQ�

PDNHUV�WKDW�ZHUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PH�RU�WR�P\�UHVHDUFK�VXEMHFWV��$V�UHVHDUFKHUV�ZH�QHHG�

WR�EH� DZDUH�RI�QRW�RQO\�ZKDW� WKH� UHOHYDQW�PDUNHUV� DUH�� EXW� DOVR�KRZ� WKH\�PDWWHU� LQ�

VRFLDO�LQWHUDFWLRQV�DQG�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�JHW�WKHP�WR�ZRUN�WR�RXU�DGYDQWDJH��1RZ��OHW�PH�

UHIOHFW� RQ� RQH� ILQDO� PHWKRGRORJLFDO� LVVXH�� EULQJLQJ� D� FKLOG� RQ� ILHOGZRUN�� WKHUHE\�

HPSKDVLVLQJ�P\�SDUHQWKRRG�PDUNHU����

�

Children in and to the field  
0\�SULPDU\� LQWHUHVW�ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� FKLOGUHQ�KDV�EHHQ� WKHLU� LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�SDUHQWV��

PRWKHUV� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�–� QRW� FKLOGUHQ� DV� VXFK��.M¡UKROW� �������emphasises children’s 

ULJKW�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�UHVHDUFK��ZKLOH�)RVVKHLP������D��XQGHUOLQHV�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�PXVW�

EH� WDNHQ� VHULRXVO\� DQG� LQYHVWLJDWHG� DV� VWUDWHJLF� QDUUDWLYH�PDNLQJ� EHLQJV� �VHH� P\�

GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� WKHRU\� LQ� &KDSWHU� ���� +DUDOG� %H\HU� %URFK� ZULWHV� WKDW�

DSSURDFKLQJ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DV�D�OLIH�ORQJ�SURFHVV�OHVVHQV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�DGXOWV�

DQG� FKLOGUHQ� ����������� %URFK� KLPVHOI� ������� GLG� QRW� PHUHO\� bring KLV� VRQ� DQG�

GDXJKWHU�ZLWK�KLP�RQ�ILHOGZRUN�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�ILHOGZRUN��WKH�LGHD�

RI� KLV� SODQQHG� PRQRJUDSK� FKDQJHG�� DQG� EHFDPH� about WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� WKHLU�

interaction with the Indonesian children in the village. Consequently, Broch’s role 

EHFDPH�WKDW�RI�DQ�LQWHUSUHWHU�IRU�KLV�FKLOGUHQ����������

7KHUH� LV� VRPH� PHWKRGRORJLFDO� OLWHUDWXUH� RQ� GRLQJ� UHVHDUFK� RQ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ�

1RUZD\� –� IRU� H[DPSOH� UHFHQW� SXEOLFDWLRQV� IURP� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� 1DWLRQDO� 5HVHDUFK�

(WKLFV� &RPPLWWHHV� RQ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� UHVHDUFK� �)RVVKHLP�� +¡OHQ�	� ,QJLHUG�� ������� RQ�

FURVV�FXOWXUDO� UHVHDUFK� RQ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� 1RUZD\� �)RVVKHLP�� ����E��� RQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�

UHVHDUFK� RQ� FKLOGUHQ� �=HLWO\Q� 	� 0DQG�� ������ DQG� PRUH� JHQHUDOO\� �&KULVWHQVHQ� 	�

-DPHV��������&KULVWHQVHQ��������-DPHV���������7KHUH�LV�OHVV�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�OLWHUDWXUH�

RQ� WKH� HWKLFDO� DQG� PHWKRGRORJLFDO� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI� EULQJLQJ� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV�� DQG�

SDUWLFXODUO\� FKLOGUHQ�� LQWR� WKH� ILHOG�� DOWKRXJK� LW� LV� QRW� UDUH� IRU� DQWKURSRORJLVWV� WR� EH�

DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� RQ� ORQJ�WHUP� ILHOGZRUN�� ,W� LV� QRW� RQO\� WKDW� KDYLQJ�

FKLOGUHQ� DQG� PRUH� VR� EULQJLQJ� WKHP� WR� WKH� ILHOG�� FDQ� VKDSH� WKH� WRSLF� RI� UHVHDUFK��
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FKLOGUHQ��DQG�EHLQJ�D�SDUHQW��DOVR�KDYH�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�VKDSH�WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�GLUHFWLRQ�

RI�WKH�ILHOGZRUN�LWVHOI��)RFXVLQJ�RQ�SDUHQWV��FKLOGUHQ�DQG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�UHPLQGV�XV�RI�

WKH�WHPSRUDO�QDWXUH�RI�VRFLDO�OLIH�LWVHOI���

,QYROYLQJ� WKH� IDPLO\� LQ� ILHOGZRUN�PDNHV� LW�PRUH� GLIILFXOW� WR� LJQRUH� FKLOGUHQ�

DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� ILHOG� �6XWWRQ� 	� )HUQDQGH]�� ����������� $OVR�� IDPLO\�

LQYROYHPHQW� LQ� ILHOGZRUN� VKDSHV� UHVHDUFKHU� SRVLWLRQDOLW\� DQG� WKH� LQVLJKWV� WKH�

DQWKURSRORJLVW�JDLQV�RI�DOO�SUDFWLFHV�� LQFOXGLQJ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��UHTXLULQJ�WKH�UHVHDUFKHU�

WR� UHIOHFW�RQ� WKLV� LQ� WHUPV� LQ�PHWKRGRORJ\��$QWKURSRORJLVWV�EHIRUH�PH�KDYH�EURXJKW�

WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� WKH� ILHOG�� DQG� LQ� YDULRXV� ZD\V� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� KDYH� IHDWXUHG� LQ� WKH�

SXElished texts. Alma Gottlieb notes that her son became ‘a sort of inadvertent field 

assistant simply by his presence’ �*RWWOLHE�HW�DO�������������� ,QGHHG�KHU�VL[�\HDU�ROG�

VRQ� LV� OLVWHG� DV� FR�DXWKRU� LQ� WKH� DUWLFOH� UHIHUUHG� WR�� 7KH� ILHOG� SUHVHQFH� RI� $QQHWWH�

:einer’s teenage daughter provided Weiner with ‘stimulation and insights’, as she 

VKDUHG�KHU�GLDU\�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU��:HLQHU�������[L���7KLV�UROH�RI�KHU�GDXJKWHU�DOPRVW�

DV�D� UHVHDUFK�DVVLVWDQW��ZKRVH�GLDU\� H[WUDFWV�SURYLGHV�DQ�HQWU\� LQWR� HYHU\� FKDSWHU� LQ�

WKH� PRQRJUDSK�� LV� PHQWLRQHG� LQ� WKH� DFNQRZOHGJHPHQWV�� ,Q� KHU� HSLORJXH�� 1DQF\�

6FKHSHU�+XJKHV� ZULWHV� PRYLQJO\� DERXW� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� WKHLU� H[SHULHQFHV� RI�

ILHOGZRUN� LQ� ,UHODQG��������DQG�%UD]LO� ��������DQG� LV�PRUH�UHIOHFWLYH�RI� WKH�UROHV�RI�

KHU�FKLOGUHQ�WKDQ�:HLQHU�ZDV��ZULWLQJ�DERXW�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�ILHOG�RQ�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��DV�

ZHOO�DV�� WR�VRPH�H[WHQW��KRZ�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�LPSDFWHG�RQ�WKH�ILHOG��,Q�,UHODQG�KHU�WKUHH�

\RXQJ� FKLOGUHQ� IDFLOLWDWHG� KHU� LQVLJKWV� LQWR� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV� �6FKHSHU�+XJKHV��

�������/DWHU��LQ�%UD]LO��6FKHSHU�Hughes’ son wrote a diary he shared with his mother, 

DQG�RQ�WKHLU�VHFRQG�WULS�WR�$OWR�GR�&UX]HLUR�KHU�ROGHVW�GDXJKWHU�IRUPDOO\�EHFDPH�KHU�

UHVHDUFK� DVVLVWDQW� �6FKHSHU�+XJKHV�� ������� :KLOH� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� IHDWXUH� LQ� WKH�

HWKQRJUDSKLHV��:HLQHU� DQG� 6FKHSHU�+XJKHV� GR� QRW� GLVFXVV� WKH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO� DQG�

HPSLULFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�EULQJLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�WKH�ILHOG��,�SUHIHU�WKH�DSSURDFK�RI�

*RWWOLHE��ZKR�GRHV�QRW�OLPLW�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�WR�WKH�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQWV�RU�HSLORJXH��EXW�

PDNHV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�SRLQW�RI�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�EULQJLQJ�KHU�VRQ��DQG�WR�

VRPH�H[WHQW�KHU�KXVEDQG��LQWR�WKH�ILHOG�ZLWK�KHU���

0\�VRQ�0LNNHO�KDV�HQDEOHG�PH�WR�FRPH�DFURVV�DV�D�PXOWL�OD\HUHG�SHUVRQ��DQG�

thus facilitated my entry into informants’ perspectives and experiences, aQG�GLIIHUHQW�

contexts of and in their lives. Children, my own and others’, make for good relation�

EXLOGHUV�� DQG� KDYH� DVVLVWHG� PH� LQ� JDLQLQJ� DFFHVV� WR� SDUHQWV� DQG� IDPLOLHV�� DQG�

becoming an ‘auntie’. Aanya’s daughter, Nomi, introduced Mikkel to her father whHQ�
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0LNNHO�ZDV�RQO\����GD\V�ROG�� ‘Look! A little brother’,� VKH�VDLG�� JLYLQJ� WKH�EDE\�DQ�

H[WUHPHO\�FDULQJ�KXJ��+HU�Iather, Adnan, calmly replied: ‘Yes, it is your little brother, 

but cuddle him carefully, not so hard.’�+H�WKHQ�WXUQHG�WR�PH��DOPRVW�LUULWDWHG���‘You 

must tell Nomi when she is being too hard on the baby�’��

3DUHQWV�� DV� LV� P\� LPSUHVVLRQ�� DSSUHFLDWHG� PH� VKDULQJ� SHUVRQDO� DVSHFWV� RI�

P\VHOI�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�NQHZ�WKDW�,�ZDV�GRLQJ�UHVHDUFK�DQG�WKXV�WKDW�,�ZDV�D�PRWKHU�

SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� HTXDOO\� ZLWK� WKHP�� 6KDULQJ�P\�PRWKHUKRRG� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV�

ZLWK�WKHP�LQ�WXUQ�OHG�WKHP�WR�VKDUH�WKHLUV�ZLWK�PH��WKH�MR\V�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�IHHGLQJ�

WKHLU� EDELHV� DQG� WU\LQJ� WR� JHW� WKHP� WR� VOHHS�� WKH� GLVWULEXWLRQ� DQG� GLOHPPDV� RI� FDUH�

ZRUN�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\��H[SHULHQFHV�RI�PRWKHUKRRG�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��DQG�KRSHV�DQG�

FRQFHUQV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH���

Without wishing to exaggerate the importance of my son’s presence in the 

ILHOG�RQ�WKH�PDWHULDO�WKDW�,�JDWKHUHG�DQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKDW�,�HVWDEOLVKHG��,�KROG�WKDW�

EULQJLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� WR� WKH� ILHOG� LV� D� PHWKRGRORJLFDO� FRQFHUQ�� 2EVHUYLQJ� LPPLJUDQW�

SDUHQWV�DQG�JDLQLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�WKHLU�SULYDWH�H[SHULHQFHV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�GLIILFXOW�KDG�,�

QRW� EHHQ� D� SDUHQW� P\VHOI�� DQG� ,� KDYH� RIWHQ� GUDZQ� RQ� P\� RZQ� SDUHQWKRRG� DV� D�

UHVRXUFH��SUDFWLFDOO\��YHUEDOO\�DQG�HPRWLRQDOO\��$IWHU�DOO�� LW�ZRXOG�KDYH� ORRNHG�YHU\�

RGG�LQGHHG�IRU�PH�WR�KDQJ�DURXQG�IRU�ZHHNV�RQ�HQG�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZLWK�QR�

FKLOG�DQG�QR�IRUPDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DV�RWKHU�DGXOWV�ZLWKRXW�FKLOGUHQ�KDG��)XUWKHU��KDG�,�

QRW�EHHQ�D�PRWKHU�P\VHOI��,�ZRXOd have had little to ‘give’ and share in conversations. 

%HFDXVH� ,� EHJDQ� P\� ILHOGZRUN� ZKLOH� SUHJQDQW�� ,� GLG� QRW� PDNH� WKH� FKRLFH� DERXW�

ZKHWKHU�WR�EULQJ�P\�VRQ�RU�QRW��+H�ZDV�DOZD\V�WKHUH��DW�ILUVW�OLWHUDOO\�DV�D�SDUW�RI�P\�

ERG\��Not�EULQJLQJ�KLP�ZRXOG�FRQVWLWXWH�D�GLVWLQFW�EUHDN�LQ�P\�SUHVHQFH��$�IHZ�\HDUV�

DIWHU� ,�EHJDQ� ILHOGZRUN�� DQ� LQIRUPDQW� LQWURGXFHG�0LNNHO�DQG�PH�WR� VRPH� IULHQGV�RI�

KHUV�� DQG� VDLG�� ‘This is Mikkel. I have known him since before he was born’�� WKXV�

HPSKDVLVLQJ�WKH�FORVH�DQG�WHPSRUDO�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�WKURXJK�0LNNHO��$�

JURZLQJ� FKLOG�� ZKHWKHU� P\� RZQ� RU� WKRVH� RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� FDQ� EULQJ� D� WHPSRUDO�

GLPHQVLRQ� WR� UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�GHHSHQ� WKH�VHQVH�RI� LQWLPDF\�EHWZHHQ� WKH�UHVHDUFKHU�

DQG�WKRVH�UHVHDUFKHG��7KLV�LQWLPDF\�LV�LQWHQVLILHG�WKURXJK�RXU�FRPPRQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�

SDUHQWKRRG���

+RZHYHU��EULQJLQJ�0LNNHO�ZDV�QRW�ZKROO\�XQSUREOHPDWLF��$IWHU�,�KDG�EURXJKW�

KLP� D� IHZ� WLPHV� WR� DQ� RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ� WKH� SHGDJRJLFDO� OHDGHU� DVNHG�PH� WR� FRPH�

ZLWK�KHU� WR� WKH�RIILFH�–� VKH�KDG� VRPHWKLQJ� VKH�ZDQWHG� WR� WDON� WR�PH�DERXW�� ,� OLIWHG�

0LNNHO� �DW� WKH� WLPH� WZR� PRQWKV� ROG�� XS� IURP� WKH� IORRU� DQG� IROORZHG� KHU� LQWR� WKH�
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RIILFH�� 6KH� FORVHG� WKH� GRRU� ILUPO\� EHKLQG� XV� DQG� DVNHG�PH� UDWKHU� EULVNO\�� ‘What is 

your role here now, exactly?’ ,QFLGHQWDOO\��D�IHZ�GD\V�HDUOLHU�D�SHGDJRJLFDO�OHDGHU�LQ�D�

GLIIHUHQW� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� KDG� DVNHG�PH�ZKHUH�P\� QRWHERRN�ZDV� –� LI� ,� ZDV� VWLOO�

GRLQJ� UHVHDUFK�� ,� VKRXOG� KDYH� D� QRWHERRN�� ULJKW"� 7KH� WZR� SHGDJRJLFDO� OHDGHUV�

FHUWDLQO\�KDG�YDOLG�SRLQWV��PDNLQJ�PH�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�HWKLFV�RI�EULQJLQJ�D�EDE\�LQWR�WKH�

ILHOG�� DQG� WKLV�SDUWLFXODU� ILHOG�� DV�D�NLQG�RI�gear� WKDW�PDGH� LW�GLIILFXOW� IRU�SDUHQWV� WR�

GLVWLQJXLVK�WKH�ILHOGZRUNHU�IURP�WKH�RWKHU�WKH�SDUHQWV��:LWKRXW�WKH�FKLOG��P\�UROH�DV�D�

UHVHDUFKHU�ZDV� FOHDUHU� –�whereas the child made me ‘too’ similar. WH� DJUHHG� WKDW�

ZKHQ�,�EURXJKW�0LNNHO�� ,�VKRXOG�PDNH�D�SDUWLFXODU�HIIRUW� WR�VWDWH�P\�SRVLWLRQ�WR� WKH�

SDUHQWV�DQG�DOZD\V�KDYH�P\�QRWHERRN�RQ�WKH�WDEOH�YLVLEOH�WR�DOO��HYHQ�LI�,�GLG�QRW�WDNH�

QRWHV��,�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EULQJ�0LNNHO��DQG�KLV�QDPH�VRRQ�DSSHDUHG�RQ�WKH�DWWHQGDQFH�OLVWV�

LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV��WKHUHE\�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�UHFRUGV�WKDW�ZHUH�ODWHU�

XVHG�WR�GHIHQG�WKH�YHU\�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�WKUHDWHQHG�ZLWK�

FORVXUH��VHH�&KDSWHU�������

%ULQJLQJ�D�FKLOG�WR�WKH�ILHOG�LV�D�JHQHUDO�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�FRQFHUQ��EXW�RQH�WKDW�

PXVW�EH�PDGH�PRUH�H[SOLFLW�ZKHQ� WKH� WRSLF�RI� UHVHDUFK� LV�SDUHQWLQJ�DQG�IDPLO\� OLIH��

:KHQ�WKH�ERG\�LV�RXU�SULPDU\�WRRO�RI�UHVHDUFK��WKH�FKLOG�EHFRPHV�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�WRRO�

IRU�WKH�DQWKURSRORJLVW��RU�HYHQ�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�KHU�ERG\��,Q�IDFW��ZKHQ�,�GLG�QRW�EULQJ�

this ‘tool’, as on my trips to Pakistan, it was clearly pointed out to me that something 

was lacking: my morality was somewhat questioned in the context of ‘sameness’, but 

,�ZDV�DOVR�DGPLUHG�IRU�P\�EUDYHU\�LQ�Eeing ‘different’. Being a mother with a (visible) 

child has functioned as a door opener into parents’ life�ZRUOGV��DV�ZHOO�DV�SXVKLQJ�PH�

LQWR�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI� VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV��XQLYHUVDOV�DQG�SDUWLFXODUV�� DQG�PRUH�

LPSRUWDQWO\��SUDFWLFH�DQG�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�SUDFWLFH���

�

Conclusions 
,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU� ,� KDYH� DFFRXQWHG� IRU� P\� PHWKRGV� DQG� UDLVHG� VRPH� PHWKRGRORJLFDO�

GLOHPPDV�� ,� KDYH� EULHIO\� LQWURGXFHG� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� DQG� WKH� DUHQDV� LQ� ZKLFK� ,�

FRQGXFWHG� ILHOGZRUN�� DQG� GLVFXVVHG� VRPH� RI� WKH� SURV� DQG� FRQV� RI� WKHVH� FKRLFHV��

Specifically, the combination of studying a ‘group’, a place��DQG�OLIH�LQ�WKLV�SODFH�DQG�

EH\RQG�KDV�EHHQ�UDLVHG�DV�D�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�LVVXH��,Q�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU�,�GLVFXVVHG�

Alna as a place, my informants’ perspectives on this place, and their children’s futures 

LQ�WKLV�SODFH�DQG�EH\RQG��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�FKRLFHV�RI�LQIRUPDQWV��DUHQDV�DQG�PHWKRGV�
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DUH� LQWHUWZLQHG� ZLWK� WKH� FKRLFH� RI� WKH� SODFH� RI� VWXG\�� $OQD� WKXV� SURYLGHV� ERWK� D�

FRQWH[WXDO�IUDPH�WKDW�LQIOXHQFHV�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�D�VLWH�DQG�ORFDWLRQ�ZKLFK�WKH�LQIRUPDQWV�

WKHPVHOYHV�WXUQ�LQWR�D�PHDQLQJIXO�SODFH���

,�KDYH�DUJXHG�IRU�D�PRYH�DZD\�IURP�D�GLFKRWRPRXV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ILHOG�

DQG� WKH� ERXQGDULHV� RI� WKH� ILHOG� DV� EHLQJ� either� ‘at home’ or� ‘away’. Instead, the 

UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU� DQG� WKRVH� ZKR� DUH� UHVHDUFKHG� VKRXOG� EH�

XQGHUVWRRG�DV�QRQ�GLFKRWRPRXV�� VLWXDWLRQDO�DQG�QHJRWLDEOH�� ,� IRFXVHG� WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�

RQ� WZR� WRSLFV� WKDW� DUH� SDUWLFXODUO\� UHOHYDQW� WR� P\� WKHVLV�� )LUVW�� ,� QRWHG� VRPH�

PHWKRGRORJLFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�GRLQJ�ILHOGZRUN�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV�LQ�DQ�HWKQLFDOO\�

GLYHUVH�VHWWLQJ��KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�UHIOHFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�SRZHU�LQ�

LQWHUSHUVRQDO� LQWHUDFWLRQV�� 6HFRQG�� ,� GLVFXVVHG� WKH� PHWKRGRORJLFDO� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI�

EHLQJ� D�SDUHQW�� DQG�RI�EULQJLQJ� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�� LQ�P\� FDVH� D� VPDOO� FKLOG�� LQWR� WKH�

ILHOG��$OWKRXJK� WKLV� KDV� EHHQ� RI� SDUWLFXODU� UHOHYDQFH� WR� WKH� VWXG\� WRSLF�� LW� LV� DOVR� D�

PRUH� JHQHUDO� PHWKRGRORJLFDO� LVVXH� WKDW� GHVHUYHV� IXUWKHU� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ� EHFDXVH� LW�

LQIOXHQFHV�WKH�NLQG�RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZH�HVWDEOLVK�ZLWK�LQIRUPDQWV��DQG�WKXV�ZKDW�NLQG�

RI�GDWD�ZH�JHW��)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�PD\�KHOS�WR�FRXQWHU�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�JDLQLQJ�LQ�GHSWK�

LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZKHQ�FRQGXFWLQJ�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�UHVHDUFK�LQ�FRPSOH[�VRFLHWLHV��

,Q� WKH� QH[W� FKDSWHU� ,� GLVFXVV� P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� EXW� ZLWK� D� VKLIW� DZD\� IURP� D�

SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�SODFH� WRZDUGV�D�SHUVSHFWLYH� WKDW� LV�PRUH�RULHQWHG� WRZDUGV�3DNLVWDQLV�

DQG�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�RULHQW�DQG�OLYH�WKHLU�

OLYHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UHFLSURFDO�UHODWLRQV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ��)LQDOO\��,�SURYLGH�VRPH�

GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�IHDWXUHV�WKDW�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�UHOHYDQW�WR�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�DV�

SDUHQWV�DQG�SDUHQWV�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ��

�

��

� �
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Chapter 4 

Family practices, models and policies 
 

 

 

 

‘Where is the state in all of this?’ 

-DPHV�)HUJXVRQ�

�

$� IHZ�PRQWKV� DIWHU� VWDUWLQJ� RQ� WKH� 3K'� SURJUDPPH�� ,� DWWHQGHG� D� VHPLQDU� KHOG� E\�

-DPHV�)HUJXVRQ��:KHQ�,�KDG�SUHVHQWHG�P\�SURMHFW�SURSRVDO�WR�KLP�DQG�WKH�JURXS�RI�

IHOORZ�3K'� VWXGHQWV� LQ� WKH� VHPLQDU�� KH� DVNHG�PH�ZK\� WKHUH�ZDV� QRWKLQJ� DERXW� WKH�

VWDWH� LQ� P\� SURSRVDO�� ,� Dnswered something along the lines that ‘naturally’ that 

SHUVSHFWLYH�ZRXOG�EH� LQFOXGHG� LQ�P\�DQDO\VLV�DQG� WKDW� ,�QRZ�FHUWDLQO\�ZRXOG�PDNH�

sure that it did. Admittedly, while I said this out loud, I thought to myself ‘yeah, yeah, 

whatever…my interest lies with people, not structures’ and brushed off Ferguson’s 

YDOXDEOH�LQVLJKWV��6RRQ�HQRXJK��DIWHU�RQO\�D�IHZ�GD\V�RI�ILHOGZRUN��WKH�QDLYHWp�RI�P\�

WKRXJKWV�EHFDPH�DSSDUHQW�–�RI�FRXUVH�WKH�VWDWH�LV�YHU\�PXFK�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKH�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV� ,� VWXG\�� DV� LW� LV� LQ� WKH� OLYHV� RI� DOO� SDUHQWV� LQ�1RUZD\��

$WWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�KRZ�WKH�SHRSOH�DUH�JRYHUQHG�LQ�D�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�LV�HVVHQWLDO�

IRU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� LQGLYLGXDO� SUDFWLFHV� DQG� RULHQWDWLRQV�� DQG� WKH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG�

OLPLWDWLRQV�WKDW�LQIOXHQFH�KRZ�SDUHQWLQJ�LV�FRQGXFWHG�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG���

,� UHWXUQ� WR� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� DW� WKH�HQG�RI� WKLV�FKDSWHU��SUHVHQWLQJ�

WKH� KHJHPRQLF� IDPLO\� PRGHO� LQ� 1RUZD\� DQG� KRZ� LW� IRUPV� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�

state’s governance of the family��ZKLFK�VHUYHV�DV�D�EDFNJURXQG�IRU�P\�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�

WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� PRWKHUV� DQG� PHQWRUV�� PRWKHUV� DQG� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV�� DQG�

SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�&KDSWHUV������DQG�����LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WRZDUGV�

DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�JHQGHUHG�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�PRQH\�WKDW�,�GLVFXVV�LQ�&KDSWHU����

+RZHYHU�� ,� EHJLQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� E\� RXWOLQLQJ� WKH� PLJUDWLRQ� KLVWRU\� RI� 3DNLVWDQL�

GHVFHQGDQWV�LQ�1RUZD\��FRQWH[WXDOLVLQJ�WKLV�ZLWK�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�3DNLVWDQL�PLJUDWLRQ�WR�
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RWKHU�(XURSHDQ� FRXQWULHV�� QRWDEO\� WKH�8.�DQG�'HQPDUN�� 7KLV� LV� FHQWUDO� LQ� RUGHU� WR�

XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�NLQG�RI�UHODWLRQV�WKDW�PRWKHUV�PDQDJH�DQG�QHJRWLDWH�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�OLYHV�

DQG�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WKXV�SURYLGHV�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

IRU�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV�WKDW�WKH\�HQJDJH�ZLWK���

,Q�RXWOLQLQJ�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�VRFLDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��,�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�

FRQWUDFW�� WKH�PRUDO�UHFLSURFDO�FRQWUDFW� WKDW�VWUXFWXUHV�IDPLO\�UHODWLRQV�DQG�PXWXDOLW\��

0DUULDJH� LV� FHQWUDO� WR� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� LQWHUUHODWLRQDO� GXWLHV�� DV� LW� VHUYHV� WR�

FRQQHFW�SHRSOH�ZLWKLQ�DQG�DFURVV�biraderis61�VSDQQLQJ�VSDFH�WKURXJK�QDWLRQDO�ERUGHUV�

DQG�WLPH�WKURXJK�UHFLSURFDO�H[FKDQJHV��7KURXJK�DQ�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQWHUUHODWLRQDO�

GXWLHV�RI�PRWKHUV�)DULGD�DQG�$]UD��,�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�FRPSOH[LWLHV�RI�WKH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�

WKDW�OLH�EHKLQG�SUDFWLFH��DQG�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�VKDSHG�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��:KLOH�PRUDO�

GXWLHV� SUHSDUH� WKH� JURXQG� IRU� WKH� OLYHV� DQG� IUDPHV� IRU� LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG�

LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�IRU�\RXQJ�FRXSOHV�WRGD\��WKH\�DUH�QRW�ERXQG�E\�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH���

)XUWKHU��EXLOGLQJ�RQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�PRELOLW\�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU��,�DUJXH�

that education is becoming increasingly important in parents’ own and their children’s 

IXWXUHV� DV� D� VRXUFH� RI� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� DQG� JHRJUDSKLFDO� PRELOLW\� �VHH� DOVR� 5\WWHU��

������� 0\� LQIRUPDQWV� DUH� ODUJHO\� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� SHRSOH�� DQG� ,� GLVFXVV� KRZ� WKLV�

EDFNJURXQG� VKDSHV� WKHLU� HYHU\GD\� OLYHV�� $V� DQ� HQWU\� LQWR� P\� DSSURDFK� WR�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DQG� GLVHQWDQJOLQJ� WKHVH� FRPSOH[� DQG� YDULHG� IRUPV� RI� FRQWLQXLW\� DQG�

FKDQJH��,�DUJXH�IRU�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�JHQHUDWLRQ�DV�D�UHVRXUFH�IRU�ZUHVWOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�

NLQGV� RI� HOHPHQWV� RI� SUDFWLFH� WKDW� DUH� FRQWLQXHG� RU� FKDQJHG�� DQG�ZKDW� IRUPV� WKHVH�

WDNH�� ,� RXWOLQH� WZR� PDUNHUV� RI� SDUWLFXODU� LPSRUWDQFH� LQ� DQDO\VLQJ� FRQWLQXLWLHV� DQG�

FKDQJHV� LQ� SUDFWLFHV� DV� ZHOO� DV� LPDJLQLQJV� DQG� DPELWLRQV� RI� WKHVH�� FODVV� �OHYHO� RI�

IRUPDO�HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�JHQHUDWLRQ��DJH�DQG�PLJUDWLRQ�WUDMHFWRU\����

�

Diaspora Pakistanis: migration and life worlds  
3DNLVWDQL�LPPLJUDQWV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DV�EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�GLDVSRUD�FRPPXQLW\��.DOUD��������

6KDZ��������:HUEQHU��������LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH\�FRQWLQXH�WR�PDLQWDLQ�DQG�HVWDEOLVK�

HPRWLRQDO�DQG�VRFLDO�WLHV�WR�WKHLU�KRPHODQG��6KHIIHU������LQ�%UXEDNHU�����������7KH�

H[WHQVLYH� OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�3DNLVWDQL�GHVFHQGDQWV� LQ�(XURSH�KDV� IRFXVHG�RQ�FKDQJHV�DQG�

FRQWLQXLWLHV� LQ� SUDFWLFHV� DQG� RULHQWDWLRQV� RI� NLQVKLS�� PDUULDJH� DQG� IDPLO\� OLIH� LQ�

                                                           
�� 6DMMDG� ��������� WUDQVODWHV� biraderi ZLWK� D� JURXS� RI� EURWKHUV�� LQ� D� SDWULOLQHDO� VHQVH� DQG� DV� D�
FODVVLIDFWRU\�NLQ�JURXS��DV�GRHV�5\WWHU���������DGGLQJ�WKDW�WKH biraderi�LV�D�IOH[LEOH�FRQFHSW�WKDW�PD\�EH�
H[WHQGHG�WR�LQFOXGH�DIILQHV��HYHQ�QHLJKERXUV�RU�IULHQGV��
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'HQPDUN� �5\WWHU�� �������1RUZD\� �0RHQ�� ������ DQG� WKH�8.� �6KDZ�� ������ 6KDZ�	�

&KDUVOH\��������:HUEQHU������E���PDVFXOLQLW\� �:DOOH���������JHQHWLF�FRXQVHOOLQJ�RI�

FRXSOHV� �6DMMDG�� ������� IXQHUDO� SUDFWLFHV� �'¡YLQJ�� ������� UHPLWWDQFHV� DQG� ILQDQFHV�

�%DOODUG�� ������ (UGDO�� ����D�� ����E��� DQG� GLDVSRUD� DQG� EHORQJLQJ� �.DOUD�� ������

0F/RXJKOLQ�� ������ 9HUWRYHF�� ������ :HUEQHU�� ������� ,Q� WKH� 8.�� PRUH� VR� WKDQ� LQ�

1RUZD\�� UHVHDUFK� RQ� 3DNLVWDQLV� KDV� EHHQ� FRQGXFWHG� LQ� VSHFLILF� SODFHV�� OLNH�2[IRUG�

�6KDZ��������DQG�0DQFKHVWHU��:HUEQHU����������

,�SUHVHQW�WKH�PLJUDWLRQ�KLVWRU\�RI�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�RQO\�EULHIO\��DV�LW�KDV�

EHHQ� GHDOW� ZLWK� H[WHQVLYHO\� HOVHZKHUH� �VHH� H�J�� '¡YLQJ�� ������ 0�� .KDQ�� ������

.RUE¡O�� ������:DOOH�� ������� ,QVWHDG�� ,� IRFXV� RQ� WKH� OLWHUDWXUH� FRQFHUQLQJ� 3DNLVWDQL�

LPPLJUDQWV� LQ�(XURSH� DQG� FKDQJHV� DQG� FRQWLQXLWLHV� LQ� IDPLO\� SUDFWLFHV�� SDUWLFXODUO\�

PDUULDJH� DQG� PDUULDJH�UHODWHG� SUDFWLFHV� OLNH� KRXVHKROG� FRPSRVLWLRQ� DQG� UHODWLRQDO�

REOLJDWLRQV�� 7KH� ILUVW� 3DNLVWDQL� LPPLJUDQWV� DUULYHG� LQ� 1RUZD\� LQ� WKH� ODWH� ����V� DV�

ODERXU�PLJUDQWV��EXW�LW�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO������WKDW�3DNLVWDQLV�EHFDPH�D�YLVLEOH�PLQRULW\�LQ�

1RUZD\�� ZLWK� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ���� ODERXU� PLJUDQWV� DUULYLQJ� WKDW� VXPPHU�� $� FHQWUDO�

UHDVRQ� IRU� WKLV� PDUNHG� LQFUHDVH� LQ� ����� ZDV� WKH� LPPLJUDWLRQ� EDQ� LQWURGXFHG� LQ�

Denmark the year before (‘push factor’), and the continued demand for unskilled 

labour in Norway (‘pull factor’).���0RVW� RI� WKHVH� DUULYDOV� ZHUH�PDOH� LPPLJUDQWV� LQ�

WKHLU���V�DQG���V�ZKR�KDG� OHIW� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� LQ�3DNLVWDQ�� LQWHQGLQJ� WR� UHWXUQ�DIWHU�D�

IHZ�\HDUV�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�PDGH�PRQH\�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�VHFWRU�RU�LQ�IDFWRULHV��%URFKPDQQ�	�

.MHOGVWDGOL�� ������� ,Q� IDFW��PDQ\�GLG�QRW� UHWXUQ� WR�3DNLVWDQ�� WKXV�� D� VHFRQG� VWDJH�RI�

PLJUDWLRQ� VWDUWHG�� QDPHO\� WKDW� RI� IDPLO\� UHXQLILFDWLRQ�� ZKLFK�� DIWHU� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ�

LPPLJUDWLRQ� EDQ� LQ� ������ EHFDPH� RQH� RI� IHZ� DYHQXHV� RI� OHJDO� LPPLJUDWLRQ� WR�

1RUZD\���

7KLV�IRUP�RI�IDPLO\�PLJUDWLRQ��WKDW�RI�ZLYHV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�ZKRVH�KXVEDQGV�DQG�

IDWKHUV�KDG�FRPH�WR�1RUZD\�ILUVW��ZDV�UHSODFHG�E\�D�VHFRQG�IRUP�RI�IDPLO\�PLJUDWLRQ��

WKDW�RI�ZLYHV��DQG�VRPHWLPHV�FKLOGUHQ��RI�PHQ�ZKR�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�PDUULHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�

FDPH� WR� 1RUZD\�� EXW� ZKR� WUDYHOOHG� WR� 3DNLVWDQ� DQG� JRW� PDUULHG� WKHUH�� DQG� ZKRVH�

IDPLO\� WKHQ� PRYHG� WR� 1RUZD\� WKURXJK� IDPLO\� UHXQLILFDWLRQ�� 7RGD\�� PLJUDWLRQ�

FRQWLQXHV� WR� EH� VRPHZKDW� VHOI�VXVWDLQHG�� FKLHIO\� WKURXJK� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PDUULDJHV��

$OVR��DV�WKH�ILUVW�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�1RUZD\�QRZ�HQWHU�UHWLUHPHQW�DJH��WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQ�RI�
                                                           
���1HRFODVVLFDO�DQG�HTXLOLEULXP�PRGHOV�RI�SXVK�DQG�SXOO�IDFWRUV�DUH�SUREOHPDWLF��,�GR�QRW�HQJDJH�LQ�WKLV�
GHEDWH�� EXW�PHUHO\� XVH� WKH� WHUPV� KHUH� WR� VLPSOLI\� WKH� FKDUDFWHUL]DWLRQ� RI� WKLV� WLPH� LQ� WKH� PLJUDWLRQ�
KLVWRU\�� ,QGHHG�� WRGD\�� WKHUH� LV�DQ� LQFUHDVHG� OHYHO�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�D�JUDYLW\�EDVHG�PLJUDWLRQ�
�VHH�GH�+DDV�������IRU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ����
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FDUH�IRU�WKHP��VHH�0RHQ��������DGGV�D�IXUWKHU�SKDVH�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PRYHPHQW��VHH�

WKH�FDVH�RI�$]UD�EHORZ���$JLQJ�SDUHQWV�PD\�PRYH�IURP�3DNLVWDQ�WR�1RUZD\�LQ�RUGHU�

WR�EH�FDUHG� IRU��EXW� LPPLJUDWLRQ� UHJXODWLRQV�PDNH� WKLV� VWUDWHJ\�GLIILFXOW��2QH�RI� WKH�

IDPLOLHV�,�NQRZ�DUUDQJHG�IRU�D����\HDU�ROG�PDQ�IURP�3DNLVWDQ�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�UHODWLYHV�LQ�

1RUZD\�DQG�VWXG\��UHPLWWLQJ�WKH�HDUQLQJV�IURP�KLV�SDUW� WLPH�MRE�WR�KLV�SDUHQWV��DXQW�

DQG�VLEOLQJV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��:LWK�WLPH��KH�KRSHV�WR�EULQJ�KLV�PRWKHU�WR�1RUZD\�WKURXJK�

IDPLO\� UHXQLILFDWLRQ�� $QRWKHU� DUUDQJHPHQW� LV� IRU� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PHQ� ZLWK�

SDUHQWV� LQ�3DNLVWDQ� WR�FRPPXWH�EHWZHHQ�1RUZD\�DQG�3DNLVWDQ�DV�D�ZD\�RI�PHHWLQJ�

REOLJDWLRQV� LQ� ERWK� FRXQWULHV�� RU� WKH\� PD\� LQFUHDVH� WKHLU� UHPLWWDQFHV� WR� SD\� IRU�

VRPHRQH� WR� ORRN� DIWHU� WKHLU� HOGHUO\� SDUHQWV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� +DUULVV� DQG� 6KDZ�� ZKLOH�

VLPLODUO\� GLYLGLQJ� WKH�PLJUDWLRQ� SKDVHV� RI� %ULWLVK� 3DNLVWDQLV� DV� ,� KDYH� GRQH� DERYH��

DOVR�HPSKDVLVH�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�H[SORULQJ�3DNLVWDQL�LPPLJUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�8.�WKURXJK�

‘phases’, because it may overlook different gendered and other experiences 

������������0RUHRYHU��D�IDPLO\�PD\�EHORQJ�WR�GLIIHUHQW�SKDVHV�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��MXVW�

DV� RQH� LQGLYLGXDO� PD\� IDFH� REOLJDWLRQV� RI� FDUH� LQ� GLIIHUHQW� SODFHV� DQG� WR� GLIIHUHQW�

NLQGV� RI� UHODWLYHV� –� VXFK� DV� ZLIH� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� 1RUZD\�� DQG� DJLQJ� SDUHQWV� LQ�

3DNLVWDQ��:KLOH�WKLV�IXUWKHU�FRPSOLFDWHV�UHODWLRQV��LW�PD\�DOVR�RSHQ�XS�D�ZLGHU�ILHOG�RI�

FKRLFH�RI�ZKLFK�UHODWLRQV�WR�HQJDJH�PRUH�OHVV�LQ��&HUWDLQO\��SUDFWLFH�LV�PRUH�IOH[LEOH�

DQG�SUDJPDWLF�WKDQ�VWUXFWXUH���

$UUDQJHG�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJH�KDV�EHHQ�FHQWUDO�LQ�PDLQWDLQLQJ�OLQNV�ZLWK�NLQ�

LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� 7KLV� LV� VR� DOVR� WRGD\�� EXW� PRUH� WKDQ� ��� \HDUV� DIWHU� WKH� ILUVW� 3DNLVWDQL�

ODERXU�PLJUDQWV�HQWHUHG�1RUZD\� WKH� UDWHV�RI� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV� DUH�GHFUHDVLQJ��

$PRQJ� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� DERYH� ��� \HDUV� ROG�� ����PDUULHG�

WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\� LQ� WKH� SHULRG� ����–������ ZKHUHDV� ���� GLG� VR� LQ� WKH� ��\HDU� SHULRG�

SULRU�WR�WKDW��6DQGQHV���������������,Q�'HQPDUN��WKH�UDWH�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJH�LV�

ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ�1RUZD\��2QH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�GLIIHUHQFH�PD\�EH�WKH�UHFHQW�WLJKWHQLQJ�RI�

WKH� OHJDO� IUDPHZRUN� UHJDUGLQJ� IDPLO\� UHXQLILFDWLRQ� LQ� 'HQPDUN� �VHH� 5\WWHU�� �������

+RZHYHU�� HYHQ� EHIRUH� WKDW�� ���� RI� \RXQJ� 'DQLVK�3DNLVWDQLV� �DJH� ��–���� ZHUH�

PDUULHG�RU�HQJDJHG�WR�D�SDUWQHU�IRXQG�LQ�'HQPDUN��6FKPLGW�DQG�-DNREVHQ����������

LQ�5\WWHU��������������

$PRQJ� %ULWLVK�3DNLVWDQLV�� DUUDQJHG� PDUULDJHV� DUH� LQFUHDVLQJO\� YLHZHG� DV�

PRUH� ULVN\� WKDQ� ORYH� PDUULDJHV� �4XUHVKL�� &KDUVOH\� 	� 6KDZ�� ������� ZKLFK� PD\�

H[SODLQ� WKH� GHFUHDVH� DOVR� LQ� WKH� 6FDQGLQDYLDQ� FRXQWULHV�� EXW� WKHUH� DUH� DOVR� RWKHU�

UHDVRQV�� )LUVWO\�� ZLWK� JUHDWHU� HQUROPHQW� LQ� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�� \RXQJ� SHRSOH� WRGD\�
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PDUU\�ODWHU��EXW�WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\��VHFRQGO\��ZKHQ�WKH\�GR��WKH\�KDYH�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�SRRO�

RI� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� 1RUZD\� WR� FKRRVH� IURP� DQG� PD\� GR� WKDW� �6DQGQHV� 	� +HQULNVHQ��

������������ ,Q� RWKHU�ZRUGV�� EHFDXVH� WKH� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LQ�1RUZD\� LV� VWLOO� IDLUO\�

\RXQJ��WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�VRPH�XQFHUWDLQWLHV�DV�WR�KRZ��ZKHQ�DQG�ZLWK�ZKRP�WKH�VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ�ZLOO�PDUU\��7KHUH�PD\�DOVR�EH�D�FODVV�EDVHG�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�WKHVH�ILJXUHV��

ZLWK�IHZHU�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV�DPRQJ�WKRVH�ZLWK�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��$OWKRXJK�P\�

PDWHULDO�LV�WRR�VPDOO�WR�DOORZ�JHQHUDOLVDWLRQ��LQ�WKH�WKUHH�QRQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FRXSOHV�LQ�

P\�VWXG\��ERWK�SDUWQHUV�KDYH�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ���

�

Social class and education 
Stories of grandparents’ hardships in the 1970s are fairly well knowQ�WR�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�

�VHH�.KDQ�� ������� 3DUHQWV� WRGD\� IUHTXHQWO\� UHIHU� WR� HGXFDWLRQ� RU� HPSOR\PHQW�ZKHQ�

RXWOLQLQJ�WKH�DPELWLRQV�WKH\�KDYH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��SURXGO\�DGGLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�

UHODWLYHV�RU�QHLJKERXUV�ZKR�KDYH�FRPSOHWHG�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�ODZ�DQG�

LQ�PHGLFLQH��)RU�PDQ\��WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�DFKLHYHPHQW�LV�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�VXFFHVV�DQG�D�

UHVXOW�RI�WKH�KDUGVKLSV�RI�WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�KDV�HQGXUHG�DQG�WKH�VDFULILFHV�WKH\�KDYH�

PDGH���

6RFLDO� FODVV� PHDQV� WKDW� SHRSOH� DUH� FODVVLILHG� RQ� WKH� EDVLV� RI� YDULRXV�

KLHUDUFKLFDOO\�RUGHUHG�FULWHULD�VXFK�DV�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�LQFRPH��'DKOJUHQ�	�/MXQJJUHQ��

������� 7KLV� QHFHVVLWDWHV� DQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� FODVV� DV� UHODWLRQDO� �%RXUGLHX�� �������

IRXQGHG� RQ� LQHTXDOLWLHV� LQ� UHVRXUFHV� DQG� DFFHVV� WR� UHVRXUFHV� VXFK� DV� HGXFDWLRQ��

LQFRPH�DQG�SURSHUW\��&ODVV�LV�DOVR�FRQWH[WXDO��DV�WKH�FULWHULD�IRU�FODVVLILFDWLRQ�FKDQJH�

RYHU�WLPH�DQG�SODFH��%RWK�.DUO�0DU[��0DU[�	�(QJHOV������>����@��DQG�0D[�:HEHU�

������� XQGHUVWRRG� FODVV� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� RZQHUVKLS� DQG� FRQWURO� RI� WKH� PHDQV� RI�

SURGXFWion. Weber focused on how people’s opportunities in life, access to resources, 

DQG� WKHLU� DELOLWLHV� WR� VKDSH� WKHLU� RZQ� OLIH� VLWXDWLRQ� ZDV� LQIOXHQFHG� E\� WKHLU� FODVV�

SRVLWLRQ�� ZKHUHDV� 0DU[� ZDV� PRUH� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� H[SORLWDWLRQ� �VHH� 'DKOJUHQ� 	�

/MXQJJUHQ�� ��������. In today’s post�LQGXVWULDO� 1RUZHJLDQ� NQRZOHGJH�VRFLHW\�

�kunnskapssamfunnet��� DFFHVV� WR� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� EHFRPLQJ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� LPSRUWDQW� LQ�

RUGHU� WR� DFFHVV� HPSOR\PHQW� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG� IRU� VRFLDO� PRELOLW\�� DQG� IRU� JDLQLQJ�

DFFHVV� WR� DQG�PDNLQJ� XVH� RI� WKH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQ� OLIH� WKDW�:HEHU� UHIHUV� WR�� +HQFH��

ZKHQ�,�ZULWH�RI�FODVV��,�DP�UHIHUULQJ�SULPDULO\�WR�OHYHO�RI�IRUPDO�HGXFDWLRQ���
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'DKOJUHQ�DQG�/MXQJJUHQ�PDNH�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ�LQ�

VRFLHW\� VKLIWV� WKH� IRFXV� IURP� DQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� VRFLDO� GLIIHUHQFHV� IURP� FODVV� WR�

VRFLDO�LQHTXDOLWLHV���������0LJUDWLRQ�LQ�PRVW�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�IDPLOLHV�VWDUWHG�RII�

GXH� WR� DVSLUDWLRQV� IRU� D� EHWWHU� OLIH�� ,Q� D� 6FDQGLQDYLDQ�ZHOIDUH� VWDWH�� WKH� FRQQHFWLRQ�

EHWZHHQ� VRFLDO� FODVV� DQG� VRFLDO� LQHTXDOLW\� EHFRPHV� SDUWLFXODUO\� UHOHYDQW� DV� LW� UDLVHV�

LVVXHV�RI�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�VRFLDO�PRELOLW\�LV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�DOO�–�DV�LW�RIILFLDOO\�LV��7KH�

FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� WXLWLRQ�IUHH� XQLYHUVLW\� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� 1RUZD\�� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� 6WDWH�

(GXFDWLRQDO� /RDQ� )XQG� �Statens Lånekasse�� DQG� WKH� WUHQG� IRU� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�

\RXWK�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�XQWLO�WKH\�KDYH�FRPSOHWHG�WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ�RU�PDUULHG��

makes higher education attainable almost regardless of parents’ level of education and 

DFFHVV�WR�ILQDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV����

� ,Q������WKH�OHYHO�RI�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�RI���–���\HDU�ROGV�ERUQ�LQ�1RUZD\�RI�

SDUHQWV� ERUQ� LQ�3DNLVWDQ�ZDV� ���� IRU�PHQ� DQG� ���� IRU�ZRPHQ��%\������ WKLV� KDG�

ULVHQ� WR� ���� DQG� ���� UHVSHFWLYHO\����,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV�� GHVFHQGDQWV� RI� PLJUDQWV� DUH�

FHUWDLQO\� RQ� D� MRXUQH\� RI� XSZDUGV� VRFLDO� PRELOLW\�� ZKHUH� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� D� FHQWUDO�

UHVRXUFH�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�WKLV��,QGHHG��QRW�RQO\�GR�WKH\�DWWHQG�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�D�JUHDWHU�

H[WHQW� WKDQ� WKHLU�SDUHQWV�� WKH\�DOVR� DWWHQG�DW� D�JUHDWHU� H[WHQW� WKDQ�ZKDW� WKH�PDMRULW\�

SRSXODWLRQ�GRHV��']DPDULMD���������,Q�1RUZD\�DQG�'HQPDUN��3DNLVWDQLV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�

DV�ZHOO�LQWHJUDWHG� EHFDXVH� RI� WKHLU� UHODWLYHO\� KLJK� OHYHO� RI� HGXFDWLRQ�� 7KH� H[WHQW� WR�

ZKLFK� WKLV� OHDGV� WR� ODERXU� PDUNHW� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� WKRXJK�� LV� PRUH� XQFHUWDLQ�� RQH�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�MRXUQDOLVW�ZURWH�RI�ZRPHQ�of Pakistani descent in Norway ‘forty 

and finished’, �� �LQGLFDWLQJ� WKDW� WKH\� UHWXUQ� WR� PRUH� WUDGLWLRQDO� JHQGHU� UROHV� DIWHU�

FRPSOHWLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�EHFRPLQJ�PRWKHUV����

2QO\�ILYH�RXW�RI����P\�IHPDOH�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�–�RQH�ZLWK�D�

Bachelor’s dHJUHH� IURP� 3DNLVWDQ�� WKH� IRXU� RWKHUV� 1RUZHJLDQ� XQLYHUVLW\� GHJUHHV��

$OWKRXJK� ,� GR� QRW� KDYH� FRPSOHWH� ILJXUHV� IRU�P\�PDOH� LQIRUPDQWV�� LW� LV� HYLGHQW� WKDW�

PRUH� PHQ� WKDQ� ZRPHQ� KDYH� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� RU� WHFKQLFDO� GHJUHHV� �PHFKDQLFV���

(GXFDWLRQDO� OHYHO� LV� JHQHUDOO\� KLJKHU� DPRQJ� PDOH� LPPLJUDQWV� WKDQ� IHPDOH�

                                                           
���KWWS���ZZZ�VVE�QR�EHIRONQLQJ�DUWLNOHU�RJ�SXEOLNDVMRQHU�IOHUH�VWXGHQWHU�IDHUUH�XQJH�EUXGHU�DFFHVVHG��
���������
64 KWWS���ZZZ�YJ�QR�Q\KHWHU�PHQLQJHU�NRPPHQWDU�IRHUWL�RJ�IHUGLJ�D�����������DFFHVVHG����������
65 ,Q�WKH�86$��WKLV�KDV�EHHQ�SDUDOOHOHG�E\�VHJPHQWHG�DVVLPLODWLRQ��3RUWHV�	�=KRX���������,�GR�QRW�VHH�D�
WUHQG� RI� VHJPHQWHG� DVVLPLODWLRQ� DV� VXFK� LQ� 1RUZD\�� ZKHUH� WKH� HWKRV� RI� LPPLJUDWLRQ� DQG� PRELOLW\�
GLIIHUV�IURP�WKDW�RI�WKH�86$��7KDW�VDLG��WKHUH�LV�D�JHQGHUHG�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�PRELOLW\��DQG�WKXV�
RI� imPRELOLW\���ZLWK� WKH� UDWHV� RI� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� IRU�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�ZRPHQ� LQFUHDVLQJ�PRUH�
WKDQ�WKRVH�IRU�PHQ� 
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LPPLJUDQWV��DQG�DOVR�KLJKHU�DPRQJ�PDOH�WKDQ�IHPDOH�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQWV��

EXW�P\�QXPEHUV� DUH� WRR� ORZ� WR�JHQHUDOLVH�EURDGO\��$� ODUJH�PDMRULW\�RI� WKH� VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ�ZRPHQ�LQ�P\�VWXG\�DUH�QRW�HPSOR\HG�DQG�GR�QRW�KDYH�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��

PXFK�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKHLU�PRWKHUV���

5\WWHU��������DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�UHVWUXFWXULQJ�RI�WKH�'DQLVK�ODERXU�PDUNHW�LQ�WKH�

����V� DQG� ��V� SXVKHG� 'DQLVK�3DNLVWDQLV� LQWR� WZR� GLYHUJHQW� ORQJ�WHUP� PRELOLW\�

VWUDWHJLHV�� PRQH\� DQG� HGXFDWLRQ�� )RU� D� 3DNLVWDQL� IDPLO\� LQ� 'HQPDUN�� DFFXPXODWHG�

ZHDOWK� DORQH� LV� QR� ORQJHU� HQRXJK� WR� PDLQWDLQ� D� SURPLQHQW� SRVLWLRQ� LQ� VKLIWLQJ�

hierarchies of ‘families that have done well’: now ‘the cultural capital of education’ is 

QHHGHG� DV� ZHOO� �5\WWHU�� ����������� (GXFDWLRQDO� SHUIRUPDQFH� DQG� LQGLYLGXDO�

DFKLHYHPHQWV� ERWK� UHIOHFW� RQ� WKH� FROOHFWLYH� DQG� EHFRPH� D�PDWWHU� RI� IDPLO\� KRQRXU�

�izzat��� +RZHYHU�� LW� LV� ZRUWK� EHDULQJ� LQ� PLQG� WKDW� P\� IHPDOH� LQIRUPDQWV� JHQHUDOO\�

KDYH� ORZHU� OHYHOV� RI� HGXFDWLRQ� WKDQ� WKHLU� KXVEDQGV����$OVR�� HGXFDWLRQ� EHFRPHV� D�

SHUVRQDO� HQGHDYRXU�� D� SURFHVV� RI� VHOI�discovery and a ‘coming�RI�age story’, as is 

IRXQG� DPRQJ� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� WKH� 8.��� �6LPSO\� SXW�� HGXFDWLRQ� FDQ� WUDQVFHQG� VRFLDO�

FDWHJRULHV�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�PRQH\�GRHV�QRW��:KLOH�PRQH\��DQG�ILQDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQWV��FDQ�

SURYLGH�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�ZLWK�D�VWDEOH�PDWHULDO�EDVLV��WKLV�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�VXFK�DQ�

LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�PRELOLW\�VWUDWHJ\�DV�HGXFDWLRQ� LV��(GXFDWLRQ�VWDQGV�DV� WKH�IDVWHVW�DQG�

PRVW�UHOLDEOH�SDWK�WR�VRFLDO�PRELOLW\�WRGD\���

�

Employment and generation  
(LJKW�RXW�RI�P\����LQIRUPDQWV�ZHUH�LQ�SDLG�MREV�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�RXU�ILUVW�PHHWLQJ��EXW�

RQO\� ILYH� ZHUH� HPSOR\HG� IXOO�WLPH�� 7ZR� RI� WKHVH� ILYH� KDG� VL[�PRQWK� WHPSRUDU\�

FRQWUDFWV�ZLWK�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�IXWXUHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�HLJKW��,�DP�DZDUH�RI�RQO\�RQH�

SHUVRQ�ZKR�KDV�JRW�D�MRE�VLQFH�WKHQ��7KLV�LV�<DVPLQ��ZKR�JHQHUDOO\�ZRUNV�D�IHZ�GD\V�

D� ZHHN� LQ� D� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� EXW� VRPH� ZHHNV� QRQH� DW� DOO�� ,Q� WKUHH� RI� WKH� IRXU� QRQ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FRXSOHV��ERWK�DGXOWV�KDYH� WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�DUH�ZRUNLQJ� IXOO�WLPH��

2XW�RI�WKH�QLQH�PRWKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�MREV��ILYH�KDYH�DQ�LPPLJUDQW�EDFNJURXQG��IRXU�RI�

WKHP�GR�QRW�KDYH� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�� DQG� IRXU�ZHUH�ERUQ� LQ�1RUZD\� �DOO� WKHVH�KDYH�

WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ����

                                                           
 

��35(0,*�QHZVOHWWHU�XSGDWH���������(�PDLO�UHFHLYHG������������IURP�3HDFH�5HVHDUFK�,QVWLWXWH�2VOR�
�35,2���



102 
 

2XW� RI� WKH� ��� WKDW� DUH� QRW� LQ� SDLG� HPSOR\PHQW�� VHYHQ� KDYH� DQ� LPPLJUDQW�

EDFNJURXQG��DQG�IRXUWHHQ�ZHUH�ERUQ�LQ�1RUZD\��+HQFH�������RI�WKH�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

DQG������ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�DUH�LQ�VRPH�IRUP�RI�HPSOR\PHQW��)URP�

WKHVH� ILJXUHV�� LW� LV� QRW� SRVVLEOH� WR� FRQFOXGH� ILUPO\� WKDW� WKRVH� ERUQ� DQG� UDLVHG� LQ�

1RUZD\� KDYH� KLJKHU� UDWHV� RI� HPSOR\PHQW� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� WKDQ� WKRVH� ZKR� KDYH�

LPPLJUDWHG�� EHFDXVH� HYHQ� WKRXJK� P\� ILJXUHV� DUH� VPDOO�� WKH\� LQGLFDWH� WKDW� WKH�

SURSRUWLRQ�RI�ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW�LV�GRXEOH�WKDW�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ�� $V� ZLOO� EH� HYLGHQW� WKURXJK� WKH� HWKQRJUDSK\�� PLJUDWLRQ� WUDMHFWRU\��

HGXFDWLRQ�OHYHO�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�VHHP�WR�EH�UHODWHG�LQ�WKH�WUDMHFWRULHV�RI�

P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� ZKHUH� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� PLJUDQWV� DUH� PRUH� VLPLODU� WR� PLGGOH�FODVV�

VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�WKDQ�WR�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ��6WLOO��WKHUH�DUH�GLIIHUHQFHV�

LQ� WKH� NLQGV� RI� MREV� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� PLGGOH�FODVV� PRWKHUV�

TXDOLI\�IRU�DQG�KDYH���

�7KH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�HPSOR\PHQW�FRQWLQXHV�LQ�&KDSWHU����KHUH�OHW�PH�QRWH�WKDW�

DPRQJ�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�,�ILQG�PLJUDWLRQ�EDFNJURXQG�LQVXIILFLHQW�DV�WKH�VROH�LQGLFDWRU�RI�

ZDJH� ZRUN�� EHFDXVH� LW� FDQQRW� DFFRXQW� DGHTXDWHO\� IRU� GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� HPSOR\PHQW�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� ,W� LV� QRW� VR� WKDW� WKRVH� ZKR� ZHUH� ERUQ� DQG� EURXJKW� XS� LQ� 1RUZD\�

QHFHVVDULO\� KDYH� VLJQLILFDQWO\� KLJKHU� HPSOR\PHQW� UDWHV� WKDQ� WKRVH� ZKR� KDYH�

LPPLJUDWHG��5DWKHU��HGXFDWLRQ�VWDQGV�RXW�PRUH�WKDQ�PLJUDWLRQ�KLVWRU\�DV�D�IDFWRU�WKDW�

influences women’s ability to enter and re�HQWHU�HPSOR\PHQW�DIWHU�ELUWK��7KLV�LV�LQ�OLQH�

ZLWK�WKH�ILQGLQJV�RI�D�UHFHQW�VWXG\�RI�WUDQVLWLRQ�UDWHV�IURP�HGXFDWLRQ�LQWR�HPSOR\PHQW�

IRU� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQWV� RI� ,QGLDQ� DQG�3DNLVWDQL� GHVFHQW� �%LUNHOXQG� HW� DO���

��������

5HFHQWO\��0RQLFD�)LYH�$DUVHW��������DQG�0DUMDQ�1DGLP��������KDYH�ZULWWHQ�

RQ�UHVSHFWLYHO\��IDPLO\�OLIH�DPRQJ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�DQG�1RUZHJLDQ�,QGLDQV��DQG�

RQ� PRWKHUKRRG� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� %RWK� VWXGLHV� IRFXV� RQ� PLGGOH�FODVV�

H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�VWUDWHJLHV��:KLOH�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�FRPH�IURP�ERWK�WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV�DQG�

ZRUNLQJ�FODVV��DQG�LQFOXGH�ILUVW��DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQWV��PRVW�RI�WKHP�GR�

QRW�KDYH� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKLV� DV� RQH� UHDVRQ�ZK\� WKH� H[SHULHQFHV�RI�

PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� IDPLO\� OLIH� RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� VRPHZKDW� GLIIHU� IURP� $DUVHW’s� DQG�

Nadim’s� LQIRUPDQWV�� %XW�� WKHUH� DUH� DOVR� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWRUV� WKDW� ,� DP� QRW� DEOH� WR�

FRPSare across these studies, such as the parents’ level of income and education, and 

VWUDWHJLHV�RI�LQYHVWPHQWV�RI�WKHVH��WKDW�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�VKDSH�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKH�GHVFHQGDQWV�

WRGD\�����
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,�EULQJ�D�FODVV�DQG�PLJUDWLRQ��ILUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ��SHUVSHFWLYH�LQWR�WKH�

DQDO\VLV�ZKHQ�,�FRQVLGHU�WKLV�WR�EH�UHOHYDQW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�FRQWLQXLWLHV�DQG�

FKDQJHV�� DQG� WKH� GLOHPPDV� WKHUHRI�� LQ� RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV�� 7KURXJK� D� FODVV�

SHUVSHFWLYH��XQGHUVWRRG�DV�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHYHO�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�LQFRPH��,�ILQG�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�

IHZHU� GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ� ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� LPPLJUDQWV�

WKDQ�EHWZHHQ�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZRUNLQJ��DQG�PLGGOH�FODVV�LQIRUPDQWV��$FFRUGLQJO\��

ZH� QHHG� WR� ORRN� DW� PDUNHUV� RI� FODVV� DV� ZHOO� DV� PLJUDWLRQ� WUDMHFWRU\� LQ� RUGHU� WR�

XQGHUVWDQG�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH��6HFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZRPHQ�ZLWKRXW�

XQLYHUVLW\� HGXFDWLRQ�� OLNH� WKRVH� RI� WKH� ILUVW� JHQHUDWLRQ�� VWUXJJOH� WR� HQWHU� RU� UH�HQWHU�

HPSOR\PHQW��<HW�� ,� ILQG� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D� WHQGHQF\� IRU� WKRVH�RI� WKH� ILUVW� JHQHUDWLRQ� WR�

HQWHU�HPSOR\PHQW�PRUH�HDVLO\�WKDQ�WKH�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ��DIWHU�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�IXOO�WLPH�

FDUH�ZRUNHUV�IRU�VRPH�\HDUV��,�FDQ�RQO\�VSHFXODWH�DV�WR�WKH�UHDVRQV��EXW�LW�PD\�EH�WKDW�

HPSOR\HUV�PD\� VHH� D� KLJKHU� SRWHQWLDO� LQ� ILUVW� JHQHUDWLRQ�ZRPHQ�EHFDXVH� WKH\� KDYH�

XQGHUJRQH�D�VSDWLDO�DQG��DQG�SHUKDSV��D�PHQWDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�WKURXJK�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�

WKXV� PD\� EH� PRUH� PRWLYDWHG� WR� VHHN� HPSOR\PHQW� �VHH� &KDSWHU� ���� $OVR�� SRWHQWLDO�

HPSOR\HUV�PD\�KDYH�KLJKHU�H[SHFWDWLRQV� WR� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZLWK� UHJDUGV� WR�ZRUN�

H[SHULHQFH�� DV� WKH\� KDYH� KDG� WKH� EHQHILWV� RI� JURZLQJ� XS� LQ� 1RUZD\�� VSHDNLQJ� WKH�

ODQJXDJH� VLQFH� WKH\� ZHUH� \RXQJ� DQG� JRLQJ� WKURXJK� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� HGXFDWLRQDO�

V\VWHP�� $OVR�� DV� ,� GLVFXVV� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW� LQ� &KDSWHU� ���� ERURXJK� ILUVW� OLQHUV� ILQG�

PHDQLQJ� LQ� KHOSLQJ� VWD\�DW�KRPH� PRWKHUV�� DQG� LPPLJUDQW� ZRPHQ� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� WR�

HQWHU�WR�ZRUN�OLQH��7KLV�PD\�EH�DGYDQWDJHRXV�WR�ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�PLJUDQWV���

+RXVHKROG�LQFRPH�LQ�$OQD�LV�����RI�WKH�DYHUDJH�LQFRPH�LQ�2VOR��ZLWK�$OQD�

$VLDQ� DQG� $IULFDQV� KRXVHKROGV� DW� RQO\� ���� �+¡\GDKO�� ����������� 7KXV��

VRFLRHFRQRPLF� SRVLWLRQ� RI� LQKDELWDQWV� LQ� $OQD� LV� JHQHUDOO\� EHORZ� DYHUDJH�� 7KH�

GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�PLJUDQWV�DQG�QRQ�PLJUDQWV�LQ�$OQD�LV�PLQLPDO�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�

the socioeconomic differences between the borough’s� LQKDELWDQWV� DQG� WKH� 2VOR�

DYHUDJH��$V�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU��JHRJUDSKLFDO�PRELOLW\�RXW�RI�$OQD�LV�FODVV�

UHODWHG�DQG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�P\�PDWHULDO��PDGH�SRVVLEOH�E\�UHVRXUFHV�RI�ERWK�HGXFDWLRQ�

DQG� PRQH\��� �+HQFH�� FODVV� EHFRPHV� D� IRUFH� WKDW� VKDSHV� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� SRSXODWLRQ�

GLYHUVLW\��$V�PHQWLRQHG��P\�LQIRUPDQWV�DUH�ODUJHO\�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV��\HW�WKH\�DUH�DOVR�RQ�

D� MRXUQH\� RI� XSZDUGV� VRFLDO� PRELOLW\�� IRU� VRPH� GXH� WR� HGXFDWLRQ�� IRU� PRVW� GXH� WR�

PHWLFXORXV� VDYLQJ� DQG� ILQDQFLDO� SULRULWLHV�� 7KLV� LV� RIWHQ� UHDOLVHG� ZLWKLQ� D� EURDGHU�
                                                           
���6HH�DOVR�KWWS���ZZZ�GDJVDYLVHQ�QR�LQQHQULNV�NODVVHGHOW�OHQJH�I�&��%�U�LQQYDQGUHUQH�NRP�
����������DFFHVVHG�����������
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IDPLO\� FRQWH[W� RI� UHFLSURFDO� GXWLHV�� ZKHUH� \RXQJ� IDPLOLHV� PD\� OLYH� LQ� D� WKUHH�

JHQHUDWLRQDO�KRXVHKROG� IRU� VRPH� \HDUV�ZKLOH� VDYLQJ�XS� IRU� WKHLU�RZQ�KRPH��2WKHUV�

DJDLQ� DUH� OHVV� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� WKHLU� RZQ�PRELOLW\� LQ� LWVHOI� EXW� HQYLVDJH� D� GLIIHUHQW�

IXWXUH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��8QOLNH�$DUVHW’s�and Nadim’s informants, who belong to the 

same ‘generation’ as my informants, my informants are generally not part of a new 

HPHUJLQJ�PLGGOH�FODVV�–�DV�RI�\HW���

�

Property ownership and household composition 
7KH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�XVH�WKH�SRWHQWLDOV�LQKHUHQW�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�RI�

SURSHUW\� WKURXJK� RZQHUVKLS� DQG� SRROLQJ� RI� UHVRXUFHV� WKURXJK� OLYLQJ� DQG� LQYHVWLQJ�

WRJHWKHU�IXUWKHU�FRQILUP�P\�SRLQW��ZKLOH�PRQH\�LV�D�OHVV�IUXLWIXO�PDUNHU�RI�FODVV�DQG�

PRELOLW\� WKDQ� HGXFDWLRQ�� LW� LV� FHUWDLQO\� D� YHU\� YDOXDEOH� UHVRXUFH�� ,Q� 3DNLVWDQ��

PDWULORFDOLW\� LV� UDUH�� LQGHHG�� OLYH�LQ� VRQV�LQ�ODZ�PD\�EH� VWLJPDWLVHG� DV�ghar damad 

�X[RULORFDOO\� UHVLGHQW� VRQ�LQ�ODZ�� �&KDUVOH\�� ������� )URP� UHVHDUFK� LQ� 'HQPDUN��

/LYHUVDJH� DQG� -DNREVHQ� ������� DUJXH� WKDW� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV� DQG� LPPLJUDWLRQ�

PD\�OHDG�WR�LQFUHVH�UDWHV�RI�PDWULORFDOLW\���

1RQH�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROGV�LQ�P\�VWXG\�DUH�PDWULORFDO�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH�FRXSOH�

live together with the wife’s parents. However, out of the 11 couples where the 

KXVEDQG�LV�D�PDUULDJH�LPPLJUDQW��Iive live in nuclear families where the wife’s family 

KDV�FRQWULEXWHG�ILQDQFLDOO\�WRZDUGV�WKH�IODW��RIWHQ�SD\LQJ�IRU�LW�LQ�IXOO��7KLV��DV�,�VHH�LW��

IDFLOLWDWHV�WUDQDVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV�EHFDXVH�KHU�ILQDQFLDO�VHFXULW\�HQDEOHV�KHU��RU�KHU�

IDPLO\��WR�WDNH�RQ�WKH�ULVN�RI�SURYLGLQJ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�IRU�D�PDQ�ZKR�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�

XQDEOH�WR�HDUQ�PRQH\�IRU�VRPH�WLPH��VHH�DOVR�&KDSWHU������

7KHUH�LV�D�YLULORFDO�WHQGHQF\�LQ�P\�PDWHULDO��DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�ILHOGZRUN�����

out of 30 couples were living with the husband’s parenWV��,Q����RI�WKHVH�WKH�ZRPDQ�LV�

WKH� LPPLJUDQW�� LQ� WKH� WZR� RWKHU� FDVHV�� QHLWKHU� RI� WKH� VSRXVHV� KDG� LPPLJUDWHG��

,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� LQ� WZR� RI� WKH� IRXU� QRQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO� FRXSOHV� WKDW� OLYHG� LQ� H[WHQGHG�

KRXVHKROGV� �RQH� FRXSOH�PRYHG� LQWR� WKHLU� RZQ� IODW� GXULQJ� ILHOGZRUN��� ERWK� SDUWQHUV�

KDG�FRPSOHWHG�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��7KXV��,�GR�QRW�ILQG�WKDW�RQO\�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FRXSOHV�

RU�FRXSOHV�ZLWK�ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�OLYH�LQ�H[WHQGHG�KRXVHKROGV��D�IXOO����RXW�RI�

��� FRXSOHV� OLYHG� LQ� QXFOHDU� KRXVHKROGV�� 2QH� FRXSOH� ,� DP� QRW� FHUWDLQ� RI�� DQG� RQH�

LQIRUPDQW�OLYHG�ZLWK�KHU�VLVWHU��ERWK�RI�WKHP�ERUQ�LQ�1RUZD\�EXW� UDLVHG�LQ�6ZHGHQ��
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DQG� WKHLU� LPPLJUDQW� KXVEDQGV� LQ� D� UHQWHG� IODW�� VDYLQJ� XS� PRQH\� WR� HVWDEOLVK� WZR�

QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROGV��DV�WKH\�GLG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�P\�ILHOGZRUN���

7KHUH� LV� QRW� DOZD\V� D� FOHDU� GLVWLQFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� QXFOHDU� DQG� H[WHQGHG�

KRXVHKROGV�� EHFDXVH� OLYLQJ� DUUDQJHPHQWV� DUH� QRW� VWDWLF�� EXW� FKDQJH� WKURXJK� OLIH��

Although the woman may move in with her husband’s family upon marriage, it is not 

XQFRPPRQ�IRU�WKH�FRXSOH�WR�HVWDEOLVKH�D�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROG�RQFH�WKH\�DUH�ILQDQFLDOO\�

VWDEOH�HQRXJK� WR�GR�VR��6HYHUDO�FRXSOHV� LQ�P\�VWXG\�� VXFK�DV�6RQLD�DQG� ,PUDQ��DQG�

)DL]D�DQG�1DGHHP��OLYHG�LQ�H[WHQGHG�KRXVHKROGV�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�WR�ORZHU�WKH�FRVWV�RI�

OLYLQJ� DQG� VDYH�PRQH\�� DQG� ODWHU� ERXJKW� DQG�PRYHG� LQWR� IODWV� RI� WKHLU� RZQ�� 2WKHU�

FRXSOHV�� OLNH�<DVPLQ� �����DQG�+DP]D� ������KDYH�ERXJKW�SURSHUW\� WKDW� WKH\� UHQW�RXW�

DQG�LV�WKXV�VHOI�ILQDQFLQJ��ZKLOH�WKH\�FRQWLQXH�WR�OLYH�YLULORFDOO\��(YHQWXDOO\��<DVPLQ�

DQG�+DP]D�DLP� WR� HLWKHU�PRYH� LQWR� WKH� IXOO\�ILQDQFHG�DSDUWPHQW�� RU� VHOO� LW� DQG�EX\�

one closer to Hamza’s parents. �

$QRWKHU�GHYHORSPHQW�LV�IRU�IDPLOLHV�WR�OLYH�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�

WKH�VDPH�EORFN�RI�IODWV��:KLOH�WKH�XQLWV�DUH�VHSDUDWH�� WKH�GHJUHH�WR�ZKLFK�PHDOV�� IRU�

H[DPSOH��DUH�VKDUHG�ZLOO�YDU\��,Q�RQH�FDVH�,�NQRZ�RI��D�IDPLO\�RI�IRXU�OLYH�LQ�WKH�IODW�

above the husband’s mother. They eat dinner together, but take their other meals 

separately. At night, the husband sleeps in his parents’ flat, while his wife and two 

FKLOGUHQ�VOHHS�LQ�WKH�IODW�RQ�WKH�IORRU�DERYH�–�VKH�JHWV�SULYDF\�DQG�KH�JHWV�WR�UHPDLQ�

close to his parents, even if this is at the cost of his and his wife’s sex�OLIH��2U��WDNH�

=RKD�DQG�<DVPLQ��ZKR� OLYH� LQ�GHWDFKHG�KRXVHV��ZKHUH� WKH� LQ�ODZV�KDYH�RQH� VWRUH\�

DQG� WKH�FRXSOH�DQG� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ� OLYH�RQ�DQRWKHU��7KH�H[WHQW� WR�ZKLFK�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�

VKDUHG� LV� RSHQ� WR� QHJRWLDWLRQ�� 2Q� WKH� ZKROH�� WKHQ�� ZH� VHH� QHZ� KRXVHKROG�

FRQVWHOODWLRQV� HPHUJLQJ�� FRPELQLQJ� HOHPHQWV� IURP� ERWK� QXFOHDU� DQG� H[WHQGHG�

DUUDQJHPHQWV���

$PRQJ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�SURSHUW\�LQ�1RUZD\�LV�D�VWUDWHJ\��

DV� ,� VHH� LW�� RI� EHORQJLQJ�� RI� VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOWL\�� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQFH��0RUHRYHU��

SURSHUW\� LQYHVWPHQWV� FDQ� EH� XVHG� WR� VHFXUH� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PDUULDJHV� IRU� GDXJKWHUV��

<RXQJ�SDUHQWV�WRGD\�GUDZ�RQ�VWURQJ�NLQVKLS�WLHV�DQG�OLYH�LQ�H[WHQGHG�KRXVHKROGV�LQ�

RUGHU�WR�ILQDQFH�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�JUHDWHU�GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKHVH�YHU\�VDPH�WLHV��E\�LQYHVWLQJ�

LQ�SURSHUW\�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�� ,�GR�QRW�VHH�WKLV�DV�EHLQJ�PRWLYDWHG�E\�UHOLJLRQ��LQ�,VODP��

LQWHUHVW�UDWHV�DUH�haram��EXW�DOORZHG�ZKHQ�WKHUH�DUH�QR�DOWHUQDWLYHV�����5DWKHU��,�ILQG�

                                                           
���KWWS���ZZZ�LVODP�QR�IDTB���B��B�����DVS[�DFFHVVHG����������



106 
 

WKDW�SHRSOH�GUDZ�RQ�NLQVKLS�QHWZRUNV��DQG� OLYH�PRUH�FROOHFWLYHO\�RULHQWHG� OLYHV� IRU�

VRPH�WLPH��DV�D�ZD\�WR�PLQLPLVH�ILQDQFLDO�ULVN�DQG�WKXV�PDNH�PRUH�VHFXUH�ILQDQFLDO�

LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�D�IXWXUH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�ZLOO�EH�OHVV�ERXQG�E\�GXW\���

�

Moral contracts: Interpersonal duties  
'UDZLQJ�RQ�JHULDWULF� UHVHDUFK��1RUZHJLDQ�DQWKURSRORJLVW�%M¡UJ�0RHQ�XVHV� WKH� WHUP�

migration contract� WR� UHIHU� WR� WKH� VRFLDO� DQG� ILQDQFLDO� REOLJDWLRQV� LQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�

IDPLOLHV��DQG�generation contract WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�

FDUH� ������� ������� 6ROLGDULW\� DQG� UHFLSURFLW\�PXWXDOLW\� DUH� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQV� RI� ERWK�

WKHVH�LQWHUOLQNHG�PRUDO�FRQWUDFWV�� ,Q�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�FRQWUDFW��EDELHV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�RU�RWKHU�DGXOWV�IRU�FDUH��ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�UHWXUQ�

ZKHQ� WKHLU� SDUHQWV� EHFRPH� ROGHU� DQG� UHTXLUH� DVVLVWDQFH�� 7KHVH� H[SHFWDWLRQV� RI�

H[FKDQJH�RI�FDUH�DUH�DOVR�HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKH�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWUDFW��ZKHUHE\�NLQVSHRSOH�LQ�

3DNLVWDQ� ZKR� KHOSHG� VRPHRQH� WR� HPLJUDWH� WR� 1RUZD\� LQ� RUGHU� WR� HDUQ� PRQH\� FDQ�

H[SHFW� WR� JHW� VRPHWKLQJ� LQ� UHWXUQ� �0RHQ�� ���������� This ‘return’ can be financial 

DVVLVWDQFH�RU�SURPLVH�RI�PDUULDJH� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� IXUWKHU� IDFLOLWDWLQJ� LPPLJUDWLRQ�

IRU�WKH�FKLOG�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��

5HFLSURFDO�WUDQVDFWLRQV�LQ�IDPLOLHV�EHJLQ�DW�ELUWK�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WKURXJKRXW�OLIH��

encompassing Mauss’ three duties of the gift: to give, receive and UHFLSURFDWH�������

>����@��� *LIW� H[FKDQJHV�� DV� &RQQHUWRQ� WRR� UHPDUNV� ����������� SRWHQWLDWHV� PHPRU\�

Zhen understood in terms of Mauss’ three obligations. *LIW�JLYLQJ�JHQHUDWHV�GHEW�DQG�

WKXV� IDFLOLWDWHV� UHODWLRQV� RI� LQHTXDOLW\� WKDW� VSDQ� WLPH� DQG� VSDFH�� 7KLV� RSHQV� XS� IRU�

PDLQWHQDQFH�DQG�EXLOGLQJ�RI�PHPRU\� WKURXJK�DFWLRQV�ELQGLQJ� WLPH�DQG�SODFH��*LIWV�

DUH� FHQWUDO� LQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� H[FKDQJHV�� DQG� UHPLWWDQFHV� FDQ� EH� MXVWLILHG� E\� WKH�

HFRQRPLF�LQHTXDOLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�JLYHU�DQG�WKH�UHFHLYHU��RU�WKH�ODFN�RI�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�

FHUWDLQ� JRRGV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� DV�ZHOO� DV� GXWLHV� LQ� WKH�PRUDO� FRQWUDFWV�� ,Q� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�

PDUULDJH�XQLRQV�WKHVH�REOLJDWLRQV�UHPDLQ�FHQWUDO��EXW�\RXQJ�SDUHQWV�RI�WRGD\�DUH�DOVR�

critical to their parents’ continued involvement, or rather the nature thereof. Azra for 

instance, has nicknamed her father ‘UNICEF’ –�EHFDXVH��LQ�KHU�YLHZ��KH�VSHQGV�WRR�

PXFK� WLPH� DQG� PRQH\� RQ� WKH� IDPLO\� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� +RZHYHU�� HYHQ� PRUH� VR�� VKH� LV�

FULWLFDO�RI�UHODWLYHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�ZKR�SODFH�LQFUHDVLQJ�GHPDQGV�RQ�KLV�WLPH�DQG�PRQH\��

2Q� WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�� VKRSSLQJ� IRU� JLIWV� IRU� WKRVH� VDPH� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV� FRQVWLWXWHG�D�
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large part of Azra’V�SUHSDUDWLRQV�IRU�D�WULS�VKH�PDGH�WR�3DNLVWDQ�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�P\�

ILHOGZRUN�SHULRG���

$OVR� KHU� KXVEDQG�� ,VPDLO�� UHJXODUO\� VHQGV�PRQH\� WR� WKHLU� IDPLO\� LQ�3DNLVWDQ�

�WKH\�DUH�FRXVLQV���EXW�GHVSLWH� WKHVH� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� ILQDQFLDO�REOLJDWLRQV��KH�DQG�$]UD�

GR�QRW�feel that their children suffer because of this: ‘If Fahad suffered because I send 

money to my family, then Azra would certainly let me know!’ There are two things 

ZRUWK�QRWLFLQJ�KHUH��)LUVWO\��$]UD�IHHOV�WKDW�KHU�RZQ�QHHGV�KDYH�EHHQ�VHW�DVLGH�E\�KHU�

IDWKHU�GXH�WR�KLV�UROH�DV� the family’s ‘UNICEF’. For instance, the marriage between 

$]UD�DQG�,VPDLO�ZDV�DUUDQJHG�EHFDXVH�RI�IDPLO\�REOLJDWLRQV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV��$OVR��

$]UD�ILQGV� WKDW� IDPLO\� LQ�3DNLVWDQ�GRHV�QRW�FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH�GXWLHV� LQ� WKH�UHFLSURFDO�

FRQWUDFWV��+HU�IDWKHU�JLYHV��DQG�EHFDXVH�KH�GRHV�QRW�JHW�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�UHWXUQ��$]UD�KDV�

WR� ILOO� WKLV� GLVFUHSDQF\�� �,� UHWXUQ� WR� WKLV� EHORZ��� 6HFRQGO\�� ZKLOH� JLIW� UHODWLRQV� DQG�

UHPLWWDQFH� VHQGLQJ� UHPDLQ� FHQWUDO� DOVR� WR� \RXQJ� SDUHQWV�� VXFK� DV� $]UD�� WRGD\�� WKH�

RULHQWDWLRQ�DQG�XQGHUO\LQJ�PRWLYDWLRQV��WKH�PDLQ�SXUSRVH�RI�OLYLQJ�DQG�HDUQLQJ�PRQH\�

LQ�1RUZD\�LV�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�1RUZD\�–�LQ�DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ����

Bjørg Moen’s discussion of the reciprocal moral contracts informs my 

DQDO\VLV��EXW�,�ILQG�KHU�VHSDUDWLRQ�RI�FRQWUDFWV�LQWR�WKRVH�EDVHG�RQ�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�WKRVH�

RQ�JHQHUDWLRQ� �HYHQ� LI� VKH�GRHV� VR� IRU�DQDO\WLFDO�SXUSRVHV���GLIILFXOW� WR�DSSO\� WR�P\�

PDWHULDO�� ,QWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO� VRFLDO� DQG� ILQDQFLDO� GXWLHV� FRQWLQXH� ZLWK� PLJUDWLRQ�� DQG�

FDUH� GXWLHV� EHFRPH� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� DORQJ�ZLWK� WKH� LQLWLDO� REOLJDWLRQV� LQ� WKH�PLJUDWLRQ�

FRQWUDFW�� )RU� LQVWDQFH�� WKH� JHQHUDWLRQDO� FDUH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�PD\� FDXVH� WKRVH�ZKR�GR�

WKH�FDULQJ�RU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�FDUHG�IRU�WR�PRYH�DFURVV�QDWLRQDO�ERUGHUV�–�VR�PLJUDWLRQ�

KDV� OLPLWHG�UHOHYDQFH� LQ� VHSDUDWLQJ� WKHVH�GXWLHV��5DWKHU��DORQJVLGH�JHQHUDWLRQ�� ,� ILQG�

JHQGHU� WR� EH� D� IUXLWIXO�PDUNHU� LQ� H[SODLQLQJ� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� WKH�GXWLHV� DQG� KRZ� WKHVH�

IRUP�VRFLDO�OLIH�IRU�3DNLVWDQL�GHVFHQGDQWV�OLYLQJ�LQ�1RUZD\���

�

Marriage: Good rishtas70 
,�KDYH�RIWHQ�EHHQ�VHDWHG�FRPIRUWDEO\�RQ�VRIDV�LQ�SULYDWH�KRPHV��ZLWK�HLWKHU�DQ�DOEXP�

or a laptop in front of me, being shown photos and videos of informants’ weddings, oU�

WKRVH� RI� RWKHU� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV����,Q� -KHOXP�� D� EURWKHU� RI� DQ� LQIRUPDQW� LQ� 1RUZD\�

                                                           
�� �Rishta means ‘relation’ or ‘relationship’, most commonly referred to as a marriage partner or 
SRWHQWLDO�PDUULDJH�SDUWQHU��$�JRRG�rishta PHDQV�D�JRRG�PDWFK���
���:HGGLQJV�FRQVLVW�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�FHUHPRQLHV��7KH�Nikaah��VLJQLQJ�RI�PDUULDJH�FRQWUDFW��PDNHV�WKH�
XQLRQ�OHJDO�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�,VODP��7KLV�FDQ�EH�VLJQHG�PRQWKV��HYHQ�\HDUV��SULRU�WR�WKH�DFWXDO�FHOHEUDWLRQV��
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showed me a video of their parents’ weddinJ��ILOPHG�VRPH����\HDUV�DJR��DQG�LQ�JUHDW�

GHWDLO�WDONHG�PH�WKURXJK�WKH�UHODWLYHV�IHDWXULQJ�LQ�WKH�YLGHR��DOWKRXJK�KH�KLPVHOI�KDG�

QRW�\HW�EHHQ�ERUQ�DW�WKH�WLPH��$OWKRXJK�PRVW�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�P\�VWXG\�KDYH�PRUH�WKDQ����

\HDUV� WR� JR� EHIRUH� UHDFKLQJ� PDUULDJHDEOH� DJH�� WKLV� GRHV� QRW� VWRS� SDUHQWV� IURP�

LPDJLQLQJ�PDUULDJH� DUUDQJHPHQWV� IRU� WKHP�� 7DNLQJ� WKHLU� RZQ�PDUULDJH� DV� SRLQW� RI�

GHSDUWXUH��UHIOHFWLQJ�XSRQ�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�VDWLVILHG�ZLWK�RU�QRW��WKH\�HQYLVDJH�D�UDQJH�RI�

DOWHUQDWLYHV� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� DOZD\V� HPSKDVLVLQJ� their children’s own choice in 

SDUWQHU�DQG� W\SH�RI�PDUULDJH��)HZ�DUH�VWURQJO\�RSSRVHG� WR� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�RU�DUUDQJHG�

PDUULDJHV�� EXW� VHH� WKLV� DV� RQH� DPRQJ� YDULRXV� SRVVLEOH� DOWHUQDWLYHV�� +DP]D� LV�

FRQYLQFHG� WKDW� DUUDQJHG�PDUULDJHV� ODVW� ORQJHU� WKDQ� ORYH�PDUULDJHV� ‘because it just 

isn’t possible to live up to the love thing’�� DOWKRXJK�KH�GRHV�QRW� VHH� WKHVH�PDUULDJH�

W\SHV� DV� FRPSOHWHO\� GLVWLQFW� IURP� HDFK� RWKHU�� ,QGHHG�� WKH� XQLRQ� EHWZHHQ� KLP� DQG�

<DVPLQ�KDG�EHHQ�DUUDQJHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�FKLOGUHQ��EXW�DV�WHHQDJHUV�WKH\�IHOO�LQ�ORYH�

ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��2QH�DGYDQWDJH�RI� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJH��+DP]D�VD\V�� LV�FRQWLQXHG�

FRQWDFW�ZLWK�3DNLVWDQ��

�

‘When you’re old enough to get married,�your grandparents have often passed 

away. Thus, parents are the only strong connection to the family in 

Pakistan…the roots...If both sets of parents live in Norway, then the children 

of the married couple will not have any grandparents in Pakistan. There will 

be no one to visit in Pakistan and they will lose contact with Pakistan and 

their relatives there.’� 

�

0DUULDJH�HVWDEOLVKHV�QHZ�VWDWXVHV�DQG�NLQVKLS�UHODWLRQV�IRU�WKH�EULGH�DQG�JURRP��DQG�

IRU� WKH�QHZ�DIILQHV� �&KDUVOH\������������ ,GHDOO\��PDUULDJH�SDUWQHUV�VKRXOG�EHORQJ� WR�

WKH� VDPH� biraderi RU� zaat,���DOWKRXJK� QRW� DOO� PDUULDJHV� DUH� DUUDQJHG� ZLWKLQ� WKHVH��

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�RU�RWKHUZLVH��6KDZ�	�&KDUVOH\���������,Q�,VODP��PDUULDJH�LV�D�UHOLJLRXV�

GXW\��DQG�SDUHQWV�DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DVVLVWLQJ� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH�PDUULDJH�SURFHVV�

�6DMMDG�� ��������. This is so even when spouses are not found ‘in the family’, but 

WKURXJK� IULHQGV�� DFTXDLQWDQFHV� RU� SURIHVVLRQDO� PDWFK�PDNHUV�� 0DUULDJH� DOOLDQFHV�

ZLWKLQ� NLQVKLS� VWUHQJWKHQ� WLHV�� DOWKRXJK� WKH� VFRSH� RI� WKH� WLHV� PD\� UHPDLQ� ZHDN�

                                                                                                                                                                      
$IWHU� WKLV� WKHUH�DUH� WKUHH�PDLQ� IHVWLYLWLHV�� WKH�mehndi� �KHQQD���barat (groom’s party) and the walima 
(given by the groom’s family) �VHH�&KDUVOH\���������
���Zaat�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DV�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�FDVWH���
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�:HUEQHU��������VHH�DOVR�5\WWHU���������+RZHYHU��DV�/DPE�ILQGV�LQ�,QGLD��ZKLOH�WKHVH�

LQWHUSHUVRQDO� GXWLHV� FDQ� EULQJ� SHRSOH� FORVHU� WRJHWKHU�� WKH\� FDQ� DOVR� SXOO� WKHP� DSDUW�

�����������+DP]D�WRR�VHHV�WKH�GXDOLW\�RI�WKHVH�WLHV��:KLOH�KH�HPSKDVLVHV�WKH�UROH�RI�

PDUULDJH�LQ�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WLHV� WR�3DNLVWDQ��KH�DGGV�WKDW�IDPLO\�PDUULDJH�DOVR�KDV�WKH�

SRWHQWLDO� WR� ZHDNHQ� WKRVH� YHU\� VDPH� WLHV�� ,I� D� FRXSOH� KDV� D� FRQIOLFW�� KH� VD\V�� WKH�

‘inevitable involvement’�RI�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�PD\�LQWHQVLI\�DQG�H[WHQG�WKH�UDQJH�

RI�WKH�FRQIOLFW��LQYROYLQJ�HYHQ�PRUH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��WKXV�H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�

RI� WKH� FRQVWHOODWLRQV� DQG� LQFUHDVLQJ� WKH� OLNHOLKRRG� IRU� FRQIOLFW�� &KDUVOH\� GUDZV�

VSHFLILF�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�ULVN�PDQDJHPHQW�LQ�H[SODLQLQJ�%ULWLVK�Pakistanis’ preference for 

FORVH�NLQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV�� DOWKRXJK� VKH� DOVR� HPSKDVLVHV� WKDW� NLQ�REOLJDWLRQV�

DQG� VWUDWHJLF� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� DORQH� FDQQRW� H[SODLQ� WKH� FRQWLQXHG� SRSXODULW\� RI� WKHVH�

PDUULDJHV� DPRQJ� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� WKH� 8.� �&KDUVOH\�� ������� 6KH� XQGHUVWDQGV� ULVN� DV�

social, as ‘arranging a marriage carries risk for the families involved’ whether this 

EHQHILWV�RU�GDPDJHV�WKH�IDPLO\�KRQRXU��&KDUVOH\�����������������

My informants do not use the term ‘risk’ when they speak of marriage, but ULVN�

PDQDJHPHQW� LV� RQH� ZD\� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� DVVHVVPHQWV� WKDW� DUH� EHKLQG� WKHLU�

HYDOXDWLRQV� RI� HOHPHQWV� WKDW� KDYH� JRQH� ULJKW� RU� ZURQJ� LQ� WKHLr own and others’ 

PDUULDJHV��ZKLFK�LQIOXHQFHV�KRZ�WKH\�WKLQN�DERXW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ’s or younger siblings’ 

PDUULDJHV�� 7UDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV� DUH� VRPHWLPHV� FRQVLGHUHG� XQVWDEOH�� EHFDXVH� WKH�

partners are too ‘different’, and because it is challenging for the pDUWQHU�LQ�1RUZD\�WR�

EHDU� WKH� ILQDQFLDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�� DQG� IRU� WKH� LPPLJUDQW� SDUWQHU� WR�PRYH� DZD\� IURP�

IDPLO\��IRU�JHQGHUHG�SHUVSHFWLYH��VHH�/LYHUVDJH��������/LYHUVDJH�	�-DNREVHQ���������

(YHQ� FORVH�NLQ� PDUULDJH� HQWDLOV� XQFHUWDLQW\� EHFDXVH�� DV� VRPH� PRWKHUV� KDYH�

HPSKDVLVHG�WR�PH��WKHUH�LV�QR�JXDUDQWHH�DV�WR�KRZ�WKH�LPPLJUDQW�KXVEDQG�ZLOO�UHDFW�WR�

QHZ�HOHPHQWV�OLNH�EHFRPLQJ�D�KXVEDQG�DQG�D�IDWKHU�LQ�D�QHZ�FRXQWU\�DZD\�IURP�KLV�

SDUHQWV��,QGHHG��ZKHQ�D�PDUULDJH�JRHV�ZHOO��ZRPHQ�,�NQRZ�PD\�speak of their ‘luck’ 

�flaks) or of being ‘fortunate’ (heldig��LQ�WKHLU�FKRLFH�RI�KXVEDQG��HYHQ�LI�KH�LV�D�ILUVW�

FRXVLQ�DQG�ZHOO�NQRZQ���

,�DP�RIWHQ�WROG�WKDW�D�0XVOLP�VKRXOG�PDUU\�D�0XVOLP��EHFDXVH�0XVOLP�SDUHQWV�

KDYH�D�GXW\� WR� UDLVH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�DV�0XVOLPV� ��VWEHUJ������D�������$�JRRG� rishta�

FDQ� WDNH�PDQ\� IRUPV�� EXW� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� HTXDOLW\� DQG� VLPLODULW\� DUH� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWRUV�
                                                           
���$OOLVRQ�6KDZ�DQG�.DWKHULQH�&KDUVOH\�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV�DUH�PRWLYDWHG�E\�HPRWLRQ�
LQ�NLQVKLS�WLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�ULVN�������. Hamza’s reflections can be understood in line with this argument. 
'XH�WR�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�VSDFH�,�GR�QRW�PRYH�IXUWKHU�LQWR�WKLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�UHDVRQV�IRU�RU�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�
WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV���
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�5\WWHU�� ���������� FRQYH\LQJ� ‘ideas about a ‘good’ match and about emotional 

connections between people’ �6KDZ�	�&KDUVOH\�������������$OWKRXJK� WKH�SLFWXUH� LV�

EHFRPLQJ� PRUH� YDULHG�� NLQ�� FDVWH�� FODVV�� VRFLDO� SRVLWLRQ� DQG� HWKQLF� EHORQJLQJ� VWLOO�

PDWWHU� LQ� DUUDQJHG� PDUULDJHV� �:DOOH�� ����������� 7KURXJK� WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\� DUUDQJHG�

biraderi PDUULDJHV�� KRUL]RQWDO� UHODWLRQV� �ZLWKLQ� VDPH� JHQHUDWLRQ�� DQG� YHUWLFDO� RQHV�

�DFURVV�JHQHUDWLRQV��DUH�PDLQWDLQHG�RYHU�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��:KHQ� ‘new’ PDUNHUV��VXFK�

DV�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHYHO��HQWHU�WKH�HTXDWLRQ�RI�VLPLODULW\�DQG�GLIIHUHQFH��WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�

ZKDW� D� JRRG rishta� LV� FKDQJHV��&RQVHTXHQWO\�� DV�PDQ\�PDGH� D� SRLQW� RI� WHOOLQJ�PH��

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� VKRXOG� ORRN� IRU� PDUULDJH� SDUWQHUV� DPRQJ� RWKHU� 1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQLV�� RU� DPRQJ�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ�3DNLVWDQ��ZKHWKHU� IURP�ZLWKLQ� WKH�

biraderi�RU�QRW���

7KXV��ZKDW� H[DFWO\� FRQVWLWXWHV� ULVN� DQG� XQFHUWDLQW\� LQ�PDUULDJH� LV� FKDQJLQJ��

DORQJ�ZLWK� QHJRWLDWLRQV� RI� ZKDW� LW� LV� WKDW� FRQVWLWXWHV� VLPLODULW\� DQG� GLIIHUHQFH�� DQG�

KRZ� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� LGHDOV� RI� FROOHFWLYLW\� DQG� LQGLYLGXDOLW\� VKRXOG� EH�� ,�

understand Charsley’s approach to risk as collective; and even when arranged 

PDUULDJHV�DUH�SHUFHLYHG�DV�PRUH�ULVN\�WKDQ�ORYH�PDUULDJHV��WKH�ULVN�LV�VWLOO�XQGHUVWRRG�

LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR�ZKDW�PLJKW�DIIHFW� WKH�FROOHFWLYH�� ,� ILQG� WKDW� LGHDV�RI�D�JRRG� rishta� DUH�

LQFUHDVLQJO\� EHFRPLQJ� LQGLYLGXDOO\� RULHQWHG�� <HW�� SUHIHUHQFHV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� LQ�

QHJRWLDWLRQV� RI� LQGLYLGXDOLVP� DQG� GXWLHV� WRZDUGV� WKH� FROOHFWLYH� GXW\� �biraderi��

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�� UHPDLQ�FHQWUDO� LQ�PDUULDJH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�DV� WKH\�GR� LQ�DFWXDO�PDUULDJH��

EXW� ZLWK� D� NLQG� RI� VLPLODULW\� WKDW� LV� EDVHG� RQ� LQGLYLGXDOLW\� �HGXFDWLRQDO� OHYHO��

UHVLGHQFH��FKRLFH����

,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�$]UD�DQG�,VPDLO��WR�ZKLFK�ZH�QRZ�WXUQ��,�VHH�WKHLU�GLOHPPDV�DQG�

OLIH� FRXUVHV� DV� KDYLQJ� EHHQ� VKDSHG� LQ� WKH� MXQFWXUH� EHWZHHQ� FROOHFWLYH� DQG�

LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� RULHQWDWLRQV�� ZLWK� LPSOLFDWLRQV� IRU� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� NLQVKLS� DV� WKH�

IRXQGDWLRQ� RI� SULPDU\� VRFLDO� RUJDQLVDWLRQ�� :KHQ� D� PDUULDJH� LV� FRQWHPSODWHG��

LQGLYLGXDO� DPELWLRQV� DQG� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� RI� WKH� FROOHFWLYH� DUH� WKH� PDLQ� OLQHV� RI�

QHJRWLDWLRQ���

�

Structure and organisation: Choice in marriage partner 
�

Azra is married to her cousin Ismail, her father’s brother’s son. Although they 
‘always’ wanted to marry each other, they both feel that they married ‘too 
early’ at 17 and 19 years old of age, and further that Azra’s father, Mr Malik, 
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SXVKHG� WKH� XQLRQ� IRUZDUG� LQ� WLPH� EHFDXVH� KH� QHHGHG� VRPHRQH� WR� UXQ� WKH�
IDPLO\�EXVLQHVV�LQ�1RUZD\�XSRQ�KLV�UHWLUHPHQW��$]UD�DQG�,VPDLO�ZHUH�ZHG�LQ�
'XEDL�� DQG�QRZ� OLYH� LQ�1RUZD\�ZLWK� WKHLU� WZR�FKLOGUHQ��)DKDG� ����DQG�EDE\�
0RQL]D�LQ�D�WKUHH�bedroom flat that Azra’s parents bought for her. $]UD�FDUHV�
IRU�0RQL]D�DW�KRPH��ZKLOH�)DKDG�LV� LQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��,VPDLO�ZRUNV�IXOOWLPH�DV�
DQ� HQJLQHHU�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� UXQQLQJ� WKH� IDPLO\� EXVLQHVV�� $]UD� ZRUNHG� LQ� D�
WHPSRUDU\� SRVLWLRQ�ZKHQ� ,� ILUVW�PHW� KHU�� EXW�ZKHQ� KHU� FRQWUDFW� H[SLUHG�� VKH�
VWUXJJOHG� WR� ILQG� ZRUN�� +HU� EURWKHU�� )DLVDO�� DQG� KLV� ZLIH�� $QLOD�� OLYH� LQ� D�
VPDOOHU�IODW�QHDUE\��DOVR�ERXJKW�E\�WKHLU�SDUHQWV���

Mr and Mrs Malik are divorced, and Mr Malik lives 15 minutes’ walk 
DZD\�IURP�$]UD�DQG� ,VPDLO��0UV�0DOLN� LV�FKURQLFDOO\� LOO��QHHGLQJ�URXQG�WKH�
FORFN�FDUH��5HVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU�KHU�FDUH� LV� VKXIIOHG�DURXQG� LQ� WKH� IDPLO\��ZLWK�
WKH�ILQDQFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\� UHVWLQJ�ZLWK�0U�0DOLN��3UDFWLFDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU�
FDUH� VKLIWV� EHWZHHQ� UHODWLYHV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� 3DNLVWDQ� DQG� 1HZ� =HDODQG�� $]UD�
FDUHG�IRU�KHU�PRWKHU�ZKHQ�)DKDG�ZDV�D�EDE\�DQG�D�WRGGOHU��EHIRUH�0UV�0DOLN�
ZDV� VHQW� WR�3DNLVWDQ� WR�EH� ORRNHG� DIWHU� WKHUH�� ,Q� ������ UHODWLYHV� LQ�3DNLVWDQ��
HYHQ�ZKHQ� VRPHRQH�ZDV� SHUVRQ� HPSOR\HG�� SDLG� E\�0U�0DOLN��ZHUH� XQDEOH�
(Azra says ‘unwilling’) to care for Mrs Malik, so she was sent to her sister in 
1HZ�=HDODQG��$IWHU� D� IHZ�PRQWKV�� WKH� VLVWHU� FRXOG�QR� ORQJHU� ORRN� DIWHU� KHU��
DQG� )DLVDO� IHWFKHG� KHU� LQ� 1HZ� =HDODQG� DQG� EURXJKW� KHU� WR� 1RUZD\�� 7KLV�
GLVFRQFHUWHG� $]UD�� DV� VKH� NQHZ� WKDW� $QLOD� GLG� QRW� ZDQW� WR� ORRN� DIWHU� KHU�
PRWKHU�LQ�law. As she wrote in an SMS to me: ‘Hey sweetie. Just got back 
from the Mela festival at Aker brygge. Just like that my aunt in New Zealand 
told us she did not want my mother there anymore, so she is coming to 
Norway. I guess I am the one who must look after her. Will try to find some 
sort of rehab centre ASAP.’ �

7KHUH�ZDV�PXFK�EDFN�DQG� IRUWK��ZLWK�$]UD� WHOOLQJ�KHU� IDWKHU� WKDW� VKH�
FRXOG�ORRN�DIWHU�KHU�PRWKHU�DIWHU�DOO��DV�VKH�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�VHQG�KHU�WR�DQ�ROG�
people’s home. After all, she (Azra) would be at home with new�ERUQ�0RQL]D��
0U�0DOLN� DJUHHG�� VD\LQJ� WKDW� DOWKRXJK� KH� GLG� QRW� ZDQW� WR� EXUGHQ� $]UD�� KH�
FRXOG�QRW�ILQG�D�VXLWDEOH�FDUH�KRPH�IRU�KLV�H[�ZLIH��+RZHYHU��WKH\�GLG�ILQG�D�
SODFH�ZKHUH�0UV�0DOLN�VWD\HG�IRU�VL[�PRQWKV�EHIRUH�PRYLQJ�LQ�ZLWK�)DLVDO�DQG�
$QLOD��ZKR�HYHQWXDOO\�DJUHHG�WR�FDUH�IRU�KHU��DVVLVWHG�E\�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�QXUVH��
$OWKRXJK� VKH� GLG� QRW� WUXVW� WKDW� WKLV� DUUDQJHPHQW� ZRXOG� ODVW�� $]UD� ZDV�
QHYHUWKHOHVV� UHOLHYHG�� DV� VKH� KDG� EHHQ� ZRUULHG� DERXW� LQFUHDVLQJ� KHU� RZQ�
GRPHVWLF�ZRUNORDG��ZLWK� OHVV� WLPH�IRU�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�IRU�KXVEDQG�� ‘Caring 
for my mother impacts on our marriage in a negative way, because I work so 
hard during the day, so when I go to bed, I am just too tired to do anything, if 
you know what I mean…’��

�
,�GDUH�VD\� WKDW�DOO�P\� LQIRUPDQWV�DUH�HQPHVKHG�LQ� WKH�NLQG�RI�NLQVKLS� WKDW�0DUVKDOO�

6Dhlins terms the ‘mutuality of being’, loosely defined as ‘participation in one 

another’s existence’ or ‘interdependent existence’ �6DKOLQV���������������3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�

LQ� HDFK�RWKHU’V� OLYHV� VSDQV�QDWLRQDO�ERUGHUV��'XWLHV� DQG�FDUH� VWUDWHJLHV� LQ�RQH�SODFH�

LQIOXHQFH�KRZ� OLIH� LV� OLYHG� IRU�SHRSOH� OLYLQJ� LQ�DQRWKHU�SODFH��7KURXJK� WKHVH�GXWLHV��

SODFHV�EHFRPH�FRQQHFWHG��7UDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV�FDQ�EH�D�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�VWUDWHJ\�

LQ� D� V\VWHP� RI� NLQ� REOLJDWLRQV� �VHH� DOVR� 6KDZ�	�&KDUVOH\�� ������� EXW� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�
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ZKLFK�REOLJDWLRQV�LQ�VWUXFWXUH�XQIROG�LQ�SUDFWLFH�YDU\��,Q�WKH�0DOLN�IDPLO\�–�DQG�,�VHH�

it from Azra’s perspective –�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DUH�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�ZKDW�NLQGV�RI�GXWLHV�

DUH� HPEHGGHG� LQ� WKH� VRFLDO� VWUXFWXUHV� DQG� KRZ�� EXW� WKH� DFWXDO� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� WKHVH�

GXWLHV� UHPDLQV� D� VRXUFH� RI� GLVDJUHHPHQW� DQG� WKXV� RI� QHJRWLDWLRQ�� )DLVDO� DQG� $QLOD�

KDYH�IRUPDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�0UV�0DOLN��EXW�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�

DOWHUQDWLYHV�ZHUH�WULHG�RXW�ILUVW��Additionally, Ismail’s duties are primarily towards his 

SDUHQWV�DQG�XQPDUULHG�VLEOLQJV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�–�EXW�DOVR�WRZDUGV�$]UD’s�IDPLO\��EHFDXVH�

$]UD’s� IDWKHU� LV� ,VPDLO’s� SDWHUQDO� XQFOH�� )XUWKHU�� DV� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ�� 0U�

0DOLN�� WKURXJK� ,VPDLO�� RZHV� D� GHEW� RI� REOLJDWLRQ� WR� Ismail’s father, because he 

DVVLVWHG�KLP�LQ�HPLJUDWLQJ���

:KLOH� $]UD� DQG� ,VPDLO� E\� DQG� ODUJH� PHHW� IDPLO\� H[SHFWDWLRQV�� WKH\� IHHO�

DPELYDOHQW� DERXW� KRZ� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� GUDZQ� LQWR� VXFK� UHFLSURFDO� GXWLHV�� $]UD�

H[SHULHQFHV�D�ODFN�RI�FRQWURO�LQ�KHU�RZQ�PDUULDJH��DV�VKH�UHDOLVHV�WKDW�WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�

KHU�PRWKHU�ZLOO�EH�GLVUXSWLYH�WR�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��VKH�LV�

QRW�QRQ�DPELYDOHQW�WRZDUGV�KHU�GXWLHV�WRZDUGV�KHU�SDUHQWV��WR�FDUH�IRU�KHU�PRWKHU�DQG�

UHOLHYH�KHU�IDWKHU�RI�WKH�EXUGHQ��DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��WR�FDUH�IRU�KHU�WKHP�

DQG�IRFXV�RQ�KHU�PDUULDJH���,GHDOO\��$]UD�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�FRQWLQXH�ZRUNLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�

KRPH�� EXW� KDV� IRXQG� LW� KDUG� WR� JHW� D� QHZ� MRE�� ,Q� WKLV� VHQVH��PHHWLQJ� WKH� FROOHFWLYH�

IHPLQLQH� GXWLHV� FDQ� JLYH� KHU� D� VHQVH� RI� SXUSRVH�ZKHQ� VKH� LV� XQDEOH� WR�PHHW�PRUH�

LQGLYLGXDO�DPELWLRQV��VHH�&KDSWHU�����$OWKRXJK�,VPDLO�LV�FDXWLRXV�DERXW�FULWLFLVLQJ�KLV�

LQ�ODZV� WR� PH�� KH� WRR� LV� FOHDUO\� IHG� XS� ZLWK� WKH� XQSUHGLFWDELOLW\� RI� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ�

because ‘everyone’ seems to have a stake and a say in it. When I ask him, ‘How are 

you [plural] doing?’ KH�DQVZHUV� ‘”We” is a relative term, you know’��LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�

WKH�‘we’ LQFOXGHV�PRUH�SHRSOH�WKDQ�KH�SUHIHUV�LW�WR��7KXV��,VPDLO��OLNH�+DP]D��DERYH��

HPSKDVLVHV� WKH� SRWHQWLDOV� DQG� LPSDFWV� RI� GLVDJUHHPHQWV� DERXW� WKH� QDWXUH� DQG�

RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�GXW\�LQ�IDPLOLHV���

$OVR�)DULGD�DQG�+DPPDG’s marriage was arranged. It is evident that, as is the 

case with Ismail and Azra’s experiences, complying with duties demands flexibility 

DQG�FUHDWLYLW\��0RUHRYHU��WKHUH�FDQ�EH�URRP�IRU�FKRLFH�HYHQ�ZLWKLQ�D�V\VWHP�RI�GXW\���

�

)DULGD�������RQH�RI�IRXU�VLEOLQJV��ZDV�ERUQ�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�JUHZ�XS�WKHUH��6KH�LV�
married to her mother’s sister’s son, Hammad (31), who was born and brought 
up in Norway. They have one child, and live with Hammad’s parents in a 
GHWDFKHG� KRPH� DW� (OOLQJVUXd. Farida’s oldest brother is married to their 
father’s sister’s daughter, and they live with her family in Pakistan –�KH� LV�D�
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ghar damad����Farida’s second�ROGHVW�EURWKHU�HPLJUDWHG�WR�*HUPDQ\��ZKHUH�KH�
FRPSOHWHG�KLV�XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ��7KHUH��KH�PDUULHG�D�%ULWLVK�ZRPDQ�EHIRUH�
VKH� KDG� EHHQ� LQWURGXFHG� WR� WKH� IDPLO\�� 7KH\� ODWHU�PRYHG� WR�%HOJLXP�ZKHUH�
they live today with their daughter. Farida’s third and youngest brother, who 
OLYHV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� PDUULHG� GXULQJ� P\� ILHOGZRUN�� 7KLV� LV� D� FURVV�zaat� ORYH�
PDUULDJH��ZKHUH�WKH�FRXSOH�KDG�NQRZQ�HDFK�RWKHU�IRU�DOPRVW�WHQ�\HDUV�EHIRUH�
KLV�IDPLO\��IURP�D�KLJKHU�UDQNLQJ�zaat�WKDQ�KHU��ILQDOO\�DJUHHG�WR�WKH�PDUULDJH��
7KH�XQLRQ�KDV�UHPDLQHG�FRQWHVWHG��DQG�PDQ\�FORVH�UHODWLYHV��LQFOXGLQJ�XQFOHV�
DQG�DXQWV�� FKRVH�QRW� WR� DWWHQG� WKH�ZHGGLQJ��1RQHWKHOHVV��XSRQ�PDUULDJH�� WKH�
wife moved in with her husband’s family, and is responsible for looking after 
KHU�DLOLQJ�SDUHQWV�LQ�ODZ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�)DULGD��WKH�XQLRQ�ZDV�DFFHSWHG�EHFDXVH�
WKH�IDPLO\�QHHGHG�VRPHRQH�WR�ORRN�DIWHU�WKH�ROG�FRXSOH��D�GXW\�WKH�QHZ�ZLIH�
ZDV�SUHSDUHG�WR�WDNH�RQ��%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�KHDY\�ZRUNORDG�LQ�FDULQJ�IRU�WKH�ROGHU�
JHQHUDWLRQ��WKH�QHZO\ZHGV�KDYH�GHFLGHG�WR�SRVWSRQH�KDYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�D�IHZ�
\HDUV���

�

7KH� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI� XQLRQV� PHHW� GLIIHUHQW� GXWLHV� ZLWKLQ� WKH� FROOHFWLYH�� 7KURXJK�

WKHLU� PDUULDJHV�� )DULGD� DQG� KHU� ROGHU� EURWKHU� SUHVHUYH� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� PDWHUQDO� DQG�

SDWHUQDO� IDPLO\� LQ� 1RUZD\� DQG� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� )XUWKHU�� )DULGD� PDNHV� LW� SRVVLEOH� IRU�

Hammad’s family to uphold links with Pakistan and kin there. Her youngest broWKHU�

and his wife fulfil intergenerational duties through ‘the operational responsibility’, as 

Hammad terms it, caring for the family. Farida’s brother in Belgium has, as he 

himself puts it, ‘acquired a European passport’ through his marriage �VHH�DOVR�6KDZ�

	�&KDUVOH\���������%\�WKLV�KH�PHDQV�QRW�RQO\�WKDW�KH�KDV�GRQH�ZHOO�IRU�KLPVHOI�DV�DQ�

LQGLYLGXDO��EXW�KH�DOVR�GHILQHV�KLV�VXFFHVV�LQ�PDUULDJH�DV�D�UHVRXUFH�WKDW�HQDEOHV�KLP�

WR� PHHW� GXWLHV� WRZDUGV� KLV� IDPLO\� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� ZKLFK� LV� DOVR� D� ZD\� WR� GR� ZHOO� IRU�

KLPVHOI��EXW�GHILQHG�LQ�D�PRUH�FROOHFWLYH�ZD\��7KLV�EURWKHU�� WKH�RQO\�RQH�LQ�(XURSH��

UHJXODUO\�UHPLWV�PRQH\�WR�WKH�IDPLO\�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��EXW�ZLWKRXW�KLV�ZLIH’s knowledge��

2QH� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKH� DFFHSWDQFH� RI� KLV� PDUULDJH�� DV� ,� VHH� LW�� LV� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� RWKHU�

VLEOLQJV��DQG�)DULGD�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��KDYH�IROORZHG�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�WKXV�HQVXUHG�WKH�IDPLO\�

D� JRRG� UHSXWDWLRQ��7KLV� JLYHV�PRUH� IUHHGRP�RI� FKRLFH� WR� RWKHU� VLEOLQJV�� )DULGD� DQG�

+DPPDG�VRPHWLPHV�VHQG�UHPLWWDQFHV�WR�KHU�SDUHQWV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKHLU�REOLJDWLRQ�OLHV�

ZLWK�KLV�IDPLO\�LQ�1RUZD\��,Q�WKHLU�KRXVHKROG��+DPPDG’s�SDUHQWV�DVVLVW�LQ�WDNLQJ�FDUH�

RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��HQDEOLQJ�)DULGD�WR�ZRUN�SDUW�WLPH�LQ�D�WUDYHO�DJHQF\��+RZHYHU��)DULGD�

                                                           
���7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�PDWULORFDO�KRXVHKROG�WKDW�,�KDYH�FRPH�DFURVV�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�UHVHDUFK��DQG�WKLV�
LQ�3DNLVWDQ��1RQH�RI�P\� LQIRUPDQWV� LQ�1RUZD\� OLYHG� LQ�PDWULORFDO�KRXVHKROGV�ZKHQ� ,�PHW� WKHP��EXW�
one couple lived in the wife’s chilGKRRG� KRPH�� ZKLFK� KHU� IDWKHU� PRYHG� RXW� RI� ZKHQ� WKH� KXVEDQG�
arrived from Pakistan. Her father, living ten minutes’ walk away, came and went as he wanted to, and 
VRPHWLPHV�VSHQW�WKH�QLJKW�WKHUH�WRR���
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is less convinced than Hammad as to whether his parents’ assistance outweighs the 

EXUGHQ�RI�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�DQG�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�WKHP���

5\WWHU�RIIHUV� D� VFDOH�RI�SDUWQHU�SUHIHUHQFH� DPRQJ�'DQLVK�3DNLVWDQLV�� UDQJLQJ�

IURP� FRQVDQJXLQHRXV�PDUULDJHV� YLD�PDUULDJHV�ZLWKLQ� WKH�biraderi�� WR�PDUULDJH�ZLWK�

HWKQLF� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� 'HQPDUN� DQG� RWKHU� 0XVOLP� LPPLJUDQWV� LQ� 'HQPDUN�� WR� QRQ�

0XVOLP�HWKQLF�'DQHV��+H�PDSV�WKH�PDUULDJH�SUHIHUHQFHV�RI�WKH�'DQLVK�QDWLRQ�VWDWH�DV�

H[DFWO\� WKH� RSSRVLWH� �5\WWHU�� ����������:KLOH� ,� UHFRJQLVH� WKLV� VFDOH� RI� SUHIHUHQFHV��

ZKLFK� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� DV� UDQJLQJ� IURP� VLPLODULW\� WR� GLIIHUHQFH�� DOVR� DPRQJ� P\�

LQIRUPDQWV��WKH�VFDOH�LV�QRW�DV�FOHDU�cut as it appears in Rytter’s five�IROG�GLYLVLRQ��,Q�

WKH�FDVH�RI�)DULGD�DQG�KHU�VLEOLQJV�� IRU� LQVWDQFH��RQH�EURWKHU�PDUULHG�FURVV�zaat�DQG�

DQRWKHU�PDUULHG�D�(XURSHDQ�QRQ�0XVOLP��,Q�WKHVH�WZR�ORYH�PDUULDJHV��FHQWUDO�GXWLHV�

ZLWKLQ� WKH� FROOHFWLYH� DUH�PHW� �FDUH� IRU� ROGHU� SDUHQWV�� ILQDQFLDO� VWDELOLW\���ZKLFK� KDV�

PDGH� WKH� PDUULDJHV� HDVLHU� WR� DFFHSW� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKH� GXWLHV� DUH� PHW� WKURXJK� OHVV�

WUDGLWLRQDO�XQLRQV��$OVR��DV�QRWHG��WKHVH�PDUULDJHV�FRXOG�EH�PRUH�HDVLO\�DFFHSWHG�E\�

WKH�IDPLO\�EHFDXVH�)DULGD�DOUHDG\�KDG�PDUULHG�DUUDQJHG�DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\���

+HQFH�� ZLWKLQ� RQH� IDPLO\� WKHUH� PD\� EH� D� PL[WXUH� RI� GLIIHUHQW� PDUULDJH�

VWUDWHJLHV� �VHH�DOVR�6KDZ�������������VRPH�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�QRW� LQ� OLQH�ZLWK� IRUPDOLVHG�

VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH��3HRSOH�PDNH�SUDJPDWLF�FKRLFHV��LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�SRLQWV�RI�GHSDUWXUH�

LQ�DUUDQJLQJ�RU�DFFHSWLQJ�rishtas�DUH�WKH�GXWLHV� WKDW�QHHG�WR�EH�IXOILOOHG��RU� WKH�WDVNV�

WKDW� QHHG� WR� EH� GRQH�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� PDLQWDLQLQJ� WKH� VRFLDO� VWUXFWXUH�� +RZHYHU�� WKHVH�

FKRLFHV�DUH�QHLWKHU�IUHH�RI�VWUXFWXUH�RU�GXW\��ULVN�HYDOXDWLRQV��:KHQ�0U�0DOLN�QHHGHG�

D�SHUVRQ� WR� WDNH�RYHU� WKH�EXVLQHVV��KH� IRXQG�VRPHRQH� IURP�ZLWKLQ� WKH� IDPLO\��7KLV��

SUHVXPDEO\��ZDV�VHHQ�DV�HQWDLOLQJ�OHVV�ULVN�EHFDXVH�0U�0DOLN�KDG�NQRZQ�,VPDLO�HYHU�

VLQFH� KH�ZDV� ERUn, and their relationship was complex and ‘strong’, through being 

UHODWHG�LQ�PXOWLSOH�ZD\V��,I�,VPDLO�IDLOHG�WR�SHUIRUP�KLV�GXWLHV�VXIILFLHQWO\��WKDW�FRXOG�

EH�PHW�ZLWK� LQ�IDPLO\� VDQFWLRQV��ZLWK�PRUH� DOO�HQFRPSDVVLQJ� FRQVHTXHQFHV� WKDQ� LI�

WKLV�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�D�IDPLO\�PDWWHU��$V�WKH�PDUULDJH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�WZR�FRXSOHV�

VKRZ��WKH�SRLQW�5D\PRQG�)LUWK��������PDGH�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR�–�QDPHO\��WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�

EHWZHHQ�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�VRFLDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��WKH�IRUPHU�EHLQJ�IL[HG��WKH�ODWWHU��WKH�

OHYHO�RI�SUDFWLFH��IOXLG�–�UHPDLQV�YDOLG���

�
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Approaching changes and continuities 
2I� FRXUVH��ZKDWHYHU� WKH� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�� WKHUH�ZLOO� DOZD\V� EH� DQ� HOHPHQW� RI� ULVN�� RI�

XQFHUWDLQW\�DQG�RI�KRSH�LQ�PDUULDJH�DV�LQ�DOO�RWKHU�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFHV��1R�RQH�FDQ�NQRZ�

ZKDW�WKH�IXWXUH�KROGV��ZKLFK�HOHPHQWV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�DQG�ZKLFK�ZLOO�FKDQJH��DQG�KRZ��

,Q�KHU�ZRUN�RQ�2[IRUG�3DNLVWDQLV��$OLVRQ�6KDZ��������SD\V�FRQVLGHUDEOH�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�

the continuities in her informants’ lives, as is evident also from the title, Kinship and 

continuity��0LNNHO�5\WWHU��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��HPSKDVLVHV�GLVFRQWLQXLW\�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�

'DQLVK�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� KLV�Family upheaval� ��������+H� DUJXHV� WKDW� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

'DQLVK�Pakistanis challenge ‘the organisation, meaning and content of local and 

transnational family life’,� in what he sees as ‘a period of unrest and upheaval, with 

authority and priorities within households and families being renegotiated’ ����������

6LJQLILFDQW� VLWHV� IRU� WKLV� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��5\WWHU� FRQWLQXHV�� DUH� WUDGLWLRQV� RI� DUUDQJHG�

HQGRJDPRXV� PDUULDJHV� DQd the ‘widespread practice’ of ‘love�marriages’ and 

establishing independent households, with patrilocal households ‘eroding’ ����������

,Q�PDQ\�RI�P\�GLVFXVVLRQV�� ,� FRQWH[WXDOLVH�P\�PDWHULDO�ZLWK� OLWHUDWXUH� IURP��

QRWDEO\��'HQPDUN�DQG�WKH�8.��,�ILQG�WKLV�IUXLWIXO��EXW�DOVR�GR�WKLV�ZLWK�VRPH�FDXWLRQ��

&DUH�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�LQ�GUDZLQJ�GLUHFW�FRPSDULVRQV�DFURVV�FRXQWULHV�DQG�DFURVV�WLPH��DV�

WKHUH� LV� PRUH� WKDQ� D� GHFDGH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� SXEOLFDWLRQV� RI� WKH� WZR� ERRNV�PHQWLRQHG�

DERYH�� 7KH� UHODWLYH� VL]H� RI� WKH� 3DNLVWDQL� SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� WKH� WZR� FRXQWULHV�� WKHLU�

migration history and ‘age’ of the migration streams differ, as do immigration 

UHJXODWLRQV��QDWLRQDO�SROLF\�RQ�LQWHJUDWLRQ��HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�ZHOIDUH�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��DOVR�

ZKHQ� FRPSDUHG� WR� 1RUZD\�� $V� WKH� PDQWUD� JRHV�� FRQWH[W� PDWWHUV�� 3DNLVWDQL�

immigrants’ life�ZRUOGV� DQG� RULHQWDWLRQV� PXVW� EH� XQGHUVWRRG� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� WKH�

QDWLRQDO�LGHRORJLHV�DQG�SROLFLHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�UHVLGH���

5HWXUQLQJ� WR� WKH�0DOLN� IDPLO\� DQG� WKHLU�GLOHPPDV�GLVFXVVHG�DERYH�� ,� GR�QRW�

VHH�VXFK�negotiations as ‘upheaval’ in WKLV�RU�WKH�IDPLOLHV�,�NQRZ��&HUWDLQO\��WKHUH�LV�

DQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�RULHQWDWLRQ�DPRQJ�P\� LQIRUPDQWV��

ZLWK�JURZLQJ�DFFHSWDQFH� DQG�SUDFWLFH�RI� ORYH�PDUULDJHV� DQG�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROGV�� DV�

5\WWHU� DOVR� ILQGV�� +RZHYHU�� WKH� IDPLO\� UHPDLQV� DQ� LQVWLWXWLRQ� RI� H[LVWHQWLDO�

VWDELOLW\�VHFXULW\� �trygghet�� �'¡YLQJ�� ���������� DPRQJ� P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� 5\WWHU� XVHV�

ERWK�upheaval�DQG�erosion�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�FKDQJHV�LQ�IDPLO\�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�RULHQWDWLRQV�

'DQLVK�3DNLVWDQLV�DUH�XQGHUJRLQJ��,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHVH�VKLIWV�LQ�SHUVRQKRRG�RULHQWDWLRQV�

EHWZHHQ�JHQHUDWLRQV�DV�PRUH�JUDGXDO��DQG�QRW�DV�XSKHDYDO�RU�DV�YDOXHV�HURGLQJ��DZD\��

LQ� DQ� LUUHYHUVLEOH�SURFHVV�� DOWKRXJK� LW� LV� FHUWDLQO\� QRW�ZLWKRXW� FRQIOLFWV�� ,Q�RQO\�RQH�
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FDVH� KDYH� ,� H[SHULHQFHG� FRQIOLFWV� WKDW� ,� FRQVLGHU� DV� XSKHDYDO�� EXW� WKHQ� WR� VXFK� D�

GUDPDWLF� H[WHQW� WKDW� ,� GHFLGHG� WR� UHIUDLQ� IURP� GLVFXVVLQJ� WKLV� IDPLO\� IXUWKHU� LQ� WKH�

WKHVLV���

3HRSOH�LQ�WKHLU���V�DQG���V�WHQG�WR�KDYH�D�PRUH�UHIOH[LYH�WDNH�RQ�WUDGLWLRQ�WKDQ�

WKHLU�SDUHQWV�KDYH��%\� WKLV� ,�PHDQ� WKDW��ZKLOH� LGHDOV� DQG�SUDFWLFHV� FRQWLQXH�DQG�DUH�

VHHQ�YDOXDEOH�WR�\RXQJ�SDUHQWV� WRGD\�� \RXQJ�SDUHQWV� WRGD\�GR�QRW� WDNH�WKHVH�DW�IDFH�

YDOXH�� LQVWHDG�� WKH\� DSSO\� D� PRUH� WUDGLWLRQDOLVWLF� RULHQWDWLRQ�� GHOLEHUDWHO\� DQG�

UHIOH[LYHO\� FKRRVLQJ� WR� FRQWLQXH�� VWUHQJWKHQ� RU� SURWHFW� FHUWDLQ� HOHPHQWV� DQG� QRW�

RWKHUV�� ,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��FRQWLQXLW\�GRHV�QRW� VLPSO\�happen:� LW�PXVW�EH� IDFLOLWDWHG�� ,Q�

WKLV� UHIOH[LYH� SURFHVV� OLH� DOVR� SUDFWLFDO� DQG� PRUDO� XQFHUWDLQWLHV� and ‘bickering’, or 

JUDSSOLQJ��ZKHUH�SHRSOH�ZDQW�ERWK�FRQWLQXLW\�DQG�FKDQJH��RIWHQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�VDPH�

elements of family life, like motherhood. Underlying Azra’s considerations about 

WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�KHU�PRWKHU�LV�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�FOHDU�OLQHDU�SDWK�LQ�WKH�WUDMHFWRULHV�RI�KHU��

and my other informants’��DPELWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV���

�

Generations: temporal and spatial, relational and dynamics75 
%HIRUH�,�PRYH�RQWR�GLVFXVV�IDPLO\�PRGHOV�LQ�1RUZD\��,�UDLVH�WKH�LVVXH�RI�JHQHUDWLRQ��

The practical importance of generation, Karl Mannheim argues, ‘becomes clear as 

VRRQ� DV� RQH� WULHV� WR� REWDLQ� D� PRUH� H[DFW� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� DFFHOHUDWHG� SDFH� RI�

social change characteristic of our time’ ������������&RQYHUVHO\��JHQHUDWLRQ�FDQ�DOVR�

DOORZ�XV�WR�VHH�DQG�DQDO\VH�DVSLUDWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�PRYH�DW�D� OHVV�DFFHOHUDWHG�

SDFH��0DQQKHLP� VHHV� JHQHUDWLRQ� DV� D� location� LQ� WLPH�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� DV� WLHV� WKDW� ELQG�

SHRSOH�WRJHWKHU�DV�D�VRFLDO�JURXS�� ,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��JHQHUDWLRQ�EHDUV�VLPLODULWLHV�WR�FODVV�

SRVLWLRQ� �0DQQKHLP�� ����������� 7KHVH� JURXSV� WKXV� IRUP� D� ORFDWLRQ� WKDW� FDQ� EH�

XQGHUVWRRG�DV�KLVWRULFDO�VRFLDO��0DQQKHLP�������������

,�XQGHUVWDQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LQ�WHPSRUDO�DQG�VSDWLDO�WHUPV��ZKLFK�DUH�WKH�HOHPHQWV�

WKDW� %DGU\D� WRR� EULQJV� XS� LQ� GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ� KHUVHOI� DV� D� PHPEHU� RI� WKH� VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ� DQG� VRPHRQH� ZKR�� XQOLNH� KHU� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQW� KXVEDQG�� KDV�

XQGHUJRQH� D� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�� 6KH� KDV� OLYHG� LQ� 1RUZD\� �VSDWLDO�� ORQJHU� WKDQ� KHU�

                                                           
���0\�WKRXJKWV�RQ�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZHUH�LQVSLUHG�E\�GLVFXVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZRUNVKRS�Diversity, generation and 
place: Negotiating relations and practices of difference in immigrant neighbourhoods�� ������ -XQH�
������ DUUDQJHG� E\� 'DQLVK� )RONORUH� $UFKLYHV�� 7KH� 5R\DO� /LEUDU\� DQG�'HSDUWPHQW� RI� $QWKURSRORJ\��
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&RSHQKDJHQ��
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KXVEDQG��WHPSRUDO���PDNLQJ�VHQVH�RI� WKHVH� WZR�GLPHQVLRQV� WKURXJK�D�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�

RI�UHODWLRQV���

�

%DGU\D��� - My husband comes from a culture where he does not help out 

that much. But then he works at night now and also studies, so 

it is not all that easy for him. But still…he does not see that I 

need help.�

,GD��� �- When you speak of the culture he comes from – how do you 

view your culture as different?�

%DGU\D��� - My culture has become different because I’ve lived here for so 

long. I have changed. He does not understand that here it is 

only us two adults living here, so we have to do everything.��

�

(PSLULFDOO\�� WKH�VSDWLDO� DQG� WHPSRUDO�GLPHQVLRQV�XQIROG� LQ�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�

DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�VHOI–RWKHU�UHODWLRQV��%DGU\D�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�YLHZV�

RQ�JHQGHU��+H�LV�DFFXVWRPHG�WR�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�JHQGHU�UROHV��ZKHUHDV�VKH�ZDQWV�WKHP�

WR�VKDUH�WDVNV�DQG�VSKHUHV��H[SODLQLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�LV�QHFHVVDU\�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�MXVW�WKH�

WZR� RI� WKHP��:KHUHDV� KH� VSHQW� KLV� SUH�PDUULDJH� OLIH� LQ� DQ� H[WHQGHG� KRXVHKROG� LQ�

3DNLVWDQ�� VKH� VSHQW� KHUV� LQ� D� QXFOHDU� KRXVHKROG� LQ� 1RUZD\�� 7KH� FRPSOHPHQWDU\�

JHQGHUHG� UROH�� IRU�%DGU\D�� UHVXOWV� LQ�KHU�ZRUN�EHFRPLQJ� LQYLVLEOH�� DQG�SUHYHQWV�KHU�

IURP�WDNLQJ�RQ�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW���

%DGU\D�LV�QRW�DORQH�LQ�PDNLQJ�WKHVH�GLVWLQFWLRQV��0DQ\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ�GLVWLQJXLVK� WKHPVHOYHV� IURP� WKH� ILUVW� JHQHUDWLRQ�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKHLU� VSRXVHV��

by referring to them as ‘Pakistani Pakistanis’ or ‘real Pakistanis’. By making this 

GLVWLQFWLRQ�� WKH\� simultaneously emphasise that ‘deep down, or rather higher up’�

�%DXPDQQ�� ��������� WKH\� DUH� VLPLODU�� ,QIRUPDQWV� SRVLWLRQ� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ� UHODWLRQ� RU�

RSSRVLWLRQ� WR� WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ��$OVR�� WKRVH�ZKR� DUH� ERUQ� DQG� UDLVHG� LQ�1RUZD\�

SRVLWLRQ� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� WKRVH�RI� WKH� VDPH�DJH��EXW�ZKR�KDYH�PLJUDWHG� DV�

DGXOWV��EXW�WKLV�LV�DOVR�JHQGHUHG��6HYHUDO�ZRPHQ�,�NQRZ�DUH�GLVLOOXVLRQHG�FRQFHUQLQJ�

WKHLU� LPPLJUDQW� KXVEDQGV� DQG� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\�� DQG� OLNH� %DGU\D�� WKH\� ILQG� WKHLU�

KXVEDQGV�WR�EH�WRR�FRQVHUYDWLYH���

� ,Q�WKHLU�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�D�VSHFLDO�LVVXH�RI�Diaspora��%HUJ�DQG�(FNVWHLQ�RXWOLQH�

D�FULWLTXH�RI�WKH�DVVLPLODWLRQLVW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZKHUH�DGDSWDWLRQ�LV�VHHQ�

DV� OLQHDU�� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� OHQJWK� RI� WLPH� OLYHG� LQ� WKH� QHZ� FRXQWU\�� DQG� DFFRUGLQJO\��
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ZKHUH� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� VHFRQG� JHQHUDWLRQ� DUH� VHHQ� DV� PRUH� LQWHJUDWHG� DQG� EHWWHU�

LQIRUPHG� DERXW� WKH� KRVW� FRXQWU\� WKDQ� WKHLU� SDUHQWV� �%HUJ� 	� (FNVWHLQ�� �������

)ROORZLQJ�0DQQKHLP� �>����@�������%HUJ� DQG�(FNVWHLQ�GUDZ�RQ� WKH�FRKRUW� VHQVH�RI�

WKH�WHUP�JHQHUDWLRQ��VHHLQJ�JHQHUDWLRQV�DV�KLVWRULFDOO\�JURXQGHG�DQG�WKHUHIRUH��WDNLQJ�

SUH�migration factors into account: ‘if migrants from any one country uproot at 

different times with different lived experiences, they would constitute different 

historically embedded generations’ �%HUJ�	�(FNVWHLQ����������LWDOLFV�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO����

,�ILQG�WKLV�PRUH�PXOWLIDFHWHG�DQG�OHVV�OLQHDU�DSSURDFK�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�VRFLDO�

FKDQJH�IUXLWIXO�IRU�DQDO\VLQJ�VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV��FRQWLQXLWLHV�DQG�FKDQJHV�LQ�

SUDFWLFHV�DPRQJ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��ZKLFK�GR�VHHP�WR�JR�EH\RQG��PHUH��OLQHDULW\�

EDVHG� RQ� OHQJWK� RI� UHVLGHQFH� LQ� 1RUZD\�� :KLOH� LQFUHDVLQJ� LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ� DQG�

UHIOH[LYLW\� DUH�� JHQHUDOO\� VSHDNLQJ�� D� IXQFWLRQ� RI� WLPH� VSHQW� LQ� 1RUZD\�� people’s 

FKRLFHV�DQG�OLIH�WUDMHFWRULHV�DUH�LQIOXHQFHG�E\�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�PDUNHUV�WKDW�LQFOXGH�SUH��

DQG� SRVW�PLJUDWLRQ� H[SHULHQFHV�� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� VRFLDO� DQG� SROLWLFDO� FRQWH[W� RI� WKH�

FRXQWU\� WKH\� OLYH� LQ�� DQG� KRZ� IDPLOLHV� DUH� JRYHUQHG� WKHUH��0\�PDWHULDO� DOVR� VKRZV�

WKDW�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�DUH�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�PRUH�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�DERXW�

1RUZHJLDQ�VWDWH� VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��QRU�GR� WKH\�QHFHVVDULO\�KDYH�H[WHQVLYH�

VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV�DQG�DPSOH�PRELOLW\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�RU�

today’s tUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJH� LPPLJUDQWV��$QG�\HW��%DGU\D�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV�RI�P\�

LQIRUPDQWV�IHHO�WKDW�OHQJWK�RI�WLPH�LQ�1RUZD\�GRHV�PDWWHU�–�UHJDUGLQJ�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\��

IRU� H[DPSOH�� &HUWDLQO\�� DOWKRXJK� WUDMHFWRULHV� DUH� QHYHU� WLG\�� OHQJWK� RI� UHVLGHQFH� LQ�

1RUZD\� LV� RQH� UHOHYDQW� LQGLFDWRU� LQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH� SUDFWLFHV� DQG� LPDJLQLQJV� RI�

IDPLO\� LGHDOV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� RI� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� <HW�� ZH� QHHG� WR� DSSURDFK�

JHQHUDWLRQ�� ERWK� WKH� WHPSRUDO� DQG� VSDWLDO� DVSHFWV� RI� LW�� DV� LW� RIWHQ� HPHUJHV� LQ�

LQWHJUDWLRQ� GLVFRXUVHV�� DV� QRQ�OLQHDU� DQG� DV� RQH� RI� VHYHUDO� LQWHUVHFWLRQ� PDUNHUV� RI�

similarities and difference, such as educational level, that shape people’s life�ZRUOGV��

In a migration context, as Rytter writes, ‘generations are not only generated in 

GLIIHUHQW� WLPHV�� EXW� DOVR� LQ� Gifferent places’ ���������� )XUWKHU�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� EHLQJ�

spatial and temporal, ‘generation’ is a relational WHUP�� WKH� VHFRQG� JHQHUDWLRQ� LV�

‘second’ only when seen in the context of the first generation. As we recall from 

Faiza’s statement in the first chapWHU��‘First you are a daughter, then you are a sister, 

then you are a wife, and then you become a mother.’ :KLOH�)DL]D�HPSKDVLVHV�GLVWLQFW�

VWDWXVHV��JHQHUDWLRQDO�PRYHV�WKURXJK�KLVWRU\�PXVW�DOVR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�FRQWLQXRXV��

*HQHUDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�FRKRUWV��EXW�WKHVH�DUH�QRW�GLVWLQJXLVKDEOH�IURP�HDFK�
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RWKHU�E\�FOHDU�EUHDNV����/HW�PH�UHWXUQ�WR�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�LQVLJKW�IURP�0DQQKHLP��ZKLOH�D�

generational location excludes various possible modes of ‘thought, experience, 

IHHOLQJ��DQG�DFWLRQ��DQG�UHVWULFWV�WKH�UDQJH�RI�VHOI�H[SUHVVLRQ�RSHQ�WR�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�WR�

certain circumscribed possibilities’, it does not exhaust the matter �������������� $�

JHQHUDWLRQDO�DSSURDFK�PXVW�DOORZ�IRU�SDUWLFXODUV�DV�ZHOO�DV�XQLYHUVDOV��IRU�GLIIHUHQFHV�

DV�ZHOO�DV�VLPLODULWLHV��*HQHUDWLRQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�D�FRKRUW�DOORZV�XV�WR�VHH�ERWK�WKH�OLQHV�

RI� FRQIOLFW� DQG� GLVDJUHHPHQW�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� DV� UHJDUGV� WKH� GXWLHV� LQ� WKH� JHQHUDWLRQ�

FRQWUDFW���

7DNLQJ� D� VSHFLILF� JHRJUDSKLFDO� ORFDWLRQ� DV� D� SODFH� IURP� ZKLFK� WR� UHFUXLW�

LQIRUPDQWV�� ,� KDYH� UHFUXLWHG� LQIRUPDQWV� DPRQJ� ERWK� ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

LPPLJUDQWV�� <HW�� DV� GLVFXVVHG� DERYH�� WKH� PDMRULW\� RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� GR� QRW� KDYH�

WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ��ZKLFK� LV� DOVR� D� SURGXFW� RI� UHFUXLWLQJ� LQIRUPDQWV� IURP�$OQD�� DQG�

WKXV�WKH\�PD\�KDYH�GLIIHUHQWO\�FODVVHG�WUDMHFWRULHV�WKDQ�$DUVHW’s��������and Nadim’s 

������� LQIRUPDQWV��%HFDXVH�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�ZHUH�QRW� UHFUXLWHG�RQ� WKH�EDVLV�RI�VRFLDO�

FODVV�RU�PLJUDWLRQ�WUDMHFWRU\��,�FDQ�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�GLVHQWDQJOH�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�PLJUDWLRQ�

WUDMHFWRU\�DQG�KRZ�WKHVH�LQIOXHQFH�SUDFWLFH�DQG�DPELWLRQ�RI�SUDFWLFH��

Alejandro Portes defines ‘second generation’ as children born in the host 

FRXQWU\�RI� DW� OHDVW� RQH� LPPLJUDQW�SDUHQW�� RU�ZKR�HPLJUDWHG�DW� D� \RXQJ�DJH� �3RUWHV��

�����L[�� VHH� DOVR� 3RUWHV� 	� 5XPEDXW�� ������� ,Q� 1RUZD\�� ERWK� ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQWV� DUH� HPLF� WHUPV�� ZLWK� WKH� ODWWHU� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKRVH� ERUQ� LQ�

1RUZD\�RI�LPPLJUDQW�EDFNJURXQGV��innvandrerbakgrunn���DQG�WKH�IRUPHU�WKRVH�WKDW�

WKHPVHOYHV� KDYH� LPPLJUDWHG� �innvandrere��� 0XFK� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� OLWHUDWXUH� XVHV� WKH�

term ‘second� generation’ �VHH� H�J�� � /HYLWW� 	� :DWHUV�� ����E��� VR� XVLQJ� LW� SHUPLWV�

FRPSDULVRQ� �$QGHUVVRQ� HW� DO��� �������. Mikkel Rytter uses the term ‘pioneer’ in 

UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH� ILUVW� JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� PLJUDQWV� �������� ZKHUHDV� 0DUMDQ� 1DGLP� XVHV�

‘forerunners’ in describing� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� 3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV� LQ� 1RUZD\� ��������

+HQFH��ERWK�ILUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�DUH�VWDNLQJ�RXW�WKHLU�RZQ�FRXUVHV�GLIIHUHQWO\�

WR� WKH� JHQHUDWLRQ� EHIRUH� WKHP�� ,Q� GRLQJ� WKLV�� PRWKHUV�� ,� ILQG�� PDNH� XVH� RI� WKH�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� RIIHUV�� EXW� DUH� DOVR� OLPLWHG� E\� LWV�

FRQVWUDLQWV�� ,� HQG� WKLV�FKDSWHU�ZLWK�D�EULHI�DQDO\VLV�RI�1RUZHJLDQ�VWDWH�GLVFRXUVH�RQ�

                                                           
���6HHQ� IURP� D� GLIIHUHQW� DQJOH�� WKHUH� LV� VRPHWLPHV� D� QHHG� WR� FRQVWUXFW� WKHVH� EUHDNV�� DQG� IDFLOLWDWH�
WUDQVJUHVVLRQ�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� WKURXJK� rites of passage� �VHH� DOVR� GLVFXVVLRQ� LQ� &KDSWHU� ���� DQG� LQ�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�RI�DJH�FRKRUWV��DV�6KDND�=XOX�GLG�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�KLV�DJH�UHJLPHQWV��
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WKH�IDPLO\��DQG�GLVFXVV�VRPH�RI�WKH�SROLF\�PHDVXUHV�DQG�ILQDQFLDO�LQFHQWLYHV�LW�RIIHUV�

IDPLOLHV��

�

State discourse: Two family models 
1RUZHJLDQ� VRFLRORJLVW� $UQODXJ� /HLUD� LGHQWLILHV� WZR� JHQHUDO� DVSHFWV� RI� SDUHQWKRRG��

HFRQRPLF� SURYLVLRQ�� DQG� FDULQJ�� QXUWXULQJ� DQG� XSEULQJLQJ� ����������� :KDW�

GLVWLQJXLVKHV�RQH�IDPLO\�PRGHO�IURP�DQRWKHU�LV�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�WDVNV�ZLWKLQ�

WKH�IDPLO\��FRPPRQO\�DORQJ�WKH�OLQHV�RI�JHQGHU��DJH�DQG�JHQHUDWLRQ��7KXV�IDU�LQ�WKLV�

FKDSWHU�� ,� KDYH� LQ� D� EURDG� VHQVH� GLVFXVVHG� QHJRWLDWLRQV� RI� IDPLO\� OLIH� DPRQJ�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� OLYLQJ� LQ� $OQD�� IRFXVLQJ� RQ� FRQWLQXLWLHV� DQG� FKDQJHV� LQ� D�

PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��8VLQJ�HPSLULFDO�H[DPSOHV�� ,�KDYH�RXWOLQHG� WKH�FHQWUDO� IHDWXUHV�RI�

WKLV�PRGHO��ZKLFK�EULHIO\�SXW��LV�IRXQGHG�XSRQ�NLQVKLS�UHODWLRQV��ZKHUH�VWUDWLILFDWLRQV�

DUH�EDVHG�RQ�DJH�� JHQHUDWLRQ�DQG�JHQGHU��7KH�SUHVFULEHG� UROH�RI�ZRPHQ� LQ� ,VODP� LV�

RQH�IDFWRU�WKDW�PRXOGV�ZRPen’s status, where the ‘economic provision for women is 

the responsibility of men, and women must marry and reproduce to earn status’, as 

6DWKDU� DQG� FROOHDJXHV� UHSRUW� IURP� 3DNLVWDQ� �6DWKDU�� &URRN�� &DOOXP� 	� .D]L��

������������

,� QRZ� IRFXV� RQ� WKH� GRPLQDQW� 1RUZHJLDQ� IDPLO\� PRGHO�V��� EHFDXVH� WKLV�

becomes the ‘blueprint’ against which all other models and practices are measured, by 

VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV� DV� ZHOO� DV� E\� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� VLWXDWLQJ� WKHLU� RZQ�

SUDFWLFH�RU� DPELWLRQV�RI�SUDFWLFH�� ,Q� WKH�ZHOIDUH� VWDWH��SXEOLF�SULYDWH�ERXQGDULHV� DUH�

SDUWLFXODUO\�EOXUUHG��,�SUHVHQW�IRXU�ILQDQFLDO�LQFHQWLYHV�WKDW�,�VHH�DV�WRROV�IRU�JRYHUQLQJ�

WKH�IDPLO\�–� WR� LOOXVWUDWH�QRW� MXVW� WKLV�EOXUULQHVV��EXW�DOVR�WKH�DPELJXLWLHV� LQKHUHQW� LQ�

WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�DQG��DOEHLW�OHVV�VR��LQ�WKH�XQGHUSLQQLQJ�RI�LGHDOV�RI�WKH�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH��,�

DOVR�EULHIO\�LQWURGXFH�VRPH�UHOHYDQW�WKHRUHWLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�JRYHUQDQFH�WKDW�,�ZLOO�

UHWXUQ�WR��PDLQO\�LQ�&KDSWHUV���DQG������

 )URP�WKH�����V�RQZDUG��SDUHQWKRRG�PRGHOV� LQ� WKH�1RUGLF�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�VHW�

new standards for ‘good’ fatherhood and ‘good’ motherhood with ‘the translation of 

parental responsibility for children’s care into social rights for mothers and fathers’ 

�(OOLQJV WHU�	�/HLUD����������. That said, caring remains a central element in ‘good 

motherhood’, while it is less so in ‘good fatherhood’ �/HLUD�� ��������� ����� ,Q� RWKHU�

ZRUGV��SDUHQWKRRG�UHPDLQV�D�JHQGHUHG�SUDFWLFH� LQ� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�� LW� LV�

SDUHQWV��EXW�DOVR�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ��ZKR�VRFLDOLVH�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�FKLOGUHQ��6NLOEUHL��
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���������� *HQGHU� HTXDOLW\� WKURXJK� V\PPHWULFDO� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV� LV� D� FHQWUDO�

GLPHQVLRQ�LQ�SROLWLFDO�GLVFRXUVH��EXW�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�IDPLO\�SROLF\�SDFNDJH��RU�FKLOG�

care regime, is also paradoxical, ‘combining dual�HDUQHU� VXSSRUW� ZLWK� WUDGLWLRQDO�

EUHDGZLQQHU� HOHPHQts, including generous cash transfers to families’ �(OOLQJV WHU�

����� LQ� (OOLQJV WHU�� ����������� RU�� DV� 3IDX�(IILQJHU� WHUPV� LW�� D� GXDO�

EUHDGZLQQHU�VWDWH�FDUHU�PRGHO�����������LQ�1DGLP������������(YHQ�VR��VFKHPDWLFDOO\��

D� FHQWUDO� GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ� WKH�3DNLVWDQL� DQG�1RUZHJLDQ� IDPLO\�PRGHOV� LV� WKDW� WKH�

IRUPHU�LV�EDVHG�RQ�PRUH�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�DQG�KLHUDUFKLFDO�UHODWLRQV��ZKHUHDV�JHQGHUHG�

DQG�JHQHUDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQV�DUH�RI�D�PRUH�V\PPHWULFDO�QDWXUH�LQ�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�PRGHO���

7KURXJKRXW�WKH�WKHVLV�,�ZULWH�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�VWDWH�GLVFRXUVH��RU�VWDWH�PRGHO��

%\�WKLV��,�GR�QRW�PHDQ�WR�LPSO\�WKDW�DOO�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV�DUH�RULHQWHG�WRZDUGV�WKHVH�

VDPH�LGHDOV�DQG�RUJDQLVH�WKHLU�IDPLO\�OLIH�LQ�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�GLVFRXUVH��,QGHHG��DV�

DOVR� 6WHIDQVHQ� DQG� %ODDVY U� SRLQW� RXW�� WKH� RIILFLDO� VWDWH� GLVFRXUVH� LV� IRXQGHG� RQ�

PLGGOH�FODVV� LGHDOV� ������� WKDW� KDYH� EHFRPH� QRUPDOLVHG� �5XJNnVD�� ������� 6HYHUDO�

UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�SRLQWHG�RXW� WKDW� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� LV� D� FODVVHG�SUDFWLFH�� DQG� IRFXVHG�RQ�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DPRQJ� ZRUNLQJ� DQG� PLGGOH�FODVV� SDUHQWV� LQ� 1RUZD\� �6WHIDQVHQ� 	�

)DUVWDG��������DQG�WKH�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�IDPLO\�FXOWXUH�DPRQJ�EXVLQHVV�HOLWH�IDPLOLHV�LQ�

1RUZD\��$DUVHWK���������$OVR��ZH�QHHG�WR�VHH�WKH�GRPLQDQW�1RUZHJLDQ�IDPLO\�PRGHO�

LQ� D� KLVWRULFDO� SHUVSHFWLYH�� ,W� KDV� QRW� DOZD\V� EHHQ� EDVHG� RQ� V\PPHWULFDO� JHQGHU�

UHODWLRQV�DQG�DQ� LQWHUYHQWLRQLVW� VWDWH�� WKLV�KDV�GHYHORSHG� LQ� FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�EURDGHU�

FKDQJHV� LQ� VRFLHW\� �VHH�'DQLHOVHQ�� /DUVHQ�	�2ZHVHQ�� ����� IRU� D� KLVWRU\� RI� JHQGHU�

HTXDOLW\�LQ�1RUZD\����

�

De-familialisation and integration 
,Q�WKH�1RUGLF�FRXQWULHV�WRGD\��EHVLGHV�UHJXODWLQJ�WKH�IUDPHV�IRU�SDUHQWKRRG��WKH�VWDWH�

WDNHV�RQ�FRQVLGHUDEOH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�LQYHVWPHQW��UHJXODWLRQ�DQG�FRQWURO�RI�FKLOGUHQ�

IURP� HDUO\� FKLOGKRRG� �/HLUD�� ���������� 7KURXJK� WKLV� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�� WKH� ERXQGDULHV�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�SULYDWH�EHFRPH�EOXUUHG��FKDOOHQJHG�DQG�UHGHILQHG��GHSHQGLQJ�

RQ� WKH� LGHRORJLFDO� VKLIWV� LQ� WKH� QDWLRQDO� JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� SRSXODU� GHPDQGV� IRU� DQG�

UHVSRQVHV� WR� VWDWH� UHRULHQWDWLRQV�� ,Q� 6FDQGLQDYLD�� SDUHQWKRRG� LV� SROLWLFLVHG� WKURXJK�

‘wide�UDQJLQJ�� FRQWURYHUVLDO� SROLWLFDO� SURFHVVHV� LQ� ZKLFK� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQVKLSV� LQ�

parenting and family obligations are redesigned’ �(OOLQJV WHU�	�/HLUD�����������2QH�

central aim is, as mentioned, to free women’s time so that they can take on wage 
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ZRUN��SD\�WD[HV�DQG�EHFRPH�ILQDQFLDOO\�DXWRQRPRXV���,Q�WKH�GRPLQDQW�VWDWH�GLVFRXUVH��

‘good citizens’ ‘give back’ to society (fellesskapet,�‘the commonality’) through salary 

WD[DWLRQ��VHH�DOVR�9LNH���������IXQGDPHQWDO�WR�D�UHGLVWULEXWLYH�VWDWH��$�IDPLO\�PRGHO�

EDVHG�RQ�QXFOHDU�IDPLOLHV�DQG�WZR�ZRUNLQJ�DQG�WD[�SD\LQJ�SDUHQWV��DV�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�

PRGHO� LV� DQG� KDV� EHHQ� VLQFH� WKH� ����V� UHTXLUHV� D� VWURQJ� VWDWH� WKDW� FDQ� WDNH� RQ� WKH�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�FDULQJ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�HGXFDWLQJ�WKHP�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�VWDWH�LGHRORJLHV��

7KLV� LV� LQ� OLQH� ZLWK� WKH� GH�IDPLOLDOLVDWLRQ� RI� WKH� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� WKDW� *¡VWD� (VSLQJ�

$QGHUVHQ� ������� KDV� LGHQWLILHG� LQ� WKH� 1RUGLF� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� UHJLPHV�� PXFK� RI� WKH�

EXUGHQ�RI� FDULQJ� IRU� WKH� IDPLO\� LV� UHPRYHG� IURP� WKH� IDPLO\� LWVHOI� DQG� DGGHG� WR� WKH�

WDVNV�RI� WKH�VWDWH��ZKLFK� LV�PDGH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�VHUYLFHV�DQG�EHQHILWV� IRU�

WKH�IDPLO\���

,Q� FRQFXUUHQFH�ZLWK� WKLV� funksjonstømming�of the family (lit. ‘emptying the 

family of function’), there has been an increased level of intimacy within families, 

ZLWK� WKH� PHPEHUV� KHOG� WRJHWKHU� WKURXJK� HPRWLRQDO� WLHV� �$DUVHWK�� ������������7KH�

LGHRORJ\�RI�GH�IDPLOLDOLVDWLRQ�VHUYHV�WR�OHJLWLPLVH�WKH�HQWU\�RI�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV�

LQWR�WKH�SULYDWH�VSKHUH��DQG�WKH�VWDWH�WDNHV�RQ�YDULRXV�WDVNV��VXFK�DV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�

for care and ‘development’ of childUHQ�� WKDW� LQ� OHVV� DPELWLRXV� VWDWHV� IDOOV� XQGHU� WKH�

SULYDWH� GRPDLQ� RI� WKH� IDPLO\�� 7KH� 1RUZHJLDQ� VWDWH�� OLNH� WKH� RWKHU� 1RUGLF� ZHOIDUH�

states, is ambitious in terms of the ‘scope of the responsibilities that statutory 

DXWKRULWLHV� KROG� IRU� WKH�ZHOIDUH� RI� LWV� Fitizens and to the extensiveness of a state’s 

welfare system’ �5XJNnVD�������������+RZHYHU�� DV�$GD�(QJHEULJWVHQ� ULJKWO\�SRLQWV�

RXW�� DOWKRXJK� PXFK� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� FDUH� LV� UHPRYHG� IURP� WKH� IDPLO\�� WKH� LGHDO�

FDULQJ�UROH�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHO\�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�IDPLO\��DOWKRXJK�LWV�EDVLV�IRU�

VROLGDULW\� GLPLQLVKHV� ������������ 7KXV�� ZKLOH� WKH� VWDWH� EHFRPHV� GH�IDPLOLDOLVHG�� DV�

$UQODXJ�/HLUD��������DUJXHV��WKH�IDPLO\�DOVR�EHFRPHV�UH�IDPLOLDOLVHG�WKURXJK�ORQJHU�

SDUHQWDO�OHDYH�DQG�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW��VHH�EHORZ����

7KH� LGHDO� RI�employment-based welfare policies� �arbeidslinja�� ILUVW� DSSHDUHG�

LQ�ZULWWHQ�IRUP�LQ�D�:KLWH�3DSHU��Stortingsmelding��LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��DV�D�UHVSRQVH�

                                                           
���,� ZLOO� QRW� GHOYH� LQWR� WKLV� GLVFXVVLRQ�� EXW� LW� FRXOG� EH� RI� LQWHUHVW� WR� LQYHVWLJDWH� IXUWKHU� WKH� QHZ� RU�
FKDQJHG�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK� IDPLOLHV� FRPH� WR�PDWWHU� LQ� WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOG��)RU� LQVWDQFH��7KRPDV�3LNHWW\�
ZULWHV� RI� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJ� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� LQKHULWDQFH� LQ� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� PRELOLW\� �3LNHWW\�� �������
,QKHULWDQFH� RI� FRXUVH�� PXFK� OLNH� DUUDQJHPHQWV� ZLWKLQ� biraderis,� LV� D� ZD\� RI� NHHSLQJ� ZHDOWK� ZLWKLQ�
IDPLOLHV� WKURXJK�D�FROOHFWLYLVW�DUUDQJHPHQW�� ,Q�2VOR��ZLWK� VN\URFNHWLQJ�SURSHUW\�SULFHV�� WKRVH�SDUHQWV�
ZKR�DUH�DEOH�WR�LQFUHDVLQJO\�DVVLVW�WKHLU�RIIVSULQJ�LQ�HQWHULQJ�WKH�SURSHUW\�PDUNHW��:KHQ�,�WROG�,VPDLO�
WKDW�P\�KXVEDQG�,�ZHUH�FRQVLGHULQJ�WR�FRQWLQXH�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�VPDOO�IODW�DQG�UDWKHU�XVH�RXU�PRQH\�WR�KHOS�
RXU�GDXJKWHU�WR�EX\�D�SODFH�RI�KHU�RZQ��KH�UHSOLHG��‘Aha! You think like a Pakistani!’��



123 
 

WR�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�UHFHLYLQJ�VRFLDO�ZHOIDUH�EHQHILWV��7KURXJK�WKH�

LGHDO� RI� arbeidslinja,� ZLWK� LQFUHDVHG� IRFXV� RQ� LQGLYLGXDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� DQG�PHDQV�

WHVWLQJ�RI�VRFLDO�EHQHILWV��WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZDV�WR�EH�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�ZDJH�ZRUN�VKRXOG�

be the ‘natural first choice’ �VHH� %URFKPDQQ� 	� 'MXYH�� ������ /¡GHPHO�� ������� $V�

+DOYDUG�9LNH�SRLQWV�RXW��LQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�WKH�VWDWH��WKH�

VWDWH�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV��QRW�WKDW�RI�FROOHFWLYLWLHV���������

7KLV� LV� HYLGHQW� IRU� LQVWDQFH� WKH� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� ULJKW� WR�ZHOIDUH� EHQHILWV� �individuell 

opptjeningsrett����IRU�FHUWDLQ�VRFLDO�DQG�ILQDQFLDO�ULJKWV��VXFK�DV�PDWHUQLW\�OHDYH��ROG�

DJH�SHQVLRQV�DQG�XQHPSOR\PHQW�EHQHILWV��$OO�WKH�VDPH��WKHVH�ULJKWV�DUH�DOVR�IRXQGHG�

RQ� D� ORJLF� RI� UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�ZKHUH� LQGLYLGXDOO\� SDLG� WD[HV� DUH� VHHQ� WR� EHORQJ� WR� WKH�

collectivity, and thus ‘collective action gives individual meaning’ �+HUQHV�DQG�+LSSH��

������LQ�5XJNnVD�����������LWDOLFV�LQ�RULJLQDO����

,Q� 6FDQGLQDYLD�� LW� LV� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� WKH� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� WR� LQFRUSRUDWH�

LPPLJUDQWV� LQWR� VRFLHW\� �2OZLJ�� ����������2OZLJ�� /DUVHQ�	�5\WWHU�� ������� DQG� WKH�

integration regime ‘presupposes a reorientation of mentality and skills that is 

modelled on a universal self, based on the ideology of the individual’ �(QJHEULJWVHQ��

�����������Arbeidslinja LV� DOVR� D� FHQWUDO� DLP� LQ� LQWHJUDWLRQ� SROLFLHV�� ZKHUH� JHQGHU�

HTXDOLW\� within WKH� KRPH� LV� VHHQ� DV� QHFHVVDU\� LQ� RUGHU� IRU� ZRPHQ� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH�

HTXDOO\� LQ� HPSOR\PHQW� DOVR outside� RI� WKH� KRPH�� DQG� ZKHUH� LQFUHDVHG� IHPDOH�

HPSOR\PHQW� LV� RIWHQ� DVVXPHG� WR� OHDG� WR� LQFUHDVHG�PDOH� LQWHUHVW� IRU� FDUH� ZRUN�� $V�

GLVFXVVHG�LQ�&KDSWHU����WKLV�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�WKH�UHVXOW��QRU�LV�LW�QHFHVVDU\�DQ�DLP�RI�ZDJH�

ZRUN�DPRQJ�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�ZRPHQ�,�NQRZ���

,Q� HWKQLFLW\� WKHRU\� WKHUH� LV� D� WKUHH�IROG� GLVWLQFWLRQ�� HPSKDVLVLQJ� GLIIHUHQW�

VWUDWHJLHV� RI� LQFRUSRUDWLRQ� DQG� PDQDJLQJ� GLYHUVLW\�� VHJUHJDWLRQ�� LQWHJUDWLRQ� DQG�

assimilation. In the first, mixing is considered ‘dangerous’ (apartheid is the most 

H[WUHPH�IRUP���ZKHUHDV�DVVLPLODWLRQ�RQ� WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI� WKH�VFDOH� OHDGV� WR�D� ORVV�RI�

HWKQLF�GLVWLQFWLYHQHVV��DV�WKH�VRFLDO�VFLHQWLVWV�RI�WKH�&KLFDJR�6FKRRO�DVVXPHG�WR�EH�D�

OLNHO\� GHYHORSPHQW�� $� FRPSURPLVH� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH� LV� LQWHJUDWLRQ�� ZKLFK� PHDQV�

assuming ‘the minority’s simultaneous participation in the shared institutions of 

VRFLHW\�and�LWV�UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�JUoup identity and ethnic boundaries’ �(ULNVHQ��>����@�

�����������,Q�'HQPDUN��.DUHQ�)RJ�2OZLJ�VHHV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DV�DQ�HPLF�WHUP�WKDW�UHIHUV�

                                                           
���Individuell opptjeningrett�PHDQV�WKDW�ULJKWV�LQ�WKH�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�DUH�HDUQHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�
LQSXW��8QHPSOR\PHQW�EHQHILWV��IRU�H[DPSOH��DUH�HVWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�SUHYLRXV�HDUQLQJV��DQG�KHQFH��LQSXW�
LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WD[DWLRQ�RI�VDODU\����
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to ‘what it takes for immigrants and refugees, and their descendants, to become proper 

members of a given society’ ����������. In Alna, the emic term ‘integration’ 

FRUUHVSRQGV� WR�ZKDW�2OZLJ� ILQGV� LQ�'HQPDUN�� 7KLV� OHDGV� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV� WR�

VKLIW� DZD\� IURP� WKLV� WHUP�� DV� LW� IRU� WKHP�FDUULHV� WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI� DVVLPLODWLRQ��7KXV��

rather, as one employee says ‘we are concerned with inclusion, not integration’ �vi er 

opptatt av inkludering, ikke integrering��� 6HHNLQJ� WR� FRXQWHU� WKH� GLVFRXUVH� RI�

assimilation (implied by the term ‘integration’), this street�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDW� H[SODLQV�

the importance of ‘meeting halfway’�� ZKLFK� LQ� SUDFWLFH�PHDQV� UHFRJQLVLQJ� FXOWXUDO�

GLIIHUHQFHV�ZKLOH�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�FRPPRQ�JURXQG�IRU�LQWHUDFWLRQ��VHH�&KDSWHU�������

�

Governing the family: Financial incentives 
$V� VKRXOG� EH� FOHDU� E\� QRZ�� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� SROLFLHV� DQG� LQFHQWLYHV� DUH� FHQWUDO� LQ�

GLUHFWLQJ� LQGLYLGXDO� EHKDYLRXU� �%URFKPDQQ� 	� 'MXYH�� ����������� 8OULFK� %HFN� DQG�

(OLVDEHWK�%HFN�*HUQVKHLP�PDNH� WKH� SRLQW� WKDW�� DORQJVLGH� WKH� JURZLQJ� HPSKDVLV� RQ�

LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ� LQ�PRGHUQLW\�� WKHUH� LV� D� VKLIW� IURP� IDPLO\� FRKHVLRQ� DQG� WUDGLWLRQDO�

JXLGHOLQHV� EDVHG� RQ� UHVWUiction or prohibition towards ‘institutional reference points 

PDUNLQJ�RXW�WKH�KRUL]RQ�ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�PRGHUQ�WKLQNLQJ��SODQQLQJ�DQG�DFWLRQ�PXVW�WDNH�

place’ ����������7KH�VWDWH�WKXV��PDNHV�D�IUDPHZRUN�ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�FDQ�VWDNH�RXW�

WKHLU�RZQ�FRXUVH���

8VLQJ� LQFHQWLYHV� WR� GLUHFW� LQGLYLGXDO� EHKDYLRXU� LV� FRQVLGHUHG� SDUWLFXODUO\�

XUJHQW�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�SRSXODWLRQ�VHJPHQWV�WKH�VWDWH�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�NHHQ�WR�UHDFK��VXFK�

DV� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� QRW� LQ� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� ,� KDYH� GHVFULEHG� WKH� GRPLQDQW�

1RUZHJLDQ� IDPLO\�PRGHO� DV� DPELJXRXV�� DQG�ZLOO� EULHIO\�SUHVHQW� IRXU� IDPLO\�UHODWHG�

VWDWH�ILQDQFLDO�LQFHQWLYHV��RU�JRYHUQLQJ�WHFKQRORJLHV�EHKLQG�WKH�UDWLRQDOLW\��VHH�5RVH��

������ RI� WKH� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� WR� LOOXVWUDWH� VRPH� RI� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� VWDWH� XVHV�

LQFHQWLYHV�WR�JRYHUQ�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�KRZ�DPELJXLWLHV�DUH�PDQLIHVWHG�LQ�SROLF\������

FKLOG�EHQHILW�����FDVK�EHQHILW�WR�SDUHQWV�RI�LQIDQWV��kontantstøtte,�FDVK�JUDQW������VWDWH�

VXEVLGLVHG�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�DQG����SDLG�SDUHQWDO�OHDYH��,�H[SORUH�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�DQG�FKLOG�

EHQHILW�IXUWKHU�LQ�&KDSWHU�����

7KH�FKLOG�EHQHILW�LV�XQLYHUVDO��DOO�SDUHQWV�DUH�HQWLWOHG�WR�WKH�QRQ�PHDQV�WHVWHG�

EHQHILW��ZKLFK�LV��DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��12.�����SHU�PRQWK�SHU�FKLOG���WR����\HDUV�RI�

DJH��7KH�EHQHILW�LV�PHDQW�DV�D�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WRZDUGV�WKH�JHQHUDO�H[SHQVHV�RI�FDULQJ�IRU�
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FKLOGUHQ����By contrast, the purpose of the cash grant is to ‘contribute to family�EDVHG�

care for children’. This is a grant that parents must qualify for by not�PDNLQJ�XVH�RI�

VWDWH�VSRQVRUHG�FKLOGFDUH�IRU�PRUH� WKDQ����KRXUV�D�ZHHN� IRU�FKLOGUHQ� DJHG���� WR����

PRQWKV��'XULQJ�PRVW� RI�P\� ILHOGZRUN� SHULRG�� WKH� DPRXQW� RI� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW� YDULHG�

IURP�12.������WR�12.������SHU�PRQWK�SHU�FKLOG, depending on the child’s age and 

ZKHWKHU�WKH�FKLOG�UHFHLYHG�VRPH�IRUPDO�GD\�FDUH�����

,Q� 1RUZD\� WRGD\�� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� DUH�� FRPSDUDWLYHO\� DYDLODEOH�� 7KH\� DUH�

VXEVLGLVHG�WR�PDNH�LW�DIIRUGDEOH�DQG�DWWUDFWLYH�IRU�SDUHQWV�WR�VHQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WKHUH�

DQG�WDNH�XS�ZDJH�ZRUN�DV�WD[�SD\LQJ�FLWL]HQV��6HQGLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LV�D�

‘social practice invested with moral and socLDO�PHDQLQJV�WKDW�KDYH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�

VWDQGLQJ� RI� ERWK� SDUHQWV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� DV� ZHOO� DV� IRU� FXOWXUDO�

assumptions regarding childhood and socialisation more generally’ �*XOO¡Y����������

����7KH�SULQFLSOH�RI�IXOO�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�FRYHUDJH�ZDV�D�FHQWUDO�DLP�IRU�WKH�6RFLDOLVW�/HIW�

3DUW\�LQ������ZKHQ�WKH\�HQWHUHG�D�FRDOLWLRQ�JRYHUQPHQW��$�FHQWUDO�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�DLP�

ZDV�WR�IUHH�WLPH�IRU�ZRPHQ�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�HQWHU�WKH�ZRUN�IRUFH�WR�DQ�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�

H[WHQW�� DQG�� DV� PHQWLRQHG�� WR� DFKLHYH� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\� WKURXJK� ILQDQFLDO� DXWRQRP\��

+HQFH� LW� EHFRPHV� QHFHVVDU\� WR� JRYHUQ� WKH� IDPLO\� DQG� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV� ZLWKLQ� LW�

WRZDUGV�HPDQFLSDWLRQ�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQFH��ZKLFK�DUH�WR�EH�DFKLHYHG�E\�ODERXU�PDUNHW�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��(JJE¡�������LQ�.RIPDQ�HW�DO������������,Q�Rfficial state discourse, ‘good 

parents’ send their children to kindergarten because it is considered good for children 

LQ�WHUPV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�WR�KHOS�WKHP�EHFRPH�JRRG�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�FLWL]HQV���

.LQGHUJDUWHQV� DUH� FHQWUDO� VLWHV� RI� JRYHUQDQFH� RI� WKH� IDPLO\� –� SDUWLFXODUO\�

LPSRUWDQW�LQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�ZLWK�KLJK�UDWHV�RI�LPPLJUDQW�SDUHQWV��$ORQJVLGH�WKH�3DUHQW�

DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV�� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� DUH� SULPDU\� HQWU\� SRLQWV� IRU� LPPLJUDQW�

SDUHQWV�WR�FRPH�LQWR�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWH��DQG�YLFH�YHUVD��6LQFH�������NLQGHUJDUWHQV�

KDYH�EXLOW� WKHLU�DFWLYLWLHV�RQ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\� �.XQQVNDSVGHSDUWHPHQWHW��

������� 7KH� National curriculum regulations for kindergartens� �Rammeplan for 

barnehagens innhold og oppgaver��VSHFLI\�GLUHFWLRQV�IRU�YDOXHV��FRQWHQWV�DQG�GXWLHV��

‘Gender equality between the sexes is to be mirrored in the pedagogics of the 

                                                           
�� KWWSV���ZZZ�QDY�QR�HQ�+RPH�%HQHILWV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�5HODWHUW�LQIRUPDVMRQ�&KLOG�EHQHILW��������FP
V�DFFHVVHG����������
���,I�WKH�FKLOG�DWWHQGV�IRUPDO�GD\�FDUH�IRU�OHVV�WKDQ����KRXUV�D�ZHHN��SDUHQWV�DUH�HQWLWOHG�WR�����RI�WKH�
FDVK� JUDQW�� KWWSV���ZZZ�QDY�QR�HQ�+RPH�%HQHILWV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�)DPLO\�UHODWHG�EHQHILWV� DFFHVVHG�
����������
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kindergarten. The kindergarten is to raise children to meet and create a gender-equal 

society (likestilt samfunn)…’ �P\�WUDQVODWLRQ��.XQQVNDSVGHSDUWHPHQWHW�������������

,Q� $OQD�� VWDII� PHPEHUV� ZRUN� DW� VRFLDOLVLQJ� SDUHQWV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� LQWR� WKH�

GRPLQDQW�JHQGHU�PRGHO��ZKLFK�WKH\�VHH�DV�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�UHOHYDQW�PDQGDWH�IRU�WKHP�LQ�

FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�IDPLOLHV�RI�LPPLJUDQW�EDFNJURXQGV��$V�RQH�VWDII�PHPEHU�SXW�LW��‘We 

raise parents too…oh yes, definitely …the child’s family background has always been 

part of our job…but the question is, how deep can one go into their lives?’� %RWK�

SDUHQWV�DQG�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV�H[SHULHQFH�WKHVH�GLOHPPDV�RI�SXEOLF�DQG�SULYDWH�

ERXQGDULHV�� DQG� RI� QHJRWLDWLQJ� GLVWDQFH� DQG� SUR[LPLW\� LQ� JRYHUQLQJ� DQG� EHLQJ�

JRYHUQHG��DV�FKDOOHQJLQJ��,�UHWXUQ�WR�WKLV�PRUH�VSHFLILFDOO\�LQ�&KDSWHUV���DQG�����

7KH� IRXUWK� LQFHQWLYH�� H[WHQVLYH� SDLG� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�� LQFOXGHV� WKH� SROLWLFDOO\�

contested ‘daddy quota’. For most of my fielGZRUN�� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH� FRQVLVWHG� RI� ���

ZHHNV�UHVHUYHG�H[FOXVLYHO\�IRU� WKH�IDWKHU����WKH�ILUVW���ZHHNV�DIWHU�ELUWK� UHVHUYHG�IRU�

the mother, and the rest to be divided between the parents at the parents’ own 

‘choice’. The aim of the ‘daddy quota’ is to increasH�WKH�WLPH�WKH�FKLOG�DQG�WKH�IDWKHU�

VSHQG�WRJHWKHU��IXUWKHU��IRU�SDUHQWV�WR�VKDUH�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�FKLOGFDUH�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�

\HDU��DQG�IRU�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ�WR�KDYH�D�PRUH�HTXDO� UHODWLRQ� WR� IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW��

+HQFH��ZLWK�WLPH��IDPLOLHV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�JHQGHU�HTXDO��+RZHYHU��WKH�

IDWKHU� LV� HQWLWOHG� WR� WKH� GDGG\� TXRWD� RQO\� LI� WKH�PRWKHU� KDV� ULJKWV� WR� SDLG� SDUHQWDO�

OHDYH��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�IRU�PRWKHUV�RXWVLGH�RI�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�PDUNHW��)RU�WKH�

PRWKHU��DFFHVV�WR�WKLV�ULJKW�LV�LQGLYLGXDO��ZKHUHDV�WKH�IDWKHU’V�ULJKWV�DUH�WLHG�WR�WKDW�RI�

WKH�PRWKHU��$FFRUGLQJO\�� DQG� SDUDGR[LFDOO\�� VHYHUDO� RI�P\�PDOH� LQIRUPDQWV� GR� QRW�

qualify for the quota, with the consequence that the mothers’ caring role becomes 

LQWHQVLILHG�DQG�D�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�JHQGHU�PRGHO�IXUWKHU�HQIRUFHG�–�H[DFWO\�WKH�RSSRVLWH�

RI� WKH� VWDWH� DLPV� EHKLQG� WKH� DUUDQJHPHQW�� (YHQ� LI� ERWK� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ� LQ� WKHVH�

IDPLOLHV� KDYH� LQWHQWLRQV� RI� DQ� LGHRORJLFDO� VKLIW�� WKH\� HQG� XS� PDQLIHVWLQJ� WKH�

FRPSOHPHQWDU\�PRGHO�GXH�WR�WKH�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�LQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�IDPLO\�

DQG�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�LQ�VWDWH�SROLFLHV���

7KXV�� ZLWKLQ� WKLV� KHJHPRQLF� PRGHO� LW� FRXOG� EH� DUJXHG� WKDW� WZR� PRGHOV�

GRPLQDWH�1RUZHJLDQ�IDPLO\�SROLFLHV��)LUVWO\�� WKH� IDLUO\�V\PPHWULFDO�PRGHO�ZLWK� WZR�
                                                           
���The ‘daddy quota’ changed during the course of research. For children born before 01.07.11 it was 
���ZHHNV��)RU�FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�EHWZHHQ������������DQG������������ LW�ZDV����ZHHNV��)RU�FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�
EHWZHHQ����������DQG������������LW�ZDV����ZHHNV��EHIRUH�LW�ZDV�UHGXFHG�WR����DJDLQ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�
DIWHU� ������������
KWWSV���ZZZ�QDY�QR�QR�3HUVRQ�)DPLOLH�9HQWHU�GX�EDUQ�6SHVLHOW�RP�IRUHOGUHSHQJHU�WLO�IDU��������F
PV�DFFHVVHG�����������
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WD[�paying and ‘gender�equal’ parents, and a strRQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RQ� WKH�SDUW�RI� WKH�

state to care for the child. In focus here are the child’s developmental needs;�WKHVH�DUH�

WR� EH�PHW� E\� D� UDQJH� RI� VWLPXOL�� LQFOXGLQJ� H[SRVXUH� WR� D� UDQJH� RI� DGXOWV� DV� FDUHUV�

WKURXJK� WKH� JHQHURXV� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH� SROLFLHV� DQG� VWDWH�VSRQVRUHG� NLQGHUJDUWHQV��

6HFRQGO\�� WKHUH�LV� WKH�IDLUO\�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�PRGHO��ZKHUH�WKH�PRWKHU�LV� WKH�SULPDU\�

FDUHU�� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKH� FKLOG� WKURXJK� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW� DQG� WKH�

somewhat discriminatory criteria for the father’s entitOHPHQW� WR� SDLG� SDWHUQDO� OHDYH��

$Q�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKLV�GXDOLVP�LV�WKDW�PD\�SURYLGH�SDUHQWV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�FODVV�SRVLWLRQV�

ZLWK�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�DUUDQJH�FKLOGFDUH�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�YLHZV��6WHIDQVHQ�

	�)DUVWDG�� �������&HUWDLQO\�� DPRQJ� WKH� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ� IDPLOLHV� ,� NQRZ� LQ�$OQD��

ZRPHQ�WHQG�WR�HLWKHU�KDYH�ZRUNHG�EHIRUH�KDYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKXV�ERWK�WKH\�DQG�WKHLU�

KXVEDQGV� KDYH� ULJKWV� WR� SDLG� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�� RU� WKH\� KDYH� WKH� UHVRXUFHV� DQG� VNLOOV�

QHHGHG� WR� HQWHU� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�ZKHQ� WKH\�ZLVK� WR�GR� VR��7KLV� LV� LQ� FRQWUDVW� WR�

PRVW� RI� P\� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� LQIRUPDQWV� ZKR�� LI� WKH\� GHFLGH� WR� HQWHU� IRUPDO�

HPSOR\PHQW�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ��QHHG�WR�DFTXLUH�GHVLUHG�RU�QHFHVVDU\�NLOOV�LQ�RUGHU�

WR�TXDOLI\�IRU� MREV��7KXV��HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�ZRPHQ�KDYH�D�EURDGHU�UDQJH�RI�RSWLRQV�

DYDLODEOH�WR�WKHP�WKDQ�PDQ\�RI�P\�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�LQIRUPDQWV�GR��7KH�PLGGOH�

FODVV�LGHRORJ\�RI�V\PPHWULFDO�JHQGHU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�WKH�LGHRORJ\�RI�HPSOR\PHQW�

EDVHG� ZHOIDUH� SROLFLHV� WUXPS� LGHRORJLHV� RI� PRUH� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV��

7KDW� VDLG��ZKHQ� IDWKHUV� GR� QRW� TXDOLI\� IRU� WKH� GDGG\� TXRWD�� WKDW� QDUURZV� GRZQ� WKH�

FKRLFHV� RI� IDWKHUV� DQG� PRWKHUV� DOLNH�� DQG� WKH\� DUH� XQDEOH� WR� VKLIW� JHQGHUHG� LGHDOV�

WRZDUGV�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\,�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�YHU\�VDPH�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�SROLF\�WKDW�HQFRXUDJH�

WKHP�WR�GR�VR���

�

Conclusions 
,� EHJDQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� RXWOLQLQJ� WKH� PLJUDWLRQ� KLVWRU\� RI� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� DQG�

FRQWH[WXDOLVHG� WKLV� LQ� EURDGHU� OLWHUDWXUH� RQ� GLDVSRUD� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� (XURSH�� 7KH�

GLVFXVVLRQ� KDV� IRFXVHG� RQ� VRPH� IXQGDPHQWDO� GLPHQVLRQV� RI� WKH� PRUDO� UHFLSURFDO�

FRQWUDFWV�DQG�VRFLDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��VXFK�DV�WKH�REOLJDWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�PDUULDJH��FDUH�DQG�

OLYLQJ� DUUDQJHPHQWV�� DOO� FHQWUDO� LQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH� NLQG� RI� UHODWLRQV� RI�

LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�DXWRQRP\�WKDW�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ��DQG�WKH�IUDPHV�IRU�

FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�IOH[LELOLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH����
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7KHVH�IRXU�LQWURGXFWRU\�FKDSWHUV�KDYH�GHDOW�ZLWK�JHQGHU��JHQHUDWLRQ��HWKQLFLW\�

DQG� FODVV� DV� LQGLFDWRUV�� PDUNHUV� DQG� H[SHULHQFHV� WKDW� LQIOXHQFH� WKH� ILHOGV� RI�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG� OLPLWDWLRQV� RI� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� &RQFHUQLQJ� FODVV�� ,� KDYH�

DFFHQWXDWHG�WKDW�HGXFDWLRQ�VWDQGV�RXW�PRVW�FOHDUO\�LQ�VKDSLQJ�WKHVH�ILHOGV�DQG�LQ�WKH�

LQFUHDVLQJ� LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ�� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� PRUH� FROOHFWLYH� UHVRXUFHV� LQ� WKH�

JHQHUDWLRQ�FRQWUDFW��VXFK�DV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�OLYH�LQ�H[WHQGHG�KRXVHKROGV��FDQ�DOVR�EH�

LPSRUWDQW�IRU�\RXQJ�SDUHQWV�LQ�VWDNLQJ�RXW�WKHLU�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�OLIH�FRXUVH��

$OVR�� ,�KDYH�DUJXHG�DJDLQVW�XVLQJ�QDWLRQDO�ERUGHUV� WR�FDWHJRULVH� WKH�GLIIHUHQW�

HOHPHQWV� LQ� WKHVH�PRUDO�GXWLHV��HPSKDVLVLQJ�KRZ�ULJKWV�DQG�GXWLHV�DUH�WUDQVQDWLRQDO��

IXUWKHU�� WKDW� JHQGHU� DQG� JHQHUDWLRQ� DUH� IUXLWIXO� HQWU\� SRLQWV� IRU� H[SODLQLQJ� DQG�

DQDO\VLQJ� UHODWLRQV� RI� UHFLSURFLW\�� :H� KDYH� VHHQ� KRZ� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� VHFRQG�

generation of immigrants are situated in social fields with ‘different and often 

FRPSHWLQJ�generational, ideological and moral reference points’ �/HYLWW��������������

$OWKRXJK� WLPH� RI� UHVLGHQFH� LV�� VWDWLVWLFDOO\�� DQ� LQGLFDWRU� RI� OHYHO� DQG� NLQG� RI�

‘integration’, LW� QHHGV� WR� EH� SRLQWHG� RXW� WKDW� WKH� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� DGDSWDWLRQ� DQG�

LQWHJUDWLRQ�DV�OLQHDU�IURP�ILUVW�WR�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�KDV�LWV�OLPLWDWLRQV���

7KH�ILQDO�SDUW�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�GRPLQDQW�IDPLO\�PRGHO�DQG�VRPH�

UHOHYDQW� SROLF\� PHDVXUHV� RI� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH�� :KLOH� WKHUH� LV� D� FOHDU�

LGHRORJ\�RI�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�LQ�WKH�GXDO�FDUHU�GXDO�HDUQHU�IDPLO\�PRGHO�RI�V\PPHWULFDO�

UHODWLRQV�� WKLV� GRPLQDQW� PRGHO� DOVR� KDV� DPELJXRXV� HOHPHQWV�� DV� ZLWK� ILQDQFLDO�

LQFHQWLYHV�OLNH�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW��)XUWKHU��WKH�ERXQGDU\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�WKH�IDPLO\�

LV� QHLWKHU� WLPHOHVV� QRU� XQFRQWHVWHG�� 7KURXJKRXW� WKLV� WKHVLV�� ,� DGGUHVV�mothers’ and 

VWUHHW�level bureaucrats’ negotiations oI� WKHVH� ERXQGDULHV�� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� WKURXJK� D�

GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�SDUHQWLQJ�PRGHOV�DQG�GLDORJLFDO�SRZHU�LQ�,&'3�FRXUVHV��LQ�&KDSWHU����LQ�

GLVFXVVLQJ� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLVHV�� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW�� DQG�

ILQDOO\�LQ�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�HWKQRJUDSK\�LQ�&KDSWHUV���DQG������

6RFLDO�FKDQJH�LV�RIWHQ�VXEWOH�DQG�FRPPRQSODFH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�UDGLFDO�DQG�DEUXSW��

,Q� VHHNLQJ� WR�XQGHUVWDQG�FKDQJH�DQG�FRQWLQXLW\� LQ� VRFLDO� SUDFWLFHV��ZH�QHHG� WR� DOVR�

ORRN�DW�FRQWLQXLWLHV�in FKDQJHV��7KH�IDPLO\�LV�D�VLWH�IRU�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�YDULRXV�PRUDO�

YDOXHV��DQG�RI�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�YDOXHV��*XOOHVWDG������������:KLOH�WKH�ILUVW�

JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�LPPLJUDQWV�ZKR�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V�ZHUH�SLRQHHUV��WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�

FRQWLQXH�WR�KDYH�D�SLRQHHULQJ�role�LQ�VWDNLQJ�RXW�WKHLU�RZQ�FRXUVH�EHWZHHQ�FRQIOLFWLQJ�

H[SHFWDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�VWDWH�DQG� WKH�IDPLO\��:LWK� WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU�� WKH�HPSLULFDO�DQG�

DQDO\WLFDO� SDUW� RI� WKH� WKHVLV� EHJLQV� WKURXJK� DQ� H[SORUDWLRQ� RI� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG�
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mothering. Still seeing mothers’ everyday lives and their ambitions for their own and 

their children’s futures as located in morally ambiguous fields of independence and 

interdependence, I focus on how these emerge through mothers’ reproductive caUHHUV���



130 
 

 

  



131 
 

 

Chapter 5 

Motherhood and mothering in a 

migration context  
 

 

 

 

,� DP� GULQNLQJ� WHD� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� -DYHULD�� ZKR� ZDV� ERUQ� DQG� EURXJKW� XS� LQ�
1RUZD\��during a visit to her husband’s family in Punjab. She gazes around in 
WKH� ODUJH� KRXVHKROG�� ,W� LV� TXLHW�� ZLWK�PRVW� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� VQRR]LQJ� LQ� WKH�
DIWHUQRRQ��‘Here (in Pakistan) the mother’s responsibility is to look after the 
children, perhaps cook, but not clean and do laundry. In Norway, I have to do 
everything.’�Back in Oslo, Javeria’s friend, Amara (3����DOVR�ERUQ�DQG�EURXJKW�
XS� LQ�1RUZD\��KDG�UDLVHG�D�VLPLODU�FRQFHUQ� ‘To be honest, Ida, I find life in 
Norway quite stressful.�In Norway I always feel that I am short of time. People 
here have lots of money, but are always short of time. In Pakistan, as a mother 
all you need to do is to feed the child and change the nappies; other people 
help with the rest.’�7ZHOYH�ZHHNV�ODWHU��$PDUD��KHU�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�KXVEDQG�
SDFNHG� WKHLU� EDJV� DQG� PRYHG� LQ� ZLWK� KLV� SDUHQWV� LQ� /DOD� 0XVD�� 3XQMDE� –�
$PDUD� UHOLHYHG�DW� WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�VKDULQJ� WKH�EXUGHQV�RI�PRWKHULQJ�ZLWK�KHU�
PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�DQG�WKHLU�GRPHVWLF�VWDII����

�

%\�IXOILOOLQJ�KHU�UHSURGXFWLYH�GXWLHV�� WKH�ZRPDQ�DUWLFXODWHV�KHU�YDOXH�DV�D�SHUVRQ�LQ�

her own and other’s eyes �:LNDQ�������������$�PRWKHU�JLYHV�KRQRXU� WR� WKH� IDPLO\��

DQG� PRWKHUKRRG� LQFUHDVHV� WKH� VWDWXV� DQG� UHVSHFWDELOLW\� RI� D� ZRPDQ�� )XUWKHU�� LQ�

1RUZD\��PRWKHUKRRG�SURYLGHV�VRPH�IRUP�RI�ILQDQFLDO�DXWRQRP\��VHH�&KDSWHU����� ,Q�

WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�PLJUDQW�motherhood, mothers are presented as ‘keepers of morality’ 

�/LDPSXWWRQJ�����������and as ‘reproducers of the next generation’ �.RIPDQ�HW� DO���

�����, and women as ‘bearers of culture’ �$QWKLDV�	�<XYDO�'DYLV��������–�EXW�WKH\�

are also socially constructed as ‘others’ �%KRSDO�� ����������ZKRVH�PRWKHUKRRGV� GR�

QRW� UHIOHFW� QRQ�Western mothers’ realities �/LDPSXWWRQJ�� ���������� ,Q� WKLV� PRUDOO\�

FRQWHVWHG�ILHOG��LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�PD\�H[SHULHQFH�D�GXDO�LGHQWLW\�DV�PRWKHUV�DQG�DV�

LPPLJUDQW�ZRPHQ��DQG�DV�VXEMHFWHG�WR�WZR�VHWV�RI�IHPLQLQLW\�QRUPV��WKDW�RI�WKHLU�KRVW�
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FRXQWU\� DQG� WKat of their ‘ethnic’ group �$QWKLDV� DQG� <XYDO�'DYLV� ������ LQ� (UHO��

����E�����. Hence, while motherhood may be ‘a transformation of self’, it is also 

paradoxical: motherhood is ‘romanticized and idealized as the supreme physical and 

HPRWLRQDO�DFKLHYHPHQW�LQ�women’s lives […], but when women become mothers (as 

PRVW� GR�� WKH\� ILQG� WKDW� WKH� HYHU\GD\� WDVNV� RI�PRWKHULQJ� DUH� VRFLDOO\� GHYDOXHG� DQG�

relegated to individual households’ �3KRHQL[� 	�:RROOHWW� ������ LQ� cNHVVRQ� HW� DO���

������������

8PXW�(UHO�DUJXHV�DJDLQVW�UHpresenting immigrant mothers as ‘passive victims’; 

DQG�� UHIHUULQJ� WR� 3HVVDU� DQG� 0DKOHU� ������������ DUJXHV� WKDW� ZH� QHHG� WR� LQFOXGH�

migrant women’s ‘cognitive agency’ in our studies, such as how they imagine, 

VWUDWHJL]H� DQG� SODQ� �(UHO�� ���������� ,Q� WKLV� ZD\�� ZH� FDQ� EHJLQ� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� KRZ�

mothers ‘substantiate their capacities’ as working, political, cultural, sexual and 

FDULQJ�VXEMHFWV��(UHO�������������. Women mothering in a migration context ‘WDNH�XS�

DQG� LQKDELW� D� G\QDPLF� PDWUL[� RI� VXEMHFW� SRVLWLRQV�� VRPH� RI� ZKLFK� ZLOO� EH�

contradictory and conflicting’ �0RRUH�� ���������� 7KH\� IDFH� PXOWLSOH� H[SHFWDWLRQV�

IURP� IDPLO\�� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� DQG� IURP� WKH� QDWLRQ�VWDWH�� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� DFTXLULQJ�

‘new’ knowledge through their interactions with local institutions and stakehROGHUV��

with dilemmas that may give rise to new hopes and opportunities: they thus ‘craft 

themselves within and are crafted by the societies in which they live’, in ambivalent 

ZD\V��5\GVWU¡P������������

)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�,�NQRZ�WHQG�WR�FRPSDUH�WKHLU�PRWKHULQJ�LQ�

1RUZD\�WR�WKHLU�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�PRWKHUKRRG�DQG�PRWKHULQJ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��7KLV�LV�VR�DOVR�

IRU� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV�� VXFK� DV� -DYHULD� DQG� $PDUD�� 2QH� IDFWRU�

VKDSLQJ�WKLV��DV�,�VHH�LW��LV�WKHLU�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�3DNLVWDQ�DV�FKLOGUHQ��3XW�VLPSO\��WKH�

PRUH�WKH\�YLVLWHG�3DNLVWDQ�LQ�FKLOGKRRG��WKH�PRUH�GR�WKH\�FRPSDUH�WKHLU�PRWKHULQJ�LQ�

1RUZD\� ZLWK� PRWKHULQJ� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� DV� ZHOO� DV� ZLWK� WKHLU� RZQ� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�

mothers’ mothering in Norway. Apart from Amara, none of my informants havH�OLYHG�

DV� PRWKHUV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� �� �)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� FDQ� GUDZ� RQ�

UHFROOHFWLRQV� RI� WKHLU� RZQ� FKLOGKRRG� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� DV� D� EDVLV� IRU� FRPSDULVRQV�� 7KH�

VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� XVH� VWRULHV� IURP� UHODWLYHV�� PHPRULHV� IURP� REVHUYDWLRQV� RI�

PRWKHULQJ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�DV�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�DV�DGXOWV�IURP�KROLGD\�H[SHULHQFHV�DV�EDVLV�IRU�

FRPSDULVRQV�� 7KH\� DOVR� XVH� WKH� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� EHLQJ� EURXJKW� XS� E\� LPPLJUDQWV� LQ�
                                                           
���,�GLG�QRW�PHHW�$PDUD�DJDLQ�DIWHU�VKH�PRYHG�WR�3DNLVWDQ��EXW�NQRZ�IURP�RWKHU�LQIRUPDQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�
KHU�VLVWHU��WKDW�WKUHH�\HDUV�ODWHU��WKH�IDPLO\�VWLOO�OLYHG�LQ�/DOD�0XVD���
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1RUZD\�� DQG� IURP� WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ� LQ�1RUZD\�ZKR�PD\� KDYH� EURXJKW� XS� WKHLU�

FKLOGUHQ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�D�JHQHUDWLRQ�DJR��RU�DW�OHDVW�KDG�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��

$OVR�� PRVW� RI� P\� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LQIRUPDQWV� DUH� PDUULHG� WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\� ZLWK� D�

KXVEDQG�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�UHVLGLQJ�WKHUH��ZKLFK�LV�OLNHO\�WR�

LQIOXHQFH�PRWKHULQJ�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�1RUZD\��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��DQG�FRPPRQ�

WR� DOO� WKHVH� FRPSDULVRQV� LV� WKDW� WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV� WHQG� WR�EH� HPSKDVLVHG�PRUH� VR� WKDQ�

VLPLODULWLHV���

$OWKRXJK� ,� KDYH� EHHQ� LQ� 1RUZHJLDQ�Pakistanis relatives’ homes in Pakistan 

WKDW�GR�QRW�KDYH�GRPHVWLF�KHOS�� LW� LV�P\�LPSUHVVLRQ�IURP�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� WKDW�

PRVW�RI�WKHLU�UHODWLYHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�GR��DQG�VR�WKH\�WHQG�WR�WDNH�LW�IRU�JUDQWHG�WKDW��KDG�

WKH\� EHHQ� OLYLQJ� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� WKH\� ZRXOG� KDYH� GRPHVWLF� VWDII� WRR�� :RUNLQJ�FODVV�

PRWKHUKRRG� LQ� 1RUZD\� WKXV�� LV� PHDVXUHG� XS� DJDLQVW� PLGGOH�FODVV� PRWKHUKRRG� LQ�

3DNLVWDQ� �EHDULQJ� LQ� PLQG� WKH� FKDOOHQJHV� RI� FRPSDULQJ� FODVV� DFURVV� QDWLRQDO�

ERXQGDULHV��DV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU���+HQFH��RQH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�PRWKHUKRRG�

in Norway is experienced as ‘stressful’ is because LW�IHHOV�OLNH�GRZQZDUG�PRELOLW\�� ,�

ILQG� WKLV� WR� EH� PRUH� VR� IRU� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� PLJUDQW� PRWKHUV�� EXW� DOVR� VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�VXFK�DV�-DYHULD�DQG�$PDUD�H[SHULHQFH�WKLV��*HQHUDOO\��FKLOGFDUH�LV�

FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�PRUH�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�PRWKHU��RU�RI�WKH�FRXSOH��LQ�

1RUZD\� WKDQ� LQ�3DNLVWDQ��ZKHUH� FDUH� LV� D�PRUH� FROOHFWLYH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� DQG� LV� WKXV�

‘easier’�� 2QH� IXUWKHU� UHDVRQ�ZK\� LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV� ILQG�PRWKHULQJ� FKDOOHQJLQJ� LV�

WKDW�WKH\�PLVV�VXSSRUW�IURP�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV��FUHDWLQJ�D�IHHOLQJ�RI�

LVRODWLRQ�� +RZHYHU�� WKLV� FDQ� DOVR� EH� OLEHUDWLQJ� IRU� VRPH�� ZKR� PD\� H[SHULHQFH�

EHFRPLQJ� PRUH� DXWRQRPRXV� DQG� VXEMHFW� WR� OHVV� VRFLDO� FRQWURO� KDYLQJ� FORVH�NQLW�

QHWZRUNV�DW�D�GLVWDQFH���

7KHUH� LV� DQ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF� RULHQWDtion in mothers’ reproductive 

WUDMHFWRULHV��HYLGHQW�LQ�ORZHU�IHUWLOLW\�UDWHV�DQG�WKH�GHFUHDVHG�LPSRUWDQFH�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�

child’s sex as compared to their own parents. However, this increasingly 

LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ� RULHQWDWLRQ� LV� QRW� ZLWKRXW� LWV� XQFHUWDLQWLHV� DQG� LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV��

0RWKHUV�� FRQVWLWXWLQJ� ERWK� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� PRUDOO\� DQG� SK\VLFDOO\�

DOUHDG\�IURP�FRQFHSWLRQ��WHQG�WR�FRQQHFW�WKHLU�PRUDO�ZRUWK�FORVHO\�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��

0RWKHULQJ�LV�DOVR�D�FHQWUDO�GLPHQVLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�ZRPHQ�DUH�PRQLWRUHG�DQG�

DVVHVVHG� –� E\� IHPDOH� UHODWLYHV� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� 7KLV� LV� QRW� WR� VD\� WKDW� QRQH� RI� P\�

LQIRUPDQWV� LGHQWLI\� WKHPVHOYHV� DV� ZRUNLQJ� PRWKHUV�� RU� DLP� WR� WDNH� RQ� IRUPDO�

HPSOR\PHQW�RQFH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�ROGHU��RU�WKH\�KDYH�JDLQHG�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�VNLOOV�WR�
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HQWHU� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� ,� UHWXUQ� WR� D� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� HPSOR\PHQW� LQ� &KDSWHU� ���

However, I am in this study not primarily concerned with migrant women’s 

UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� RU� ZK\� WKH\� GR� RU� GR� QRW� ZRUN�� 7KHUH� DUH� D�

QXPEHU� RI� RWKHU� VWXGLHV� RI� migrant, and Muslim, women’s’ relation to and 

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�1RUZD\��%RUH��'MXYH�	�7URQVWDG��������'MXYH�

	�*U¡GHP��������1DGLP����������

+HUH�� ,�am concerned with understanding mothers’ reproductive choices and 

WUDMHFWRULHV��D�FHQWUDO�WRSLF�WKDW�KDV�HPHUJHG�IURP�P\�HWKQRJUDSK\��5HWXUQLQJ� WR�P\�

PDLQ�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�&KDSWHU����WKLV�FKDSWHU�H[SORUHV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DV�WR�

what ‘good motherhood’ is as is part of the first of the four main research questions. 

$OVR��EHFDXVH� LW� GHDOV�ZLWK�JHQGHUHG�H[SHFWDWLRQV� DQG�SUDFWLFHV�� LW� WRXFKHV�RQ�PDLQ�

UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQ� WKUHH�� ZKHUH� ,� DVN� KRZ� PRWKHUV� XQGHUVWDQG� DQG� PRXOG� WKHLU�

JHQGHUHG� OLYHV�� ,Q� H[SORULQJ� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� JHQGHUHG� DQG� JHQHUDWLRQDO� IDPLO\�

REOLJDWLRQV� IHHG� LQWR� UHSURGXFWLYH� FKRLFHV� DQG� WUDMHFWRULHV�� DQG� SHUFHSWLRQV� DQG�

H[SHFWDWLRQV� WR�ZRPHQ�DV�PRWKHUV�� WKLV� FKDSWHU� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQV� RI� IDPLO\�

PRGHOV� DQG� SUDFWLFH� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� FKDSWHU�� ,Q� WKH� QH[W� FKDSWHU�� ,� GUDZ� RQ�

HWKQRJUDSK\�IURP�D�SDUHQWLQJ�FRXUVH�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�Fonnecting the ‘cultural beliefs’ 

GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� WR� WKH�ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� VWDWH� DW� WKH� ORFDO� OHYHO� VHHNV� WR�

PDQDJH�PLJUDQW�PRWKHULQJ��DQG�KRZ�PRWKHUV�PDNH�XVH�RI� WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�RIIHUHG�

E\�WKH�FRXUVH��)LQDOO\��WKH�QDWXUH�RI�UHODWLRQV�DQG�WKH�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJHV�GLVFXVVHG�

LQ� WKLV�FKDSWHU�VHUYHV�DV�D� IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��&KDSWHU����

DQG�FOLQLF�LQWHUDFWLRQV��&KDSWHU������

(QFRPSDVVLQJ� WKH�EURDG� UDQJH�RI� UHSURGXFWLYH� WRSLFV� WR�EH�GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKLV�

FKDSWHU��,�DVN�WKH�IROORZLQJ�TXHVWLRQV��

�� How do mothers imagine their reproductive lives, and how to they experience 

and act with respect to conflicting expectations of reciprocal duties and 

individual ambitions? 

�� How do mothers constitute themselves and their (unborn) babies through 

intimate relations and the construction of ‘good motherhood’, how do they 

position themselves in the juncture of the past and the future, and how are they 

evaluated by others?  

�
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Becoming parents and changing relationships   
�

,GD��� �Do you ever have time alone with your husband Hamza, just the two of 

you?  

<DVPLQ��� We spend a lot of time together with the children. We don’t really need 

time without them, then we don’t have anything to talk about…We used 

to go to the shopping centre, walk around, and then think, why are we 

here? With children it is fun, and they keep you busy. I was in Norway 

one year, almost two years, before Haroon was born: I came in 2005, 

and he was born in 2006… 

+DP]D��� [Entering the conversation] Now I talk to her (Yasmin) more, and I call 

her to show her something, ‘look, now Haroon is doing this’…life has 

become much better. The girl [Shazia, their daughter] makes life 

around her… even my father has changed a lot after he became a 

grandfather. 

�

&KLOGUHQ� EULQJ� QHZ� LQWLPDFLHV� DQG� LQWHQVLWLHV� RI� LQWLPDFLHV� LQWR� WKH� VSRXVDO�

UHODWLRQVKLS�� EXW� FKLOGUHQ� DOVR� KDYH� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� WR� FKDQJH� RWKHU� IDPLOLDO� UHODWLRQV��

+DP]D�PHQWLRQV� WKDW�KLV� IDWKHU�KDV� FKDQJHG�DIWHU�+DURRQ� ����ZDV�ERUQ��KH�EHFDPH�

PRUH�UHOD[HG��VRIW�VSRNHQ��SDWLHQW�DQG�DFFHSWLQJ�RI�GLIIHUHQFHV��DQG�WKXV�VRPH�RI�WKH�

FRQIOLFWV� EHWZHHQ�+DP]D� DQG� KLV� IDWKHU� HYDSRUDWHG�� )DL]D�� WKH�PRWKHU� RI� WZR�� VD\V�

WKDW� KDYLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� EHFRPLQJ� SDUHQWV� KDYH� OHG� WR� ‘more love, more safety 

(trygghet)’�DQG�‘cooperation (samarbeid)’�LQ�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG�1DGHHP��

�

‘After I gave birth…Well, Nadeem told me that he loved me before, but ‘now I 

love you even more’, he said. He told me when I was pregnant that ‘right now 

I feel that I am very much in love with you’. When I was pregnant the first 

time, he looked after me. He held around me when we were sleeping, helped 

me with putting on my socks...’ 

�

$QRWKHU�PRWKHU�VD\V��

�

‘Before we had kids we used to disagree more. Especially about clothes…what 

clothes I could wear. I was not allowed to wear tight jeans for example, but 
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now that I’m a mother, I am. Having children has in this sense given me more 

freedom. Not to go out (at night) and things like that, but in terms of our 

relationship, I have more freedom in that sense.’ 

�

Azra tells me that Ismail was ‘quite conservative’ when they married, but�WKDW�KH�KDV�

QRZ�FKDQJHG��6KH�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�VKH�LV�impressed with him, and that she is ‘fortunate’ 

to have a husband like him. ‘Before we had Fahad, Ismail told me he did not want to 

changes nappies. But guess who changed the first nappy? He did!’ �,VPDLO�� VLWWLQJ�

QH[W�WR�KHU�DW�WKH�FDIp�WDEOH�QRGV�SURXGO\�–�DOVR��,�JDWKHU��PRYHG�E\�$]UD�VKRZLQJ�KHU�

pride.) Staff at their son’s kindergarten often mentionV� ,VPDLO� LQ� FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�

other parents as a ‘good example’ of VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDV�EHFRPH�LQWHJUDWHG��%RWK�$]UD�

DQG�,VPDLO�DUH�SURXG�RI� WKH�JHQGHUHG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�,VPDLO�KDV�XQGHUJRQH��ZKLFK�LV�

HYLGHQW�DOVR� LQ�RWKHU� DVSHFWV�RI� WKHLU� OLYHV� WRJHWKHU�� ,VPDLO� LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRQFHUQHG�

ZLWK�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\��DQG�VSHQGV�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�ZLWK�$]UD�DQG��PRUH�VR��WKH�FKLOGUHQ��

$OWKRXJK� KH� KDV� D� MRE� DQG� $]UD� GRHV� QRW�� WKH\� VKDUHG� EULQJLQJ� )DKDG� WR� WKH�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ� DQG� IHWFKLQJ� KLP� DIWHUZDUGV�� 7KLV� KDV� EHHQ� D� ORQJ� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�

MRXUQH\��KRZHYHU��DQG�LW�WRRN�,VPDLO�TXLWH�VRPH�WLPH�WR�JHW�RYHU�WKH�MHDORXV\�KH�IHOW�

towards his wife and son, feeling neglected by his wife in the first months of his son’s 

life. Now, he is motivated to raise his daughter ‘according to Norwegian values’ –�EXW�

KH�DGPLWV�WR�PH�WKDW�KH�LV�DW�ORVV�DV�WR�KRZ�WR�GR�WKLV�LQ�SUDFWLFH���

� 7KURXJK� WKH� H[DPSOHV� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKLV� VHFWLRQ�� ,� KDYH� VRXJKW� WR� EULHIO\�

LQWURGXFH� WKH� FRPSOH[LWLHV� RI� KDYLQJ� FKLOGUHQ�� DUJXLQJ� WKDW� FKLOGUHQ� EULQJ� QHZ�

intimacies to ‘old’ relationships, as well as set in motion processes of transformatiRQV�

IRU�WKRVH�FORVHO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��)RU�ERWK�FRXSOHV��+DP]D�DQG�<DVPLQ�DQG�

)DL]D�DQG�1DGHHP��EHFRPLQJ�SDUHQWV�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�LQWLPDF\�RI�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS��)RU�

$]UD� DQG� ,VPDLO�� KDYLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� KDV� EURXJKW� DERXW� PRUH� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\� LQ� WKHLU�

UHODWLRQVKLS�� ,� GR� QRW� VHHN� WR� FRQWUDVW� WKH� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� WR�

WKRVH�RI�QRQ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR�EHFRPLQJ�SDUHQWV��5DWKHU�� ,� UDLVH�

WKH� WRSLF� KHUH� WR� LOOXVWUDWH� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� SDUHQWKRRG� DQG� RI�PHHWLQJ� WKH� IDPLO\�

members’� H[SHFWDWLRQV� RI� EHFRPLQJ� SDUHQWV��$�PDUULHG� FRXSOH�ZLWKRXW� FKLOGUHQ� RU�

without the ‘correct’ combination of children can be considered DV�an ‘incomplete’ 

IDPLO\����

�
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The ‘complete family’: Family size and sex of children 
,QIRUPDQWV� WHOO� PH� WKDW� WKH� SULPDU\� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� WKH� PDQ� WR� SURYLGH� IRU� KLV�

IDPLO\��DQG�IRU�WKH�ZRPDQ�WR�FDUH�IRU�WKH�IDPLO\��LV�VWLSXODWHG�LQ�UHOLJLRXV�WH[WV��DQG�LV�

D�‘divinely-ordained duty’. The prescribed role of women in Islam LV�RQH�IDFWRU�WKDW�

moulds women’s status, where the ‘economic provision for women is the 

responsibility of men, and women must marry and reproduce to earn status’, as Sathar 

DQG�FROOHDJXHV�UHSRUW�IURP�3DNLVWDQ��6DWKDU�HW�DO��������������,Q�3DNLVWDQ��,�ZDV�WROG�

WKDW� IXOILOPHQW� RI� WKHVH� GXWLHV� FRXOG� EH� FRQVLGHUHG� HTXDO� WR� FRQGXFWLQJ� D� hajj�

�SLOJULPDJH�� �VHH� DOVR� (ZLQJ�� ������������� 5HSURGXFWLRQ� LV� D� PRUDO� DQG� UHOLJLRXV�

GXW\� –� it is ‘compulsory’, as Maharaj also notes of Hindu Indian immigrants in 

$XVWUDOLD�������������,VODP�DV�D�UHOLJLRQ�SULRULWLVHV�PDUULDJH�DQG�ELRORJLFDO�SULQFLSOHV�

RI� GHVFHQW� DQG� LQKHULWDQFH�� DQG� SURYLGHV� PRWKHUV� ZLWK� D� PRUDO� LPSHUDWLYH� DQG�

IRXQGDWLRQ� DV� PDLQ� FDUHWDNHUV�FDUHJLYHUV�� 5HVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� SUHVHUYLQJ� WKH� OLQHDJH�

�$UDELF��hifz-al-nasl��LV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�Hadiths����DQG�EORRG�UHODWLRQV��RU�WKH�OLQHDJH��DUH�

considered one of God’s gifts �,QKRUQ������������-XVW�DV�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�H[SODLQHG�DV�WKH�

ZLOO� RI� *RG�� VR� LV� LQIHUWLOLW\�� RU� JLYLQJ� ELUWK� WR� FKLOGUHQ� ZLWK� GLVDELOLWLHV� �VHH� DOVR�

6DMMDG���������$FFRUGLQJO\��WKH�3URSKHW�LV�DOVR�WKDQNHG�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�SDUHQWV�PD\�

WLH�D�tawiz��OHDWKHU�ORFNHW�FRQWDLQLQJ�D�4XUDQ�YHUVH�IRU�SURWHFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�GDQJHUV�DQG�

jealousy) around the child’s neck (see below), or begin to pray more regularly, to 

VKRZ�WKHLU�JUDWLWXGH�IRU�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WKH�JLIW�RI�D�FKLOG��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�tawiz��

WKH�FRXSOH�KDG�ORQJ�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�EHFRPLQJ�SDUHQWV��,QFUHDVHG�SUD\HU�IUHTXHQF\�LV��,�

H[SHULHQFH�� D� PRUH� FRPPRQ� UHDFWLRQ� WR� PDMRU� LVVXHV� LQ� OLIH� FRQFHUQLQJ� WUDYHOV��

PDUULDJHV��LOOQHVVHV��DQG�FKLOG�EHDULQJ���

Property and ‘blood’�JR�WKURXJK�WKH�PDOH�OLQH��IDFLOLWDWHG�WKURXJK�HQGRJDPRXV�

PDUULDJHV��%HFDXVH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�FHQWUDO�LQ�UHSURGXFLQJ�WKH�IDPLO\��DQG�PDOH�FKLOGUHQ�

LQ� UHSURGXFLQJ� WKH�SDWULOLQHDJH� �5\GVWU¡P��������� WKH� VH[�RI� D�FKLOG� WR� VRPH�H[WHQW�

UHPDLQV�D�FHQWUDO�UHSURGXFWLYH�LVVXH�WKDW�HQVXUHV�FRQWLQXLW\�DQG�VXUYLYDO�RI�WKH�OLQHDJH�

–� EXW� LW� LV� DOVR� D� WRSLF�ZKHUH� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO� GLIIHUHQFHV� FRPH� WR� WKH� IRUH�� ,Q� KHU�

VWXG\�RI�6RXWK�$VLDQ�PRWKHUV� LQ�(DVW�/RQGRQ� LQ� WKH�8.��%KRSDO� ILQGV� WKDW�ZRPHQ�

JDLQ�UHVSHFW�WKURXJK�JLYLQJ�ELUWK�WR�FKLOGUHQ��VRQV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��DQG�WKDW�PRWKHUV�VHH�

motherhood as ‘natural’ in the context of arranged marriage and expectations of 

�PDOH�� FKLOGELUWK� ��������7KH� LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV� ,� NQRZ��DQG� LQGHHG� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV��

                                                           
���+DGLWKV�DUH�ZULWWHQ�WH[WV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�3URSKHW�GLG�DQG�VDLG��6RPH�+DGLWKV�DUH�DOVR�DFFRXQWV�IURP�
the Prophet’s friends or relatives, but these are generally considered less important to follow.   �
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DOVR�VHH�PRWKHUKRRG�DV�QDWXUDO��EXW�WKH�PHDQLQJ�DQG�VWDWXV�RI�PRWKHUKRRG�VKLIW�ZKHQ�

OHVV�LPSRUWDQFH�LV�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�VH[�RI�WKH�FKLOG��0DQ\�ZRPHQ��DIWHU�KDYLQJ�D�FKLOG��

DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�KDYH�PRUH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ILUVW�FKLOG�LV�D�ER\�RU�D�JLUO��

)DU]DQD�–�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��D�SDUW�WLPH�VKRS�DVVLVWDQW�DQG�PRWKHU�RI�

D�ER\�DQG�D�JLUO�–�ZDV�WROG�E\�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��0UV�5DQD��WR�KDYH�PRUH�FKLOGUHQ�‘in 

case something happens to one of them’.� Farzana quickly responded: ‘What if 

something happens to ME! Then you would have to look after three children, not 

two!’ +RZHYHU��DOWKRXJK�)DU]DQD� LV� FRQWHQW�ZLWK�KHU� WZR�FKLOGUHQ�� LI� WKH\�KDG�ERWK�

EHHQ�JLUOV��VKH�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�VKH�PD\�KDYH�IHOW�GLIIHUHQWO\���

�

‘I am happy having a boy and a girl, two children. When I came to Norway I 

was thinking of three children. Four would be too much, but three would be 

fine [she grew up as one of four siblings]. But now…I am happy with my boy 

and girl… [Pauses]…Let me be honest with you, Ida: I have told you that we 

have become very Norwegian, but now that you ask, we would have tried for 

one more child if both ours had been girls. I don’t know why, but it is still here 

inside me [taps her temple]: I would like to have a boy.’ 

�

0UV�5DQD��ZKR�UHWXUQHG�WR�3DNLVWDQ�XSRQ�UHDFKLQJ�UHWLUHPHQW��LV�QRW�ZHOO�DQG�QHHGV�

the fulltime care that Farzana’s husband provides by living in Pakistan for most of the 

\HDU�� 7KH� ROG� ZRPDQ� LV�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� )DU]DQD�� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW� WKH� HIIHFWV� RI� WKH�

ZHDNHQLQJ� RI� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV� DPRQJ� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� DQG�ZRUULHG�

WKDW�)DU]DQD�ZLOO�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�FDOO�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GXWLHV�IURP�KHU�VRQ�DV�VKH�QRZ�GRHV�

IURP�KHU�RZQ�VRQ��)DU]DQD��RQ�KHU�VLGH��experiences her husband’s prolonged absence 

ZKHQ�FDULQJ�IRU�KLV�PRWKHU�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�DV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WR�WKH�PDULWDO�UHODWLRQVKLS��DQG�

ZLVKHV� WR� UHRULHQW� WKH�REOLJDWLRQV�RI�JLYLQJ�DQG� UHFHLYLQJ�FDUH� LQ� WKH� IDPLO\� IRU� WKH�

IXWXUH� �� �:DQWLQJ� WKLQJV� WR� EH� GLIIHUHQW� IRU� KHU� VRQ� DQG� IXWXUH� GDXJKWHU�LQ�ODZ��

)DU]DQD� WXUQV� WKH� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO� RULHQWDWLRQ� XSVLGH�GRZQ� DQG� GHILQHV� WKH� IXWXUH�

UROH� IRU� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� DV� EHLQJ� WR� FDUH� IRU� WKHLU� RZQ� FKLOGUHQ�� QRW� IRU� WKHLU� SDUHQWV��

:KHQ�UHODWLRQV�DUH�GHILQHG�LQ�WKLV�ZD\��LW�EHFRPHV�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�)DU]DQD�WR�KDYH�
                                                           
���,W�LV�QRW�XQFRPPRQ�IRU�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�WR�WUDYHO�WR�3DNLVWDQ�VHSDUDWHO\��DOWKRXJK�ZRPHQ�PRUH�RIWHQ�
WUDYHO�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��0HQ�VRPHWLPHV�WUDYHO�DORQH�EHFDXVH�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�PD\�SUHYHQW�ZRPHQ�IURP�
WUDYHOOLQJ�� 5HDVRQV� IRU� WUDYHOOLQJ� VHSDUDWHO\� YDU\�� LW� FDQ� EH� WKH� SHUVRQ� ZKR� ZDV� ERUQ� DQG� UDLVHG� LQ�
3DNLVWDQ� DQG� ZLWK� FORVH� UHODWLYHV� WKHUH� ZKR� WUDYHOV�� RU� WKHUH� FDQ� EH� VSHFLDO� UHDVRQV� OLNH� IXQHUDOV��
ZHGGLQJV�RU�SUDFWLFDOLWLHV� UHODWHG� WR� FDULQJ�RU�KRXVLQJ� WKDW� GHPDQGV� WKDW� D� MRXUQH\� LV� XQGHUWDNHQ�RQ�
VKRUW�QRWLFH��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�ZLWK�PRUH�H[SHQVLYH�WLFNHWV���
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ERWK� VRQV� DQG� GDXJKWHUV�� EHFDXVH� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� QRW� H[SHFWHG� WR� ILW� LQWR� DVFULEHG�

JHQGHUHG�RU�JHQHUDWLRQDO� UROHV��EXW� UDWKHU� WR� VKDSH� WKHLU�RZQ� LQGLYLGXDO� WUDMHFWRULHV��

and ‘become Norwegian’, as she says –�ZKLFK�,�XQGHUVWDQG�DV�SODFLQJ�OHVV�LPSRUWDQFH�

RQ� WKHVH� JHQGHUHG� DQG� JHQHUDWLRQDO� GXWLHV��ZLWK� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFH� RI� GHFOLQLQJ� ELUWK�

UDWHV�DQG� lesser importance on the sex of the child. ‘Becoming Norwegian’� LV� WKXV�D�

WXUQ�WRZDUGV�LQGLYLGXDOLW\�DQG�RZQ�PRELOLW\��XQKLQGHUHG�E\�IDPLOLDO�REOLJDWLRQV���

Several parents use the term ‘complete family’ to illustrate the nature of their 

IDPLO\� FRPSRVLWLRQ�� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH� QXPEHU� DQG� VH[� RI� FKLOGUHQ�� ,Q� WKLV� WHUP�� DV� ,�

XQGHUVWDQG� LW�� WKHUH� OLHV� D� VHQVH� RI� FRQILGHQFH� DQG� IXOILOPHQW� DW� KDYLQJ� PHW� RZQ�

reproductive ambitions, sometimes others’. In other instances, it is a way to meet 

H[SHFWDWLRQV�RU�GHPDQGV�RI�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�WR�KDYH�PRUH�FKLOGUHQ��PDNLQJ�WKH�

point that the family is ‘perfect’. +DP]D�WROG�PH��‘I have the complete family, a girl 

and two boys…perfect. I wanted the first born to be a girl. I waited outside the 

birthing room when Yasmin gave birth, my mother was with her. She came out, 

pleased, and told me it was a boy. I told her, ‘so you got what you wanted’.�� +DP]D�

DQG��DOEHLW�WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW�)DU]DQD�SODFH�OHVV�LPSRUWDQFH�RQ�WKH�VH[�RI�FKLOGUHQ�WKDQ�

WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ�� DQG� H[SHULHQFH� WKLV� WRSLF� DV� FRQIOLFWXDO� ZLWK� WKHLU� PRWKHU�

�+DP]D��DQG�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��)DU]DQD���)XUWKHU��)DU]DQD�LV�DGDPDQW�WKDW�LW�LV�VKH�DQG�

QRW�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�ZKR�GHFLGHV�KRZ�PDQ\�FKLOGUHQ�VKH� LV� WR�KDYH��DQG�ZKDW� WKH�

H[SHFWDWLRQV�DUH�WR�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�

relationality. Also Hamza’s wife, Yasmin, has commented to me that it is she and not 

KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��ZKR�GHFLGHV�KRZ�PDQ\�FKLOGUHQ�VKH�LV�WR�KDYH��7RZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�

KHU��XQSODQQHG��WKLUG�SUHJQDQF\�VKH�VDLG��‘I will send this child to kindergarten when 

it is one year old so that I can get on with things.’ ,� WKHQ� DVNHG� ‘So, no more 

children?’�ZKHUHE\�KH�UHSOLHG�‘No-o-o! No more children!’�

*HQGHUHG� GXWLHV� DUH� PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WR� WKH� JUDQGSDUHQWV� WKDQ� WKH� SDUHQWDO�

JHQHUDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�WKH�IRFXV�RI�P\�VWXG\��EXW�WKH�LGHD�RI�FKLOGUHQ�PHHWLQJ�H[SHFWDWLRQV�

WR� WKH� FROOHFWLYH� DQG� KDYLQJ� WR� UHWXUQ� WKH� JLIW� RI� FDUH� UHPDLQ� DW� WKH� IRUHIURQW� RI�

parents’ orientation, as a friend of Farzana says: ‘Because we expect them (our 

children) to look after us when we are older, we, as parents, have to give them lots of 

love.’� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� )DU]DQD�� ZKR� KDG� MXVW� SRVLWLRQHG� KHUVHOI� LQ� RSSRVLWLRQ� WR� KHU�
                                                           
��,�NQRZ�RI�RQO\�RQH�LQVWDQFH�DPRQJ�P\����FRUH�LQIRUPDQWV��DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�PD\�EH�PRUH��ZKHUH�WKH�
KXVEDQG� DFFRPSDQLHG� KLV�ZLIH� LQWR� WKH� ELUWKLQJ� URRP� IRU� WKH� ILUVW� ELUWK�� ,Q� WKLV� FDVH�� LW�ZDV� D� IDLUO\�
GUDPDWLF�ELUWK�LQ�WKH���WK�ZHHN��,Q�DQRWKHU�FDVH��WKH�KXVEDQG�DFWXDOO\�GHOLYHUHG�WKHLU�ILUVW�FKLOG�LQ�WKH�
couple’s home, the ambulance personnel arriving in time to cut the umbilical cord.�
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PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�� DOVR� VSHDNV�RI�D�PRUH�FROOHFWLYH�3DNLVWDQL�we��ZKLFK� ,� WDNH� WR�PHDQ�

WKDW�VKH�LV�QRW�HQWLUHO\�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�JHQGHUHG�SDWWHUQV�

WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�H[SHFWHG�WR�ILW�LQWR���

,Q�&KDSWHU����,�GLVFXVV�JHQGHUHG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�DUJXH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�VKLIW�LQ�

JHQGHUHG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�WRZDUGV�JUHDWHU�LQGLYLGXDOLW\��7KLV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�

the older generation’s ideas about the meaning of sex, FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�JHQGHUHG�DQG�

ODUJHO\� SUH�GHWHUPLQHG� UROH� H[SHFWDWLRQV� IRU� FKLOGUHQ�� <HW�� WKHUH� DUH� DOVR� VRPH�

dualities at play, as is evident in Farzana’s considerations when she ‘is being honest’ 

ZLWK�PH�–� KDG� VKH� QRW� KDG� D� ER\�� VKH�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� KDYH� RQH�� HYHQ� LI� WKDW�PHDQW�

KDYLQJ�PRUH�FKLOGUHQ�WKDQ�LQWHQGHG��,PSOLFLW�LQ�KHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�LV�KHU�UHSURGXFWLYH�

DXWRQRP\�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�FKLOGUHQ�VKH�KDV�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�FKRLFH��,Q�WKLV�

FKRLFH�OLHV�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�XVH�RI�FRQWUDFHSWLYH�PHDVXUHV��7KLV�LV�D�WRSLF�WKDW�,�GLG�QRW�

LQLWLDOO\� LQWHQGHG� WR� H[SORUH��EXW� RQH� ,�GLVFXVV�EULHIO\�EHORZ��DV� LW�RIWHQ�FDPH�XS� LQ�

FRQYHUVDWLRQV� ZLWK� ERWK� PRWKHUV� DQG� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV�� )RU� LQVWDQFH�� ,� IRXQG� WKDW�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�ZRPHQ�ZKR�KDYH�FRPH�WR�1RUZD\�DV�DGXOWV�H[SHULHQFH�LQWHQVH��

FRPSOH[�DQG�RIWHQ�ORQJ�WHUP�VLGH�HIIHFWV�IURP�FRQWUDFHSWLYHV��WKH�‘pLOO’�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��

ZKLFK� PD\� EH� FRQQHFWHG� WR� WKH� VWUHVVHV� RI� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHULQJ� �VHH� )DLUFORWK��

+RIIPDQ�	�/D\QH��������/LDPSXWWRQJ�������RQ�WKH�+PRQJ�LQ�$XVWUDOLD���:KLOH�,�GR�

QRW�KDYH�VXIILFLHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�GLVFXVV�WKLV�LQ�GHWDLO��,�VWLOO�UDLVH�WKH�WRSLF�KHUH�VLQFH�

LW�LV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�EURDGHU�LVVXHV�RI�UHSURGXFWLRQ��

�

Reproductive health: knowledge and management 
�

‘I was so shy…I did not know anything. We [Mariam and her husband Aziz 

(34)] did not know each other well, and had only met a few times prior to the 

wedding, because we were not family. After the wedding it took a week…we 

slept on opposite sides of the bed, and moved closer and closer together every 

night. The first night, we were just sitting in the bedroom, quiet, not having 

anything to talk about [giggles, embarrassed].’ 

0DULDP�

��

‘I was shocked when I found out that I was pregnant, that the baby was inside 

my tummy. My mother told me that when babies are born, the mothers go on 
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the roof…when it rains, the baby comes. When I realised that I was pregnant I 

was quite upset, three months into the pregnancy! If I ever have a girl, I will 

tell her! After the baby was born I spoke to my mother, who called to 

congratulate me, I was upset with her and told her straight: “Why didn’t you 

tell me how painful it was? I knew nothing!”’ 

)DL]D�

�

0DUULDJH�PDUNV�HQWU\�LQWR�DGXOWKRRG��DQG�LQWR�DQ�DFWLYH�VH[XDO�OLIH��$IWHU�WKH�nikkah 

�OHJDO�PDUULDJH� FRQWUDFW� LQ� ,VODP�� FRXSOHV� DUH�� ,� DP� WROG�� DOORZHG� WR� KDYH� VH[�ZLWK�

HDFK�RWKHU��EXW�,�QRW�DZDUH�RI�DQ\RQH�ZKR�KDV�QRW�ZDLWHG�XQWLO�DIWHU�WKH�ILQDO�ZHGGLQJ�

FHUHPRQ\��WKH�walima��ZKLFK�Ls a celebration of the ‘joining together’ of the couple 

DQG� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV�� :RPHQ� UHSRUW� WKDW� WKH\� KDG� OLWWOH� NQRZOHGJH� RI� VH[� DQG�

reproduction prior to marriage, although, as one told me ‘with the Internet, we are 

more prepared’. �

0DULDP�DQG� )DL]D�� ERWK� ERUQ� DQG� UDLVHG� LQ�3DNLVWDQ� DQG�PDUULHG� WR�PLGGOH�

FODVV�1RUZHJLDQ�ERUQ�3DNLVWDQL�PHQ��HQWHUHG�UHSURGXFWLYH�OLIH�ZLWK�OLWWOH�NQRZOHGJH�

RI� VH[��SURFUHDWLRQ�RU� FKLOGELUWK��)DL]D�KDG�QRW�KDG�H[SODLQHG� WR�KHU� WKH� FRQQHFWLRQ�

EHWZHHQ�VH[��FRQFHSWLRQ�DQG�FKLOGELUWK��ZKHUHDV�0DULDP�KDG�QRW�NQRZQ�ZKDW�KDYLQJ�

VH[�DFWXDOO\�HQWDLOHG��:KHQ�$]L]�H[SODLQHG�WR�KHU�WKDW�VH[XDO�LQWHUFRXUVH�ZDV�DQG�KRZ�

LW� ZDV� GRQH�� VKH� GLG� QRW� EHOLHYH� KLP�� $OVR�� OLNH� )DL]D�� 0DULDP� GLG� QRW� NQRZ�

‘anything’ about childbirth. She borrowed some bookV�IURP�WKH�OLEUDU\��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�

DOO�LQ�1RUZHJLDQ��ZKLFK�VKH�GLG�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�DW�WKH�WLPH��7KH�ERRN�VWLOO�SURYHG�WR�

EH�XVHIXO��DQG�VKH�DQG�$]L]�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�SLFWXUHV�LQ�WKH�ERRNV�WRJHWKHU��DQG�KH�IRXQG�

D�ELUWKLQJ�YLGHR�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW�WKDW�WKH\�DOVR�ZDWFKHG�WRJHWKHU��7KLV�OHIW�KHU�LQ�VKRFN��

VKH� WHOOV�PH, and she told Aziz that ‘no, no, no - this is not possible’�� WR�ZKLFK� KH�

UHVSRQGHG�ZLWK� D� VK\� VPLUN�� ‘That’s what you said about sex too.’ 0DULDP� OHIW� WKH�

LVVXH� DW� WKDW�� EXW� WZR�PRQWKV� EHIRUH� KHU� GXH� GDWH�� FDOOHG� KHU� ROGHU� VLVWHU� 8]PD� LQ�

Pakistan, who, having recently given birth, could, laughingly, confirm Aziz’s 

H[SODQDWLRQ�DQG� WKDW�ZKDW�0DULDP�KDG�VHHQ�RQ� WKH�YLGHR�ZDV�FRUUHFW��$OO� WKH�VDPH��

P\� LPSUHVVLRQ� LV� WKDW� 3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV� LQ�1RUZD\��ZKHQ� ,�PHHW� WKHP� ILYH� WR� WHQ�

\HDUV�LQWR�PDUULDJH��DUH�ZHOO�LQIRUPHG�DERXW�DGYDQWDJHV�DQG�GLVDGYDQWDJHV�RI�YDULRXV�

W\SHV�RI�FRQWUDFHSWLYHV�� WKHLU�HIIHFWV�DQG�VLGH�HIIHFWV�� DQG� WKDW� WKH\�KDYH�D� IHPLQLQH�

QHWZRUN�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�WKH\�FDQ�VKDUH�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�OHDUQ�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU���
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7KH�UHSURGXFWLYH�VSKHUH� LV�RIWHQ�HPSKDVLVHG� WR�PH�DV�EHLQJ�IHPLQLQH��DV�ZH�

VDZ�DERYH�ZLWK�+DP]D�ZDLWLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�ELUWKLQJ�URRP��ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�EHLQJ�FDUHG�

IRU� E\� KHU� PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�� 0UV� $NWKDU�� GXULQJ� WKH� ELUWK�� %HDULQJ� WKH� PDLQ�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�for managing their children’s health, women have frequent contact with 

WKH� KHDOWKFDUH� V\VWHP�� DQG� GLVFXVV� UHSURGXFWLYH� LVVXHV� ZLWK� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� DQG� WKH�

3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV�� DQG�ZLWK� WKHLU�JHQHUDO�SUDFWLWLRQHU� �*3�� fastlege���

7KLV�PD\�EH�RQH�UHDVRQ�ZK\� WKH\� WDNH� WKH�PDLQ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DOVR� IRU� UHSURGXFWLYH�

KHDOWK�� At the four weeks’ check�XS� RI� WKH� EDE\� DW� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK�

6HUYLFHV�� KHDOWK� SHUVRQQHO� HQFRXUDJH�PRWKHUV� WR� UDLVH� WKH� WRSLF� RI� IDPLO\� SODQQLQJ�

ZLWK� WKHLU�*3�DW� WKH� UHJXODU�SRVW�SDUWXP�DSSRLQWPHQW�� RU� DW� WKH� VFKHGXOHG� VL[�ZHHN�

FKHFN�XS�RI� WKH�FKLOG�ZLWK� WKH�GRFWRU�DW� WKH�3&+6��+HDOWK�YLVLWRUV� WHOO�PH� WKDW� WKH\�

UHJXODUO\�UDLVH�WKH�WRSLF�WRR��EXW�WKDW�WKH\�‘probably could be better at this’���

0RWKHUV� FRPELQH� NQRZOHGJH� IURP�PXOWLSOH� VRXUFHV�� DQG�PHQWLRQ� SHHUV� DQG�

PHGLFDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV�OLNH�WKHLU�fastlege�DQG�WKH�3&+6�VWDII�DV�WKHLU�PDLQ�VRXUFHV�RI�

UHSURGXFWLYH� NQRZOHGJH�� 6RPH� ZRPHQ� DOVR� WDON� TXLWH� IUHHO\� ZLWK� WKHLU� IULHQGV��

KXVEDQGV�RU�VLVWHUV�DERXW�VH[XDO�DQG�RWKHU�LQWLPDWH�PDWWHUV��RIWHQ�ZLWK�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�

GRVH�RI�KXPRXU�ZKHQ�VLWXDWLRQV�DUH�ODWHU�H[SODLQHG�WR�PH�DORQH�RU�LQ�JURXSV�RI�IHPDOH�

IULHQGV��7KH�PRUH�HGXFDWHG�ZRPHQ�XVH�WKH�,QWHUQHW�DV�D�VRXUFH�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��:KLOH�

PRVW� LQIRUPDQWV� KDYH� VPDUWSKRQHV�� ,� GR� QRW� JHW� WKH� LPSUHVVLRQ� WKDW� WKHVH� DUH�

JHQHUDOO\� DV� XVHG� DV�PXFK� IRU� VXUILQJ� WKH� ,QWHUQHW� IRU� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DV� LW� LV� D� WRRO� WR�

FRPPXQLFDWH���

:KHQ�,�DVNHG�/RXLVH��D�PLGZLIH�DW� WKH�+LOOVLGH�FOLQLF��DERXW�KHU�H[SHULHQFHV�

ZLWK� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV�� VKH�ZDV� TXLFN� WR� GLVWLQJXLVK� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ILUVW��

DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�� ‘Second-generation…they are Norwegian now. They have 

gone through the Norwegian school system, learnt about the body, sex and biological 

aspects of the body.’� ,Q� WKH� ILUVW� DQWHQDWDO� FRQVXOWDWLRQ� ZLWK� LPPLJUDQW� 3DNLVWDQL�

PRWKHUV�WR�be, Louise often starts off with a drawing of the body and ‘what� it looks 

like inside…they often know what they look like, but not how the body works, where 

the baby lies, nutrition, the placenta…they are eager to learn.’ I mentiRQ�WKLV�KHUH�WR�

show a midwife’s perspective on migrant women’s knowledge, and to briefly 

illustrate how she places herself as part of the ‘team’ managing migrant women’s 

UHSURGXFWLYH��,�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV��RI�ZKLFK�/RXLVH�LV�

D�SDUW�RI��LQ�&KDSWHU����

�
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Managing reproduction 
,Q�3DNLVWDQ�WKH�ELUWK�UDWH�KDV�GURSSHG�TXLWH�GUDPDWLFDOO\�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��IURP�����LQ�

����–��� WR� ���� LQ� ����–������ 7KH� IHUWLOLW\� UDWH� DPRQJ�PLJUDQW�ZRPHQ� LQ�1RUZD\�

IURP�3DNLVWDQ�KDV�GHFOLQHG�IURP�����WR�����LQ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��ZKLOH�WKH�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�

RI� ZRPHQ� ERUQ� LQ� 1RUZD\� WR� WZR� LPPLJUDQW� SDUHQWV� LV� VLPLODU� WR� WKH� RYHUDOO�

1RUZHJLDQ�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH��LQ�IDFW�VOLJKWO\�ORZHU��7¡QQHVVHQ��������������(YHQ�NQRZLQJ�

WKDW� WKH� IHUWLOLW\� UDWH� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� DQG� RWKHU� PLJUDQW� JURXSV�� LV�

GHFOLQLQJ�DQG�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�OLNH�WKH�PDMRULW\� UDWH�� ,�KDG�VWLOO�H[SHFWHG�D�

VRPHZKDW� FRQVHUYDWLYH� DWWLWXGH� WR� ELUWK�FRQWURO�PHDVXUHV�� EHFDXVH� ,� KDG� KHDUG� DQG�

UHDG�WKDW�WKLV�FRXOG�EH�DJDLQVW�WKH�,VODPLF�IDLWK���

,Q�D�VWXG\�RI�0DOLDQ�PLJUDQWV�LQ�3DULV��&DURO\Q�6DUJHQW�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW\�

of women and men among her respondents framed ‘reproductive decisions and 

discourse in diverse interpretations of Islam’ �����������RIWHQ�DV�DQWLWKHWLFDO�WR�,VODP��

0DUFLD�,QKRUQ�QRtes that Egyptian men do not use permanent contraception, as the ‘on 

JRLQJ� DELOLW\� WR� SURGXFH� RIIVSULQJ� LV� SHUFHLYHG� E\� WKHP� WR� EH� FUXFLDO� WR� WKHLU�

masculinity’ ����������&HUWDLQO\��WKH�KXVEDQGV�RI�P\�PDLQ�LQIRUPDQWV�JHQHUDOO\�SODFH�

WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�UHSURGXFWLYH�LVVXHV�RQ�WKHLU�ZLYHV��DQG�H[SHFW�ZRPHQ�WR�ILQG�D�

PHWKRG�RI�FRQWUDFHSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�VHH�ILW��,�DP�QRW�DZDUH�RI�DQ\�ZRPHQ�ZKR�XVH�ELUWK�

FRQWURO�VHFUHWO\��EXW�KDYH�FRPH�DFURVV�RQH�LQVWDQFH�ZKHUH�WKH�RQH�ZDV�UHIXVHG�ELUWK�

FRQWURO�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��7DKLUD��QRZ�D�PRWKHU�RI�VL[��VD\V��‘I would have liked to have 

two or three children, but six is fine too, if there had only been more space between 

them.’86�$IWHU�VL[�FKLOGUHQ��KRZHYHU��KHU�KXVEDQG�DJUHHG�WR�KHU�KDYLQJ�D�FRQWUDFHSWLYH�

LPSODQW�LQ�KHU�XSSHU�DUP���

0\�LQIRUPDQWV�XVH�D�UDQJH�RI�FRQWUDFHSWLYHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�KRUPRQH�FRLO��WKH�

SLOO� DQG� FRQWUDFHSWLYH� LPSODQWV� DQG� LQMHFWLRQV�� 7KH\� DOVR� VKLIW� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH�� GXH�

PDLQO\� WR� VLGH�HIIHFWV�� ZHLJKW� JDLQ� FRPHV� XS� IUHTXHQWO\� LQ� SHHU� FRQYHUVDWLRQV�� EXW�

ORQJ�WHUP�KHDGDFKHV�DQG�QDXVHD��PRRG�VZLQJV�DQG�FKDQJHG�EORRG�SUHVVXUH�DUH�DOVR�

FRPPRQ�� &RQGRPV� DQG� WKH� ZLWKGUDZDO� PHWKRG� DUH� DOVR� XVHG�� EXW� RQO\� IRU� VKRUW�

SHULRGV� RI� WLPH� LQ�EHWZHHQ� RWKHU� PHWKRGV�� IRU� H[DPSOH� ZKLOH� ZDLWLQJ� IRU� WKH�

FRQWUDFHSWLYH�SLOO�WR�WDNH�HIIHFW�RU�GXULQJ�D�SHULRG�RI�QRW�XVLQJ�WKH�SLOO�WR�VHH�ZKHWKHU�

WKH�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�FRXOG�EH�WUDFHG�EDFN�WR�WKH�FRQWUDFHSWLYH��1RQH�RI�WKH�PRWKHUV�,�

                                                           
���,W�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�VKH�GRHV�QRW�PLQG�DOO�WRR�PXFK�WKDW�VKH�HQGHG�XS�KDYLQJ�VL[�FKLOGUHQ�LQVWHDG�RI�
WZR�RU�WKUHH��7KLV��DV�,�XQGHUVWDQG�LW��LV�GXH�WR�WKH�KLJK�VWDWXV�RI�PRWKHUKRRG��DQG�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�
EHLQJ�D�PRWKHU�LV�D�GXW\��)RU�7DKLUD’s�UHODWLRQ�WR�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW��VHH�FKDSWHU�����
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KDYH�DVNHG�KDYH�KXVEDQGV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�VWHULOLVHG�RU�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GR�VR����1RQH�RI�

P\�LQIRUPDQWV�XVH�WKH�FRSSHU�FRLO��ZKLFK�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�DQ�DERUWLRQ��EHFDXVH�WKH�

HJJ�LV�IHUWLOLVHG�EHIRUH�LW�LV�H[SHOOHG�����

�

Considering abortion 
A gift cannot be refused, and because a child is a gift from God, or God’s will 

�,QKRUQ�� ������� DERUWLRQ� LV� JHQHUDOO\� QRW� DOORZHG� LQ� ,VODP�� (YHQ� VR�� TXLWH� D� IHZ�

PRWKHUV�LQ�P\�VWXG\�KDYH�WROG�PH�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�VHULRXVO\�FRQVLGHUHG�DERUWLRQ��RWKHUV�

DFFHSW� RWKHU� ZRPHQ’V� FKRLFH� RI� KDYLQJ� RQH�� EXW� GR� QRW� LPDJLQH� FKRRVLQJ� WKLV� IRU�

WKHPVHOYHV�� 2QH� H[KDXVWHG� PRWKHU� WROG� PH� WKDW� ZKHQ� VKH� IRXQG� RXW� WKDW� VKH� ZDV�

SUHJQDQW�ZLWK�QXPEHU� WZR� �VKH� DOUHDG\�KDG�D���\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU��� VKH�ZHQW� WR� WKH�

GRFWRU�WR�JHW�DQ�DERUWLRQ��$V�VKH�ZDV����ZHHNV�SUHJQDQW��VKH�ZDV�VHQW�KRPH�ZLWKRXW�

WKH�DERUWLRQ�����ZHHNV�EHLQJ�WKH�OHJDOO\�GHILQHG�OLPLW�LQ�1RUZD\��$QRWKHU�PRWKHU�WROG�

PH� DERXW� KHU� VLVWHU�LQ�ODZ�� DOUHDG\� D�PRWKHU� RI� WKUHH��ZKR� IRXQG� RXW� WKDW� VKH�ZDV�

SUHJQDQW�DJDLQ��EXW�WRR�ODWH�WR�JHW�DQ�DERUWLRQ��:KHQ�,�OHIW�WKH�KRXVH�RI�WKLV�ZRPDQ�

DIWHU�VKH�KDG�QDUUDWHG�WKH�VWRU\�WR�PH��,�EXPSHG�LQWR�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��ZKR�ZDV�RQ�

KHU�ZD\�KRPH�IURP�YLVLWLQJ�KHU�GDXJKWHU��QRZ�ILYH�PRQWKV�SUHJQDQW��,�KDG�QRW�VHHQ�

her for almost a year, and she gave me a big hug. In our three minutes’ encounter in 

WKH�VWUHHW��VKH�FRQILUPHG�ZKDW�,�KDG�MXVW�EHHQ�WROG��WKDW�KHU�GDXJKWHU�KDG�EHHQ�XSVHW�

when she found out that she was pregnant, and that by that time it ‘unfortunately’ was 

WRR�ODWH�IRU�DQ�DERUWLRQ��6KH�VSRNH�UDWKHU�ORXGO\��DQG�DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�FRXOG�

KHDU� WKH� GHWDLOV� RI� WKH� GLOHPPD� –� ZKLFK� ,� LQWHUSUHW� WR� LPSO\� WKDW� DERUWLRQ�� RU�

FRQVLGHULQJ�DERUWLRQ��LV�QRW�WRWDOO\�VWLJPDWLVHG���

%HWZHHQ������DQG������������ZRPHQ�RI�3DNLVWDQL�GHVFHQW�OLYLQJ�LQ�2VOR�KDG�

DQ� LQGXFHG� DERUWLRQ�� ZKHUHDV� WKH� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� ILJXUH� ZDV� ����� IRU� HWKQLF�

1RUZHJLDQV� OLYLQJ� LQ� 2VOR� �(VNLOG�� 1HVKHLP�� %XVXQG�� 9DWWHQ� 	� 9DQJHQ�� ���������

:KLOH�DERUWLRQ�ILJXUHV�DUH�ORZHU�IRU�WKH�3DNLVWDQL�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�2VOR�WKDQ�WKH�HWKQLF�

1RUZHJLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�DXWKRUV�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�LW�LV�VWULNLQJ�WKDW�WKH�DJH�GLPHQVLRQ�

LV� LQYHUVH� LQ� WKH� WZR�SRSXODWLRQV��3DNLVWDQLV�XQGHU� WKH�DJH�RI����ZHUH� OHVV� OLNHO\� WR�
                                                           
���,�KDYH�QRW�VSRNHQ�WR�PHQ�DERXW�FRQWUDFHSWLYH�XVH��EHFDXVH�WKLV�KDV�EHHQ�GLIILFXOW�IRU�PH�DV�D�ZRPDQ��
,�KDYH��KRZHYHU��XVHG�VRPH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�DVN�WKHP�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\�DERXW�UHSURGXFWLYH�PDWWHUV��VXFK�
as how many children they wish to have, the importance of a child’s sex, etc. �
���$ERUWLRQ�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�VH[�RI�WKH�FKLOG�KDV�QHYHU�HPHUJHG�DV�D�WRSLF���
���,Q�3DNLVWDQ������RI�PDUULHG�ZRPHQ�GR�QRW�XVH�DQ\�IRUP�RI�ELUWK�FRQWURO��+DUGHH�DQG�/HDK\������LQ�
6DMMDG������������+HQFH��DV�6DMMDG�ZULWHV��DERUWLRQ�PD\�EH�PRUH�ZLGHO\�DFFHSWHG�WKDQ�FRQWUDFHSWLYHV�
�����������
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KDYH�DQ�DERUWLRQ�WKDQ�WKRVH�RYHU�����ZKHUHDV�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV�ZHUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�

KDYH� DQ� LQGXFHG� DERUWLRQ� ZKHQ� WKH\� ZHUH� XQGHU� ��� \HDUV� RI� DJH� �(VNLOG� HW� DO���

�����������2QH�HOHPHQW�WR�WKLV�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHUH�JHQHUDOO\�DUH�PRUH�VWULFW�UHOLJLRXV�

DQG�PRUDO�VDQFWLRQV�IRU�0XVOLP�WKDQ�&KULVWLDQ�RU�VHFXODU�ZRPHQ�LQ�1RUZD\�ZKHQ�LW�

FRPHV�WR�VH[�EHIRUH�PDUULDJH��LQ�ZKLFK�VHQVH�WKH�VWDWLVWLFV�DUH�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ��7KHUH�LV�

RQH� LQWHUHVWLQJ� HOHPHQW� WR� WKLV� WKRXJK�� DQG� WKDW� LV� WKDW�� FRPSDUDWLYHO\�� WKH� UDWH� LV�

KLJKHU�IRU� WKH�ROGHU�VHJPHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�RI�3DNLVWDQL�GHVFHQW��7KLV� LV�UHIOHFWHG�LQ� WKH�

DWWLWXGHV� RI�PRWKHUV� LQ�P\� VWXG\��:KHUHDV� WKH\� DUH� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW� IXOILOOLQJ� WKHLU�

UHSURGXFWLYH�GXWLHV��LW�LV�JHQHUDOO\�HQRXJK�ZLWK�WZR�RU�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ��$IWHU�WKDW�WKH\�

EHFRPH�PRUH� UHOD[HG� DQG�GR� QRW� IHHO� WKH� VDPH� UHSURGXFWLYH� SUHVVXUH�� ORZHULQJ� WKH�

EDUULHUV�WR�FRQWUDFHSWLYH�XVH�DQG�HYHQ�DERUWLRQ�DIWHU�WKH�GXWLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�PHW���

2QO\�WZR�RXW�RI�WKH�WZHOYH�FRXSOHV��ZRPHQ��,�DVNHG�KDG�XVHG�FRQWUDFHSWLYHV�

EHIRUH�WKH\�KDG�FKLOGUHQ��)RU�WKRVH�WZR��WKH�UHDVRQV�LQFOXGHG�DPELWLRQV�RI�FRPSOHWLQJ�

HGXFDWLRQ��WR�JDLQ�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH�RU�LPSURYLQJ�WKHLU�1RUZHJLDQ�ODQJXDJH�VNLOOV��RU�

IRU�WKH�FRXSOH�WR�JHW�WR�NQRZ�HDFK�RWKHU�EHWWHU�EHIRUH�EHFRPLQJ�SDUHQWV��DQG�GHFLGLQJ�

WR�ZDLW� XQWLO� WKH�ZLIH� WXUQHG� WZHQW\��2WKHU�� OHVV� YROXQWDU\�� UHDVRQV� IRU� WKH� GHOD\� LQ�

FKLOGEHDULQJ�LQFOXGHG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LPPLJUDWLRQ�SDSHUV�WRRN�WLPH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�GHOD\HG�

PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�FRKDELWDWLRQ��VHH�DOVR�&KDUVOH\����������

5D\QD�5DSS��������XVHV�WKH�Werm ‘moral pioneers’ in her analysis of mothers 

DW�WKH�IURQWLHU�RI�UHSURGXFWLYH�WHFKQRORJLHV��,�XQGHUVWDQG�D�SLRQHHU�WR�EH�RQH�ZKR�JRHV�

ILUVW�� RU� VZLPV� WKURXJK� XQFKDUWHUHG� ZDWHUV�� $OWKRXJK� WKLV� VHFWLRQ� on women’s 

NQRZOHGJH�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�UHSURGXFWLRQ�LV�EULHI��,�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�LW� WR�VKRZ�WKDW�

LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� UHPDLQ� VLWXDWHG� LQ� UHODWLRQVKLSV� RI� PXWXDO� REOLJDWLRQV�� ZKHUH� D�

woman’s most central obligation is to ensure biological reproduction.���$W� WKH�VDPH�

WLPH��,�VHH�WKHVH�ZRPHQ�DV�PRUDO�SLRQHHUV��HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�PDQDJH�

DQG� H[HUW� DXWRQRP\� RYHU� WKHLU� UHSURGXFWLYH� KHDOWK� DQG� VWHHU� WRZDUGV� JUHDWHU�

LQGHSHQGHQFH�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DV�DGXOWV��:RPHQ�UHPDLQ�UHVSRQVLEOH�

IRU� WKH�PDQDJHPHQW� RI� UHSURGXFWLRQ�� IRU� LQVWDQFH�ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� FRQWUDFHSWLYH� XVH��

7KLV�DXWRQRP\�LV�ZLGH�UDQJLQJ��EXW�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�� WKH\�FDQQRW�JHQHUDOO\� FKRRVH�not� WR�

KDYH�FKLOGUHQ���

�

                                                           
���7KH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� ELRORJLFDO� UHSURGXFWLRQ� FDQ� EH� XQGHUVWRRG� ERWK� DV� UHOLJLRXV� DQG� FXOWXUDO�� RU�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� NLQVKLS�� ,QIRUPDQWV� WHQG� WR� HPSKDVLVH� WKH� FRQQHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH�� DQG� ILQG� WKHP�
KDUG�WR�VHSDUDWH���
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�

Infertility: Not meeting obligations  
�
6DED�FRPHV�IURP�D�FORVH�NQLW�IDPLO\��DQG�KDV�RQH�EURWKHU�DQG�ILYH�VLVWHUV��6KH�
LV�PDUULHG� WR�KHU�maternal cousin, Omer. They have two sons. Saba’s father 
ZDV�PDUULHG�IRU����\HDUV�WR�D�EDUUHQ�ZRPDQ��$V�KLV�ILUVW�ZLIH�DOVR�ZLVKHG�IRU�
FKLOGUHQ�� VKH� DJUHHG� WR� KLV� WDNLQJ� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO�ZLIH��ZLWK�ZKRP�KH� KDG� VL[�
FKLOGUHQ��8S�XQWLO�WKH�UHFHQW�GHDWK�RI�WKH�ILUVW�ZLIH��‘the two mothers’�DV�6DED�
calls them, lived together with Saba’s brother, his wife and their two children 
in a town in Punjab. Saba tells this as a love story, emphasising her father’s 
GLOHPPD�RI�PDUU\LQJ�DQRWKHU�ZRPDQ�ZKHQ�KH�VWLOO�ORYHG�KLV�ILUVW�ZLIH�GHDUO\���

9LVLWLQJ�6DED�������,�VLW�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�KHU�VLVWHU��1RRU�������RQ�WKH�VRID��
6DED�KDV�JRQH� WR� IHWFK�KHU�ROGHVW� FKLOG� IURP� WKH� ORFDO� VFKRRO�� MXVW� GRZQ� WKH�
URDG��1RRU�ZRUNV� IXOO�WLPH� LQ� D� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� EXW� DV� VKH� KDG� WKH� HDUO\� VKLIW�
WRGD\��Vhe dropped by Saba’s flat on the way home. Like Saba, Noor came to 
1RUZD\� WKURXJK� PDUULDJH� DQG� IDPLO\� UHXQLILFDWLRQ�� DQG� LV� PDUULHG� WR� D�
maternal relative, Taha (34). They live 15 minutes’ walk from Saba and Omer 
������ 7KH\� KDYH� EHHQ� PDUULHG� IRU� DOPRVW� HLJKW� \HDUV� QRZ�� EXW� KDYH� QR�
FKLOGUHQ��,�DVN�1RRU�LI�VKH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�VKH�VD\V�‘yes, but 
there is no rush, (because) I really like my job...’ �

:KHQ�1RRU�KDV�ILQLVKHG�KHU�MXLFH��VKH�OHDYHV�IRU�KRPH��6DED��ZKR�KDV�
QRZ�UHWXUQHG��DQG�,�DUH�DORQH��DSDUW�IURP�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��ZKR�DUH�ILJKWLQJ�RYHU�
the video game. Saba tells me that she has offered to have a child ‘for Noor’, 
EXW�ERWK�2PHU�DQG�7DKD�GLVDJUHH��6WLOO��6DED�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�GR�WKLV�IRU�1RRU�DV�
D�VLVWHUO\�JHVWXUH��‘But I know that if it is a girl, her husband will say ‘so you 
give boys to yourself, but a girl to us.’ $QRWKHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�LV�DGRSWLRQ�UXOHV�
LQ�1RUZD\��,I�WKH�VLVWHU�KDG�DGRSWHG�WKH�FKLOG��6DED�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG�WR�WHOO�WKH�
FKLOG�DERXW�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�WHQ�\HDUV�ROG��- I don’t want to, but the 
Norwegian law says that I must.91�

6DED� WHOOV� PH� WKDW� KHU� EURWKHU� DQG� KLV� ZLIH� YDOXH� PDOH� DQG� IHPDOH�
FKLOGUHQ� GLIIHUHQWO\�� DQG� LV� FULWLFDO� RI� KRZ� WKH\� DUH� VRFLDOLVLQJ� WKHLU� VRQ� DQG�
GDXJKWHU��6KH�VKRZV�PH�SLFWXUHV�RI�KHU�EURWKHU�DQG�KHU�VLVWHU�LQ�ODZ�ZLWK�WKHLU�
VRQ�RQ�D�ZHHNHQG� WULS� WR�/DKRUH�� VKDNLQJ�KHU�KHDG�� WKHLU�GDXJKWHU� VSHQW� WKH�
ZHHNHQG�DW�KRPH�ZLWK�KHU�JUDQGPRWKHU��DQG�LV�QRW�LQ�WKH�SLFWXUH. ‘It must be 
something she (sister-in-law) has taken with her from her own family, treating 
daughters and sons differently.’ When the girl was still a baby, Saba offered to 
IRVWHU�DQG�EULQJ�XS�WKH�JLUO�DV�KHU�RZQ��EHFDXVH�VKH�IHOW�WKDW�WKH�JLUO�ZDV�QRW�
JLYHQ� WKH�VDPH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DV�KHU�ROGHU�EURWKHU��7KH�VLVWHU�LQ�ODZ�JRW�YHU\�
XSVHW��6DED�VD\V��‘She told me that I had no idea what I was talking about as I 
only had a son myself, and no daughters.’��

�

                                                           
�� �2WKHU� LQIRUPDQWV� UHSRUW� VLPLODU� VWRULHV� RI� QRW� ZDQWLQJ� WR� WHOO� WKH� FKLOG� DERXW� DGRSWLRQ�� EXW� RI�
1RUZHJLDQ�OHJDO�IUDPHZRUN�UHTXLULQJ�WKDW�WKH\�GR��KHQFH�SUHYHQWLQJ�WKHP�IURP�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�ZLWK�WKH�
SODQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��RQH�GLYRUFHH�DQG�PRWKHU�RI�RQH�ZDV�RIIHUHG�RQH�RI�KHU�8.�based sister’s children 
LQ�kafala �IRVWHUDJH���6KH�GHFLGHG�QRW� WR�DFFHSW� WKLV�KRZHYHU��EHFDXVH�VKH�ZRXOG�KDYH� WR�JR� WKURXJK�
IRUPDO�DGRSWLRQ�SURFHGXUHV��&KLOGUHQ�PXVW�EH�UHJLVWHUHG�IRUPDOO\�ZLWK�D�SDUHQW�RU�JXDUGLDQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
DFFHVV�ULJKWV�WR�VFKRRO��KHDOWK�FDUH��DQG�WR�WULJJHU�FKLOG�JUDQWV��+RZHYHU��WKH�WHQ�\HDUV�RI�DJH�UXOH�6DED�
UHIHUV�WR�KHUH�LV�LQFRUUHFW��
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,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�6DED�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\��LQIHUWLOLW\�LV�GHDOW�ZLWK�LQ�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�ZD\V��E\�

taking an additional wife, as Saba’s father did; through adoSWLRQ� IURP� outside� WKH�

SDWULOLQH�� DV�ZRXOG� EH� WKH� FDVH�ZLWK�1RRU� DQG� 6DED�� DQG�PRYLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� EHWZHHQ�

KRXVHKROGV�within WKH�SDWULOLQH��DV�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�6DED�DQG�KHU�EURWKHU�DQG�

his wife. Saba refers to both of her father’s wives as ‘mothers’, as VKH�GRHV�ZLWK�KHU�

PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��$JDLQ�ZH�VHH�WKDW�PDUULDJH�DQG�SURFUHDWLRQ�IDFLOLWDWH�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�

LQWLPDFLHV��‘I never think of my mother-in-law as my mother-in-law, but as a mother, 

or an older sister�’�Of course, had Saba and Noor’s father been iQIHUWLOH��KLV�WDNLQJ�RQ�

D�QHZ�ZLIH�ZRXOG�QRW�KHOS�PDWWHUV��EXW�UDWKHU�PDNH�LW�REYLRXV�WR�HYHU\RQH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�

KLP�� DQG� QRW� KLV� ZLIH�� ZKR� ZDV� LQIHUWLOH�� 1RZ� KRZHYHU�� KLV� PDVFXOLQLW\� UHPDLQHG�

LQWDFW�DQG�WKH�SUREOHP�ZDV�VROYHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UHFRJQLVHG�V\VWHP�RI�PDUULDJH�LQ�,VODP�

ZKHUH�D�PDQ�LV�DOORZHG�WR�KDYH�XS�WR�IRXU�ZLYHV��LI�KH�LV�DEOH�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�WKHP��7KH�

FKLOGUHQ�E\�KLV�VHFRQG�ZLIH�EHORQJ�WR�KLV�OLQHDJH�MXVW�DV�WKH\�ZRXOG�LI�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�

ERUQ�WR�WKH�ILUVW�ZLIH���

%URWKHUV�LQ�ODZ�2PHU�DQG�7DKD�DUH�UHODWHG�WKURXJK�WKHLU�PRWKHUV��DQG�WKXV�GR�

QRW�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�VDPH�SDWULOLQH��$FFRUGLQJO\��LI�6DED�DQG�2PHU�JLYH�D�FKLOG�WR�1RRU�

DQG�7DKD��WKH�FKLOG�ZRXOG�JURZ�XS�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�SDWULOLQH�WKDQ�ZKDW�LW�ZDV�ERUQ�LQWR��

:KLOH�WKLV�PLJKW�EULQJ�WKH�VLVWHUV�FORVHU�WRJHWKHU��WKH�EORRG�RI�ERWK�SDWULOLQHV�ZRXOG�

EHFRPH�GLOXWHG��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�6DED��7DKD�FRQVLGHUV�PDOH�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�PRUH�YDOXDEOH�

than female children because they carry the lineage and are responsible for parents’ 

ZHOO�EHLQJ�LQ�ROG�DJH�–�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�JHnder and of children’s futures that Saba 

disagrees with. Because a woman’s duties are towards her husband’s family, parents 

ZLWK�QR�VRQV�ZLOO�KDYH�QR�RQH�WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI� WKHP�LQ�ROG�DJH��ZLWKLQ�WKH�V\VWHP�RI�

UHFLSURFDO�PRUDO� FRQWUDFWV��$OWKRXJK� UHFHLYLQJ� D�GDXJKWHU�ZRXOG� JLYH�7DKD�D� FKLOG��

WKLV�JLUO�DQG�KHU�IXWXUH�KXVEDQG�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�ERXQG�WR�FDUH�IRU�7DKD�DQG�1RRU��EXW�IRU�

KHU�SDUHQWV�LQ�ODZ���

For Saba, offering both to take on her brother’s daughter, and to give a child to 

KHU� VLVWHU� DUH� WZR� VLGHV� RI� WKH� VDPH� FRLQ�� D� ZD\� RI� PHHWLQJ� FROOHFWLYH� GXWLHV� DQG�

LQGLYLGXDO�KRSHV��,W�PD\�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�EH�DQ�DFW�RI�JHQHURVLW\��DV�$XG�7DOOH��������

QRWHV� DPRQJ� WKH�0DDVDL� RI� (DVW�$IULFD��ZKHUH� FKLOGUHQ� FDQ� EH� H[FKDQJHG� EHWZHHQ�

FORVH� IHPDOH� UHODWLYHV�� 7KH� SURPLQHQW� UROe of women in these exchanges ‘must be 

interpreted and located within wider cultural notions of femininity and gender’ �7DOOH��

��������. In Saba’s eyes, she would assist Noor and Taha in meeting their collective 

GXWLHV�DQG�ZRXOG� LQFUHDVH� WKH�VWDWXV�RI�ERWK�KHU�VLVWHU�DQG�KHU�EURWKHU�LQ�ODZ��7KXV��
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VKH�ZRXOG�FRQWULEXWH�WRZDUGV�FRQQHFWLQJ�IDPLOLHV�DQG�EULQJLQJ�DERXW�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�

of Taha’s patriline. In taking in her brother’s daughter, she would strengthen close 

UHODWLRQV�WR�IDPLO\�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��:LWK�WLPH��KRZHYHU��VKH�FRXOG�ULVN�WKH�ZHDNHQLQJ�WKH�

YHU\�VDPH�WLHV�LI�WKDW�SURYHG�WR�WKH�IDFWRU�WKDW�SUHYHQWV�KHU�QLHFH�IURP�PDUU\LQJ�RQH�RI�

KHU� VRQV��+RZHYHU�� ,�GR�QRW�KDYH� WKH� LPSUHVVLRQ� WKDW� WKLV� LV� DQ�DLP�VKH�KDV� IRU�KHU�

FKLOGUHQ��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�PD\�FKDQJH�ZLWK�WLPH. Also, by taking her brother’s daughter 

WR�1RUZD\��VKH�ZRXOG�KHUVHOI�JDLQ�D�GDXJKWHU�DQG�SURYLGH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�WKLV�JLUO�LQ�

1RUZD\��:KLOH�PRWKHUV�ZLWK�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�JHQHUDOO\�GR�QRW�ZLVK�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�

WR� VSHQG� SDUWV� RI� WKHLU� FKLOGKRRGV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� �VHH�&KDSWHU� ���� 6DED� LV� RSHQ� WR� WKH�

FRQYHUVH�� UHFHLYLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� 1RUZD\�� VHQW� IURP� UHODWLYHV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� ,� GR� QRW�

GLVFXVV� WKLV� SRLQW� LQ� DQ\� GHWDLO�� DQG� ,� DP� QRW� FHUWDLQ� KRZ� V\VWHPLF� LW� LV�� EXW� LW� LV�

LQWHUHVWLQJ� WR� QRWH� WKDW� KHUH� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� RI� PRYHPHQW� RI� FKLOGUHQ� KDV� FKDQJHG�

GLUHFWLRQ�� )RU� D� JLUO�� WKLV�PD\�EH� D� VWUDWHJ\� IRU� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\�� SURYLGLQJ� KHU�ZLWK�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�QRW�DYDLODEOH�WR�KHU�LQ�3DNLVWDQ���

,Q� D� SDWULOLQHDO� V\VWHP�� VXUURJDF\� RU� DGRSWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� RWKHU� UHODWLYHV� WKDQ�

PDOH�UHODWLYHV�FDXVHV�D�FKLOG�WR�EH�UDLVHG�RXWVLGH�RI�LWV�OLQHDJH��DQG�PD\�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH�

EORRG�RI� WKH� OLQHDJH�EHFRPHV�GLOXWHG� �6RPPHUIHOW���������$GRSWLRQ� LV�SURKLELWHG� LQ�

Islam, where blood ties are central and ‘genealogical accuracy must be maintained’ 

�0RQWJRPHU\�� ����������� ,Q� FRQWUDVW� WR� DGRSWLRQ�� KHOSLQJ� RUSKDQV� LV� FRQVLGHUHG� D�

zakat��FKDULWDEOH�DFW��LQ�,VODP��WKH�3URSKHW�ZDV�KLPVHOI�DQ�RUSKDQ��)RVWHUDJH��kafala��

LV�QRW�XQFRPPRQ�DPRQJ�0XVOLPV��SULPDULO\�EHWZHHQ�UHODWLYHV��ZKHUH�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�EH�

‘given’. �� �,W� LV� OHss socially acceptable to give sons than daughters to mothers’ 

relatives, because they carry the patriline and thus should be given to fathers’ relatives 

�6DMMDG�� �����������0\� LQIRUPDQWV� H[SUHVV� WKH� UHDVRQV� IRU� QRW�ZLVKLQJ� WR� DGRSW� LQ�

PXFK� WKH� VDPH� ZD\� DV� ,QKRUQ� ������� found in her study of men’s discourses of 

adoption and gamete donation in Lebanon: that an adoptive child would not be one’s 

own child, or not of one’s own ‘blood’, as some put it. An exception to the adoption 

SURKLELWLRQ� LV� FKLOGUHQ� XQGHU� WKH� DJH� RI� WZR�� ZKHUH� WKH� FKLOG�� LI� EUHDVWIHG� E\� WKH�

adoptive mother, may become ‘her own’ child through this sharing of substances �VHH�

0DF&ODQF\�� ������� ,Q� 3DNLVWDQ�� DQG�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� 6DMMDG�� DOVR� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQLV��FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�DUH�QRW�ELRORJLFDO�VLEOLQJV�EXW�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�QXUVHG�E\�WKH�

VDPH�ZRPDQ� DUH� FRQVLGHUHG�milk siblings� DQG� FDQQRW�PDUU\� HDFK� RWKHU� ������������
                                                           
���7KLV� XVHG� WR� EH� FRPPRQ� DOVR� LQ�1RUZD\�� ZKHUH�� LI� WKHUH� ZHUH� QR� VRQV� WR� LQKHULW� D� IDUP�� D�PDOH�
UHODWLYH��VXFK�DV�D�QHSKHZ��ZRXOG�RIWHQ�WDNH�WKLV�SODFH�LQ�WKH�OLQH�RI�LQKHULWDQFH��
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7KXV��ZKLOH�EORRG�FRQQHFWV�SHRSOH� LQ� WKH�SDWULOLQH�� LQWLPDF\�FDQ�DOVR�EH� WUDQVPLWWHG�

WKURXJK�mother’s milk and food, shaping proximitLHV�DQG�GLVWDQFHV�EHWZHHQ�UHODWLYHV�

�&DUVWHQ������E��6RPPHUIHOW����������������

$V�ZH�VDZ�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�6DED�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\��LQIHUWLOLW\�LV�FRPPRQO\�EODPHG�

RQ� WKH�ZRPDQ�DV�DQ�RXWVLGHU� WR� WKH� OLQHDJH��DQG�ZRPHQ� WDNH�SULPDU\� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�

IRU�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�LQIHUWLOLW\��DV�WKH\�GR�ZLWK�UHSURGXFWLYH�LVVXHV�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��

,QIHUWLOH�ZRPHQ�PD\�VHHN�KHOS�IURP�SURIHVVLRQDOV� LQ�1RUZD\�DQG�3DNLVWDQ��PHGLFDO�

GRFWRUV� DQG�6XIL�pirs� �VDLQWV�� �VHH� DOVR�6DMMDG�� ������� DQG�PDNH�XVH� RI� SUD\HUV� DQG�

RIIHULQJV��6KDJXIWD��ERUQ�LQ�1RUZD\���IRU�LQVWDQFH��QRZ�D�PRWKHU�RI�WKUHH��ORVW�WKUHH�

EDELHV�HDUO\�LQ�SUHJQDQF\�EHIRUH�FDUU\LQJ�D�FKLOG�IXOO�WHUP��6KH�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�

RI�SUD\LQJ��YLVLWHG�D�J\QDHFRORJLVW�LQ�2VOR��DWH�D�PRUH�EDODQFHG�GLHW�DQG�UHVWHG�PRUH��

EXW� VWLOO� GLG� QRW� PDQDJH� WR� FDUU\� EDELHV� WR� IXOO�WHUP�� ,Q� WKH� HQG�� VKH� WUDYHOOHG� WR�

3DNLVWDQ�DQG�YLVLWHG�D�GRFWRU�WKDW�KHU�ROGHU�VLVWHU�KDG�UHFRPPHQGHG��EHFDXVH�D�IULHQG�

RI� KHUV� KDG� VXFFHHGHG� LQ� JHWWLQJ� SUHJQDQW� DIWHU� VHHLQJ� WKLV� GRFWRU�� 7KH� 3DNLVWDQL�

GRFWRU�JDYH�6KDJXIWD�‘some injections’ that Shagufta continued to administer herself 

IRU�VRPH�WLPH�XSRQ�UHWXUQ�WR�1RUZD\��$�IHZ�PRQWKV�ODWHU��VKH�EHFDPH�SUHJQDQW�DQG�

JDYH�ELUWK�WR�D�KHDOWK\�JLUO��$OVR�-DYHULD�VWUXJJOHG�WR�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ��D�GHFDGH�LQWR�KHU�

PDUULDJH��DQG�DIWHU�VHYHUDO�URXQGV�RI�,9)�WUHDWPHQW�LQ�1RUZD\��VKH�ILQDOO\�JDYH�ELUWK�

WR�WZLQV��ZKR�QRZ�FDUU\�tawiz�DURXQG�WKHLU�QHFNV���

)HUWLOLW\�PDQDJHPHQW�LV�FRPSOH[�DQG�LQYROYHV�HQJDJHPHQW�LQ�DQG�FRPELQDWLRQ�

RI� GLIIHUHQW� NQRZOHGJH� V\VWHPV�� $OVR�� LW� PD\� LQYROYH� H[SHUWV� WKDW� DUH� ORFDWHG� LQ�

GLIIHUHQW�QDWLRQ�VWDWHV��DQG�WKXV�LV�IRU�VRPH�D�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�SUDFWLFH��VHH�&KDSWHU������,�

QRZ�PRYH�IURP�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�RQ�IHUWLOLW\�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�UHSURGXFWLRQ��WR�KRZ�D�

FKLOG��SULPDULO\�DIWHU�ELUWK��LV�FRQVWLWXWHG�WKURXJK�SUDFWLFHV���

�

Constituting and connecting mothers and children   
�

+DGL\D��� The nurses at the hospital told me to stress down, relax, not to 

get involved in family conflicts…to have positive thoughts…then 

the milk would be strong, the baby would get strength through 

me.�

,GD��� � What is the connection between stress and milk, do you think?  
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+DGL\D��� [Pause] It has something to do with the brain I think…you see 

this in general, that the psychological influences the 

physical…that these are connected. The milk also flows more 

easily… When it comes to taste and nutritional value, I am not 

sure. But your mood impacts, people also say that in our 

culture… 

,GD��� � Oh…?  

+DGL\D��� Yes, the mood, even personality traits come with the milk that 

goes from the mother to the child. I have read in Arabic stories 

that people found wet nurses with good personal traits, like a 

strong faith.  

,GD��� � What other personal traits were seen as good?  

+DGL\D��� Considerate, caring (she uses the English word), determined, 

strong-minded …  

,GD��� � Are the traits the same for boys and girls? 

+DGL\D��� At that age…I think so. Maybe determination is valued higher 

among boys, but… 

,GD��� �If a mother has undesirable personal traits, if she is not a good 

person, what then?  

+DGL\D��� Then she may have less milk, and her baby may become 

grumpy.93 �

�

3DUHQWLQJ�VWDUWV�DW�FRQFHSWLRQ��DQG�WKXV�GLIIHUV�IURP�FKLOG�UHDULQJ��ZKLFK�EHJLQV�DIWHU�

WKH� FKLOG� LV� ERUQ�� +DGL\D� WHOOV� PH� WKDW�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� ,VODP�� IRXU� PRQWKV� DIWHU�

conception ‘life is ‘blown’ into the foetus…Now it is a baby. It can hear everything 

that is being said, in particular the mother’s voice. It is alive, so it now starts to sense 

and adopt moods, traits, so it matters what the mother does and eats’.�0RWKHU� DQG�

FKLOG� DUH� LQWLPDWHO\� FRQQHFWHG�� DQG� LW� LV� D�PRWKHU’s responsibility to form the child 

EHIRUH�ELUWK��SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDOO\��ZKLFK�+DGL\D�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�VHSDUDWH��

                                                           
���She tells me of her sister’s besW� IULHQG�� ZKR� KDV� D� JUXPS\� DQG� JHQHUDOO\� GLVFRQWHQWHG� EDE\�� DQG�
H[SODLQV�WKLV�E\�WKH�PRWKHU�RI�WKH�EDE\�EHLQJ�JUXPS\��6KH�DOVR�WHOOV�PH�RI�KHU�VLVWHU��ZKR�JHWV�QHUYRXV�
LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�VKH�LV�QRW�LQ�FRQWURO�DQG�ZKR�KDV�D�ILYH�\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU�ZKR�UHDFWV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�
ZD\� – She got this while she was in the mother’s womb, and through the milk��+DGL\D�VD\V��:KHQ�,�
DVN�KHU�LI� WKLV�PD\�MXVW�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VKH�KDV�OHDUQW�WKURXJK�EHLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU��+DGL\D�GRHV�
QRW�GLVPLVV�WKLV��EXW�VD\V�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�‘connection’ between the two causal explanations and that the 
‘real reason’ GDWHV�IURP�WKH�SUHJQDQF\�DQG�WKH�PLON��
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7KLV� SURFHVV� EHJLQV� EHIRUH� WKH� FKLOG� LV� ERUQ� DQG� UHPDLQV� FHQWUDO� WR� PRWKHULQJ�

SUDFWLFHV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKURXJK�LQIDQF\�DQG�WKH�WRGGOHU�\HDUV��6KH�VD\V�WKDW�KHU�HPRWLRQV�

DQG�EHKDYLRXU��VXFK�DV�VWUHVV�DQG�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�IDPLO\�FRQIOLFWV��LPSDFW�QHJDWLYHO\�

on the milk’s strength DQG� flow�� EXW� IROORZV�XS�E\�DGPLWWLQJ� WKDW� VKH� LV� QRW� FHUWDLQ�

about the connection between her mood and the milk’s nXWULWLRQDO�YDOXH���

,Q� KHU� DFFRXQW�� +DGL\D� SXWV� WRJHWKHU� GLIIHUHQW� PRGHOV� RI� NQRZOHGJH��

LQWHUSUHWLQJ� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� VKH� KDV� UHFHLYHG� IURP� D�PHGLFDO� SURIHVVLRQDO� ZLWKLQ� D�

EURDGHU�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�ZKHUH�SHUVRQV�DUH�FRQVWLWXWHG�WKURXJK�IORZV�RI�VXEVWDQFHV��,W�

might be tempting to explain the domination of relational dimensions in Hadiya’s 

UHDVRQLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�ERXJKW�XS�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�PHGLFDO�V\VWHP�RU�ORZ�OHYHOV�

RI�HGXFDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��+DGL\D�ZDV�born and raised in Norway and has a Bachelor’s 

GHJUHH��$ORQJ�WKH�VDPH�OLQHV��6RQLD��ZLWK�WZR�XQLYHUVLW\�GHJUHHV�LQ�ELRFKHPLVWU\�WHOOV�

PH�� ‘You should drink lots of milk when you are pregnant. If you drink milk, your 

child will be sweet and pretty, white…if you drink coca cola your child will be dark.’�

6KH� ODXJKV�� DQG�DGGV�ZLWK� D�KLQW�RI� LQVHFXULW\��ZKLFK� ,� LQWHUSUHW� DV�KHU� VHHNLQJ�P\�

FRQILUPDWLRQ�� WKDW�VKH�NQRZV�D�SUHJQDQW�ZRPDQ�ZKR�GUDQN�D�ORW�RI�FRNH�GXULQJ�KHU�

SUHJQDQF\��EXW�ZKRVH�FKLOG�GLG�QRW�FRPH�RXW�GDUN�DIWHU�DOO���

�

Kinning connectivity  
Mothers’ roles LQ� PDNLQJ� XS� WKH� FKLOG� LV� RIWHQ� SUHVHQWHG� WR� PH� DV� D� PDWWHU� RI�

more/less, whereas fathers’ role is a matter of either/or, a ‘one-off’, as Sonia says: ‘I 

don’t really have a good explanation for the impact of the father, except that he 

contributes something through conception and through the environment (via the 

mother) both during pregnancy and after birth.’� $OWKRXJK� WUDLWV� PRYLQJ� IURP� WKH�

PRWKHU�WR�WKH�FKLOG�DUH�SURFHVVXDO��WKH\�DUH�QRW�HPEHGGHG�LQ�KLVWRULFDO�WLPH�LQ�WKH�ZD\�

WKH�‘one–off’�FRQWULEXWLRQ�IURP�the father is. The father’s ‘blood’, ‘DNA’ or ‘semen’�LV�

WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�DW� WKH�PRPHQW�RI�FRQFHSWLRQ��6RQLD�VD\V�� WKXV�FRQQHFWLQJ�

KLV� FKLOGUHQ� WR�ERWK� WKH�SDVW� DQG� WKH� IXWXUH�RI� WKH�SDWULOLQH� �VHH�5\GVWU¡P�������RQ�

9LHWQDP����

&KLOGUHQ�PD\� DOVR� JHW� SHUVRQDO� WUDLWV� IURP�RWKHU� FORVH� UHODWLYHV�� DV� IURP� WKH�

SHUVRQ�ZKR� SHUIRUPV� WKH� ghutti� ULWXDO� LPPHGLDWHO\� DIWHU� WKH� FKLOG� LV� ERUQ� �VHH� DOVR�

6DMMDG�������������,Q�ghutti��WKH�QHZ�ERUQ�LV�JLYHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�VZHHW��FRPPRQO\�D�GDWH�
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RU�KRQH\��ZKLFK�LV�SODFHG�on tongue before it drinks mother’s milk for the first time.���

Hence, a person is ‘made’ through materials flowing between people. Thus, the one�

RII� IL[HGQHVV� RI� WKH� EORRG� IURP� WKH� IDWKHU� FRQQHFWLQJ� WKH� FKLOG� WR� WKH� SDWULOLQH� LV�

FRPELQHG� ZLWK� WKH�PRUH� DFWLYH� DQG� FRQWLQXRXV� SURFHVV� RI� NLQQLQJ� �+RZHOO�� ������

EHWZHHQ�WKH�PRWKHU�DQG�WKH�FKLOG��EXW�DOVR�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FKLOG�DQG�RWKHU�UHODWLYHV��-XVW�

DV�FKLOGUHQ�PD\�UHFHLYH�SHUVRQDO� WUDLWV�IURP�UHODWLYHV�DQG�WKXV�EHFRPH�FRQQHFWHG�WR�

WKHVH�� WKH� FKLOG�PD\� DOVR� JLYH� LQWLPDFLHV� DQG� WKXV� FRQQHFW� RXWVLGHUV� WR� WKH� IDPLO\��

:KHQ�D�GLYRUFHG�PDQ�DQG�IDWKHU�RI�RQH�,�NQRZ�UHPDUULHG��KLV�QHZ�ZLIH�EHFDPH�YHU\�

LQYROYHG�ZLWK� WKH� FKLOG�� WDNLQJ� WKH�PDLQ� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� IHHG� LW�� HYHQ� YLVLWLQJ� WKH�

PRWKHU�DQG�IHHGLQJ�WKH�FKLOG�WKHUH��DQG�EXLOGLQJ�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�

WKH�QHZ�FRXSOH�DSSDUHQWO\� IHOW� WKH�ELRORJLFDO�PRWKHU�ZDV�XQDEOH� WR�GR��(VWDEOLVKLQJ�

LQWLPDFLHV� WKURXJK� VKDULQJ� IRRG�DQG�SK\VLFDO� SUR[LPLW\�� LV�� DV� ,� VHH� LW�� D�SURFHVV�RI�

NLQQLQJ���

,Q�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�WLPH�DIWHU�ELUWK��WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�PRWKHU�DQG�FKLOG�LV�

IDFLOLWDWHG�RU�PDQDJHG�FROOHFWLYHO\��7KH�SRVW�SDUWXP�SHULRG�chilla� ODVWV� IRU����GD\V��

DQG�FRUUHVSRQGV�ZLWK�1RUZHJLDQ�SDUHQWDO�OHDYH�SROLF\��ZKHUH�WKH�ILUVW�VL[�ZHHNV�DUH�

DOORFDWHG� WKH� PRWKHU�� 'XULQJ� chilla�� WKH� ZRPDQ� LV� SROOXWHG� �plit�� ZKLOH� VKH� LV� VWLOO�

EOHHGLQJ��‘It is important to rest’,�RQH�LQIRUPDQW�WHOOV�PH��‘because your whole body is 

open. It needs rest so that it can close again, and because the openness makes you 

vulnerable.’� 7UDGLWLRQDOO\�� LQ� 6RXWK� $VLD�� D� QHZ�PRWKHU� UHFRYHUV� IURP� ELUWK� LQ� WKH�

PDWHUQDO�KRPH��VHH�DOVR�0DKDUDM���������$OWKRXJK�ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�WR�EH�PD\�

JR�WR�JUHDW�OHQJWKV�WR�JHW�WKHLU�PRWKHUV�IURP�3DNLVWDQ�WR�1RUZD\�DURXQG�WKH�WLPH�RI�

ELUWK��W\SLFDOO\�IRU�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI� WZR�WR�HLJKW�ZHHNV��WKLV�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�SRVVLEOH��$�

IHZ� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� PRWKHUV� ,� NQRZ�� VXFK� DV� $DQ\D�� PRYHG� EDFN� WR� WKHLU� RZQ�

PRWKHU� IRU� D�ZHHN�RU� WZR� DIWHU� ELUWK�� HYHQ� LI� VKH� OLYHG� LQ� WKH� VDPH�ERURXJK� DV� WKH�

PRWKHU��EXW�,�GR�QRW�ILQG�WKLV�WR�EH�FRPPRQ��,I�WKH�PRWKHU�LV�QRW�WKHUH��WKH�PRWKHU�LQ�

ODZ�PD\�WDNH�RQ�WKLV�UROH��DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�ELUWK��DQG�FDULQJ�IRU�WKH�PRWKHU�GXULQJ�chilla��

VR�WKDW�VKH�FDQ�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�FKLOG�DQG�UHVW��EXW�WKLV�LV�QRW�XQSUREOHPDWLF��2QH�PRWKHU�,�

NQRZ�WROG�PH�WKDW�ZKHQHYHU�VKH�IHOO�DVOHHS�ZLWK�KHU�QHZ�ERUQ�FKLOG�QH[W�WR�KHU��KHU�

PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�ZRXOG�WDNH�WKH�FKLOG�DZD\�IURP�KHU��DQG�OHW�LW�UHVW�QH[W�WR�KHUVHOI�RU�KHU�

XQPDUULHG� GDXJKWHU�� 7KH� QHZ� PRWKHU� IHOW� WKDW� KHU� LQ�ODZV� ZHUH� WU\LQJ� WR� FUHDWH�
                                                           
���In Azra’s family, the new�ERUQ�FKLOG� LV� WUDGLWLRQDOO\�JLYHQ�KRQH\��:KHQ��EDVHG�RQ�KHU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
IURP�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV� WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�EHORZ� WKH�DJH�RI�RQH� VKRXOG�QRW�EH�JLYHQ�KRQH\��$]UD�SURWHVWHG�� LW�
FDXVHG� D� VWLU� LQ� WKH� IDPLO\�� $]UD� ZDV� KHDUG�� KRZHYHU�� DQG� WKH� EDE\� JLYHQ� D� SLHFH� RI� D� VZHHW� GDWH�
LQVWHDG��
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GLVWDQFH�EHWZHHQ�KHU�DQG�KHU�FKLOG��DQG�WR�SRVLWLRQ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�FORVHU�SUR[LPLW\�WR�

WKH�FKLOG���

:RPHQ� PD\� EH� H[SHFWHG� WR� FRQVXPH� FHUWDLQ� W\SHV� RI� IRRG� WR� HQVXUH� WKH�

SURGXFWLRQ�DQG� IORZ�RI� EUHDVW�PLON�� DV�/LDPSXWWRQJ�ZULWHV�RI�7KDL�PRWKHUV� ��������

0DKDUDM� ZULWHV� RI� ,QGLD� ������� DQG� 6RPPHUIHOW� RI� *DPELD� ����������,PPHGLDWHO\�

DIWHU�ELUWK��D�QXPEHU�RI�LQIRUPDQWV�WHOO�PH��WKH�QHZ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHU�LV�WR�EH�JLYHQ�D�

FDORULH�ULFK�VTXDUH�FDNH�PDGH�RI�OHQWLOV��dahl���VXJDU��FRFRQXW��ghee��FODULILHG�EXWWHU���

DQG�VRPHWLPHV�QXWV�� WR�UHJDLQ�VWUHQJWK�DQG�SURGXFH�PLON��7KLV�SRWHQW�FDNH�PXVW�QRW�

be given to men, as it apparently makes them sexually excited (‘veldig kåte’���ZKLFK�LV�

SUREOHPDWLF�� ,� DP�WROG��EHFDXVH�ZRPHQ�VKRXOG�DYRLG�VH[�GXULQJ�chilla��2WKHU�IRRGV�

LQFOXGH�VRXS�PDGH�RI�FKLFNHQ�RU�EHHI�EURWK��PHDW��YHJHWDEOHV�DQG�KHUEV�VXFK�DV�JLQJHU�

DQG� JDUOLF�� 7KHVH� WRR� DUH� PDGH� ZLWK� PXFK� ghee, making it ‘dangerous’, as one 

LQIRUPDQW� VD\V�� ODXJKLQJ�� ‘In Norway�� I know that mothers are told to eat fresh 

vegetable, water and milk. I agree that this is healthy. That is why Norwegian women 

are so thin and Pakistani women are so fat’.96���

7KH� PRWKHU–FKLOG� UHODWLRQVKLS�� ,� VXJJHVW�� LV� PRUDOO\� FRQVWLWXWHG�� ,W� LV�

considered ‘natural’ in the sense that the deep, close connection between mother and 

FKLOG� LV� WDNHQ� IRU� JUDQWHG�� VKDSLQJ� WKH� VRFLDO� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� WKH� IDPLO\� ZLWK�

FRPSOHPHQWDU\�JHQGHU�UROHV��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��KRZHYHU��WKLV�FORVHQHVV�LV�DOVR�D�UHVXOW�

of women’s actions and behaviour: it is thus processual and something that she is 

UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� FUHDWLQJ� DQG� FRQVWLWXWLng, not something that emerges ‘naturally’. 

:KLOH�WKH�QHZ�ERUQ�LV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�PRWKHU��D�VRFLDO�QHWZRUN�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�

VXUURXQGV�KHU��VXSSRUWV�DQG�FDUHV� IRU�KHU� LQ� WKH� ILUVW� WLPH�DIWHU�ELUWK�� ,Q�D�PLJUDWLRQ�

FRQWH[W�� WKLV� FDUH� PD\� WDNH� RQ� D� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� FKDUDFWHU� WKURXJK� �JUDQG�PRWKHUV�

WUDYHOOLQJ�WR�FDUH�IRU�WKHLU�GDXJKWHU�DQG�JUDQGFKLOG��RU�VHQGLQJ�RI�IRRG�SDUFHOV�WR�WKH�

QHZ�PRWKHU��+RZHYHU�� WKLV�FRQQHFWLYLW\� FDQ�DOVR�EH�FRQWHVWHG�DQG�GLIILFXOW� IRU�QHZ�

PRWKHUV�� DQG� SHUKDSV� HVSHFLDOO\� VR� LQ� WKH� FDVHV� ZKHUH� WKH� ZRPDQ� LV� D� PDUULDJH�

PLJUDQW� DQG� KHU� IDPLO\� LQ� ODZ�� ZKR� PD\� WDNH� RQ� VRPH� RI� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�

                                                           
���In the last weeks leading up to the birth, one pregnant mother tells me, ‘traditionally’ the mother to 
be is to drink warm milk with an egg stirred into it, ‘to help the body get warm and flexible’. This must 
EH�GRQH�MXVW�EHIRUH�FUDZOLQJ�LQWR�EHG��‘or else one loses the heat from the drink’��*HQHUDOO\�IDWW\�IRRGV�
DQG�PHDW�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�‘KRW’��IUXLW�DQG�YHJHWDEOHV�DV�‘FROG’��VHH�.nUVWDG��������0DQGHUVRQ���������
���&HUWDLQO\��PLGZLYHV�,�KDYH�VSRNHQ�WR�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�DUH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�GLVDJUHHPHQW�UHIHUUHG�WR�KHUH��
DQG�RIWHQ�EULQJ�XS�WKH�WRSLF�RI�GLDEHWHV�DQG�RI�HDWLQJ�KDELWV��UHPLQGLQJ�PRWKHUV�What they ‘should not 
eat for two’��,W�LV�PRUH�FRPPRQ�DPRQJ�6RXWK�$VLDQ�PLJUDQWV��WKH\�WHOO�PH��WR�GHYHORS�GLDEHWHV�GXULQJ�
SUHJQDQF\��WKDQ�DPRQJ�RWKHU�PLJUDQW�JURXSV�DQG�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV���
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traditionally held by her natal family, shifting the direction of the child’s primary 

DWWDFKPHQWV���

�

Mothers: Feeding and making babies  
�

)RRG�GHDOLQJV�DUH�D�GHOLFDWH�EDURPHWHU��D�ULWXDO�VWDWHPHQW�DV�LW�ZHUH��RI�VRFLDO�

UHODWLRQV��DQG�IRRG�LV�WKXV�HPSOR\HG�LQVWUXPHQWDOO\�DV�D�VWDUWLQJ��D�VXVWDLQLQJ��

RU�D�GHVWUR\LQJ�PHFKDQLVP�RI�VRFLDELOLW\��

�6DKOLQV�����������FLWHG�LQ�/XSWRQ�����������

�

,Q�&KDSWHU���,�ZLOO�H[SORUH�KRZ�UHODWLRQV�DQG�LQWLPDFLHV�DUH�EXLOW�WKURXJK�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

SUDFWLFHV��EXW�,�EHJLQ�WKLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�KHUH��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�IRRG�DQG�IHHGLQJ��PDNLQJ�WKH�

point that the mother and her worth too are ‘made’ or evaluated through the child’s 

HDWLQJ�KDELWV��,�GLVFXVV�IRRG�DQG�IHHGLQJ�DOVR�LQ�&KDSWHU����EXW�WKHQ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�

UHJXODWLRQ� RI� FKLOGUHQ� PRUH� JHQHUDOO\�� +HUH�� ,� GUDZ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH� LQWLPDWH�

UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�PRWKHUV�DQG�WKHLU�VPDOO�FKLOGUHQ��DV�WKLV�UHODWHV�WR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�

RI� UHSURGXFWLRQ�� DERYH�� )RU� LQVWDQFH�� LQIRUPDQWV� IUHTXHQWO\� UHIHU� WR� Hadiths ZKHQ�

WKH\� WHOO�PH� WKDW� LQIDQWV� VKRXOG� EH� EUHDVWIHG� IRU� WZR� \HDUV� (‘…enough time for the 

milk to work, just like we need to complete a full course of antibiotics for the medicine 

to work’��RQH�LQIRUPDQW�WHOOV�PH���,Q�IDFW��,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�RI�DQ\�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�ZKR�

KDYH�EUHDVWIHG�WKHLU�EDELHV�IRU�WZR�\HDUV��$JDLQ��ZH�VHH�WKDW�SUDFWLFH�LV�PRUH�IOH[LEOH�

WKDQ�UXOHV��DQG�VKDSHG�E\�IDFWRUV�EH\RQG�WKH�LGHDO�RU�WKH�VFULSW��UHOLJLRXV�RU�RWKHUZLVH��

:KHn mothers I know speak of breastfeeding ‘for a long time’, they give the desire 

IRU� LQWLPDF\� DQG� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� FORVHQHVV� WR� WKH� FKLOG� DV� UHDVRQ�� 7KLV� LV� RQH� ZD\� WR�

interpret ‘to work’. �

0RWKHUV�JLYH�YDULRXV�UHDVRQV�IRU�GLVFRQWLQXLQJ�EUHDVW� IHHGLQJ�–� VXFK�DV� ODFN�

RI�PLON��QRW�KDYLQJ�WLPH�EHFDXVH�RI�ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ�GHPDQGLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ��DQG�ZDQWLQJ�

WR�PRYH�RQWR�VROLGV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�IHHO�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG�LV�VWLOO�KXQJU\�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�QXUVHG��

7KHVH� UHDVRQV�� DV� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKHP�� DUH� IDLUO\� FRPPRQ� DFURVV� WKH� VSHFWUXP� RI�

PRWKHUV� LQ�$OQD� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� FODVV� DQG� HWKQLF� EDFNJURXQG�� DOWKRXJK�ROGHU� FKLOGUHQ�

GHPDQGLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�LV�D�PRUH�FRPPRQ�GLOHPPD�IRU�PRWKHUV�ZKRVH�ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ�GR�

QRW� DWWHQG� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ZKLFK� LV� OHVV� OLNHO\� WR� EH� FKLOGUHQ� RI� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

PLGGOH�FODVV�ZRPHQ��$�PRUH�VSHFLILF�UHDVRQ�IRU�GLVFRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�IRU�
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0XVOLP� PRWKHUV� LV� purdah�� ZKLFK� PDNHV� LW� GLIILFXOW� IRU� PRWKHUV� WR� EUHDVWIHHG� LQ�

SXEOLF�� DQG� WKXV� ORFDWLQJ� WKHP� LQ� FORVHU� SUR[LPLW\� WR� WKH� KRPH� GXULQJ� WKLV� SHULRG��

‘Norwegian women do this very openly in public.’97 ‘They just kind of open up’��6RQLD�

WHOOV�PH�ZKLOH�SUHWHQGLQJ�WR�OLIW�KHU�WRS�RII��‘May be it is just me, but I don’t think I 

could do that…Norwegians have a different relationship to nudity…’�

7KURXJK� EUHDVW�PLON��PRWKHUV� OLWHUDOO\� JLYH� RI� WKHPVHOYHV� �:DOO�� �����������

For instance, in Gambia, there is the belief that children ‘suck’ personhood traits from 

WKH� ZRPDQ� ZKR� QXUVHV� WKHP� �6RPPHUIHOW�� ����������� 7KURXJK� EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�� D�

PRWKHU�FDQ�EHFRPH�PRUH�RU�OHVV�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�FKLOG��DQG�WKH�FKLOG�FDQ�LQKHULW�PRUH�

or fewer traits from her. Thai women refer to mother’s milk as ‘blood from the chest’ 

�/LDPSXWWRQJ�DQG�5LFH�������LQ�7VLDQDNDV�	�/LDPSXWWRQJ�������������&KRRVLQJ�QRW�

WR�EUHDVWIHHG�LV�RQH�WKLQJ�–�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�EUHDVWIHHG�LV�HQWLUHO\�GLIIHUHQW��EHFDXVH�

WKLV� OHDGV� PRWKHUV� WR� TXHVWLRQ� ZKHWKHU� WKH\� DUH� JRRG� HQRXJK� PRWKHUV� DQG� FORVH�

enough to their child. Because Faiza’s first son could not suck properly, she�FKDQJHG�

WR�IRUPXOD�DQG�ERWWOH�IHHGLQJ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�RQO\�D�ZHHN�ROG��7KLV�UHPDLQV�D�VRUH�SRLQW�

for her, seven years later: ‘Even though I did not breastfeed him, he is still my son! 

Sometimes��maybe just once a week, I feel milk coming on the inside. It is not painful, 

but I feel it.’�)RU�)DL]D�� WKLV�ORVV�RI�LQWLPDF\�EHWZHHQ�KHU�DQG�KHU�VRQ�KDV�EHFRPH�D�

SDUW�RI�KHU�ERG\��DQG�WKURXJK�KHU�ERG\��VKH�LV�UHPLQGHG�RI�KHU�OLPLWDWLRQV���

&RQQHUWRQ� ������� XQGHUVWDQGV� WKH� ERG\� DV� D� VLWH� ZKHUH� UHPHPEHULQJ� WDNHV�

place, similar to Bourdieu’s habitus� ��������0Rthers’ bodies, as Faiza’V� GRHV��PD\�

UHPHPEHU�FKLOGUHQ�ORQJ�DIWHU�ELUWK��)XUWKHU��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�LV�VSHFXODWLYH��LW�PD\�EH�WKDW�

PRWKHUV�VXFK�DV�)DL]D�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�KHU�VXEVWDQFHV�DV�D�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�KHU��KLV�

PRWKHU�� DQG�RI�KHU� JLIW� WR� LW��$FFRUGLQJO\�� WKH� FKLOG�PD\�JHW� OHVV�RI�KHU� SHUVRQDOLW\�

WUDLWV�� WKH�ERQG�EHWZHHQ� WKH�PRWKHU�DQG�WKH�FKLOG�PD\�EH�ZHDNHU�WKDQ�ZKDW� LW�FRXOG�

have been, and even the mother’s morality may be questioned. Although her 

husband’s family still passes judgement on her for her choosing to discontinXH�ZLWK�

EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�� )DL]D� GRHV� QRW� IHHO� WKDW� WKLV�ZHDNHQV� KHU� VWDWXV� DV�ZLIH� DQG�PRWKHU��

DOWKRXJK� VKH� KDV� ORVW� VRPH�RI� KHU�PRWKHULQJ� FRQILGHQFH� E\� QRW� JLYLQJ� �RI�� KHUVHOI��

<HW��DV�,�UHWXUQ�WR�LQ�&KDSWHU����KHU�LQ�ODZV�DUH�LQ�IDFW�EODPLQJ�KHU�DQG�KHU�PLON�IRU�WKH�

KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�RQH�RI�KHU�VRQV���

                                                           
���&HUWDLQO\�� LW� LV� PRUH� UHFRJQLVHG� LQ� 1RUZD\� DQG� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQV� JHQHUDOO\� WKDQ� LQ� PRVW� RWKHU�
countries, but this liberalism is not as broadly acceptable as is Sonia’s impression. �
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In any culture, food ‘structures what counts as a person’ �&XUWLQ������D��� LQ�

/XSWRQ����������–�ZH�EHFRPH�ZKDW�ZH�HDW��%DVHG�RQ�UHVHDUFK�LQ�)UDQFH�DQG�%ULWDLQ��

&KDUORWWH� )DLUFORWK� ILQGV� WKDW� IHHGLQJ� LV� WKH� VLQJOH� PRVW� PRUDOLVHG� FRPSRQHQW� RI�

PRWKHULQJ�������������0RWKHUV�IUHTXHQWO\�HPSKDVLVH�WR�PH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�HDWLQJ��

DQG�RI� WKH�FKLOG�JHWWLQJ�enough� IRRG��7KLV� LV� DQ� DOPRVW� FRQVWDQW� FRQFHUQ� IRU�PDQ\��

DQG�FRQVLGHUDEOH�WLPH�DQG�HIIRUW�JRHV�LQWR�HLWKHU�IHHGLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�RU�ZRUU\LQJ�ZKHWKHU�

WKH\�HDW�HQRXJK��:KHQ�,�DVN�-DYHULD�ZKDW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFW�RI�XSEULQJLQJ�LV�

IRU�FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU�WKUHH�\HDUV�ROG��VKH�TXLFNO\�DQVZHUV��‘The most important thing is 

nutrition. You can compromise on everything else, but not that. A good mother makes 

sure that her children eat.’�

,Q�D�3DNLVWDQL�0XVOLP�FRQWH[W��IRRG�DQG�PHDOV�H[SUHVV�FRPPXQLW\��fellesskap��

��VWEHUJ������D������DQG�PDQLIHVW� VRFLDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��+HQFH�� IRRG�SUDFWLFHV�FDQ�EH�

seen as a gendered ‘performance’ �%XWOHU�� ������central to the immigrant woman’s 

FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� VHOI� �9DOOLDQDWRV�	�5DLQH�� ����������� 1RW� IHHGLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� enough�

JLYHV� rise to questions of the mother’s morality and ability to mother –� DQG�� E\�

H[WHQVLRQ��WR�FDUH�IRU�D�KXVEDQG�DQG�UXQ�D�KRXVHKROG��:KHQHYHU�,�YLVLWHG�)DULGD�DQG�

+DPPDG��6DDGLT�����KHOSHG�KLPVHOI�WR�–�DQG�ZDV�JLYHQ�E\�KLV�IDWKHU�–�FULVSV��ELVFXLWV��

almonds, samosas… whatever Hammad and I were served. However, those snacks 

were not seen as constituting a ‘real meal’. ‘He has not eaten the entire day’,�)DULGD�

would say, ‘only’ a slice of bread for breakfast, and half a banana after that (prior to 

P\�YLVLW� DW����D�P����$QG�VR��6DDGLT�ZDV� HQFRXUDJHG� WR�KHOS�KLPVHOI� WR� WKH�VQDFNV��

either from the serving platter or from Hammad’s plate, sR� WKDW� KH� ZRXOG� KDYH�

VRPHWKLQJ� WR�JURZ�RQ��0RWKHUV�DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU� IHHGLQJ�FKLOGUHQ� real meals��DQG�

DOWKRXJK�+DPPDG� RIWHQ� JLYHV� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� VQDFNV�� KH� GRHV� QRW� NHHS� WUDFN� RI� KRZ�

PXFK�RU�ZKDW�WKH\�HDW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�)DULGD�GRHV��7KHVH�VQDFNV�ZHUH�RIWHQ�IROORZHG�

E\�D�real meal,�JHQHUDOO\�ULFH�DQG�FKLFNHQ��EXW�DOVR�SDVWD�RU�EUHDG���

In Farida’s concerns about food and feeding practices she is both flexible 

�6DDGLT� FDQ� KHOS� KLPVHOI� WR� VQDFNV��� DQG� UHJXODWLQJ� �VKH� NHHSV� KLP� RQ� KHU� ODS� DQG�

VSRRQ�IHHGV� KLP�� �VHH� 5\VVW� +HLOPDQQ�� ����E��� ,� KDYH� RIWHQ� REVHUYHG� 1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQL� FKLOGUHQ� EHLQJ� KDQG�� RU� VSRRQ�IHG� E\� WKHLU�PRWKHUV� XQWLO� WKH\� DUH� �� RU� ��

\HDUV� ROG�� VRPHWLPHV� ROGHU�� 3DUHQWV� DOVR� WHOO� PH� WKDW� WKLV� LV� TXLWH� FRPPRQ�� DQG�

FRQWUDVW� WKHPVHOYHV� WR� WKH�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�SDUHQWV� WKH\�NQRZ�RU�KDYH�REVHUYHG� LQ�

RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��7KLV�SK\VLFDO�SUR[LPLW\�DQG�VKDULQJ�RI�VXEVWDQFHV�LV�RQH�ZD\�WKDW�

LQWLPDF\� LQ� UHODWLRQV� LV� WUDQVPLWWHG�� DV� VHHQ� ZLWK� ghutti� DERYH�� ,� ILQG� WKDW� LQ�
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VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV� DPRQJ� 3DNLVWDQLV�� IRRG� LQWDNH� LV� VWULFWO\� UHJXODWHG� DQG�

PRQLWRUHG�� PRUH� VR� WKDQ� RWKHU� DVSHFWV�� 7KLV� LV� FRQWUDU\� WR� WKH� PRVW� ZLGHVSUHDG�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DPRQJ�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV���DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�REYLRXVO\�GLIIHUHQFHV�DOVR�

DPRQJ� WKHP� �� ZKHUH� UHJXODULW\� LV� SUHYDOHQW� LQ� DOO� GLVFRXUVHV�� DSDUW� IURP� WKRVH�

FRQQHFWHG�WR�QXWULWLRQ��ZKHUH�FXUUHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO�DGYLFH�LV�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG�LV�WR�EH�IHG�

ZKHQ�LW�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�LW�LV�KXQJU\��5\VVW�+HLOPDQQ���������������DQG�IHHGLQJ�LV�WR�EH�

GLVFRQWLQXHG�ZKHQ�WKH�FKLOG�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�LW�LV�IXOO���

,�KDYH�PDQ\�D�WLPH�EHHQ�VXUSULVHG�DW�ZKDW�WR�PH�KDV�VHHPHG�DV�LI�WKH�PRWKHU�

does not read the child’s signals that it is full, such as firmly closing its mouth, or 

WXUQLQJ�LWV�KHDG�DZD\�IURP�WKH�PRWKHU�DV� WKH�VSRRQ�DSSURDFKHV��2QFH�0LNNHO�DQG�,�

YLVLWHG�D�IDPLO\�IRU�GLQQHU��,�H[SODLQHG�WR�WKHP�WKDW�,�WKRXJKW�0LNNHO�PLJKW�QRW�ZDQW�

DQ\� IRRG� �DGPLWWHGO\��KH� LV� UDWKHU�SLFN\���SHUKDSV� MXVW� VRPH� ULFH��$Q�HLJKW� \HDU�ROG�

ELJ�EURWKHU� LQ� WKH� IDPLO\� WKHQ�DVNHG�PH�TXLWH� VXUSULVHG�� ‘Don’t you have a feeding 

chair at home?’�PHDQLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�D�SUREOHP�LI�,�MXVW�SODFHG�0LNNHO�LQ�

WKH� IHHGLQJ� FKDLU� DQG� IHG� KLP�� )RU� WKLV� HLJKW�\HDU�ROG�� VWUDSSLQJ�P\� VRQ� WR� D� FKDLU�

ZRXOG�DOORZ�PH�WR�JHW�IRRG�LQWR�KLV�PRXWK�GHVSLWH�SURWHVWV�DQG�LQGLFDWLRQV�WKDW�KH�GLG�

QRW�ZDQW�LW��7KH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WRZDUGV�FKLOGUHQ�LV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH\�HDW�HQRXJK��

DV�-DYHULD�DOVR�VD\V��,Q�JHQHUDO��,�ILQG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�

IHHGLQJ� WKH�FKLOG�DQG� WKH�FKLOG�EHLQJ�IHG��$JDLQ�� WKH�FKLOG� LV�VHHQ�DV� LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�

DQG�QHHGLQJ�D�SHUVRQ�WR�HQVXUH�LWV�KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ�VR�WKDW�LW�FDQ�become���

�

Food and growth as indications of ‘good’ mothering  
0RWKHUV�LQ�ODZ�� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� are central in judging women’s performances as 

PRWKHUV� �%KRSDO�� �����������:LWK� UHJDUGV� WR� %ULWLVK� 3DNLVWDQLV�� 6KDZ� QRWHV� WKDW� D�

PRWKHU�LQ�law may have more to say about a grandchild’s upbringing than the mother 

RI�WKH�FKLOG�GRHV������������+RZHYHU��,�GR�QRW�ILQG�WKLV�WR�EH�DV�H[WUHPH�DPRQJ�P\�

LQIRUPDQWV�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKHUH� DUH� LQVWDQFHV� ZKHUH� WKH� PRWKHU� DQG� SDWHUQDO�

JUDQGPRWKHU� RI� WKH� FKLOG� GLVDJUHH� DV� WR� ZKDW� NLQGV� RI� LQWLPDFLHV� WKH� FKLOG� LV� WR�

HVWDEOLVK��DV�,�GLVFXVVHG�DERYH�LQ�WKH�FDVH�ZKHUH�WKH�PRWKHU�IHOW�WKDW�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�

DQG� VLVWHU� LQ� ODZ� WRRN� WRR� PXFK� FDUH� RI� WKH� LQIDQW�� DQG� ZLWKRXW� KHU� FRQVHQW�� 7KH�

child’s physical growth is a tangible measure much uVHG�E\�RWKHUV�WR�DVVHVV�PRWKHUV�

DQG� E\�PRWKHUV� DV� VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW��2QH�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG�PRWKHU� LQ�P\� VWXG\�� ZLWK� D�

KHDOWK\�EDE\�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�VPDOO�DOUHDG\�DW�ELUWK��ZDV�WROG�E\�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�DQG�
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her circle of friends that her milk was ‘bad’, and that she should stop breastfeeding, as 

she was the cause of the child’s small size. Although she did not quite believe her 

PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��VKH�VWRSSHG�EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�KHU�VRQ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�VL[�PRQWKV�ROG��HYHQ�

WKRXJK�VKH�KDG�LQLWLDOO\�ZLVKHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�IRU�DQRWKHU�VL[�PRQWKV��7KHQ��VKH�IHOW�WKDW�

VKH�KDG� IHG� KLP� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK� RIILFLDO� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�� VR� GLVFRQWLQXLQJ� WKH�

EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�VHHQ�DV� OHJLWLPDWH�E\�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DQG� DSSUHFLDWLYH�E\�KHU�

PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��6LPLODUO\�–� DQG� WKLV� VHHPV�TXLWH�FRPPRQ�–�5DKHHOD� ������PRWKHU�RI�

Idris (1) and Khalid (3), in her children’s first year, went to the PCHS every montK�WR�

ZHLJK�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�ZURWH�GRZQ�WKH�ZHLJKW�LQ�D�VPDOO�ERRN��6KH�IHOW�FRQILGHQW�LQ�

KHU�PRWKHUKRRG��DQG�IHOW�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�mothering ‘correctly’�LI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�VHHQ�

to be gaining ‘sufficient’�ZHLJKW��

:LWK�KHU� WZR� ILUVW� EDELHV��<DVPLQ�DOVR�GLVFRQWLQXHG�EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�DIWHU� WKH\�

ZHUH� VL[�PRQWKV� ROG�� EHFDXVH� VKH� FRXOG� QRW� VHH� KRZ�PXFK�PLON� WKH\�ZHUH� JHWWLQJ��

This made her concerned as to whether they got ‘enough’ milk.�7KLV�FRQFHUQ�OHG�KHU�

WR�FKDQJH�WR�IRUPXOD��GHVSLWH�SHUVLVWHQW�SURWHVWV�IURP�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��<DVPLQ�

DOVR�KDG�WKLV�FRQFHUQ�ZLWK�KHU�WKLUG�FKLOG��DQG�VWRSSHG�EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�KLP�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�

VL[�ZHHNV�ROG�–�EXW�WKHUHDIWHU�VKH�H[SUHVVHG�KHU�RZQ�EUHDVW�PLON�DQG�ERWWOH�IHG�LW�WR�

WKH�EDE\��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��VKH�FRXOG�ERWK�JLYH�KLP�EUHDVWPLON�DQG�NHHS�WUDFN�RI�KLV�IRRG�

intake, which she compared against the ‘blueprint’ on the NesWOp�IRUPXOD�SDFN��7KLV�

enabled her to counter her mother’s protests and increase her own confidence as a 

PRWKHU��7KLV�VWUDWHJ\�PD\��,�VSHFXODWH��PHHW�GHPDQGV�RI�EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�DQG�FDULQJ�IRU�

WKH�FKLOG�ZKLOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG�SXWV�RQ�HQRXJK�ZHLJKW���

0RWKHUV� DUH� RSHQ� WR� VFUXWLQ\� QRW� MXVW� IURP� UHODWLYHV� LQ� WKH� YLFLQLW\�� EXW� DOVR�

WKRVH� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� 7KLV� KDV� EHFRPH� D� PRUH� SUHVVLQJ� FRQFHUQ� ZLWK� WHFKQRORJLFDO�

GHYHORSPHQWV�OLNH�6N\SH�DQG�)DFH7LPH��:LWK�ZHE�FDPHUDV��UHODWLYHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�FDQ�

VHH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WKXV�DVVHVV�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DUH�JURZLQJ�VXIILFLHQWO\�RU�QRW�RU�DUH�

RWKHUZLVH� EHLQJ� ZHOO� ORRNHG� DIWHU. Hadiya exclaimed, ‘I hate Skype and all these 

communication things!’, when she referred to her mother�LQ�ODZ�FRPPHQWLQJ�RQ�WKH�

IDFW� WKDW� ,QD\D� ���� ZDV� VWLOO� ZHDULQJ� QDSSLHV�� ,� PHQWLRQHG� WR� +DGL\D� WKDW� SHUKDSV�

KDYLQJ� WKH�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�YLUWXDOO\�DFFHVVLEOH�FDQ�DOVR�SURYLGH�KHU�ZLWK� VXSSRUW��EXW�

+DGL\D� ZDV� TXLFN� WR� DQVZHU�� ‘That’s a kind of support I can do without. She 

comments on everything. Like now [she points at the bottle she has just fed her 

daughter, which has some milk left in it], now she would have said either look, she is 
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not eating enough, or you put too much milk in the bottle for her, you are wasting it.’ 

6KH�DGGV���

�

‘We kind of have to figure things out for ourselves…we don’t have that much 

contact with family, and besides, we can’t ask Pakistani women for help, 

because then they will tell others that we can’t look after our kids… Here we 

have no reference point, we don’t know who to ask…my mother could ask her 

mother, but I can’t ask my mother. This is why it’s a major challenge for us.’ 

�

,�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�mothers’ positioning in relation to�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHUV��,Q�

&KDSWHU� �� ,� EXLOG� RQ� WKLV� GLVFXVVLRQ� DQG� VKRZ� KRZ�PRWKHUV�� SDUWO\� EDVHG� RQ� WKHLU�

UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� WKHLU� RZQ� PRWKHUV�� DLP� WR� VKDSH� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� WKHLU� RZQ�

GDXJKWHUV��VRPHWLPHV�LQGLUHFWO\� WKURXJK�WKH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI� WKHLU�VRQV��$FFRUGLQJO\��

WKH�EUHDN� WKH\�PD\�IHHO�ZLWK� WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHUV�VKDSH�KRZ�WKH\�EULQJ�XS� WKHLU�VRQV�

DQG�GDXJKWHUV�–�RU�DW�OHDVW�DLP�WR���

�

Enmeshed motherhood 
�

‘Maybe we could have the same close relationship that I had with my mother, 

we could share things. Girls are cute, with dresses and such things! I was my 

mother’s best friend. I used to share with her, and I still think of her when I 

need some direction in my life.’�

5DKHHOD��

�

$OWKRXJK�5DKHHOD�GRHV�QRW�ZLVK�WR�KDYH�PRUH�FKLOGUHQ��VKH�VWLOO�HQWHUWDLQV�WKH�LGHD�RI�

EHLQJ�WKH�PRWKHU�RI�D�GDXJKWHU��DV�D�PHDQV�RI�UHFRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�RZQ�PRWKHU��ZKR�

SDVVHG�DZD\�WHQ�\HDUV�DJR��5DKHHOD�PLVVHV�KHU�PRWKHU�DQG�WKH�JXLGDQFH�RU�GLUHFWLRQ�

VKH�LPDJLQHV�KHU�PRWKHU�FRXOG�SURYLGH��$V�PHQWLRQHG�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU��

PDQ\� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� ,� NQRZ� IUHTXHQWO\� FRPSDUH� WKHLU� RZQ�

PRWKHUKRRG� WR� WKDW� RI� WKHLU� PRWKHUV� –� PRVWO\�� XQOLNH� 5DKHHOD�� HPSKDVLVLQJ� WKH�

GLIIHUHQFHV�� )RU� VRPH�� WKLV� LV� D� ZD\� RI� PRYLQJ� IRUZDUG� DQG� JUDVSLQJ� QHZ�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�� IRU�RWKHUV� WKH�GLVWDQFH� LV� H[SHULHQFHG�DV�D�YRLG�RU�D� ORVV��%DGU\D�DQG�

%HQD]LU�� WZR� VLVWHUV� ,� PHW� DW� D� VHPLQDU� RQ� PXOWLFXOWXUDO� GLDORJXH� ZKHUH� ,� KHOG� D�
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ZRUNVKRS��DOVR�ORRN�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHU�DQG�KHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��7KH\�VHH�

themselves as ‘weaker’ than their own mother and her generation of mothers ‘because 

she [their mother] could look after six children, and still do the same as we do’��$V�

%HQD]LU�VD\V���

�

 ‘This is partly because childhood here and now is different…then (in 

Pakistan)…the kids were just around, now we have to follow up their 

schoolwork and their spare time activities. Still, our mother had more strength 

than us. We are weaker. This has to do with nutrition, before they used to eat 

real food, but they were also mentally stronger…also the kind of work we do, 

theirs was physically more demanding.’ 

�

)RU� 1DQF\� &KRGRURZ�� D� PRWKHU’s identification with her daughter is stronger than 

with her son because young girls become ‘little women’ and follow in their mothers’ 

footsteps, and because a mother ‘(re)experiences herself as a cared�for child’ through 

LGHQWLI\LQJ� ZLWK� KHU� RZQ� FKLOG� ���������. Similarly, Julia Kristeva writes that ‘by 

JLYLQJ� ELUWK�� WKH� ZRPHQ� [sic]� enters into contact with her own mother’ ����������

FLWHG�LQ�%XWOHU���������Chodorow’s and Kristeva’s approaches appear to be universal. 

,PPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� –� LQFOXGLQJ� WKRVH� RI� WKH� VHFRQG� JHQHUDWLRQ� –� FDQQRW� UHO\� RQ�

LQWHUQDOLVHG�LPDJHV�RI�PRWKHUKRRG�DV�WKH\�NQRZ�LW�IURP�PDWHUQDO�ILJXUHV�VXFK�DV�WKHLU�

PRWKHUV�DQG�PRWKHUV�LQ�ODZ��DXQWV�RU�RWKHU�UHODWLYHV�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�LGHQWLWLHV�

DV�PRWKHUV��7XPPDOD�1DUUD��������DQG�VWDNLQJ�RXW�WKHLU�RZQ�FRXUVH��7KXV��,�ILQG�WKDW�

both Kristeva’s and Chodorow’s approaches are unsatisfactory for theorising beyond 

WKH�86�ZKLWH�PLGGOH� FODVV�� DV�&KRGRURZ�KHUVHOI�SRLQWV�RXW� LQ� WKH�SUHIDFH� WR� D� ODWHU�

HGLWLRQ�RI�The Reproduction of Mothering�������[L���,Q�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��ZH�QHHG�

WR� FRQVLGHU� WKH� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI� ERWK� JHRJUDSKLFDO� DQG� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� PRELOLW\� RQ�

PRWKHUV’�SRVLWLRQLQJ���

:KLOH�PLVVLQJ�KHU�PRWKHU��ZKR�KDV�SDVVHG�DZD\��5DKHHOD� VKH�VWLOO� LPDJLQHV�

KHU� DV� VLPLODU� HQRXJK� WR� HQWHUWDLQ� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW� VKH� FRXOG� KDYH� JLYHQ� KHU�

GLUHFWLRQ� LQ� OLIH��%DGU\D�DQG�%HQD]LU�VHH� WKHPVHOYHV�DV�QHHGLQJ�GLUHFWLRQ�IURP�WKHLU�

PRWKHUV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EH�ZHDNHU�WKDQ�KHU��EXW�WKH\�DOVR�PRWKHU�

LQ� D�YHU\� GLIIHUHQW� FRQWH[W�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�GHPDQGV�� DV�%HQD]LU�QRWHV��7KH� VLVWHUV�GR�

GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�PRWKHULQJ�ZRUN�WKDQ�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHU��0RWKHULQJ�LV�OHVV�SK\VLFDOO\�

GHPDQGLQJ�IRU�WKHP��WKH\�KDYH�IHZHU�FKLOGUHQ��%HQD]LU�KDV�WKUHH��%DGU\D�WZR���7KH\�
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KDYH��DW� OHDVW�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG� WR� WKHLU�FKLOGKRRG�KRPH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��EHWWHU�KRXVHKROG�

DQG�NLWFKHQ�IDFLOLWLHV�LQ�1RUZD\��VR�WKH\�FDQ�VSHQG�OHVV�WLPH�DQG�HQHUJ\�RQ�GRPHVWLF�

FKRUHV�� +RZHYHU�� WKH\� DOVR� KDYH� D� PRUH� LQWHQVLYH� PRWKHUKRRG� WKDQ� WKDW� RI� WKHLU�

PRWKHU�� ZLWK� PRUH� IROORZ�XS� DQG� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� FKLOGren’s developmental 

DFWLYLWLHV� WKURXJK� ZKLFK� WKH\�� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� HQJDJH� LQ� WKH� ORFDO�

FRPPXQLW\�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQDO�OLIH�WKHUH��

7KH� WKUHH�PRWKHUV�� DOO� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�� VSHQW�PXFK� RI� WKHLU� FKLOGKRRGV� LQ�

3DNLVWDQ��5DKHHOD��KRZHYHU��IUHTXHQWO\�ZHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�VFKRRO�KROLGD\V��HYHU\�VHFRQG�

\HDU���EXW�ZDV�QRW�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�VFKRRO�LQ�1RUZD\�DV�WKH�VLVWHUV�ZHUH. Raheela’s mother 

UDLVHG�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�1RUZD\�DQG�IRU�D�IXWXUH�LQ�1RUZD\��MXVW�DV�5DKHHOD�QRZ�GRHV��

+RZHYHU��5DKHHOD�PRWKHULQJ�SRVLWLRQ�DOVR�GLIIHUV� IURP�KHU�PRWKHU��6KH�KDV� WHUWLDU\�

HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�D�IXOOWLPH�MRE��ZKHUHDV�KHU�PRWKHU�ZDV�D�IXOOWLPH�KRPHPDNHU�ZLWK�OLWWOH�

HGXFDWLRQ�ZKR�FDPH�WR�1RUZD\�DV�DQ�DGXOW��)RU�5DKHHOD�� WKXV�� WKHUH�LV�DOVR�D�EUHDN�

ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU��DQG�D�IRUP�RI�FRQWLQXLW\�ZLWK�KHU�RZQ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�VKH�

ZLVKHV�WKHP�WRR�WR�JR�WR�XQLYHUVLW\��DQG�KDYH�FDUHHUV�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�OLYHV��MXVW�OLNH�

VKH�KDV���

Benazir and Badrya’s mother mothered both in Norway and Pakistan, as the 

VLVWHUV�KDG�IUHTXHQW��OHQJWK\�YLVLWV�WR�3DNLVWDQ�WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�FKLOGKRRGV��WKH�ORQJHVW�

DOPRVW� ���PRQWKV�� )RU� WKH� VLVWHUV��PRYLQJ�ZLWKLQ� WKLV� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� ILHOG� DQG� OLYLQJ�

‘everyday life’ in Pakistan was central in their childhood. The sisters are now bringing 

XS� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ� LQ�1RUZD\��DQG�ZLWK�D�VWURQJHU�RULHQWDWLRQ� WRZDUGV�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�

PRELOLW\� DQG� EHORQJLQJ� LQ� 1RUZD\� WKDQ� ZKDW� WKHLU� RZQ� PRWKHU� KDG�� 'HVSLWH� WKHLU�

GLOHPPDV� DQG� GLIIHUHQW� ZD\V� RI� H[SHULHQFLQJ� WKHVH�� DOO� WKHVH� WKUHH� PRWKHUV� KDYH�

IRXQG� QHZ� ZD\V� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV�� 5DKHHOD� WKURXJK� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�� IXOOWLPH�

HPSOR\PHQW�� DQG� VHQGLQJ� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� %HQD]LU� DQG�%DGU\D� WKRXJK�

KDYLQJ�IHZHU�FKLOGUHQ� WKDQ� WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHU��DQG�IROORZLQJ�XS� WKH�FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKHLU�

DFWLYLWLHV� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH� KRPH�� )RU� DOO� WKUHH�� FRQWDFW� ZLWK� DQG� WUDYHOV� WR� 3DNLVWDQ�

UHPDLQ�FHQWUDO��VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�ZLVK�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�–�QRW�DV�GXDO�

OLYHV��EXW�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOLW\�DQG�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�1RUZD\��$V�,�

KDYH�GHVFULEHG��WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�LQWHUVHFWLQJ�IDFWRUV�DW�SOD\��:KHQ�%HQD]LU�VD\V�WKDW�

‘childhood here and now is different’ to what it was then DQG� there�� VKH� UDLVHV� WKH�

LVVXHV�RI�VSDWLDOLW\�DQG�WHPSRUDOLW\�DQG�WKHLU�LQIOXHQFHV�RQ�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH��:KLOH�WKHUH�

LV� DOZD\V� D� WHPSRUDO� GLPHQVLRQ� WR� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� D� mother’s and her 

mother’s mothering, the spatial dimension that Benazir notes adds an additional factor 
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WR� WKH� GLVMXQFWXUH� EHWZHHQ� WZR� JHQHUDWLRQV� RI� PRWKHUV� WKDW� LV� PRUH� VSHFLILF� WR� D�

PLJUDQW�FRQWH[W��

�0\�LQIRUPDQWV�GR�QRW�VSHDN�H[SOLFLWO\�DERXW�FODVV�DQG�VRFLDO�PRELOLW\��EXW�WKH�

IDFWRUV�WKDW�WKH�WKUHH�PRWKHUV�XVH�WR�VHSDUDWH�WKHPVHOYHV�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHUV�FDQ�

be understood as an individualising journey of upwards social mobility. Benazir’s 

PRWKHULQJ� LV�PRUH� intense� �+D\V�� ������ than her own mother’s anG� LV�PRUH� LQ� OLQH�

with ‘the cultural logic of middle�class parents’�� ZKLFK� HPSKDVLVHV� D� concerned 

cultivation��/DUHDX������������RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��,Q�&KDSWHU���,�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�

RI�LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ�WKURXJK�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ���

�

Reproductive disjunctures 
2Q�EHFRPLQJ�PRWKHUV��DQG�KDYLQJ�PHW�WKHLU�UHSURGXFWLYH�GXWLHV��ZRPHQ�JDLQ�VWDWXV��

FRQILGHQFH�DQG�D�VHQVH�RI�SXUSRVH�LQ�OLIH��+RZHYHU��PDQ\�DOVR�IHHO�LVRODWHG�E\�WKHLU�

QHZ� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�� SDUWLFXODUO\� LI� WKH\� KDYH� OLPLWHG� QHWZRUNV�� +DGL\D� VD\V� WKDW�

XQOLNH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�KHU�RZQ�PRWKHU�KDG�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU��+DGL\D�FDQQRW�DVN�DERXW�

PRWKHULQJ� DGYLFH� QRU� VKDUH� PRWKHULQJ� H[SHULHQFHV� ZLWK� KHU� PRWKHU�� &HUWDLQO\��

UHJDUGOHVV�RI�FRXQWU\�EDFNJURXQG�RU�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�PRWKHULQJ�RFFXUV�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�

FRQWH[W��SHRSOH�PD\�H[SHULHQFH�JHQHUDWLRQDO�GLVMXQFWXUHV��,�GR�QRW�H[SORUH�WKLV�WRSLF�

FRPSDUDWLYHO\��EXW�,�GR�QRWH�WKDW�EHFDXVH�LQWHUUHODWHGQHVV�DQG�VWUDWLILFDWLRQ�DUH�FHQWUDO�

HOHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�NLQVKLS�VWUXFWXUH�DPRQJ�3DNLVWDQLV�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�ZKDW�LV�IRXQG�DPRQJ�

HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQV�� ZKHQ� WKH� DPRXQW� DQG� NLQG� RI� NQRZOHGJH� WUDQVIHU� EHWZHHQ�

JHQHUDWLRQV� VKLIWV�� WKLV� KDV�� ,� EHOLHYH�� DGGLWLRQDO� LPSOLFDWLRQV� IRU� 1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQLV�DV�FRPSDUHG�WR�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV��

Farzana tells me that she sat at home in her flat at Furuset ‘watching TV all 

day, for years’ DIWHU�KHU�IDWKHU��ZKR�OLYHG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��SDVVHG�DZD\��6KH�ZDV�QHLWKHU�

DEOH�WR�VSHQG�KLV�ODVW�KRXUV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�KLP��QRU�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�IXQHUDO��DV�VKH�IHOW�WKDW�

WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�ERWK�WRR�\RXQJ�WR�WUDYHO�WR�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�WRR�\RXQJ�WR�UHPDLQ�ZLWK�

KHU�KXVEDQG�LQ�1RUZD\�ZKLOH�VKH�ZHQW�WR�3DNLVWDQ��/LNH�PDQ\�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�ZKR�

KDYH� PLJUDWHG� WKURXJK� PDUULDJH� DQG� IDPLO\� UHXQLILFDWLRQ�� )DU]DQD� GLG� QRW� KDYH�

RXWVLGH�HPSOR\PHQW�SULRU�WR�KDYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ��%HFRPLQJ�D�PRWKHU�JDYH�KHU�D�VHQVH�RI�

SXUSRVH�LQ� OLIH��DQG�VHUYHG�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�ILOOLQJ�WKH�YRLG�H[SHULHQFHG�E\� WKH�ODFN�RI�

VRFLDO� HQPHVKPHQW� LQ� PRWKHULQJ� DQG� VRFLDO� OLIH� PRUH� JHQHUDOO\�� DV� QRWHG� DOVR� E\�

-DYHULD�DQG�$PDUD��VHH�DERYH����
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�

‘Before I had children it was difficult for me. I was very much alone by 

myself. The time did not go fast. I would sit and ponder a lot, but now it 

is better. Now, with two children, I am very busy with the kids. I like 

children. I love my children. I want to spend a lot of time with my kids. 

I used to sit alone and I was thinking too much [about her 

parents]…but now I am happy, because I am busy.’  

Farzana 

�

The effects of what many mothers term ‘depression’, whether clinically diagnosed or 

QRW�� FDQ�KDYH�VHULRXV� LPSOLFDWLRQV� IRU� WKHLU� OLYHV����0RWKHUV�DQG�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�KDYH�

WROG�PH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�WHUP�IRU�SRVWQDWDO�GHSUHVVLRQ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��EXW�WKDW�LW�LV�PRUH�

FRPPRQ� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� WKDQ� DPRQJ� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQV� �VHH�

'DQLHOVHQ�� (QJHEULJWVHQ� 	� )LQQYROG�� ������� ,PPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� PHQWLRQ� YDULRXV�

Ueasons for their ‘depression’, such as missing family in Pakistan, particularly as 

VRFLDO�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�VXSSRUW�WKURXJK�WKH�ILUVW�PRQWKV��HYHQ�\HDUV��RI�PRWKHUKRRG��-XVW�

DV� WKH\�PLVV� WKHLU�PRWKHUV�DQG�PLVV� receiving� IDPLO\�VXSSRUW�� WKH\�DOVR�PLVV�giving�

VXSSRUW�LQ�WLPHV�ZKHQ�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DUH�VLFN��RU�HYHQ�G\LQJ��DQG�WKH\�DUH�QRW�DEOH�

WR�DVVLVW�ZLWK�ILQDQFLDO�RU�HPRWLRQDO�VXSSRUW��RU�LQGHHG�EH�WKHUH�ZLWK�WKHP��)RU�PDQ\��

becoming a mother can a stabilising factor. Having children can also counter mothers’ 

DPELJXLWLHV� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� PHHWLQJ� RZQ� DPELWLRQV� RU� H[SHFWDWLRQV� IURP� PDMRULW\�

VRFLHW\���

,� HQG� WKLV� FKDSWHU� ZLWK� WKH� GLYRUFH� FDVH� RI� $VODP� DQG� .XOVRRP� �ERWK� �����

ZKHUH�,�HPSKDVLVH�WZR�DVSHFWV��)LUVWO\��WKH�GLVMXQFWXUH�EHWZHHQ�$VODP�DQG�.XOVRRP�

ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�QRUPV�RI�PDVFXOLQLW\� DQG� IHPLQLQLW\��

DQG�WKH�GLOHPPDV�RI�VRFLDO�HQPHVKPHQW�WKLV�FDQ�FDXVH��6HFRQGO\�–�DQG�WKLV�LV�D�SRLQW�

WKDW�FURSV�XS� UHSHDWHGO\�–� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI� ORRNLQJ�EH\RQG� OLQHDULW\� LQ� LQWHJUDWLRQ�

DQG� PLJUDWLRQ� WUDMHFWRU\�� ,Q� WKLV� FDVH�� .XOVRRP�� ERUQ� LQ� 1RUZD\�� ZDV� PRUH�

‘traditional’ than Aslam, the marriage migrant, a disjuncture between the two that was 

RQH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKHLU�GLYRUFH���
                                                           
���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�QXPEHU�RI�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�,�KDYH�VSRNHQ�WR��WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�PHQWDO�
illness among ‘other Pakistanis’ in NRUZD\� DQG� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� ,� KDYH� FRPH� DFURVV� VHYHUDO�
IDPLOLHV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�DUH�GLVDJUHHPHQWV�RI�ZKHWKHU�SHRSOH�KDYH�DQ�‘LOOQHVV’�RU�QRW�DW�DOO��DQG�LI�RU�KRZ�
this should be treated. Mothers and health visitors alike have pointed out to me that ‘there is no such 
thing as postpartum depression in Pakistan’ and that this attitude constitutes a barrier to help also in 
1RUZD\��
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�

&URVV�FRXVLQV�� 3DNLVWDQ�ERUQ� $VODP� DQG� 1RUZHJLDQ�ERUQ� .XOVRRP� ZHUH�
PDUULHG�IRU�DOPRVW� WHQ�\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKH\�VHSDUDWHG��7KH\�KDYH�WZR�GDXJKWHUV�
���DQG���DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�VHSDUDWLRQ���$IWHU�WKH�VHSDUDWLRQ��.XOVRRP�UHPDLQHG�
LQ� WKH� IODW� KHU� IDWKHU� ERXJKW� IRU� KHU�� DQG� $VODP� PRYHG� LQWR� UHQWHG�
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� QHDUE\�� 7KH� SUDFWLFDO� DUUDQJHPHQWV� VXUURXQGLQJ� WKH�
VHSDUDWLRQ� KDYH� E\� DQ\� VWDQGDUGV� JRQH� UHPDUNDEO\� VPRRWKO\�� DOWKRXJK� WKHUH�
has been a lot of ‘family politics’, as Kulsoom puts it. $VODP� FRQWLQXHV� WR�
ILQDQFLDOO\�SURYLGH�IRU�ERWK�.XOVRRP�DQG�WKH�FKLOGUHQ���

$UULYLQJ� LQ� 1RUZD\� WHQ� \HDUV� DJR�� KH� EHJDQ� KLV� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ�
HFRQRPLFV�� DQG�ZHQW� VWUDLJKW� IURP� XQLYHUVLW\� WR� D� SHUPDQHQW� VWDWH� MRE�� 7KH�
staff in their oldest daughter’s kindergarten are impressed with his Norwegian 
ODQJXDJH�VNLOOV��DQG�KLV�UDSLG�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQWR�1RUZHJLDQ�ZD\V�RI�OLIH��DQG�WKH\�
XVH�KLP�DV�D�UROH�PRGHO�LQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�SDUHQWV��$VODP�ZRUNV�DW�
becoming a ‘Norwegian style’ father too, he tells me, which he does through 
DFWLYH� LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK� KLV� FKLOGUHQ�� DQG�� KH� WHOOV�PH�� WKH� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH� KH�
KDG� IURP� ZRUN� ZLWK� WKH� \RXQJHVW� GDXJKWHU� �IRU� WKH� ILUVW� FKLOG�� KH� GLG� QRW�
TXDOLI\���$OWKRXJK�$VODP�LV�QRW�FRQILGHQW�HQRXJK�WR�IHHG�WKH�WRGGOHU��KH�KDV��
IRU� WKH� WKUHH� \HDUV� ,� KDYH� NQRZQ� WKH� IDPLO\�� EHHQ� YHU\� DWWHQWLYH� WR� WKH�
FKLOGUHQ��GHGLFDWHG�KLV�ZHHNHQGV� WR� WKH� IDPLO\�–� DQG� LQ�SDUWLFXODU� WKH�ROGHVW�
FKLOG��ZKRP�KH�IUHTXHQWO\�SOD\V�ZLWK�RXWGRRUV��DQG� WDNHV� WR�0F'RQDOGV�DQG�
WKH� FLQHPD�� +H� WHOOV� PH� WKDW� KH� DLPV� WR� UDLVH� KLV� FKLOGUHQ� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
‘Norwegian ideals of gender equality’,� EXW� LV� QRW� FHUWDLQ� KRZ� WR� GR� WKLV�
WKURXJK�HYHU\GD\�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV���

3ULRU� WR� WKH� GLYRUFH��.XOVRRP�GLG� QRW� KDYH� RXWVLGH� HPSOR\PHQW�� VKH�
NHSW� WKH� KRXVH� LQ� RUGHU�� GLG� WKH� FRRNLQJ� DQG� FOHDQLQJ�� (YHU� VLQFH� WKHLU� ILUVW�
GDXJKWHU�ZDV�ERUQ��$VODP�DQG�.XOVRRP�ZDQWHG�DQRWKHU�FKLOG��EXW�ZDLWHG�IRU�
.XOVRRP�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�FDUHHU�ILUVW��6KH�ZDQWHG�WR�ZRUN�RXWVLGH�WKH�KRPH�–�EXW�
HYHQ�DIWHU�FRPSOHWLQJ�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO��YDULRXV�ZRUN�TXDOLILFDWLRQ�FRXUVHV��D�
VHFUHWDULDO� FRXUVH� DQG� DQ� LQWHUQVKLS� DW� D� \RXWK� FOXE� DUUDQJHG� E\� 1$9�� DQG�
VXEPLWWLQJ� DSSOLFDWLRQV� IRU� UHOHYDQW� YDFDQFLHV�� VKH� ZDV� QRW� FDOOHG� LQ� IRU� D�
VLQJOH�MRE�LQWHUYLHZ��,Q������WKH\�JDYH�XS�RQ�.XOVRRP�ILQGLQJ�D�MRE��DQG�WKHLU�
second daughter was born in early 2012, filling Kulsoom’s void of unmet 
DPELWLRQV�DW�WR�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW��DQG�JLYLQJ�KHU�D�VHQVH�RI�SXUSRVH�LQ�OLIH�
ZLWKLQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�LGHDOV�RI�IHPLQLQLW\���

.XOVRRP� DGPLUHV� WKH� IRUP� RI� FRPPXQDO� SDUHQWKRRG� VKH� KDV�
H[SHULHQFHG�RQ�YLVLWV� WR�3DNLVWDQ� DQG� LPDJLQHV�KHUVHOI� OLYLQJ� LQ� DQ� H[WHQGHG�
household. She says that she ‘misses’ the social aspects of� H[WHQGHG� IDPLO\�
KRXVHKROGV�� LQFOXGLQJ� DVVLVWDQFH� ZLWK� KHU� FKLOGUHQ�� +RZHYHU�� VKH� KDV��
KRZHYHU��QRW�OLYHG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�DV�D�FKLOG�RU�DV�D�SDUHQW��RU�OLYHG�LQ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�
KRXVHKROG�LQ�1RUZD\��:KDW�VKH�PLVVHV�LV�ZKDW�VKH�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�RQ�KROLGD\�
LQ�3DNLVWDQ��&RPELQHG�ZLWK�ZKDW� VKH�KDV�KHDUG�DQG�EHHQ� WROG�� VKH� LPDJLQHV�
WKLV�DV�WKH�QRUP��DQG�KRZ�KHU�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LI�VKH�KDG�OLYHG�
WKHUH��$VODP� YLHZV� KHU� DV� ODFNLQJ� FXOWXUDO� FRPSHWHQFH� LQ� ERWK�1RUZD\� DQG�
3DNLVWDQ�� .XOVRRP� GRHV� QRW� KDYH� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�VWDQGDUGV��VKH�GRHV�QRW�GHDO�DGHTXDWHO\�ZLWK�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�
IHPLQLQH�GXWLHV�OLNH�FRRNLQJ�DQG�NHHSLQJ�D�WLG\�KRPH��+LV�IUXVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKLV�
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WULJJHUHG�WKH�HYHQWV���WKDW�ILQDOO\�OHG�WR�WKH�GLYRUFH��.XOVRRP�KDV�H[SODLQHG�WR�
him that she is ‘working on’ KHUVHOI�� VHHNLQJ� WR� EHFRPH�PRUH� DFWLYH� LQ� DQG�
RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�KRPH��:LWK�KLQGVLJKW�VKH�UHDOLVHV��DQG�KDV�WROG�$VODP��WKDW�SDUW�
RI�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�KLV�LQDFWLYLW\�LV�EHFDXVH�VKH�SUREDEO\�VXIIHUHG�IURP�SRVWQDWDO�
GHSUHVVLRQ�DIWHU�WKH�ELUWK�RI�WKHLU�ODVW�FKLOG��+RZHYHU��WKDW�UHDOLVDWLRQ�FDPH�WRR�
ODWH�WR�VDYH�KHU�PDUULDJH���
�

Kulsoom tells me that she ‘lacks confidence’ in her mothering, which she exemplifies 

E\�KHU�ODFN�RI�FRRNLQJ�VNLOOV�–�not being able to cook ‘real Pakistani food’, a skill and 

value central to familyhood and femininity. She says feels she is ‘not a good mother 

like my auntie’ –�ZKR� OLYHV� LQ�$OQD�� VWD\V� DW� KRPH�DQG�FDUHV� IRU� WKH� IDPLO\�� DQG� LV�

NQRZQ� DV� D� JRRG� FRRN�� ,Q� RQH� ZD\�� .XOVRRP� KDV� QRW� LQWHUQDOLVed ‘matHUQDO�

representations at early childhood’ �(ZLQJ�� ����������� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� VKH� LV�

FULWLFDO�RI�KHU�DXQW�DV�VKH�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�RXWVLGH�ZRUN��EXW�VSHQGV�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�PDNLQJ�

DQG� VSUHDGLQJ� JRVVLS��.XOVRRP� LV� SURXG� WR� GHILQH� KHUVHOI� LQ� RSSRVLWLRQ� WR� ERWK� KHU�

aunt’s and her mother’s femininities. �

:KHQ� ,� DVN� .XOVRRP� DERXW� UROH� PRGHOV�� VKH� WHOOV� PH� WKDW� VKH� DLPV� WR� QRW�

EHFRPH� WKH� NLQG� RI� PRWKHU� WKDW� KHU� RZQ� PRWKHU� ZDV�� $V� D� FKLOG�� .XOVRRP� ZDV�

seriously bullied at school and her ‘weak’ mother never tried to UDLVH�WKLV�LVVXH�ZLWK�

WKH�WHDFKHU��.XOVRRP�KDV�QHYHU�IRUJLYHQ�KHU�PRWKHU�IRU�WKLV��DQG�WRGD\��HYHQ�NQRZLQJ�

WKDW�KHU�PRWKHU� LV� WHUPLQDOO\� LOO�� VKH� ILQGV� LW�GLIILFXOW� WR�EH�DWWHQWLYH� WRZDUGV�KHU��$�

FORVH�UHODWLYH�RI�.XOVRRP�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�HYHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�JUHZ�XS�LQ�1RUZD\��.XOVRRP�

KDV�QRW�EHHQ�EURXJKW�XS� WR�PDNH� LQGHSHQGHQW�FKRLFHV��EXW� UDWKHU�� WKLV� UHODWLYH�VD\V��

‘as a typical Pakistani’, and has thus not been able to adapt to life in Norway. I 

VXJJHVW� WKDW� ZKHQ� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� PRWKHUV� KDYH� EHHQ� VRFLDOLVHG� LQWR� D� IRUP� RI�

EHORQJLQJ� DOVR� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� RU� RWKHU� 0XVOLP� FRXQWULHV�� ZLWK� OHQJWK\� YLVLWV� DQG�

VFKRROLQJ�WKHUH��WKH\�H[SHULHQFH�D�PLVPDWFK�EHWZHHQ�QRUPV�OHDUQW�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�DQG�

WKRVH�WKH\�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�DGKHUH�WR�LQ�1RUZD\��7KLV�PD\�OHDG�WR�WKH�NLQG�RI�YRLG�DQG�

LQVHFXULW\�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�PRWKHUV�VXFK�DV�.XOVRRP���

4XUHVKL� DQG� FROOHDJXHV� UHSRUW� RQ� LQFUHDVLQJ� LQVWDELOLW\� LQ� PDUULDJHV� DPRQJ�

%ULWLVK�3DNLVWDQLV��JLYLQJ�DV�RQH�PDLQ�UHDVRQ�WKH�JURZLQJ�XQZLOOLQJQHVV�RI�3DNLVWDQLV�

UDLVHG� LQ� WKH� 8.� WR� DGMXVW� DQG� FRPSURPLVH� LQ� DUUDQJHG� PDUULDJHV� �4XUHVKL� HW� DO���

�������,Q�1RUZD\��WKLV�LV�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�GLIILFXOW�WR�FRQFOXGH��EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�

IHZ� RI� WKH� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� WKDW� KDYH� EHHQ� PDUULHG� ORQJ� HQRXJK� WR� DQDO\VH� WKLV�
                                                           
99 I cannot go into detail in Kulsoom’s case for reasons of anonymity, but know from VHYHUDO�LQWHUYLHZV�
WKDW�VKH�KDV�D�SUREOHPDWLF�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�KHU�PRWKHU��DQG�ZLVKHV�WR�GLVWDQFH�KHUVHOI�IURP�KHU� 
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VWDWLVWLFDOO\�� ,Q� WKH�FDVH�RI�$VODP�DQG�.XOVRRP��.XOVRRP�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ� WR�DGMXVW�DQG�

has been working hard with herself to meet Aslam’s expectations. Having another 

FKLOG� ZKHQ� VKH� UHDOLVHG� WKDW� VKH� FRXOG� QRW� IXOILO� KHU� RZQ� DPELWLRQV� RI� HQWHULQJ�

HPSOR\PHQW� LQ� 1RUZD\� ZDV� D� FRPSURPLVH� WKDW� HQWDLOHG� VKLIWLQJ� EHWZHHQ� GLIIHUHQW�

IRUPV�RI�IHPLQLQLW\��RU�OD\HUV�RI�KHU�RZQ�VXEMHFWLYLW\��:KHQ�ZRPHQ�VWUXJJOH�WR�HQWHU�

WKH�HPSOR\PHQW�PDUNHW�����having children can be a safe ‘career path’. I have met a 

few women who have had ‘unplanned’ pregnancies, but I question thH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�

these were in fact unplanned, or were actually a ‘plan B’. �

1HJRWLDWLRQV� RI� PDUULHG� OLIH� DPRQJ� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� ,� NQRZ� DUH�

DOPRVW� FRQWLQXRXV�� HQFRPSDVVLQJ� KRZ� WR� EHVW� PHHW� DQG� EH� FRQWHQW� ZLWK� PHHWLQJ�

GHPDQGV� RI� VSRXVHV�� UHODWLYHV� DQG�PDLQVWUHDP�1RUZHJLDQ� VRFLHWDO� QRUPV�� WR�ZKLFK�

SHRSOH� ILQG� GLIIHUHQW� VROXWLRQV�� )RU� .XOVRRP� DQG� $VODP�� LW� HQGHG� ZLWK� D� GLYRUFH�

EHFDXVH�$VODP�ZDV� QRW� ZLOOLQJ� to compromise and ‘return’ WR� WUDGLWLRQDO� JHQGHUHG�

SDWWHUQV� ZKLOH� .XOVRRP� VWUXJJOHG� WR� PHHW� $VODm’s expectations and to access 

HPSOR\PHQW��IRU�$PDUD��LW�HQWDLOHG�PRYLQJ�WR�3DNLVWDQ�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�

EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ODFN�RI�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�IDPLO\�QHWZRUNV�LQ�1RUZD\�–�EXW�DOVR��DV�,�NQRZ�

KHU��EHFDXVH�1RUZHJLDQ�PDLQVWUHDP�VRFLHW\�KDV�IDLOHG�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�

IRUPV�RI�PRWKHULQJ��7UDQVQDWLRQDO�FRXSOHV�WKXV��FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WR�OLYH�WKHLU�OLYHV�DW�WKH�

interface���/RQJ��������ZKHUH�WKH\�HQJDJH�LQ�boundary work��'XHPPOHU�HW�DO���������

PDQDJLQJ�YDOXH�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�FRQWLQXLW\�DQG�FKDQJH��� 

 

Conclusions 
,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,� KDYH� GHOLEHUDWHG� RQ� mothers’ experiences of mothering in a 

PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W�� :H� KDYH� VHHQ� KRZ� PRWKHUV� VLWXDWH� WKHPVHOYHV�� DQG� EHFRPH�

VLWXDWHG�� LQ� WKH�MXQFWXUH�RI�FRQWLQXLW\�DQG�FKDQJH�� WKH�SDVW�DQG�WKH�IXWXUH�� LQ�GHDOLQJ�

ZLWK� WKHLU� DPELYDOHQFH� WRZDUGV� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO� FRQQHFWLRQV� �+DGILHOG�� �����������

Cultural patterns ‘never reproduce themselves exactly’ �6WUDWKHUQ�� �������� LWDOLFV� LQ�

RULJLQDO���DQG�WKH�LQDELOLW\�WR�PLPLF�WKH�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�PRUDO�RULHQWDWLRQV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�

SDUHQWV� LV� QRW� XQLTXH� WR� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� ZKHWKHU� ILUVW�� RU� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

LPPLJUDQWV�� 6WLOO�� ,� VHH�PRWKHUKRRG� LQ� D�PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W� DV� EHLQJ�PRUH� FRPSOH[�

WKDQ�LQ�D�QRQ�PLJUDQW�FRQWH[W��EHFDXVH�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�SHUIRUP�PRWKHUKRRG�LQ�D�
                                                           
����,� GR� QRW� H[SORUH� H[WHUQDO� UHDVRQV� ZK\� WKH\� VWUXJJOH� WR� HQWHU� WKH� HPSOR\PHQW� PDUNHW�� DV� WKDW� LV�
EH\RQG�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKLV�VWXG\��)HZ�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�MREV��DQG�RQO\�
.XOVRRP�PHQWLRQV�PRUH�VWUXFWXUDO�UHDVRQV��VXFK�DV�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�KHU�QRQ�1RUZHJLDQ�QDPH��
IRU�QRW�ODQGLQJ�D�MRE���
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GLIIHUHQW� WLPH� WKDQ� WKHLU� RZQ� PRWKHUV� �WHPSRUDO� GLPHQVLRQ��� DQG�� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ�

PLJUDWLRQ� WUDMHFWRU\�� LQ� D� GLIIHUHQW� FRXQWU\� WKDQ� WKHLU� RZQ� PRWKHUV� �VSDWLDO�

GLPHQVLRQ����

7KH� VWDWXV� RI� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� ZRPHQ� UHPDLQV� GHILQHG�

ODUJHO\�E\�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WR�SURYLGH�PRWKHULQJ�FDUH��DQG�WKH\�DUH�

PHDVXUHG� DQG� MXGJHG� E\� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� IRU� WKLV�� $IWHU� WKH\� KDYH� PHW� WKHLU�

UHSURGXFWLYH�GXWLHV��FRXSOHV�RIWHQ�EHJLQ�WR�XVH�FRQWUDFHSWLYHV��DV�WKH\�QRZ�KDYH�PRUH�

IUHHGRP�WR�PDNH�LQGLYLGXDO�FKRLFHV��DQG�ZLWK�IHZHU�VRFLDO�DQG�PRUDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV��,�

VHH�ERWK�ILUVW��DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�DV�SLRQHHUV�WKURXJK�WKH�ZD\V�

LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�SHUFHLYH�DQG�PDQDJH�WKHLU�UHSURGXFWLYH�GXWLHV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKH\�WHQG�

WR� KDYH� IHZHU� FKLOGUHQ� WKDQ� WKHLU� RZQ� PRWKHUV�� DQG� WR� SODFH� OHVV� LPSRUWDQFH� RQ�

ZKHWKHU� WKH�FKLOG� LV�D�ER\�RU�D�JLUO��7KLV� LV�EHFDXVH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�H[SHFWHG��DQG��DV� ,�

GLVFXVV�ODWHU��DOVR�SUHSDUHG��WR�OLYH�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�OLYHV�DQG�QRW�WR�PHHW�WKH�VDPH�

UHODWLRQDO�REOLJDWLRQV�DV�PRWKHUV� WKHPVHOYHV�DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR�GR��$OVR��KDYLQJ� IHZHU�

FKLOGUHQ� PD\� JLYH� WKH� PRWKHUV� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� IRU� PRUH� LQGLYLGXDOO\� RULHQWHG� OLYHV�

WKHPVHOYHV�� $V� %DGU\D� QRWHV�� KDYLQJ� IHZHU� H[SHFWDWLRQV� WR� FKLOGUHQ� DV� UHJDUG� WR�

PHHWLQJ�JHQGHUHG�DQG�JHQHUDWLRQDO�UHFLSURFDO�GXWLHV�HQDEOHV�PRWKHUV�WRGD\�WR�IROORZ�

XS�DQG�VRFLDOLVH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�PRUH�LQWHQVHO\�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOO\�WKDQ�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHUV�

GLG�ZLWK� WKHP��$V�ZLOO� EH� VKRZQ� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV� ,�

NQRZ� VRFLDOLVH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQWR� PRUH� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� UHODWLRQV� EHFDXVH� WKH\�

WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK� WKH� IHHOLQJ�RI�PLVVLQJ� LQWHUUHODWLRQDO� HQPHVKPHQW��

DQG�PLVVLQJ� RU� GHOD\HG� DFFHVV� WR�PRELOLW\� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQ�1RUZD\�ZLWK� UHJDUGV� WR�

HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW���

7KHVH� VKLIWV� LQ� RULHQWDWLRQV� DUH� PDUNHG� E\� GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�� EXW� DOVR� E\�

GLOHPPDV��+HUH�� ,� KDYH� VKRZQ� VRPH� RI� WKH� GLOHPPDV� WKDW�PRWKHUV� H[SHULHQFH�� DQG�

KRZ�WKH\�EDODQFH�UHWURVSHFWLYH�DQG�SURVSHFWLYH�RULHQWDWLRQV�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�

IRU� WKHLU�PRWKHULQJ�� ,� ILQG�� DV� 7UDFH\� -ensen holds, that it is ‘through� QHJRWLDWLRQV�

ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�H[SHUWV�DQG�SKLORVRSKLHV�–�UHVLVWLQJ��UHIXVLQJ��GLVFODLPLQJ�–�WKDW�SDUHQWV�

SURGXFH�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�‘choosing to become’�VSHFLILF�NLQGV�RI�SDUHQWV�DQG�

DWWDFK�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�SDUWLFXODU�IRUms of moral value’ ���������. It is this ‘choosing to 

become’ that is challenging for many��DQG�WKDW�RSHQV�XS�IRU�DQ�DPELWLRXV�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�

WR�HQWHU�WKHVH�IDPLOLHV��,W�LV�WKLV�WKDW�,�WXUQ�WR�LQ�WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU��ZKHUH�,�GLVFXVV�WKH�

JRYHUQLQJ�RI� IDPLOLHV�� ,�GR� WKLV� WKURXJK�DQ�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�SDUHQWDO�JXLGDQFH�FRXUVHV�

WKDW�DUH�RIIHUHG� LQ� WKH�ERURXJK�DV�SDUW�RI�D�QDWLRQDO�SURJUDPPH�� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK�



168 
 

PHQWRUV� FRPPXQLFDWH� WKHVH� IDPLO\�PRGHOV�� DQG� ZLWK� ZKDW� DLPV�� DQG� KRZ�PRWKHUV�

UHVSRQG�WR�DQG�WDNH�LQ�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH����
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Chapter 6 

Reproducing different selves? 

Establishing dichotomous models in a 

parental guidance course 
 

 

 

�

,Q� WKLV�FKDSWHU�� ,� UHO\�PDLQO\�RQ�HWKQRJUDSKLF�PDWHULDO� IURP�WZR� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&KLOG�

'HYHORSPHQW� 3URJUDPPH� �,&'3�� FRXUVHV� �HDFK� RYHU� ��� ZHHNV�� KHOG� LQ� $OQD�� ,�

GHVFULEH� WZR� GLIIHUHQW� GLVFXUVLYH� PRGHOV� RI� FKLOG�UHDULQJ� –� the ‘modern 

individualistic’ and the ‘traditional coOOHFWLYLVWLF’ models �+XQGHLGH��������–�DV�WKH\�

DUH� SUHVHQWHG� DQG� XVHG� E\� FRXUVH� PHQWRUV� �veiledere�� DQG� RXWOLQHG� E\� WKH� FRXUVH�

GHYHORSHUV�� ,Q�&KDSWHU� ���ZH� VDZ� KRZ�PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� VHFRQG� JHQHUDWLRQ� QDYLJDWH�

WKHLU�SRVLWLRQV�DV�ERWK�VLPLODU�DQG�GLIIHUHQW� WR�RWKHU�1RUZHJLDQ�Pakistanis (the ‘real 

Pakistanis’ or ‘Pakistani Pakistanis’). Here I will explore the ways in which 

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� SRVLWLRQ� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI�

NQRZOHGJH�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKHP�DW�DQG�HPHUJLQJ�IURP�GLVFXVVLRQV�DW�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVHV��

$V�,�DUJXHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU, the range of alterations or insecurities in mothers’ 

OLYHV� PD\� HVFDODWH� LQ� D� PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W�� DQG� ZKHQ� PRWKHUV� H[SHULHQFH� WKDW� WKH\�

FDQQRW�ORRN�WR�WKH�SDVW�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�RULHQWLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�WRZDUGV�WKHLU�IXWXUHV��7KLV�

VLWXDWLRQ�RI�ODFNLQJ�D�FOHDU�PRUDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�IURP�ZKLFK�WR�GLUHFW�SDUHQWLQJ�DPELWLRQV�

DQG� SUDFWLFHV� RSHQV� XS� D� GLVFXUVLYH� DQG� LGHRORJLFDO� VSDFH� IRU� DQ� DPELWLRXV�ZHOIDUH�

VWDWH� WR� HQWHU� WKH� OLYHV� RI� PLJUDQW� PRWKHUV�� DQG� IRU� QHZ� NLQGV� RI� NQRZOHGJHV� WKDW�

PRWKHUV�FDQ�XVH�WR�PRXOG�DQG�DUWLFXODWH�WKHLU�DPELWLRQV��LGHDOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��

:LWK� UHIHUHQFH� WR� WKH� 8.�� 5RVDOLQG� (GZDUGV� DQG� 9DO� *LOOLHV� TXHVWLRQ� WKH�

claim that transmission of parenting skills has deteriorated ‘because of the fracturing 

of traditional support systems’ in the last 50 years �����������5DWKHU��WKH\�DUJXH��WKH�
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SROLWLFLVDWLRQ� RI� SDUHQWKRRG� PDNHV� FRPSDULVRQV� RYHU� WLPH� GLIILFXOW� �(GZDUGV� 	�

*LOOLHV�� ���������� 3DUHQWKRRG� LV� SROLWLFLVHG� DOVR� LQ� 1RUZD\�� HPEHGGHG� LQ� WKH�

DPELWLRXVQHVV� DQG� GH�IDPLOLDOLVDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH�� PDNLQJ� LW�

GLIILFXOW� WR� PDNH� GLUHFW� FRPSDULVRQV� RYHU� WLPH�� +RZHYHU�� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�� WKHUH� LV�

LQGHHG� D� IUDFWXULQJ� RI� WUDGLWLRQDO� VXSSRUW� V\VWHPV� DQG� IRU� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� FRXSOHV�

VSHFLILFDOO\� EHFDXVH� WKHUH� LV� D� VSDWLDO� GLPHQVLRQ� WKDW�ZRUNV� DORQJVLGH� WKH� WHPSRUDO�

GLPHQVLRQ�� PDNLQJ� WKHVH� SDUHQWV� PRUH� RSHQ� WR� HPEUDFH�� EXW� DOVR� WR� FULWLFLVH� WKLV�

SROLWLVDWLRQ�RI�SDUHQWKRRG���

Marianne Gullestad has argued that the ideal of ‘equality as sameness’ or 

DOLNHQHVV�KDV�D�VWURQJ�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�1RUGLF�FRXQWULHV��IXUWKHU��WKDW�WKLV�LV�UHIOHFWHG�LQ�

HYHU\GD\�OLIH�E\�SHRSOH�IHHOLQJ�D�QHHG�WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�DOLNH��like��LQ�RUGHU�

WR�EH�HTXDO��likeverdige�������������������,Q�SUDFWLFH��*XOOHVWDG�FRQWLQXHV��WKLV�OHDGV�

WR� D� VRFLDOLW\� ZKHUH� SHRSOH� HPSKDVLVH� ZKDW� WKH\� KDYH� LQ� FRPPRQ� DQG� ‘hide’ the 

GLIIHUHQFHV� ����������� ,Q�'HQPDUN��.DUHQ� )RJ�2OZLJ� DQG�.DUVWHQ� 3 UUHJnUG� SRLQW�

RXW� WKDW�ZKHQ� WKLV� LGHD� RI� HTXDOLW\� DV� VDPHQHVV� EHFRPHV� DQ� LGHDO� HPEHGGHG� LQ� WKH�

welfare state, ‘this entails the risk that categories of individuals will be established 

ZKR�DUH�VHHQ�DV�ODFNLQJ��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�GLIIHUHQW��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�LQ�QHHG�RI�VSHFLDO�

measures before they can become proper members of society’ ��������� FLWHG� LQ�

/DUVHQ�� ����������� 7KLV� LV� RQH� DVSHFW� RI� ZKDW� RFFXU� DW� WKH� ,&'3� FRXUVHV�� ZKHUH�

PHQWRUV�� LPEXHG� ZLWK� QDWLRQDO� LQWHJUDWLRQ� SHUVSHFWLYHV�� VHH� D� PRUH� FROOHFWLYHO\�

RULHQWHG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� PRGHO� DV� SDUWLFXODUO\� SUREOHPDWLF� DQG� 3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� DV�

�UH�SURGXFLQJ�XQGHVLUHG� FKLOGKRRGV��$FFRUGLQJO\��PRWKHUV� are seen to ‘lack’ and to 

need to become ‘civilized’ �(OLDV������>����@���E\�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�PRUH�LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG�

DXWRQRPRXV�OLYHV�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH��:KLOH�

WKLV�FRQFHUQV�ZKDW�D�FKLOG� LV�VHHQ� WR�EH�DQG� WR�QHHG� WR�EHFRPH�� LW�DOVR�FRQFHUQV� WKH�

RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� IDPLO\� OLIH�� DQG� WKH� PRGHV� RI� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH�� ,�

GLVFXVV� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV�� IHPDOH� HPSOR\PHQW� DQG� JHQGHU� LQ� WKH� WZR� QH[W�

FKDSWHUV��EXW�QRWH�KHUH�WKDW� WKHUH�LV�DQ�XQGHUO\LQJ�DVVXPSWLRQ�DPRQJ�PHQWRUV�LQ� WKH�

,&'3� FRXUVH� WKDW� VKLIWV� LQ� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV� OHDG� WR� VKLIWV� LQ� JHQGHUHG� DQG�

JHQHUDWLRQDO�G\QDPLFV�LQ�WKH�KRXVHKROG��ZKLFK�DJDLQ�LV�WKRXJKW�WR�HQFRXUDJH�PLJUDQW�

ZRPHQ�WR�WDNH�RQ�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�WR�EHFRPH�WD[�SD\LQJ�FLWL]HQV����

,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,� DP� FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�PRGHOV� RI� FKLOG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� DQG� KRZ�

WKHVH�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�E\� ,&'3�PHQWRUV�DQG�UHFHLYHG�E\�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV�

DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�FRXUVHV��+HQFH��P\�IRFXV�KHUH�LV�RQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�GLVFRXUVH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
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SUDFWLFH��+RZHYHU�� ,� ILQG� WKDW�PHQWRUV� GR� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� GLVWLQJXLVK� WKH� GLVFXUVLYH�

PRGHOV� IURP� SUDFWLFH� RU� FULWLFDOOy discuss these. Through professionals’ 

LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV� DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RI� WKHVH�PRGHOV�� WKH�GLVFXUVLYH�PRGHOV� IHHG� LQWR�

WKHLU� HPLF� FRQVWUXFWLRQV�� )XUWKHU�� WKHLU� RZQ� H[SHULHQFHV�� LGHDOV� DQG� SHUVRQDO�

HYDOXDWLRQV��DOO�FRQWULEXWH�WR�VKDSLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�FRQWHQWV�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�

FRXUVHV����

Professionals’ PRGHOV�ZLOO�FRQVWLWXWH�D�SRLQW�RI�GHSDUWXUH�LQ�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�

SDUHQWLQJ� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� WKH� IROORZLQJ� FKDSWHU�� ZKHUH� ,� DUJXH� WKDW� WKH� VRFLDO� DQG�

VWUXFWXUDO�FRQWH[W��DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�PHVVLHU�WKDQ�ZKDW�PRGHOV�DOORZ�IRU��,Q�

WKH�ILUVW�KDOI�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU��,�SUHVHQW�DQG�GLVFXVV�WKHVH�PRGHOV�DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�

WKH\�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�DQG�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVHV��,�HOXFLGDWH�WKH�GLVFRXUVHV�RI�QRUPDOLW\�

DQG� GHYLDQFH� LQ� WKH� FRXUVHV� DQG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� PHQWRUV� H[SHFW� PRWKHUV� WR�

internalise these models. The apparent coherence and applicability of the ‘modern 

individualistic’ (HPLF�� Norwegian) and ‘traditional collectivistic’ (HPLF�� 3DNLVWDQL��

PRGHOV� DUH� FHQWUDO� LQ�P\� GLVFXVVLRQV��7KH� HPSKDVLV� RQ� DSSDUHQW� FRKHUHQFH� HQDEOHV�

PH�WR�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�SRZHU�EHWZHHQ�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV��PHQWRUV��DQG�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV�LQ�WKHLU�GLDORJLFDO�LQWHUDFWLRQV���

:KHQ�,�REVHUYHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�OLWWOH�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�PRGHOV�RU�KRZ�

WKHVH�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�DV�ERXQGHG�DQG�FRKHUHQW�LQ�WKH�FRXUVHV��,�UHDOLVHG�WKDW�LPPLJUDQW�

PRWKHUV�DWWHQGLQJ�WKHVH�FRXUVHV�PD\�DFWXDOO\�ZLVK WR�ILOO�WKH�YRLG�WKH\�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�

WKHLU�PRWKHULQJ��VHH�&KDSWHU�����$OVR��WKH\�PD\�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�DFFHSW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�

WKH�VHHPLQJO\�FRKHUHQW�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�PRGHOV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVHV��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKLV�

LQYROYHV�being constructed as ‘others’ by mentors�� DQG� NQRZLQJ� IXOO�ZHOO� WKDW� WKHLU�

RZQ�SUDFWLFH�LV�PRUH�IOH[LEOH�WKDQ�WKH�PRGHOV�DOORZ�IRU��0RWKHUV�KDYH�DPELWLRQV�RI�D�

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFH��ZKHUHE\�FRKHUHQW�PRGHOV�EHFRPH�WRROV�WKURXJK�

ZKLFK�WKH\�FDQ�LPDJLQH��YHUEDOO\�H[SUHVV�DQG�VWDNH�RXW�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHULQJ�FRXUVH��

7KHUHIRUH��LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU��,�DSSURDFK�WKHVH�PRGHOV�DQG�GLVFRXUVHV�

RI� QRUPDOLVDWLRQV� IURP� D� GLIIHUHQW� DQJOH� WKDQ� ,� GR� LQ� WKH� ILUVW� KDOI�� EXW� WKDW� ,�

XQGHUVWDQG� WR� EH� HTXDOO\� DFFXUDWH�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,� H[SORUH� PDLQ�

UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQ� WZR�ZKLFK� FRQFHUQ� WKH� JRYHUQLQJ� RI� IDPLOLHV� DQG� SDUHQWKRRG�� RI�

ZKLFK� WKH� ,&'3� FRXUVH� LV� RQH� WRRO�� ,� FRQWLQXH� WR� GLVFXVV� WKLV� UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQ� LQ�

&KDSWHU����+HUH��,�DVN�WKH�IROORZLQJ�TXHVWLRQV���

�� How are Norwegian-Pakistani mothers in Oslo and their socialisation models 

constructed as ’others’ in parental courses, and with what aims? 
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�� How do mothers use dichotomous knowledges as a transformative resource in 

shaping their socialisation practices?  

�

The International Child Development Programme 
7KH� ,&'3� SURJUDPPH� KDV� EHHQ� GHYHORSHG� E\� 1RUZHJLDQ� SURIHVVRUV� .DUVWHQ�

+XQGHLGH�DQG�+HQQLQJ�5\H��DQG�LV�XVHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�E\�81,&()�DQG�:+2��,&'3�

FRXUVHV�UXQ�RYHU�HLJKW�ZHHNV��ZLWK�D�SURJUDPPH�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�HLJKW�WKHPHV�RI�positive 

interaction�� FHQWUHG� RQ� WKUHH�PDLQ� WRSLFV�� HPRWLRQDO� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��PHGLDWLRQ� DQG�

HQULFKPHQW�� DQG� UHJXODWLYH� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�����,Q� ������ ���� RXW� RI� D� WRWDO� RI� ����

PXQLFLSDOLWLHV� LQ� 1RUZD\� KDG� H[SHUWLVH� WR� UXQ� ,&'3� FRXUVHV�� ZLWK� DOWRJHWKHU� �����

FHUWLILHG�PHQWRUV�� ���� RI� ZKRP�ZHUH� WUDLQHG� WR�PHQWRU� WKH� SURJUDPPH� GLUHFWHG� DW�

HWKQLF�PLQRULWLHV� �0HOG�6W���� ��������������� ,Q�$OQD�� HWKQLF�PLQRULW\� ,&'3� JURXSV�

DUH� OHG� E\� RQH� QDWLYH� ODQJXDJH� VSHDNHU� DQG� RQH�1RUZHJLDQ� VSHDNHU�� ERWK� FHUWLILHG�

,&'3�PHQWRUV��7KH\�DJUHH�RQ�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�ZRUN�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��$W�RQH�FRXUVH��

WKH� PLQRULW\� PHQWRU� VHUYHG� DV� WKH� PDLQ� PHQWRU� DQG� WKH� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ� DV� WKH�

DVVLVWDQW��ZKLOH�WKLV�ZDV�RSSRVLWH�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�FRXUVH��,Q�P\�REVHUYDWLRQV��YHU\�OLWWOH�LV�

WUDQVODWHG� EHWZHHQ� WKH� PHQWRUV� GXULQJ� WKH� FODVVHV�� KRZHYHU�� EHFDXVH� WKH� FRXUVH� LV�

EDVHG� RQ� ZULWWHQ� PDWHULDO� WKDW� ERWK� PHQWRUV� DUH� IDPLOLDU� ZLWK� DQG� KDV� D� IDLUO\�

predetermined format, they ‘read’ each other’s gestures, assist or fill in for each other 

ZKHQ�QHHGHG����

,Q� $OQD�� DVLGH� IURP� PRWKHUV�� SURIHVVLRQDOV� ZRUNLQJ� LQ� WKH� NLQGHUJDUWHQV��

)DPLO\� +RXVHV�� 3&+6�� SHGDJRJLFDO�SV\FKRORJLFDO� VHUYLFHV�� DQG� FKLOG� ZHOIDUH�

DXWKRULWLHV�DUH�WUDLQHG�LQ�WKH�SURJUDPPH��2QH�PHQWRU�DOVR�WROG�PH�RI�DQ�,&'3�FRXUVH�

WKDW� ZDV� KHOG� DW� WKH� &RFD� &ROD� IDFWRU\� ZKHUH� PDQ\� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� IDWKHUV�

ZRUN�� 7KH� SURJUDPPH� LV� GLUHFWHG� WRZDUGV� FDUHJLYHUV�� DLPHG� DW� VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� WKHLU�

DZDUHQHVV� DQG� FRPSHWHQFH� RQ� LQWHUDFWLRQV� �samspill��ZLWK� FKLOGUHQ�� VR� DV� WR� HQVXUH�

KHDOWK\� PHQWDO� DQG� HPRWLRQDO� GHYHORSPHQW���� �2IILFLDO� UHSRUWV� HPSKDVLVH� WKDW� WKH�

,&'3� SURJUDPPH� LV� QRW� FXOWXUH�VSHFLILF�� DQG� WKXV� FDQ� EH� XVHG� JOREDOO\�� ZLWK� WKH�

QHFHVVDU\� ORFDO� PRGLILFDWLRQV.� 7KH� WRSLFV� KDYH� EHHQ� WHVWHG� LQ� GLIIHUHQW� FXOWXUDO�

VHWWLQJV� JOREDOO\�� DQG� WKH� GHYHORSHUV� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� themes to ‘express experiences 

WKDW�DUH�FRPPRQ�WR�XV�DOO�DQG�WKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�UHFRJQL]H�DQG�UHJDUG�DV�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�

                                                           
����)RU�PRUH�GHWDLO�RQ� WKH�HLJKW� WRSLFV� ���� LQ� WKH�PLQRULW\�FRXUVH��� VHH� �+DQQHVWDG�	�+XQGHLGH��Q�G��
+XQGHLGH��
�����KWWS���ZZZ�LFGS�QR�RP�LFGS�DFFHVVHG����������
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WKHLU� FDUH� IRU� FKLOGUHQ� RI� different ages’ �+XQGHLGH�� Q�G����� (YHQ� VR�� D� PLQRULW\�

YHUVLRQ� RI� WKH� SURJUDPPH� KDV� EHHQ� GHYHORSHG�� FRQVLVWLQJ� RI� ��� WKHPHV�� IRXU�PRUH�

than the regular programme, aimed at building a bridge between parents’ ‘WUDGLWLRQDO�

YDOXHV’�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�DQG� WKRVH� WKH\�PHHW� LQ�1RUZD\� �+DQQHVWDG�	�+XQGHLGH��Q�G���

7KH� WZHOYH� WKHPHV� FHQWUH� RQ� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG�

LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH��ZKLFK�FRPHV�WR�WKH�IRUH�PDLQO\�WKURXJK�UHJXODWLRQ�LQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��

The four ‘minority topics’� LQFOXGH� LGHQWLW\�� \RXWK� DQG� DGROHVFHQFH�� ZLWK� IRFXV� RQ�

VHOHFWHG�FXOWXUH�VSHFLILF� DUHDV�RI�SRWHQWLDO� FRQIOLFW�� VXFK�DV� DXWRQRP\�DQG�FKRLFH� LQ�

WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DUUDQJHG�PDUULDJH���

0RWKHUV�DUH�UHFUXLWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�3&+6��RSHQ�DQG�UHJXODU�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�DQG�

through mentors’ RZQ�QHWZRUNV��7KH\�DUH�WDUJHWHG�ERWK�LQGLYLGXDOO\�E\�SURIHVVLRQDOV�

ZRUNLQJ� LQ� WKHVH� LQVWLWXWLRQV� DQG� PRUH� JHQHUDOO\� WKURXJK� ZULWWHQ� RU� VSRNHQ�

DQQRXQFHPHQWV� LQ� WKHVH� DUHQDV�� 'XULQJ� ILHOGZRUN� RQH� ,&'3� FRXUVH� ZDV� KHOG� LQ�

3ROLVK��DQG�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�ZHUH�KHOG�LQ�8UGX��&RXUVHV�DUH�KHOG�LQ�WKHVH�ODQJXDJHV�ERWK�

EHFDXVH�PHQWRUV� DUH� DYDLODEOH� DQG� EHFDXVH� WKHUH� LV� D� SDUWLFXODU� LQWHUHVW� LQ� UHDFKLQJ�

WKHVH�JURXSV��3ROLVK�IDPLO\�PLJUDQWV�DUH�D�IDLUO\�UHFHQW�SKHQRPHQRQ�LQ�1RUZD\�ZKLFK�

LV�RQH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�VWDWH�LV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�WKHVH��ZKHUHDV�1RUZHJLDQ�

Pakistanis and Muslims more generally are seen to have a particular ‘problematic’ 

IDPLO\� VWUXFWXUH� ZLWK� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� DQG� KLHUDUFKLFDO� UHODWLRQV� DQG� ORZ� UDWHV� RI�

IHPDOH�ZDJH�HPSOR\PHQW��:KHQ�LPPLJUDQW�ZRPHQ�DUH�VHHQ�DV�ERWK�WKH�SUREOHP�DQG�

WKH� VROXWLRQ� IRU� LQFRUSRUDWLQJ� LPPLJUDQWV� LQWR� PDMRULW\� VRFLHW\� �.RIPDQ� HW� DO���

��������� LW� EHFRPHV� SDUWLFXODUO\� LPSRUWDQW� WR� UHDFK� RXW� WR� WKHVH� VHJPHQWV� RI� WKH�

SRSXODWLRQ������

0RVW� RI� WKH� ��� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV ��� �ZKR� DWWHQGHG� WKH� WZR� FRXUVHV� ,�

SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� KDYH� FRPSOHWHG� VHFRQGDU\� VFKRRO�� WKH� PDMRULW\� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� 2QO\�

0DULDP�ZDV�LQ�UHJXODU�HPSOR\PHQW�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�FRXUVHV��DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�HYHQLQJ�

FRXUVH��2QO\� RQH� KDG� D� XQLYHUVLW\� GHJUHH� �+DGL\D���$� IHZ�RI� WKH�PRWKHUV�ZKR�KDG�

EHHQ�EURXJKW�XS�LQ�1RUZD\�KDG�ZRUNHG�RXWVLGH�KRPH�SULRU�WR�EHFRPLQJ�PRWKHUV��EXW�

ZHUH�QRW�HPSOR\HG�DW� WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�FRXUVH��$OO�PRWKHUV�DW� WKH�FRXUVHV�DUH�PDUULHG�

                                                           
����5HIHUULQJ� WR�0DQQenberg in Cape Town, South Africa, ‘where life opportunities are shaped and 
curtailed by histories of apartheid’s forced removals, limited HPSOR\PHQW��SRZHUIXO�JDQJV�DQG�HQGHPLF�
drug use’ Fiona Ross makes the point that in this suburb, the police, paradoxically seek to offer 
‘parenting classes’ as a way to prevent a new generation of thugs from growing up ����������� 7KH�
ideology of the ‘good mother’ gets smuggled into public discourse. �
����,� KDYH�QRW� LQFOXGHG� DOO� RI� WKHVH� LQ� WKH���� LQIRUPDQWV� ,� KDYH�SUHYLRXVO\� OLVWHG�–� RQO\� WKRVH� ,� KDYH�
LQWHUYLHZHG�VHSDUDWHO\��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�+DGL\D��-DYHULD��/H\OD��)DL]D�DQG�0DULDP���
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WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\�� DQG� PRVW� KDYH� LPPLJUDWHG� ������ 3DUWLFLSDQWV� KDG� IURP� RQH� WR� VL[�

FKLOGUHQ��JHQHUDOO\�EHWZHHQ�WZR�DQG�IRXU��UDQJLQJ�IURP�EDELHV�WR�\RXQJ�DGXOWV�LQ�WKHLU�

HDUO\�WZHQWLHV��7ZHQW\�VHYHQ�RI�WKH�PRWKHUV�KDG�D�OHDVW�RQH�FKLOG�EHORZ�VFKRRO�DJH��

5HDVRQV� IRU� DWWHQGLQJ� WKH� ,&'3� FRXUVHV� LQFOXGH� DVSLUDWLRQV� RI� GHYHORSLQJ� RZQ�

SDUHQWDO�VNLOOV��RU�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�‘how they rear children in Norway.’�0DQ\�KLJKOLJKW�

WKH� VRFLDO� DVSHFW� RI� WKH� FRXUVH� DQG� WKH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� HVWDEOLVK� QHWZRUNV� DV� D�

PRWLYDWLRQ�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� DQ� XQLQWHQGHG� RXWFRPH�� 2WKHU� PRWLYDWLRQV� LQFOXGH�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�GLVFXVV�DQG�UHIOHFW�XSRQ�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�DQG�D�UDQJH�RI�RWKHU�

IDPLO\�LVVXHV�ZLWK�RWKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�VLPLODU�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�ZKR�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG��

SURYLGH�VXSSRUW�DQG�JLYH�DGYLFH��0HQWRUV�WRR�HPSKDVLVH�WKDW�LW�LV�DQ�DLP�LQ�LWVHOI��WR�

get mothers ‘out of the house’ and establisK�QHWZRUNV�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\���

�

Model power and dialogical spaces  
Socialisation is political, and the judges of normality are present ‘everywhere’ 

�)RXFDXOW�������>����@���7KH�SHGDJRJLFV�RI� WKH� ,&'3�FRXUVH� LV�SROLWLFDO��DV� ,�VHH� LW��

EHFDXVH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� DUH� H[SHFWHG� QRW� PHUHO\� WR� DFTXLUH� QHZ� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� DGDSW�

WKHLU�SUDFWLFH�WR�WKLV��EXW�DOVR�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�YDULRXV�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJH��DQG�WKHLU�

RZQ�SUDFWLFH�DQG�FKRLFH�RI�SUDFWLFH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�VLPSO\�DFFHSW�DQG�DGDSW�WR�HVWDEOLVKHG�

‘truths’. Today,�configurations and patterns are no longer ‘given’ or ‘self�evident’, so 

we have to carry ‘the burden of pattern�ZHDYLQJ� DQG� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� IDLOXUH�

fall(ing) primarily on the individual’s shoulders’ �%DXPDQ�� ����������� %DXPDQ�

identifies the ‘diagnosis’ of this late, fluid or liquid, modernity, as a burden for the 

LQGLYLGXDO�–�ZKLFK�ILWV�KRZ�PDQ\�PRWKHUV�,�NQRZ�IHHO�DQG�VHHN�WR�PHHW�WKURXJK�WKHLU�

VHDUFK� IRU� WDQJLEOH� NQRZOHGJH�� ,Q� PRGHUQLW\�� WKHVH� G\QDPLF� DQG� OLTXLG� SURFHVVHV�

DFFHOHUDWH�� DQG�� ,� DUJXH�� DW� DQ� HYHQ� TXLFNHU� SDFH� IRU� PLJUDQW� IDPLOLHV�� *LGGHQV�

DQDO\VHV� WKLV� LQFUHDVLQJ� VSHHG� DQG� UDQJH� RI� LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ� �LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ� LQ�

LWVHOI�LV�QRW�QHZ���DV�D�SURMHFW�ZKHUH�WKH�OLIH�SROLWLFV�RI�LGHQWLW\�DOVR�HQWDLOV�FRQWLQXLW\�

DQG� D� VHQVH� RI� UHIOHFWLYH� FRQWURO� �VHH� 7�� +�� 1LHOVHQ�� ������� 7KLV� LV� WKH� FRQIXVLQJ�

SROLWLFDO�ILHOG�ZKHUH�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�VHHN�WR�RULHQW�WKHPVHOYHV���

1RUZHJLDQ�VRFLRORJLVW�DQG�VRFLDO�SV\FKRORJLVW�6WHLQ�%UnWHQ�KDV�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�

WHUP�modellmakt� �PRGHO�SRZHU��WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�SURFHVVHV�ZKHUHE\�RQH�PRGHO�JDLQV�

SRZHU� DQG� OHJLWLPDF\� RYHU� RWKHU� PRGHOV��Modellmakt� occurs ‘through an assertive 

PRGHO�RI�UHDOLW\�WKDW�RWKHUV�DWWULEXWH�DV�D�VROH�VRXUFH�RI�YDOLG�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�
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ILHOG� RI� LQTXLU\�� DQG� ZKLFK� H[FOXGHV� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� RI� DOWHUQDWLYH� SHUVSHFWLYHV� DQG�

definitions of reality’ �%UnWHQ�� ��������� P\� WUDQVODWLRQ��� 7KLV� LQWHUDFWLYH� IRUP� RI�

GRPLQDWLRQ�RI�RQH�PRGHO�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�DQ�RSHQ�GLDORJXH�LQ�IDFW�LV�D�

‘pretend dialogue’ (skinndialog���DQG�ZKHQ�WKLV�GLDORJXH�LV�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�WKH�SUHPLVHV�

VHW�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�KROG�D�PRQRSRO\�RQ�PRGHOV��OLPLWLQJ�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�XQLYHUVH�VR�

WKDW� RQO\� RQH� RI� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� DSSHDUV� FRQFHSWXDOO\� ULFK�� RU� model-strong�� 7KH�

PRGHO�VWURQJ�KROG� WKH�SRZHU� WR�GHILQH� WKH�GLDORJLFDO� VSDFH��DQG�DUH� LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ� WR�

FRQWURO�ZKDW�LV�D�YDOLG�DQG�LQIOXHQWLDO�PRGHO��HYHQ�LI�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�PD\�EH�RWKHUZLVH�

�%UnWHQ����������������

6LPLODUO\�� DQWKURSRORJLVW� %ULJLWWH� -RUGDQ� KDV� GHYHORSHG� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI�

authoritative knowledge� �������������WR�DQDO\VH�GRPDLQV�ZKHUH�VHYHUDO�SDUDOOHO�DQG�

HTXDOO\� OHJLWLPDWH� NQRZOHGJH� V\VWHPV� H[LVW�� +RZHYHU�� DV� VKH� HPSKDVLVHV�� ZKLOH�

SHRSOH�PD\�PRYH�EHWZHHQ�DQG�FRPELQH�GLIIHUHQW�NQRZOHGJH�V\VWHPV��RQH�V\VWHP�RU�

PRGHO�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�FRQVLGHUHG�PRUH�OHJLWLPDWH�WKDQ�WKH�RWKHUV��WKXV�GHYDOXDWLQJ�RWKHU�

V\VWHPV�RI�NQRZOHGJH� �-RUGDQ���������$XWKRULWDWLYH�NQRZOHGJH�PD\�EH� DQ\�NLQG�RI�

NQRZOHGJH��ZKDW�PDNHV�LW�DXWKRULWDWLYH�LV�WKDW�LW�LV��UH�SURGXFHG�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWHG�LQ�

D�FRQWH[W�RI�XQHTXDO�SRZHU�EHWZHHQ� WKH�DFWRUV�� ,W� LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\� FRUUHFW�–�EXW� LW�

counts. It is persuasive ‘because it seems natural, reasonable and consensually 

constructed’ �-RUGDQ����������������

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�GHYHORSHUV�� Whe ICDP programme seeks to ‘raise awareness 

RI��bevisstgjøre��DQG�UHDFWLYDWH�H[LVWLQJ�SRVLWLYH�SDWterns of care’, HPSKDVLVLQJ�EHWWHU�

FDUH� �bedre omsorg��� ZLWKRXW� FRPLQJ� LQWR� FRQIOLFW� ZLWK� H[LVWLQJ� FXOWXUDO� DQG�

SHUVRQKRRG� IUDPHZRUNV� �+XQGHLGH�� ���������P\� WUDQVODWLRQ��� ,Q� SUDFWLFH�� KRZHYHU��

WKH�PHQWRUV� �RU� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV�� WHQG� WR� HPSKDVLVH� WKH� FXOWXUDO� GLIIHUHQFHV��

SUHVHQWLQJ�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�DV�DEVROXWH�DQG�LQKHUHQW�LQ�PRGHOV�IRU�FKLOG�XSEULQJLQJ��

SUDFWLFH�DV�ZHOO�DV�GLVFRXUVH��7KLV�PD\�VHUYH�WR�FHPHQW��UHDO�RU�LPDJLQHG��GLIIHUHQFHV��

UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�EXLOG�RQ�FRPPRQDOLWLHV��7KHVH�KLHUDUFKLFDO�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�

RFFXU� DW� JUDVVURRWV� OHYHO�� PHGLDWHG� E\� ,&'3� FRXUVH� PHQWRUV�� DV� ZHOO� DV� E\�

kindergarten teachers and health visitors, all ‘engineers of the human soul’, that ‘seem 

WR�PDQLIHVW� VRPHWKLQJ� SURIRXQGO\� QRYHO� LQ� WKH� UHODWLRQV� RI� DXWKRULWy over the self’ 

�5RVH�� �������. These, Nikolas Rose points out, ‘affect each of us, our personal 

beliefs, wishes and aspirations, in other words, our ethics’ ���������� +HQFH�� ZKLOH�

FRXUVHV� DUH� IRXQGHG� RQ�� DQG� PHQWRUV� DSSO\�� D� VHHPLQJO\� GLDORJLFDO� DSSURDFK�� WKH�

FRQFOXVLRQV� DUH� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW� SUHGHWHUPLQHG�� GLDORJXHV� PD\� LQ� IDFW� EH� pretend 
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dialogues�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�GLDORJXHV�DUH�JRYHUQHG�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�SUHGHWHUPLQHG�

SXUSRVH� RI� WKH� GLDORJXH� JHWV� UHIOHFWHG� LQ� WKH� RXWFRPH� �%UnWHQ�� ������� ,Q� WKHVH�

GLDORJXHV� WKHUH� LV� QRW� PXFK� URRP� IRU� LQGLYLGXDO� GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� SUDFWLFHV� RU� IRU�

ambivalence in mothers’ lives.��

,Q�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�FODVVHV�ZKHUH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�WKHLU�XVXDO�VHW�RI�

VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�DQG�SXW�LQWR�D�VHWWLQJ�ZKHUH�QHZ�ERQGV�FDQ�EH�IRUPHG��LGHQWLWLHV�DQG�

DVSLUDWLRQV� FDQ� HPHUJH� RU� JURZ�� VR� WKHVH� FRXUVHV� FDQ� DOVR� EH� VLWHV� RI� FUHDWLYLW\�

�0RRUH�������������� ,Q�VRPH�ZD\V�� WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVH�LQWR�JURXSV�

ZLWK�OLPLWHG�QXPEHUV�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZLWK�VLPLODU�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�DW�VLPLODU�VWDJHV�LQ�

WKHLU�OLYHV�UHVHPEOHV�D�rite of passage��YDQ�*HQQHS�������>����@���7KH�GLFKRWRPRXV�

DSSURDFK��ZKHUH�PRWKHUV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�VKLIW�WKHLU�SUDFWLFH�IURP�EHLQJ�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�

with the ‘traditional collectivistic’ to the ‘modern individualistic’ model markV� DQ�

individual’s shift from one status to another: from being deviant to becoming normal, 

IURP�EHLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�IRUHLJQ�WR�EHFRPLQJ�VLPLODU�DQG�LQWHJUDWHG��IURP�IROORZLQJ�

WUDGLWLRQ� WR� LPDJLQLQJ� LQGHSHQGHQW� IXWXUHV��$V� ,�ZLOO� VKRZ��PRWKHUV�DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR�

‘choose’ between socialisation models, leaving the ‘WUDGLWLRQDO� FRllectivistic’�PRGHO�

EHKLQG�DQG�ORRNLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�‘PRGHUQ�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF’�PRGHO��D�SURFHVV�WKDW�LQ�LWVHOI�

FDQ�EH�LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ���

�

Two models of socialisation  
‘Because I have responsibility towards you, 

I want to share responsibility with you  

So that you one day can be responsible for yourself’105  

�

7KLV� SRHP� DERXW� SDUHQWDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�� SUHVHQWHG� E\� /LVD�� DQ� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ�

PHQWRU�� PD\� VHHP� QHXWUDO� DW� ILUVW�� EXW� D� FORVHU� ORRN� UHYHDOV� WKH� SDUWLFXODU� IRUP� RI�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\� �ansvar�� SUHVHQWHG� DW� ,&'3� FRXUVHV�� DQG� LQWHJUDO� WR� WKH� ‘PRGHUQ�

LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF’� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� PRGHO�� ,Q� WKH� SRHP� LW� HPHUJHV� WKDW� WKLV� IRUP� RI�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LV�HPEHGGHG�LQ�SDUHQW–FKLOG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKDW�DUH�QRQ�KLHUDUFKLFDO�DQG�

XQLGLUHFWLRQDO�� .QRZOHGJH� WUDQVPLVVLRQ� LV� EDVHG� RQ� KRUL]RQWDO� UHODWLRQV�� ZKHUH�

SDUHQWV�DUH� WR�VKDUH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�ZLWK� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�VR� WKDW� WKH\� LQ�

                                                           
���0\�WUDQVODWLRQ��,Q�P\�ILHOGQRWHV�,�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�‘Fordi jeg har ansvar for deg, vil jeg dele ansvar med 
deg, slik at du en dag kan være ansvarlig for deg selv.’�,�KDYH�QRW�IRXQG�WKLV�SRHP�DQ\ZKHUH�HOVH��DQG�
WKXV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�FURVV�FKHFN�LW���
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WXUQ�ZLOO� EH� DEOH� WR� FDUU\� WKH� EXUGHQ� RI� VHOI�PDQDJHPHQW��$V� ,� VHH� LW�� WKLV� IRUP� RI�

ansvar� LV� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKH� REOLJDWLRQV� �forpliktelser�� DQG� GXWLHV�

�plikter��LQ�WKH�UHODWLRQDO�FRQWUDFWV�RI� WKH�3DNLVWDQL�NLQVKLS�PRGHO�EDVHG�RQ�VWUDWLILHG�

UHODWLRQV�ZKHUH�FKLOGUHQ�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�DUH�EURXJKW�XS�ZLWKLQ�D�IUDPHZRUN�RI�JHQGHUHG�

DQG� JHQHUDWLRQDO� GXWLHV� ZKHUH� WKH\� DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� RWKHUV� DQG� RWKHUV� DUH�

UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKHP����

.DUVWHQ�+XQGHLGH� GLYLGHV� FURVV�FXOWXUDO� IUDPHZRUNV� DQG�YDULDWLRQV� LQ� FKLOG�

UHDULQJ� �omsorgs- og samspillspraksis) into ‘modern individualistic’ and ‘traditional 

collectivistic’ ���������� RI� ZKLFK� KH� FRQVWUXFWV� PRGHOV�� 7KH� GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ�

LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�DQG�PRUH�FROOHFWLYLVWLF�FXOWXUHV��&HFLOLH�-DYR�ZULWHV��LV�WKDW�SDUHQWV�LQ�

WKH� IRUPHU� UDLVH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WRZDUGV� DXWRQRP\� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQFH�� DQG� WR� EH�

FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� WKHLU� RZQ� QHHGV� DQG� ULJKWV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WKRVH� RI� WKH� JURXS��ZKHUHDV�

SDUHQWV� LQ� WKH� ODWWHU� VHHN� WR� VRFLDOLVH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQWR�EHFRPLQJ�DWWHQWLYH� WRZDUGV�

RWKHUV�� DQG� WR� VWLPXODWH�JURXS� UHODWLRQV� ������������ ,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV�� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�

EHWZHHQ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DGXOWV�LV�PRUH�KRUL]RQWDO�LQ�WKH�‘PRGHUQ�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF’�PRGHO�

WKDQ�LQ�WKH�‘WUDGLWLRQDO�FROOHFWLYLVWLF�PRGHO’�ZKHUH�UHODWLRQV�DUH�PRUH�KLHUDUFKLFDO�DQG�

stratified, as reflected in the extent to which children’s behaviour is regulatHG��DQG�LQ�

WKH�PHWKRGV�HPSOR\HG�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�WKLV�LV�GRQH. Regulation of children’s behaviour 

DQG�WKH�VWDJH�LQ�FKLOGKRRG�ZKHUH�UHJXODWRU\�PHDVXUHV��grensesetting��DUH�LQWURGXFHG�

LV�PHQWLRQHG� LQ� FRXUVHV� DV� EHLQJ� WKH�PRVW� IXQGDPHQWDO� GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR�

PRGHOV���

+XQGHLGH� ������� ������ OLVWV� WHQ� SRLQWV� LQ� ZKLFK� FDUH�� DQG� LQWHUDFWLRQDO�

SUDFWLFHV�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�GLFKRWRP\��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�FKLOG�DV�D�

FRPPXQLFDWLYH�SDUWQHU��WKH�UROH�RI�QRQ�YHUEDO�SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFW��REMHFW�YHUVXV�KXPDQ�

oriented communication, multiplicity in care givers, child’s responsibilities within the 

IDPLO\� DQG� WKH� KRXVHKROG�� WKH� UROH� RI� �LQ�IRUPDO� FDULQJ� DQG� REVHUYDWLRQ� LQ� WKH�

UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� DGXOWV�� DQG� WKH� HPSKDVLV� RQ� LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG�

REHGLHQFH�� :LWKLQ� WKH� FROOHFWLYLVW� IUDPHZRUN� +XQGHLGH� RXWOLQHV�� SDUHQWV� VSHQG�

FRQVLGHUDEOH�WLPH�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��W\SLFDOO\�����RI�WKHLU�WLPH���EXW�SOD\�OLWWOH�ZLWK�

WKHP� DV� WKLV� PD\� GLVWRUW� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� RI� UHVSHFW� EHWZHHQ� DGXOWV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ��

:LWKLQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�IUDPHZRUN�SDUHQWV�RQO\�VSHQG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����RI�WKHLU�

WLPH� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�� WKLV� LV� TXDOLWDWLYHO\� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKH� FROOHFWLYLVW�

PRGHO�� DV� DGXOWV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� SOD\� WRJHWKHU�� ,Q� WKH� ‘PRGHUQ� LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF’� PRGHO�

FKLOGUHQ�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�DVN�DGXOWV�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�WDNH�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�WR�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��
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ZKHUHDV� FKLOGUHQ�ZLWKLQ� WKH� FROOHFWLYLVW� IUDPHZRUN� DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR� REH\� DGXOWV� DQG�

OLVWHQ�WR�WKHP��+XQGHLGH����������������������������+XQGHLGH�DUJXHV�WKDW�ZKLOH�WKH�

GLFKRWRP\�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�DQG�PRGHUQ�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�SUDFWLFHV�KDV�EHHQ�YLHZHG�E\�PDQ\�

DV�DQHFGRWDO�WKHUH�H[LVWV�FRQVLGHUDEOH�HPSLULFDO�HYLGHQFH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKLV�GLYLGH�DQG�LWV�

FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�OLIHVW\OHV��samfunnsform���+RZHYHU��KH�ZDUQV�WKDW�FDUH�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�

ZKHQ�XVLQJ�WKH�GLFKRWRP\�LQ�D�ZRUOG�LQ�ZKLFK�PRGHUQ�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO�ZD\V�RI�OLIH�DUH�

EHFRPLQJ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� LQWHUVHFWHG� –� DV� LV� WKH� FDVH� WRGD\� �+XQGHLGH�� �������������

&RXUVH�PHQWRUV�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�SDUHQWKRRG�PRGHO�HQFRXUDJHV�PRUH�GLUHFW�

SRVLWLYH�IHHGEDFN�IURP�DGXOWV�WR�FKLOGUHQ�WKDQ�WKH�FROOHFWLYLVW�PRGHO�GRHV��7KHUHIRUH��

DW� ,&'3� FRXUVHV��PRWKHUV� DUH� RIWHQ� UHPLQGHG� WR� JLYH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� FUHGLW� IRU� WKHLU�

DFWLRQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JLYH�WKHP�D�VHQVH�RI�DFKLHYHPHQW��mestringsfølelse)��

�

Choosing this or that model 
,Q�DQ�HDUO\� ,&'3�VHVVLRQ�1DELOD�� WKH�PLQRULW\�PHQWRU��GUDZV� WZR� WULDQJOHV106�RQ� WKH�

IOLS� FKDUW�� H[SODLQLQJ� WKDW� WKH� RQH� WULDQJOH� LOOXVWUDWHV� D� ‘PRGHUQ� LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF’�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�PRGHO��WKH�RWKHU�RQH�D�‘WUDGLWLRQDO�FROOHFWLYLVWLF’�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�PRGHO��:H�

DUH� 11 mothers sitting around the table in the ‘classroom’ in the offices of the 

Groruddalssatsningen�DW�)XUXVHW�� OLVWHQLQJ�WR�1DELOD��6RPH�FRS\�WKH�WULDQJOHV�GRZQ�

LQ�WKHLU�QRWHERRN��RU�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�D�KDQG�RXW��RWKHUV�ZDWFK�DQG�OLVWHQ�LQWHQVHO\��7ZR�

PRWKHUV� KHOS� WKHPVHOYHV� WR� VRPH� IUXLW� /LVD� KDV� FXW� LQWR� VPDOO� SLHFHV� DQG� DUUDQJHG�

QHDWO\�RQ�D�VHUYLQJ�SODWWHU��VHHPLQJO\�SD\LQJ�OHVV�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�1DELOD�WKDQ�WKH�UHVW�RI�

XV��:KHQ�1DELOD�ILQLVKHV�GUDZLQJ�DQG�IDFHV�WKH�JURXS�DJDLQ��WKHUH�LV�D�FROOHFWLYH�VLJK�

IROORZHG�E\�IOLFNHULQJ�JODQFHV��PRWKHUV�ORRNLQJ�VOLJKWO\�SX]]OHG�DW�HDFK�RWKHU�EHIRUH�

1DELOD�TXLFNO\�UHDVVXUHV�WKHP�WKDW�WKLV�LV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�PXVW�OHDUQ�E\�KHDUW��LW�LV�

just a way of showing that in Pakistan, parents raise children according to ‘this model’�

and in Norway according to ‘that model’. �

�

                                                           
����7KH� RULJLQV� RI� WKHVH� WULDQJOHV� DUH� XQFOHDU�� ,� KDYH� EHHQ� LQ� FRQWDFW� ZLWK� /RYHOHHQ� 5LKHO� %UHQQD��
1RUZHJLDQ� DXWKRU� DQG� UHQRZQHG� SXEOLF� VSHDNHU� RQ� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� SDUHQW�WHDFKHU� FROODERUDWLRQ� LQ� D�
PLQRULW\�PDMRULW\�FRQWH[W��6KH�KDV�XVHG� WKHVH� WULDQJOH�PRGHOV� VLQFH� WKH�����V��EXW�FRXOG�QRW� WHOO�PH�
ZKHUH�WKH\�FRPH�IURP��
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� �
Figure 6.1  

Model 1: ‘Pakistani child-rearing model’  Model 2: ‘Norwegian child-rearing 

model’ 

�

‘The Norwegian way’, Nabila explains, is that parents introduce boundaries when 

FKLOGUHQ�DUH�\RXQJ��HYHQ�EDELHV��WKHQ�JUDGXDOO\�OHVVHQ�WKHVH�ERXQGDULHV�DV�WKH\�JURZ�

ROGHU�DQG�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�KDYH�DFTXLUHG�WKH�VNLOOV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�UHJXODWLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�

EHKDYLRXU��$� FHQWUDO� HOHPHQW� LQ� WKLV�PRGHO� LV� gradert støtte� (‘gradated support’, or 

VFDIIROGLQJ��� WKURXJK� ZKLFK� SDUHQWV� UHPDLQ� HQJDJHG� ZLWK� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� GXULQJ� DQ�

DFWLYLW\�� DQG� WKHQ� JUDGXDOO\� VWHS� EDFN�� RIIHULQJ� OHVV� YHUEDO� JXLGDQFH� DQG� SUDFWLFDO�

DVVLVWDQFH�� XQWLO� WKH� FKLOG� HYHQWXDOO\�PDQDJHV� RQ� KLV� RU� KHU� RZQ��2QH�PHQWRU� VD\V���

‘Explain everything in detail [to the child]. It is important not to stress and rush 

things, take your time, and then, after doing this a few times, practice what we call 

‘scaffolding’, so that the child gets a sense of achievement by doing it by itself.’ ,Q�WKLV�

PRGHO�� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� FRXUVH�� PHQWRUV� WHQG� WR� HPSKDVLVH� WKDW� FKLOGUHQ� YLHZHG� DV�

LQGHSHQGHQW�EHLQJV�DUH��IURP�D�\RXQJ�DJH��FDSDEOH�RI�UHJXODWLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�EHKDYLRXU��

EDVHG�RQ� UHJXODWLRQV� DQG� URXWLQHV� LQWHUQDOLVHG�DOUHDG\� IURP� LQIDQF\�RU� HDUO\� WRGGOHU�

\HDUV���

‘The Pakistani model is the opposite’, Nabila continues, explaining that it 

LQYROYHV�FRQVLGHUDEOH�IUHHGRP�IRU�DQG�OLWWOH�UHJXODWLRQ�RI�WRGGOHUV�DQG�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ��

IROORZHG� E\� PRUH� ERXQGDULHV� DQG� ILUPHU� UHJXODWLRQV� DV� FKLOGUHQ� JURZ� ROGHU�� $W�

SXEHUW\�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�1DELOD�� WKH�PRGHO� EHFomes ‘too strict’. Nabila illustrates this 

‘break’ at puberty by drawing a horizontal line cutting through the middle of both 

WULDQJOHV�� DQG�ZULWLQJ��–���DQG���–������RQ�HDFK�RI� WKH�SDUWV��6KH�H[SODLQV� WKDW� WKH�

GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ� WKH�PRGHOV� EHFRPH�PRUH� FHPHQWHG� DW� DGROHVFHQFH� RU� SXEHUW\��

                                                           
����:LWK�WKH���–���FDWHJRU\�PHQWRUV�UHIHU�WR�WKH�DJH�RI�WKH�FKLOG�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKLV�SKDVH��QRW�WKH�
ERXQGDULHV�RI�WKH�SKDVH��DV��–���GRHV���

12-14 

0-12 

12-14 

0-12 
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FRQWURO� LV� WLJKWHQHG� PRUH� LQWHQVHO\� IRU� 3DNLVWDQL� FKLOGUHQ�� ZKHUHDV� ‘Norwegian 

children’ DUH�JLYHQ�FRQVLGHUDEO\�PRUH�IUHHGRP��+DYLQJ�H[SODLQHG�WKH�PRGHOV��1DELOD�

PRYHV�KHU�IODW�KDQG�TXLFNO\�WKURXJK�WKH�DLU�D�IHZ�WLPHV��PLPLFNLQJ�D�VODS��DQG��LQ�D�

tone that I interpret to be part joking and part serious, rhetorically asks ‘traditional, is 

it not so?’�7KH�PRWKHUV�JLJJOH�ZKLOH�1DELOD� VSHDNV�DERXW� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FKDQJH�

DFURVV�JHQHUDWLRQV��DQG�DERXW�‘handling your anger’ (takle sinnet sitt):�‘Mother does 

as grandmother has done before her, is that no so, but there are ‘bahut zada’ (many, 

a lot of) alternatives.’����

$� IHZ� ZHHNV� DIWHU� LQWURGXFLQJ� WKH� WULDQJOH� PRGHOV� DQG� KDYLQJ� UHJXODUO\�

UHWXUQHG� WR� WKHVH�IUHTXHQWO\� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�FRXUVH��1DELOD� UHWXUQV� WR� WKH�GUDZLQJ�RQ�

WKH�IOLS�FKDUW��TXLFNO\�UHFDSV�WKH�WZR�PRGHOV��DQG�DVNV��,�IHHO�WKLV�LV�GRQH�DV�D�ZD\�RI�

KHOSLQJ� WKH�PRWKHUV� WR�VXPPDULVH�PDLQ�FRQFOXVLRQV�RI� WKH�FRXUVH�XS�XQWLO�QRZ��EXW�

also to make them commit to change): ‘Do you want this model or that model?’ 

+HVLWDQWO\� SRLQWLQJ� RU� QRGGLQJ� LQ� WKH� GLUHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� WULDQJOH� EDODQFLQJ� RQ� LWV� WLS��

mothers answer that they want ‘that one’, not asking the mentor to expand on or 

QXDQFH�KHU�DVVXPSWLRQ�RI�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQDO�QDWXUH�RI�WKHVH�PRGHOV��$IWHU�WKH�VHVVLRQ��

ZKLOH�,�KHOS�/LVD�FOHDU�WKH�WDEOH�RI�HPSW\�WHD�FXSV�DQG�KDQGRXWV��1DELOD�HODERUDWHV�WR�

PH�WKDW�VKH�GRHV�QRW�WHOO�WKH�PRWKHUV�ZKLFK�PRGHO�WR�FKRRVH��EXW�VKH�H[SODLQV�ERWK�WR�

WKHP�� EHIRUH� DVNLQJ� WKHP� WR� FKRRVH� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV� ‘Then they tell me, ‘the 

Norwegian one’���

When one course participant told Nabila that it was ‘all very well sitting in the 

course and choosing’, but more challenging to instigate change in the home with a 

PRWKHU� LQ� ODZ� ZKR� RUJDQLVHV� KHU� WLPH� DQG� KDV� PXFK� FRQWURO� RI� KHU� PRYHPHQWV��

‘constantly interfering’ LQ� KHU� LQWHUDFWLRQV� ZLWK� KHU� WZR� \RXQJ� VRQV�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\��

1DELOD�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQV�WKHVH�ZRPHQ�WR�YDULRXV�GHJUHHV�DUH�

LQWHUWZLQHG� LQ�� DQG�VXJJHVWHG��SDUW� MRNLQJ�DQG�SDUW� VHULRXV�� WKDW� ‘perhaps we should 

have courses where the mothers in law too attended’�� 6WLOO�� SDUDGR[LFDOO\�� VKH�

GHPDQGV� RI� PRWKHUV� WKDW� WKH\�PDNH� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO� FKRLFH� RI� IROORZLQJ� this RU� that 

PRGHO��QRW�WDNLQJ�OLPLWDWLRQV�WR�mothers’ agency into consideration.��

:KLOH�HPSKDVLVLQJ�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�UHDOLVLQJ�DPELWLRQV��PRWKHUV�JHQHUDOO\�DJUHH�

ZLWK�WKLV�GLFKRWRPRXV�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�PRGHOV�ZKHQ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DUH�SUHVHQW��,Q�

                                                           
����7KLV�LV�D�FRXUVH�IRU�PRWKHUV��VR�VKH�HPSKDVLVHV�WKH�UROH�RI�ZRPHQ�DV�VRFLDOLVHUV��,Q�UHDOLW\��WKHUH�LV�
RIWHQ�D�JHQGHUHG�GLPHQVLRQ�WR�GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�FDUH��ZKHUH�IDWKHUV�KDYH�D�GLVFLSOLQLQJ�UROH�DQG�PRWKHUV�D�
PRUH�FDULQJ�UROH��
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GLVFXVVLRQV�� WKH\� VKDUH� WKHLU�REVHUYDWLRQV� IURP�VHPL�SXEOLF�SODFHV� VXFK�DV� WKH�RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ��WKH�OLEUDU\�RU�WKH�VXSHUPDUNHW�RI�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�SDUHQWV�EHLQJ�EHWWHU�

DW� UHJXODWLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� E\� VHWWLQJ� FOHDU� OLPLWV� �klare grenser�� DQG� HPSKDVLVLQJ�

VHOI�PDQDJHPHQW� �å klare seg selv)�� 6HHPLQJO\�� PDQ\� DUH� LPSUHVVHG� E\� ZKDW� WKH\�

KDYH� VHHQ� RI� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ� SDUHQWV� DQG� SDUHQWLQJ�� /H\OD� IRU� H[DPSOH�� WROG� WKH�

JURXS� RI� KRZ� VKH� KDG� EHHQ� LQ� WKH� VXSHUPDUNHW� ZLWK� KHU� \RXQJHVW� FKLOG�� ZKR� ZDV�

FU\LQJ� KLV� H\HV� RXW� EHFDXVH� VKH� GLG� QRW� ZDQW� WR� EX\� VZHHWV� IRU� KLP�� ‘Just then a 

Norwegian mum passed by us in the shop and her child asked for sweets. She said 

‘no’– and the child accepted the answer at once. The mother paid for the groceries 

and they left the shop. I wished I could become invisible.’� /H\OD� FRQFOXGHV��

‘Norwegian parents are better at being firm than Pakistani parents are.’� 0RWKHUV�

WKXV��LQ�WKH�FRXUVH��WHQG�WR�SRVLWLRQ�WKHLU�RZQ�SDUHQWLQJ�ERWK�DV�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�LQIHULRU�

WR�WKH�PDMRULW\�PRGHO�DQG�SUDFWLFH�DV�WKH\�KDYH�REVHUYHG�LW��6RPH��VXFK�%HQD]LU�DQG�

%DGU\D�GHILQHG� WKHLU�PRWKHULQJ�DOVR�DV� LQIHULRU� WR� WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHU��ZKHUHDV�RWKHUV�

SRVLWLRQ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHUV��VHH�&KDSWHU������

$�GLFKRWRP\��ZKLOH�DSSHDULQJ�WR�KDYH�HTXDO�FRPSRQHQWV��LV�RIWHQ�KLHUDUFKLFDO��

EHLQJ� ERWK� DQ� H[HUFLVH� LQ� SRZHU� DQG� LQ� GLVJXLVLQJ� LW�� WKURXJK� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK�

components are ‘set apart and cast aside…[creating]…an illusion of symmetry’ 

�%DXPDQ������������,Q�DVNLQJ�PRWKHUV�WR�FKRRVH�WKLV�RU�WKDW�PRGHO��WKH�GLFKRWRPRXV�

PRGHOV�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�as if� WKH\�DUH�UHDO�DQG�IXUWKHU�as if�DOO�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV�KDYH�

PDGH�WKLV�FKRLFH�DOUHDG\�–�DQG�KDYH�FKRVHQ�WR practise�WKH�GRPLQDQW�discourse��7KH�

GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�SUDFWLFH�DQG�GLVFRXUVH�LV�QRW�PDGH�H[SOLFLW��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�RI�FRXUVH�

GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� FKLOG�UHDULQJ� DOVR� DPRQJ� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQV� �VHH� 5\VVW� +HLOPDQQ��

������ 6WHIDQVHQ�� ����� RQ� FODVV��� 2I� FRXUVH�� MXVW� OLNH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� HWKQLF�

1RUZHJLDQV�GR�QRW�practice�GRPLQDQW�discourse��,Q�KHU�H[DPSOH��/H\OD�OLQNV�WKH�PDS�

�PRGHO��WR�WKH�WHUUDLQ��SUDFWLFH���WKHUHE\�DIILUPLQJ�WKH�GLFKRWRPRXV�PRGHOV��+RZHYHU��

UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�LGHRORJLFDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�RI�WKHVH�PRGHOV�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�PHDQ�

WKDW� WKH� PRGHOV� DUH� IL[HG� LQ� WLPH�� RU� WKDW� WKH� GLIIHUHQFHV� DUH� VHHQ� DV� VWDWLF� DQG�

XQFKDQJHDEOH�� 6RQLD�PDNHV� WKLV� SRLQW� ZKHQ� VKH� DGGV� JHQHUDWLRQ� DV� DQ� H[SODQDWRU\�

IDFWRU�LQWR�WKHVH�PRGHOV��VHH�EHORZ����
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Gendered models 
1DELOD� WROG� WKH� ,&'3� JURXS� WKDW� WKH� PDMRU� EUHDNV� ZLWKLQ� ERWK� PRGHOV� RFFXU� DW�

SXEHUW\��DQG�HPSKDVLVHG�WKDW�WKLV�EUHDN�LV�PRUH�JHQGHU�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�LQ�WKH ‘Pakistani 

Islamic-based model’ WKDQ�WKH��‘Norwegian model’.�0DULD��DQ�(DVW�$IULFDQ�PHQWRU�DW�

WKH�Nå Ut�FRXUVH��DOVR�UDLVHG�WKLV�LQ�D�VHVVLRQ�RQ�EULQJLQJ�XS�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�1RUZD\�DQG�

‘at home’. This topic was chosen, Maria said, because ‘we need to know what is basic 

here…we can keep ours [our norms], but we need to know’. �

2Q� WKH� flip chart Maria drew a table with columns titled ‘Norway’ and 

‘homeland’, which she again divided into ‘boy’ and ‘girl’. She did not fill in the 

FROXPQ�of the ‘Norwegian model’ in great detail, but wrote ‘tidy up’ in the boy and�

WKH� JLUO� VHFWLRQV�� HPSKDVLVLQJ�ZKDW� VKH� SHUFHLYHG� DV� WKH�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� GLIIHUHQFH�

EHWZHHQ�homeland� DQG�Norway�� JHQGHUHG� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� GRPHVWLF�ZRUN�� IDYRXULQJ�

WKH� PRUH� JHQGHU� V\PPHWULFDO� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� ZRUN�� $V� D� UHVXOW�� WKH� HQVXLQJ�

FRQYHUVDWLRQ� FDPH� WR� IRFXV� RQ� WKH� SUREOHPDWLF� DVSHFWV� RI� JHQGHUHG� QRUPV� LQ� WKH�

KRPHODQG��DQG�QRW�RQ�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH�DERXW�KRZ�WKLQJV�DUH�GRQH�LQ�1RUZD\��DV�VKH�KDG�

LQLWLDOO\� WROG� WKH� JURXS� ZDV� WKH� DLP� RI� WKH� VHVVLRQ�� $OWKRXJK� 0DULD� UHDVVXUHV� WKH�

SDUWLFLSDQWV� WKDW� WKH\�FDQ�NHHS� WKHLU�QRUPV�EXW�QHHG� WR�NQRZ�DERXW� ‘the Norwegian 

ones’��JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�HPHUJHV�DV�D�SUHPLVH�DQG�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�PRWKHUV�VKRXOG�VWULYH�

WRZDUGV�� $V� LQ� WKH� ,&'3� FRXUVH, they are expected to ‘choose’ between two 

FRQVWUXFWHG�PRGHOV��

Maria wrote a number of points under the ‘boys’ and ‘girls’ on the flip chart 

GXULQJ� WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�JHQGHUHG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV��EXW�QRW�DV�GLUHFW�RXWFRPHV�

RI� WKH� WRSLFV� UDLVHG� E\� FRXUVH� SDUWLFLSDQWV��5DWKHU�� VKH� V\QWKHVLVHG� WKH� UHVSRQVHV� WR�

KHU�TXHVWLRQ�RI�JHQGHUHG�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LQ�EXOOHW�SRLQWV�ZKLOH�DGGLQJ�KHU�

RZQ�VWURQJ�YRLFH�WR�WKHVH�SRLQWV��7KH�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�V\QWKHVLV��ER\V�KDYH�PRUH�IUHHGRP�

WR�PDNH�XVH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�WLPH��WR�PRYH�DERXW��DORQH�RU�ZLWK�IULHQGV��DQG�IHZHU�GXWLHV�

WKDQ� JLUOV�� H[FHSW� IRU� WKH� GXW\� WR� ORRN� DIWHU�FRQWURO� WKHLU� VLVWHUV�� 3DUWLFLSDQWV� RIWHQ�

protested at the bluntness and timelessness in the points in Maria’s verbal and written 

summaries and tried to moderate them, pointing out that ‘it was more like that 

before…now things have changed’. One participant said thaW�DOWKRXJK�LW�ZDV�WUXH�WKDW�

\RX�FRXOG�QRW�VSHDN�WR�\RXU�SDUHQWV�DERXW�KDYLQJ�D�ER\IULHQG��\RX�FRXOG�VSHDN�WR�D�

VLVWHU� RU� DQRWKHU� WUXVWHG� UHODWLYH�� VR� WKH� GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH�PRGHOV� ZDV� QRW� DV�

DEVROXWH� DV� WKH�PHQWRU� SUHVHQWHG� LW��:KHQ� SURWHVWV� DJDLQVW� WKH� VWULQJHQW� GLFKRWRP\�

LQFUHDVHG��0DULD�EUXVKed them off rather impatiently: ‘We have to take it in general 



183 
 

terms, not so much details, but generally: they [boys, brothers] are supposed to 

protect girls� �Vi skal ta det litt generelt, ikke så mye detaljer, men generelt: de skal 

beskytte jenter��’��

�

�
Table 6.1. Gender differences in mothers’ ’homelands.  

�

6WUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV�OLNH�WKH�Nå Ut�DQG�,&'3�PHQWRUV�KDYH�D�JDWHNHHSHU�UROH��WKH�

ODUJHU� WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ� WKH�PRGHOV�DUH��RU�SUHVHQWHG�DV�EHLQJ�� WKH�PRUH� WKHLU�

NQRZOHGJH� EHFRPHV� H[FOXVLYH� DQG� WKH�PRUH� WKHLU� VWDWXV� LQFUHDVHV��$V�PRGHO�VWURQJ�

ILJXUHV�� GHILQLQJ� WKH� GLDORJLFDO� VSDFH�� PHQWRUV� FDQ� FRQVWUXFW� WKHPVHOYHV� DV� DOPRVW�

LUUHSODFHDEOH� IRU� PRWKHUV� ZDQWLQJ� WR� EURDGHQ� WKHLU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� SDUHQWLQJ�

practices in the new land, become ‘normal’ and to achieve integration. I find that the 

JDWHNHHSHU� UROH� RI�PLQRULW\�PHQWRUV� OLNH�0DULD� DQG�1DELOD��PRUH� VR� WKDQ�PDMRULW\�

PHQWRUV��EHFRPHV�SDUWLFXODUO\�PRUDOO\�ODGHQ��QRW�RQO\�GR�WKH\�FRQWURO�WKH�PRGHO�WKDW�

counts��EXW�WKLV�DOVR�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�PDGH��RU�DW�OHDVW�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�

PDGH�� WKH� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� MRXUQH\� WKDW� WKH� JURXS� SDUWLFLSDQWV� KDYH�not yet�PDGH��7R�

LOOXVWUDWH� DQG� PDQLIHVW� WKH� GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� SDUWLFLSDQWV�� WKH�

PHQWRUV�WKHPVHOYHV�FRPPRQO\�XVH�WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�FKDQJH�PD\�EH�

GLIILFXOW�EXW�LV�FHUWDLQO\�ERWK�SRVVLEOH�DQG�GHVLUDEOH��7KH\�XVH�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�

parenting practices, and of their children’s achievements, to demonstrate the 

GHVLUDELOLW\�RI�WKLV�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�WKHLU�RZQ�VXFFHVVIXO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�$�WR�

%�� ,Q� WKLV� ZD\�� WKH\� DGYDQFH� D� OLQHDU� DSSURDFK� WR� LQWHJUDWLRQ�� VKRZLQJ� WKDW� WKH\�

WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�EHFRPH�ZHOO�LQWHJUDWHG�� DQG�KDYH� LQWHUQDOLVHG� WKH�PDMRULW\�PRGHOV�

DQG�VRPHZKDW�WXUQHG�WKHP�LQWR�SUDFWLFH�ZKLFK�FRXUVH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�KDYH�QRW�\HW�GRQH��

EXW�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�GR�VR���

%R\V�  

• FDQ�WUDYHO�DORQH�
• EH�RSHQ�ZLWK�KDYLQJ�D�JLUO�IULHQG��
• KDYH�PRUH�VSDUH�WLPH�
• JR�WR�ZRUN��DQG�WKHQ�UHOD[�DW�
KRPH�
ER\V�PHQ�ZRUN�OLWWOH
�

• PXVW�SURWHFW�JLUOV�

*LUOV�

• FDQQRW�WUDYHO�DORQH��QRW�OLYH�DORQH�
• ER\IULHQG�PXVW�EH�VHFUHW�
• KDYH�PRUH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LQ�WKH�
KRPH�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�ROGHU�
EURWKHUV�

• LI�VKH�KDV�D�MRE��ZKHQ�VKH�FRPHV�
KRPH��VKH�PXVW�ZRUN�WKHUH�WRR�
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‘Giving love’ 
'LIIHUHQFHV� LQ� SDUHQWLQJ� VW\OHV� DUH� RIWHQ�� DV� 2FKRFND� DQG� -DQ]HQ� ������� DUJXH��

H[SODLQHG�E\�FXOWXUDO�GLIIHUHQFH��D�FXOWXUDOO\�ELDVHG�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�IDLOV�WR�UHFRJQLVH�

LQGLYLGXDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�DQG�WR�VHSDUDWH�GLVFRXUVH�IURP�SUDFWLFH��:KHQ�PHQWRUV�VSHDN�RI�

‘the Norwegian’ and ‘the Pakistani’ models, differences are�UHFRJQLVHG�DQG�SUHVHQWHG�

as if they are a matter of ‘culture’�UDWKHU�WKDQ��IRU�LQVWDQFH�SHUVRQKRRG�RU�FODVV��7KLV�

FDWHJRULVDWLRQ�� LQ� P\� YLHZ�� PDNHV� FKDQJH� GLIILFXOW� EHFDXVH� WKH� PRGHOV� EHFRPH�

LOOXVWUDWLRQV�RI�ZKDW�SHRSOH�are seen to be, DQG�QRW�WKDQ�ZKDW�WKH\�do��+HQFH��PRWKHUV�

DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR� FKDQJH� –� EXW� WKH\� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� KDYH� WKHLU� DJHQF\� FRQVWUXFWHG� DV�

OLPLWHG� DQG� SUHGHWHUPLQHG� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR� choose between�

SUHGHWHUPLQHG� HQWLWLHV� UDWKHU� WKDQ�merge� DQG�make sense of� D� QXPEHU� RI� GLIIHUHQW�

YDULDEOHV�� +RZHYHU�� DV� +XQGHLGH� ������� GHVFULEHV� WKH� PRGHOV�� WKH� GLIIHUHQFHV�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�PRGHOV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�in terms of self/other relations, not ‘culture’. I 

XQGHUVWDQG�QRWLRQV�RI�SHUVRQKRRG�DV�EHLQJ�PRUH� IXQGDPHQWDO� WKDQ�FXOWXUH�� EXW� DOVR�

PRUH� IOH[LEOH� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� VHOYHV� DUH� DERXW� VKLIWLQJ� HPSKDVLV� DQG� RULHQWDWLRQV��

UDWKHU� WKDQ� D�PDWWHU� RI� D� SUHGHWHUPLQHG� HLWKHU�RU�� 6KLIWV� DUH� SRVVLEOH� DQG� VKRXOG� EH�

XQGHUVWRRG�DV�LQQDWH�WR�KXPDQ�QDWXUH��QRW�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�UDGLFDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ���

5HJXODULW\�HPHUJHV�DV�WKH�PRVW�IXQGDPHQWDO�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GLVFXUVLYH�

PRGHOV��DQG�WKURXJK�PHQWRrs’ interpretation and adaptation of these��,Q�P\�DUJXPHQW��

ZH� QHHG� WR�PRYH� XQGHUQHDWK� UHJXODULW\� DQG� IRFXV� RQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJV� RI� SHUVRQV� LQ�

RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�NLQGV�RI�IXWXUH�RULHQWDWLRQV�PRWKHUV�KDYH�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�

WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WKH�UROH�WKDW�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SOD\V�LQ�WKLV��,�UHWXUQ�WR�WKLV� LQ�WKH�QH[W�

FKDSWHU��ZKHUH�,�FRQWLQXH�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��+HUH�,�UDLVH�WKH�LVVXH�EULHIO\��

VR�DV�WR�ORFDWH�WKH�WZR�PRGHOV�GLVFXVVHG�DERYH�LQ�D�EURDGHU�FRQWH[W�RI�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH�

DQG� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� EDVHG� RQ� GLIIHUHQW� VHOI�RWKHU� UHODWLRQV�� DOVR� EXLOGLQJ� RQ� P\�

WKHRUHWLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�FKDSWHU��2QH�H[DPSOH�LV�WKDW�PRWKHUV�PD\�VSHDN�RI�

‘giving love’, rather than about regulating or drawing limits or boundaries for their 

FKLOGUHQ��,�XQGHUVWDQG�the use of the word ‘love’ to mean ‘care’, but a kind of care that 

HQWDLOV�OLPLWHG�UHJXODWLRQ��DW�OHDVW�IRU�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�FRQVLGHUDEOH�DPRXQWV�

RI�SK\VLFDO�FDUH��5DWKHU��LQ�WKLV�IRUP�RI�JLYLQJ�DQG�UHFHLYLQJ�–�RU�H[FKDQJLQJ�–�ORYH��

WKH�EURDGHU�UHODWLRQDO�GXWLHV�WKDW�DUH�HPEHGGHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�FRQWUDFW�FRPH�WR�

WKH�IRUH���

�
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���������� �
Figure 6.2 ‘Pakistani socialisation model’ and ‘Norwegian socialisation model’  

�

7KH�PRWKHUV� LQ� WKLV�VWXG\�JHQHUDOO\�KDYH�D� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�DSSURDFK� WR�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��

DQG��DV� WKH�FDVH�RI�$DQ\D� LQ� WKH� ILUVW� FKDSWHU�DQG�DV� ,� UHWXUQ� WR� LQ� WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU��

WKH\� FRQVFLRXVO\� VRFLDOLVH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WRZDUGV� EHFRPLQJ� OHVV� LQWHUWZLQHG� LQ�

UHODWLRQDO�GXWLHV�WKDQ�WKH\�DUH�WKHPVHOYHV��‘Pakistanis’�give their children ‘lots of love’�

�‘mye kjærlighet’���RQH�PRWKHU� WHOOV�PH��EHFDXVH� WKH\� LQ� WXUQ�H[SHFW� WR�EH�FDUHG� IRU�

ZKHQ�WKH\�JURZ�ROGHU��&KLOGUHQ�DQG�WRGGOHUV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��DUH�JLYHQ�DQG�DUH�VHHQ�E\�

parents as needing ‘lots of love’, which is presented to me as the oppositH� RI�

regulation��,Q�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VHHQ�WR�QHHG�SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFW�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�

need to have their behaviour directed. I understand ‘giving love’ DV� D� QRQ�OLQHDU�

DSSURDFK�WR�FKLOG�UHDULQJ��XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�D�OLQHDU�DSSURDFK�DV�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�EURXJKW�

XS�IRU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�WR�DFKLHYH�WKHLU�SRWHQWLDO�DV�LQGLYLGXDOV��DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�

ansvar�DV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�for themselves rather than duty towards others. ‘Giving love’ 

LV�FLUFXODU��WKH�ORYH�D�SDUHQW�JLYHV�WR�WKH�FKLOG�VKRXOG�EH�UHFHLYHG�DQG�DSSUHFLDWHG�E\�

WKH� FKLOG�� EHIRUH� LW� LV� UHWXUQHG� DV� D� GXW\� �plikt�� WKURXJK� REHGLHQFH� WKURXJKRXW�

FKLOGKRRG��EXW�DOVR� \HDUV� ODWHU�ZKHQ�DGXOWV�FDUH� IRU� WKHLU�RZQ�SDUHQWV��7R�JLYH� ORYH�

WKXV��LV�DOVR�WR�JLYH�D�JLIW��much in line with Mauss’ theories WKH�WKUHH�REOLJDWLRQV�WKDW�

DUH� LQKHUHQW� WR� JLIW�JLYLQJ�� JLYLQJ�� UHFHLYLQJ� DQG� UHFLSURFDWLQJ� ������ >����@���

3UHVXPDEO\�� WKLV�ZD\� RI� JLYLQJ� ORYH��ZLWK� D� VWURQJ� SDUHQWDO� SUHVHQFH�� VWUDWLILHG� EXW�

ZLWK�OLWWOH�UHJXODWLRQ��LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�SULPH�WKH�FKLOG�WR�UHWXUQ�WKH�JLIW�RI�ORYH�WKDW�KDV�

EHHQ�JLYHQ�E\�WKH�SDUHQWV���

,Q�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��)LJXUHV�����DQG�����LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�WZR�GLVFXUVLYH�PRGHOV�RI�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� 7KH� WZR� WULDQJOH� PRGHOV� LQ� )LJXUH� ���� DUH� SUHVHQWHG� LQ� WKH� ,&'3�

FRXUVHV�� ,� KDYH� FRQVWUXFWHG� WKH� FLUFXODU� PRGHO� LQ� )LJXUH� ��2 based on mothers’ 

give 
care 

receive 
care 

return 
care 

regulation independence  care for self 
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SUDFWLFHV�DQG�YHUEDO�VWDWHPHQWV�LQ�DQG�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVHV��7KH�OLQHDU�PRGHO�,�

KDYH�FRQVWUXFWHG�LV�EDVHG�RQ�PHQWRU�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDW�VWDWHPHQWV�DW�,&'3��RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV� DQG� WKH� 3&+6�� 7KHVH� PRGHOV� DUH�� LQ� RWKHU� ZRUGV�� HPLF�� FRQVWUXFWHG�

from ‘repeated, identical statements from diverse actors and groups of actors’ �5\VVW�

+HLOPDQQ�� ����E������� ,Q� SDUWLFXODU�� ,� ILQG� WKDW� WKH� SRHP� UHDG�E\�/LVD� �VHH� DERYH��

HQFRPSDVVHV�WKH�W\SH�RI�OLQHDULW\�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�WKDW�,�KDYH�VRXJKW�

WR� LOOXVWUDWH�LQ� WKHVH�PRGHOV��7KH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�FLUFXODU� LOOXVWUDWLRQ�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�

WKH� WULDQJOH� PRGHO� LV� WKDW� WKH� FLUFXODU� LOOXVWUDWLRQ� WDNHV� LQWR� DFFRXQW� WKH� EURDGHU�

FRQWH[W�RI�UHFLSURFLW\�ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�WDNHV�SODFH��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�PRGHO�

LV� DOVR� DQ� LOOXVWUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� GXWLHV� WKDW� OD\� ZLWKLQ� WKH� JHQHUDWLRQ� FRQWUDFW� PRUH�

EURDGO\��:KLOH� WKH� LOOXVWUDWLRQV� LQ� ILJXUH����� LQGLFDWH�PRUH� IXQGDPHQWDO�HOHPHQWV� LQ�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� DQG� QRW� PHUHO\� WKH� OHYHO� RI� UHJXODWLRQ� WKDW� LV� LPSOHPHQWHG�� KRZ� DQG�

ZKHQ�� WKHVH� PXVW� QRW� EH� XQGHUVWRRG� DV� UHSODFLQJ�� EXW� UDWKHU� WR� FRPSOHPHQW�� WKH�

WULDQJXODU�PRGHOV���

�

Civilizing (m)others 
2QH� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� HPSOR\HH� WHOOV� PH� RI� 5XELQD�� ZKRP� ,� DOVR� NQRZ� WKURXJK�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� QHWZRUNV� LQ� WKH� QHLJKERXUKRRG. Rubina’s three�\HDU�ROG�

GDXJKWHU�LV�YHU\�DWWDFKHG�WR�KHU�PRWKHU��DQG�5XELQD�LV�DWWDFKHG�WR�KHU��+HU�GDXJKWHU�

QHYHU�YHQWXUHV�IDU�IURP�5XELQD��DOZD\V�ZLWKLQ�UHDFK��LPPHGLDWHO\�IROORZLQJ�5XELQD�

LI�VKH�JHWV�XS�IURP�WKH�FKDLU�RU�FKDQJHV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�SDUWQHU��– A bit too symbiotic��

the kindergarten teacher described their relationship to me. Rubina’s two sons 

KRZHYHU�� DUH�NQRZQ� WR� UXPPDJH�DURXQG� LQ� WKH� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� JRLQJ�RXWVLGH�ZLWKRXW�

DVNLQJ�IRU�SHUPLVVLRQ�ILUVW��- A bit (too) autonomous [selvgående, lit. moving around 

by themselves]��WKH�VDPH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WHDFKHU�WHOOV�PH��7KH�JLUO��LQ�WKLV�VHQVH��LV�VHHQ�

DV�too�GHSHQGHQW�DQG�too UHODWLRQDO��too�FORVHO\�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKHLU�PRWKHU��ZKHUHDV�WKH�

ER\V� DUH too� DXWRQRPRXV�� ,Q� D� VHQVH�� 5XELQD� LV� LQ� D� ORVH–lose or ‘doXEOH�bind’ 

VLWXDWLRQ��%DWHVRQ�������>����@���ZKHUH�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VHHQ�WR�EH�ERWK�WRR�PXFK�RI�

WKH�RQH�DQG�RI�WKH�RWKHU��DQG�ZKHUH�5XELQD�KDV�OLPLWHG�DJHQF\�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�

LQIOXHQFLQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�SURMHFWHG�RQ�KHU���

,&'3�DQG�1n�8W�FRXUVHV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�VWUXFWXUHG�VLWHV�RI�institutional 

nationalism� �%ULQN� /DUVHQ� ������ LQ� 5XJNnVD�� ����������� $W� ,&'3�� SDUHQWLQJ� LV�

SUHVHQWHG�DV�D�WHFKQLFDO�VNLOO�WKDW�FDQ�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�OHDUQW��%HUU\�����������VHH�DOVR�
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-HQVHQ�� �����, as a way to ensure that a ‘linHDU�development story’ is DWWDLQHG�

�-D\VDQH�'DUU�� ���������. Norbert Elias developed the concept of ‘the civilizing 

process’ to explain the pacification of European societies over the last 400 years. 

Elias’ work is complex and controversial �*LOOLDP� 	� *XOO¡Y�� ����E�� DQG� ,� ZRQ’W�

GLVFXVV�LW�LQ�JUHDW�GHWDLO�KHUH��EXW�,�ILQG�LW�XVHIXO�WR�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�

FLYLOL]LQJ� WKDW� LGHQWLILHV� ZD\V� RI� EHKDYLQJ� DQG�PDNLQJ� QRUPV� WKDW� LQYROYHV� VHWWLQJ�

VWDQGDUGV� DQG� VHSDUDWLQJ� SHRSOH� �*LOOLDP� 	� *XOO¡Y�� ����D������ ZLWK� YDOXDWLRQV��

MXGJHPHQWV�DQG�UDQNLQJ��VHH�5RVH����������

,Q� WKH� FRXUVHV� ,� KDYH� DWWHQGHG�� WKHUH� LV� D� VWURQJ� LGHRORJLFDO� SUHVHQFH�ZKHUH�

PRWKHUV�DUH�HYDOXDWHG�DQG�PHDVXUHG��DQG�IRXQG�ZDQWLQJ��ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�GRPLQDQW�

ideas of ‘normality’. Norwegian�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV�� ZKR� LQ� WKH� ,&'3� FRXUVHV� DUH�

constructed as ‘deviant’ in relation to WKH� GRPLQDQW� Norwegian ‘normality’, are 

H[SHFWHG� WR� DGDSW� WR� D� OLQHDU� VWRU\� DQG� WUDQVIRUP� WKHLU� VRFLDO� SUDFWLFHV� WR� ILW� LQWR� D�

‘modern individual’ model of socialisation. TKURXJK� WKHVH� GLDORJXHV�� PRWKHUV� DUH�

WUHDWHG� DV� LQGLYLGXDOV�� DV� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� WUDQVIRUP� LV� SODFHG� XSRQ� WKHP� DORQH��

HYHQ� WKRXJK�PHQWRUV� DW� VRPH� OHYHO� UHFRJQLVH� WKDW� WKHVH�PRWKHUV�PD\�QRW� EH� LQ� IXOO�

FKDUJH� RI� WKHLU� SDUHQWLQJ� DV� WKH\� DUH� HPEHGGHG� LQ� ODUJHU� FROOHFWLYH� VWUXFWXUHV�� )RU�

)RXFDXOW�� VRFLDO� GLDORJXH� LV� QRW� HVVHQWLDOO\� H[WHUQDO� WR� GRPLQDWLRQ� –� LW� HPHUJHV�

SUHFLVHO\�RXW�RI�GLDORJXHV�DQG�LQWHUSOD\V��)DO]RQ�������������

0\�DQDO\VLV�WKXV�IDU��HYHQ�WKRXJK�,�KDYH�QRW�GLVFXVVHG�)RXFDXOW’V�WKHRULHV��KDV�

WHQGHG� WRZDUGV� D� )RXFDXOGLDQ� DSSURDFK� KLJKOLJKWLQJ� JRYHUQDQFH� WKURXJK� WKH�

LPEDODQFHV�RI�SRZHU�LQ�WKH�GLDORJLFDO�VSDFH��,W�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�QRW�EH�ZURQJ�WR�OHDYH�

WKH�DQDO\VLV�DW�WKLV��EXW�WKHUH�LV�DQRWKHU�GLPHQVLRQ�,�ZLVK�WR�KLJKOLJKW��WKDW�RI�PLJUDQW�

PRWKHUV� XVLQJ� WKH� GLFKRWRPRXV� DSSURDFK� IURP� PHQWRUV� DV� D� UHVRXUFH� LQ� WKHLU� RZQ�

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� SDWK� DV� D� PRWLYDWLRQ� DQG� RULHQWDWLRQ� WRZDUGV� VKLIWV� LQ� WKHLU�

socialisation practice and through that and with time, their children’s futures. �

7KH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�RQH�UHJLPH�RI�WUXWKV�RU�DXWKRULWDWLYH�NQRZOHGJH�OHDGV�WR�

the exclusion of other sets of truths, and encompasses relations between ‘webs of 

representations’ such as words, tables, images, ‘that constitute a particular body of 

NQRZOHGJH�DQG�WKH�SUDFWLFHV�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�

ZKLFK�SKHQRPHQD�DUH�UHQGHUHG�YLVLEOH��IDFWV�DUH�SURGXFHG��DQG�DWWHPSWV�DUH�PDGH�WR�

realize theories’ �5RVH�������[LY���+HUH��GLIIHUHQFH�WUXPSV�VLPLODULW\�DQG�GLFKRWRPLHV�
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WUXPSV�FRQWLQXXPV��,Q�KHU�VWXG\�RI�D kvalifiseringstiltak�(lit: ‘qualifying measures’)����

IRU� PLQRULW\� ZRPHQ� LQ� 1RUZD\�� 0DULDQQH� 5XJNnVD� ������� H[SORUHV� WKH� ZD\V� LQ�

ZKLFK�PLQRULW\�ZRPHQ�DUH�FDWHJRULVHG�E\�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV��DQG�GLFKRWRPLVHG�

DV�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�GHYLDQW�IURP�WKH�PDMRULW\�SRSXODWLRQ��7KURXJK�FLYLOLVDWLRQ�SURFHVVHV��

people are ‘tamed’ and moulded into good citizens, as she argues ������������

UHIHUULQJ� WR� 6FRWW� ������. As Rugkåsa further points out, ‘agreeing to the welfare 

state’s dominant norms and values is necessary for a perVRQ� WR� EH� FRQVLGHUHG�

‘integrated’ into the national society, and this requires a normality which enforces 

homogeneity’ �����������P\�WUDQVODWLRQ����7KLV�KRPRJHQHLW\�PXVW��DV�,�KDYH�DUJXHG��

EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�GLVFRXUVH��QRW�SUDFWLFH��DQG�IXUWKHU�QRW�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW� LV�VKDUHG�

E\� DOO� PHPEHUV� RI� D� VRFLDO� JURXS� �'
$QGUDGH�� ���������� or as a ‘more or less 

consistent pattern of thought and action’ �%HQHGLFW�������������

)RU� *HHUW]�� FXOWXUDO� SDWWHUQV�� XQOLNH� JHQHV� DQG� QRQ�V\PEROLF� LQIRUPDWLRQ�

VRXUFHV�� FDUU\� ZLWKLQ� WKHP� D� WZR�VLGHGQHVV�� JLYLQJ� PHDQLQJ� WR� SV\FKRORJLFDO� DQG�

social reality ‘both by shaping themselves to it and by shaping it to themselves’ ������

>����@����. Thus, they become ‘not only models of what they (we) believe, but also 

PRGHOV�IRU�WKH�EHOLHYLQJ�RI�it’ �*HHUW]�������>����@�������+HQFH��WKH�PDS�DQG�WHUUDLQ�

FRPH� WR� UHLI\� HDFK� RWKHU��ZKHUH� WKH�PDS� ERWK� VKDSHV� DQG� LV� VKDSHG� E\� WKH� WHUUDLQ��

5XJNnVD� XQGHUVWDQGV� FDWHJRULVDWLRQ� DV� ERWK� PLUURULQJ� DQG� PRXOGLQJ� D� SDUWLFXODU�

VRFLDO�RUGHU������������+HQFH��WKHVH�FDWHJRULHV�EHFRPH�ERWK�models of�ZKR�PLQRULW\�

ZRPHQ�are�� DQG� D�model for�ZKDW� WKH\� DUH� WR�become,� DQG� WKXV� VHUYH� WR� OHJLWLPLVH�

VWUHHW�level bureaucrats’ actions �5XJNnVD�������������:KHQ�PRWKHUV�DUH�FRQVWUXFWHG�

as ‘others’, as a ‘problem’ to be ‘managed’� E\� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV� LQ� WKH� ,&'3�

FRXUVHV�� PHQWRUV� MXVWLI\� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV� D� QHHG� IRU� PRWKHUV� WR� EH� UH�VRFLDOLVHG�

�5XJNnVD�� ������ RU� FLYLOLVHG� �(OLDV�� ����>����@�� (QJHEULJWVHQ�� ������ *LOOLDP� 	�

*XOO¡Y������E��VHH�DOVR�6DLG��������to become like ‘us’. �

7KH�DUJXPHQWV�SUHVHQWHG�WKXV�IDU�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�DUH�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKRVH�

PDGH� E\� 5XJNnVD�� DQG� ,� DP� QRW� RSSRVHG� WR� WKHVH�� +RZHYHU�� ,� ZLVK� WR� PDNH� DQ�

DGGLWLRQDO� SRLQW�� WKDW� WKLV� FDWHJRULVDWLRQ� DQG�RWKHULQJ� FDQ� DOVR� EH� SRVLWLYH� IRU� VRPH�

                                                           
����,Q� WKHVH�PHDVXUHV��1$9�DVVLVWV� SHRSOH� LQ� HQWHULQJ� WKH� HPSOR\PHQW�PDUNHW��7KLV� LV� GRQH� WKURXJK�
DVVLVWLQJ� WKHP� LQ� FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�ZLWK� D� SRWHQWLDO� HPSOR\HU�� DQG�SURYLGLQJ� DVVLVWDQFH� DQG� IROORZ� XS�
ZKLFK�SHRSOH�DUH�LQ�WKLV�WHPSRUDU\�HPSOR\PHQW��ZLWK�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�IURP�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�XQWLO�WZR�\HDUV��
7KH� HPSOR\HU� JHWV� ���� RI� WKH� VDODU\� UHIXQGHG� E\� 1$9��
KWWSV���ZZZ�QDY�QR�QR�3HUVRQ�$UEHLG�2SSIROJLQJ�RJ�WLOWDN�IRU��&��$��NRPPH�L�MREE�7LOWDN�IR
U�D�NRPPH�L�MREE�5HODWHUW�LQQKROG�.YDOLILVHULQJ�L�DUEHLGVPDUNHGVEHGULIW�����FPV�FKDSWHU���
DFFHVVHG����������



189 
 

PRWKHUV�� FUHDWLQJ� D� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� PRPHQWXP�� ,Q� P\� H[SHULHQFH�� PDQ\� PLJUDQW�

mothers aspire to become more ‘similar’ to the majority population when it comes to 

FHUWDLQ� DVSHFWV� RI� WKHLU� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFH� DQG� DLPV� ZLWK� WKLV�� EXW� QHHG� QHZ�

NQRZOHGJH� LQ� RUGHU� WR� NQRZ� how� WR� GR� WKLV�� +HQFH�� SDUDGR[LFDOO\�� WKLV� VWURQJ�

LQHTXDOLW\� EHWZHHQ� WKH�PRGHOV� DQG� WKH� EOXUULQJ� RI� GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ�PRGHOV� DQG�

SUDFWLFH�FDQ�DOVR�EH�D�VRXUFH�RI�VWUHQJWK�IRU�PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV��/HW�XV�WDNH�WKH�FDVH�RI�

-DYHULD�DQG�KHU�KRPHZRUN��

�

Javeria’s homework  
‘What are the differences and similarities between Pakistani and Norwegian child-

rearing?’�7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�DVNHG�LQ�D�ZULWWHQ�DVVLJQPHQW�JLYHQ�DERXW�KDOIZD\�WKURXJK�

WKH� ,&'3�FRXUVH��7KH� ,&'3�FRXUVH� LV�YROXQWDU\�DQG�GLDORJLFDO��EXW�SDUHQWV�DUH�DOVR�

H[SHFted to do ‘homework’, sometimes written and to be handed in (although not 

DOZD\V� UHWXUQHG��� RWKHU� WLPHV�SUDFWLFDO��ZKHUH�SDUWLFLSDQWV� DUH� WR� WU\�RXW�PHWKRGV� DW�

KRPH�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�OHDUQW�DW�WKH�FRXUVH��DQG�ZKHUH�WKHVH�H[SHULHQFHV�DUH�XVHG�DV�WKH�

SRLQW�RI�GHSDUWXUH�IRU�GLVFXVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�VHVVLRQ��-DYHULD��RQH�RI�IHZ�SDUWLFLSDQWV�

ZKR�IUHTXHQWO\�FRPSOHWHG� WKH�ZULWWHQ�KRPHZRUN��KDQGHG� LQ� WKH�IROORZLQJ�H[WHQVLYH�

DQVZHU�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�‘1RUZHJLDQ’�DQG�‘3DNLVWDQL’�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�SUDFWLFHV��

��

I try to raise my children according to Norwegian culture. Child-rearing in Norway 

and my home country are very different. Many things are not the same. 

1. Norwegians set boundaries for their children when they are small.  

2. They [Norwegians] are calm and patient with the children.  

3. Violence and bullying is not allowed in Norwegian culture.  

4. They [Norwegian parents] are friends with their children.  

5. Both parents are responsible for the children. If, for example, mum is working 

early, and dad the late shift, it is the father’s responsibility to take the children 

to kindergarten or school. Or to the doctor or something else.  

6. If the children don’t listen, they [the parents] talk to their children. No stress.  

7. They say that the children can have sweets [only] on Saturdays or Sundays. 

That is a rule.  

8. In Norway, boys and girls are brought up in the same way.  

�
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Here, I discuss Javeria’s transformative ambitions as I understand them from this 

DVVLJQPHQW�� ,Q� WKH� QH[W� FKDSWHU� ,� UHWXUQ� WR� -DYHULD�� ZLWK� DQ� H[DPSOH� RI� KHU� DFWXDO�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFH��ZKHUH�LW�ZLOO�EHFRPH�HYLGHQW�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�VKH�KDV�FOHDU�LGHDOV�

and ambitions for her practice and how these correspond to ‘Norwegian practice’. 

5HWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�DVVLJQPHQW��,�XQGHUVWDQG�KHU�DGRSWLRQ�RI�D�GLFKRWRPRXV�SHUVSHFWLYH�

DV�D�VWUDWHJ\�WR�SRVLWLRQ�KHU�DPELWLRQV�FORVHO\�WR�WKH�GRPLQDQW�1RUZHJLDQ�PRGHO��

-DYHULD� KDV� DVNHG� VWDII� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� DQG� DW� WKH� )DPLO\� &HQWUH� IRU�

DVVLVWDQFH� LQ� VRFLDOLVLQJ� KHU� WZR� VRQV�� DQG� QRZ�� IROORZLQJ� WKHLU� DGYLFH�� DWWHQGV� WKH�

,&'3� FRXUVH�� -DYHULD� H[SHULHQces her children’s easy adaptation to life� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�

DORQJVLGH�WKH�GLIILFXOWLHV�LQ�DGDSWDWLRQ�LQ�1RUZD\�DV�D�GLOHPPD��3UREDEO\��DOWKRXJK�,�

KDYH�QRW�VSRNHQ�WR�-DYHULD�DERXW�WKLV��KHU�DPELWLRQV�WR�VKLIW�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV�WR�

PDNH�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�ILW�LQWR�WKH�JHQHUDO�1RUZHJLDQ�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W�PD\�EH�VSXUUHG�E\�WKH�

FKDOOHQJHV�VKH�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�ILWWLQJ�LQWR�VRFLDO�DQG�ZRUN�OLIH�LQ�1RUZD\��ZLWKRXW�HYHU�

KDG�D�SDLG� MRE��GHVSLWH�VHQGLQJ�QXPHURXV� MRE�DSSOLFDWLRQV��$V�D�ZD\� WR�SUHYHQW�KHU�

VRQV� IURP�KDYLQJ� VLPLODU� H[SHULHQFHV�� KHU� VROXWLRQ� WR� WKLV� LV� WR� FKDQJH� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�

ZKLFK�VKH�VRFLDOLVHV�WKHP���

:KHQ�-DYHULD�ZULWHV��DQG�DV�VKH�KDV�WROG�PH�VHYHUDO�WLPHV��WKDW�VKH�LV�EULQJLQJ�

up her children ‘according to Norwegian culture’�� WKLV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�DW� OHDVW�

WZR� ZD\V�� )LUVWO\�� DV� KDYLQJ� LQWHUQDOLVHG� WKH� GRPLQDQW� GLVFRXUVH� –� DV� LW� LV�

FRPPXQLFDWHG�E\�PHQWRUV���DQG�WKXV�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�JRYHUQ�KHUVHOI�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKLV��DV�

)RXFDXOW� PD\� KDYH� DUJXHG�� VHFRQGO\�� DV� KDYLQJ� KDYH� RSWHG� IRU� WKH� SDWK� RI� OHVV�

UHVLVWDQFH��9LNH��������ZKLFK�LV�WR�DJUHH�ZLWK�DQG�UHSURGXFH�WKH�PRGHOV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�

WKH�FRXUVH� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WR� UHVLVW� WKHVH��EXW�ZLWKRXW� OHWWLQJ� WKHVH� LPSDFW�RQ�KHU� DFWXDO�

SUDFWLFHV� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH� FRXUVH�� 3UREDEO\�� WKHUH� LV� VRPH� WUXWK� LQ� ERWK� RI� WKHVH�

H[SODQDWLRQV��

+RZHYHU�� KHUH� ,� DUJXH� IRU� D� WKLUG� UHDVRQ�� WKDW� -DYHULD� DW� D�PHQWDO� OHYHO� KDV�

LQWHUQDOLVHG�WKH�PRGHOV�WKDW�VKH�KDV�OHDUQW�LQ�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVH�DQG�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�

DQG� XQGHUVWDQG� WKHVH� WR� EH� UHDO� �as if� PRGHOV��� JHQXLQHO\� DLPLQJ� WR� VKLIW� KHU�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV� IUom a ‘traditional collectivLVWLF’ to a ‘modern individualLVWLF’ 

SUDFWLFH�� ,Q� IRFXVLQJ� KHU� KRPHZRUN�RQ� KHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�PRGHO��

DQG� QRW� WKH� GLIIHUHQFHV� DQG� VLPLODULWLHV� EHWZHHQ� WKH� PRGHOV� �DV� VWLSXODWHG� LQ� WKH�

DVVLJQPHQW�� -DYHULD� VKRZV� WKH�PHQWRU� WKDW� VKH� LV�ZLOOLQJ� DQG�PRWLYDWHG� WR� VRFLDOLVH�

KHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EHFRPH�JRRG�FLWL]HQV�DQG�YDOXHG�DGXOWV�LQ�1RUZHJLDQ�VRFLHW\�–�DV�VKH�

LQGHHG�LV��7KLV�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�WKUHH�LQWURGXFWRU\�VHQWHQFHV�SULRU�WR�WKH�
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HLJKW�SRLQW� OLVW��ZKHUH�VKH�UHDVVXUHV�–�DV� ,�UHDG�LW�–�ERWK�KHUVHOI�DQG�WKH�PHQWRU�WKDW�

she is motivated to raise her children according to ‘Norwegian culture’��+RZHYHU��VKH�

LV�QRW�PHUHO\�VHHNLQJ�WR�LPSUHVV�WKH�PHQWRU��EXW�DOVR��DV�,�XQGHUVWDQG�KHU��LV�PDNLQJ�

WKH�‘1RUZHJLDQ�PRGHO’�FOHDU�WR�KHUVHOI��DV�D�GHVLUHG�JRDO���

,� ILQG� LW� VWULNLQJ� WKDW� -DYHULD� SUHVHQWV� RQO\� ZKDW� VKH� XQGHUVWDQGV� DV� WKH�

1RUZHJLDQ�PRGHO��DQG�VROHO\�LQ�D�SRVLWLYH�OLJKW��UDWKHU�WKDQ�SURYLGLQJ�D�FRPSDULVRQ�

EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR� PRGHOV�� 6KH� SUHVHQWV� 1RUZHJLDQ� FKLOG�UHDULQJ� DV� EDVHG� RQ�

V\PPHWULFDO� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV� DPRQJ� SDUHQWV� �‘both parents are responsible for the 

children’��DQG�DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ��‘boys and girls are raised in the same way’���DQG�DV�

QRQ�KLHUDUFKLFDO� DQG� FRQYHUVDWLRQDO� �‘if the children don’t listen, they talk to their 

children’���$OVR� VKH�XVHV� WHUPV� OLNH� friends��calm and patient� DQG�no stress,� IXUWKHU�

KLJKOLJKWLQJ� WKH� FRQVHQVXV�EDVHG� HOHPHQW� VKH� VHHV� LQ� WKH�PRGHO�� -DYHULD� EULQJV� XS�

SRVLWLYH� DVSHFWV� RI� UHJXODWLRQ� �‘Norwegians set boundaries for their children when 

they are small’�� DQG� H[HPSOLILHV�ZLWK� VZHHWV� EHLQJ� DOORZHG� RQO\� RQ� 6DWXUGD\V� DQG�

6XQGD\V��,QGHHG��VKH�KDV�D�GHWDLOHG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�1RUZHJLDQ�PRGHO��

DV�LW�LV�LQWHUSUHWHG�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWHG�E\�PHQWRUV���

+HQFH�� Javeria is a ‘good student’ in WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� VKH� UHSURGXFHV� WKH�

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI� WKH�‘PRGHUQ�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF’�PRGHO�DV� LW� LV�SUHVHQWHG�E\�PHQWRUV�DW�

WKH�,&'3�FRXUVH��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��VKH�DQVZHUV�WKH�KRPHZRUN�DV�LI�VKH�LV�EHLQJ�WHVWHG�RQ�

NQRZOHGJH�DQG�RQ�KRZ�ZHOO�VKH�NQRZV�‘WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�PRGHO’.�Javeria’s choices of 

HPSKDVLV��ZRUGLQJ�DQG�SKUDVHRORJ\�PD\�UHIOHFW�KHU�UDWKHU�OLPLWHG�ODQJXDJH�VNLOOV��VKH�

ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�1RUZD\��EXW�PXFK�RI�KHU�VFKRROLQJ�ZDV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�EHIRUH�VKH�UHWXUQHG�WR�

1RUZD\� LQ� KHU� HDUO\� WHHQV��� <HW�� ,� NQRZ� -DYHULD� WR� EH� JHQXLQHO\� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW�

FKDQJLQJ�KHU�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFH�WR�PDWFK�WKH�DPELWLRQV�VKH�KDV�IRU�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�

LQGHHG�IRU�KHUVHOI��%\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�PRGHOV��-DYHULD�UHPDLQV�IRFXVHG�RQ�KHU�DLPV�DV�

WR�ZKHUH�VKH�LV�JRLQJ��DQG�QRW�ZKHUH�VKH�KDV�FRPH�IURP���

7DEOH� ���� SUHVHQWV� D� V\VWHPDWLVDWLRQ� RI� WKH� PRVW� IUHTXHQWO\� PHQWLRQHG�

VLPLODULWLHV� DQG� GLIIHUHQFHV� –� ERWK� DPRQJ� SDUHQWV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� �� EHWZHHQ�

‘3DNLVWDQL’� DQG� ‘1RUZHJLDQ’� FKLOG�UHDULQJ� LQ� WKH� ,&'3� FRXUVH� DQG� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�

DUHQDV�,�KDYH�DWWHQGHG��$V�PHQWLRQHG��WKHUH�LV�JHQHUDO�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�WKLV�GLYLVLRQ�LQWR�

LGHDO� W\SHV� DPRQJ� FRXUVH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� DQG� RWKHU� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� ,� NQRZ�� DV�

WKHUH� LV� DPRQJ� PHQWRUV�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� WKH� ERXQGDU\� EHWZHHQ� GLVFXUVLYH� DQG� HPLF�

PRGHOV�LV�QRW�IL[HG�DQG�FRKHUHQW��5DWKHU��H[SHULHQFH��DPELWLRQ�DQG�SHUVRQDO�GLVFUHWLRQ�

DV�ZHOO�DV�WKHVH�GLVFXUVLYH�PRGHOV�IRUP�WKH�PRGHOV�WKDW�PHQWRUV�FRPPXQLFDWH��$JDLQ��
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WKHVH�PRGHOV�PXVW� QRW� EH� FRQIXVHG�ZLWK� DFWXDO� SUDFWLFH�� ZKLFK� LV� PRUH� YDULHG� DQG�

DPELJXRXV� WKDQ� ZKDW� �UH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV� RI� LW� WHQG� WR� EH�� DV� ,� UHWXUQ� WR� LQ� WKH� QH[W�

FKDSWHU���

�

7RSLF�� 3UDFWLFH�� ‘Norwegian’ � ‘Pakistani’ �

6RFLDO�VWUXFWXUH��

DGXOW�FKLOG�

LQWHUDFWLRQV��

‘development’�

3K\VLFDO�DQG�YHUEDO�� +RUL]RQWDO��

6WUXFWXUHG�

$FWLYH�WHDFKLQJ�

9HUWLFDO��

)OXLG��

/HDUQLQJ�DW�RZQ�SDFH�

5HJXODWLRQ� %RXQGDULHV�� Introduced ‘early’� Introduced ‘late’ �

,QWHUSHUVRQDO�

UHODWLRQV��RUDO���

'LDORJXH� &RQYHUVDWLRQDO�

+RUL]RQWDO�UHODWLRQ�

EHWZHHQ�DGXOWV�DQG�

FKLOGUHQ��

)XQFWLRQDO��

+LHUDUFKLFDO�UHODWLRQ�

EHWZHHQ�DGXOWV�DQG�

FKLOGUHQ��

,QWHUSHUVRQDO�

UHODWLRQV��

�SK\VLFDO��

6OHHSLQJ��HDWLQJ��

SOD\LQJ�

6HSDUDWH�VOHHSLQJ��

)HHGLQJ�RQHVHOI�

3OD\LQJ�DORQH�RQ�WKH�

IORRU�

&R�VOHHSLQJ�

%HLQJ�IHG��

%HLQJ�FDUULHG��RU�VLWWLQJ�

RQ�ODS�

Table 6.2 Systematisation of frequently mentioned differences in ‘Norwegian’ and 

‘Pakistani’ socialisation 

�

Intoxicating ‘otherness’? 
,�NQRZ�IURP�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WKDW�D�QXPEHU�RI�IHOORZ�SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�

consider Javeria’s boys to be misbehaved, and that she lacks control of them, as she, 

LQ�WKHLU�RSLQLRQ��GRHV�QRW�UHJXODWH�WKHLU�DFWLRQV�VXIILFLHQWO\�RU�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\��+HU�WZR�

ER\V� GRHV� LQ� IDFW� RIWHQ� UXPPDJH� around and interfere in other children’s play, for 

LQVWDQFH��JUDEELQJ�WR\V�RXW�RI�WKHLU�KDQGV�RU�NQRFNLQJ�GRZQ�FDVWOHV�PDGH�RI�EXLOGLQJ�

EORFNV��-DYHULD�GRHV�OLWWOH�WR�LQWHUYHQH��ZKLFK�WKH�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�H[SHFW�KHU�WR�GR�LQ�WKLV�

FRPPXQDO�VSDFH��VHH�&KDSWHU������2QH�PRWKHU�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WROG�PH�WKDW�

KHU�RQH�\HDU�old son had been hit by one of Javeria’s boys: ‘Had that been my child 

hitting a baby, I would have at least talked to the child and explained to him that 

hitting is not allowed because it hurts’.� -DYHULD� NQRZV� WKDW� RWKHUV� FRQVLGHU� KHU�

FKLOGUHQ� WR� EH� PLVEHKDYHG. Further, she too identifies challenges in her children’s 
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DGDSWDWLRQ� LQWR� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ� VRFLDO� FRQWH[W�� ,Q�3DNLVWDQ�� she says, they are ‘much 

calmer’, which motivates her towards shifting her socialisation practice in Norway��

but not without a certain sadness that her children’s positive and calm behaviour does 

QRW�FRPH�WR�WKH�IRUH�KHUH����

,Q� RUGHU� WR� PDNH� D� FHUWDLQ� PRGHl ‘count’ more than others, street�OHYHO�

EXUHDXFUDWV� GHSHQG� RQ� JURXS� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� DQG� ODEHOOLQJ�� ZKLFK� WKH\� GR� LQ� WKH�

SDUWLFXODU� GLDORJLFDO� VSDFH� WKH\� HVWDEOLVK�� /DEHOOLQJ�� DV� &LQG\� +RUVW� ZULWHV� RI�

refugees, ‘serves to confine people’s agency by placing constraints on [refugees’] 

attempts to utilize their own strengths’ �����������/LNHZLVH��(ZLQJ�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�WKH�

PRGHUQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�GLFKRWRP\�PDNHV�LW�GLIILFXOW�IRU�PLJUDQWV�WR�UHVLVW�WKH�XQGHVLUDEOH�

SRVLWLRQV� WKH\� DUH� FDVW� LQWR� ����������� 7KURXJK� WKHVH� FDWHJRULVDWLRQV�� PLJUDQWV�

become ‘fixed’ as a group, and are expected to think and act in ways considered 

DSSURSULDWH�E\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKLV�JURXS��7KLV�FHPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�MX[WDSRVLWLRQ�PD\�PDNH�

FKDQJH�GLIILFXOW��DQG�\HW�DOVR�GHVLUDEOH���

‘Otherness’ can be ‘a resilient and intoxicating site of power and desire’ 

�0RRUH�����D�LQ�0RRUH������������DQG�WKXV�D�SRZHUIXO�WRRO�LQ�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�FODVVHV�

ZKHUH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�WKHLU�XVXDO�VHW�RI�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV��DQG�LQWR�D�VHWWLQJ�

ZKHUH� WKH\� FDQ� IRUP� QHZ� ERQGV�� LGHQWLWLHV� DQG� DVSLUDWLRQV� ������������� +HQULHWWD�

0RRUH� UHPLQGV� XV� WKDW� VXEMHFWLILFDWLRQ�� WKH� SURFHVV� RI� EHFRPLQJ� D� VXEMHFW�� LV� QHYHU�

FRPSOHWH� ���������. While the construction of ‘others’ certainly is a form of 

VXEMHFWLILFDWLRQ� RI� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV�� WKHVH� PRWKHUV� PD\� DOVR� WXUQ� WKLV� SURFHVV�

DURXQG��XVLQJ� LW� DV�D� WRRO� LQ� WKHLU�RZQ�VHOI�VW\OLVDWLRQ�–� DV� -DYHULD�GRHV� WKURXJK�KHU�

KRPHZRUN��)RXFDXOW�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKLV�FUHDWLYH�SURFHVV�RI�VHOI�VW\OLVDWLRQ�DV�D�IRUP�RI�

UHVLVWDQFH�WHFKQLTXH��������VHH�DOVR�0RRUH����������

+RZHYHU��ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV� ,� NQRZ�� ,� GR� QRW�

XQGHUVWDQG� WKLV� NLQG� RI� VHOI�VW\OLVDWLRQ� VROHO\� DV� D� IRUP� RI� UHVLVWDQFH�� 5DWKHU�� VHOI�

VW\OLVDWLRQ�PD\�EH�D�ZD\�IRU�PRWKHUV�WR�JHW�DKHDG�and take control of the ‘inevitable’ 

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�SURFHVVHV�WKH\�KDYH�WR�XQGHUJo in order to become ‘civilized’, to ‘take 

oneself as object of a complex and difficult elaboration’ and to ‘make one’s own 

history, fabricate history, as if through fiction’ �)RXFDXOW�� ������� 7KXV�� ZKLOH�

‘othering’ is cHUWDLQO\� D� SRZHUIXO� WRRO� LQ�JRYHUQLQJ� �WRZDUGV�� QRUPDOLW\�� MX[WDSRVHG�

GLIIHUHQFH�FDQ�DOVR�EH�D�VRXUFH�RI�FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�D�FDWDO\VW�IRU�FKDQJH��LI�PRWKHUV�XVH�

WKHVH�PRGHOV� DV� RULHQWDWLRQV� IRU� VHWWLQJ� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�ZKHHOV� LQ�PRWLRQ� WRZDUGV� D�

GHVLUHG�IXWXUH���
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<HW�� Whe argument that otherness can be ‘intoxicating’ is also problematic, 

because often being constructed as ‘other’, ‘deviant’ and ‘at fault’ is anything but 

LQWR[LFDWLQJ��LW�LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�DQ�H[HUFLVH�RI�SRZHU�DQG�FRQWURO��,�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�GLVFXVV�

P\� XQILQLVKHG� LGHDV� ZLWK� 6RQLD�� 2QFH�� ZKHQ� ,� PHQWLRQHG� WKH� WULDQJOH� PRGHOV�� VKH�

EHFDPH�WHQVH�DQG�LUULWDWHG��DQG�LQWHUUXSWHG��‘Ida, to be honest, I disagree with you. It 

is about generation, not about being ‘Pakistani’ or ‘Norwegian’.’� For today’s 

JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�SDUHQWV�ZLWK�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ��VKH�FRQWLQXHG��FKLOG�UHDULQJ�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�

more similar to ‘how you (Norwegians) do it’.� %XW�� VKH� DGGHG�� WKLV� JHQHUDWLRQDO�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�LV�PRUH�HYLGHQW�LI�ERWK�SDUHQWV�KDYH�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�DUH�ERUQ�RU�

EURXJKW� XS� LQ� 1RUZD\� �DV� ZHUH� ERWK� 6RQLD� DQG� KHU� KXVEDQG� ,PUDQ�� WKDQ� LQ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO� FRXSOHV� ZKHUH� WKH� VSRXVHV�� RU� DW� OHDVW� RQH� RI� WKHP�� KDYH� OHVV� IRUPDO�

HGXFDWLRQ�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� 6RQLD� GRHV� QRW� GLVSXWH� WKH� DFWXDO� PRGHOV� QHLWKHU� DV� HPLF�

GLVFRXUVH�QRU�DV�SUDFWLFH��EXW� LV� FULWLFDO� WR� WKHLU�EHLQJ�SUHVHQWHG�DV�ERXQGHG�� VKDUHG�

DQG� VWDEOH�� DQG�� FRQVHTXHQWO\�� RI�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� DV� ‘old-fashioned’� DQG� QRQ�

FKDQJHDEOH���

6RQLD� HPSKDVLVHV� WKH� UROH�RI� JHQHUDWLRQ� LQ� WZR�ZD\V�–� DV� ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ�PLJUDQWV��DQG�DV�WKH�\RXQJHU�DQG�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�–�LQ�H[SODLQLQJ�FKDQJHV�

LQ� RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�Pakistanis. In Sonia’s argument, 

change will take its ‘natural’ course through Pakistanis’ presence and interactions in 

1RUZD\�RYHU� WLPH��7KXV�� VKH�KDV� D� IDLUO\� OLQHDU� SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ� LQWHJUDWLRQ��EXW� DOVR�

XQGHUOLQHV� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO� GLIIHUHQFHV�� ,QGHHG�� QHLWKHU� LV� FXOWXUH� PRQROLWKLF� QRU� LV�

VKDULQJ� LV� HYHU� FRPSOHWH� �4XLQQ�� ����������� <HW�� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� VRPH�

IRUP�RI� V\VWHPLF�ZD\�� VXFK�DV� WKURXJK� WKH� WULDQJOH�PRGHOV�� FDQ�SRWHQWLDOO\�EULQJ� WR�

WKH� IRUH� G\QDPLF� LQWHUSOD\V� RI� LGHDV� DQG� DFWLRQV� WKDW� FUHDWH� VSDFHV� IRU� DOWHUQDWLYH�

DSSURDFKHV��DQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�DQG�WUDQVIRUPHG�SUDFWLFHV��7KHVH�VSDFHV��WKDW�DUH�ERWK�

GLVFXUVLYH�DQG�SUDFWLFDO��HQWDLO� WKDW�PRWKHUV�HQJDJH�LQ�ERXQGDU\�ZRUN��RU�SHUKDSV�LQ�

some instance, in Bauman’s more radical term, ‘breaking the mould’, which, of 

FRXUVH�LV�QRW�EURNHQ��EXW�VLPSO\�UHSODFHG�E\�DQRWKHU�������������

7KH�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�JHQHUDWLRQDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�WKDW�6RQLD�HPSKDVLVHV�DUH��DV�VHHQ�

LQ� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� JHQGHU� GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� WKH� WZR� PRGHOV� HDUOLHU� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU��

VLPSO\�EUXVKHG�DVLGH�E\�FRXUVH�PHQWRUV��7KLV� LV� LQGHHG�SDUDGR[LFDO��DV�PHQWRUV�VHH�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�SUHFLVHO\�DV�EHLQJ�WKH�individual�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV���

%RWK�6RQLD�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�KDYH�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�KDYH�SHUPDQHQW�IXOO�

WLPH� MREV�� ,Q� &KDSWHU� ��� ,� DUJXHG� WKDW� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� LWVHOI� LV� LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�� /LNH�
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Miyazaki’s understanding of hope, it entails a kind of knowledge that abandons 

SUHGHWHUPLQHG�HQGV� �0L\D]DNL������������&HUWDLQO\��PRVW�PRWKHUV� ,�NQRZ�DUH�RQ�DQ�

LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�MRXUQH\�LQWR�D�IXWXUH�WKDW�LV�ODUJHO\�XQNQRZQ�DQG�ORRNV��WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�

UDGLFDOO\��GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�SDVW��+RZHYHU��LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXOO\�HPEDUN�XSRQ�DQG�VDIHO\�

ODQG�WKLV�MRXUQH\��WKH\�QHHG�WDQJLEOH�NQRZOHGJH�WR�SLORW�WKHP��7KXV��IRU�PRWKHUV�ZKR�

PD\� QRW� KDYH� WKH� VDPH� LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ� DQG� UHIOHFWLYH� UHVRXUFHV� DQG� EDFNJURXQG� DV�

6RQLD��WKH�,&'3�FRXUVH��SDUDGR[LFDOO\�WKURXJK�WKH�FHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQFH��PD\�LQ�

IDFW� SURYLGH� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� PRPHQWXP� IRU� ZRUN� DW� WKHLU� RZQ� VHOYHV� DQG� WKXV� WR�

VRFLDOLVH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQWR�PDQDJLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV��0RWKHUV�XVH�WKH�PRGHOV�SUHVHQWHG�

E\�PHQWRUV�WR�RULHQW�WKHLU�SUDFWLFH�LQ�PRUDOO\�DPELYDOHQW�ILHOGV���

:KHQ�D�PRGHO�of�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�EHFRPHV�D�PRGHO�for�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��LW�EHFRPHV�D�

post of orientation into the future, a ‘missing link’ for mothers in relating their 

RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� IRUZDUG�� ,Q� RUGHU� WR� FRPSUHKHQG� WKH� G\QDPLVP� LQ� WKH�

SURFHVVHV�� ZH� QHHG� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�PRWKHUV� DV� QRW� PHUHO\� DGRSWLQJ� DQG� DGDSWLQJ� WR�

RULHQWDWLRQV�� EXW� DV� EHLQJ� DZDUH� RI� WKHLU� VWUDWHJLHV� RI� XVLQJ� NQRZOHGJH� WR� PRXOG�

RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� WKHLU� ZRUN� RI� DOWHULQJ� WKH� IXWXUH�� %DXPDQQ� DQG�

Gingrich’s grammars are useful in understanding the transformation or ideas thereof,�

as it offers “a ‘weak’ and noQ�ELQDU\�� PXOWLGLPHQVLRQDO� DQG� IOXLG� DSSURDFK� WR�

identity/alterity” �*LQJULFK�� ���������� ,Q�P\� YLHZ�� WKLV� HQWDLOV� QRW� HVVHQWLDOLVLQJ� RU�

VHHLQJ� GHYLDQFH� DQG� QRUPDOLW\� DV� D� GXDO� RSSRVLWLRQ�� EXW� UDWKHU� RSHQ� XS� IRU� DQ�

LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�ZKHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�FDQ�EH�ERWK�DQG�UDWKHU� WKDQ�HLWKHU�RU��7KH�‘othering’ 

H[SORUHG�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�WR�FHPHQW�GLIIHUHQFH��EXW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�

DOORZ�IRU�DPELWLRQV�RI�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DV�LW�SURYLGHV�PRWKHUV�ZLWK�WDQJLEOH�NQRZOHGJH�

WKDW�EHFRPHV�D�PRPHQWXP�IRU�PRWKHUV�WR�FKDOOHQJH�VWUXFWXUHV��

�

Conclusions 
&RXUVH� PHQWRUV� H[SHFW� LPPLJUDQW� ZRPHQ� WR� GLVWDQFH� WKHPVHOYHV� IURP� WKHLU�

undesirable and ‘traditional’ ideas and practices. They want them to imagine 

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� DQG�ZRUN� RQ� WKHLU� VHOYHV�� WRZDrds becoming and bringing up ‘good 

citizens’ who are self�UHIOH[LYH� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQW�� DQG� HYHQWXDOO\� WDNLQJ� RQ� IRUPDO�

HPSOR\PHQW� –� DV� RWKHU� UHVHDUFKHUV� KDYH� IRXQG� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� FRRNHU\� FODVVHV� IRU�

LPPLJUDQW�ZRPHQ�LQ�1RUZD\��*DUQDDV��������DQG�LQ�)LQODQG��7XRUL���������DQG�ZRUN�

TXDOLILFDWLRQ�FRXUVHV�LQ�1RUZD\��5XJNnVD���������,Q�WKLV�FKDSWHU�,�KDYH�SUHVHQWHG�WKH�
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,&'3� FRXUVHV� DV� D� SODFH� ZKHUH� GLFKRWRPRXV� PRGHOV� VHUYH� WR� FRQVWUXFW� LPPLJUDQW�

mothers as ‘deviant’ and ‘different’. However, I have also argued that��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�

FHPHQWLQJ� GHYLDQFH� DQG� GLIIHUHQFH�� ,&'3� FRXUVHV� FDQ� SURYLGH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� IRU�

PRWKHUV� WR� JDLQ� QHZ� NQRZOHGJH�� QHWZRUNV� DQG� D� ODQJXDJH� IRU� UHIOHFWLQJ� RQ� WKHLU�

DPELWLRQV�DQG�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�VRFLDOLVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��ZLWK�QHZ�

GHPDQGV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�WR�WKHP�DV�SDUHQWV�DQG�RQ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DV�IXWXUH�DGXOWV�LQ�

1RUZD\�� In a context where ‘the future continually (is) drawn into the present by 

means of reflexive organisation of knowledge environments’ �*LGGHQV�� ���������

PRWKHUV� PD\� DFWXDOO\� DQG� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW� VHHN� WKH� UHLILFDWLRQV� WKDW� *HHUW]� ������

>����@��ZULWHV� DERXW�� ,Q� VHHNLQJ� D� FOHDU� JRDO� WR� ORRN� WRZDUGV� DQG� WRROV� IRU� JHWWLQJ�

WKHUH��RQH�VLGHG�PHQWRUV�DQG�FOHDUO\�GLFKRWRPRXV�DQG�HVVHQWLDOLVHG�PRGHOV�PD\�VHUYH�

WR�ILOO�WKH�YRLG�OHIW�E\�WKH�ODFN�RI�VRFLDO�IDEULF��DQG�DVVLVW�PRWKHUV�LQ�ILQGLQJ�VRPH�VRUW�

RI�IL[LW\�LQ�D�IOXLG�ZRUOG�IDYRXULQJ�VHOI�UHIOH[LYLW\����

,� KDYH� VXJJHVWHG� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKHVH� GLFKRWRPRXV�PRGHOV��

YLHZLQJ�WKH�‘WUDGLWLRQDO�FROOHFWLYLVWLF’�PRGHO��DW� WKH�OHYHO�RI�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�VWUXFWXUH��

ZKLFK� LV� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� PDQLIHVWHG� LQ� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� DQG� SUDFWLFH��� EDVHG� RQ� P\�

H[SHULHQFH� RI� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� VRFLDO� VWUXFWXUH� DQG� RUJDQLVDWLRQ�� DV� ZHOO� DV�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��DV�circular��DQG�WKH�GLVFRXUVH�RI�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�‘PRGHUQ�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF’�

PRGHO��DV�LW�LV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVHV�,�KDYH�DWWHQGHG��DV�linear�LQ�WKHLU�DSSURDFKHV�WR�

FDUH�� 'UDZLQJ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� OLQHDU� UHODWLRQV� �LQGHSHQGHQFH�� DQG� FLUFXODU� UHODWLRQV�

�UHFLSURFLW\�� PDNHV� LW� SRVVLEOH� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� WZR� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� PRGHOV� DQG�

SUDFWLFHV�LQ� WKH�FRQWH[W�RI� WKH�EURDGHU�VHWV�RI�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�WKH\�DUH�HPEHGGHG�LQ��

DQG�KHQFH�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�NLQG�RI�VHOI–RWKHU�UHODWLRQV�IRU�ZKLFK�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�SULPHG�

LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHFRPH�DGXOWV�YDOXHG�LQ�D�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�‘modern individualistic’ model, 

ZKLFK� ODXGV� LQGLYLGXDO� DFKLHYHPHQW� DQG� VHOI�UHIOHFWLRQ�� LV� EHWWHU� VXLWHG� IRU� D�ZRUOG�

ZKHUH�WKHVH�WUDLWV�DUH�YDOXHG�DQG�QHHGHG�IRU�VRFLDO�PRELOLW\��DQG�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�PXVW�

UH�LQYHQW�WKHPVHOYHV�VR�DV�WR�DGDSW�WR�WKH�UDSLGO\�FKDQJLQJ�ZRUOG��$V�,�UHWXUQ�WR�LQ�WKH�

QH[W� FKDSWHU�� ZKLOH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� DUH� ZHOO� DZDUH� RI� WKLV� DQG� DUH�

PRWLYDWHG� WR� VRFLDOLVH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQWR� IXWXUHV� OHVV� ERXQG� E\� LQWHUUHODWLRQDO�

HQWDQJOHPHQWV�� WKHLU� RZQ� OLYHV� DUH� RIWHQ� HQWDQJOHG� LQ� UHFLSURFDO� UHODWLRQV� ZKLFK�

LQIOXHQFH� KRZ� WKH\� FDQ� PDNH� UHDOLW\� RI� WKHLU� PRWLYDWLRQV� IRU� VKLIWLQJ� WKHLU�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV�VR�DV�WR�SUHSDUH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�VRFLDO�PRELOLW\�LQ�1RUZD\���

*KDVVDQ� +DJH� GLVWLQJXLVKHV� EHWZHHQ� SRVVLELOLW\� DQG� GRPLQDQFH� DV� UHJDUGV�

QDWLRQ�VWDWHV��+DJH�	�3DSDGRSRXORV�������������:LWK�UHIHUHQFH�WR�,&'3�FRXUVHV��,�GR�
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QRW�ILQG�WKLV�GLVWLQFWLRQ�WR�EH�DEVROXWH��EHFDXVH�WKHVH�FRXUVHV�FDQ�ERWK�EH�D�PDWWHU�RI�

GRPLQDQFH�DQG�RI�SRVVLELOLW\�IRU� WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�� ,�XVHG�WKH�FDVH�RI�-DYHULD�WR�VKRZ�

KRZ�GLFKRWRPRXV�DQG�VHHPLQJO\�FRKHUHQW�PRGHOV�FDQ�SURYLGH�PRWKHUV�ZLWK�D�VHQVH�

RI�SRVVLELOLWLHV��FHUWDLQW\�DQG�FRQILGHQFH�DV�WR�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�JRLQJ�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�

JRLQJ� WR� VWDNH� RXW� WKHLU� RZQ� FRXUVH�� 7KLV� DUJXPHQW� ZLOO� EH� IXUWKHU� GHYHORSHG� LQ�

&KDSWHU����ZKHUH�,�DUJXH�WKDW�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV��

WKLV�QHHG�IRU�WDQJLEOH�DQG�FRKHUHQW�NQRZOHGJH�LV�SDLUHG�ZLWK�VXVSLFLRQ�DQG�UHVLVWDQFH�

LI�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�GR�QRW�SURYLGH�PRWKHUV�ZLWK�WKH�‘QHZ�PRXOG’��RU�WKH�SUHFLVH�FRQWHQWV�

WKHUHRI��,Q�WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU��,�H[SORUH�KRZ�PRWKHUV�OLNH�-DYHULD�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�WXUQ�WKHVH�

YLVLRQV� LQWR� SUDFWLFH�� 7KHUH�� ,� EXLOG� RQ� WKH� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH�PRGHOV� H[SORUHG� LQ� WKLV�

FKDSWHU�� EXW� PRYH� IURP� GLVFRXUVH� DQG� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� WR� WKH� PHVVLQHVV� RI� SUDFWLFH��

IRFXVLQJ� RQ� UHJXODWLRQ� DQG� WKH� W\SHV� RI� UHODWLRQDOLW\� LQWR�ZKLFK� LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�

DLP�WR�VRFLDOLVH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ���

� �
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Chapter 7  

Parenting models, parenting practice:  
Transformative socialisation 
 

�
 

 

,Q� UHFHQW� \HDUV�� WKHUH� KDV� EHHQ� DQ� LQIOX[� RI� SDUHQWLng models, such as ‘attachment 

parenting’ �6HDUV��6HDUV��6HDUV�	�6HDUV�������>����@�, ‘helicopter parenting’ �*LQRWW��

������� WLJHU� PXPV� �&KXD�� ������� DQG� intensive mothering�� D� JHQGHUHG� PRGHO� WKDW�

‘advises mothers to spend a tremendous amount of time, enerJ\��DQG�PRQH\�LQ�UDLVLQJ�

their children’ because children need ‘what experts consider proper child 

development’ �+D\V�������[����VHH�H�J��)DLUFORWK�HW�DO����������,QWHQVLYH�PRWKHULQJ��DV�

6KDURQ� +D\V� H[SODLQV� LW�� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� LGHD� RI� DSSURSULDWH� PRWKHULQJ� ZLWK� WKH�

LQGLYLGXDO�PRWKHU�DV�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�SULPDU\�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�FKLOG��IXUWKHU��WKDW�

child rearing is centred on ‘development’ that it is child�FHQWUHG�DQG�H[SHUW�JXLGHG��DV�

ZHOO� DV� ILQDQFLDOO\� H[SHQVLYH� DQG� ODERXU� LQWHQVLYH� ���������� ,QWHQVLYH�PRWKHULQJ� LV��

DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+D\V��LQFUHDVLQJO\�SUHVHQW�LQ�DOO�VRFLDO�FODVVHV���

,Q� 1RUZD\�� .DUL� 6WHIDQVHQ� DQG� *XQKLOG� 5HJODQG� )DUVWDG� ������� KDYH�

FDWHJRULVHG�PLGGOH�FODVV�SDUHQWLQJ�DV�D�tidy trajectory�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�SDUHQWLQJ�DV�

D�sheltered space�PRGHO��$�FHQWUDO�IHDWXUH�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�LV�WKDW�WKH�SDUHQWV�WDNH�LW�LQ�

WXUQV��ILUVW�WKH�PRWKHU��DQG�WKHQ�WKH�IDWKHU�DFW�DV�SULPDU\�FDUHJLYHUV�IRU�WKH�FKLOG��VHH�

GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�SDUHQWDO�OHDYH�SROLFLHV�LQ�&KDSWHU�����7KLV�LV�IROORZHG�E\�HQUROPHQW�LQ�

GD\�FDUH� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� KHQFH� FRQVWLWXWLQJ� D� IL[HG� RUGHULQJ� FKDUDFWHULVHG� E\� G\DGLF�

UHODWLRQVKLSV��%\�FRQWUDVW�� LQ� WKH�VKHOWHUHG�VSDFH�PRGHO��FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VHHQ�WR�QHHG�WR�

DFTXLUH�VRPH�EDVLF�VNLOOV�DQG�WR�EH�VRFLDOO\�FRQILGHQW�EHIRUH�WKH\�DUH�UHDG\�IRU�IRUPDO�

GD\�FDUH��:KHQ�WKH\�HQWHU�GD\�FDUH�� WKH\�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�ROG�–� WKH�

DJH� DW� ZKLFK� PLGGOH�FODVV� SDUHQWV� FRQVLGHU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� UHDG\� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ�
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IRUPDO� GD\�FDUH� �6WHIDQVHQ�	� )DUVWDG�� �������������0RVW� WRGGOHUV� LQ�P\� VWXG\� DUH�

VRFLDOLVHG�LQ�OLQH�Zith elements in this ‘sheltered space’ model, or a ‘flexible’ model 

�5\VVW�+HLOPDQQ������E��ZKHUH�FKLOGUHQ�XQWLO�WKH�DJH�RI�WKUHH�DUH�VHHQ�DV�GHYHORSLQJ�

EHVW�LQ�WKH�SURWHFWHG�KRPH�HQYLURQPHQW��DZD\�IURP�WKH�GHPDQGV�DQG�GLVWXUEDQFHV�RI�

WKH�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG��7KLV�PRGHO�LV�VXLWHG�IRU�D�VRFLDO�HQYLURQPHQW�ZKHUH�RQH�SDUHQW�LV�

available, and where children’s ‘development’ is seen not as something for which 

parents need ‘expert’ knowledge: it is sufficient for them to be present and 

DWWHQWLYH������

,Q� D� VWXG\� RI� PLGGOH�FODVV� SDUHQWLQJ�� 9LQFHQW� DQG� %DOO� ������� FRQQHFW�

GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� UHJXODWLRQ� WR� GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� FODVV�� ZKHUH� PLGGOH�FODVV� SDUHQWV� ZKHQ�

‘making-up’ their children have stricter boundaries��IRU�LQVWDQFH�DV�UHJDUG�WR�ZDWFKLQJ�

79��DQG�HQURO�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQWR�PRUH�RUJDQLVHG�DFWLYLWLHV�HDUOLHU�DQG�PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�

GR�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�SDUHQWV��/DUHDX��������UHIHUV�WR�PLGGOH�FODVV�SDUHQWLQJ�LQ�WKH�86$�

FRQWH[W�DV�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�concerned cultivation��ZKHUHDV�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�SDUHQWV�HQJDJH�

LQ�WKH�natural growth RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��:KLOH�/DUHDX�FRQVWUXFWV�WKHVH�PRGHOV�RI�ZKDW�

D�FKLOG is�DQG�WKXV�QHHGV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�become, she also argues that ‘social class is not 

fully a determinant of the character of children’s lives’ and that there are class�UHODWHG�

differences in ‘cultural logics of childrearing’ ����������������� ,� ILQG� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D�

FODVVHG� GLPHQVLRQ� WR� WKLV� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� VLPLODU� WR� WKDW� RWKHU�

UHVHDUFKHUV� KDYH� IRXQG� DPRQJ� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV� DQG� WKDW� /DUHDX� LGHQWLILHV� LQ� WKH�

86$�� :KLOVW� P\� HPSLULFDO� PDWHULDO� LV� ODUJHO\� IURP� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� IDPLOLHV�� ,� DOVR�

GUDZ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� FODVV� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� <HW�� ZKLOH� FODVV� SRVLWLRQ� LQIOXHQFHV�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFH�� ZH� QHHG� WR� PRYH� EH\RQG� D� PLGGOH�FODVV�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�

GLFKRWRP\�DQG�H[SORUH�RWKHU�PDUNHUV�WKDW�PD\�LQIOXHQFH�SUDFWLFHV��VXFK�DV�PLJUDWLRQ�

WUDMHFWRU\���

$W�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�WKHVLV��,�PDGH�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�ZKDW�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VHHQ�WR�

EH�DQG� WR�EHFRPH�KDV�FKDQJHG� WKURXJKRXW�KLVWRU\�DQG�YDULHV�FURVV�FXOWXUDOO\�DQG� LQ�

UHODWLRQ� WR� VRFLDO� VWDWXV�� ,Q� WKH� SUHYLRXV� FKDSWHU�� ,� H[plored the ‘modern 

individualistic’ and the ‘traditional collectivistic’ socialisation models and the ways in 

                                                           
����,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� WKLV� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� PRGHO� EHDUV� VLPLODULWLHV� WR� D� PRGHO� IRXQG� DPRQJ� EXVLQHVV� HOLWH�
IDPLOLHV�LQ�1RUZD\��$DUVHWK���������7KXV��LW�LV�WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV�model that stands out as ‘different’��,Q�
the elite families in Helene Aarseth’s study, tackling�WKH�tidsklemma��WLPH�VTXHH]H��RI�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�LV�
QRW� WKH� VROH�PRWLYDWLQJ� IDFWRU� IRU�D�FRPSOHPHQWDU\� IDPLO\�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��5DWKHU��$DUVHWK�DUJXHV�� ‘the 
wonderful’��det vidunderlige��VSKHUH�RI�WKH�KRPH�LV�D�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�‘[rat]�race’�LQ�WKH�ILQDQFLDO�ZRUOG�
ZKHUH� FRPSHWLWLRQ�� VWUHQJWK� DQG� DJJUHVVLYHQHVV� DUH� YDOXHG�� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� WR�EH�SURWHFWHG� IURP�DOO�
WKLV��������������
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ZKLFK� WKHVH� DUH� FRPPXQLFDWHG� E\� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV�� 7KURXJK� XVLQJ� WKHVH�

PRGHOV� LQ� WKH� FRXUVHV�� PHQWRUV� WHQG� WR� HTXDWH� WKH� VHOI–RWKHU� RULHQWDWLRQV� WKDW� WKH�

JHQHUDOLVHG�PRGHOV�DUH�EXLOW�XSRQ�ZLWK�DFWXDO�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�SUDFWLFH��7KXV��WKH\�PDNH�

WZR� JHQHUDOLVDWLRQV� WKDW� ,� FKDOOHQJH� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� )LUVW�� E\� QRW� GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�

GLVFRXUVH��RU�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��IURP�SUDFWLFH��WKH\�HQG�XS�FHPHQWLQJ�PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�DV�

‘different’ and more relationally oriented in their child rearing than what actual 

practice indicates. Second, by equating personhood orientation with ‘culture’, they 

FDQQRW� DFFRXQW� IRU� GLIIHUHQFH� LQ� SUDFWLFHV�� EDVHG� RQ� LQWHUVHFWLRQV� RI�� IRU� H[DPSOH��

VRFLDO�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�JHQHUDWLRQ��DQG�WKXV��SDUDGR[LFDOO\��WKH\�GR�QRW�UHFRJQLVH�WKH�IXOO�

SRWHQWLDO�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�VKDSLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�SUDFWLFHV���

,Q�WKLV�FKDSWHU�,�EXLOG�RQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQV�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU��,�DQDO\VH�

KRZ�PRWKHUV�QHJRWLDWH�WKHLU�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV�ZLWKLQ�D�IUDPHZRUN�EDVHG�KHDYLO\�

RQ�NLQVKLS�DQG�UHODWLRQDOLW\��RIWHQ�ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�OHVVHQLQJ�RU�VKLIWLQJ�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�

these ties. Throughout, I discuss mothers’ shifting emphasis of and positioning along 

D�VFDOH�RI�FROOHFWLYLty and individuality. In considering mothers’ dilemmas with these 

VKLIWV��RU�DWWHPSWV�WKHUHRI�� ,� ILUVW�H[SORUH�VRPH�JHQHUDO�HOHPHQWV�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�

WKHQ�SURFHHG�WR�H[SORUH�EURDGHU�LVVXHV�RI�EHORQJLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�UHOLJLRXV�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

DQG� WKH� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� HOHPHQW� LQ� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� )LQDOO\�� ,� H[SORUH� JHQGHUHG�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� ,� VKRZ� WKDW� ZKLOH� UHODWLRQDOLW\� DQG� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� DUH� LPSRUWDQW�

HOHPHQWV� LQ� FKLOG� UHDULQJ��PRWKHUV� DOVR� SRVLWLRQ� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� WKHLU� DSSURDFKHV� LQ�

RSSRVLWLRQ� WR� WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ�� 0RWKHUV� WKXV� XVH� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DV� D� WRRO� WR�

WUDQVIRUP�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOO\�RULHQWHG��ZKLOH�WKH\�DW�WKH�VDPH�

WLPH�VHHN�WR�FRQWLQXH�VRPH�FHQWUDO�HOHPHQWV�RI�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�PRUDO�RULHQWDWLRQ�VXFK�

DV�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�YLVLWV�WR�3DNLVWDQ�–�DOEHLW�WKHVH�WRR�WDNH�RQ�D�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�DQG�

LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�IRUP��7KURXJK�WKH�WRSLFV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��,�VHHN�WR�VKHG�OLJKW�

RQ�P\�ILUVW�PDLQ�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQ�ZKLFK�GHDOV�ZLWK�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�PHWKRGV��DQG�DVNV�

KRZ�PRWKHUV�XVH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DV�D�WRRO�WR�SULPH�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��$OVR��WKH�

WRSLFV� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� UDLVHG� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� IHHG� LQWR� PDLQ� UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQ� IRXU�

where I ask how parenthood is a tool to mould children’s socioeconomic and 

JHRJUDSKLFDO�PRELOLW\���

,� ILQG� WKDW� WKH� PRUH� WKH� DLPV� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DUH� PRWLYDWHG� WRZDUGV�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� D� IXWXUH� WKDW� LV� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKH� SDVW�� WKH� PRUH� VWUXFWXUHG��

UHJXODWHG�DQG�LQWHQVLYH�WKH�SUDFWLFHV�EHFRPH��,�DOVR�ILQG�WKDW�ZKLOH�PRWKHUV�PD\�KDYH�

FOHDU�� FRQVFLRXV� DQG� IXWXUH�RULHQWHG� DLPV�ZLWK� WKHLU� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� SUDFWLFH� GRHV� QRW�
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DOZD\V� FRUUHVSRQG�ZLWK� DPELWLRQV��ZKLFK� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WR� EH� EDVHG� XSRQ� HGXFDWLRQ�

OHYHO� RU� FODVV�� PLJUDWLRQ� EDFNJURXQG�� KRXVHKROG� RUJDQLVDWLRQ�� DQG� WKH� VRFLDO� DQG�

VWUXFWXUDO� FRQWH[W� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH\� OLYH� WKHLU� OLYHV�� 6RFLDO� SUDFWLFH� WKXV� PXVW� EH�

XQGHUVWRRG�DV� D�ELGLUHFWLRQDO� LQWHUSOD\� EHWZHHQ�PHQWDO�PDSV� DQG� WKHLU� LQIOXHQFH�RQ�

EHKDYLRXU�� DQG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� VRFLDO� ZRUOG�� ZLWK� DOO� LWV� OLPLWDWLRQV� DQG�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�� LQIOXHQFH� PHQWDO� DEVWUDFWLRQV� DQG� VWDQGDUGLVDWLRQV�� ,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,�

DVN��

�� How do Norwegian-Pakistani mothers envision their children’s futures in 

terms of orientations of the self, mobility and belonging?  

�� How do mothers use socialisation as a tool for altering their children’s 

futures?  

�� What kinds of challenges and dilemmas do they encounter on the way?  

�

Socialisation: changes and continuities in ‘core moral values’ 
Socialisation is ‘primarily a process of the moral training of children’ �=LJRQ��

�����������,Q�WKHLU�VWXG\�RI�LPPLJUDQW�SDUHQWLQJ�LQ�&DQDGD��2FKRFND�DQG�-DQ]HQ�ILQG�

WKDW�3XQMDEL�SDUHQWV��PRUH�VR�WKDQ�RWKHU�LPPLJUDQW�SDUHQWV�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�����H[SUHVVHG�

WKH�KRSH�WKDW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�ZRXOG�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�LGHDOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�RI�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�RI�

RULJLQ�� VXFK� DV� DGKHULQJ� WR� FRGHV� RI� EHKDYLRXU� �LQFOXGLQJ� GUHVV� FRGHV� DQG� GLHW��� DV�

ZHOO�DV�DJUHHLQJ�WR�DUUDQJHG�PDUULDJHV������������,Q�KHU�VWXG\�RI�0H[LFDQ�$PHULFDQ�

PRWKHUV�� /HVOLH� 5HHVH� ILQGV� WKDW� YDOXHV� LQ� FKLOG� XSEULQJLQJ� VXFK� DV� REHGLHQFH��

politeness and communality are highly esteemed ‘core moral values’ that mothers find 

SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WUDQVPLW�WR�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W� ����������

����. The mothers in Reese’s study see a ‘fundamental contradiction’ in wanting their 

children to ‘be somebody’ through educational and occupDWLRQDO�VXFFHVV��ZKLOH�WR�EH�

‘somebody’ one must also be a ‘good person’, one who respects elders and maintains 

FORVH�IDPLO\�WLHV��5HHVH�������������6LPLODUO\��7XPPDOD�1DUUD�ILQGV�WKDW�6RXWK�$VLDQ�

mothers in the USA feel ‘the pressure’ to raise their childUHQ�WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKHPVHOYHV�

DV�VHSDUDWH�LQGLYLGXDOV��ZKLOH�WKH\�DUH�DOVR�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�KDYH�WKH�

VDPH�ERQG�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DV�WKH\�KDG�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHUV��������������

                                                           
����7KH�VWXG\�VDPSOH�LQFOXGHG�����LPPLJUDQW�SDUHQWV�IURP����ODQJXDJH�JURXSV��ZKR�KDG�OLYHG�LQ�
&DQDGD�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ���\HDUV���
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:LWK�UHIHUHQFH�WR�0RURFFDQ�PLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��GH�+DDQ�DUJXHV�WKDW�

Vocialisation models founded on Islam ‘center around the moral obligation to comply 

with the social order’ ������������ 6RXWK� $VLDQ� SDUHQWKRRG�� 5RVV�6KHULII� DQG�

FROOHDJXHV�H[SODLQ��LV�RIWHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�DXWKRULWDWLYH��JHDUHG�WRZDUGV�UDLVLQJ�WKH�

FKLOGUHQ�IRU�D�KHDOWK\�DGXOWKRRG��5RVV�6KHULII�HW�DO��������������:KLOH�,�WRR�ILQG�WKLV�

WR� EH� VR�� ,� DOVR� ILQG� WKDW� SDUHQWV� XQGHUVWDQG� FKLOGKRRG� LQ� LWVHOI� DV� YDOXDEOH��:LWKLQ�

,VODPLF� FRQFHSWLRQV� RI� FKLOGKRRG� WKHUH� LV� DOVR� D� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� JHQGHUHG� VWDJHV�� DV�

1DELOD� LOOXVWUDWHG� LQ� WKH� WULDQJOH� PRGHOV� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� FKDSWHU�� 1DELOD�

GLYLGHG�FKLOGKRRG�LQWR�WZR�VWDJHV��DQG�,�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�WROG�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�WKUHH���–���

�–���DQG����\HDUV�DQG�DERYH��VHH�DOVR�.KDGHU����������

,Q�WKH�ILUVW�SKDVH��ZKLFK�LV�P\�IRFXV�LQ� WKLV�VWXG\��FKLOGUHQ�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�QRW�

VHHQ� WR�QHHG�PXFK� UHJXODWLRQ��EXW� WKH\� UHFHLYH�DQG�HQJDJH� LQ�FRQVLGHUDEOH�SK\VLFDO�

FRQWDFW��RU�love��&KLOGUHQ�DUH�QRW�JHQHUDOO\�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�LV�

EHVW�IRU�WKHP�DQG�WR�UHJXODWH�WKHLU�RZQ�EHKDYLRXU�DFFRUGLQJO\��VR�SDUHQWV�WHQG�QRW�WR�

H[SODLQ�WR�WKHP�ZK\�WKLQJV�DUH�WKH�ZD\�WKH\�DUH�–�young children are ‘just kids’, as I 

KDYH� UHSHDWHGO\� EHHQ� WROG�� DQG� DUH� QRW� VHHQ� WR� QHHG� DV� PXFK� UHJXODWLRQ� DV� HWKQLF�

1RUZHJLDQ� SDUHQWV� JHQHUDOO\� IHHO� QHFHVVDU\� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� ,Q� LQWHUYLHZV�� WKLV�

DSSURDFK�LV�JHQHUDOO\�H[SODLQHG�WR�PH�DV�EHLQJ�ZLWKLQ�DQ�,VODPLF�PRUDO�IUDPHZRUN��,Q�

SUDFWLFH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�ZRPHQ�WHQG�WR�HTXDWH�WKHLU�RZQ�RULHQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKLV�PRUH�VR�

WKDQ�GR�PLGGOH�FODVV�ZRPHQ���

:ULWLQJ� DERXW� 0XVOLPV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� 6LVVHO� �VWEHUJ� DUJXHV� WKDW� VXFFHVVIXO�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� HQWDLOV� WDNLQJ� WKH� VRFLDO� ZRUOG� IRU� JUDQWHG� �����D������ ,Q� D� PLJUDWLRQ�

FRQWH[W�� DQG�KHUH� ,� LQFOXGH� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQWV��ZH�QHHG� WR� H[SORUH�ZKDW�

H[DFWO\�LV�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WR�WDNH�IRU�JUDQWHG��ZKLFK�FRPPXQLW\�WKH\�DUH�WR�

EH� YDOXHG� DGXOWV� LQ�� DV� 4XLQQ� ������� ZULWHV� DERXW�� DQG� KRZ� WKH� DQVZHUV� WR� WKHVH�

TXHVWLRQV� VKDSH� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��6RFLDOLVDWLRQ� LGHDOV� DQG�SUDFWLFHV� DUH� OLNHO\� WR� FKDQJH�

ZKHUH� LPPLJUDQW� SDUHQWV� FDQQRW� VRFLDOLVH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH� VDPH�ZD\� WKDW� WKH\�

LPDJLQH� RU� UHPHPEHU� WKDW� WKH\� WKHPVHOYHV� ZHUH� VRFLDOLVHG�� SUHFLVHO\� EHFDXVH� WKH�

ZRUOG� DURXQG� WKHP� LV� GLIIHUHQW�� 6RFLDOLVDWLRQ� EHFRPHV� D� WRRO� RI� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��

IDFLOLWDWLQJ� D� FUHDWLYH� SURFHVV� ZKHUHE\� PRWKHUV� PRYH� LQWR� XQFKDUWHUHG� ZDWHUV��

WKHPVHOYHV�WU\LQJ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKLFK�ZRUOG��VRFLHW\��RU�FRPPXQLW\�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

WR� WDNH� IRU� JUDQWHG� DQG� WKH� NLQGV� RI� QRUPV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� WKDW� WKLV� LQYROYHV�� +HQFH��

ZKLOH� QRUPV� RI� SDUHQWLQJ�PD\� KHOS� WR� VXVWDLQ� WKH�PRUDO� VWDQGDUGV� RI� D� FRPPXQLW\�
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�/H9LQH�	�1HZ�� ������� QRUPV� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�PD\� DOVR� EH� FKDOOHQJHG� WKURXJK�

VKLIWLQJ�RULHQWDWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��

3V\FKRORJLVW�3DWULFLD�*UHHQILHOG�DQG�FROOHDJXHV�ILQG�WKDW� WKH�SDWKZD\V�RI� WKH�

‘two major developmental paradigms of interdependence and independence’ are 

‘deeply different’ �*UHHQILHOG��.HOOHU��)XOLJQL�	�0D\QDUG������������������ZKHUHDV�

SV\FKRORJLVW� &DWKHULQH� 7DPLV�/H0RQGD� DQG� FROOHDJXHV� DUJXH� WKDW� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�

EHWZHHQ�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LV�DERXW� WKH�emphasis� LQ�

GLIIHUHQW� FXOWXUHV�� QRW� DV� D� PDWWHU� RI� HLWKHU�RU� �7DPLV�/H0RQGD� HW� DO��� ������� ,W� LV�

SUHFLVHO\� WKLV� HPSKDVLV�� RU� HYHQ� OD\HUHGQHVV� �(ZLQJ�� ������� WKDW� RSHQV� XS� IRU� DQ�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KRSHV�DQG�SRVVLELOLWLHV�RI� UH�RULHQWDWLRQV�DQG�QHJRWLDWLRQV�RI� VKLIWV�

DV�D�PDWWHU�RI�GHJUHH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�DV�DQ�DEUXSW�FKDQJH�IURP�RQH�WR�WKH�RWKHU��)XUWKHU��LW�

allows for an analysis of ‘retractions’ and withdrawals of ambitions, as I also discuss 

LQ� WKH� QH[W� FKDSWHU� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� KXVEDQG�ZLIH� UHODWLRQV� DQG� ERXQGDULHV� RI�

IHPLQLQLW\��

�

Socialising interdependence 
,Q�&KDSWHU���,�DUJXHG�WKDW�SHRSOH�EHFRPH�LQWLPDWHO\�FRQQHFWHG�WKURXJK�VKDULQJ�IRRG�

VXEVWDQFHV��,�DP�RIWHQ�WROG�WKDW�WKH�YDOXH�RI�VKDULQJ�–�IRRG��EXW�DOVR�RWKHU�WKLQJV�–�LV�

RXWOLQHG� LQ� 6KDULDV� �UHOLJLRXV� ODZ�� PRUDO� FRGH�� DQG� lena/dena� UHODWLRQVKLSV��

$FFRUGLQJO\�� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� IRU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� EH� VRFLDOLVHG� LQWR� VKDULQJ�� DQG� VKDULQJ�

IRRG�� ,� KDYH�QHYHU�REVHUYHG�D� FKLOG�EHLQJ� WDXJKW� WR� VKDUH�E\� WKH�PRWKHU� H[SODLQLQJ�

ZK\�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW��,W�LV�PHUHO\�GRQH��RU�VLPSO\�KDSSHQV��,Q�P\�REVHUYDWLRQV��PRWKHUV�

JHQHUDOO\�RIIHU�OLPLWHG�H[SODQDWLRQV�WR�WKHLU�WRGGOHUV� LQ� WHUPV�RI�ZKDW� WKH\�DUH�WR�GR�

DQG�ZK\��LW�LV�VLPSO\�DQ�DFWLRQ�WKDW�LV�GRQH��UHSHDWHGO\��WKURXJK�ZKLFK�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WR�

HPERG\� DQ� LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�habitus� �%RXUGLHX�� ������ DV�5\GVWU¡P� �������ZULWHV� RI��

For instance, a mother may take a piece of her child’s food from the child’s hand and 

JLYH� LW� WR�DQRWKHU�FKLOG��ZLWKRXW�SUHSDULQJ�KHU�FKLOG�YHUEDOO\�IRU� WKLV��DQG�RIWHQ�DOVR�

ZLWKRXW�DQ\�LQGLFDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�RWKHU�FKLOG�WKDW�LW�LV�KXQJU\��6LPLODUO\��ZKHQ�D�FKLOG�

DVNV� KLV�KHU� PRWKHU� IRU� VRPHWKLQJ� WR� HDW�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� D� EDQDQD�� WKH� PRWKHU�

DXWRPDWLFDOO\�GLYLGHV�LW�DPRQJ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�SUHVHQW��WKH�KXQJU\�FKLOG�UHFHLYLQJ�RQO\�D�

VHJPHQW�RI� WKH�EDQDQD�����7KLV�FRUUHVSRQGV�ZLWK�ILQGLQJV�LQ�RWKHU�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�PRUH�

                                                           
����,�KDYH�EHHQ�TXLWH�DPD]HG�DW� WKH�HPERGLPHQW�RI� WKLV��0RUH� WKDQ�RQFH� ,� KDYH� IRXQG�P\VHOI�HDWLQJ�
VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�UHJLVWHUHG�WKDW�,�KDG�EHHQ�JLYHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�HDW��the food ‘somehow’ ended 
XS�LQ�P\�KDQG�RU�RQ�P\�SODWH��,Q�IDFW, even the act of eating in itself sometimes ‘occurred’ without m\�



205 
 

FROOHFWLYHO\�RULHQWHG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�ZKHUH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LV�PRUH�EDVHG�RQ�DFWLRQ�WKDQ�

VSHHFK��RU�WKURXJK�HYHU\GD\�SUDFWLFH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�FRJQLWLYH�WHDFKLQJ��+XQGHLGH��������

VHH�DOVR�5\GVWU¡P���������������

7KLV� VDPH�PHWKRG� LV� DSSOLHG� WR� WR\V��ZKHUH�SDUHQWV�RU�RWKHU� FDUHJLYHUV�PD\�

take toys out of their children’s hands to give them to other (sometimes younger) 

FKLOGUHQ�LI�WKH�ROGHU�FKLOG�GRHV�QRW�VKDUH�RQ�LWV�RZQ�DFFRUG��,�KDYH�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFHG�

DQ\� SURWHVWV� IURP� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH� LQVWDQFHV� ZKHQ� ,� KDYH� REVHUYHG� WKLV�� :KLOH�

VKDULQJ�RI�IRRG�LV�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�EHFRPH�VLPLODU�WKURXJK�VKDULQJ�IRRG��DQG�

EHFDXVH� IRRG� FRQVWLWXWHV� WKH� SHUVRQ�� VKDULQJ� WR\V�� DV� ,� VHH� LW�� LV� DOVR� D� PDWWHU� RI�

HVWDEOLVKLQJ�UHODWLRQV�RI�VKDULQJ��PXWXDOLW\�RU�HYHQ�GHSHQGHQFH��%HVLGHV�VKDULQJ�WR\V��

IRRG� DQG� EHGV�� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� VRFLDOLVHG� LQWR� WKLV� YDOXH� RI� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� LQ� YDULRXV�

RWKHU�ZD\V�� VXFK� DV� E\� ORRNLQJ� DIWHU� RQH� DQRWKHU�� DV� VLEOLQJV� DQG� FRXVLQV� RIWHQ�GR��

RIWHQ� ZLWKRXW� EHLQJ� WROG� WR� GR� VR�� &KLOGUHQ�� ER\V� DQG� JLUOV�� KDYH� IDLUO\� GHWDLOHG�

NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�FDULQJ�IRU�\RXQJHU�FKLOGUHQ��DV�ZH�VDZ�ZLWK�WKH�HLJKW�

\HDU�ROG�ER\�ZKR�JDYH�PH�DGYLFH�DERXW�KRZ�WR�JHW�0LNNHO�WR�HDW��VHH�&KDSWHU������

*OREDOO\��LW�LV�WKH�QRUP�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�WKDW�SDUHQWV��PRVWO\�PRWKHUV��

VKDUH� D� EHG� ZLWK� WKHLU� EDELHV� DQG� \RXQJ� FKLOGUHQ� �-HQQL�� ������ LQ� %DOO�� ����������

0RWKHUV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� VOHHSLQJ� LQ� VHSDUDWH� EHGV� LV� D� UHODWLYHO\� UHFHQW� PLGGOH�FODVV�

SKHQRPHQRQ� LQ� 1RUZD\�����0RVW� RI� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� WRGGOHUV� ,� NQRZ�� DQG�

PDQ\� RI� WKH� SUH�VFKRROHUV�� VOHHS� LQ� WKH� VDPH� EHG� RU� URRP� DV� WKHLU�PRWKHU� RU� ERWK�

SDUHQWV� XQWLO� WKH\� DUH� DERXW� WKUHH� \HDUV� ROG�� VRPHWLPHV� XQWLO� WKH\� VWDUW� VFKRRO�� 7KH�

DPRXQW�RI�OLYLQJ�VSDFH�RU�QXPEHU�RI�DYDLODEOH�EHGURRPV�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�LQIOXHQFH�

ZKHWKHU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� WKHLU�PRWKHU�SDUHQWV� VOHHS� LQ� WKH� VDPH� URRP��)RU� H[DPSOH�� LQ�

WKHLU�ROG� IODW�� )DL]D�� KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG� WKHLU� WZR� VRQV� DOO� VOHSW� LQ� WKH� VDPH�EHGURRP��

HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�KDG�HQRXJK�EHGURRPV�WR�JLYH�WKHLU�VRQV�D�VKDUHG�URRP��:KHQ�WKH\�

PRYHG� LQWR� D�ELJJHU� IODW�� WKH�ER\V� VKDUHG�D� URRP�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKHLU�QHZ�SODFH�KDG�

enough bedrooms to give them one each. In other families, such as Javeria’s and 
                                                                                                                                                                      
UHIOHFWLQJ� RQ� LW�� 8SRQ�P\� DUULYDO� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� WKH� IDPLO\� ,� WUDYHOOHG� ZLWK� DQG� ,� ZHUH� IHWFKHG� DW� WKH�
DLUSRUW�E\�UHODWLYHV��,Q�WKH�FDU��ZH�KDG�WR�ZDLW�IRU�D�FRXVLQ��ZKR�KDG�UXQ�DFURVV�WKH�URDG�WR�0F'RQDOGV�
WR�EX\�DQ�LFH�FUHDP��$V�KH�VDW�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�FDU��DQG�SULRU�WR�LQWURGXFLQJ�KLPVHOI�WR�PH��,�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�
ZLWK�WKH�KDOI�HDWHQ�LFH�FUHDP��H[SHFWHG�–�QRW�DVNHG�RU�RIIHUHG���WR�WDNH�D�ELWH��EHIRUH�SDVVLQJ�LW�RQ�WR�WKH�
QH[W� SHUVRQ� DIWHU� ,� KDG� WDVWHG� LW��– Have some!,�Azra’s cousin ordered me. I took the ice cream but 
passed it on to Azra without tasting it (I don’t FDUH�IRU�PLON\�LFH�FUHDP���$IWHU�WDNLQJ�D�ELWH�KHUVHOI��DQG�
JLYLQJ�RQH� WR�KHU�GDXJKWHU��VKH�SDVVHG� WKH� LFH�FUHDP�RQWR�)DKDG� $]UD�IROORZHG�XS� LQ�1RUZHJLDQ� WR�
PH��- Or maybe you are just not used to eating from the same ice cream as other people?�
����The recent development of a scientifically defined ‘aWWDFKPHQW� SDUHQWLQJ’� FDQ� WKXV� EH� VHHQ� DV�
PHUHO\�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RU�UHILQHPHQW�RI�WKH�NLQG�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�GRPLQDQW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG��
H[FHSW�IRU�(XURSH�DQG�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD���
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Hadiya’s, the mother and children sleep in the doublH�EHG�LQ�WKH�PDLQ�EHGURRP��DQG�

the husband and father sleeps ‘in the children’s room’, where the children have in fact 

QHYHU�VOHSW��EXW�PD\�GR�VR�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���

&R�sleeping is often explained to me as ‘natural’ because the mother/child 

ERQG�LV�VR�VWURQJ��and the child will become ‘confident’ or ‘secure’ (trygg���)XUWKHU��,�

am told, the child would be ‘lonely’� LQ� LWV�RZQ�URRP��DQG� WKH�PRWKHU�ZRXOG�ZRUU\��

unable to hear if the child cried. In the case of Javeria’s family, Javeria told me WKDW�

WKLV�ZDV�D�SUDFWLFDO�DUUDQJHPHQW��DV�KHU�KXVEDQG��4DVLP��ZRUNV�QLJKW�VKLIWV��DQG�WKLV�

IRUP�RI�GLYLVLRQ�FDQ�HQFRPSDVV�GLIIHUHQW�VOHHSLQJ�URXWLQHV�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�����+RZHYHU��

WKLV�SUDFWLFDO� DUJXPHQW� LV� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� UHDVRQ��QRW� D� UHDVRQ� IRU�ZK\� WKHVH� VOHHSLQJ�

DUUDQJHPHQWV� HPHUJHG� LQ� WKH� ILUVW� SODFH�� %HLQJ� FORVH� SK\VLFDOO\� DV� ERGLO\� HQWLWLHV�

�VOHHSLQJ� DQG� FDULQJ�� DQG� VKDULQJ� PDWHULDOLWLHV� �IRRG�� WR\V�� LV� VHHQ� WR� IRVWHU�

SV\FKRORJLFDO�SUR[LPLW\�DQG�VLPLODULW\���

0RGHUQLW\� WKHRULVWV� KDYH� GLVFXVVHG� LQWLPDWH� UHODWLRQVKLSV� DV� pure� �*LGGHQV��

������ DQG� liquid� �%DXPDQ��������� ,Q� D�pure relationship�� FKDUDFWHULVWLF� RI� WKH�SRVW�

modern ‘Western’ dyadic spousal union, ‘external criteria have been dissolved’ 

�*LGGHQV���������, and is ‘continued only in so far as it is thought by both parties tR�

deliver enough satisfaction for each individual to stay within it’ �*LGGHQV������������

%HFN� DQG� %HFN�*HUQVKHLP� ������� DUJXH� WKDW� ZKHQ� WKH� ZRUOG� FKDQJHV� UDSLGO\� DQG�

EHFRPHV� LQFUHDVLQJO\� LPSHUVRQDO�� WKH� VHDUFK� IRU� ORYH� DV� D� IXOILOPHQW� LQWHQVLILHV��

&HUWDLQO\��WKHVH�VOHHSLQJ�DUUDQJHPHQWV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WR�GLYHUJH�IURP�D�SXUH�UHODWLRQVKLS�

RU� ORYH� DV� IXOILOPHQt, as the mother’s intimacy is directed towards children in a 

FRQWH[W�ZKHUH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�KXVEDQG�DQG�ZLIH�LV�QRW�G\DGLF��DV�WHQGV�WR�EH�

WKH� FDVH� LQ� DUUDQJHG� PDUULDJHV�� <HW�� WKHVH� DUUDQJHPHQWV� FRXOG� DOVR� EH� VHHQ� DV� D�

variation�RI�D�pure relationship, if one considers Ewing’s argument that personhood 

LV� OD\HUHG� UDWKHU� WKDQ� GXDOLVWLF�� ,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV�� FRPPLWWLQJ� RQHVHOI� WR� DQG� WKURXJK�

                                                           
����Because of their father’s shift work, the boys�XVHG�SDFLILHU�IRU�ORQJHU�WKDW�-DYHULD�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�
LQLWLDOO\�ZDQWHG��+RZHYHU��EHFDXVH� WKH�SDFLILHUV� VLOHQFHG� WKH�FKLOGUHQ�� WKH�KXVEDQG�ZDV�DEOH� WR�VOHHS�
GXULQJ� WKH� GD\�� 3ULRU� WR� WUDYHOV� WR� 3DNLVWDQ�� PRWKHUV� WDON� DERXW� KRZ� WKH\� ORRN� IRUZDUG� WR� VKDULQJ�
EHGURRPV� ZLWK� RWKHU� IHPDOH� UHODWLYHV�� ,Q� RQH� IDPLO\� ,� YLVLWHG� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� ZKHUH� WKHUH� ZDV� D� VSDUH�
EHGURRP�WKDW�ZDV�QRW�LQ�XVH��WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�FRXSOH�,�ZDV�ZLWK�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�,�VKRXOG�VOHHS�LQ�
WKH�VDPH�EHGURRP�ZLWK�WKHP�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�,�GHFOLQLQJ�WKH�RIIHU�DW�ILUVW��LPDJLQLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�PLJKW�
ZLVK� WR� KDYH� VRPH� SULYDF\� LQ� DQ� RWKHUZLVH� EXV\� DQG� FURZGHG� KRXVHKROG�� EXW� WKLV� WXUQHG� LQWR� D�
GLVFXVVLRQ�LQYROYLQJ�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��ZKHUH�,�ZDV�YLHZHG�ZLWK�D�IULHQGO\�NLQG�RI�VXVSLFLRQ�IRU�
HYHQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�VOHHSLQJ�DORQH��7KXV��,�HQGHG�XS�VKDULQJ�D�EHG�ZLWK�WKH�PRWKHU�DQG�WKH�EDE\��ZKHQ�
WKH�EDE\�ZDV�QRW�VKDULQJ�D�EHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�UHODWLYHV��DV�IUHTXHQWO\�KDSSHQHG���7KH�IDWKHU�DQG�WKH�VRQ��
DQG��DW�WLPHV��D�PDOH�FRXVLQ�RI�WKH�VRQ��VRPHWLPHV�WZR��VOHSW�RQ�D�ELJ�PDWWUHVV�RQ�WKH�IORRU��
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RWKHUV� FDQ� EH� D� ZD\� RI� PDNLQJ� XVH� RI� DQG� IXOILOOLQJ� LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF� FDSDFLWLHV� DQG�

VDWLVIDFWLRQV���

&KLOGFDUH� WRR�PD\�EH�VKDUHG�DPRQJ�SHRSOH� LQ�FORVH�SUR[LPLW\�RU�ZKRP�RQH�

ZDQWV� WR� GHYHORS� PRUH� LQWLPDWH� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK�� &KLOGUHQ� DUH� UDUHO\� SUHSDUHG� IRU�

VHSDUDWLRQ�IURP�WKHLU�PRWKHU�RU�RWKHU�UHODWLYHV�ZKHQ�FDUHUV�FKDQJH��VHH�DOVR�6FKHSHU�

+XJKHV���������,Q�P\�REVHUYDWLRQ��WKLV�LV�VR�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�DOVR�DPRQJ�3DNLVWDQLV�LQ�

1RUZD\��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKRVH�IDPLOLHV�ZKHUH�PHPEHUV�OLYH�LQ�FORVH�SUR[LPLW\�WR�RQH�

DQRWKHU��LI�QRW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�KRXVHKROG��,�KDYH�ZLWQHVVHG�LQVWDQFHV�ZKHUH�D�PRWKHU�KDV�

VLPSO\�OHIW�WKH�KRXVH�IRU�DQ�KRXU�RU�VR�ZLWKRXW�WHOOLQJ�WKH�WRGGOHU��DV�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�

SHUVRQ�ZHOO�NQRZQ�WR�WKH�FKLOG�ZRXOG�ORRN�DIWHU�LW�� ,�KDYH�QRW�REVHUYHG�DQ\�FKLOGUHQ�

WKDW� KDYH� IRXQG� WKLV� SUREOHPDWLF�� Children are always in someone’s care, but QRW�

DOZD\V�ZLWK� D� FOHDU� GLVWLQFWLRQ� EHLQJ�PDGH�EHWZHHQ� WKH� FDUHUV��6KRXOG� DQ\WKLQJ� JR�

wrong, however, with the child during childhood or in adulthood, ‘you can be sure 

that the mother will be blamed for it’, Azra told me. The actual responsibility thus 

UHPDLQV�ZLWK�WKH�PRWKHU��7UDGLWLRQDOO\��VKH�LV�DOVR�WKH�RXWVLGHU�LQ� WKH�SDWULOLQH��7KLV�

KDV� UHOHYDQFH� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� WRGD\�� DQG�PD\� EH� RQH� UHDVRQ�ZK\�� LQ�

FRXSOHV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ��LW�LV�WKH�ZRPDQ�ZKR�LV�EODPHG��VHH�&KDSWHU�

������

ICDP mentors and kindergarten staff understand this to be ‘problematic’ 

because ‘the child is not prepared for the transition’, one employee told me (recall the 

‘scaffolding’ method).� $� VKDUHG� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� WKH� FKLOG� WKXV�� LV� FRQVLGHUHG�

SUREOHPDWLF� E\� ,&'3� PHQWRUV� DQG� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� VWDII� ZKR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� FKLOG� DV�

GLDORJLFDO� �det dialogiske barnet�� �%UnWHQ��������� WR�EH� LQFOXGHG�ZKHQ�GHFLVLRQV�DUH�

PDGH�� DQG� WHQG� WR� UHDFW� QHJDWLYHO\� WR�PRWKHUV� OHDYLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�ZLWKRXW� VD\LQJ�

JRRGE\H��$W�,&'3�VHVVLRQV��FKLOGUHQ�RIWHQ�IROORZ�WKHLU�PRWKHUV�LQWR�WKH�FRXUVH�YHQXH��

HYHQ�DIWHU�EHLQJ�OHIW�LQ�WKH�FDUH�RI�FKLOG�PLQGHUV�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��6RPHWLPHV�

WKH� FKLOGUHQ� UHPDLQ� ZLWK� WKH� PRWKHU�� RWKHU� WLPHV� WKH\� JR� EDFN� DQG� IRUWK� EHWZHHQ�

PLQGHUV�DQG�PRWKHUV�IRU�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRXUVH��7KLV�IUXVWUDWHV�WKH�RUJDQLVHUV��DQG�

RQH�PHQWRU��DORXG�DQG�LQ�IURQW�RI�HYHU\RQH��RQFH�WROG�D�PRWKHU�VWULFWO\�WKDW�KHU�FKLOG��

ZKR�KDG�OHIW�WKH�PLQGHU�IRU�WKH�PRWKHU�DQG�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�UHWXUQ��ZDV�FU\LQJ�EHFDXVH�

the mother had not prepared the child for separation but ‘just left her without saying 

good bye’. While this may be because the mothers do not want to upset their children 

E\�OHDYLQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�RWKHUV��,�IHHO�LW�LV�DOVR�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR�QRW�VHH�WKLV�DV�D�WUDQVLWLRQ�
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WKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�PDUNHG�WR�DQ\�JUHDW�H[WHQW��$IWHU�DOO��LQ�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��WKHUH�LV�QR�

WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�SUHSDUH�WKH�FKLOG�IRU���

&KLOGUHQ�DUH�VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR�YDOXLQJ�UHODWLRQDOLW\�DQG�LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�EHFDXVH�

WKHVH� DUH� FHQWUDO� HOHPHQWV� LQ� WKH� NLQGV� RI� VHOYHV� DQG� VHOI–RWKHU� UHODWLRQV� WKH\� DUH�

H[SHFWHG�WR�HQJDJH�LQ��<HW��WKH\�DUH�DOVR�VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR�D�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�ZD\�RI�

OLIH�WKDQ�PRWKHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�ZHUH�SUHSDUHG�WR�OLYH��)RU�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU��,�

H[SORUH� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�ZRUN� WR� VKLIW� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFH� DV� FHQWUDO� LQ�

WKHLU�SURMHFW� RI�SUHSDULQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� WDNH� IRU� JUDQWHG� D�ZRUOG� WKDW� LV� GLIIHUHQW�

IURP�WKH�RQH�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�ZHUH�VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR��WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH\�IDFH�LQ�GRLQJ�

WKLV��DQG�KRZ�WKH\�GHDO�ZLWK�WKHP���

�

Socialising independence 
$W� WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV� �3&+6���SDUHQWV�DUH�RIWHQ� WROG� WKDW� LW� LV�RI�

SULPH�LPSRUWDQFH�WKDW�EDELHV�OLH�E\�WKHPVHOYHV�RQ�WKH�IORRU��WKLV�VWUHQJWKHQV�WKH�ERG\��

DQG� LV� D� JRRG� SRVLWLRQ� IURP�ZKLFK� WKH\� OHDUQ� WR� VLW�� FUDZO� DQG�ZDON�� 6RPH� KHDOWK�

visitors also emphasise that it is good for babies to ‘learn to be alone’, that they need 

a break from people once in a while to avoid overstimulation and learn to ‘keep 

themselves occupied’. ThH� FKLOG� LV� VHHQ� WR� QHHG� WR� OHDUQ� WR� EHFRPH� LQGHSHQGHQW��

IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�SDUHQWV�ZKR�FRQVFLRXVO\�DQG�JUDGXDOO\�UHGXFH�GHSHQGHQF\�DQG�VHHN�WR�

not spoil the child, by practising what health visitors term ‘delayed response’��RU� WR�

stå i det��VHH�DERYH���7KLV�GHOD\HG�UHVSRQVH�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�QHFHVVDU\�EHFDXVH�WKH�FKLOG�

LV� XQGHUVWRRG� WR� QHHG� KLJK� OHYHOV� RI� UHJXODWLRQ� IURP�DQ� HDUO\� DJH�� ,� KDYH� KHDUG� WKH�

term ‘delayed response’ used by health visitors, but response (delayed or immediate) 

LV� DOVR� D� FULWHULD� LQ� 5\VVW� XVHV� LQ� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQV� RI� GLVFXUVLYH� PRGHOV� IURP� WKH�

3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV��5\VVW�+HLOPDQQ������E�. This idea of ‘not spoiling’ 

WKH� FKLOG� LV� LQIOXHQFHG� E\�'U� %HQMDPLQ� 6SRFN�� ZKRVH�Dr Spock’s Baby and Child 

Care� �>����@������KDV� LQIOXHQFHG�SDUHQWV�DURXQG� WKH�ZRUOG�� ,Q� WKHLU�VWXG\�RI� LQIDQW�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��/H9LQH�DQG�1RUPDQ�������LQ�4XLQQ��������IRXQG�WKH�VDPH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�

LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�UHJXODWLRQ�LQ�D�VWXG\�RI�LQIDQW�UHDULQJ�LQ�D�VRXWKHUQ�*HUPDQ�WRZQ��

ZKHUH� PRWKHUV� ZHUH� FRQFHUQHG� WKDW� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� ZRXOG� EHFRPH� VSRLOHG� LI� WKH\�

UHFHLYHG�WRR�PXFK�DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�ZDQWV��5DWKHU��LQIDQWV�ZHUH�

WDXJKW� WR� VWD\� DORQH�� WR� WROHUDWH� LVRODWLRQ� DQG� FRPIRUW� WKHPVHOYHV� DV� D� ZD\� RI�

EHFRPLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQW�������LQ�4XLQQ��������������
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7DKLUD�DQG�KHU�FRXVLQ�)DULGD�DLP�WR�LPSOHPHQW�WKH�delayed response�WKH\�KDYH�

OHDUQW�DW�WKH�3&+6�DV�D�ZD\�WR�VRFLDOLVH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQWR�EHFRPLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG�

FDSDEOH� RI� VHOI�PDQDJHPHQW�� 7RJHWKHU� WKH�PRWKHUV� RI� VHYHQ� FKLOGUHQ�� WKH\� KDG� WKH�

IROORZLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�RYer tea at Tahira’s home: �

�

7DKLUD�� The grandparents carry them and spoil them, and it does not 

really matter if we want them to lie on the floor by themselves 

for a bit… 

)DULGD��� Everyone around wants to hold the children. Even if you want 

the child to lie on the blanket on the floor for ten minutes to get 

strong, if the baby makes a sound, someone else picks it up. 

What can you do? 

7DKLUD��� Sitting on someone’s lap is not exercise for the child. It does not 

get strong in the same way. We tell our family, but they don’t 

listen, they just want to hold [the child].��

)DULGD�� We know that it makes the baby strong to lie on the floor, the 

health visitors have taught us. They [grandparents] know it too, 

but they think that it is love, for them it is love [to pick up and 

hold the child]. But when the child sits on the lap, it becomes 

weaker.  

�

)RU�)DULGD�DQG�7DKLUD�WKH�GHOD\HG�UHVSRQVH�DQG�WKH�QHHG�WR�JLYH�WKH�EDE\�SK\VLFDO�DQG�

VRFLDO� VSDFH�� WR� EH� E\� LWVHOI�� LV� LPSRUWDQW� VR� WKDW� WKH� FKLOG� FDQ� GHYHORS� SK\VLFDO�

VWUHQJWK� DQG�QRW�EHFRPH� VSRLOW�� ,Q� WKHLU�YLHZ��members of their parents’ generation 

SUHYHQW� WKHP� IURP� PHHWLQJ� WKHVH� DLPV� RI� VRFLDOLVLQJ� FKLOGUHQ�� IURP� LQIDQF\�� LQWR�

independent beings capable of regulating their own behaviour in response to adults’ 

EHKDYLRXU, ‘for them, it is love’�� DV� )DULGD� VD\V�� ,Q� ODUJHU� KRXVHKROGV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ��

)DULGD� WHOOV� PH�� DV� LV� DOVR� P\� H[SHULHQFH� IURP� 3DNLVWDQ� the older generation’s 

LQYROYHPHQW� LV� OHVV� RI� D� FKDOOHQJH�� EHFDXVH� GLIIHUHQW� DGXOWV� KDYH� GLIIHUHQW� UROHV�

WRZDUGV�WKH�FKLOG��7KHUH�� LI�RQH�DXQW� LV�VWULFW�DQG�DQRWKHU�VRIW�VSRNHQ�� WKH�PRWKHU�RI�

WKH� FKLOG� FDQ� WU\� WR� GLUHFW� WKH� FKLOG� WR� DQRWKHU� DXQW� PRUH� LQ� WXQH� ZLWK� KHU� RZQ�

DSSURDFK��,Q�1RUZD\��KRXVHKROGV�DUH�VPDOOHU��HYHQ�WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�WKUHH�JHQHUDWLRQDO��

DQG� WKXV� WKH�FKLOG�KDV� IHZHU� DGXOWV� WR� UHODWH� WR�� DV�GR� WKH�SDUHQWV�� 7KH� LQIOXHQFH�RI�
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HDFK�DGXOW�WKXV��LV�ODUJHU��:KHQ�SDUHQWV�KDYH�IHZHU�UHODWLYHV�WR�WXUQ�WR��WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�

JDS�PD\�EHFRPH�GLFKRWRPLVHG�DQG�VROLGLILHG���

$QRWKHU�SRLQW�KHUH�LV� WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�)DULGD�SODFHV�WKLV�UHODWLRQDO�PRGH�RI�

JLYLQJ�ORYH�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH�JUDQGSDUHQWV�GR��SRVLWLRQLQJ�KHUVHOI�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKLV��

:KLOH� WKLV� RSSRVLWLRQ� SUHYDLOHG� ZKHQ� VKH� FKDWWHG� ZLWK� IULHQGV� DW� KRPH�� ,� QHYHU�

ZLWQHVVHG�KHU�RSSRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVHV��&RPSDULQJ�ZKDW�JRHV�RQ�LQ�WKH�FRXUVHV�

with what goes on in people’s homes�IXUWKHU�VWUHQJWKHQV�P\�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�WKH�QDWXUH�

RI� WKH� GLDORJLFDO� VSDFH� LQ� WKH� ,&'3� FRXUVHV� FHPHQWV� GLIIHUHQFH� DQG� FRQVWUXFWV�

participants as more ‘traditional collective’ than what they in fact are. �

�

Ambition and practice  
Azra too works at implementing the ‘delayed response’ with her three�PRQWK�ROG�

EDE\�0RQL]D� that Farida and Tahira speak of. Once, at dinnertime at Azra’s place, 

0RQL]D�ZDV�O\LQJ�RQ�KHU�WXPP\�RQ�WKH�IORRU��-XVW�DV�ZH�VDW�GRZQ�DW�WKH�WDEOH�WR�HDW��

VKH�EHJDQ�WR�FU\��PRUH�DQG�PRUH�ORXGO\��$]UD�OHW�KHU�FU\�IRU�D�ZKLOH��VHUYLQJ�XV�IRRG��

DQG� EHJDQ� WR� HDW�� 7KH� VFUHDPV� JUHZ� ORXGHU�� DQG� DV� 0RQL]D� JRW� DQJULHU� KHU� IDFH�

EHFDPH�UHG�DQG�KHU�EUHDWK�PRUH� LUUHJXODU�� ,� ORRNHG�DW�$]UD��H[SHFWLQJ�KHU� WR�JHW�XS�

DQG� SLFN� XS�0RQL]D�� LWFKLQJ� WR� SLFN� XS� WKH� EDE\� P\VHOI�� $]UD�� KRZHYHU�� WROG� PH�

FDOPO\�ZKLOH� VKH� FRQWLQXHG� HDWLQJ�� ‘She is always like this for a few days after we 

have visited my aunt next door. There, she is carried and held all the time, and when 

we get home again, she expects the same from me!’�����

$]UD�SLHFHV�WRJHWKHU�DGYLFH�IURP�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV� WKDW�EDELHV�FDQ�EH�OHIW�DORQH�

RQ�WKH�IORRU�WR�JDLQ�VWUHQJWK��DQG�WKH�DGYLFH�WKDW�EDELHV�FDQ�EHJLQ�WR�OHDUQ�URXWLQHV�–�

DGYLFH� DLPHG� DW� JHWWLQJ� 0RQL]D� WR� GH�OHDUQ� EDG� KDELWV� RI� EHLQJ� WRR� GHSHQGHQW� RQ�

physical contact. Azra tries to act according to health visitors’ advice, against the 

LQFOLQDWLRQV� RI� RWKHU� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV�� +RZHYHU�� DV� ,� NQRZ� IURP� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� DW�

Azra’s local PCHS, they do not� WHOO� SDUHQWV� WR� GHOLEHUDWHO\� OHDYH� D� WKUHH�PRQWK�ROG�

EDE\�DORQH�DQG�OHW�LW�FU\�DV�LQWHQVHO\�DV�0RQL]D�GLG��LI�DW�DOO��5DWKHU��WKH\�WHOO�PRWKHUV�

                                                           
����Family members often live in different households, but within five minutes’ or less walking distance 
IURP�HDFK�RWKHU��,Q�RQH�IDPLO\�,�NQRZ��DQ�ROG�FRXSOH�DQG�WKHLU�XQPDUULHG�FKLOGUHQ�OLYH�LQ�RQH� IODW��DQG�
WKHLU� ROGHVW� VRQ�� KLV� ZLIH� DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� OLYH� LQ� WKH� IODW� RQ� WKH� IORRU� DERYH�� 7KHVH� IDPLOLHV� OLYH�
VHSDUDWH�OLYHV�LQ�VHSDUDWH�KRXVHKROGV�GXULQJ�WKH�GD\��EXW�LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ�WKH�KXVEDQG�JRHV�GRZQVWDLUV�WR�
VSHQG�VRPH�WLPH�ZLWK�KLV� IDPLO\�DQG�VOHHSV�LQ�KLV�RZQ�EHGURRP�WKHUH��+LV�ZLIH�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�UHPDLQ�
XSVWDLUV�� DOO� VHHPLQJO\� FRQWHQW� ZLWK� WKH� EDODQFH� RI� LQWLPDFLHV�� 6XFK� DUUDQJHPHQWV�� ZKLFK� DUH� QRW�
XQFRPPRQ��PHDQ�WKDW�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�PRYH�IURP�H[WHQGHG�WR�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROGV��WKH\�RIWHQ�UHPDLQ�QHDU�
WKHLU�SDUHQWV�SDUHQWV�LQ�ODZ�DQG�WKXV�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�����
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WKDW�EDELHV�PD\�FU\�IRU�D�ELW� IURP�VL[�PRQWKV��EXW� WKH\�FRQQHFW� WKLV�DGYLFH� WR�VOHHS�

VLWXDWLRQV�DW�QLJKW��DQG�QHYHU�WR�OHW�WKH�EDE\�FU\�IRU�VR�ORQJ�WKDW�LW�PD\�IHHO�WKDW�LW�LV�DOO�

DORQH��QRW�VHHQ�RU�KHDUG��WKH\�HPSKDVLVH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KDYLQJ�DQ�DGXOW�UHPDLQ�LQ�

WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOG�VR�WKDW�LW�IHHOV�VDIH�DQG�VHFXUH���

In Azra’s eyes, a three�PRQWK�ROG� LQIDQW� FDQ� EH� VSRLOW� DQG� LV� FDSDEOH� RI�

FRQVFLRXVO\� taking advantage of a situation or of people, or at least learning ‘bad 

habits’ that must be un�OHDUQW� WKURXJK� UHJXODWRU\� PHDVXUHV�� 7KLV� DSSURDFK� EHDUV�

similarities with/to Tahira and Farida’s reflections in that delayed resSRQVH� LV�

DGYDQWDJHRXV�IRU� WKH�FKLOG��DQG�WKDW� WKH�FKLOG�LV�FDSDEOH�RI� OHDUQLQJ�IRUP�WKLV��$]UD��

Tahira and Farida’s views differ from those of the older generation, and they 

H[SOLFLWO\� SRVLWLRQ� WKHLU� SHUVSHFWLYH� LQ� RSSRVLWLRQ� WR� WKHVH�� )RU� 7DKLUD� DQG� )DULGD��

putting intentions into practice is challenging, because of the older generation’s 

LQYROYHPHQW��7KH\�UHPDLQ�HPEHGGHG�LQ�VWUDWLILHG�VRFLDO�V\VWHPV��ZLWK�GLIILFXOWLHV� WR�

DFW� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� WKHLU� RZQ� FRQYLFWLRQV�� $]UD�� LQ� P\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� KDV�

GLIILFXOWLHV�LQ�UHDGLQJ�WKH�shades of difference in the baby’s reaction, and thus is not 

DEOH�WR�LPSOHPHQW�WKH�QXDQFHV�LQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�VKH�KDV�DFTXLUHG�DW�WKH�3&+6��$V�,�

VHH�LW��WKHUH�LV�D�GLVFUHSDQF\�EHWZHHQ�KHU�DPELWLRQV�RI�QRW�VSRLOLQJ�WKH�FKLOG��DQG�KHU�

FDSDFLW\� WR� UHDG� WKH� FKLOG� LQ� WKH� VSHFLILFLW\� RI� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ� �VHH� 5\VVW� +HLOPDQQ��

����D��� $OVR�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� KHU� GLVFUHSDQFLHV� DV� D� ODFN� RI� FRQILGHQFH� LQ� KHU� RZQ�

PRWKHULQJ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�ODFN�RI�UROH�PRGHOV�WR�ORRN�WR�ZKHQ�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�LGHDO�

RI� GHOD\HG� UHVSRQVH� LQ� SUDFWLFH�� $OVR� -DYHULD�� ZKRVH� DPELWLRQV� IRU� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� ,�

H[SORUHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU��IDFHV�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�PHUJLQJ�DPELWLRQ�DQG�SUDFWLFH�

in her ambitions of rearing her two boys ‘according to Norwegian culture’, as this 

H[WUDFW�IURP�P\�ILHOGQRWHV�VKRZ��

�

&KULVWLQH� DQG� ,� VLW� RXWVLGH� RQ� WKH� VWDLUV� WKDW� FRQQHFW� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�
EXLOGLQJ� WR� WKH� JDUGHQV� VXUURXQGLQJ� LW�� GULQNLQJ� FRIIHH�� HQMR\LQJ� RQH� RI� WKH�
first warm and sunny days of May. From inside the building Javeria’s boys 
FRPH�UXQQLQJ� WRZDUGV�XV��VWRSSLQJ� LQ� WKH�GRRUZD\�� ORRNLQJ�DW� WKH�RWKHU�NLGV�
on the playground. Christine turns towards them and says that ‘great, come on 
out, it’s lovely out here’. Now Javeria appears in the doorway, having run a 
OLWWOH� VORZHU� WKDQ� WKH� ER\V�� DV� VKH� DOZD\V� GRHV�� &KULVWLQH� WHOOV� KHU� WKDW� LW� LV�
ORYHO\�WKDW�WKH�ER\V�ZDQW�WR�JR�RXWVLGH��-DYHULD�DQVZHUV��WKDW�\HV��LW�LV�D�JRRG�
thing, because she does not want to ‘force’ them. ‘But you never have to force 
those two to go outside!’ &KULVWLQH�H[FODLPV���

�
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-DYHULD� KDV� D� PRUH� IOH[LEOH� DSSURDFK� WKDQ� &KULVWLQH� LQ� IDFLOLWDWLQJ�

independence in children, and does not want to interfere or regulate the boys’ 

EHKDYLRXU�LQ�D�VSHFLILF�GLUHFWLRQ��-DYHULD�VHHV�EHLQJ�LQGRRUV�RU�RXWGRRUV�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�

FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�WR�ILQG�RXt for themselves, rather than being ‘forced’ to choose –�ZKLFK��

LQ�KHU�YLHZ��ZRXOG�EH�WR�OLPLW�UDWKHU�WKDQ�HQKDQFH�WKHLU�LQGHSHQGHQFH��)RU�&KULVWLQH��

ZKHQ�DQ�DGXOW�HQFRXUDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH�DGXOW�NQRZV�WKDW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�

YDOXH��WKDW�PHDQV�enabling�WKHP�WR�UHDOLVH�WKHLU�ZDQWV��UDWKHU�WKDQ forcing�WKHP��6KH�

sees Javeria’s non�LQYROYHPHQW�DV�QRW�JLYLQJ�WKH�ER\V�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�

ZKDW�WKH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�DUH�DQG�WR�PDNH�DQ�LQIRUPHG�GHFLVLRQ�RQ�WKDW�EDVLV��7KXV��ZKLOH�

&KULVWLQH�DQG�-DYHULD�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�DLPV�IRU�WKH�ER\V�–� WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�FKRRVH�IRU�

WKHPVHOYHV�ZKHWKHU�WR�EH�LQGRRUV�RU�RXWGRRUV��DQG�IHHO�EHLQJ�RXWGRRUV�LV�EHVW���WKH\�

KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�DSSURDFKHV�WR�KRZ�ZKLFK�WKLV�LV�WR�EH�GRQH��7KURXJK�WKH�H[DPSOHV�RI�

VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV� -DYHULD��$]UD� DQG�7DKLUD�� DQG� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�

)DULGD�� ,� KDYH� VKRZQ� KRZ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� VHHN� WR� VKLIW� WKHLU�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFH�� LQ� OLQH� ZLWK� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJ� HPSKDVLV� RQ� LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG�

DXWRQRP\�LQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��2QH�KXUGOH�LQ�WXUQLQJ�WKHVH�LGHDOV�LQWR�SUDFWLFH�LV�WKHLU�RZQ�

LQWHUWZLQHPHQW� LQ� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV� DQG� WKH� VWUDWLILHG� QDWXUH� RI� WKHVH�� IRU�

instance through the involvement of the older generation, and young mothers’ 

FKDOOHQJHV� LQ� WHOOLQJ� WKHP� QRW� WR� GR� WKLV�� 7KHVH�PRWKHUV� KDYH� IHZ� SHHUV�ZKR� KDYH�

JRQH�EHIRUH�WKHP��WKH\�DUH�LQ�D�VHQVH�SLRQHHUV��ZLWK�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�DQG�SRVVLELOLWLHV�

WKLV�HQWDLOV��

7KH� PRGHO� RI� IOH[LEOH� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� ZLWK� OLWWOH� YHUEDO� GLUHFWLRQ� PDNHV� LW�

FKDOOHQJLQJ�IRU�-DYHULD�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�NLQG�RI�LQGHSHQGHQFH�WKDW�&KULVWLQH�VSHDNV�RI��

HYHQ�ZLWK�FOHDU�DLPV�RI�GRLQJ�VR��When her children’s behaviour is not regulated or 

FKDQQHOOHG�DV�VWDII�H[SHFWV�KHU�WR�GR��WKH�FKLOGUHQ�risk being seen as ‘too autonomous’ 

�VHH�&KDSWHU�����+RZHYHU��WR�Oet children ‘do what they want to do, not what they are 

pressured to do’, as Faiza puts it, is a method through which mothers let their children 

PDNH�WKHLU�RZQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�FKRLFHV��Faiza’s children thus are to socialise this form of 

independence not through ‘graded support’ or ‘scaffolding’ but through a less 

LQWHQVLYH�DQG�GLUHFWLYH�DSSURDFK���

,Q� P\� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� RI� LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� GHSHQGHQFH�� ,� KDYH�

VRXJKW� WR� RSHQ� XS� IRU� D� OHVV� GLFKRWRPRXV� DSSURDFK� WR� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� WKDQ� ZKDW� LV�

HPSKDVLVHG�LQ�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVHV��)LUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�,�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�SRVVLEO\�REYLRXV�

SRLQW�WKDW�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DOZD\V�HQWDLOV�HOHPHQWV�RI�ERWK�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�GHSHQGHQFH��
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EXW�WKDW�WKH�PHWKRGV�XVHG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKHVH�VHOI–RWKHU�UHODWLRQV�PD\�GLIIHU�GHSHQGLQJ�

RQ�D�EURDGHU�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�DQG�WKH�NLQG�RI�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�ZKLFK�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

to be ‘valued adults’, to paraphrase Quinn�� ,Q� D�PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W� WKLV� LV� FKDQJLQJ��

SODFLQJ� QHZ� GHPDQGV� RQ� SDUHQWV�� ,� KDYH� DOVR� UDLVHG� WKH� LVVXH� RI� JHQHUDWLRQ� LQ� WKH�

VHQVH�WKDW�PRWKHUV�SRVLWLRQ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWKHUV�RU�ZRPHQ�RI�

WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ��+HQFH��ZKLOH�SHUVRQKRRG�LV�QRW�D�PDWWHU�RI�DEVROXWHV��EXW�UDWKHU�

D�PDWWHU� RI� VFDODU� SRVLWLRQLQJ�� WKHUH� LV� DOVR� D� VKLIW� LQ� SRVLWLRQLQJ� DORQJ� WKH� VFDOH� RI�

GHSHQGHQFH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�EHWZHHQ�\RXQJ�SDUHQWV�WRGD\�DQG�WKHLU�RZQ�SDUHQWV���

%HORZ�� ,� LQYHVWLJDWH� WKLV�FKDQJH�RYHU� WLPH� LQ� WHUPV�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�KLVWRU\� DQG�

VRFLDO� SRVLWLRQ�� RU� FODVV�� EXW� ILUVW� ,� LQWURGXFH� RQH� IXUWKHU� GLPHQVLRQ� WKDW� ,� WKLQN�

SDUWLFXODUO\�ZHOO�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�WXUQ�WRZDUGV�LQGLYLGXDOLVP�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�FKLOG�

DV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�VHOI��GLVFLSOLQLQJ�FKLOGUHQ���

�

Disciplining selves 
�

2QH�GD\��MXVW�DV�,�DUULYH�DW�WKHLU�KRXVH��6KD]LD�����KLWV�KHU�EDE\�EURWKHU�DQG�KH�
EHJLQV�WR�FU\��7KLV�LV�ODWHU�H[SODLQHG�WR�PH�DV�FDXVHG�E\�KHU�MHDORXV\�WRZDUGV�
KLP��DQG�+DP]D�JLYHV�PH�QXPHURXV�RWKHU�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�WR�EXLOG�XSRQ�KLV�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��,Q�WKH�KDYRF�RI�WKH�FU\LQJ�EDE\�DQG�FOHDUO\�XQKDSS\�VLVWHU��WKH�
PRWKHU��<DVPLQ�� WULHV�WR�FRPIRUW� WKH�EDE\�ZKLOH�VWHUQO\�KROGLQJ�6KD]LD�DW�DQ�
arm’s length from the little one. Yasmin’s moWKHU�LQ�ODZ��0UV�$NWKDU��UXVKHV�
LQ� IURP�WKH�NLWFKHQ��+DP]D� WXUQV� WR�PH��VKUXJV�KLV�VKRXOGHUV�DQG�VKDNHV�KLV�
KHDG��GHIHDWHG��DQG�VD\V�WKDW�KH�GRHV�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW� WR�GR��+H�UHIUDLQV� IURP�
VD\LQJ�DQ\WKLQJ� WR�6KD]LD�� DV�KH�NQRZV� WKDW�ZKDWHYHU�ZLOO� FRPH�RXW�ZLOO� EH�
ORXG�VKRXWLQJ��DQG�KH�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WKDW��‘Had it been me, my parents would 
have hit me’�� KH� WHOOV�PH� $�IHZ�PLQXWHV� ODWHU�� 6KD]LD�KLWV�KHU�EDE\�EURWKHU�
DJDLQ��DW�ILUVW�ZLWKRXW�KHU�SDUHQWV�JHWWLQJ�DQJU\�DW�KHU��EXW�ZKHQ�VKH�GRHV�LW�IRU�
WKH� WKLUG� WLPH�+DP]D�UHDFWV�E\�JUDEELQJ�KHU�KDUG�E\� WKH�DUP��+H� WKHQ�GUDJV�
KHU�DZD\�IURP�WKH�EDE\�DQG�LQWR�WKH�RSSRVLWH�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�URRP��GHWHUPLQHG��
KLV�OLSV�SUHVVHG�KDUG�WRJHWKHU�EXW�ZLWKRXW�VD\LQJ�D�ZRUG��7KHQ��D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�
ODWHU�� WKH� IRXUWK� WLPH� VKH� KLWV� WKH� EDE\�� +DP]D� FDQQRW� FRQWDLQ� KLV� DQJHU�
DQ\PRUH�� DQG� VKRXWV� ORXGO\� DW� 6KD]LD�� 0\� HDUV� ULQJ� IURP� WKH� VRXQG� RI� KLV�
YRLFH��EXW�6KD]LD�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�DW�DOO�DIIHFWHG��,�FDQ�RQO\�DVVXPH�WKDW�VKH�KDV�
EHHQ� VKRXWHG� DW� EHIRUH��$IWHU� WKH� LQFLGHQW��+DP]D� LV�PRUH� UHVHUYHG� WKDQ� KH�
XVXDOO\�LV��+H�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�KH�UHJUHWV�JHWWLQJ�DQJU\�ZLWK�6KD]LD��EXW�DOVR�WKDW�
KH� GRHV� QRW� NQRZ�ZKDW� HOVH� WR� GR� –� EHFDXVH� VKH�PXVW� OHDUQ� WKDW� VKH� LV� QRW�
DOORZHG�WR�KLW�KHU�OLWWOH�EURWKHU��,I�KH�DQG�<DVPLQ�DUH�VHHQ�E\�KLV�SDUHQWV��DQG�
they are certainly observing everything) as doing ‘nothing’, they will hold this 
DJDLQVW�WKHP��DQG�KLV�PRWKHU��HVSHFLDOO\��ZLOO�JRVVLS�WR�KHU�IULHQGV�DERXW�WKHP�
DQG�WKHLU�VHHPLQJ�LQFRPSHWHQFH�LQ�SDUHQWLQJ���

�
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,Q� FXOWXUHV� WKDW� HPSKDVLVH� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� VWUDWLILHG� UHODWLRQV�� REHGLHQFH� LV�

YDOXHG� DQG� H[SHFWHG� RI� FKLOGUHQ�� \RXWK� DQG� DGXOWV�� DGKHULQJ� WR� WKH� OLQHV� RI� VRFLDO�

VWUDWLILFDWLRQ� �VHH� )U¡QHV�� ������*XOOHVWDG�� ������+XQGHLGH�� ������� 7KHUH� LV� D� KLJK�

GHJUHH�RI�FRQWURO�RYHU�FKLOGUHQ��VRFLDO�SOD\�LV�UHVWUDLQHG�–�ERWK�WKHVH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�

DXWKRULWDWLYH� SDUHQWLQJ� �5XG\� 	�*UXVHF�� ���������� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� ,VODP�� LQIRUPDQWV�

KDYH� WROG� PH�� WKH� ILUVW� VWDJH� RI� FKLOGKRRG� LV� GLVWLQJXLVKHG� E\� IOH[LELOLW\�� OLWWOH�

UHJXODWLRQ�� LQGXOJHQFH� DQG�PXFK� FDULQJ� SK\VLFDO� FRQWDFW�� ZKHUHDV� WKH� VHFRQG� VWDJH�

LQYROYHV�D�VWURQJHU�HOHPHQW�RI�UHJXODWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�DV�UHJDUGV�GLVFLSOLQDU\�PHDVXUHV��

,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHVH�GLVFLSOLQDU\�PHDVXUHV��DV�WKH�IOLSVLGH�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�

HOHPHQWV� LQ� D� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DSSURDFK� ZKHUH� SK\VLFDO� FRQWDFW� WDNHV� SUHFHGHQFH� RYHU�

YHUEDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��:LWK�SK\VLFDO�GLVFLSOLQH��DV�ZLWK�HDWLQJ�DQG�VOHHSLQJ�WRJHWKHU��

WKH�DLP�LV�WR�ELQG�SHRSOH�WRJHWKHU�VR�WKDW�WKH\�ILW�LQWR�WKH�VXLWDEOH�SODFH�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�

KLHUDUFK\���

+DP]D�LV�DW�ORVV�LQ�ILQGLQJ�DGHTXDWH�PHWKRGV�WR�GLVFLSOLQH�6KD]LD��HYHQ�WKRXJK�

VKH�LV�RQO\�D�WRGGOHU��DQG�WKXV�FRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�‘just a little kid’��:DQWLQJ�WR�

react to Shazia’s non�DFFHSWDEOH� EHKDYLRXU�� +DP]D� EDWWOHV� EHWZHHQ� D� PHWKRG� RI�

SK\VLFDO�UHVSRQVH�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�LQWHUQDOLVHG�LQWR�KLP�WKURXJK�KLV�RZQ�FKLOGKRRG��DQG�

D�PRUH�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�DSSURDFK�ZKLFK�KH�DLPV�WR�LPSOHPHQW�EXW�GRHV�QRW�NQRZ�KRZ�

WR�����0DQ\� SDUHQWV� LQ� P\� VWXG\� UHFDOO� EHLQJ� SXQLVKHG� SK\VLFDOO\� DV� FKLOGUHQ� �VHH�

&KDSWHU� ���� D� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WKDW� JHQHUDOO\� UHVWV� ZLWK� WKH� IDWKHU� �VHH� DOVR� 6FKHSHU�

+XJKHV�� ������� 7KLV� LV� D� NLQG� RI� IDWKHU�FKLOG� UHODWLRQ� +DP]D� GRHV� QRW� ZDQW� WR�

continue into the next generation. Hamza’s dilemmas in disciplining Shazia FDQ� EH�

XQGHUVWRRG� WR�HSLWRPLVH�D�VKLIW� LQ�KRZ�WKH� LQGLYLGXDO�ERG\� LV�XQGHUVWRRG� LQ�D�VRFLDO�

context. For Hamza’s parents, a child’s body is subjected to hierarchical regimes of 

control, whereas Hamza sees Shazia’s body as belonging to herself. +DP]D�VKLIWV�KLV�

RULHQWDWLRQ�LQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�IURP�D�IRFXV�RQ�REHGLHQFH��ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR��

WRZDUGV�LQGHSHQGHQFH�IRU�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��*XOOHVWDG���������+RZHYHU��LQ�SUDFWLFH��WKLV�LV�
                                                           
����:KLOH�SDUHQWV�RI�WRGGOHUV�WRGD\�UHPHPEHU�WKHLU�RZQ�SDUHQWV�DV�VWULFW����\HDUV�DJR��WKHVH�SDUHQWV�GR�
QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� H[KLELW� WKH� VDPH� OHYHO� RI� VWULFWQHVV� WRZDUGV� WKHLU� JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�� 5\VVW� ZULWHV� RI� WKH�
‘grandparent paradox’ �5\VVW� +HLOPDQQ�� ������ ZKHUH� JUDQGSDUHQWV� DUH� PRUH� OHQLHQW� WRZDUGV� WKHLU�
JUDQGFKLOGUHQ� WKDQ� WKH\� ZHUH� WRZDUGV� WKHLU� RZQ� FKLOGUHQ�� ‘because they are just kids’�� DV� RQH�
JUDQGPRWKHU�XQGHUOLQHG�WR�PH��$ORQJ�WKH�VDPH�OLQHV��DV�RQH�PRWKHU�VD\V��- I can say [to my children] 
you are allowed to do this, but don’t do that, and then my mother-in-law will say that they can do that 
but not this, because ‘it is all right, she is a child’…I keep quiet because she is big, and I respect her…�
,Q�IDFW��+DP]D��VD\V�WKDW�KLV�IDWKHU�KDV�‘become another person’�DIWHU�<DVPLQ�DQG�KH�ILOOHG�WKH�KRXVH�
ZLWK� FKLOGUHQ� �VHH� &KDSWHU� ���� ,Q� IDFW�� +DP]D� DQG� KLV� IDWKHU� PD\� KDYH� D� PRUH� VLPLODU� DSSURDFK� WR�
GLVFLSOLQH�QRZ��WKDQ�ZKDW�+DP]D�UHPHPEHUV�IURP�KLV�RZQ�FKLOGKRRG���
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not straightforward. Hamza is faced with a dilemma as to what to do with Shazia’s 

EHKDYLRXU�DV�KH�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�UHSURGXFH�his father’s VDQFWLRQLQJ�WRRO��EXW�KH�GRHV�

QRW�\HW�KDYH�DQRWKHU�WRRO�WR�UHSODFH�WKLV�ZLWK���

�

Intensive socialisation: Class and migration history  
Greenfield’s theory of social change outlines that when the social context changes, 

‘cultural values’ and ‘learning environments’ become altered and developmental 

SDWKZD\V�VKLIW���������8VLQJ�7|QQLHV��VKH�DUJXHV�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�HPSKDVLV�VKLIWV�IURP�

Gemeinschaft-OLNH� WRZDUGV�PRUH�Gesellschaft�like values, cultural values shift ‘in a 

PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�GLUHFWLRQ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQWDO�SDWKZD\V�WRZDUG�PRUH�LQGHSHQGHQW�

social behaviour and more abstract cognition’ �*UHHQILHOG�������������,�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKH�

part of Greenfield’s theory that connects the shift in scale of social environment with 

VHOI�RWKHU�RULHQWDWLRQ��DOWKRXJK�,�GR�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�DV�D�shift in ‘cultural values’. 

5DWKHU�� DV� DUJXHG�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKLV� VKLIW� DPRQJ� SDUHQWV� WRZDUGV� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH�

FKLOG�DV�EHORQJLQJ�WR�LWVHOI��DV�D�EHLQJ�FDSDEOH�RI�VHOI�PDQDJHPHQW��DV�D�UHIOHFWLRQ�RI�

PRGHUQLVWLF�GLVFRXUVH��GH�+DDQ������������ZLWK�LWV�HPSKDVLV�RQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FKRLFH�DQG�

GHYHORSPHQW��7KLV�VKLIW�LV�IXHOOHG�E\�DQ�XSZDUG�MRXUQH\�RI�VRFLDO�PRELOLW\�LQ�WKH�IRUP�

RI�LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�VXFK�DV�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW��

=RKD� DQG� KHU� KXVEDQG�<DVLU� ERWK� KDYH� GHPDQGLQJ� SURIHVVLRQDO� FDUHHUV�� DQG�

QHHG� WR� UHJXODWH� WKH� OLYHV� RI� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� RUGHU� WR� PDQDJH� WKHLU� LQWHQVH� DQG�

FRPSOH[�VFKHGXOH��=RKD�VD\V��‘When it is bedtime, he [Yasir] is more lenient, but I 

stick to the routine. I am very much for routines. I need to get our lives to add up. 

Especially now that I have started working again, the kids must know what to do.’�

=RKD�� DV� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� KHU�� ZDQWV� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� WKHPVHOYHV� NQRZ� ZKDW� WR� GR�

�LQGHSHQGHQFH���XQGHUVFRUHG�E\�SUHGLFWDELOLW\�DQG�URXWLQHV��UHJXODWLRQ��FRPLQJ�IURP�

KHU��+HU�ROGHVW�FKLOG�VWDUWHG�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�RQH�\HDU��DQG�VKH�KDV�DSSOLHG�

IRU�D�SODFH�IRU�KHU�VHFRQG�FKLOG�VR�WKDW�WKLV�FKLOG�FRXOG�GR�WKH�VDPH��‘They get bored 

at home’��VKH�WHOOV�PH��DGGLQJ�WKDW�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LV�WKH�EHVW�SODFH�IRU�WKHP�WR�GHYHORS��

� (GXFDWLRQ�EHFRPHV�D�IRUP�RI�DFFXPXODWHG�FDSLWDO��DQG�LW�LV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�

RI�SDUHQWV�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�DFFXPXODWLRQ�RI�WKLV�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��)U¡QHV�	�6WU¡PPH��

����������7KLV�LV�VR�IRU�DOO�SDUHQWV��EXW�PLGGOH�FODVV�SDUHQWV�ZKR�ZHQW�LQWR�PDWHUQLW\�

OHDYH� IURP� HPSOR\PHQW�� ,� ILQG�� LQLWLDWH� WKLV� SURFHVV� HDUOLHU� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WKDQ�

PRWKHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW�GLUHFWO\�EHIRUH�KDYLQJ�D�FKLOG��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�
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more likely to return earlier to employment. For this to be possible, ‘the kids must 

know what to do’ ZKHQ�WKH�PRWKHU�ZLOO�QRW�EH�DURXQG�IRU�PXFK�RI� WKH�GD\��$PRQJ�

PRWKHUV� ,� NQRZ� ZKR� KDYH� DQ� RXWVLGH� MRE�� RIWHQ� FRPELQHG� ZLWK� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�

PRWKHULQJ� LV�PRUH� LQWHQVLYH� DQG� VWUXFWXUHG��ZLWK�JUHDWHU� HPSKDVLV�RQ� LQGHSHQGHQFH�

ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ��$V�DOVR�DPRQJ�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�SDUHQWV��WKH�

WLG\� WUDMHFWRU\� DQG� LQWHQVLYH� SDUHQWLQJ�PRGHOV� DUH�PRUH� GHVFULSWLYH� RI�PLGGOH�FODVV�

WKDQ�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�SDUHQWLQJ��7KLV�DOVR�HQWDLOV�VHQGLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�IURP�

WKH�DJH�RI�DERXW�RQH��EHFDXVH�WKLV�LV�VHHQ�DV�WKH�EHVW�SODFH�IRU�WKHP�WR�GHYHORS��7KLV�LV�

LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�LQWHQVLYH�DQG�WLG\�WUDMHFWRU\�SDUHQWLQJ�PRGHOV���

7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�WKDQ�KHU�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�WKDW�LQIOXHQFH�

Zoha’s drive and ability to organise her children’s lives. For instance, her husband, 

OLNH�KHUVHOI��ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�EURXJKW�XS� LQ�1RUZD\�DQG�� OLNH�KHU�� VSHQW�KLV�FKLOG��DQG�

adulthood in Norwegian state ‘institutions’ (education and employment). They both 

KDYH� DQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� DQG� KDYH� DGDSWHG� WR� WKH� RIILFLDO� 1RUZHJLDQ� core moral 

value� RI� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\�� 7KLV� LV� OLNHO\� WR� KDYH� influenced Zoha’s SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ�

HPSOR\PHQW��HYHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�KDV�GHOLEHUDWHO\�FKRVHQ�WR�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�OHVV�GHPDQGLQJ�

SXEOLF� VHFWRU� DIWHU� WKH\� KDG� FKLOGUHQ�� ZKLOH� <DVLU� KDV� GHYHORSHG� KLV� FDUHHU� LQ� WKH�

SULYDWH�VHFWRU��‘Soon it will be my turn though, I have told my husband that’��VKH�VD\V�

GHWHUPLQHG��EXW�ZLWK�D�VPLOH���

$ERYH��,�DUJXHG�WKDW�in shifting children’s orientations towards independence 

and ‘finding oneself’, parents positLRQ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�SDUHQWV�

with regard to how they regulate their children’ behaviour. This is a conflict between 

\RXQJ� parents and their parents’ generation, but also a conflict within the parents 

WKHPVHOYHV� WKDW� LQYROYHV� ILQGLQJ� WKHLU� RZQ� ZD\� RI� EDODQFLQJ� GLIIHUHQW� UHODWLRQDO�

orientations, and of situating themselves and ambitions for their children’s futures LQ�

RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ���

7KHUH� LV� D� FODVV�EDVHG� HOHPHQW� WR� WKH� OHYHO� RI� LQWHUQDO� FRQIOLFW� WKDW� SDUHQWV�

H[SHULHnce, and to parents’ parenting style. For some ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

PRWKHUV� LQ� P\� VWXG\�� FRPELQLQJ� PXOWLSOH� RULHQWDWLRQV� LQ� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� LV�

XQSUREOHPDWLF��EXW�PDQ\�H[SHULHQFH� LW� DV�D�GLOHPPD��DV� LV� WKH�FDVH� IRU�+DGL\D� �VHH�

5HHVH�������RQ�0H[LFDQ�$PHULFDQ�SDUHQWLQJ�. Hadiya speaks of ‘double rearing’ and 

H[SHULHQFHV� D� FRQIOLFW� EHWZHHQ� GLIIHUHQW� QRWLRQV� RI� SHUVRQKRRG� DORQJ� D� VFDOH� RI�

LQGLYLGXDOLW\� DQG� FROOHFWLYLW\�� VLWXDWHG� LQ� WKH� LQWHUVHFWLRQ� RI� VWDWH� DQG� IDPLO\�

ideologies. I explore Hadiya’s case iQ�JUHDWHU�GHWDLO�LQ�&KDSWHU������
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=RKD� ILQGV� WKLV� GRXEOHQHVV� OHVV� FRQIOLFWXDO�� ,Q� KHU� DSSURDFK�� WKH� VHOI� FDQ� EH�

VHHQ�WR�DOVR�encompasses it’s other �%DXPDQQ�	�*LQJULFK������E�[L�� WKURXJK�ZKLFK�

‘doubleness’ is merely two sides of the same coin –�ERWK�LQKHUHQt in Zoha’s approach 

WR� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� =RKD�� ZLWK� D� SRVW�JUDGXDWH� GHJUHH� DQG� D� IHOORZ� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

VSRXVH� ZKR� DOVR� KDV� D� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�� OHDYHV� LW� XS� WR� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� HQJDJH�

reflexively with these double sets of ‘core moral values’ or subject poVLWLRQV��ZKHUH�

WKH\�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK��FKDOOHQJH�DQG�UHGHILQH�WKHLU�VRFLDO�ZRUOG�DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�

RI�UHODWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�  

0LJUDWLRQ�WUDMHFWRU\�LV�D�GLPHQVLRQ�WKDW�KHOSV�H[SODLQ�WKH�VKLIW�WRZDUGV�JUHDWHU�

LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ� DQG� UHIOH[LYLW\� LQ� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��%XW��ZKHQ� LW� LV� QRW� FRPELQHG�ZLWK�

WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�� WKLV�GLPHQVLRQ�GRHV�QRW�DOZD\V�HPHUJH�DV�DQDO\WLFDOO\�GLVWLQFWLYH�

LQ�P\� VWXG\��$� IXUWKHU� GLPHQVLRQ� WKDW� FDQ�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW� LPSOLFDWLRQV� LQ�SUDFWLFH� LV�

KRXVHKROG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��/LYLQJ�LQ�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROGV�WHQGV�WR�EH�D�UHVXOW�RI�D�JUDGXDO�

DQG�LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�SURFHVV�IRU�ERWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ��,QGHHG��PDQ\�RI�WKH�IDPLOLHV�,�

NQRZ�ZKR�OLYHG� LQ�D�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROG�VWDUWHG�RII� WKHLU�PDUULHG� OLIH� LQ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�

KRXVHKROG��)RU�RWKHUV�� VXFK�DV�0DULDP�� WR�ZKRP� ,� UHWXUQ� LQ� WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU� LQ�P\�

GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� HPSOR\PHQW�� OLYLQJ� LQ� DQ� H[WHQGHG� KRXVHKROG� PDNHV� HQWHULQJ�

HPSOR\PHQW� HDVLHU� EHFDXVH� FORVH� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� DUH� DYDLODEOH� WR� FDUH� IRU� WKH�

FKLOGUHQ� DW� KRPH�� D� SRLQW�0RRQ� ������� DOVR�PDNHV�ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� .RUHDQ�PLJUDQW�

ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�86����

'HVSLWH�GLIIHUHQFHV��D�ODUJH�PDMRULW\��LI�QRW�DOO��RI�WKH�SDUHQWV�LQ�P\�VWXG\�ZDQW�

WKH� GHYHORSPHQWDO� SDWKZD\V� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� EHFRPH� PRUH� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� DQG�

PRUH� GLUHFWHG� WRZDUGV� DEVWUDFW� FRJQLWLRQ�� VR� WKDW� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� FDQ� OLYH� PRUH�

LQGHSHQGHQW�� *esellschaft-like OLYHV�� 7KLV�� ,� ILQG�� LV� DOVR� HYLGHQW� LQ� KRZ� SDUHQWV�

LPDJLQH� WKH� NLQG� RI� UHODWLRQVKLSV� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� WR� KDYH� UHJDUGLQJ� 3DNLVWDQ� DQG�

UHOLJLRQ��WR�ZKLFK�,�QRZ�WXUQ���

�

New forms of transnational belonging 
6RFLologist Anja Weiss points out that ‘the affiliation of migrant populations to their 

country of origin can become increasingly symbolic’ ������������ ZKHUHDV� 3HJJ\�

/HYLWW� DQG�0DU\�:DWHUV� DUJXH� WKDW��ZKLOH� WKH� LQWHQVLW\� RI� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ� DQFHVWUDO�

KRPHV�LV� OLkely to decrease with time, ‘the extent to which they [second generation] 

will engage in transnational practices is still an open question’ �����D�����0RUH�WKDQ�
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ten years after Levitt and Waters’ observations, I do believe that it is possible to give 

VRPH�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�ERWK�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQWV�HQJDJH�LQ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�SUDFWLFHV�DQG��DV�LV�P\�IRFXV�KHUH��WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

SDUHQWV�LQFRUSRUDWH�WKLV�LQWR�WKH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WKLUG�JHQHUDWLRQ��,QGHHG��DV�DUJXHG�

LQ� WKH� ILUVW� FKDSWHU�� PHPRU\� LV� QRW� XQGHU� WKUHDW� E\�PLJUDWLRQ� DQG� JURZLQJ� XS� LQ� D�

GLIIHUHQW� FRXQWU\� WKDQ� WKDW� RI� RQH� RU� WZR� RI� WKH� SDUHQWV�� ,QGHHG�� WKHUH� FDQ� EH�

FRQWLQXLW\�DOVR�LQ�FKDQJHV��DQG�LQ�FKDQJHV�RI�SK\VLFDO�SODFH����

&KLOGUHQ�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�E\�SDUHQWV�ZLWK�D�PLJUDWLRQ�EDFNJURXQG�‘are not only 

VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR�WKH�UXOHV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI� WKH�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�WKH\�OLYH��EXW�DOVR�LQ�

those of the countries from whence their families come’ �/HYLWW�������������DV�VWXGLHV�

RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FKLOGKRRGV�VKRZ�IRU�LQVWDQFH�DPRQJ�9LHWQDPHVH�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�86$�

�(VSLULX�	�7UDQ���������VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�)LQODQG� �+DLNNROD��������DQG�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO� IDPLO\� OLIH� DQG� FKLOGKRRGV� PRUH� JHQHUDOO\� �*RXOERXUQH�� 5H\QROGV��

6RORPRV�	�=RQWLQL��������2UHOODQD��7KRUQH��&KHH�	�/DP���������$V�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�

dilemmas surrounding ‘double rearing’�� SDUHQWV� LQ�P\� VWXG\� VHHN� WR� VRFLDOLVH� WKHLU�

children into double ‘cultural repertoires’ �/HYLWW�� ������ HQFRPSDVVLQJ� GLIIHUHQW�

HPRWLRQDO� DQG� JHRJUDSKLFDO� VSDFHV� DQG� PHDQLQJV� DWWDFKHG� WR� WKHVH�� EXW� ZLWK� WKH�

HPSKDVLV�RQ�JHRJUDSKLFDO�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOLW\�LQ�1RUZD\��7KLV�LV�D�

IRUP� RI� EHORQJLQJ� WKDW� HQFRPSDVVHV� DQG� LQYROYHV� WKH� WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHGQHVV� RI� D�

VRFLDO�ZRUOG�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�ERWK�the ‘here�DQG�there’ �6FKQHLGHU��&KDYH]��'L6LSLR�	�

:DWHUV������������LWDOLFV�LQ�RULJLQDO����

&RQWDFW� ZLWK� UHODWLYHV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� UHPDLQV� D� VLJQLILFDQW� HOHPHQW� LQ� P\�

informants’ lives��DQG�NLQVKLS�UHPDLQV�D�IRXQGDWLRQDO�VRXUFH�RI�SHUVRQDO�LGHQWLW\��DQG�

LV�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�WKHLU�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LGHDOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�–�EXW�WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�DOWHUDWLRQV�LQ�

ERWK�WKHLU�DLPV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��WKH�GXUDWLRQ��SXUSRVH�DQG�QDWXUH�RI�YLVLWV�KDYH�FKDQJHG�

from parents’ own childhoods. Transnational engagements remain central in 

VRFLDOLVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�LQWR�WKHVH�GRXEOH�FXOWXUDO�UHSHUWRLUHV��EXW�QRW�ZLWK�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�

living ‘double’ lives, but rather as resources to facilitate children’s belonging and 

PRELOLW\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQ�1RUZD\�� ,Q� WKLV� VHQVH�� ,� ILQG� LW�PRUH�XVHIXO� WR�H[SORUH� WKH�

nature�RI� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� HQJDJHPHQW�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� LWV�extent��%HVLGHV� WUDYHOV�DQG�RWKHU�

contact with places and kin in Pakistan, religion is also an element of ‘double rearing’ 

FRQQHFWLQJ� SODFHV�� SHRSOH� DQG� PRUDO� RULHQWDWLRQV� LQ� D� ZD\� WKDW� RSHQV� XS� IRU�

UHIOH[LYLWLHV�DQG�GLOHPPDV�DV�WR�KRZ�H[DFWO\�UHOLJLRXV�YDOXHV�DUH�WR�EH�WUDQVPLWWHG�WR�

FKLOGUHQ�DQG�IRU�ZKDW�SXUSRVH���
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�

Religious socialisation 
5HOLJLRQ�HQWHUV�FKLOGren’s universes long before they start reading the Quran��,VODP�LV�

IXQGDPHQWDO� LQ� VKDSLQJ� EDELHV� IURP� WKHLU� YHU\� ILUVW� EUHDWK�� WKURXJK� WKH� ghutti� �VHH�

&KDSWHU����DQG�ZKHQ� WKH�azan� �FDOO� WR�SUD\HU�� LV�ZKLVSHUHG� LQWR� LWV�HDU�� DQG� ODWHU�DW�

aqueequa ZKHQ� WKH� QHZ�born’s hair is shaved off, as it is considered to be LPSXUH�

�najis���W\SLFDOO\�D�ZHHN�RU�WZR�DIWHU�ELUWK��,W�LV�D�GXW\�IRU�0XVOLP�SDUHQWV�WR�VRFLDOLVH�

WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DV�0XVOLPV��.KDGHU���������DQG�4XUDQ�VFKRRO� LV�D�UHJXODU�DFWLYLW\�IRU�

VRPH�RI�WKH�ROGHU�VLEOLQJV�RI�WKH�WRGGOHU�FKLOGUHQ�,�NQRZ�DIWHU�WKH\�KDYH�WXUQHG���RU����

As noted in the first chapter, Mariam’s girls went to Quran schRRO�RQ�ZHHN�HQGV��DQG�

IURP�D�\RXQJ�DJH��ZLWK� WKH�\RXQJHVW�RQH�MXVW�RXW�RI�QDSSLHV�ZKHQ�VKH�VWDUWHG�–�EXW�

this was accompanied by Mariam’s rather relaxed attitude to their proteVWV� DJDLQVW�

KRPHZRUN��:KHQ� WKH\� WROG�0DULDP� WKDW� WKH\�GLG�QRW�ZLVK� WR�FRQWLQXH�JRLQJ� WR� WKH�

VFKRRO��0DULDP�LPPHGLDWHO\�DFFHSWHG�WKLV���

)HZ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�,�NQRZ�RI�JR�WR�WKH�PRVTXH�UHJXODUO\��EXW�IDWKHUV�PD\�

WDNH� WKHLU� VRQV� VRPH� )ULGD\V� RU� GXULQJ� WKH� +RO\� 0RQWK� RI� 5DPDGDQ�����:KHQ� LQ�

3DNLVWDQ��1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� WHQG� WR� IROORZ� UHOLJLRXV� URXWLQHV�PRUH� VWULFWO\��ZLWK�

WKH� FDOO� IRU� SUD\HU� DXGLEOH�ZKHUHYHU� RQH� LV�� RUJDQLVLQJ� GDLO\� OLIH� WR� D�PXFK� JUHDWHU�

GHJUHH�WKDQ�LQ�1RUZD\��7KHUH��1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�ZRPHQ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�ERUQ�DQG�

UDLVHG�LQ�1RUZD\��FRYHU�WKHLU�KDLU�DW�SUD\HU�WLPHV��ZLWK�D�VZLIW�PRYHPHQW�RI�WKH�DUP�

DQG�DOPRVW�XQ�QRWLFHDEOH�OLIWLQJ�RI�WKH�dupatta�IURP�WKH�VKRXOGHUV�WR�FRYHU�WKH�KHDG��

ZKLFK�,�KDYH�QHYHU�VHHQ�DQ\RQH�GR�LQ�1RUZD\��$QG�\HW��WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�WKH�KDQG��

VSUHDGLQJ� WKH�dupatta�over one’s head seems automatic, and is, ,� DVVXPH�� D�ZD\�RI�

PRYLQJ�DQG�KROGLQJ�WKH�ERG\�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR���

&KLOGUHQ� PD\� FHOHEUDWH� WKHLU� ILUVW� 5DPDGDQ� IDVW� �roza kuzhai�� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ��

EHFDXVH� LW� JLYHV� D� VWURQJHU� VHQVH� RI� FRPPXQLW\� WR� IDVW� ZKHQ� RWKHUV� IDVW� WRR�� DQG�

WRJHWKHU�EUHDNLQJ�WKH�IDVW�ZLWK�D�VZHHW�GDWH�IROORZHG�E\�WKH�iftar�PHDO��5HOLJLRQ�GRHV�

QRW� VWUXFWXUH� WKH� GD\� LQ� 1RUZD\� DV� LW� GRHV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� QHLWKHU� IRU� DGXOWV� QRU� IRU�

FKLOGUHQ��+RZHYHU��UHOLJLRQ�LV�DQ�HOHPHQW�LQ�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�and a source of ‘core moral 

values’�DOVR�LQ�1RUZD\��RIWHQ�DORQJVLGH�RWKHU�DFWLYLWLHV��VXFK�DV�VRFFHU�RU�VZLPPLQJ�

OHVVRQV��$V�QRWHG�LQ�&KDSWHU���%DGU\D�HPSKDVLVHG�WDNLQJ�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�OHLVXUH�WLPH�

                                                           
����-XVW�DV� WKH�SDUHQWV�DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� IDFLOLWDWLQg children’s religious upbringing, KDYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
can increase parents’ religious activities. Ismail, for example, started praying five times a day after his 
GDXJKWHU�ZDV�ERUQ��WKDQNLQJ�WKH�3URSKHW�IRU�WKH�KHDOWK\�FKLOG��



220 
 

DFWLYLWLHV� DV� RQH� HOHPHQW� WKDW� PDGH� KHU� PRWKHULQJ� GLIIHU� IURP� WKDW� RI� KHU� PRWKHU��

$lthough Mariam’s JLUOV�ZHQW�WR�4XUDQ�VFKRRO�DW�WKH�ZHHNHQGV��WKH\�GR�QRW�SULRULWLVH�

GRLQJ� KRPHZRUN�� +HQFH�� DOWKRXJK� ,VODP� IROORZV� FKLOGUHQ� WKURXJKRXW� WKHLU�

FKLOGKRRGV��LQWHQVLW\�YDULHV�ZLWK�DJH��LQWHUHVW�DQG�SDUHQWV’�DWWLWXGHV���

,� QRZ� WXUQ� WR� WZR� FDVHV� VKRZLQJ�KRZ�SDUHQWV� LQFOXGH� UHOLJLRQ� DQG� UHOLJLRXV�

WHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKHLU�WRGGOHUV��:H�EHJLQ�ZLWK�<DVPLQ�DQG�+DP]D��ZKR�ILW�LQ�

WKH�UHOLJLRXV�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�6KD]LD�DQG�+DURRQ�LQ�GDLO\�OLIH�LQ�D�VWUXFWXUHG�EXW�FDVXDO�

ZD\��ZLWK�WKH�SDUHQWV�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��Ln this case Haroon, get ‘the best of 

both worlds’ as Yasmin says.��

�
During one of my almost weekly visits to Yasmin and Hamza’s family, they 
SURXGO\�DQQRXQFH�WR�PH�WKDW�+DURRQ�KDV�EHJXQ� WDNLQJ�4XUDQ�OHVVRQV�YLD�WKH�
,QWHUQHW�� 7KH� WHDFKHU� VLWV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� DQG� JLYHV� +DURRQ� ���PLQXWHV
� OHVVRQV�
Monday to Thursday at 5 o’clock, prior to which Yasmin gives the boy a 30�
PLQXWHV� OHVVRQ�� ‘It is important that he learns about Islam before he learns 
from the B-Muslims. They have their own opinion about Islam and make it 
stricter than it actually is’��+DP]D�VD\V�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�WHDFKHUV�DW�WKH�4XUDQ�
VFKRROV� LQ�1RUZD\�� ‘B-Muslims?’� ,�DVN�� ‘Yes, they interpret the Quran much 
more strictly than it actually LV�’�<DVPLQ�WRR�LV�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKH�,QWHUQHW�4XUDQ�
WHDFKHU��‘He is a really good teacher; when Haroon is tired he picks it up, and 
plays some games with him. It is cheap too…I cannot believe how cheap it 
actually is.’ ,� DVN� +DP]D� LI� WKH� WHDFKHU� DOVR� KDV� D� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� WHDFK�
FKLOGUHQ�PRUH� JHQHUDO� EHKDYLRXUDO� FRGHV�� ‘The teacher does not really rear 
[oppdra] Haroon as such. He asks Haroon how his day has been and if he has 
listened to his mum and dad, but does not go into further details.’� ,VODP� LV�
VHOGRP� PDGH� H[SOLFLW� LQ� FKLOG� XSEULQJLQJ� QHLWKHU� E\� WKH� WHDFKHU� QRU� E\�
WKHPVHOYHV�� <DVPLQ� VD\V�� ‘Not really, but we can say things like ‘don’t lie 
because Allah will be upset with you’…but Islam is common sense, the same 
applies to all religions and people.’ �

/DWHU� WKDW� DIWHUQRRQ�ZKLOH�ZH� GULQN� WHD�� VQDFN� RQ� VDPRVDV� DQG� FKDW��
Shazia ‘reads’ the book about Spot the Dog I bought her a few weeks ago. She 
VLWV�RQ�WKH�IORRU�ZLWK�OHJV�FURVVHG��KROGV�WKH�ERRN�ZLWK�ERWK�KDQGV��DQG�VWDUWV�
UHDGLQJ�IURP�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�ERRN��DV�VKH�KDV�VHHQ�WKH�4XUDQ�EHLQJ�UHDG��ZKLOH�
VKH�PRYHV�WKH�XSSHU�SDUW�RI�KHU�ERG\�LQ�WKH�PHGLWDWLYH�UK\WKP�FRPPRQ�ZKHQ�
SUD\LQJ��+DP]D�DQG�<DVPLQ�H[FKDQJH�SURXG�ORRNV��KLGLQJ�WKHLU�VPLOHV�VR�DV�
QRW� WR� GLVWUDFW� 6KD]LD�� :KHQ� 6KD]LD� LV� WLUHG� RI� WKH� SUHWHQG� SUD\LQJ�� ZKLFK�
<DVPLQ� KDV� GLVFUHWHO\� EHHQ� ILOPLQJ�� VKH� UXQV� LQWR� WKH� EHGURRP� DQG� FRPHV�
EDFN� ZLWK� D� FKLOG hijab,� ZKLWH�� ZLWK� ODFH� DQG� IORZHU� GHFRUDWLRQV� LQ� SDVWHO�
FRORXUV�� 6KD]LD� SXWV� LW� RQ�� VPLOHV� MRNLQJO\� EHIRUH� VKH� WDNHV� LW� RII� DJDLQ� DQG�
JLYHV�LW�WR�PH�WR�WU\�RQ���

�

In Shazia’s pretend praying and playing with the hijab, ERGLO\�DQG�PDWHULDO�DVSHFWV�RI�

religion come to the fore, at her own initiative. The book about Spot ‘becomes’ a 

4XUDQ� DQG�� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKH� IRUPV� WKH� JHQGHUHG� DQG� PDWHULDO� FRPSRQHQWV� RI� KHU�
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VHVVLRQ��1HLWKHU�+DP]D�QRU�<DVPLQ�SUD\�ILYH�WLPHV�D�GD\��EXW�0UV�DQG�0U�$NWKDU�WU\�

to. At their home in Ellingsrud, Mrs and Mr Akthar’s bedroom is used for prayers. 

When it is prayer time, or someone is ‘making up for’ a missed prayer, the prayer mat 

�jah namaz��LV�UROOHG�RXW��WR�SURYLGH�D�VSDFH�IRU�SUD\LQJ�DQG�DIWHUWKRXJKW��6RPHWLPHV�

6KD]LD�DQG�+DURRQ�SUD\�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKHLU�JUDQGSDUHQWV��EXW��DV�+DP]D�VD\V��WKH\�DUH�

not actively encouraged to do so, because ‘it must come from them [the children]’��

7KLV�LV�LQGLUHFWO\�HQFRXUDJHG�WKRXJK��ZLWK�WKH�JUDQGSDUHQWV�NHHSLQJ�WKH�GRRU�RSHQ�WR�

WKH�EHGURRP�ZKHUH�WKH\�SUD\��VR�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�FRPH�DQG�JR�DV�WKH\�SOHDVH�GXULQJ�

SUD\HUV��,�KDYH�DOVR�REVHUYHG�DGXOW�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�SODFH�WKH�jah namaz�LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�

URRP��EHWZHHQ�WKH�79�VKRZLQJ�FDUWRRQV�DQG�WKH�VRID�ZKHUH�FKLOGUHQ�VLW�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�

FDUWRRQV�� ZLWKRXW� FKLOGUHQ� SURWHVWLQJ� DW� WKH� LQWHUUXSWLRQ�� $OVR�� WKH� ILOPLQJ�� VPLOLQJ�

and proud looks from Hamza and Yasmin, triggered by Shazia’s pretend�SUD\LQJ��DUH�

D�IRUP�RI�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��HYHQ�LI�LW�LV�QRW�YHUEDO���

5\DQ�DQG�9DFFKHOOL������������LQ�WKHLU�VWXG\�0XVOLP�PRWKHUV�LQ�/RQGRQ��ILQG�

WKDW�WKH\�XVH�‘conservative’�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�,VODP�LQ�WKHLU�FKLOG�XSEULQJLQJ�SUDFWLFH�

DV�D�WRRO�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�WKH�‘dangers’�RI�%ULWLVK�VRFLHW\��DV�D�IUDPHZRUN�

IRU� WHDFKLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DERXW� ULJKW� DQG� ZURQJ�� DV� D� WRRO� LQ� QHJRWLDWLQJ� FXOWXUDO�

EHORQJLQJ� DQG�� ILQDOO\�� DQG� DV� D� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� WKH� UHLQIRUFHPHQW� RI� DXWKRULWDWLYH�

SDUHQWLQJ��3DUHQWV�,�NQRZ�GR�QRW�XVH�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�VHHNLQJ�WR�UHVWULFW�WKH�ILHOG�RI�DFWLRQ�

IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH� ZD\� UHSRUWHG� E\� 5\DQ� DQG� 9DFFKHOOL�� ,QGHHG�� Hamza’s�

FRQFHUQ� DERXW� B-Muslims� UHIOHFWV� TXLWH� WKH� RSSRVLWH�� +H� VHHV� LW� DV� D� SDUHQWDO�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�SURYLGH�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�D�OHVV�FRQVHUYDWLYH�UHOLJLRXV�IRXQGDWLRQ�DV�D�

PHDQV�WR�SUHYHQW�DQG�UHVLVW�VXFK�LQIOXHQFHV��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�Haroon’s�,QWHUQHW�OHVVRQV��

KH�GRHV�QRW�HVWDEOLVK�D�QHWZRUN�RI�0XVOLP�3DNLVWDQLV�LQ�1RUZD\��VHH�$DUVHW����������

+DP]D� LV� DGDPDQW� WKDW� KLV� VRQ� VKRXOG�KDYH� D�3DNLVWDQ�EDVHG�4XUDQ� WHDFKHU��

RIWHQ� VHHQ� DV� WHDFKLQJ� D� PRUH� FRUUHFW� DQG� IOH[LEOH� YHUVLRQ� WKDQ� WKDW� WDXJKW� LQ� WKH�

3DNLVWDQL� 0RVTXHV� LQ� 2VOR�� ZKHUH�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� +DP]D�� UHOLJLRXV� DQG� WKH� PRUH�

FRQVHUYDWLYH� FXOWXUDO� YDOXHV� DUH� QRW� GLVWLQJXLVKHG� IURP� HDFK� RWKHU�� )XUWKHUPRUH��

+DP]D�DQG�<DVPLQ�DUH�DGDPDQW�WKDW�UHOLJLRXV�SUDFWLFH��VXFK�DV�4XUDQ�OHVVRQV��VKRXOG�

QRW� EH� DW� WKH� FRVW� RI� children’s� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\�� OLNH�Haroon’s�

SODFH�RQ�WKH�VRFFHU�WHDP��+RZHYHU��WKDW�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�UHOLJLRXV�XSEULQJLQJ�LV�QRW�

LPSRUWDQW� –� EHFDXVH� LW� LV�� EXW� DORQJVLGH� RWKHU� DFWLYLWLHV� WKDW� EXLOG� QHWZRUNV� DQG�

EHORQJLQJ�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��
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� :KHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� EHKDYLRXU�� SDUHQWV� WHQG� WR� HPSKDVLVH� WKH� PRUH� JHQHUDO�

aspects of Islam, such as ‘normal folkeskikk’ (normal good manners). Indeed��<DVPLQ�

calls much of Islamic values ‘common sense’ and eqXDWHV� WKHP� ZLWK� WKH� PRUDO�

RULHQWDWLRQ� RI� ‘all religions and people’. Yet, it is considered important that this 

‘common sense’ comes from Islamic teachings. For Hamza, the continuity in religion 

HQWDLOV�DQ�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�LV�OHVV�FRQVHUYDWLYH�WKDQ�WKDW�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKHP�

LQ�1RUZD\��<DVPLQ�HPSKDVLVHV�FRPPRQDOLWLHV�DFURVV�UHOLJLRQV��EXW�,VODP�UHPDLQV�WKH�

PRUDO� IUDPHZRUN� WR�ZKLFK� WKH\� UHODWH� DQG� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH\�DLP� WR�KDYH� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�

HPEHGGHG�� DOEHLW� LQ� D� OHVV� DXWKRULWDWLYH� ZD\� ZKHQ� FRPSDUHG� WR� ZKDW� 5\DQ� DQG�

9DFFKHOOL� ILQG�DPRQJ�0XVOLP�PRWKHUV� LQ�/RQGRQ� ��������HPSKDVLVLQJ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�

and inclusion rather than protection and distance. Yasmin’s ordering in this sense 

bears similarities to Baumann and Gingrich’s grammars �����F���ZKHUH�WKH�GLDORJLFDO�

DVSHFW�RI�VWUXFWXUHV�LV�HPSKDVLVHG��,Q�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�KHU�ER\V��PLGGOH�

FODVV� =RKD� KDV� ERWK� D� PRUH� GHWHUPLQHG� DQG� UHIOH[LYH� DSSURDFK� WR� WKH� UHOLJLRXV�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� RI� KHU� VRQV�� :KHQ� ,� DVN� KHU� LI� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� �ZLOO�� JR� WR� D� &KULVWLDQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�&KULVWLDQ��VKH�UHVSRQGV���

 

‘No no...we are not Christians. We are Muslims. But still, this [Salvation Army 

kindergarten] was one of the first kindergartens we applied to. We did not take 

the one that is closest to us – there are a lot of immigrant children there. I 

have walked past several times, and heard children swearing in Urdu – words 

even I do not know. My cousin’s kids also went to the Salvation Army 

kindergarten, and said positive things about it. And it is on the way to work. It 

is our job to teach him what Islam is. They will learn about Christianity in 

school. Then the boys will have to choose for themselves. It is the 

responsibility of the parents [to facilitate the choice]. I did that. I was not 

taken out of Christianity classes when I went to school.’�����

�

=RKD� VHHV� LW� DV� D�SDUHQWDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR�SURYLGH� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�GRXEOH� VHWV�RI�

UHOLJLRXV�YDOXHV� DQG� ODQJXDJH��EXW� DV� WKH�children’s� RZQ� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� UHIOHFW� RQ�

DQG�PDQDJH�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQW�PRUDO�RULHQWDWLRQV��6KH�QHDWO\�GLYLGHV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�

WKH�KRPH� �IDPLO\��DQG�NLQGHUJDUWHQ� �VWDWH��� DQG�SODFHV�KHU�FKLOGUHQ� DW� WKH�FHQWUH��RU�
                                                           
��� �:KHQ� =RKD� ZHQW� WR� VFKRRO�� FODVVHV� WHDFKLQJ� &KULVWLDQ� KLVWRU\� DQG� PRUDOLW\�
�Kristendomsundervisning) ZHUH�D�FRPSXOVRU\�SDUW�RI�WKH�FXUULFXOXP� 
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WKH� LQWHUIDFH�� RI� WKHVH�� H[SHFWLQJ� WKHP��ZLWK� WLPH� DQG� DJH�� WR� HQJDJH� UHIOH[LYHO\� LQ�

QHJRWLDWLQJ� WKHVH� GRXEOH� VHWV� RI� YDOXHV�� ,Q� KHU� DSSURDFK�� DV� ,� VHH� LW�� WKHUH� LV� DQ�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKDW� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� OHDUQ� ‘their�own’� UHOLJLRXV� YDOXHV� LQ� WKH� KRPH�� DQG�

WKH\� OHDUQ� DERXW� &KULVWLDQLW\�� ZKLFK� VKH� FRQVLGHUV� WR� EH� LPSRUWDQW� NQRZOHGJH� IRU�

OLYLQJ� LQ� 1RUZD\�� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH� KRPH�� =RKD� VHHV� WKHVH� WZR� DUHQDV� RI� OHDUQLQJ� DV�

FRPSOHPHQWLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU��UDWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�LQ�FRQIOLFW��6KH�VLWXDWHV�KHU�VRQV�LQ�WKH�

PLGGOH�RI�WKLV��ZKHUH�WKH\�‘will have to choose for themselves’. :KHQ�WKH\�DUH�DEOH�WR�

GR� VR�� WKH�RXWFRPH�PD\�EH� WKDW� WKH\� FKRRVH�&KULVWLDQLW\��$OWKRXJK� WKLV� LV� D� ULVN�RI�

Zoha’s�LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�VWUDWHJ\��,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHWKHU�=RKD�VHULRXVO\�KDV�FRQVLGHUHG�

WKLV�SRVVLEOH�RXWFRPH�DQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�WKHUHRI��7KH�SRLQW� LV�KRZHYHU��

WKDW�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�ER\V�ZLWK�D�VWURQJ�HQRXJK�0XVOLP�IRXQGDWLRQ�WR�

SUHYHQW�WKLV�IURP�KDSSHQLQJ�LV�ZLWK�KHU�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG���

=RKD��LQ�VWUXFWXULQJ�UHOLJLRXV�LQIOXHQFHV�LQWR�D�WLG\�GLYLVLRQ��DQG�HPSKDVLVLQJ�

kinds of knowledge and the child’s abilities to reflect on these, has an approach that is�

PRUH� LQWHQVLYH� DQG� UHJXODWHG� WKDQ� WKH� PRUH� IOH[LEOH� DQG� HPERGLHG� DSSURDFK� WR�

UHOLJLRXV�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�+DP]D�DQG�<DVPLQ�KDYH�ZLWK�6KD]LD��ZKR�LV�VLPLODU�LQ�DJH�WR�

Zoha’s boys.� ,W� LV� P\� LPSUHVVLRQ� WKDW� 0DULDP� KDV� D� PRUH� IOH[LEOH� DSSURDFK� WR�

UHOLJLRXV�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��ZKHUH�UHOLJLRXV�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LV�RI�OHVV�LPSRUWDQFH�WKDQ�IRU�WKH�

WZR�RWKHU�FRXSOHV�GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKLV� VHFWLRQ��$V�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�QR� ORQJHU� DWWHQG�4XUDQ�

VFKRRO�� WKH\�DUH� IUHH� WR� GR�RWKHU� IDPLO\�UHODWHG� DFWLYLWLHV� WRJHWKHU�� VXFK� DV� FRRNLQJ��

JDUGHQLQJ� RU� VHHLQJ� DQLPDOV� DW� D� ORFDO� IDUP� –� DOO� RI� ZKLFK� WKH\� GR�� )RU� DOO� WKHVH�

FKLOGUHQ��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�HOHPHQWV�RI�FKRLFH�LQ�EDODQFLQJ�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�GLPHQVLRQ�

RI�WKHLU�XSEULQJLQJ��=RKD�VHHNV�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�D�FKRLFH�WKDW� LQYROYHV�WZR�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�

LQFOXGHV�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WHDFKHUV�LQ�KHU�DFWV�RI�EDODQFLQJ���

5HIHUULQJ� WR� %ULWLVK�3DNLVWDQLV� ERUQ� LQ� D� GLDVSRUD�� 6HDQ�0F/RXJKOLQ� DUJXHV�

WKDW� ‘customs� DQG� ODQJXDJH� ORVH� WKHLU� YDOHQF\� ZKHQ� PHPRULHV� fracture’,� WKURXJK�

ZKLFK�UHOLJLRQ�RSHQV�XS�D�ZLGHU��PRUH�PRELOH�SDWK�RI�EHORQJLQJ�������������D�SRLQW�

VHYHUDO� UHVHDUFKHUV� KDYH� PDGH� DOVR� ZLWK� UHJDUGV� WR� 1RUZHJLDQ�0XVOLP� \RXWK� �VHH�

$QGHUVVRQ� HW� DO��� ������ -DFREVHQ�� ������ 3ULHXU�� ������ �VWEHUJ�� ����D�� ����E��� ,W�

UHPDLQV� WR� EH� VHHQ� ZKHWKHU� WKH� WRGGOHUV� DQG� SUH�VFKRROHUV� LQ� P\� VWXG\� RULHQW�

WKHPVHOYHV�WRZDUGV�WKH�ODUJHU�Umma�LQ�DGROHVFHQFH��)RU�QRZ��KRZHYHU��WKHLU�SDUHQWV�

DUH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�PDQDJLQJ�PXOWLSOH�IRUPV�RI�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�IRU�WKHP��

SULPLQJ�WKHP�IRU�PDQDJLQJ�WKHVH�WKHPVHOYHV�RQH�GD\��

�
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Socialisation in ‘transnational fields’  
�

‘Contact with Pakistan is more important now after the kids were born… For 

me, it is important that the children learn about the culture there, the way I’ve 

experienced it. They must get used to adapting themselves to different 

environments. My husband is not used to this. He is used to Norwegian 

‘closed’ houses. In December we were in Pakistan, and it was very cold, even 

indoors, because the houses are not made for the cold and there is no heating 

like we have here. My husband was cold all the time, and was not active. He 

said to me: “I don’t understand how you can have such a great time here, how 

you can be all right with the cold.” I think of Pakistan as a beautiful place, 

where there is much to see, whereas my husband thinks of it as exhausting. We 

had everything we needed, although it is not as luxurious there as it is here. I 

like to visit relatives and that is important to me, but my family is also different 

than his. I am used to lots of people coming and going and I have a great time. 

I have a completely different picture of Pakistan than what he has. We will try 

to go two weeks to Pakistan and two weeks to somewhere else every second 

year. Last time we stopped in Dubai on the way home, next time I have already 

tempted him with Turkey!’�

=RKD��

�

:KLOH�DGXOWV�PDNH�IDPLO\�GHFLVLRQV��FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WKH�FHQWUDO�D[LV�RI�IDPLO\�PLJUDWLRQ�

DQG� RIWHQ� D� FULWLFDO� UHDVRQ� ZK\� IDPLOLHV� WUDYHO� EDFN� DQG� IRUWK�� PDLQWDLQLQJ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO� WLHV� �2OZLJ�� ������� 6RFLDOLVDWLRQ� LQ� D� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� ILHOG� FDQ� EH�

XQGHUVWRRd as encompassing ‘transnational practices’ (marriage, visits, phone calls) 

and ‘transnational perspectives’ (the forms that these activities, people and places take 

DQG� DUH� WKRXJKW� DERXW�� �/RXLH� ��������� LQ� *DUGQHU�� ����������� 3DUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�ILHOGV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�QHFHVVDU\�LQ�RUGHU�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�LQWHUQDOLVH�

D�GLVWLQFW�habitus��DV�%HQMDPLQ�=HLWO\Q��������DUJXHV�FRQFHUQLQJ�%ULWLVK�%DQJODGHVKL�

FKLOGUHQ��through which children learn to become ‘skilled FXOWXUDO�navigators’ �%DOODUG�

��������LQ�=HLWO\Q�������������7ULSV�WR�3DNLVWDQ�UHPDLQ�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�DOO�WKH�SDUHQWV�,�

NQRZ��ERWK�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�VDNH�DQG�WKDW�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��)RU�PRVW��OLNH�=RKD��WUDYHOV�

WR�3DNLVWDQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�LPSRUWDQFH�DQG�IUHTXHQF\�XSRQ�SDUHQWKRRG��7KH�MRXUQH\V�DUH�

RIWHQ� FRQQHFWHG� WR� IDPLO\� RU� UHOLJLRXV� HYHQWV� VXFK� DV� IXQHUDOV�� ZHGGLQJV� RU� (LG��
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&RQVLGHUDEOH�WLPH�DQG�HIIRUW�JR�LQWR�FRRUGLQDWLQJ�WKHVH�HYHQWV�DQG�YLVLWV��VR�WKDW�WKH�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� FKLOGUHQ� DOVR� FDQ�PHHW� XS�ZLWK� WKHLU� FRXVLQV� OLYLQJ� HOVHZKHUH��

VXFK� DV� WKH� 86$�� *HUPDQ\� RU� 6SDLQ�� ZKLOH� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�����&RRUGLQDWLQJ� ZHGGLQJV�

ZLWK�VFKRRO�KROLGD\V�LQ� WKUHH�RU� IRXU�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWULHV� LV�D�FRPSOH[�SX]]OH��EXW�DOO�

WKH�IDPLOLHV�,�NQRZ�ZKR�KDYH�SODQQHG�WULSV�WR�3DNLVWDQ�ZLWK�VFKRRO�DJH�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�

JRQH� WR�JUHDW� OHQJWKV� WR�DYRLG� WDNLQJ� WKHP�RXW�RI�VFKRRO��RU�PLQLPLVH� WKH� WLPH�WKH\�

WDNH� WKHP� RXW� RI� VFKRRO�� EHFDXVH� WKLV� LV� VHHQ� WR� QHJDWLYHO\� DIIHFW� WKHLU� OHDUQLQJ��

SDUWLFLSDWRU\�DQG�PRELOLW\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LQ�1RUZD\������

=RKD�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�<DVLU�ZHUH�ERWK�ERUQ�DQG� UDLVHG� LQ�1RUZD\��EXW� WKHLU�

UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� 3DNLVWDQ� ZDV� RI� GLIIHULQJ� IUHTXHQF\� DQG� LPSRUWDQFH� GXULQJ� WKHLU�

FKLOGKRRG�� DV� LW� LV� QRZ� LQ� WKHLU� DGXOWKRRG�� =RKD� UHPDLQV� LQ� FORVH� FRQWDFW� ZLWK� KHU�

UHODWLYHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��KDYLQJ�VSHQW�HYHU\�VHFRQG�VXPPHU�KROLGD\�WKHUH�WKURXJKRXW�KHU�

FKLOGKRRG�� <DVLU�� KRZHYHU�� KDG� RQO\� EHHQ� WR� 3DNLVWDQ� WZLFH� LQ� KLV� OLIH� EHIRUH� KH�

PDUULHG�=RKD�–�RQFH�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�HLJKW� \HDUV�ROG�� DQG�RQFH�DV�DQ�DGXOW��)RU�=RKD��

Joing to Pakistan entails ‘difference’�� EXW� DOVR� PHDQV� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� ZLWK� EHORYHG�

UHODWLYHV� DQG� UHFDOO� IRQG� PHPRULHV�� ,W� DOVR� HQWDLOV� OLYLQJ� LQ� GLVFRPIRUW�� EXW�� DV� D�

compromise with Yasir, and perhaps also for her own and her children’s benefit, they 

QRZ� FRPELQH� IDPLO\� YLVLWV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� ZLWK� WKH� FRPIRUW� RI� SRROVLGH� KROLGD\V� LQ�

7XUNH\�RU�DLU�FRQGLWLRQHG�VKRSSLQJ�FHQWUHV�LQ�'XEDL�RU�'RKD���

,Q�&KDSWHU����,�DUJXHG�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�UHPHPEHULQJ�

LV� facilitated through people’s visions and practices. 0HPRULHV�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�

&RQQHUWRQ� �������� DUH� FRQQHFWHG� WR� VWDELOLW\� RI� D� SODFH� �VHH� &KDSWHU� ���� EXW� SODFH�

JDLQV�PHDQLQJ�DOVR�WKURXJK�SHUVRQV’�outlooks and actions (recall Hamza’s reflections 

RQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PDUULDJH� LQ� &KDSWHU� ���� $JDLQ�� ZH� VHH� WKDW� WKH� SDVW� LV� D� SRLQW� RI�

RULHQWDWLRQ�IRU�SDUHQWV�LQ�PRXOGLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOdren’s futures, even if it is in an altered 

way. Concerning Pakistan, as a place and through relations, the memories of mothers’ 

RZQ� FKLOGKRRGV� WKDW� VXUIDFH� DUH� HPRWLRQDOO\� FKDUJHG�� ([SHULHQFHV� ZLWK� VFKRROLQJ�

WKHUH�DUH�DOPRVW�H[FOXVLYHO\�QHJDWLYH��EXW�PHPRULHV�RI�YLVLWLQJ�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DQG�

RI� WKH� SODFH� LWVHOI� DUH� JHQHUDOO\� ILOOHG� ZLWK� ZDUPWK� DQG� ORQJLQJ�� 1RQH� RI� WKH� ���

IDPLOLHV�LQ�P\�VWXG\�KDYH�VSHQW�PRUH�WKDQ�VL[�FRQVHFXWLYH�ZHHNV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��WZR�WR�
                                                           
���$OVR�WUDYHOV�WR�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�IDPLO\��VXFK�DV�6SDLQ��'HQPDUN��WKH�8.�
DQG�WKH�86$��DUH�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�FRQQHFWLQJ�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�SHRSOH�VSHDN�RI�JRLQJ�WR�
3DNLVWDQ��DV�FRPSDUHG�WR�6SDLQ�IRU�H[DPSOH��WKLV�KDV�D�OHVV�FDVXDO�ULQJ�WR�LW����
����,I�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�NHSW�RXW�RI�VFKRRO�IRU�WZR�ZHHNV�RU�PRUH��WKH\�PD\�ORVH�WKHLU�SODFH��3DUHQWV�DUH�ZHOO�
DZDUH�RI�WKLV��EXW��FRQWUDU\�WR�SRSXODU�EHOLHI��,�GR�QRW�ILQG�WKDW�WKH\�WU\�WR�SXVK�WKH�DEVHQFH�DV�FORVH�WR�
WKLV�DV�WKH\�FDQ��
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WKUHH� ZHHNV� EHLQJ� WKH� PRVW� FRPPRQ� �WKLV� H[FOXGHV� $PDUD� DQG� KHU� IDPLO\�� ZKR�

PRYHG�WKHUH�������

5HIOHFWLQJ�XSRQ�QHJDWLYH�H[SHULHQFHV�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRG�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�

3DNLVWDQ�� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� PRWKHUV� DUH� PRWLYDWHG� WR� IDFLOLWDWH� D� GLIIHUHQW� NLQG� RI�

UHODWLRQVKLS�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�3DNLVWDQ�WKDQ�WKH�RQH�WKH\�JUHZ�XS�ZLWK��1RQH�RI�WKH�

PRWKHUV� ,� KDYH� VSRNHQ� WR� FRQVLGHU� OHDYLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� ZLWK� RWKHU�

FDUHWDNHUV��DV�PDQ\�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRGV��DOWKRXJK��DV�$]UD�H[SODLQV��

‘it is quite normal in Pakistan to leave children with other relatives, and my aunts 

there have offered to take Fahad’. Azra KHUVHOI�FKRVH�WR�DWWHQG�ERDUGLQJ�VFKRRO�LQ�DQ�

,VODPLF�FRXQWU\��EXW�WRGD\�EODPHV�KHU�PRWKHU�IRU�OHWWLQJ�KHU�PDNH�WKLV�GHFLVLRQ�KHUVHOI�

DW� WKH� DJH� RI� WZHOYH�� 7KLQNLQJ� EDFN� RQ� WKLV�� VKH� IHHOV� WKDW� KHU�PRWKHU� VKRXOG� KDYH�

VWRSSHG�KHU��$V�D� WRGGOHU�� VKH�ZDV� OHIW�EHKLQG� LQ�3DNLVWDQ� IRU�HLJKW�PRQWKV�� VWD\LQJ�

ZLWK�KHU�JUDQGPRWKHU��+HU�PRWKHU�OHIW�IRU�WKH�DLUSRUW�ZKLOH�$]UD�ZDV�KDYLQJ�D�VQRR]H��

- What I still remember is the feeling when I woke up, of emptiness, when I understood 

that my mum had left me there�����$V�SUHYLRXVO\�DUJXHG�� WKH�VHSDUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� WKH�

PRWKHU�DQG�FKLOG�LV�QRW�FRQVLGHUHG�D�EUHDN�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG�QHHGV�WR�EH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�����

6RQLD� UHPHPEHUV� ERDUGLQJ� VFKRRO� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� LQ� KHU� HDUO\� WHHQV� DV� D� ‘negative 

experience’ and feels that she was too young to be in a strict and regulated 

HQYLURQPHQW�DZD\�IURP�KHU�SDUHQWV��6KH�LV�DGDPDQW�WKDW�VKH�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WKH�VDPH�

IRU�KHU�FKLOGUHQ���

3ODFH� LV� ERWK� D� SURGXFW� DQG� D� SURGXFHU� RI� LGHQWLWLHV� �=HLWO\Q� 	� 0DQG��

�����������&RQQHUWRQ��������DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�D�SODFH�DOZD\V�LV�HPEHGGHG�LQ�

WKH�KLVWRULHV�WKDW�SHRSOH�WHOO�RI�WKHVH�SODFHV��$OVR��&RQQHUWRQ�UHPLQGV�XV��WKH�LGHQWLW\�

RI� D� SODFH� LV� DOZD\V� LQ� WKH� PDNLQJ� ����������� 7KH� KLVWRULHV� RI� SODFHV� FRQVLVW� RI�

FRPSHWLQJ� YHUVLRQV� RI� LGHQWLWLHV�� KLVWRULHV� DQG� PHPRULHV� RI� SODFHV�� DQ�

                                                           
����6SRXVHV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�GR�QRW�DOZD\V�WUDYHO�WRJHWKHU��7LFNHWV�DUH�H[SHQVLYH��VR�WKH�PRWKHU�PD\�
JR� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� WR� YLVLW� IDPLO\�� RU� WKH� IDWKHU� PD\� WUDYHO� DORQH�� JHQHUDOO\� LI� WKHUH� DUH�
SUDFWLFDOLWLHV� WR� DUUDQJH�� ,� NQRZ� RI� RQH� IDPLO\�ZKHUH� WKH�PRWKHU�� ZKR�ZDV� ERUQ� DQG� EURXJKW� XS� LQ�
1RUZD\��OLYHG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�IRU�VL[�PRQWKV�ZLWK�KHU�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ�DJHG�IRXU�WR�VHYHQ��EXW�VKH�LV�QRW�RQH�
RI�P\����LQIRUPDQWV��
����$�PDLQ�PRWLYDWLRQ�ZDV�WKH�JRRG�SULYDWH�VFKRROV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��DQG�WKDW�WKH�PRWKHU�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�OHVV�
VWUHQXRXV�PRWKHULQJ�OLIH�ZLWK�DQ�H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�DQG�VHUYDQWV�WR�DVVLVW�KHU��7KUHH�\HDUV�ODWHU��WKH\�DUH�
VWLOO�WKHUH���
��� 7KHUH� LQFUHDVLQJ� OLWHrature on transnational motherhood and children being ‘left behind’ �VHH�
&DUOLQJ��0HQMLYDU�	�6FKPDO]EDXHU��������)�UVW��������*DUGQHU��������6DOD]DU�3DUUHxDV���������������
This literature covers a different phenomenon, because those that were ‘left behind’� DPRQJ� P\�
informants were brought to Pakistan before they were ‘left behind’ there. OQH�PRWKHU�LQ�P\�VWXG\�ZDV�
OHIW�EHKLQG�ZLWK�DQ�DXQW�LQ�1RUZD\�ZKLOH�WKH�SDUHQWV�DQG�ROGHU�VLEOLQJV�OLYHG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�IRU�WZR�\HDUV��
ZKHUH�DOVR�RQH�PRUH�VLEOLQJ�ZDV�ERUQ����



227 
 

LQWHUFRQQHFWHGQHVV�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�DEVWUDFW�WKH�SODFH�IURP�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�LW���

Certainly, Zoha and Yasir have competing memories of the ‘place of Pakistan’ –�DQG��

DOWKRXJK�WKH\�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�WR�WKH�VDPH�SODFHV�RU�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�SHRSOH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��

=RKD�VWLOO�FRPSDUHV�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�DV�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�IURP�WKH�VDPH�SODFH��1RZ�=RKD�

ZDQWV�WR�WDNH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�3DNLVWDQ�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�FRQVWUXFW�WKHLU�RZQ�PHPRULHV�

RI�WKLV�SODFH��EXW�EDVHG�RQ��DV�=RKD�SXWV�LW��‘the culture there as I have experienced it’. �

,Q� KHU� VWXG\� RI� SDUHQWLQJ� LQ� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ� FLW\� RI�%HUJHQ��+LOGH�'DQLHOVHQ�

IRXQG�WKDW�SDUHQWV��E\�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�FLW\��DLPHG�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�DFTXLUH�D�EURDGHU�

SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�OLIH�WKDQ�KDG�WKH\�JURZQ�XS�LQ�VXEXUELD���������6LPLODUO\��VRPH�RI�P\�

informants aim for experiences from Pakistan to broaden their children’s perspective’ 

RQ�WKHLU�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV�LQ�WKH�VDIH�DQG�VHFXUH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKH\�OLYH�LQ��&KLOGUHQ�
SURGXFH�QHZ�PHPRULHV�LQ�DQG�RI�SODFHV��DQG�SDUHQWV�VHHN�WR�PRXOG�WKHVH�WKURXJK�WKH�

NLQGV�RI�UHODWLRQV�WKH\�HQJDJH�LQ�ZKLOH�LQ�WKHVH�SODFHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�EHIRUH�

DQG�DIWHU�MRXUQH\V��&UHDWLQJ�PHPRULHV�LQ�DQG�RI�SODFHV�WKXV�LV�D�UHIOH[LYH�SURFHVV�ERWK�

IRU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� IRU� DGXOWV�� $W� WRXULVW� DWWUDFWLRQV� VXFK� DV� WKH� Lok Virsa� �1DWLRQDO�

,QVWLWXWH�RI�)RON�DQG�7UDGLWLRQDO�+HULWDJH��DQG�WKH�3DNLVWDQ�PRQXPHQW�LQ�,VODPDEDG��,�

PHW�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� IDPLOLHV�RQ�KROLGD\�� FRPELQLQJ� VLJKWVHHLQJ�DQG� VWD\LQJ� LQ�

KRWHOV�LQ�XUEDQ�DUHDV�ZLWK�YLVLWLQJ�DQG�VWD\LQJ�ZLWK�UHODWLYHV�LQ�PRUH�UXUDO�DUHDV��7KH\�

HPSKDVLVHG�that the holiday was for the ‘benefit of the children’, to complement their 

life in Norway and give them experiences beyond ‘mere family stuff’� WR� VKDUH�ZLWK�

WKHLU� FODVVPDWHV� RQ� UHWXUQLQJ� WR� 1RUZD\�� 2QH� 2VOR� IDWKHU� ,� PHW� DW� WKH� DLUSRUW� LQ�

,VODPDEDG� WROG�PH�WKDW�KLV�VRQ�ZDV�VKRFNHG� WR� VHH�EHJJDUV�DW� WKH� WUDIILF� OLJKWV��7KH�

IDWKHU� WKRXJKW� WKLV� ZDV� D� JRRG� OHVVRQ� IRU� OLIH� IRU� WKH� ER\�� giving him a ‘broader 

perspective on his own life in Norway’��making him understand ‘how good his life is 

there in Norway’.�

�

Changes and continuities in transnational contact 
:KLOH� WKH\� FKHULVK� WKH� ‘difference’ between Pakistan and Norway�� SDUHQWV� DUH� DOVR�

DPELYDOHQW��DQG�VSHDN�RI�3DNLVWDQ�as ‘dangerous and�risky’ (kidnappings��FRUUXSWLRQ��

and ‘uncomfortable’� �KHDOWK�� FOLPDWH�� IRRG�� SRZHU�FXWV��� ,W� LV� XQFRPIRUWDEOH�

SDUWLFXODUO\�IRU�EDELHV��WKH�FKLOG’V�DJH�D�FRPPRQ�UHDVRQ�WR�GHOD\�MRXUQH\V��HYHQ�ZLWK�

SUHVVXUH�IURP�IDPLO\�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�ZDQWLQJ�WR�EH�LQWURGXFHG�WR�WKH�QHZ�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�

in Norway. With FaceTime and Skype, through which the children may be ‘paraded’ 
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LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�FRPSXWHU��LW�LV�PRUH�DFFHSWHG�DOVR�DPRQJ�UHODWLYHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�WR�GHOD\�

YLVLWV�� 3DUHQWV� DOVR� VSHDN� RI� 3DNLVWDQ� DV� ‘beautiful’, and refer to popular holiday 

GHVWLQDWLRQV� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� WR� RU� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� YLVLW�� :KHQ� ,� VKRZHG� $DQ\D� P\�

SLFWXUHV� IURP� D� WULS� WR�3DNLVWDQ�� VKH� H[FODLPHG� ‘I should have pictures like these!’�

6KH�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� VKRZ�KHU� FKLOGUHQ�DURXQG�3DNLVWDQ��EXW� IHHOV� UHVWULFWHG�E\� IDPLO\�

GXWLHV� DQG� E\� KHU� GLVFRPIRUW� LQ� VKRZLQJ� WKH� IDPLO\� WKDW� VKH� KDV�PRQH\�ZKHQ� WKH\�

don’t. ‘Besides, it is also dangerous, more corrupt and run-down than when I was a 

child�’����$V�,�ZULWH�WKLV�WKRXJK��WKH�IDPLO\�LV�VLWWLQJ�RQ�D�SODQH�WR�/DKRUH�WR�YLVLW�KHU�

husband’s family. �

&RQWLQXHG� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� HQJDJHPHQWV� LV� D� FHQWUDO� EXQGOH� RI� SUDFWLFH� WKURXJK�

which parents aim to mould their children’s ways of being and belonging �/HYLWW�	�

*OLFN� 6FKLOOHU�� ������� &RQWDFW�ZLWK� 3DNLVWDQ�� RU� hjemlandet� �WKH� KRPH� FRXQWU\��� DV�

+DP]D�KDOI�MRNLQJO\�FDOOV�LW��UHPDLQV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW�RI�RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

–�QRW� MXVW� IRU�SDUHQWV�ZKR�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�PLJUDWHG��EXW�DOVR� IRU�SDUHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�

ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�1RUZD\��ZKHWKHU�PDUULHG�WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\�RU�WR�DQRWKHU�1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQL�� DV� LV� WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�=RKD��)RU� \RXQJ�SDUHQWV� DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WRGD\��NLQ�

UHODWLRQV� UHPDLQ� D� FHQWUDO� FRPSRQHQW� RI� YLVLWV�� EXW� WKH� MRXUQH\� RIWHQ� LQFOXGHV� DQ�

HOHPHQW�RI�WRXULVP�ZLWK�WUDYHOV��VLJKWVHHLQJ�DQG�VKRSSLQJ��+RZHYHU��WULSV�GR�QRW�WDNH�

WKH�VKDSH�RI�FRPPXWLQJ�VKRUW��RU�ORQJ�WHUP�EHWZHHQ�SDUDOOHO�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV��DV�LW�GLG�

IRU� VRPH� RI� WKH� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV� ZKHQ� WKH\�ZHUH� FKLOGUHQ�� +HQFH�� WKHVH�

MRXUQH\V�DUH�QRW�PHUHO\�DERXW�FRQWLQXDWLRQ��EXW�DOVR�DERXW�UHPDNLQJ�DQG�QHJRWLDWLQJ�

SODFHV�DQG�WKH�PHDQLQJV�RI�WKHVH��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�UHIOH[LYH�SURFHVV�RI�

WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ��$QGHUVVRQ�HW�DO�����������

:KLOH� SDUHQWV� RI� WRGGOHUV� DUH� LQ� WKH� GULYLQJ� VHDW� RI� WKHVH� RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG�

SUDFWLFHV��FKLOGUHQ�WRR�PD\�VKDSH�WKHVH�SUDFWLFHV��DV�WKH\�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKHLU�RZQ�

UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�FRXVLQV�DQG�RWKHU�UHODWLYHV��VHH�+DLNNROD��������� ,QGHHG��ZKHQ�,VPDLO�

DQG�$]UD�ZHQW�WR�3DNLVWDQ��D�FHQWUDO�DLP�ZDV�IRU�FRXVLQV�)DKDG�����DQG�$\DDQ�����WR�

VSHQG�WLPH�WRJHWKHU��ZKLFK�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�6N\SLQJ�DERXW�IRU�PRQWKV�SULRU�WR�WKH�YLVLW��

Children’s� SUDFWLFHV�� IDFLOLWDWHG� E\� DGXOWV�� FDQ� ERWK� UHSURGXFH� DQG� WUDQVIRUP�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�ILHOGV��*DUGQHU���������RIWHQ�ERWK�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��+HQFH��FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

QRW�‘luggage’�EXUGHQLQJ�SDUHQWs’�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PRYHPHQW��2UHOODQD�HW�DO��������������
                                                           
����7KH� XQVWDEOH� SROLWLFDO� VLWXDWLRQ� DQG� KLJK� OHYHOV� RI� FRUUXSWLRQ� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� DUH� FRPPRQ� WRSLFV� RI�
FRQFHUQ��PRUH�VR�DPRQJ�PHQ�WKDQ�DPRQJ�ZRPHQ��7KLV�LV�DOVR�RQH�FRPPRQO\�PHQWLRQHG�UHDVRQ�ZK\�
WKH\� FDQQRW� LPDJLQH�PDNLQJ� D� OLIH� WKHUH� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV�� DQG�ZK\� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR�KHOS� UHODWLYHV� LQ�
3DNLVWDQ�–�HLWKHU�WR�PDNH�D�OLIH�WKHUH�RU�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�PLJUDWLRQ�IRU�WKHP���
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5DWKHU�� WKH\� DUH� DFWLYH� DJHQWV� LQ� VKDSLQJ� WKHVH� SUDFWLFHV�� HLWKHU� WKHPVHOYHV� RU� DV�

VXEMHFWV� VKDSLQJ� parents’� RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV�� <HW�� E\� JLYLQJ� GLUHFWLRQV� DQG�

DFWLYH� HQFRXUDJHPHQW� DQG� E\� LQYHVWLQJ� SHUVRQDO� UHVRXUFHV�� WLPH� DQG�PRQH\� LQ� WKLV�

FRQWDFW��SDUHQWV�FRQVFLRXVO\�DQG�GHWHUPLQHGO\�ZRUN�DW�PRXOGLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�H[WHQW�

RI�WKHLU�children’s�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�HQJDJHPHQWV� 

&hildren’s�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�3DNLVWDQ�LV�D�FHQWUDO�HOHPHQW� LQ�parents’�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

LGHDOV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� DQG� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� WR� HQFRPSDVV� ‘symbolic� HQJDJHPHQW>V@� DFURVV�

FRXQWU\�ERUGHUV�WKDW�PD\�EH�YHU\�UHDO�LQ�LWV�consequences’��%HUJ�	�(FNVWHLQ�����������

,� GR� QRW� H[SHULHQFH� WKDW� WKH� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ’s� UHODWLRQVKLSV� WR� 3DNLVWDQ� DUH�

EHFRPLQJ�‘increasingly�symbolic’�DV�:HLVV�DUJXHV��LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�EHFRPLQJ�ZDWHUHG�

RXW��EXW� UDWKHU� WKDW�PRWLYDWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�DQG�

LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�� IRFXVLQJ� OHVV� RQ� GXW\� DQG� REOLJDWLRQ�� EXW�ZLWKRXW� DEDQGRQLQJ� WKHVH�

DOWRJHWKHU�� 7KH� V\PEROLF� HQJDJHPHQWV� WKXV�� DV� %HUJ� DQG� (FNVWHLQ� DUJXH�� KDYH�

FRQVHTXHQFHV�WKDW�DUH�YHU\�PXFK�real��,QFUHDVLQJO\��H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�DUH�XVHG�

WR�HQULFK�children’s�OLYHV�LQ�1RUZD\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�IXQFWLRQLQJ�DV�PHPRULHV�FRQQHFWLQJ�

SODFHV�RI�HTXDO�LPSRUWDQFH�����7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�3DNLVWDQ�WKDW�SDUHQWV�VHHN�WR�LQVWDOO�

LQ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LV�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDO�WKDQ�ZKDW�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�KDG�DV�FKLOGUHQ��7KLV�LV�

VR� DOVR� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV� WKDW� ,� WXUQ� WR� QRZ�� DV� WKH� ILQDO� WRSLF� RI�

GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU����

�

Transformations: Gendered socialisation 
$V� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� 3DNLVWDQL� PDOH� DQG� IHPDOH� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� VHHQ� DV� EHLQJ�

GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�SHUVRQV�DQG�HPERG\LQJ�GLIIHUHQW�TXDOLWLHV��*OREDOO\��ER\V�DQG�JLUOV�

DUH� RIWHQ� VRFLDOLVHG� GLIIHUHQWO\� –� DV� %URFK� ILQGV� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD� �������� 5\GVWU¡P� LQ�

9LHWQDP���������������0HDG�LQ�6DPRD������>����@���5RVV�6KHULII�DPRQJ�LPPLJUDQW�

6RXWK�$VLDQV�LQ�WKH�86$��������DQG�+LOOLHU�DQG�5DKPDQ�DPRQJ�%DQJODGHVKL�FKLOGUHQ�

LQ�/RQGRQ���������,Q�9LHWQDP��+HOOH�5\GVWU¡P�ILQGV�WKDW�IHPDOH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VHHQ�DV�

UHTXLULQJ�QRW�MXVW�GLIIHUHQW�EXW�DOVR�more�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�FRQFUHWH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WKDQ�

their male counterparts because ‘female bodies do not incorporate accumulated 

“morality”, “honor”, and “reputation” of their past, present and future patrilineage’, 

EXW�QHHG�WR�KDYH�WKHVH�LQVWLOOHG�LQ�WKHP�������������$PRQJ�%ULWLVK�3DNLVWDQLV��6KDZ�

                                                           
����2QH�ILYH�\HDU�ROG�ER\�,�NQRZ�KDV�YHU\�EDVLF�NQRZOHGJH�RI�8UGX�DQG�FDQQRW�XQGHUVWDQG�HYHQ�VLPSOH�
VHQWHQFHV. However, he knows ‘everything’ abouW�FULFNHW�DQG�%ROO\ZRRG�PRYLHV��ZKLFK�,�XQGHUVWDQG�
DV�D�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�IRUP�RI�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�DQG�WR�3DNLVWDQ�WKDQ�WKDW�FRQQHFWHG�WKURXJK�UHODWLYHV��
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finds that norms of ‘appropriate’ behaviour are instilled in girls from an early age, but 

DUH� LQWHQVLILHG� DQG� LQFUHDVLQJO\� VWUXFWXUHG� DV� WKH\� UHDFK� SXEHUW\�� WR� VXSSRUW� JHQGHU�

GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�DGXOWV�������������DQG�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�IDPLO\�KRQRXU�ZKLFK�JLUOV�FDUU\�����

There is a ‘general leniency’, Shaw writes, towards sons compared to daughters 

�������������

,Q� WKHLU� VWXG\� RI� %DQJODGHVKL� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� (DVW� /RQGRQ�� +LOOLHU� DQG� 5DKPDQ�

found that ‘a substantial number’ of mothers had no expectations of their children 

SHUIRUPLQJ�KRXVHKROG�WDVNV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�\RXQJ��EXW�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�D�JHQGHUHG�

HOHPHQW�WR�WKHVH�H[SHFWDWLRQV��)RU�IRXU�\HDU�ROGV��WKH�PRVW�IUHTXHQWO\�PHQWLRQHG�WDVNV�

ZHUH�carrying simple messages �����JLUOV������ER\V���nothing������JLUOV������ER\V��

DQG�tidying clothes������JLUOV������ER\V�������������,�WRR�ILQG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�VWURQJHU�

H[SHFWDWLRQ�WRZDUGV�JLUOV�WKDQ�ER\V�WR�FDUU\�RXW�VLPSOH�WDVNV�HYHQ�DV�WRGGOHUV��DV�WKH\�

DUH�JLYHQ��H[SHFWHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�DFWXDOO\�FDUU\�RXW�FHUWDLQ�WDVNV��7KDW�VDLG�� WKH�

PDUNHG� GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� RI� PDOH� DQG� IHPDOH� FKLOGUHQ� LV� FKDQJLQJ�

WRZDUGV�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�JHQGHU�UROHV��ZKLFK��LQ�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��LV�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�

ILQGLQJ�SUHVHQWHG� LQ�&KDSWHU��� WKDW� WKH�VH[�RI�FKLOGUHQ�PDWWHUV� OHVV� WR�SDUHQWV� WRGD\�

when compared to their parents’ generation. However, this is not an unambiguous 

SURFHVV���

$V�GLVFXVVHG��PDQ\�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV�,�NQRZ�DUH�DPELYDOHQW�ZLWK�

UHJDUG� WR� WKHLU� RZQ� VWDQGLQJ� DORQJ� WKH� VFDOH� RI� FROOHFWLYH� DQG� LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�

orientations. I find that mothers are less uncertain with regard to their children’s, 

particularly their sons’, positions in these relational duties and actiYHO\�ZRUN�WRZDUGV�

JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\� WKURXJK� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� ,W� LV� D� FRQVLVWHQW� ILQGLQJ� WKDW� PRWKHUV�� DV� D�

VWUDWHJ\�WR�DFKLHYH�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�IRU�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ��KDYH�DPELWLRQV�RI�UDLVLQJ�

their sons to become ‘different’ from their fathers, and thus seek�WR�H[SDQG�PDVFXOLQH�

QRUPV� WR� HQFRPSDVV� DOVR� PRUH� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� IHPLQLQH� QRUPV� DQG� WDVNV� ZLWKLQ� WKH�

GRPHVWLF�VSKHUH��$Q�DVSHFW�RI�WKLV�VWUDWHJ\�LV�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�FKDQJLQJ�WKHLU�VRQV�

ZLOO� LPSDFW� SRVLWLYHO\� RQ� WKH� VWDWXV� RI� WKHLU� GDXJKWHUV�LQ�ODZ� DQG�� E\� H[WHQVLRQ��

daughters, because they will be the wives of other people’s sons. Accordingly, girls 

DQG�Gaughters are often less present in mothers’ accounts of transformative rearing, as 

JLUOV� DUH� VHHQ� WR� DOUHDG\� OHDUQ� WKH� VNLOOV� WKH\� QHHG� LQ� PHHWLQJ� H[SHFWDWLRQV� LQ� WKH�

                                                           
����Upon puberty, girls’ and boys’ XSEULQJLQJ�EHFRPHV�PRUH�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG��DQG�ER\V�DUH�H[SHFWHG� WR�
JXDUG� their adolescent sisters’ sexuality �.KDGHU�� �������VWEHUJ�� ����D����6HH� DOVR�P\� GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�
PRGHOV�LQ�&KDSWHU����



231 
 

GRPHVWLF�VSKHUH�DQG�EH\RQG��+HQFH�SDUDGR[LFDOO\��WKH�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�LPDJLQH�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� IXWXUH� is still relational, where women’s position is largely 

GHSHQGHQW� RQ�PHQ� SHUPLWWLQJ� WKHP� WR� IXOILO� WKHLU� DPELWLRQV� �RU� WKH� DPELWLRQV� WKHLU�

PRWKHU�RU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�PD\�KDYH�IRU� WKHP��� ,Q� WKH�IROORZLQJ�H[DPSOH�ZH�VHH�KRZ�

)DL]D�VRFLDOLVHV�KHU�WZR�VRQV��=XEDLU�����DQG�$ELG��������into becoming ‘good men’. �

�

,W� LV�PLG�GD\�� DQG� ,� DP�YLVLWLQJ�)DL]D� LQ� WKH�QHZ� IODW��7KH� IODW� LV� EULJKW� DQG�
VSDFLRXV��ZLWK�D�VWXQQLQJ�YLHZ�IURP�WKH�EDOFRQLHV�–�RI�WKH�9DOOH\�DQG�IRUHVWV�
EH\RQG� RQ� WKH� RQH� VLGH�� DQG� WKH�PRUH� SRSXODWHG� SDUWV� RI� WKH� YDOOH\� RQ� WKH�
RWKHU�� ,W� LV� HDUO\�0DUFK�� DQG�DOWKRXJK�PRVW�RI� WKH� VQRZ�KDV�PHOWHG�� WKHUH� LV�
VWLOO�VRPH�WR�EH�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�KLJKHU�DUHDV�RI�WKH�IRUHVW��)DL]D�SURXGO\�VKRZV�PH�
WKH�QHZO\� UHQRYDWHG�NLWFKHQ�� ‘I chose this one because it is my domain, you 
know’��VKH�VD\V�SDWWLQJ�WKH�NLWFKHQ�FRXQWHU��VPLOLQJ�WHDVLQJO\�DW�PH���

:H�PRYH�LQWR�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP��VLW�GRZQ�DQG�GULQN�VRPH�MXLFH��=XEDLU�LV�
DW� VFKRRO�DQG�$ELG� LV� VWLOO� UXQQLQJ�DURXQG� LQ�KLV�S\MDPDV��+H�KDV�GHYHORSHG�
HF]HPD�DQG�VOHHSV�EDGO\�DW�QLJKW�EHFDXVH�RI�DOO�WKH�LWFKLQJ�DQG�VFUDWFKLQJ��VR�
KH�VOHSW�LQ�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��,W�LV�QRZ�WLPH�IRU�KLV�EUHDNIDVW��DQG�$ELG�VD\V�WKDW�KH�
ZDQWV� WR� FHUHDO�� )DL]D� WHOOV� KLP�� ‘Go and fetch it in the kitchen, you know 
where it is…Take a bowl and a spoon.’�7KH� WZR�\HDU�ROG��QRZ�KDYLQJ�PDGH�
KLV� RZQ� ERZO� RI� FHUHDO� DQG� SRXUHG� UDWKHU� ODUJH� DPRXQWV� RI� PLON� RYHU� LW��
DWWHPSWV�WR�HDW�E\�WKH�ORXQJH�WDEOH��EXW�)DL]D�JHWV�XS�IURP�WKH�FRXFK��DQG�SXOOV�
RXW�D�FKDLU�IRU�KLP�DW�WKH�GLQLQJ�URRP�WDEOH��+H�VLWV�GRZQ�DQG�HDWV�ZKLOH�)DL]D�
DQG� ,�FRQWLQXH�RXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��:KHQ�$ELG�KDV� ILQLVKHG�KLV�EUHDNIDVW�)DL]D�
WHOOV�KLP��‘Put your bowl on the kitchen counter’,�ZKLFK�KH�GRHV��6KH�WKHQ�WHOOV�
him:’ Go and wash in the bathroom. Find a nappy and put on clean clothes.’ 
+H� LPPHGLDWHO\� ZDONV� RII�� KLV� IHHW� PDNLQJ� D� WLSWDS� EDUHIRRW� VRXQG� RQ� WKH�
wooden floor. Faiza then turns to me, and whispers that he probably won’t 
PDQDJH�WR�SHUIRUP�DOO�WKH�WDVNV��EXW�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP�ZLWK�WKH�MRE�
KDOI�GRQH���

:KHQ� $ELG� UHWXUQV� WR� WKH� OLYLQJ� URRP�� KH� LV� ZHDULQJ� OLJKW� VXPPHU�
WURXVHUV��ZKLFK�DUH�GULSSLQJ�ZHW��$ELG�WHOOV�KLV�PXP�WKDW� WKH�EDWKURRP�IORRU�
WRR� LV�ZHW�� )DL]D� ORRNV� DW�PH�� VLJKV� UHVLJQHGO\�� DQG� JHWV� XS� WR� FRPSOHWH� WKH�
PRUQLQJ� URXWLQH� –� QRZ� LQFOXGLQJ�ZLSLQJ� WKH� EDWKURRP� IORRU�� ZKLOH� ,� ZDWFK�
children’s TV on a Norwegian TV channel. Eventually they both return, Faiza 
ORRNLQJ�DV�LI�VKH�QHHGV�D�EUHDN��$ELG�LQ�D�FOHDQ�QDSS\��DQG�GU\��PRUH�VXLWDEOH�
FORWKHV��)DL]D�VLWV�GRZQ��DJDLQ��QH[W�WR�PH��DQG�VD\V�WR�$ELG��‘Now you can go 
and play in your room.’�$ELG�ZDONV�RII�WR� WKH�URRP�KH�VKDUHV�ZLWK�KLV�ROGHU�
EURWKHU���

�

)DL]D�HPSKDVLVHV�WKDW�LW�LV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�PRWKHU�WR�VRFLDOLVH�VRQV�LQWR�JRRG�

men: ‘We (mothers) need to raise our sons so that they become good men�’� )DL]D�

herself is quite pleased with her husband, and in one way considers him a ‘good man’. 

<HW�� VKH� DOVR� FRQVLGHUV� KLP� D�PDQ�RI� WKH� SDVW�� QRW� TXLWH� LQ� WXQH�ZLWK� WKH� FKDQJLQJ�

                                                           
����:KHQ�WKLV�RFFXUHG�KH�ZDV�����\HDUV�ROG���
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VRFLDO�FRQWH[W��:KHQ�)DL]D�VD\V�WKDW�KHU�VRQ�ZLOO�QHHG�VNLOOV�ODWHU�LQ�OLIH and�ZLWK�KLV�

ZLIH��,�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�and�WR�PHDQ�WKDW�KH�LV�QRW�ERXQG�WR�UHPDLQ�ZLWK�KLV�SDUHQWV�XQWLO�

he marries, but that he can move out from his parents’ home first and live an�

LQGHSHQGHQW�OLIH��UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DQG�WRZDUGV�KLPVHOI��2WKHU�PRWKHUV�KDYH�HPSKDVLVHG�

to me both the importance of sons ‘being responsible and taking care of themselves’��

and of contributing to domestic chores more generally. Faiza’s socialisation practiceV�

DUH� LQIRUPHG� E\� DPELWLRQV� RI� FKDQJLQJ� WKH� YHU\� LGHDO� RI�PDVFXOLQLW\�� ZKDW� D� JRRG�

PDQ�LV�DQG�GRHV��DQG�WKURXJK�WKDW�IHPLQLQLW\�DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�

JHQGHUV��

�

‘Good man’: �

WKH�SDVW�

+HU�KXVEDQG�� &RPSOHPHQWDU\�

JHQGHU�UHODWLRQV�

6HSDUDWH�VSKHUHV�

‘Good man’: �

WKH�IXWXUH�

+HU�VRQV�� 6\PPHWULFDO��

JHQGHU�UHODWLRQV�

6KDUHG�VSKHUHV�

Table 7.1: Faiza’s visions of ‘old’ and ‘new’ masculinities  

�

)DL]D� WHOOV�PH� WKDW� VKH� DVNV� KHU� ROGHU� ER\�� =XEDLU�� WR� KHOS� KHU�ZLWK� WKH� KRXVHZRUN�

ZKHQ�VKH�LV�WLUHG��‘But it is not just that [helping]’��VKH�is quick to correct yourself, ‘it 

is also important later and with his wife, so that she does not get the same as me. The 

younger boy watches his older brother and also wants to do things himself. “No, I 

myself”, he says�’� )DL]D� SURXGO\� LQWHUSUHWV� =XEDLU� DV� ERWK�ZDQWLQJ� WR� KHOS� RU� HYHQ�

VKDUH� WKH� ZRUN� ZLWK� KHU�� DQG� ZDQWLQJ� WR� GR� WKLQJV� KLPVHOI�� EXLOGLQJ� KLV� RZQ�

independence within the domestic domain and beyond. Faiza’s immediate self�

FRUUHFWLRQ�LV�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�JHQGHULQJ�KHU�VRQV�LV�DERXW� WKHP�OHDUQLQJ�WKDW�GRLQJ�

KRXVHZRUN� LV� QRW� DERXW� KHOSLQJ�� EXW� UDWKHU� WKDW� GRPHVWLF� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� VKRXOG� QR�

ORQJHU� EH� DUUDQJHG� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� JHQGHUHG� OLQHV�� 7KLV� VOLS� RI� WKH� WRQJXH�� DV� ,�

XQGHUVWDQG� LW�� LOOXVWUDWHV� WKH� FKDOOHQJHV� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� IDFH� LQ� VHHNLQJ� WR� DOWHU�

their own and their children’s futures when compared to the past, but without a role 

PRGHO�WR�DVVLVW�WKHP��$JDLQ��WKH�SDWK�IURP�FRJQLWLRQ�DQG�LPDJLQDWLRQ�WR�SUDFWLFH�FDQ�

EH�D�WULFN\�RQH���

7ZR�HOHPHQWV�LQ�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�VHHP�SDUWLFXODUO\�VWULNLQJ��)LUVWO\��what�WKH�WZR�

\HDU�ROG� LV� H[SHFWHG� WR� GR� �WRSLF��� DQG� VHFRQGO\� how WKLV� LV� FRPPXQLFDWHG� WR� KLP�

�PHWKRG�� –� WKH� ODWWHU� WR� EH� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKH� VHFWLRQ� EHORZ�� FRPSDULQJ� )DL]D� DQG�
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Aanya’s approaches. Faiza expects a two�\HDU�ROG�WR�GR�WKLQJV�E\�KLPVHOI�WKDW��LQ�P\�

H[SHULHQFH��LV�UDUHO\�H[SHFWHG�RI�D�WZR�\HDU�ROG��3DNLVWDQL�RU�QRW��VXFK�DV�ILUVW�ILQGLQJ�

DQG�SUHSDULQJ� KLV� RZQ� IRRG�� WKHQ� VHUYLQJ� KLPVHOI�� ,� KDYH� SUHYLRXVO\� QRWHG� KRZ�� DV�

UHJDUGV� IRRG� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� PRWKHUV� DUH� YHU\� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� WKHLU�

FKLOGUHQ�HDW��DQG�VR�WKH\�IHHG�WKHP��RIWHQ�XQWLO�WKH�DJH�RI�WKUHH�RU�IRXU��7KLV��,�KDYH�

argued, manifests the status of the mother as ‘good’�� DQG� IXUWKHU�EXLOGV� DQ� LQWLPDWH�

UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�PRWKHU�DQG�FKLOG��)DL]D��KRZHYHU��VWURQJO\�HQFRXUDJHV�$ELG�WR�

ILQG�KLV�RZQ�IRRG��HDW��JHW�GUHVVHG�DQG�DPXVH�KLPVHOI�LQGHSHQGHQWO\���

�

Methods of transformation 
�

2QFH��DUULYLQJ�IRU�WKH�OXQFK�,�DP�LQYLWHG�WR��$DQ\D�LV�EXV\�PDNLQJ�SL]]D�IURP�
VFUDWFK� –� RWKHUZLVH� KHU� KXVEDQG� ZLOO� QRW� HDW� LW� ZKHQ� KH� FRPHV� KRPH� IURP�
ZRUN�ODWHU��,Q�EHWZHHQ�VKH�KHOSV�7DKLU�WR�WLG\�XS�KLV�WR\V�LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP��
$DQ\D�FURXFKHV�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�IORRU�QH[W�WR�7DKLU�ZKHQ�VKH�WHOOV�KLP�WR�SXW�WKH�
EDOO� LQ� WKH�ER[�IRU� WR\V��SRLQWLQJ�DW� WKH�EDOO�DQG� WKH�ER[��JHQWO\�HQFRXUDJLQJ�
KLP�� DQG� JUDGXDOO\�ZLWKGUDZLQJ� KHU� VXSSRUW��$IWHU� KH� KDV� WLGLHG� XS� WKH� EDOO�
DQG� D� IHZ� RWKHU� WR\V�� 7DKLU� MRLQV� KLV� PXP� LQ� WKH� NLWFKHQ�� SOD\LQJ� ZLWK� DQ�
,.($� SOD\� NLWFKHQ�� PRYLQJ� WKH� SODVWLF� WXUNH\� IURP� WKH� RYHQ� WR� WKH� IULGJH��
EHIRUH�KH�SURFHHGV�WR�VWLU�LQ�D�WLQ\�JUHHQ�SODVWLF�SDQ�ZLWK�D�WLQ\�JUHHQ�SODVWLF�
EDQDQD� LQ� LW�� ‘It is Aisha’s old toy,�$DQ\D�VD\V� WR�PH, I keep it here because 
Tahir enjoys playing with it, even though my husband says that we should put 
it away now.’ �

�

,Q�KHU�JHQGHUHG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��$DQ\D� ORFDWHV� WKH�XSEULQJLQJ�RI�KHU� VRQ��7DKLU� ����DV�

‘un-Pakistani’ because she does not want to socialise him into ‘Pakistani’ gendereG�

DQG�JHQHUDWLRQDO�GXWLHV��VHH�&KDSWHU�����$IWHU�H[SODLQLQJ�WR�PH�ZKDW�3DNLVWDQL�FXOWXUH�

is (‘Language…and then food, clothes, Eid, fasting...values...a lot of different 

things...we also think that family is important...’), she is quick to add: ‘…But I want to 

go to an old-age home, Ida, I do. I don’t want Ibrahim and his wife to have to look 

after me. What I wish for myself, I also wish for my children. I don’t want to be 

dependent on them. They have to move on into the future, not backwards in time.’�

,Q� KHU� DPELWLRQV� RI� WUDQVIRUPLQJ� JHQGHUHG� DQG� JHQHUDWLRQDO� GXWLHV� DQG�

SUDFWLFHV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�KHU�LGHDOV��$DQ\D�PDQDJHV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SDVW�DQG�

the future. Aanya has given up on her husband, she says, with regard to moving ‘into 

the future’, and now focuses on her son so as to avoid moving ‘backwards in time’: ‘It 
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is easier to raise children than to transform husbands. It will be easier for his 

[Tahir’s] wife, so I am thinking long-term�’��

%RWK� )DL]D� DQG� $DQ\D� KDYH� JLYHQ� XS� RQ� WKHLU� KXVEDQGV� DQG� WXUQ� WKHLU� IXOO�

DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�VRQV��EXW�)DL]D�IHHOV�VKH�KDV�PRUH�VXSSRUW�IURP�KHU�KXVEDQG�LQ�WKLV�

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� SURMHFW� WKDQ� $DQ\D� GRHV�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� 1DGHHP� GRHV� QRW� KDYH� D�

SDUWLFXODUO\� DFWLYH� UROH� LQ� WKH� KRPH� DQG� ZLWK� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� )DL]D��

1DGHHP�LV�VXSSRUWLYH��DOEHLW�SDVVLYHO\�VR��$�KXVEDQG�ERUQ�DQG�EURXJKW�XS�LQ�1RUZD\�

LV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�PRUH�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�WKDQ�D�PLJUDQW�KXVEDQG��EXW�

WKLV� GRHV� QRW� DXWRPDWLFDOO\� PHDQ� WKDW� KH� ZDQWV� WKLV� WR� EH� D� FHQWUDO� IDFWRU� LQ� WKH�

UHODWLRQVKLS�KH�KDV�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�� ,Q� IDFW��KLV�SDUHQWV�FKRVH�)DL]D�DV� D�ZLIH� IRU�KLP�

SUHFLVHO\� EHFDXVH� WKH\� YLHZHG� KHU� DV� PRUH� WUDGLWLRQDO� WKDQ� D� ZRPDQ� RI� 3DNLVWDQL�

descent brought up in Norway. Nadeem thus is also ‘traditional’ in a sense that his 

and Faiza’s relationship is IRXQGHG� XSRQ� D� GLVWLQFWO\� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� GLYLVLRQ� RI�

ODERXU��)RU�KHU��EHLQJ�DORQH�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�GD\�JLYHV�KHU�PRUH�FRQWURO�

RI� WKH� JHQGHUHG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� DQG� LW� LV� HQRXJK� IRU� KHU� WKDW� Nadeem ‘supports me�

although he does not want to talk about it.’��

$DQ\D��IRU�KHU�SDUW��LV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�KRZ�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�SURMHFW�ZLOO�WXUQ�

RXW�ZKHQ�7DKir becomes old enough to reflect on his father’s lack of involvement in 

GRPHVWLF�WDVNV��‘He [Tahir] will say, ‘but daddy doesn’t do that’, but then I will begin 

to have strong opinions’�� SXVKLQJ� WKURXJK�ZLWK� KHU� DLPV� HYHQ�ZKHQ� LQ� WKH� IDFH� RI�

SURWHVWV� IURP� KHU� KXVEDQG� DQG� VRQ�� $DQ\D� GRHV� QRW� H[SHULHQFH� VXSSRUW� IURP� KHU�

husband, she says, because he belongs to a ‘different generation’ than her, being born 

DQG� EURXJKW� XS� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� 0DUNHUV� RI� JHQGHU� DQG� JHQHUDWLRQ� ZHUH� GLVFXVVHG� LQ�

&KDSWHU����DQG�ZLOO�EH�EURXJKW�XS�DJDLQ� LQ� WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU��)RU� WKH�PRPHQW�� OHW�XV�

QRWH�WKDW�ERWK�$DQ\D�DQG�)DL]D�ORFDWH�WKHLU�PLJUDQW�DQG�QRQ�PLJUDQW�KXVEDQGV�LQ�WKH�

past, as being more ‘traditional’ than they themselves are. �

:KHQ� VRFLDO� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� FRQWLQXLW\�� LV� DQ� H[SOLFLW� DLP� ZLWK�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��DGXOW�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�WHQGV�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�GLUHFW�DQG�YHUEDO��DV�LV�HYLGHQW�

in the cases of both Aanya and Faiza. Faiza’s aims are in line with dominant 

1RUZHJLDQ�JHQGHU� LGHDOV�DV� WKH\�DUH� WDXJKW�DW� WKH� ,&'3�FRXUVH��EXW� WKH�PHWKRG�VKH�

uses for encouraging this gendered independence is different from the ‘scaffolding’ 

PHWKRG�RI� WDXJKW�DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�DW� WKH�FRXUVHV��6SHDNLQJ� WR�$ELG��)DL]D�XVHV�EULHI�

and abrupt commands, and does not add ‘extra’ words like ‘please’ or an expODQDWRU\�

VHQWHQFH�RU�WZR�WR�KHOS�$ELG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�WDVNV��)RU�)DL]D��UHDULQJ�LQGHSHQGHQW�ER\V�LV�
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GRQH�QRW�WKURXJK�H[SODQDWLRQ�DQG�JUDGXDO�ZLWKGUDZDO�E\�WKH�DGXOW��EXW�WKURXJK�FOHDU�

messages where the child will either ‘sink’ or ‘swim’. She ‘commands’ Abid fURP�WKH�

VRID��QRW�PRYLQJ�KHU�ERG\�WRZDUGV�$ELG�WR�VHH�ZKDW�KH�LV�GRLQJ��RU�VKRZLQJ�KLP�WKDW�

VKH�LV�WKHUH�LI�KH�QHHGV�KLP��QRU�GRHV�VKH�XVH�KHU�ERG\�ODQJXDJH�WR�H[SODLQ�RU�PLPLF�

WR�DVVLVW�$ELG�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�WDVNV��7KH�PHWKRGV�)DL]D�XVHV�DUH�EHWWHU�VXLWHG�LQ�D�

FRQWH[W�ZLWK�PRUH�VWUDWLILHG�UHODWLRQV�DQG�D�IRFXV�RQ�REHGLHQFH��HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKDW� LV�

DFWXDOO\�ZKDW�)DL]D�VHHNV�WR�DYRLG���UDWKHU�WKDQ�WRZDUGV�WKH�FRPSHWHQFH�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�

WKDW�SRVW�LQGXVWULDO�VRFLHW\�GHPDQGV�IRU�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOLW\��)U¡QHV���������2QH�

UHDVRQ� IRU� WKLV�GLVFUHSDQF\� LV� WKH� ODFN�RI� UROH�PRGHOV��DQG� WKXV�DQ� LQGLFDWLRQ�RI� WKH�

SLRQHHULQJ�UROH�WKDW�)DL]D�KDV�WDNHQ�XSRQ�KHUVHOI��

$DQ\D��DV�GHVFULEHG�DERYH��KDV�D�VRIWHU�DSSURDFK� LQ�KHU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��DQG�

FRPELQHV�YHUEDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�SUDFWLFDO�JXLGDQFH��6KH�EDODQFHV�WKH�QXDQFHV�LQ�

HQFRXUDJLQJ� KHU� FKLOG� WR� PDQDJH� E\� LWVHOI� DQG� EH� LQGHSHQGHQW�� DVVLVWLQJ� 7DKLU� LQ�

PRYLQJ� WRZDUGV� WKLV�� $DQ\D� DQG� )DL]D� KDYH� VLPLODU� DLPV�� DQG� IRFXV� RQ� VLPLODU�

PDWWHUV�� OLNH� WLG\LQJ� XS� DQG�PDNLQJ�VHUYLQJ� IRRG�� 7UDQVIRUPDWLYH� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DQG�

LQVWDOOLQJ�VRQV�ZLWK�D�QHZ�IRUP�RI�PDVFXOLQH�RULHQWDWLRQ�UHTXLUHV�LQWHQVLYH�XSEULQJLQJ�

SUDFWLFHV��ZKLFK��LQ�P\�DQDO\VLV��HQWDLO�D�VKLIW�IURP�D�PRUH�IOH[LEOH�DSSURDFK�WRZDUGV�

RQH�WKDW�LV�PRUH�UHJXODWRU\��+RZHYHU��$DQ\D�DQG�)DL]D�GLIIHU�LQ�KRZ�WKH\�DSSO\�WKLV�

UHJXODWRU\�DQG�LQWHQVLYH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LQ�SUDFWLFH��

�

Challenges of transformation 
%R\V��1DQF\�&KRGRURZ�DUJXHV��H[SHULHQFH�GLVFRQWLQXLW\�LQ�WKHLU�GHYHORSPHQW��KDYLQJ�

WR� GLVWDQFH� WKHPVHOYHV� IURP� WKH� GRPHVWLF� VSKHUH�� ZLWK� PRWKHUV� XQGHUOLQLQJ�

‘masculinity in opposition to herself and by pushing him [the male child] to assume, 

RU� DFTXLHVFLQJ� LQ� KLV� DVVXPSWLRQ� RI�� D� VH[XDOO\� WRQHG�PDOH�role in relation to her’ 

�����������,Q�&KDSWHU����,�DUJXHG�WKDW�3DNLVWDQL�ER\V�DUH�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�UHDUHG�IRU�PRUH�

FRQWLQXRXV� OLYHV� WKDQ�JLUOV��EHFDXVH� WKH\�FDUU\� WKH� OLQHDJH�DQG�PD\�FRQWLQXH� WR� OLYH�

ZLWK�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�WKURXJK�PDUULHG�OLIH��$ERYH��,�VKRZHG�WKDW�PRWKHUV�DWWHPSW�WR�UDLVH�

WKHLU�VRQV�IRU�D�EUHDN�–�EXW�D�EUHDN�IURP�WKHLU�IDWKHUV�WKDW�HQWDLOV�PRUH�SUR[LPLW\�WR�

WKHLU�PRWKHU��$OO�DW�RQFH��WKH�PRWKHUV�DOVR�UDLVH�WKHP�WR�GHILQH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�VHSDUDWH�

IURP�WKHP��DQG�WRZDUGV�PRUH�LQGHSHQGHQFH��DV�WKH�ER\V�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�PRYH�RXW�RI�

WKH� KRXVHKROG� UDWKHU� WKDQ� UHPDLQLQJ� LQ� DQ� H[WHQGHG� SDWULORFDO� KRXVHKROG�� ,� SURYLGH�
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RQH�ILQDO�H[DPSOH�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�WR�VKRZ�WKDW��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�PD\�VHHP�

VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�IRU�$DQ\D�DQG�)DL]D��WKLV�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�WKH�FDVH���

�

Tahira’s two sons (8 and 16) and two oldest daughters (10 and 14) enjoy tKHLU�
VFKRRO� KROLGD\V�� ZLWK� WKHLU� WZR� \RXQJHU� VLEOLQJV� ��� DQG� �� \HDUV� ROG�� DQG�
7DKLUD��7DKLUD�DQG�,�VLW�RQ�D�EHQFK�FORVH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�SOD\JURXQG��DQG�FKDW�IRU�D�
IHZ�KRXUV�ZKLOH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�SOD\��7DKLUD�NHHSV�D�VWHDG\�H\H�RQ�WKH�\RXQJHVW�
FKLOGUHQ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�GHOHJDWHV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�WKHP�WR�
KHU� ROGHVW� GDXJKWHU�� KHU� VHFRQG� ROGHVW� FKLOG�� 2QFH� LQ� D� ZKLOH� GXULQJ� WKH�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�VKH�WHOOV�KHU�GDXJKWHU�WR�WLH�WKH�VKRHODFHV�RI�RQH�RI�WKH�WRGGOHUV�RU�
WR�VKDUH�D�SDFNHW�RI�ELVFXLWV�DPRQJ�WKHP��EXW�PRVW�RI�WKH�WLPH��WKH�����DQG����
\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHUV�PHHW� WKH�GHPDQGV�RI� WKHLU� \RXQJHU�VLVWHUV�ZLWKRXW�7DKLUD�
KDYLQJ�WR�SURPSW�WKHP��7KH�WZR�ER\V��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��VHHP�WR�FDUH�RQO\�IRU�
WKHPVHOYHV��DQG�ZDQGHU�RII�WR� WKH�RXWVNLUWV�RI� WKH�SOD\�DUHD��DQG�GR�QRW�KHOS�
RXW�ZLWK�WKH�\RXQJHU�FKLOGUHQ���

Tahira sighs when the boys don’t listen to her calling them to return to 
WKHLU� VLEOLQJV� DQG� WHOOV�PH� WKDW� VKH� LV� IUXVWUDWHG�ZLWK� WKH� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� FDUH�
ZRUN�LQ�KHU�KRXVHKROG��ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�RU�QR�KHOS�IURP�KHU�KXVEDQG��6KH�
KDV�DOORFDWHG�WDVNV�WR�KHU�VRQV�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�KHOS��ZKLFK�KHU�KXVEDQG�GRHV�
QRW�GR��EXW�DOVR�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�OHDUQ�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��‘My eight-year-old son 
must learn to cook, because he is going to be a dad one day.’�+RZHYHU��7DKLUD�
VWUXJJOHV� WR� JHW� KHU� VRQV� WR� FRPSOHWH� WKHLU� GXWLHV�� DQG� WR� JHW� WKHP� WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�WKH\�QHHG�WR��‘My sons…I don’t know what to do…I can’t get 
through to them…they just see what their dad does…’ $V� D�ZD\� RI� GHDOLQJ�
ZLWK�WKLV��7DKLUD�JLYHV�WKHP�D�VPDOO�SLHFH�RI�SDSHU�ZLWK�D�WDVN�ZULWWHQ�GRZQ��
and a ‘salary’ of 5 NOK (approx. 60 Euro cents) to do what is written on the 
SLHFH�RI�SDSHU��,�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�RXWFU\�DPRQJVW�WKH�RWKHU�PRWKHUV�
DW�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVH�ZKHQ�7DKLUD�WROG�WKHP�WKLV��‘So then they do it just for the 
money?!’�6XUSULVHG��7DKLUD�DQVZHUHG�WKHP��‘No, also because I tell them that I 
will tell their dad [if they don’t do it].’ �

�

)DFLOLWDWLQJ�VKLIWV�LQ�JHQGHUHG�RULHQWDWLRQV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LV�GLIILFXOW�LI�SDUHQWV�NQRZ�RQO\�

LQ�ZKLFK�GLUHFWLRQ not� WR�JR��EXW�QRW�ZKHUH�WR�JR�RU�KRZ�WR�JHW�WKHUH��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�

7DKLUD� WKLV� HPHUJHV� LQ� DW� OHDVW� WZR�ZD\V�� 6KH� IDOOV� EDFN� RQ� UHSURGXFLQJ� GRPLQDQW�

QRUPV� RI� PDVFXOLQLW\� DQG� IHPLQLQLW\� E\� JLYLQJ� WKH� WDVN� RI� FDULQJ� IRU� WKH� \RXQJHU�

FKLOGUHQ�WR�WKH�GDXJKWHUV��DQG�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKDW�WKH\�GR�WKHP��ZKLOH�WKH�EURWKHUV�FDQ�

JHW�DZD\�ZLWK�QRW�WDNLQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RU�OHQGLQJ�D�KDQG��0RUHRYHU��7DKLUD�WKUHDWHQV�

WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�WKH�XOWLPDWH�GLVFLSOLQHU��WKHLU�IDWKHU�–�thus locating him ‘above’ her 

LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�KLHUDUFK\��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��VKH�FRPHV�DFURVV�WR�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DV�VRPHRQH�WKH\�

GR� QRW� KDYH� WR� OLVWHQ� WR�� ZKLFK� PDNHV� LW� FKDOOHQJLQJ� WR� LQLWLDWH� DQG� LPSOHPHQW�

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� PHDVXUHV�� )RU� 7DKLUD�� WXUQLQJ� DPELWLRQV� RI� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� LQWR�

SUDFWLFHV� RI� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� LV� FKDOOHQJLQJ�� ,QGHHG�� ZKLOH� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� ZLWKRXW�

PRWLYDWLRQ�LV�LPSRVVLEOH��:DWHUV�	�6\NHV���������WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�with�PRWLYDWLRQ�FDQ�
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DOVR�EH�GLIILFXOW��7KLV�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�LQ�H[SORULQJ�PRWLYDWLRQ��DPELWLRQ�DQG�

SUDFWLFH�� ZH� DOVR� QHHG� WR� RSHQ� XS� IRU� DQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� GLVFUHSDQFLHV� RU�

GLVFRQWLQXLWLHV� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH�� :H� QHHG� WR� VKLIW� RXU� DWWHQWLRQ� DZD\� IURP� D� PRUH�

IXQFWLRQDOLVW�XQLGLUHFWLRQDO�FRJQLWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYH�WRZDUGV�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�SUDFWLFH�LQ�D�

VRFLDO� FRQWH[W�� %HFDXVH�PRGHOV� RU� VFULSWV� FDQQRW� SUHGLFW� HYHU\� LPDJLQDEOH� SRVVLEOH�

DFWLRQ�� WKH\� PD\� XQGHUGHWHUPLQH� DJHQF\� DQG� SUDFWLFH�� DQG� WKHUHIRUH� WKH� ZD\V� LQ�

ZKLFK�PRWLYDWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�LQIRUPHG�E\�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W�� ,QGHHG��DV�%DXPDQQ�

DQG�*LQJULFK�argues, ‘moral standards do not determine beKDYLRXU�� EXW� \HW� RQH� FDQ�

UHFRJQL]H� EHKLQG� FXOWXUDOO\� VDQFWLRQHG� EHKDYLRXUV� DQ� REYLRXV� G\QDPLF� RI�

standardization’ �����D�������7KLV�LV�D�JHQHUDO�SRLQW��EXW�RQH�WKDW�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�DFXWH�

LQ� D� VLWXDWLRQ�ZKHUH� WKH� GLVFUHSDQF\� EHWZHHQ� WKH� SDVW� DQG� WKH� IXWXUH� LV� SDUWLFXODUO\�

DSSDUHQW�–�DV�LW�LV�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W���

7KH�SUHVHQW� DQG� WKH� IXWXUH��*yPH]�(VSLQR� DUJXHV�� DUH� FHQWUDO� GLPHQVLRQV�RI�

intensive parenting�� ZKHUH� WKH� SUHVHQW� UHIHUV� WR� SDUHQWV� HQVXULQJ� WKH� SK\VLFDO� DQG�

PHQWDO�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI� WKH� FKLOG�� DQG� WKH� IXWXUH� UHIHUV� WR� DFWLRQV� DLPHG� DW� IDFLOLWDWLQJ�

‘the access of the child to adulthood’ ����������� ,Q� DQ� DQDO\VLV� RI� FKDQJH� LQ�

1RUZHJLDQ� VRFLHW\� PRUH� EURDGO\�� ,YDU� )U¡QHV� ������� argues that in a ‘traditional 

world’ the future can be seen to encompass the saPH� DV� WKH� SDVW� –� unlike in ‘the 

modern’ world, where the future� LV�PRUH�RSHQ��DQG� WKXV�GHPDQGV�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�

SUHSDUDWLRQV�� ,W� LV� WKHVH� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI� SUHSDUDWLRQV� WKDW� ,� KDYH� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKLV�

FKDSWHU����

�

Conclusions 
7KHUH�FHUWDLQO\�LV�DQ�DVVXPHG�link between ‘present actions and future consequences’ 

�0L\D]DNL�� ����������� ,QGHHG�� WKLV� LV� ZKDW� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� LV� about�� 6RFLDOLVDWLRQ�

FRQVWLWXWHV�D�SROLWLFV�RI� WKH�IXWXUH��EXW� WKH�FULWHULD�IRU�ZKDW�JRRG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LV�DQG�

IRU� ZKDW� SXUSRVH� DUH� FXUUHQWO\� XQGHUJRLQJ� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� DPRQJ� WKH� ILUVW�� DQG�

VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� ,� NQRZ�� $WWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� RI�

children gives us an additional picture to that of mothers as ‘mere’ reproducers, 

QDPHO\� WKDW� RI� UHFHQWO\� PLJUDWHG� ZRPHQ�� DQG� ZRPHQ� ERUQ� LQ� 1RUZD\� WR� PLJUDQW�

SDUHQWV�DV�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�DJHQWV���

In this chapter, I have explored mothers’ shifts of emphasis DORQJ�WKH�VFDOH�RI�

GHSHQGHQFH�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�DQG�WKURXJK�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��LOOXVWUDWHG�E\�WKH�GLIIHULQJ�
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ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�LPDJLQH�WKH�IXWXUH�DV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�SDVW�ERWK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�

UHODWLRQDOLW\�DQG��E\�H[WHQVLRQ��WKH�SODFH�LQ�ZKLFK�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�OLYH�WKHVH�

IXWXUHV�LQ��,�KDYH�DOVR�H[SORUHG�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�PRWKHUV�IDFH�LQ�WXUQLQJ�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�

LQWR� FRQFUHWH� DFWLRQ� WKURXJK� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��&KLOGUHQ� FRQWLQXH� WR� EH� D� FHQWUDO� D[LV� RI�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV�� DQG� PD\� VHUYH� ERWK� WR� UHLQYLJRUDWH� DQG� WUDQVIRUP� WKHLU�

parents’ relations to Pakistan. TKXV�� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� DQG� UHOLJLRXV� RULHQWDWLRQV��

DWWDFKPHQWV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�UHPDLQ�FHQWUDO�WR�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��EXW��LPSRUWDQWO\��QRW�DW�WKH�

H[SHQVH�RI�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOLW\�LQ�1RUZD\��3DUHQWV�VHHN�WR�VKLIW�

their children’s relationship to Pakistan towards one that is more individualised�DQG�DW�

WKH�VDPH�WLPH�PRUH�JHQHUDOLVHG��FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�YLVLWLQJ�‘tourist’ attractions such as 

KLVWRULFDO�VLWHV�DQG�H[SHQVLYH�UHVWDXUDQWV��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�UHODWLYHV��

$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�FHUWDLQO\�LV�FRQWLQXLW\��WKH�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�P\�VWXG\�DUH�QRW�EHLQJ�EURXJKW�

XS�WR�OLYH�WKHLU�OLYHV�LQ�VLPXOWDQHLW\��/HYLWW�	�*OLFN�6FKLOOHU��������WR�WKH�VDPH�H[WHQW�

WKDW�WKHLU�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�SDUHQWV�RIWHQ�ZHUH���

%RWK� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\� DQG� WKH� NLQG� RI� UHIOH[LYH� WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP� FKLOGUHQ� DUH�

VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR�DUH�WKRXJKW�RI�DV�D�SUHUHTXLVLWH�IRU�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�PRELOLW\��6RQV�DUH�

EURXJKW�XS� WR�PDVWHU�DQ� LQFUHDVLQJ�UDQJH�RI�VRFLDO�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�VNLOOV� WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�

them to adopt a more complementary gender model. In mothers’ ambitions and 

DWWHPSWV� WR� VRFLDOLVH� WKHLU� VRQV� LQWR� PDVFXOLQH� YDOXHV� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKRVH� RI� WKHLU�

KXVEDQGV�ZH�FDQ�VHH� WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV�RI� OLPLWDWLRQV�DQG�D�VHQVH�RI�XQIXOILOOHG�

DPELWLRQV� RI� D� OLIH� EH\RQG� WKH� GRPHVWLF� VSKHUH�� 0RWKHUV� WKXV� WUDQVIHU� WKHLU� RZQ�

SURMHFW�RI�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�RQWR�WKHLU�IXWXUH�GDXJKWHUV�LQ�ODZ��DQG��WKURXJK�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�

ZKLFK�WKH\�EULQJ�XS�WKHLU�VRQV��VHHN�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKHLU�GDXJKWHUV�LQ�ODZ�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�

VXSSRUW� RI� WKHLU� KXVEDQGV� WKH\� WKHPVHOYHV� GR� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� H[SHULHQFH��

Paradoxically, the approach of changing daughters’ opportunities to becomH� PRUH�

independent goes through shifting the sons’ orientations��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��LW�LV�HVWDEOLVKHG�

RQ� WKH� EDVLV� RI� D� SDWULDUFKDO� DQG� VWUDWLILHG� V\VWHP�� ZKHUH�PHQ� DUH� VHHQ� WR� QHHG� WR�

FKDQJH�LQ�RUGHU�IRU�ZRPHQ�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�H[HUW�WKHLU�RZQ�DJHQF\�DQG�UHDOLVH�WKHLU�RZQ�

DPELWLRQV���

:KHQ� WKH�IXWXUH� LV� WKRXJKW� WR� UHIOHFW� WKH�SDVW�� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFH�GRHV�QRW�

QHHG�WR�HQWDLO�LQWHQVLYH�HOHPHQWV�DQG�ILUP�GLUHFWLRQ�IURP�VRFLDOLVHUV��,Q�WKH�DUHDV�WKDW�

PRWKHUV� DUH� SDUWLFXODUO\� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� WUDQVIRUPLQJ�� VXFK� DV� JHQGHUHG� DQG�

JHQHUDWLRQDO�VWUDWLILFDWLRQV��WKH\�DSSO\�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�PHWKRGV�WKDW�DUH�PRUH�LQWHQVLYH��

PRUH� UHJXODWLYH� DQG� PRUH� YHUEDO� WKDQ� WKH� PRUH� WUDGLWLRQDO� IOH[LEOH� DQG� SK\VLFDOO\�
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RULHQWHG�DSSURDFKHV��:KHQ�SDUHQWV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�altering�WKH�IXWXUH��DQG�GRLQJ�

VR� WKURXJK� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� EHFRPHV� PRUH� VWUXFWXUHG� DQG� LQWHQVLYH��

6RFLDOLVDWLRQ� WKXV� HPERGLHV� D� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� SRWHQWLDO�� ZKHUH� HDFK� JHQHUDWLRQ� FDQ�

FUHDWH�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ��)U¡QHV����������������GLYHUJLQJ�IURP�WKH�SDVW���

$V� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� SDUHQWLQJ�PRGHOV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� DUH� PRXOGHG� E\�

KRZ�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VHHQ� WR�be�DQG�ZKDW� WKH\�DUH�VHHQ� WR�QHHG� WR�become��1RUZHJLDQ�

Pakistani children are brought up towards ‘core moral values’ of interdependence and�

LQGHSHQGHQFH��EXW�WKLV�FKDSWHU�KDV� LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�VKLIW�WRZDUGV�WKH�ODWWHU��D�

VKLIW� WKDW� DOVR� HQWDLOV� GLOHPPDV�� WRJHWKHU� KLJKOLJKWLQJ� WKH� LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV� LQ�

SHUVRQKRRGV�WKDW�(ZLQJ��������KDV�LGHQWLILHG��$OVR��FHQWUDOO\��FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VRFLDOLVHG�

LQWR�D�NLQG�RI�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�FLWL]HQVKLS�WKDW�HQFRPSDVVHV�GRPLQDQW�JHQGHU�LGHRORJLHV�

DQG�SUDFWLFHV�� DQG�D� IXWXUH�RI�XSZDUGV� VRFLDO�PRELOLW\� LQ�1RUZD\�� ,I�� DQG�KRZ�� WKLV�

ZLOO� KDYH� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RQ� WKHLU� VHQVH� RI� EHORQJLQJ� DQG� UHVLGHQFH� LQ� $OQD� ERURXJK�

UHPDLQV�WR�EH�VHHQ���

7KLV� FKDSWHU�KDV� IRFXVHG�RQ�FKLOG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� ,Q� WKH�QH[W� FKDSWHU� ,� WXUQ� WR�

negotiations of women’s own subject positions� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� JHQGHUHG�

UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� RI� FDULQJ� DQG� SURYLGLQJ�� ,� VKRZ� WKDW� WKH\� KDYH� D� PRUH� DPELYDOHQW�

UHODWLRQVKLS�WR� WKHLU�RZQ�JHQGHUHG�OLYHV�WKDQ� WR�WKDW�RI� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WKDW�VRPH�

DUJXH�IRU�D�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�DXWRQRP\�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�WKDQ�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�JHQHUDWLRQ��

,Q� ERWK� WKHVH� FKDSWHUV��ZH� FDQ� VHH� WKDW�� WKURXJK� HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK� FDWHJRULHV� RI� VRFLDO�

VWUDWLILFDWLRQ��PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�DUH�VRFLDOLVLng children while also ‘making themselves’ 

�(UHO������������

� �
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Chapter 8 

Money matters and the (boundary) work 

of motherhood 
 

�

 

 

3ULRU�WR�P\�ILUVW�YLVLW�WR�3DNLVWDQ��<DVPLQ��ZKR�KDV�DPELWLRQV�RI�EHFRPLQJ�D�
WHDFKLQJ� DVVLVWDQW�� RIIHUHG� WR� WHDFK� PH� VRPH� EDVLF� 8UGX�� ,� ZDV� DOUHDG\�
DWWHQGLQJ�DQ�8UGX�HYHQLQJ�FRXUVH��EXW��OLNH�PRVW�RI�P\�IHOORZ�VWXGHQWV�WKHUH��
did not understand much of what was going on, and gladly accepted Yasmin’s 
RIIHU��7KLV�DOVR�JDYH�PH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�YLVLW�KHU�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\�UHJXODUO\��
%HIRUH�ZH�VWDUWHG�RXU�ILUVW�OHVVRQ��,�PHQWLRQHG�WR�<DVPLQ�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
SD\�KHU�VRPHWKLQJ�IRU�KHU�HIIRUWV��WKLQNLQJ�WR�P\VHOI�WKDW�WKDW�WKLV�PLJKW�PDNH�
LW� HDVLHU� IRU� KHU� WR� SULRULWLVH� WKLV�ZRUN� DQG� JHW� DVVLVWDQFH� IURP� RWKHU� IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV�WR�ORRN�DIWHU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��+HU�UHVSRQVH�ZDV�UDWKHU�YDJXH�–�SHUKDSV�
VKH� KDG� QRW� XQGHUVWRRG� ZKDW� ,� PHDQW�� :H� VWDUWHG� WKH� OHVVRQ�� DQG� OHIW� WKH�
PRQH\� LVVXH� XQUHVROYHG� IRU� WKH� WLPH� EHLQJ�� 6KH� PXVW� KDYH� PHQWLRQHG�
VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKLV�WR�+DP]D�ODWHU�RQ��EHFDXVH�WKDW�HYHQLQJ�KH�SKRQHG�PH��
DQG�DVNHG� WR�H[SODLQ� WKH� LVVXH� WR�KLP�VR� WKDW�KH�FRXOG� WUDQVODWH� WR�KHU�� ,� WROG�
KLP�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�SD\�<DVPLQ�VRPHWKLQJ�IRU�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�MRE��EXW�WKDW�,�
ZDV�XQFHUWDLQ�LI�VKH�KDG�XQGHUVWRRG�PH��ZKHUHE\�KH�SURPSWO\�UHSOLHG� ‘I don’t 
know anything about this…You have to talk to her about that. It has nothing to 
do with me.’ ,�UHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�DQ�‘OK, see you next Tuesday then, when I come 
for the next class!’, ZKHUHE\�KH�UHVSRQGHG��‘Yes, I am at home then, as usual, 
one might say, if I am not at my uncle’s place�’�����

7KH� IROORZLQJ� ZHHN�� <DVPLQ� H[SODLQHG� WKH� KRXVHKROG� VRFLDO� DQG�
ILQDQFLDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�WR�PH��7KHLU�KRXVHKROG�FRQVLVWV�RI�IRXU�DGXOWV��<DVPLQ�
and Hamza, and Hamza’s parents Mr and Mrs Akthar. Hamza’s brother, Salim 
LV� VWXG\LQJ� DEUoad. Yasmin and Hamza’s three children live with them. 
Hamza’s younger sister, Husna, lives with her husband and three children in a 
IODW�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��7KLV�LV�WKH�IODW�ZKHUH�+DP]D��+XVQD�DQG�6DOLP�
JUHZ�XS��0U�$NWKDU�JDYH� LW� WR�KHU� WR� WDNH� LQWR�KHU�PDUULDJH�ZKHQ�KH�ERXJKW�
WKH�GHWDFKHG�KRXVH�WKDW�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�PRYHG�LQWR��7KH�PDLQ�VRXUFH�RI�
LQFRPH�LQ�WKH�$NWKDU�KRXVHKROG�LV�GLVDELOLW\�JUDQWV��IRU�ZKLFK�ERWK�+DP]D�DQG�

                                                           
����7KLV�LQ�LWVHOI� LV� LQWHUHVWLQJ��+DP]D�KDV�WDNHQ�RQ�VRQ�OLNH�GXWLHV�IRU�KLV�SDWHUQDO�DXQW�DQG�XQFOH��DV�
they are not able to have children. They live a few minutes’ walk from the Akthar household. To� D�
OHVVHU� H[WHQW�� KH�KDV� DOVR�GRQH� WKLV� for his and Yasmin’s maternal aunt, a widow living in Pakistan, 
ZKRVH�RZQ�VRQV�DUH�QRW�\HW�HDUQLQJ�VDODULHV�RU�DUH�DV�\HW�XQPDUULHG��VR�WKHLU�KRXVHKROG�LV�VKRUW�RI�ERWK�
PRQH\�DQG�GDXJKWHUV��DQG�VRQV�LQ�ODZ��
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Mr Akthar qualify. Hamza’s grant is about NOK 13 000 per month, his 
IDWher’s grant slightly less. Most of the time during fieldwork Yasmin’s 
LQFRPH� FDPH� IURP� FKLOG�UHODWHG� VRFLDO� JUDQWV� �FDVK� JUDQW� DQG� FKLOG� EHQHILW��
WKDW�IOXFWXDWHG�EHWZHHQ�12.������DQG�12.������D�PRQWK�����7KLV�PRQH\�LV�
QRW�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQ�WKH�KRXVHKROG�LQFRPH�but is kept ‘separate’. �

<DVPLQ�DQG�+DP]D�DOVR�RZQ�D�VHFRQG�IODW��DV�GR�0UV�DQG�0U�$NWKDU��
7KHVH� DUH� UHQWHG�RXW�� DQG� WKH� UHQWDO� LQFRPH� FRYHUV� WKH�PRUWJDJH� RQ� ERWK� RI�
WKHVH�� H[FOXGLQJ� WKH� PRQWKO\� UHQW� DQG� VKDUHG� FRVWV� �felleskostnader������7KH�
$NWKDU� KRXVHKROG� KDV� D� FRPPRQ� HFRQRP\� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW�0U�$NWKDU� DQG�
+DP]D� HDFK� FRYHU� FHUWDLQ� DJUHHG�XSRQ� KRXVHKROG� H[SHQVHV�� $OO� IRXU� DGXOWV�
KDYH�VHSDUDWH�DFFRXQWV��0U�$NWKDU�SD\V� WKH�PRUWJDJH�RQ� WKH�KRXVH� WKH\� OLYH�
LQ��ZKLFK� LV�QHDUO\�SDLG�RII��+H�DOVR�VXSSRUWV�6DOLP�DQG�FRYHUV�DOO�KLV� OLYLQJ�
DQG�VWXG\�related expenses. Hamza’s grant covers the household’s five phone 
ELOOV� �IRXU� FHOO�SKRQHV� DQG� RQH� ODQG�OLQH��� WKH� HOHFWULFLW\� ELOO�� FKLOG�UHODWHG�
H[SHQVHV� LQFOXGLQJ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� IHHV�� WKH� FDU� DQG� FDU�UHODWHG� H[SHQVHV� DQG�
12.������ LQ� VKDUHG�FRVWV RQ�RQH�RI� WKH� IODWV��0U�$NWKDU� FRYHUV� WKH� VKDUHG�
FRVWV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�IODW��+DP]D�SD\V�IRU�WKH�ODUJH�ZHHNO\�JURFHU\�VKRSSLQJ�DQG�
KLV� IDWKHU�SD\V� WKH� LQ�EHWZHHQ� VKRSSLQJ�� VXFK�DV�PLON�� EUHDG�DQG� VRPHWLPHV�
YHJHWDEOHV��ZKLFK�KH�EX\V�RQ�KLV�GDLO\�ZDON��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+DP]D��0U�$NWKDU�
is a ‘hawk for special offers’ and often returns with things from the 
VXSHUPDUNHW�WKDW�KH�JRW�D�VSHFLDO�RIIHU�RQ��VXFK�DV�WKH�WHQ�VSRQJHV�KH�UHWXUQHG�
ZLWK�GXULQJ�RQH�RI�P\�YLVLWV��:KHQ�DOO�WKHVH�FRVWV�DUH�FRYHUHG��<DVPLQ�DGGV��
‘then there is not much left…’�

$V�+DP]D�LV�H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�VKRSSLQJ�URXWLQHV�WR�PH��0UV�$NWKDU�FDOOV�
KLP�WR�FRPH�XSVWDLUV��:KHQ�KH�OHDYHV�WKH�URRP��<DVPLQ�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�VKH�IHHOV�
WKDW� WKH\�QHHG�KHU� WR�ZRUN�DQG� WR�FRQWULEXWH�KHU�VDODU\� WR� WKH�KRXVHKROG��EXW�
WKDW� WKLV� LV� GLIILFXOW� IRU� KHU� SDUHQWV�LQ�ODZ� WR� DGPLW�� EHFDXVH� ‘it is not yet 
accepted’� DPRQJ� WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ�� +DP]D�� XSRQ� UHWXUQLQJ� WR� XV�� DQG�
knowing of Yasmin’s ambitions and reflections, says that she can work and 
FRQWULEXWH� WRwards the household income ‘if she wants to’, because their 
LQFRPH�WRGD\�LV�EDUHO\�VXIILFLHQW��7KHLU�SODQ�LV�WKDW�EHFDXVH�+DP]D�LV�XQDEOH�
WR�ZRUN�DQ\KRZ��KH�DQG�KLV�PRWKHU�FDQ�ORRN�DIWHU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��WKXV�IUHHLQJ�XS�
Yasmin’s time to work. Mrs Akthar, howeYHU��GRHV�QRW�\HW�NQRZ�RI�WKLV�SODQ��
7KH\�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�RQO\�QHHG�ORRN�DIWHU�WKH�\RXQJHVW�FKLOG��DV�+DP]D�DQG�
<DVPLQ� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� VHQG� 6KD]LD� WR� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� 7KH\� VHH� WKDW� VKH� JHWV�
ERUHG� DW� KRPH�� EXW� WKH\� KDYH� QRW� \HW� GHFLGHG� ZKHQ� WR� DSSO\� EHFDXVH�� DV�
+DP]D�VD\V��‘to be honest with you, Ida, it is about the money.’ �

)RU�<DVPLQ��ZDQWLQJ�WR�IXUWKHU�KHU�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�ODWHU�JHW�D�MRE�LV�QRW�
PHUHO\�DERXW�ILQDQFLDOO\�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�KRXVHKROG��PRUH�IXQGDPHQWDOO\��LW�
FRQFHUQV�KHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�PRWKHUKRRG�DQG�IHPLQLQLW\�DW�WKH�LGHRORJLFDO�DQG�
SUDFWLFDO� OHYHOV��‘To go out [to study, work], is important to me, also to help 
Hamza [financially]. Now our income is NOK 13 000 a month, and we can’t 
manage on that. But it is not about the money…I want to learn. The children 
are growing…what the world is like out there…I have to learn that too.’�

                                                           
����7KH�DPRXQWV�KDYH�IOXFWXDWHG�JUHDWO\��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VL]HV�RI�FKLOG�JUDQWV��DJHG���WR����DQG�FDVK�
JUDQWV��IURP�ELUWK�WR�RQH�\HDU���ILUVW�IRU�6KD]LD��WKHQ�IRU�=Dmir, which also fluctuated with the child’s 
DJH��
����7KLV�W\SLFDOO\�LQFOXGHV��D�FDUHWDNHU�IRU�WKH�EORFN�RI� IODWV��PDLQWHQDQFH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�RXWVLGH�
DUHDV���FOHDQLQJ�RI�VKDUHG�DUHDV�OLNH�VWDLUZD\V�DQG�OLIW��LQVXUDQFH�IRU�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��DQG�IHHV�IRU�,QWHUQHW�
DQG�79��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV�LW�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�KHDWLQJ�DQG�KRW�ZDWHU� 
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�

Even though both Yasmin and Hamza find that their financial situation is ‘a bit tight’, 

the child benefits and the cash grant remain ‘separate’, and are saved in an account 

WKDW�RQO\�<DVPLQ�KDV�DFFHVV�WR��,W�LV�QRW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�12.���������(85�������WKDW�

they count as their monthly income. Yasmin’s money is, as Hamza says, ‘security’ 

�sikkerhet��� DQG� ‘in case of emergency’ �i nødstilfelle��� VXFK� DV� PHHWLQJ� D� FULVLV� LQ�

1RUZay or among Yasmin’s family in Pakistan, in which case they have money ready 

for tickets to travel or to transfer to relatives’ account in Pakistan. ��� �‘Yasmin’s 

money’ has previously been used to upgrade the car and to invest in the flat they rent 

RXW��+DP]a adds that ‘may be this time we can spend it on tickets to Pakistan, but it is 

Yasmin who decides’.�<DVPLQ�DQG�+DP]D�DUH�DGDPDQW�WKDW�WKH�PRQH\�‘belongs to the 

children and should be spent on the children’�EXW�LW�LV�UHDOO\�<DVPLQ��DV�WKH�PRWKHU�RI�

WKH�FKLOGUHQ��ZKR�GHFLGHV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�LV�LQ�WKH�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��

$PRQJ�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�,�NQRZ��LW�LV�QRW�XQXVXDO�IRU�WKH�FKLOG�EHQHILW�

DQG�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�WR�EH�GHILQHG�DV�VHSDUDWH�IURP�RWKHU�LQFRPH��%HFDXVH�RQH�TXDOLILHV�

IRU� WKHVH� JUDQWV� WKURXJK� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�� WKH�PRQH\� LV� LQWHUSUHWHG� DV� FRQQHFWHG� WR� WKH�

ZRUN� RI� PRWKHULQJ�� 7KLV� LQIOXHQFHV� KRZ� PRQH\� LV� RUJDQLVHG� DQG� VSHQW�� DQG� ZKR�

controls it. When Yasmin and Hamza speak of Yasmin’s potential income from a 

VDODU\��WKH�PRQH\�FDQ�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�KRXVHKROG�LQFRPH�–�but only ‘if she wants to’. 

For this couple, this shift in the interpretation of ‘woman’s money’ –� IURP� EHLQJ�

individual and feminine to becoming more collective and more similar to ‘male 

money’ also entails a shift in the distribution of� FDUH� ZRUN� LQ� WKH� KRPH�� 7KLV� LV� D�

SUDJPDWLF� VKLIW� WR� PHHW� WKH� UHDOLW\� RI� +DP]D� QRW� EHLQJ� DEOH� WR� WDNH� RQ� RXWVLGH�

HPSOR\PHQW� DQG� <DVPLQ� ZDQWLQJ� WR� ZRUN�� WKH� QHHG� IRU� PRQH\� DQG� WKH� QHHG� IRU�

VRPHRQH�WR�FDUH�IRU� WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DW�KRPH��:KLOH�WKLV�PD\�VHHP��DOWKRXJK�LW�KDV�QRW�

\HW� KDSSHQHG�� D� VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG� VKLIW� LQ� WKLV� IDPLO\�� QHJRWLDWLRQV� RI�PRQH\�� JHQGHU�

DQG�WLPH�DUH�RIWHQ�GLVFXVVHG�DPRQJ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�FRXSOHV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�,�NQRZ�

LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�IXQGDPHQWDO�LVVXHV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�UHSURGXFWLRQ�LQ�D�KRXVHKROG���

,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�SUHVHQW�FKDSWHU�DGGV�WR�P\�GLVFXVVLRQV�DERXW�JHQGHU��&KDSWHU�

����UHSURGXFWLRQ��&KDSWHU����DQG�UHDULQJ��&KDSWHU�����,Q�&KDSWHU����,�DUJXHG�WKDW�ZKLOH�

WKH� child’s VH[� FKLOG� UHPDLQV� LPSRUWDQW� LQ� IDPLOLHV�� WKLV� LV� GHFUHDVLQJO\� VR�� DQG� LQ�

                                                           
131 ,W� LV� QRW� XQXVXDO� WR� QHHG� ODUJH� VXPV� RI� PRQH\� IDLUO\� TXLFNO\�� &RUD� $OH[D� '¡YLQJ� ZULWHV� RI� DQ�
LQIRUPDQW�ZKR� UDWKHU� FDVXDOO\� DQG�RQ� VKRUW� QRWLFH� WUDQVIHUUHG�12.�������� �(85�������� WR� D� IULHQG�
ZKRVH�PRWKHU�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�KDG�SDVVHG�DZD\�DQG�ZKR�QHHGHG�PRQH\�WR�FRYHU�H[SHQVHV�������������
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SDUWLFXODU�ZKHQ�FRPSDULQJ�WKH�JUDQGSDUHQW�JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�SDUHQWDO�JHQHUDWLRQ��<HW��

as we saw in the case of Farzana, and among some members of Saba’s family, this is 

QRW�XQDPELJXRXVO\�VR��,Q�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU��,�VKRZHG�WKDW�VRPH�PRWKHUV�KDYH�FOHDU�

DLPV�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�JHQGHUHG�UHODWLRQV�DV�FRPSDUHG�WR�ZKDW�

ZRPHQ� WKHPVHOYHV� GR�� +RZHYHU�� WKH� H[DPSOHV� DOVR� LOOXVWUDWHG� WKDW� DPELWLRQV� RI�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV�DUH�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\� VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG��2QH� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKLV�PD\�EH� WKDW�

PRWKHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�DUH�HPEHGGHG�LQ�JHQGHUHG�DQG�VWUDWLILHG�UHODWLRQV��DQG�IRU�VRPH�

WKLV�LV�DOVR�GHVLUDEOH�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW��DV�ZLOO�EHFRPH�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��7RJHWKHU��

WKH� GLIIHUHQW� DSSURDFKHV� DQG� HPSLULFDO� IRFXV� RQ� JHQGHU� LQ� WKHVH� WKUHH� FKDSWHUV�

FRQWULEXWH� WR�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH� FRPSOH[� ILHOG�RI�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�FRQVWUDLQWV�

WKDW�PRWKHUV�IDFH�ZKHQ�QHJRWLDWLQJ�JHQGHUHG�FRQWLQXLWLHV�DQG�FKDQJHV��$V�SUHYLRXVO\�

QRWHG�� WKHVH� GR� QRW� RFFXU� LVRODWHG� IURP� EURDGHU� QDWLRQDO� GLVFRXUVHV� RI� WKH� IDPLO\��

JHQGHU�DQG�ZRUN��EXW�YHU\�PXFK�LQ�GLDORJXH�ZLWK�WKHVH���

7KLV� FKDSWHU� LV� QHLWKHU� FKLHIO\� DERXW� WKH� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� ILQDQFHV� LQ�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�KRXVHKROGV�QRU�LV�LW�PDLQO\�DERXW�1RUZHJLDQ�Pakistani women’s 

UHODWLRQV� WR� WKH� HPSOR\PHQW� PDUNHW�� DOWKRXJK� LW� WRXFKHV� RQ� ERWK� RI� WKHVH� WRSLFV��

&RQVHTXHQWO\�� ,� GR� QRW� DUJXH� IRU� D� FOHDU� GLVWLQFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� PRWKHULQJ� ZRUN� DQG�

IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� EXW� UDWKHU�� WDNLQJ� D� SDUWLFXODU� NLQG� RI� PRQH\� DV� SRLQW� RI�

GHSDUWXUH�� H[SORUH� WKH� FKDQJLQJ� QDWXUH� RI� IHPLQLQLW\�� ZKLFK� PD\� HQFRPSDVV� ERWK��

HYHQ� LI� WKH�PDLQ� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� SURYLGH� IRU� WKH� IDPLO\� LV� D�PDVFXOLQH� GXW\�� ,� DP�

concerned with what I term ‘women’s money’����DQG� KRZ� LW� LV� LQWHUSUHWHG� LQ� WKH�

MXQFWXUH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�DQG�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�IDPLO\�OLIH�LQ�

WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� KRXVHKROGV� ,� NQRZ�� :KLOH� PRQH\� FDQ� UHDIILUP� VRFLDO�

VWUXFWXUHV��LW�DOVR�HPERGLHV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�WUDQVFHQG�DQG�UHGHILQH�WKHVH���

8PXW�(UHO� UHIHUV� WR� LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV� DV� ‘cultural currency speculators’ as 

they ‘strategically deploy cultural resources from one national setting in another’ 

�����D������� ,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,� GUDZ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� PRQH\� LV� DQ�

element, or a medium, in these ‘speculations’�� QHJRWLDWLQJ� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� DQG�

DXWRQRP\�ZLWKLQ�DQG�EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�JHQGHUHG� LGHRORJLHV�� ,Q�GLVFXVVLQJ�JHQGHUHG�

PRQH\� DQG� WKH� JHQGHULQJ� RI� PRQH\�� ,� DOVR� RIIHU� VRPH� SHUVSHFWLYHV� RQ� LPPLJUDQW�

mothers’ views on formal employment�–�RU�HDUQLQJ�D�VDODU\�IURP�HPSOR\PHQW���DQG�
                                                           
����0RQH\�FDQ�RI�FRXUVH�DVVXPH�D�JHQGHUHG�DQG�VHSDUDWH�QDWXUH�DOVR�DPRQJ�PDMRULW\�1RUZHJLDQV��EXW�D�
FRPSDUDWLYH�GLVFXVVLRQ� LV�EH\RQG� WKH�VFRSH�RI� WKLV�FKDSWHU�� ,Q�P\�H[SHULHQFH��KRZHYHU��HYHQ� WKRXJK�
PRQH\�PD\�EH�JHQGHUHG�� WKLV� LV� LQ� OLQH�ZLWK�D�6FDQGLQDYLDQ�JHQGHU�PRGHO�ZKHUH�ERWK� VSRXVHV�KDYH�
access to the others’ LQFRPH��RU�DW�OHDVW�FDQ�OHJLWLPDWHO\�DVN�IRU�WKLV��
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PRWKHUKRRG��7KH�NLQGV�RI�PRQH\�,�ZULWH�DERXW�DUH�LQFRPH�IURP�WZR�NLQGV�RI�VRFLDO�

JUDQWV��WKH�FKLOG�EHQHILW�DQG�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW��DQG�IURP�ZDJH�ZRUN��RU�VDODULHV��,�UHIHU�WR�

these incomes as ‘money’ precisely because not all money that enters the household 

RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�LQFRPH��EHFDXVH�LW�GRHV�QRW�come inWR�WKH�KRXVHKROG��

but is defined as ‘extra’ and ‘separate’. �

In the previous chapter, I argued that one motivation for mothers’ 

WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�VRQV�LV�IDLOLQJ�WR�DFKLHYH�WKHLU�RZQ�DPELWLRQV��DQG�QRW�

ZDQWLQJ�WKHLU�GDXJKWHUV�DQG�GDXJKWHUV�LQ�ODZ�WR�KDYH�WR�IDFH�WKH�VDPH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�

WKH�SUHGHWHUPLQHG�JHQGHU�UROHV�WKDW�WKH�PRWKHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�H[SHULHQFH��,Q�WKLV�FKDSWHU�

,�H[SORUH�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�PRQH\�LV�VDYHG��VSHQW�DQG�H[FKDQJHG��DV�D�ZD\�WR�H[SORUH�

IHPLQLQLW\� DQG� JHQGHUHG� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� ,� VKRZ� WKDW�ZKLOH�PRWKHUV� VHHN� WR� FKDOOHQJH�

the ‘stuff’ of IHPLQLQLW\�� WKH\� DOVR� ZRUN� WR� XSKROG� FHQWUDO� HOHPHQWV� RI� WUDGLWLRQDO�

IHPLQLQH�DQG�PDVFXOLQH�QRUPV��7KH�IOH[LELOLW\�WKDW�OLHV�LQ�WKLV�GXDO�RULHQWDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�

ERWK� DQ� DGYDQWDJH� DQG� D� GLVDGYDQWDJH�� HQDEOLQJ� PRWKHUV� WR� VKLIW� RULHQWDWLRQV� RI�

IHPLQLQH�JHQGHU, but also to ‘retreat’ from their ambitions for change RU�UHGHILQH�WKHVH�

ZKHQ� WKH� VDFULILFHV�DUH� FRQVLGHUHG� WRR�KLJK�� ,W� LV� LQ� WKHVH� LQWHUVHFWLRQV� WKDW�PRWKHUV�

FDUYH�RXW�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�D�NLQG�RI�JHQGHUHG�DXWRQRP\�WKDW�PD\�GLIIHU�IURP�WKDW�ZKLFK�

LV�HPEHGGHG�LQ�VWDWH�LGHDOV���,Q�WKLV�FKDSWHU��VHHNLQJ�WR�VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�WKHVH�WRSLFV�WKDW�

ILW�LQWR�PDLQ�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQ�QXPEHU�WKUHH��,�DVN���

�� How do mothers negotiate autonomy and ambitions of participating in formal 

employment with a good family life and good motherhood? 

�� What are the potentials that lie in different kinds of feminine money, such as 

social grants and salaries, and how do mothers take advantage of these in 

their gendered boundary work?  

 

�

Money, boundaries and ‘stuff’ 
%\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� PRQH\� DV� D� ZD\� RI� H[SUHVVLQJ� KRZ� SHRSOH� PDNH� FRPPXQLWLHV��

articulating both ‘individual desires and the way we belong to each other’, as Keith 

+DUW� GRHV� �������� ZH� FDQ� VHH� WKDW� PRQH\� HPERGLHV� ERWK� LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ� DQG�

collectivising qualities. Together with Chris Hann, Hart argues that money ‘must be 

LPSHUVRQDO�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQQHFW�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�WKH�XQLYHUVH�RI�UHODWLRQV�WR�ZKLFK�WKH\�

belong’, while people simultaneously make personal out of money, making the 
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LPSHUVRQDO� ZRUOG� PHDQLQJIXO� �+DQQ� 	� +DUW�� ���������� 7KXV�� ZKLOH� PRQH\� DQG�

ILQDQFLDO� WUDQVDFWLRQV� PD\� DSSHDU� QHXWUDO�� WKH\� DUH� HPEHGGHG� LQ� PRUDO�� VRFLDO� DQG�

FXOWXUDO� PHDQLQJV� �3DUU\� 	� %ORFK�� ����E��� ,PSRUWDQWO\�� LW� LV� QRW� RQO\� QRQ�PRGHUQ�

PRQH\����WKDW�LV�VRFLDOO\�HPEHGGHG��EXW�PRGHUQ�PRQH\�DV�ZHOO��0DXUHU����������

+HQFH�� WKHUH� UHVWV� LQ� PRQH\� D� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� SRZHU� WKDW� FDQ� FKDOOHQJH� DQG�

WUDQVFHQG� HVWDEOLVKHG� VRFLDO� VWUXFWXUHV� DQG� ERXQGDULHV� RI� WKHVH�� %HFDXVH� PRQH\�

DFTXLUHV�LWV�PHDQLQJ�WKURXJK�WUDQVDFWLRQV�LW�LV�PRXOGHG�E\�where�LW�GHULYHV�IURP�DQG�

who� DFTXLUHV� LW�� WZR� GLPHQVLRQV� WKDW� ,� ILQG� WR� EH� FHQWUDO� LQ� WKH� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI�

PRQH\�� $PRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�� WKLV� LQIOXHQFHV� ZKHWKHU� DQG� KRZ� PRQH\� LV�

EURXJKW� LQWR� DQG� FRQWULEXWHG� WR� WKH� KRXVHKROG�� %HFDXVH� WKH� PHDQLQJ� RI� PRQH\� LV�

PRXOGHG� E\� JHQGHU� IUDPHZRUNV� �+HHQ�� ��������� –� D� GLPHQVLRQ� WKDW� %LOO� 0DXUHU�

�������GRHV�QRW�GLVFXVV�LQ�KLV�OLWHUDWXUH�UHYLHZ�RI�DQWKURSRORJ\�DQG�PRQH\�–�PRQH\�

FDQ� VHUYH� DV� D� SULVP� IRU� H[SORULQJ�PRUH� IXQGDPHQWDO� LVVXHV� RI� WKH� FRQVWLWXWLRQ� DQG�

FRQWHVWDWLRQ�RI�JHQGHUHG�QRUPV��DPELWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV���

For Paul Bohannan, conversions between ‘spheres’ of organisation have a 

‘strong moral quality in their rationalization’ and can be sanctioned, conveyances are 

PRUDOO\�QHXWUDO�������������:ULWLQJ�VRPH����\HDUV�ODWHU��%ORFK�DQG�3DUU\�IRFXVHG�RQ�

WKH�WHPSRUDO�QDWXUH�RI�WKHVH�H[FKDQJHV������D���(PSKDVLVLQJ�WHPSRUDOLW\��-DQH�*X\HU�

argues that one can simply ‘lift off’ the barriers of the spheres, and understand these 

DV� LQVWLWXWLRQV� WKDW� IDFLOLWDWH� DV\PPHWULFDO� H[FKDQJHV� ���������� VHH� DOVR� 0DXUHU��

�������7KHVH�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DUH�DOO�YDOXDEOH�IRU�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�P\�ILQGLQJV��7HPSRUDOLW\�LV�

FHQWUDO�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�SURGXFWLYH�DQG�UHSURGXFWLYH�ODERXU��

DQG�Guyer’s perspective is helpful foU� PDNLQJ� VHQVH� RI� WKH� PRUDO� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI�

VKLIWV� LQ� WKH� WHPSRUDO� UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�SURGXFWLYH�DQG� UHSURGXFWLYH�ZRUN��$OVR��

VSKHUHV�� LI� XQGHUVWRRG� DV� JHQHUDOLVHG� DQDO\WLFDO� PRGHOV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� DFWXDO� ERXQGHG�

XQLWV�� DUH� XVHIXO� IRU� RUJDQLVLQJ� DQG� DQDO\VLQJ� WKH� QDWXUH�� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� VRFLDO� DQG�

PRUDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI��WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV�RI�WLPH��PRQH\�DQG�W\SHV�RI�ZRUN���

Similar to Bohannan, Barth’s work on ‘cultural stuff’ and categories provides 

a way to analyse transgressions, social or financial. In Barth’s�argument, ‘boundaries 

persist despite a flow of personnel across them’ ����������%DUWK�PDNHV�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�

between social boundaries (for Barth, ‘the ethnic boundary’), and ‘the cultural stuff’, 

or meaning, that make up these discursive categories. ‘Stuff’ can flow across these 

                                                           
����3DXO�(LQ]LJ��������GHILQHV�WKLV�DV�DQ\�PRQH\�WKDW�LV�QRW�PDGH�RI�SDSHU�RU�FRLQ���
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ERXQGDULHV��ZKLOH�WKH�FDWHJRULHV�UHPDLQ��%DUWK�DUJXHV�WKDW�LPSRUWDQW�WKHRUHWLFDO�LVVXHV�

FDQ�EH�LGHQWLILHG�LQ� WKH�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�ERXQGDULHV�RI�XQLWV�UDWKHU� WKDQ��RU� LQ�DGGLWLRQ�

WR��WKH�XQLWV�WKHPVHOYHV��+H�DGGV�WKDW�YLWDO�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�SHUVLVW�DFURVV�ERXQGDULHV��

DQG�PD\�LQ�IDFW�EH�WKH�YHU\�IRXQGDWLRQ�RQ�ZKLFK�VRFLDO�V\VWHPV�DUH�EXLOW��������������

,Q� WKHLU� UHVHDUFK� RQ� HWKQLF� ERXQGDU\� ZRUN� LQ� D� 6ZLVV� FODVVURRP�� 'XHPPOHU� DQG�

FROOHDJXHV� �'XHPPOHU� HW� DO��� ������ XQGHUVWDQG� JHQGHU� DV� WKH� ‘cultural stuff’ that is 

used as a resource in ethnic boundary work. This ‘cultural stuff’ is mRELOLVHG� �RU�

done��DPRQJ�PDMRULW\�6ZLVV�DV�ZHOO�DV�PLQRULW\�$OEDQLDQV�LQ�PDUNLQJ�FRPPXQDOLWLHV�

DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV���

1RUZHJLDQ�VRFLRORJLVW�$QGHUV�9DVVHQGHQ�QRWHV�WKDt, while the ‘cultural stuff’ 

WUDQVFHQGLQJ�ERXQGDULHV�LV�PRUH�G\QDPLF�WKDQ�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�WKDW�DUH�FRQVWUXFWHG�WR�

FRQWDLQ�WKHP��ZH�PXVW�WDNH�FDUH�QRW�WR�H[DJJHUDWH�WKH�OLTXLGLW\�RI�WKH�VWXII�����������

���because the nature of the ‘stuff’ is important and mD\�PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH��%HDULQJ�

WKLV� LQ�PLQG�� ,� ILQG� WKLV� FRQFHSW� RI� boundary work� XVHIXO� IRU� DQDO\VLQJ� LPPLJUDQW�

mothers’ negotiations in the interfaces of time, work and money –�EXW� OLNH�*X\HU�� ,�

DGG�D�WHPSRUDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�WR�WKHVH�H[FKDQJHV��$�IRFXV�RQ�ERXQGDU\�ZRUN�HQDEOHV�DQ�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� NLQGV� RI� HIIRUWV� WKDW� SHRSOH� PDNH� LQ� PRXOGLQJ� DQG� PHUJLQJ�

LGHDOV��DPELWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�WKHLU�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV��)XUWKHU��DV�HYLGHQW�SDUWLFXODUO\�

LQ� WKH� FDVH� RI� <DOGD� �GLVFXVVHG� EHORZ��� LW� SHUPLWV� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� RI� KRZ� IDU�

ERXQGDULHV�FDQ�EH�VWUHWFKHG��7KH�PDLQ�ERXQGDU\�,�DP�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�KHUH�LV�WKH�RQH�

VXUURXQGLQJ� IHPLQLQH� LGHQWLWLHV, more specifically ‘good motherhood’, which also 

HQFRPSDVVHV� WKH� VWXII� RI� DXWRQRP\� DQG� LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� JHQGHUHG� LGHDOV� RI�

FDULQJ�DQG�SURYLGLQJ��DQG� WKHUHIRUH� WKH�ERXQGDU\� LV�DOVR� UHODWLRQDO�DQG�FRQQHFWHG� WR�

PDVFXOLQLW\���

�

Organising money: gendered meanings 
,Q�HDUO\�������<DVPLQ�WHOOV�PH��VKH�KDG�12.���������LQ�KHU�EDQN�DFFRXQW��VWHPPLQJ�

IURP� FDVK� JUDQWV�� FKLOG� EHQHILWV� DQG� WKH� engangsstønad �OLW�� D� RQFH�RII� VXSSRUW�

JUDQW������+DP]D�GRHV�QRW�NQRZ�KRZ�PXFK�WKHUH�LV�LQ�WKH�DFFRXQW�EHFDXVH�KH�GRHV�QRW�

have access to it; and, he says, ‘I don’t care about that or how she spends the money. 

Once she called from Pakistan to tell me what she was buying. I had to tell her to 

                                                           
134 :RPHQ�ZKR�KDYH� QRW�ZRUNHG� IRU� VL[�RXW� RI� WKH� ODVW� WHQ�PRQWKV� LPPHGLDWHO\�prior to the child’s 
ELUWK� GR� QRW� TXDOLI\� IRU� SDLG� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�� ,QVWHDG�� WKH\� UHFHLYH� WKH� engangsstønad�� D� RQH�RII� VXP�
�12.��������DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��WR�FRYHU�QHFHVVDU\�H[SHQVHV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�EDE\� 
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stop. I know it’s a Pakistani thing…the husband controlling the money, but I am not 

interested. She can do what she wants.’135�In addition to Yasmin’s bank account, 

<DVPLQ�DQG�+DP]D�KDYH�D�VKDUHG�DFFRXQW�ZLWK�RQH�FDUG��7KH�card is kept in Hamza’s 

ZDOOHW�� EXW� LI� <DVPLQ� QHHGV� LW�� VKH� VLPSO\� WDNHV� WKH� FDUG� IURP� KLV� ZDOOHW�� +DP]D�

MRNLQJO\�WHOOV�PH��‘She learnt the pin code the same day I got the card. Women!’ 7KH�

FRXSOH�DOVR�KDV�D�SDUDOOHO�VDYLQJ�V\VWHP��WKURXJK�ZKLFK�+DP]D�WDNHV�RXW�VRPH�FDVK�

IURP�WKHLU�FRPPRQ�DFFRXQW�HYHU\�PRQWK��DQG�VDYHV�LW�LQ�D�ER[�EHKLQG�WKH�GHWHUJHQWV�

LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ�FXSERDUG��7KLV�LV�XVHG�IRU�ODUJHU�QRQ�HVVHQWLDO�H[SHQVHV��OLNH�WKH�L3DG�

+DP]D�ERXJKW�D�PRQWK�DJR��DQG�WKH�FDPHUD�KH�LV�VDYLQJ�XS�IRU�QRZ���

([SORULQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�JHQGHU��PRQH\�DQG�VRFLDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��RU�

‘ideas about the moral community’, we need to look into the uses of money, which 

LQFOXGH�H[FKDQJH��VDYLQJ�DQG�FRQVXPSWLRQ��&DUVWHQ�������������,Q�WKH�0DOD\�ILVKLQJ�

YLOODJH�ZKHUH�-DQHW�&DUVWHQ�FRQGXFWHG�KHU�ILHOGZRUN��PHQ�HDUQHG�PRQH\��EXW�KDQGHG�

LW� RYHU� WR� ZRPHQ� ZKR� LQ� SUDFWLFDO� DQG� RUJDQLVDWLRQDO� WHUPV� UDQ� WKH� KRXVHKROG�

HFRQRP\��+HQFH��H[SHQGLWXUH�DQG�VDYLQJV�ZHUH�GH�individualised ‘as far as possible 

within the house’ �&DUVWHQ��������������

,Q�WKH�IDPLOLHV�,�NQRZ��WKH�PRQH\�WKDW�PHQ�EULQJ�LQWR�WKH�KRXVHKROG�EHFRPHV�

GH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�DQG�FRPHV�WR�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�KRXVHKROG��0HQ�UHWDLQ�VRPH�FRQWURO�RI�

WKH� FROOHFWLYLVHG� PRQH\� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� WKH\� JHQHUDOO\� VSHQG� DQG� SULRULWL]H� LW��

DOWKRXJK� LW� EHORQJV� WR� WKH� KRXVHKROG� DQG� LV� WR� FRYHU� WKH� OLYLQJ� H[SHQVHV� RI�� LQ�

SDUWLFXODU�� WKH� ZLIH� DQG� FKLOGUHQ�� EXW� LQ� VRPH� IDPLOLHV� DOVR� SDUHQWV�� FRXVLQV� RU�

VLEOLQJV. Further, women’s money, particularly that deriving from social grants, may 

QRW�EHFRPH�GH�LQdividualised in the same way as men’s money. In some families, this 

money does not enter the household at all, but remains ‘separate’ and individualised, 

thereby facilitating women’s autonomy, as we saw with Yasmin. The kind of family 

PRGHO� �V\PPHWULFDO�� FRPSOHPHQWDU\��ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK� WKH� YDULRXV� W\SHV� RI�PRQH\� DUH�

LQWHUSUHWHG�LQIOXHQFHV�WKH�NLQG�RI�DXWRQRP\�ZRPHQ�PD\�JDLQ��+RZHYHU��DV�VKRXOG�EH�

FOHDU� E\� QRZ�� HYHQ� LI� SHRSOH� RULHQW� WKHLU� OLYHV� WRZDUGV� WKH� FROOHFWLYH� WKLV� GRHV� QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\�LPSO\�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�ZHDN�RQ�DXWRQRP\��WKH\�PD\�QHJRWLDWH�WKHLU�VHOI�RWKHU�

SRVLWLRQLQJV�VWUDWHJLFDOO\��(ZLQJ����������

                                                           
����3DUDGR[LFDOO\��+DP]D�says that it is ‘typical Pakistani’�that men control women’s money. YHW��WKH�
JHQGHUHG�GLYLVLRQ�RI�PRQH\��DV�,�LQWHUSUHW�LW��LV�IXQGHG�RQ�‘typical Pakistani’�JHQGHUHG�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�
UHODWLRQV�� 7KHUH� LV� DOVR� D� FRQWUDGLFWLRQ� LQ� +DP]D’V� VWDWHPHQW� LQ� WKDW� KH� ERWK� WROG� <DVPLQ� WR� VWRS�
VSHQGLQJ�WKH�PRQH\��EXW�WKHQ�FRQWLQXHG�VD\LQJ�WKDW�KH�GRHV�QRW�FDUH�ZKDW�VKH�GRHV�ZLWK�LW��,�FKRRVH�WR�
LQWHUSUHW�+DP]D�KHUH�WR�EHLQJ�VSHDNLQJ�RI�PDVFXOLQH�FRQWURO�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\���
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:ULWLQJ�DERXW�DGDSWDWLRQ�DPRQJ�6RPDOL�DQG�7DPLO�PLJUDQWV� LQ�1RUZD\��$GD�

(QJHEULJWVHQ� QRWHV� WKDW� VKH�KDV� KHDUG� VHYHUDO� 6RPDOL�ZRPHQ� LQ�1RUZD\� FODLP� WKDW�

EHFDXVe child rearing is their responsibility, welfare support is ‘their money’ 

������������ EXW� VKH� GRHV� QRW� H[SORUH� WKLV� IXUWKHU� LQ� WKH� DUWLFOH�� $PRQJ� PDQ\�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� ,� NQRZ�� PRQH\� IURP� IDPLO\�UHODWHG� VRFLDO� JUDQWV� ODUJHO\�

UHPDLQV� IHPLQLQH� DQG� LQGLYLGXDO�� ZKHUHDV� WKH� PRQH\� WKDW� ZRPHQ� EULQJ� LQWR� WKH�

KRXVHKROG� IURP� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�PRUH�RIWHQ� EHFRPH�GH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�� DOWKRXJK�

QRW�DOZD\V��$V�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�<DVPLQ�DQG�+DP]D��DOWKRXJK�WKH�FKLOG�EHQHILWV�DQG�

social grants remain ‘separate’, it appears� relatively unproblematic that Yasmin’s 

IXWXUH� VDODU\� ZLOO� EH� FKDQQHOOHG� LQWR� WKH� KRXVHKROG� DQG� EHFRPH� GH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG��

However, this is not as straightforward in all the families I know: money is not ‘just 

money’, because it embodies a potential for chaOOHQJLQJ� DQG� WUDQVIRUPLQJ� VRFLDO�

RUJDQLVDWLRQ���

$PRQJ�3DNLVWDQLV��PRQH\� LV� RQH� RI� WKH� UHVRXUFHV� WKDW� FRQVWLWXWHV� DQG� ELQGV�

FROOHFWLYHV� WKURXJK� WKH� LQWULFDWH� lena/dena� H[FKDQJHV�� 0RQH\� LV� D� FRPPRQ� JLIW� DW�

ZHGGLQJV�� UHDIILUPLQJ� WKH� FRQQHFWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� WKH� FRXSOH� DQG� WKHLU� UHVSHFWLYH�

IDPLOLHV�� 7KH� mahr� (bride price), given from the husband’s family to the bride’s 

IDPLO\�� IRU� LQVWDQFH�� LV� D� FHQWUDO� IHDWXUH� RI� ,VODPLF�PDUULDJHV�� ,W� FRQVLVWV�PDLQO\� RI�

PRQH\�DQG�RU� MHZHOOHU\� �6KDZ�������������DQG�VRPH�ZRPHQ�LQ�P\�VWXG\�KDYH�VDIH�

GHSRVLW� ER[HV� LQ� WKH� EDQN� ZKHUH� WKLV� MHZHOOHU\� LV� NHSW�� $GGLWLRQDOO\�� 3DNLVWDQLV�

WUDGLWLRQDOO\�IROORZ�WKH�jahez, where money and goods go from the woman’s family to 

the man’s, but are often owned by the new couple �0RHQ�� ���������� :HUEQHU��

����D�������7KH jahez��GRZU\��PD\�FRQVLVW�RI�IXUQLWXUH��NLWFKHQ�DSSOLDQFHV�DQG�RWKHU�

KRXVHKROG�JRRGV������

$OWKRXJK� WKH�DFWXDO� VXP�RI� WKH�mahr�PD\�EH�V\PEROLF�� LW� LV�ZULWWHQ� LQWR� WKH�

marriage contract as ‘Islam’s protection of women in marriage’ �6KDZ�� �����������

6RPH�PRWKHUV�WHOO�PH�WKDW�WKH�mahr�KDV�ORVW�LWV�PRQHWDU\�VLJQLILFDQFH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��DQG�

IXUWKHU�WKDW�WKH mahr LV�QRW�DOZD\V�SDLG�SULRU�WR� WKH�FRQVXPPDWLRQ�RI�PDUULDJH�DV�LW�

‘should be’, but delayed or even ‘forgiven’, if not forgotten, altogether by the bride’s 

IDPLO\��VHH�DOVR�&KDUVOH\���������������6RPH�LQIRUPDQWV�HPSKDVLVH�WKDW�WKLV�LV�PRUH�
                                                           
����,Q�D�IDPLO\�,�VWD\HG�ZLWK�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��WKH�VRQ�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�ZKR�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�PDUULHG��KH�VSHQW�GD\�RI�
WKH�mendhi�carrying large pieces of furniture purchased by the bride’s family, into the house, to furbish 
the couple’s bedroom �EHG�� FXSERDUG�� EHGVLGH� WDEOHV� DQG� D� PLUURU�� DQG� D� UDQJH� RI� KRXVHKROG�
appliances, such as a Kenwood, pots and pans, gifts from the bride’s family. Her family did not enter 
the house, to furbish the couple’s bedroom (bed, cupboard, bedside tables and a mirrRU��DQG�D�UDQJH�RI�
household appliances, such as a Kenwood, pots and pans, into the house, gifts from the bride’s family. �
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VR� LQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� XQLRQV�� ZKHUH� PRQH\� ORVHV� YDOXH� E\� EHLQJ� WUDQVIHUUHG� IURP�

3DNLVWDQ�WR�1RUZD\��VR�WKHUH�LV�QR�SRLQW� LQ�SD\LQJ�mahr� LQ�3DNLVWDQL�UXSHHV�DV� WKH\�

ZRXOG�EH�SUDFWLFDOO\�ZRUWKOHVV� LQ�1RUZD\��0DQ\�RI�P\� LQIRUPDQWV�GR�QRW�NQRZ�RU�

UHPHPEHU�ZKDW�WKH�mahr FRQVLVWHG�RI��EXW�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�YDOXH�LV�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�VXSSRVHG�

WR� EH� WKH� HTXLYDOHQW� RI� ��� JROG� FRLQV�� 6RPH� WHOO� PH� WKDW� WKHLU� mahr� was ‘low’, 

typically ‘a few hundred kroner’����–�IDU�IURP�HQRXJK�WR�SURYLGH�D�VDIHW\�QHW�LQ�FDVH�

RI�GLYRUFH��ZKHWKHU�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�RU�LQ�1RUZD\���

2SSRUWXQLWLHV� SURYLGHG� E\� PLJUDWLQJ� WR� D� (XURSHDQ� FRXQWU\� –� VXFK� DV� D�

6FKHQJHQ�YLVD��DFFHVV�WR�HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�ILQDQFLDO�DQG�VRFLDO�VHFXULW\��ZKLFK�DJDLQ�FDQ�

EHQHILW� IDPLO\� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� WKURXJK� UHPLWWDQFHV� RU� FRQWLQXHG� FKDLQ�PLJUDWLRQ� –� DUH�

YDOXHG� DQG� VRXJKW�DIWHU� LQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PDUULDJH� WUDQVDFWLRQV�� $OWKRXJK� WKHUH� DUH�

JHQGHUHG�QXDQFHV��IRU�LQVWDQFH�DV�UHJDUGV�WKH�VHQGLQJ�RI�UHPLWWDQFHV�� WKHVH�UHVRXUFHV�

DUH�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�ERWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�WKURXJK�PDUULDJH�DQG�KHQFH�GR�QRW�ILW�LQWR�WKH�

WUDGLWLRQDO�GLYLVLRQ�RI�mahr�DQG�jahez�����)XUWKHU��DV�ZH�VDZ�ZLWK�+XVQD��DERYH��DQG�

ZLWK�.XOVRRP��&KDSWHU�����ZRPHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�1RUZD\��DQG�PDUULHG�

WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\��PD\�HQWHU� WKH�PDUULDJH�RZQLQJ�SURSHUW\� WKDW� IDPLO\� LQ�1RUZD\�KDV�

LQYHVWHG�LQ�WR�VHFXUH�WKHLU�IXWXUH��7KLV�LV�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�IDPLO\�LQ�1RUZD\��

EHFDXVH�WKH�QHZO\�PLJUDWHG�PDQ�ZLOO�QHHG�WLPH�WR�OHDUQ�WKH�ODQJXDJH��DQG�VRPHWLPHV�

WR� DFTXLUH� RWKHU� QHZ� VNLOOV�� EHIRUH� KH� FDQ� SURYLGH� IRU� KLV� IDPLO\� LQ�1RUZD\�� ,I� WKH�

\RXQJ�IDPLO\��RU�WKH�ZRPDQ�LQ�LW��RZQV�SURSHUW\��WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�HDVLHU��DV�WKH�

IDPLO\�FDQ�DYRLG�D�VLWXDWLRQ�ZKHUH�WKH�QHZ�PDOH�PLJUDQW�EHFRPHV�D�ghar damad��7KH�

FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� PDOH� PLJUDWLRQ� DQG� IHPDOH� RZQHUVKLS� RI� SURSHUW\� PD\� LQIOXHQFH�

KRXVHKROG� FRPSRVLWLRQ� DQG� OHDG� WR� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� QXFOHDU� KRXVHKROGV� �VHH�

GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�KRXVHKROG�FRPSRVLWLRQ�LQ�&KDSWHU������

7KXV��LQ�FRXSOHV�ZKHUH�WKH�ZRPDQ�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�JUHZ�XS�LQ�1RUZD\��SURSHUW\�

WDNHV� RQ� VRPH� RI� WKH� IXQFWLRQ� RI� WKH� mahr,� UHPDLQLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� ZRPDQ� DQG�

UHSUHVHQWLQJ�VHFXULW\�LQ�FDVH�RI�GLYRUFH��$OVR��EHFDXVH�LW� LV�KHU�IDPLO\�WKDW�SURYLGHG�

WKH�SURSHUW\�� LW� DVVXPHV� WKH� IXQFWLRQV�RI� WKH� jahez� LQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV�ZKHUH�

WKH�PDQ�LV�WKH�PLJUDQW��7KHVH�VKLIWV�PD\�OHDG�WR�JUHDWHU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�IRU�ZRPHQ�LQ�

1RUZD\��DV�WKH\�JHW�DFFHVV�WR�PRUH�LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ�UHVRXUFHV��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�ZHUH�ERUQ�

                                                           
����12.����� �(XUR�����
����0HQ��DV�SURYLGHUV��KDYH�D�GXW\�WR�VHQG�UHPLWWDQFHV��:RPHQ�PD\�GR�WKLV�WRR��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZHDOWK�
JDS�EHWZHHQ�1RUZD\�DQG�3DNLVWDQ��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�IHZHU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RQ�WKHP�WR�GR�WKLV��,Q�KHU�VWXG\�RI�
UHPLWWDQFHV��0DUWD�%LYDQG�(UGDO�DUJXHV�IRU�D�IRFXV�RQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�KRXVHKROGV��DV�WKLV�PDNHV�
LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�JHQGHU�DQG�NLQVKLS��DQG�SUHIHUHQFH������E���
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LQ�1RUZD\��SURSHUW\��RU�KDYH�PLJUDWHG�IURP�3DNLVWDQ��HGXFDWLRQ��JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\��� ,�

UHWXUQ�WR�WKLV�EULHIO\�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU��,Q�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�,�KDYH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�

RQ� VKRZLQJ� KRZ� PRQH\� LV� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� JHQGHUHG� LQ� WKH� VRFLDO� VWUXFWXUH� DQG�

RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� 3DNLVWDQLV�� DQG� WKDW� WKLV� FRQWLQXHV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� DOEHLW� LQ� D� FKDQJHG�

IRUP���

�

Work and integration 
,Q� &KDSWHU� ��� ,� DUJXHG� WKDW� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� LV� DPELWLRXV� EXW� DOVR�

SDUDGR[LFDO�LQ�LWV�IDPLO\�SROLFLHV��,�PHQWLRQHG�IRXU�ILQDQFLDO�LQFHQWLYHV��WZR�RI�ZKLFK�

ZLOO�EH�DQDO\VHG� LQ� WKLV�FKDSWHU�� WKH�XQLYHUVDO�FKLOG�EHQHILW��DQG� WKH�FDVK�JUDQW��7KH�

IRUPHU�LV�E\�DQG�ODUJH�SROLWLFDOO\�XQFRQWHVWHG��EXW�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�KDV�EHHQ�VXEMHFW�WR�

GHEDWH� HYHU� VLQFH� D� &HQWUH�&RQVHUYDWLYH� JRYHUQPHQW� LQWURGXFHG� LW� LQ� ������ 6LPSO\�

SXW��&RQVHUYDWLYHV�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�'HPRFUDWV�KDYH�DUJXHG� IRU� WKH�ULJKW�RI� IDPLOLHV� WR�

FKRRVH� ZKDW� VXLWV� WKHLU� IDPLO\� VLWXDWLRQ� WKH� EHVW�� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� WKHLU� IDPLO\�

YDOXHV�� 8QGHUVWRRG� WKLV� ZD\�� LW� LV� VHHQ� DV� D� VWDWH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� DVVLVW� IDPLOLHV�

ILQDQFLDOO\�LQ�PDNLQJ�WKHLU�YDOXH�FKRLFHV��)HPLQLVWV�DQG�OHIWLVW�SROLWLFLDQV��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�

KDQG��DUJXH� WKDW� WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�HQFRXUDJHV�ZRPHQ��SDUWLFXODUO\�PLJUDQW�ZRPHQ�DQG�

ZRPHQ�LQ�ORZ�ZDJH�MREV��WR�VWD\�RXWVLGH�RI�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW��DQG�WKXV�VKRXOG�EH�

GURSSHG��DQ�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�PDQ\�ZKR�DUH�LQ�IDYRXU�RI�WKH�JUDQW�DUH�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK��

+HQFH��WKHUH�LV�JHQHUDO�DJUHHPHQW�DFURVV�WKH�SROLWLFDO�VSHFWUXP��HYHQ�DPRQJVW�

WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�LQ�IDYRXU�RI�WKH�JUDQW��WKDW�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�KDV�QHJDWLYH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�

WKH�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�PLJUDQW�ZRPHQ�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��EHFDXVH�LW�PRWLYDWHV�ZRPHQ�WR�

FDUH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DW�KRPH��DQG�WKXV�SUHYHQWV�ZRPHQ�IURP�ZRUNLQJ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�

IURP�JRLQJ�WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��7KDW�VDLG��HYHQ�WKRVH�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�FULWLFDO�WR�WKH�FDVK�

JUDQW� �6RFLDOLVW� /HIW�� /DERXU�� GLG� QRW� PDQDJH� WR� UHPRYH� WKLV� ZKHQ� WKH\� ZHUH� LQ�

JRYHUQPHQW� �����–������ ����–������� 2QH� UHDVRQ�� DV� ,� VHH� LW�� LV� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJ�

emphasis on individualism and ‘choice’ also in these parties. It is commonly argued in 

WKH�PHGLD�WKDW�UHPRYLQJ�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�ZRXOG�UHPRYH�WKH�ULJKW�RI�D�IDPLO\�WR�PDNH�

DXWRQRPRXV� GHFLVLRQV� DV� WR� WKH� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� FDUH� ZRUN�� $� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� WKLV�

GHEDWH� LV� WKDW� ILQDQFLDO� DXWRQRP\� IRU� ZRPHQ�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� VH[XDO� OLEHUDWLRQ�� KDV�

EHFRPH�FHQWUDO� LQ� IHPLQLVW� UKHWRULF� LQ�1RUZD\� LQ� FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK� DFKLHYLQJ� JHQGHU�

HTXDOLW\��-RLQLQJ�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH�KDV�EHHQ�VHHQ�DV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�WKLV�ILQDQFLDO�DXWRQRP\��

Related to this is the general assumption that women’s participation in employment 
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RXWVLGH�WKH�KRPH�LV� WKH�SDWK�WR�DOVR�DFKLHYLQJ�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�KRPH��DQG�

FRQVHTXHQWO\�� WKDW� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW� GHOD\V� RU� HYHQ� REVWUXFWV� WKLV� E\� NHHSLQJ� ZRPHQ�

RXWVLGH�RI�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW���

(PSOR\PHQW�EDVHG� ZHOIDUH� SROLFLHV� LV� D� VWURQJ� LGHRORJLFDO� IRXQGDWLRQ� LQ�

1RUZD\� �5XJNnVD�� ������� DQG� ODQJXDJH� VNLOOV�� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� HPSOR\PHQW� DUH� WKH�

PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WLFNHWV�WR�HQWU\�LQWR�1RUZHJLDQ�VRFLHW\��(ULNVHQ�������������$IWHU�WKH�

6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�VLQFH�WKH�����V��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�VKDUS�LQFUHDVH�LQ�

IHPDOH� ZDJH� ZRUN�� ,Q� WKH� HDUO\� ����V�� RQO\� ���� RI� ZRPHQ� LQ� 1RUZD\� KDG�

HPSOR\PHQW�RXWVLGH�WKH�KRPH��,Q������WKH�ILJXUH�ZDV����������ZKHUH�LW�KDV�UHPDLQHG�

IDLUO\�VWDEOH��UHFRUGHG�DW�����LQ����������:KLOH�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�PLQRULW\�ZRPHQ�

LQ� SDLG� HPSOR\PHQW� LV� D� FHQWUDO� LQWHJUDWLRQ� JRDO� �%DUQH�� RJ�

/LNHVWLOOLQJVGHSDUWHPHQWHW�� ������� PLQRULW\� ZRPHQ� DUH� RYHUUHSUHVHQWHG� DPRQJ�

UHFHLYHUV�RI�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW��+DUGR\�	�6FK¡QH���������DV�,�DOVR�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�&KDSWHU�����

5HVHDUFK�VKRZV�WKDW� OHQJWK�RI� UHVLGHQFH�LQIOXHQFH�PLJUDQWV�� LQ�WKH�VHQVH� WKDW�

WKH\� EHFRPH� PRUH� OLNH� WKH� PDMRULW\� SRSXODWLRQ� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� WKH� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI�

IDPLO\� OLIH�����,Q�&KDSWHU���� ,�GLVFXVVHG� WKH�HPSOR\PHQW� UDWH�DPRQJ�P\� LQIRUPDQWV��

,QFOXGLQJ�<DVPLQ��ZKR�EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�DW� WKH� HQG�RI�P\� ILHOGZRUN��QLQH�RXW�RI�P\�

WKLUW\� LQIRUPDQWV� DUH� LQ� SDLG� HPSOR\PHQW�� ILYH� �RXW� RI� WKLUWHHQ� KDYH� D� PLJUDWLRQ�

EDFNJURXQG� DQG� IRXU� �RXW� RI� VHYHQWHHQ�� ZHUH� ERUQ� DQG� UDLVHG� LQ�1RUZD\�� WKUHH� RI�

ZKLFK� DUH� LQ� QRQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PDUULDJHV�� $OWKRXJK� P\� GDWD� DUH� OLPLWHG�� ,� ZDV�

VXUSULVHG� WR� ILQG� WKDW� WKH� SURSRUWLRQ� RI�P\� LQIRUPDQWV� LQ� SDLG� HPSOR\PHQW� �IXOO� RU�

SDUW��ZDV�KLJKHU�DPRQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�firsW�JHQHUDWLRQ�����7KDW�VDLG��LQ�WKH�WKUHH�QRQ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO�IDPLOLHV�ZKHUH�ERWK�VSRXVHV�ZRUN��WKHUH�LV�PRUH�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�LQ�OLQH�

ZLWK�WKH�GRPLQDQW�VWDWH�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�WKH�LGHRORJ\�RI�WKH�HPSOR\PHQW�EDVHG�ZHOIDUH�

SROLFLHV�WKDQ�ZKDW�,�ILQG�LQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJHV��:KLOH�WKHLU�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�WLPH��

ZRUN� DQG� PRQH\� LV� FHUWDLQO\� QRW� XQSUREOHPDWLF�� ,� ZLOO� QRW� IRFXV� RQ� WKHVH� QRQ�
                                                           
����KWWS���ZZZ�VVE�QR�D�KLVWVWDW�WDEHOOHU�NDS���KWPO�DFFHVVHG����������
���KWWSV���ZZZ�VVE�QR�VWDWLVWLNNEDQNHQ�6HOHFW9DU9DO�'HILQH�DVS"0DLQ7DEOH 6\VVHO%RVWHG	.RUW1DYQ
:HE DNX	3/DQJXDJH �	FKHFNHG WUXH�DFFHVVHG����������
����7KLV� LV� VR� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� IHUWLOLW\�� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� HPSOR\PHQW�� ‘Unge med innvandrerbakgrunn i 
arbeid og utdanning. Norskfødte med innvandrerforledre ikke så ulik majoriteten.’ 
KWWSV���ZZZ�VVE�QR�DUEHLG�RJ�ORQQ�DUWLNOHU�RJ�SXEOLNDVMRQHU�QRUVNIRGWH�PHG�LQQYDQGUHUIRUHOGUH�LNNH�
VDD�XOLN�PDMRULWHWHQ� DFFHVVHG� ���������� 7KLV� DUWLFOH� LV� DERXW� WKRVH� XQGHU� WKH� DJH� RI� ���� DQG� WKXV�
\RXQJHU� WKDQ� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� DQG� EHIRUH� WKH\� KDG� FKLOGUHQ�� $V� P\� UHVHDUFK� VKRZV�� WKRXJK�� PDQ\�
ZRPHQ� GR� QRW� UHWXUQ� WR� ZRUN� DIWHU� KDYLQJ� FKLOGUHQ�� 6HH� DOVR�
KWWS���ZZZ�YJ�QR�Q\KHWHU�PHQLQJHU�NRPPHQWDU�IRHUWL�RJ�IHUGLJ�D�����������DFFHVVHG����������
����6RPH�PRWKHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW�ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�UHVHDUFK�KDG�GRQH�VR�SUHYLRXVO\��7KLV�LV�VR�ERWK�
IRU�ILUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV��EXW�ZLWK�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�JHQHUDOO\�KDYLQJ�ZRUNHG�
LQ�PRUH�VWDEOH�MREV��ZKLFK�WKH\�OHIW�XSRQ�EHFRPLQJ�PRWKHUV���
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WUDQVQDWLRQDO� FRXSOHV� DV� WKH\�� JHQHUDOO\�� GR� QRW� LOOXVWUDWH� WKH� NLQG� RI� LQWHUIDFH� RI�

PDVFXOLQLW\� DQG� IHPLQLQLW\� WKDW� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� FRXSOHV� GR�� DQG� WKDW� ,� DP� FRQFHUQHG�

ZLWK�KHUH���

:KDW�,�KDYH�,�REVHUYHG�LV�D�GLIIHUHQW�FDXVDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�FDUH�DW�KRPH�

DQG� ULJKWV� WR� WKH�FDVK�JUDQW� WKDQ�ZKDW�HPHUJHV� IURP�SXEOLF�GLVFRXUVH�� ,� GR�QRW� ILQG�

WKDW�PRWKHUV�VWD\�RXWVLGH�RI�ZRUNLQJ�OLIH� LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�DQG�WKXV�

develop a ‘welfare dependency’ �%URFKPDQQ�	�'MXYH��������–�SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�WKH�

JUDQW�LV�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�extra��security�DQG�separate��DQG�IDPLOLHV�GR�QRW�FRXQW�RQ�WKLV�

PRQH\��)DL]D��IRU�LQVWDQFH��VD\V�WKDW�QHLWKHU�GRHV�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�KDYH�WKH�HIIHFW�RQ�KHU�

IDPLO\� RI� NHHSLQJ� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� RXWVLGH� RI� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� QRU� GRHV� LW�PRWLYDWH� KHU� WR�

remain outside of the employment market, because, as she says, ‘my husband earns a 

good salary’. �

7KXV�� HYHQ� WKRXJK�PRWKHUV� UHFHLYH� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW� IRU� VWD\LQJ� DW� KRPH�ZLWK�

FKLOGUHQ� DJHG�RQH� WR� WKUHH� WKDW� GRHV� QRW�PHDQ� WKDW� WKH� JUDQW� LV� WKHLU�motivation� IRU�

GRLQJ�VR��7KH�PRWKHUV�,�NQRZ�ZKR�VWD\�DW�KRPH�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�ZRXOG�JHQHUDOO\�

KDYH�VWD\HG�DW�KRPH�anyway –� LQ�D�VHQVH��WKH\�MXVW�happen� WR�EH�UHZDUGHG�ZLWK�WKH�

FDVK�JUDQW�ZKLOH�GRLQJ�VR��:KLOH�WKH�HPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�DPRQJ�P\�IHPDOH�LQIRUPDQWV�LV�

ORZ��WKLV�LV�QRW�VR�EHFDXVH�WKH\�UHFHLYH�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�FKRRVH�WR�VWD\�DW�

KRPH�� LQVWHDG�� LW� LV�EDVHG�RQ� D�JHQGHUHG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�ZRUN�� IRXQGHG�RQ�JHQGHUHG�

QRWLRQV�RI�SHUVRQKRRG���

7KHUH�DUH�KRZHYHU��DOVR�FRQWHVWDWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR�PRWKHUV�

caring for children at home in order to receive the cash grant: Faiza’s father�LQ�ODZ��

0U�%KDWWL��ZDQWHG�1DGHHP�DQG�)DL]D�WR�FDUH�IRU�=XEDLU�DW�KRPH�XQWLO�KH�ZDV���\HDUV�

ROG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�IRU�DV� ORQJ�DV�SRVVLEOH��EXW�1DGHHP�DQG�)DL]D�

DUJXHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�EHVW�IRU�WKH�ER\�WR�VWDUW�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�WZR�DQG�D�KDOI��

ZKHQ� WKH\�ZHUH� RIIHUHG� D� SODFH� DIWHU� KDYLQJ� VHQW� LQ� DQ� DSSOLFDWLRQ�� 0RUHRYHU��0U�

Bhatti told Faiza that the money should be saved for the children’s futures regardless 

RI�ILQDQFLDO�QHHGV�LQ� WKH�SUHVHQW��EXW�)DL]D�GLVDJUHHV��6KH�VD\V�VKH�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW� WR�

WHOO�KHU�FKLOGUHQ, ‘no, you can’t have a bicycle, we can’t afford it,’ when actually we 

can. We can afford it, because there is this money. Children must get everything they 

need…that money is theirs, not for building a house abroad, but to make sure that 

they have what they need.� +RZHYHU�� EHFDXVH� 1DGHHP�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� )DL]D�� LV� D�

‘daddy’s boy’ (pappagutt��� REH\LQJ� KLV� IDWKHU�� =XEDLU� ZDV� LQ� IDFW� WDNHQ� RXW� RI�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�IRU�D�IHZ�PRQWKV��EHIRUH�UHWXUQLQJ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�WKUHH���
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7KLV� FRQIOLFW� LQYROYHV� VHYHUDO� LVVXHV�� DOO� ZKLFK� GHDO� ZLWK� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG�

EHORQJLQJ�� ,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��ZKLOH�WKH�PRQH\�UHPDLQV�FRQQHFWHG�WR�PRWKHUV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��

it also takes on a more collective nature, but towards the nation state, ‘skipping’ the 

OHYHO� RI� WKH� KRXVHKROG�� $V� ,� UHDG� )DL]D�� VKH� VHHV� IHPLQLQH� PRQH\� DV� D� VRXUFH� RI�

SURYLGLQJ� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� ZLWK� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� GDLO\� OLIH� LQ� 1RUZD\�� $�

ELF\FOH�� IRU� LQVWDQFH�� HQDEOHV� =XEDLU� WR� SOD\� RXWVLGH� ZLWK� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH�

QHLJKERXUKRRG� DQG� WR� PRYH� DURXQG�� H[SORUH� DQG� JHW� WR� NQRZ� WKH� VXUURXQGLQJV��

6SHQGLQJ�PRQH\�RQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�IHHV��WKHUHE\�JLYLQJ�XS�WKH�VRFLDO�JUDQW��LV�DOVR�DQ�

LQYHVWPHQW�–�DQG�D�FRVWO\�RQH�–�LQ�WKLV�GLUHFWLRQ���

$OVR��)DL]D�EULQJV�XS�SURSHUW\�LQ�1RUZD\�LQ�SRVLWLRQLQJ�KHUVHOI�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�

WR�KHU�IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ��ZKR��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�)DL]D��GUHDPV�RI�VSHQGLQJ�PRQH\�RQ�SURSHUW\�

in Pakistan. Actually, property is frequently mentioned as something women’s money 

KDV�EHHQ�VSHQW�RQ��<DVPLQ��RU�FDQ�EH�VSHQW�RQ��VHH�0DULDP��EHORZ���$QRWKHU�PRWKHU�

I know sold her mother’s property in Pakistan��WUDQVIHUUHG�WKH�PRQH\�WR�1RUZD\�DQG�

LQYHVWHG�LQ�SURSHUW\�IRU�KHU�VRQ�KHUH��:KHQ�IHPLQLQH�PRQH\�LV�VSHQW�LQ�WKHVH�ZD\V��LW�

LV�XVHG�DV�D�PHDQV� WR�EXLOG�D� IXWXUH� IRU� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� LQ�1RUZD\�� ,QYHVWLQJ� LQ� VSDUH�

WLPH�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�WR\V�WR�SOD\�ZLWK�RXWVLGH�LV�a way to facilitate children’s relations 

WR� RWKHU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� DQG� WR� WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� LWVHOI��

&KDQQHOOLQJ�WKH�PRQH\�LQWR�SURSHUW\�LV�D�ZD\�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�SK\VLFDO�VWDELOLW\�WKDW�ZLWK�

WLPH�PD\�DOVR� IDFLOLWDWH�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�EHORQJLQJ� IRU� IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��$FFRUGLQJO\��

using feminine money to facilitate children’s belonging in Norway LV� FHQWUDO� WR� WKH�

PRWKHULQJ�UROH�DQG�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�WKURXJK�WKH�JHQGHULQJ�RI�WKHVH�VRFLDO�JUDQWV��

�

�

‘You don’t have to work’, or receiving a salary for raising citizens 
�

‘My mother in law told me that ‘you don’t have to work, because we have 

money’. I had children, so I said, fine, ok for now, but now with the children 

getting older it would be nice to have something [a flat] of our own… Now the 

focus is to get a permanent job, then qualify for a mortgage so that we can buy 

a flat.’ 

0DULDP��

�
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0DULDP� VXPV�XS�ZKDW� ,� ILQG� WR� EH� D� FRPPRQ�SHUVSHFWLYH� DQG� DPELWLRQ�DPRQJ�P\�

LQIRUPDQWV��EXW�ZKLFK�DOVR�LV�RQO\�RQH�VLGH�RI�WKH�FRLQ��)LUVWO\��WKHUH�LV�QR�H[SHFWDWLRQ�

IURP� WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ� WKDW� VKH� VKRXOG� ZRUN�� DQG� VHFRQGO\� 0DULDP�� ZKHQ� KHU�

FKLOGUHQ� EHFRPH� IRXU� RU� ILYH�� ZLVKHV� WR� JR� RXW� WR� ZRUN� WR� LPSURYH� WKH� ILQDQFLDO�

VLWXDWLRQ�IRU�KHU�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG��DQG�LQYHVW� WKH�PRQH\�VKH�HDUQV�LQWR�SURSHUW\�WKDW�

ZLOO� JLYH� WKH� FRXSOH� DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� D� PRUH� LQGHSHQGHQW� OLIH�� ,Q� IDFW�� LW� ZDV�

Mariam’s mother�LQ�law who actually encouraged Mariam to ‘get out of the house’ 

DQG�OHDUQ�1RUZHJLDQ��ZKLOH�VKH�RIIHUHG�WR�ORRN�DIWHU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZKLOH�0DULDP�ZDV�

DW�WKH�ODQJXDJH�FRXUVH��0DULDP�KDV�HPEDUNHG�RQ�IXOILOOLQJ�KHU�DPELWLRQV�DQG�QRZ�KDV�

D�IXOO�WLPH�SHUPDQHQW�MRE��7KDW�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�WKH�FDVH�IRU�DOO���

7DKLUD� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� 1RUZD\� DQG� LV� WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\� PDUULHG�� 6KH� DQG� KHU�

KXVEDQG��$EEDV�������OLYH�LQ�D�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROG��6KH�ZDV�HPSOR\HG�XQWLO�VKH�KDG�KHU�

VHFRQG�FKLOG��DV�VKH�SURYLGHG�ILQDQFLDOO\�IRU�KHU�IDPLO\�EHIRUH�$EEDV�ZDV�DEOH�WR�GR�

VR�� 1HLWKHU� 7DKLUD� QRU� $EEDV� OLNHG� WKLV� DUUDQJHPHQW�� 7DKLUD� FDOOV� WKLV� SHULRG�

tvangsjobbing� �forced labour���ZKLFK�VKH�H[SODLQV�QRW�DV�KHU�KXVEDQG�IRUFLQJ�KHU�WR�

work, but their financial situation, and Abbas’ lack of Norwegian language skills and 

work experience, ‘forcing’ them to accept Tahira as the sole provider. The ideal of the 

KXVEDQG� DV� WKH� VROH� SURYLGHU� UHPDLQHG� DOWKRXJK� DFWXDO� SUDFWLFH� VKLIWHG�� LI� RQO\�

WHPSRUDULO\��7DKLUD�FHQWUHG�KHU�OLIH�RQ�WKH�GRPHVWLF�VSKHUH�EHIRUH�FKLOG�QXPEHU�WKUHH�

ZDV�ERUQ��:KHQ�PRWKHUV�ZDQW�WR�JR�RXW�WR�ZRUN��DV�7DKLUD�QRZ�ZDQWV�WR�GR��DV�KHU�

\RXQJHVW� FKLOG� LV� WZR� \HDUV� ROG�� WKH\� JHQHUDOO\� VLWXDWH� WKLV� ZLWKLQ� WKHLU� UROH� DV�

mothers. Tahira says: ‘It is important for me to work. I want to work, for my own part, 

but also for my children so that they can have more than what I had when I started 

working.’ ,�DVN�KHU�LI�VKH�PHDQV�PDWHULal things. She nods and adds: ‘I also want to be 

a good example for them�’�1RZ��KRZHYHU��$EEDV�WHOOV�KHU�WKDW�KH�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�KHU�WR�

ZRUN�DV� VKH�ZLOO�EH� ‘too tired’� WR� ORRN� DIWHU� WKH� FKLOGUHQ��7DKLUD��KRZHYHU��EHOLHYHV�

WKDW�KH�LV�PRUH�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�KLV�RZQ�EUHDNIDVW�DQG�KDYLQJ�WR�PDNH�LW�KLPVHOI��WKDQ�

KHU�KDYLQJ�DQ�RXWVLGH�MRE�DQG�EHLQJ�WLUHG���

,Q�KHU�VWXG\�RI�0XVOLP�ZRPHQ�LQ�2VOR��/LQH�1\KDJHQ�3UHGHOOL�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�

DOWKRXJK�being ‘sheltered and fed by their husbands is a privilege that can give them a 

wider range of options…[if] being a housewifH�EHFRPHV�WKH�RQO\�DFWXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�

for women, it is no longer a privilege’�������������)RU�7DKLUD��ZKR�VD\V�WKDW�VKH�QRZ�

ZDQWV� WR�ZRUN� EXW� LV� QRW� DOORZHG� WR�� QRW� KDYLQJ� WR�ZRUN� LV� FHUWDLQO\� DQ� DPELJXRXV�

privilege. However, ‘you don’t have to work’, or, DV� LV� WKH� FDVH� ZLWK� <DVPLQ�� WR�
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contribute to the household ‘if she wants to’, is not merely manipulative or pacifying, 

but can provide women with a ‘wider range of options’, as Nyhagen�3UHGHOOL�DUJXHV���

,� DP� RIWHQ� WROG� E\� PRWKHUV� WKDW� ZKHQ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� VDIHO\� SODFHG� LQ�

kindergarten, they will not seek employment immediately, but have some ‘me-time’��

ZKLFK� PD\� LQFOXGH� JRLQJ� WR� WKH� J\P�� RU� WDNLQJ� IXUWKHU� HGXFDWLRQ� DIWHU� WKH\� KDYH�

GHFLGHG�ZKDW�WR�VWXG\��7KLV�LV�SRVVLEOH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�QRW�H[SHFWHG�WR�HDUQ�PRQH\��

HYHQ�ZLWK�WKH�LQFUHDVHG�ILQDQFLDO�EXUGHQ�RI�SD\LQJ�IRU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��7KLV�KLJK�VWDWXV�

RI�ZRPDQ��DQG�PRWKHUKRRG��DV�LW�LV�H[SODLQHG�WR�PH��PHDQV�WKDW�ZRPHQ�QHLWKHU�KDYH�

WR�VHHN�UHFRJQLWLRQ�E\�KDYLQJ�WR�UHDOLVH�LQGLYLGXDO�SRWHQWLDOV�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�KRPH�QRU�

bear the burden of earning money. When Faiza’s two boys started kindergarten, Faiza 

IHOW�OLEHUDWHG��IUHH�IURP�WKH�SUHVVXUHV�RI�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RU�PDNLQJ�PRQH\�–�

DQG�WKXV�VWDUWHG�WDNLQJ�GULYLQJ�OHVVRQV��WKUHH�WLPHV�D�ZHHN��)RU�KHU��WKLV�SURYLGHG�KHU�

ZLWK�PRUH�DXWRQRP\�WKDQ�KDYLQJ�WR�WDNH�D�MRE��DV�VKH�FRXOG�PDQDJH�KHU�RZQ�WLPH�DQG�

GLG� QRW� KDYH� WR� ZRUU\� DERXW� HDUQLQJ� PRQH\�� 6KH� DOVR� VSHQW� WKLV� QHZ�IRXQG�

LQGHSHQGHQFH�SRQGHULQJ�ZKHWKHU�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR�VWXG\�RU�QRW��DQG�LI�VR��ZKDW��&RQWHQW�

ZLWK� WKLV�DUUDQJHPHQW� LQ�KHU�RZQ�OLIH��)DL]D�QHYHUWKHOHVV�ZDQWV� IXWXUH�GDXJKWHUV�LQ�

ODZ�WR�KDYH�D�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�DXWRQRP\�LQ�WKHLU� OLYHV��DV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�

FKDSWHU����

5HWXUQLQJ�IURP�D�YLVLW�WR�KHU�VLVWHU�LQ�ODZ�LQ�%LUPLQJKDP��/H\OD�WROG�PH�WKDW�

LQ�(QJODQG��PRWKHUV� UHFHLYH�D�JHQHURXV�SD\PHQW� IURP� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW� LQ� UHWXUQ� IRU�

FDULQJ�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��‘This [care work] should be a paid job in Norway, like it is 

in England. There should be a salary to raise the next generation. If they [sons] do 

well, that is an advantage to the community and to the country�’����,Q�1RUZD\��/H\OD�

UHFHLYHV� WKH�FKLOG�EHQHILW� IRU�KHU� IRXU� FKLOGUHQ�� DQG� WKH�FDVK�JUDQW� IRU� WKH� \RXQJHVW�

RQH��6KH�NHHSV�WKLV�PRQH\�LQ�KHU�SULYDWH�VDYLQJV�DFFRXQW��DQG�VSHQGV�VRPH�RI�LW�RQ�

KHU� RZQ�ZHOO�EHLQJ� VXFK� DV� EHDXW\� WUHDWPHQWV� �ODVHU� WUHDWPHQWV� DQG�PDVVDJHV��� 6KH�

VD\V�WKDW�VKH�QHHGV�WKHVH�WR�EH�D�JRRG�PRWKHU��EHFDXVH�WKLV�me-time�JLYHV�KHU�D�PXFK�

QHHGHG�EUHDN��PDNHV�KHU�IHHO�UHMXYHQDWHG�DIWHUZDUGV��DQG�PDNLQJ�KHU�D�EHWWHU�PRWKHU�

WRZDUGV�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��6KH�LQWHUSUHWV�WKHVH�JUDQWV�DV�KHU�VDODU\��SDLG�E\�WKH�VWDWH��WR�GR�

WKH� FKDOOHQJLQJ� ZRUN� RI� UDLVLQJ� IXWXUH� FLWL]HQV� WKDW�� LQ� WLPH�� ZLOO� FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH�

                                                           
143 ,Q�IDFW��1RUZHJLDQ�ZHOIDUH�JUDQWV�DUH�PRUH�JHQHURXV�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�8.��VR�/H\OD�LV�QRW�VWULFWO\�FRUUHFW�
KHUH��7KH�SRLQW�LV��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WKLV�LV�KHU�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�RSLQLRQ�RQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FDUH�ZRUN�DQG�
KRZ�LW�VKRXOG�EH�UHZDUGHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH�� 
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QDWLRQ�VWDWH��‘Having a child is the toughest job I have ever done. I have worked 17 

hour days with two jobs, but never as hard as this!’��

:RPHQ�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�XVH�WKHLU�RZQ�WLPH�DV�WKH\�ZLVK�DV�D�IRUP�

of autonomy because they are not ‘forced’ to earn a salary. As mentioned, this is also 

Faiza’s view on this, but she mentions anotheU�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�QRW�KDYLQJ�WR�ZRUN�–�RU�

UDWKHU��WR�HDUQ�PRQH\���

�

‘According to Islam, women can work to support her children…there are two 

ways: Either because she has lost her husband, or because their financial 

situation is not good, so they need the money. So, working just for the fun, as it 

would be for me, is not according to Islam, because, to be honest, the money 

would go to myself.’ 

�

In Faiza’s interpretation, a woman does not have to HDUQ�PRQH\��DQG�WKH�PDQ�FDQQRW�

GHPDQG� RU� H[SHFW� KHU WR� WDNH� RQ� VRPH� RI� KLV� GXW\� WR� SURYLGH� IRU� WKH� IDPLO\�� 6KH�

H[SODLQV� WKLV� DV� JURXQGHG� LQ� ,VODPLF� YDOXHV� DQG� GLUHFWLRQV�� 7KXV�� LI� )DL]D� ZRUNHG�

RXWVLGH� WKH� KRPH�� WKH�PRQH\�ZRXOG� UHPDLQ� KHUV�� DQG� QRW� EHFRPH� FROOHFWLYLVHG� DQG�

HQWHU� WKH�KRXVHKROG��$W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH��)DL]D� FRQViders working ‘just for fun’ to be 

SUREOHPDWLF��2QH�ZD\�WR�JHW�DURXQG�WKLV�GLOHPPD�LV� WR�DGG�WKH�VWXII�RI�HPSOR\PHQW�

into ‘good motherhood’, as Tahira does when she emphasises how working allows her 

WR�EH� D� JRRG� UROH�PRGHO� IRU�KHU� FKLOGUHQ��)RU�)DL]D�� VRFLDO� JUDQWV� DUH�SD\PHQWV� IRU�

KDYLQJ�DQG�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU��HYHQ�SURYLGLQJ�IRU��FKLOGUHQ��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH�WKH\�DUH�VDODU\�IRU�

FDUH� ZRUN�� ‘A relative in Pakistan told me that I am fortunate to live in Norway 

because it must be the only country that pays you to have children. We get the money 

because we have children. We give them what they need. It is their right.’  

$]UD�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�EHWZHHQ� WKH� FDVK�grant and the child benefit: ‘When they 

are young, we get a little extra to look after the kids at home…the cash grant is for the 

mother, the child benefit for the child…the child’s needs.’�$]UD� H[SOLFLWO\� VHSDUDWHV�

WKH� JUDQW� DQG� WKH� EHQHILW�� FRQQHFWLQJ� WKH� IRUPHU� WR� WKH� PRWKHU�� WKH� ODWWHU� WR� WKH�

FKLOGUHQ�� ,Q� WKHRU\�� VKH� NHHSV� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW�� DQG� VSHQGV� WKH� FKLOG� EHQHILW� RQ� WKH�

FKLOGUHQ��)DL]D�GRHV�QRW�GLYLGH�WKHVH�DV�FOHDUO\��EXW�VD\V�WKDW�WKH�PRQH\�LV�WR�SURYLGH�

WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK� WKHLU�QHHGV�EHFDXVH� WKDW� LV� WKHLU� ULJKW�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG�)DL]D� WR�PHDQ�

‘mothers’ when she says that ‘we’ give them what they need, because I know�WKDW�VKH�

keeps this money separately from her husband, so ‘we’ here does not encompass the 
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IDPLO\� RU� KHU� VSRXVH�� )RU� ERWK� )DL]D� DQG� $]UD�� WKHVH� JUDQWV� DUH� SRVLWLYH� VWDWH�

PHDVXUHV�� EHFDXVH� WKH� VWDWH�� WKURXJK� WKHVH� JUDQWV�� HQFRXUDJHV� D� FRPSOHPHQWDU\�

GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI�ZRUN�ZKHUH�ZRPHQ� UHPDLQ� RULHQWHG� WRZDUGV� ‘the child’s needs’ and 

what is ‘their right’, and are rewarded for this work. �

7KH�FDVK�JUDQW�PD\�JLYH�PRWKHUV�FRQILGHQFH� LQ� WKHLU�PRWKHULQJ� LQ� WKH�VHQVH�

WKDW�LW�LV�valued�DQG�UHZDUGHG�LQ�PRQHWDU\�WHUPV��7KLV��,�EHOLHYH��LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�VR�IRU�

ZRPHQ� OLNH� $]UD�� ZKR� KDV� GLIILFXOWLHV� UH�HQWHULQJ� WKH� HPSOR\PHQW� PDUNHW�� HYHQ�

WKRXJK�VKH�YHU\�PXFK�ZDQWV�WR��<HW��,�GR�QRW�IHHO�WKDW�$]UD�LV�VWD\LQJ�DW�KRPH�LQ�RUGHU�

WR� UHFHLYH� WKH� JUDQW� DV� UHFRJQLWLRQ� IRU� FDUH� ZRUN�� JHWWLQJ� D� UHJXODU� MRE� LV� KHU� ILUVW�

SULRULW\��5DWKHU��,�ILQG�WKDW�PRWKHUV�VWD\�DW�KRPH�DQG�WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WKHUH�

EHFDXVH� FDULQJ� IRU� \RXQJ� FKLOGUHQ� DW� KRPH� LV� VHHQ� DV� IXQGDPHQWDO� WR� JRRG�

PRWKHUKRRG�–� DQG� WKH� JUDQW� IURP� WKH�1RUZHJLDQ� VWDWH� LV� IXUWKHU� UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI� WKLV�

ZRUN��)RU�VRPH�WKLV�LV�PRUH�SURQRXQFHG�WKDQ�RWKHUV��VXFK�DV�IRU�)DL]D�ZKR�VWDWHV�WKDW�

working ‘just for fun’ would be against Islam, and Tahira who says that working for 

money is ‘forced’. �

$V�VKRXOG�EH�FOHDU�E\�QRZ��PRQH\�DQG�ZRUN�RIWHQ�JDLQ�WKHLU�PHDQLQJ�LQ�DQG�

DUH�XQGHUVWRRG� WKURXJK�JHQGHU� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� UHODWLRQV�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKHUH� DUH� DOVR�

GLIIHUHQFHV� DPRQJ� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� DV� IDU� DV� DPELWLRQV� DQG� DUUDQJHPHQWV� DUH�

FRQFHUQHG��%HORZ��,�GLVFXVV�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�IHPLQLQH�PRQH\�LV�VDYHG�DQG�VSHQW�LQ�

a context where women ‘don’t have to work’. �

�

�

Saving and spending feminine money 
7KHUH� DUH� FHUWDLQ� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� DGYDQWDJHV� WR� OLYLQJ� LQ� D� MRLQW� KRXVHKROG� �6KDZ��

����������� VXFK� DV� WKH� SRROLQJ� RI� ILQDQFLDO� UHVRXUFHV� �/LYHUVDJH� 	� -DNREVHQ��

����������� DQG� VKDULQJ� FDUH� ZRUN� ZLWK� RWKHU� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV�� $OVR�� OLYLQJ� LQ�

extended households may increase the likelihood that women’s salaries from paid 

ZRUN��LQ�DGGLWion to grants, will remain ‘women’s money’ and individualised, because 

OLYLQJ� H[SHQVHV� DUH� NHSW� ORZ�� 0DULDP�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� KDV� PRUH� WKDQ� 12.� ��������

�(XUR� �������� LQ� KHU� SULYDWH� EDQN� DFFRXQW�� VWHPPLQJ� IURP� KHU� VDODU\� DV� D�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ� WHDFKHU�� Not� DWWHPSWLQJ� D� GXDO�HDUQHU�GXDO�FDUHU� DUUDQJHPHQW� E\�

H[FKDQJLQJ�KHU�WLPH�IRU�PRQH\�KDV�DFWXDOO\�SURYLGHG�0DULDP�ZLWK�JUHDWHU�ILQDQFLDO�

DXWRQRP\���
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7KH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�PRQH\�LV�XQGHUVWRRG�DQG�RUJDQLVHG�PD\�KDYH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�

IRU� KRZ� LW� LV� VSHQW�� 6RPH�PRWKHUV�� QRWDEO\� WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH� LQ� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�

SULRU� WR� EHFRPLQJ� PRWKHUV�� KDG� VDYLQJV� DFFRXQWV� EHIRUH� WKH\� EHJDQ� UHFHLYLQJ� WKH�

FKLOG�EHQHILW��8SRQ�UHFHLYLQJ�WKLV��VRPH��OLNH�+DGL\D��$]UD�DQG�/H\OD��H[WHQGHG�WKLV�

DFFRXQW� WR� EHORQJ� WR� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DV� ZHOO�� 0DULDP�� ZKR� GLG� QRW� KDYH� SDLG�

HPSOR\PHQW�SULRU�WR�KDYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ��RSHQHG�DQ�DFFRXQW�WR�KDYH�WKH�JUDQWV�WUDQVIHUUHG�

LQWR��DQG�QRZ�FRQWLQXH� WR� UHFHLYH�KHU� VDODU\� LQ� WKLV�EDQN�DFFRXQW��$OVR�<DVPLQ�KDV�

KHU� RZQ� DFFRXQW�� RQH� WKDW�+DP]D� GRHV� QRW� KDYH� DFFHVV� WR��%HFDXVH� )DL]D�PDNHV� D�

GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�DQG�WKH�FKLOG�JUDQWV��VKH�KDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�RQH�VKDUHG�

DFFRXQW� IRU� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� WKDW� WKH� FKLOG� EHQHILWV� JR� LQWR�� DQG�RQH� IRU� KHUVHOI� WKDW� WKH�

FDVK�JUDQW�JRHV�LQWR��6KH�FRQWUROV�ERWK�RI�WKHVH�DFFRXQWV��2WKHU�PRWKHUV�SXW�ERWK�RI�

WKHVH�VRFLDO�JUDQWV�LQWR�WKH�VDPH�DFFRXQW��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�FKLOG�EHQHILW�DV�

EHORQJLQJ� WR� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW� DV� D� VDODU\� IRU� FDUH� ZRUN�� 6RPH�� OLNH�

0DULDP��/H\OD��)DL]D�DQG�$]UD��KDYH�D�EDQN�ZLWKGUDZDO�FDUG�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�DFFRXQW��

<DVPLQ�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WKLV���

,Q�P\�H[SHULHQFH��ZRPHQ�ZLWK�EDQN�ZLWKGUDZDO�FDUGV�VSHQG�WKHLU�RZQ�PRQH\�

RQ�SUHVHQWV�IRU�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�FDUG�WR�WKHLU�

DFFRXQWV��3ULRU�WR�YLVLWLQJ�KHU�VLVWHU�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\�LQ�*HUPDQ\��)DL]D�ERXJKW�SUHVHQWV�

IRU� WKHP�IURP�KHU�DFFRXQW��DV�GLG�$]UD�EHIRUH�VKH�WUDYHOOHG� WR�3DNLVWDQ�WR�VWD\�ZLWK�

her husband’s family (also her own family, as she is married to her cousin). Gifts are 

RIWHQ�PHQWLRQHG�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZRPHQ�VSHQG�WKHLU�RZQ�PRQH\�RQ��,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�WR�

EH� LQ� OLQH�ZLWK� WKH� lena/dena� V\VWHP�RI�H[FKDQJHV��ZKHUH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU�NHHSLQJ�

WUDFN� RI� WKHVH� H[FKDQJHV� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� UHPDLQV� ZLWK� ZRPHQ� �6KDZ�� ������� :LWK�

IHPLQLVHG�VRFLDO�JUDQWV��UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�NHHSLQJ�WUDFN�EHFRPHV�H[WHQGHG�WR�LQFOXGH�

VRPH�ILQDQFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��LI�RQO\�YROXQWDULO\��IRU�WKH�H[FKDQJHV���

When ‘women’s money’ from social grants enters the household it does not 

EHFRPH�GH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG��EXW� LV� HDUPDUNHG� IRU� VSHFLILF� LWHPV�� VXFK�DV�JLIWV� WKDW�DUH�

not considered as everyday household expenses. As discussed, women’s money can 

HQWHU�WKH�KRXVHKRld economy ‘camouflaged’ and converted into material goods, often 

FKLOG�related (bicycles, gifts, clothes). Yasmin’s money was spent on tickets to 

3DNLVWDQ�VR�DV�WR�LQWURGXFH�WKHLU�GDXJKWHU�WR�IDPLO\�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�RQ�WKH�FDU�

DQG� SURSHUW\� LQYHVWPHQWV�� DOO� ZLWK� WKH� SUHFRQGLWLRQ� WKDW� VKH� KHUVHOI� DJUHHG��

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�PRQH\� LQ� WKLV�ZD\� JLYHV�<DVPLQ� WKH� IUHHGRP� WR� VHQG�PRQH\� WR� KHU�

IDPLO\� LQ�3DNLVWDQ��HYHQ� WKRXJK�ZRPHQ�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�GXW\�DV�VXFK� WR�VXSSRUW� WKHLU�
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IDPLOLHV� �VHH� (UGDO�� ����E� RQ� JHQGHU� DQG� UHPLWWDQFHV��� ,Q� WKLV� FDVH�� RI� FRXUVH��

Yasmin’s family is also Hamza’s family as they are cousins. There are also instances 

ZKHUH�PRQH\�WHPSRUDULO\�HQWHUV�WKH�KRXVHKROG��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�WKH\�PRYHG�LQWR�

their own flat, Nadeem ‘borrowed money from the kids’�� DV� )DL]D� UHFDOOV� LW�� WR� EX\�

KRXVHKROG�DSSOLDQFHV�� LQFOXGLQJ�D�IULGJH��1DGHHP��ZKR��XQOLNH�)DL]D��GRHV�QRW�KDYH�

access to the children’s accounts, haG� to ask Faiza first if he wants to ‘spend on 

himself’, ZKLFK�VKH�LQWHUSUHWV�WR�LQFOXGH�H[SHQVHV�WKDW�DUH�IRU�WKH�EHQHILW�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�

KRXVHKROG��VXFK�DV�WKH�IULGJH��$OVR��)DL]D�HPSKDVLVHG�WR�PH�WKDW�KH�PXVW�SD\�EDFN�LQ�

IXOO�–�DOWKRXJK�KH�KDG�QRW�\HW�GRQH�VR�RQH�\HDU�DIWHU�WKH\�PRYHG��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�DJDLQ��

SUDFWLFH�PD\�EH�PRUH�SUDJPDWLF�DQG�IOH[LEOH�WKDQ�LGHDOV���

&RPPRQ�WR�DOO�WKHVH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�LV�WKDW�QRQH�RI�WKH�KXVEDQGV�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�

women’s accounts. They do not know how much money is in the account, nor can 

WKH\� VSHQG� DQ\� RI� LW�� %\� DQG� ODUJH�� WKHUH� LV� DJUHHPHQW� DPRQJ� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� WKDW�

woman’s money frRP�VRFLDO�JUDQWV�VKRXOG�UHPDLQ�IHPLQLQH�DQG�VHSDUDWH��HYHQ�LI�LW�LV�

channelled into the household through ‘marked’ expenditures or items, permanently 

RU� WHPSRUDULO\�� ,I� WKH� PRQH\� LV� FRQWULEXWHG� WRZDUGV� ODUJHU� LWHPV� VXFK� DV� D� FDU� RU�

SURSHUW\��LW�PHUJHV�ZLWK�PDVFXOLQH�PRQH\��DQG�WKXV�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW��LW�LV�FRQYHUWHG�–�

EXW�LW�LV�VWLOO�JRHV�LQWR�D�WDQJLEOH�DQG�ODVWLQJ�LWHP��ZKLFK�,�XQGHUVWDQG�DV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�

EHLQJ�VSHQW�RQ�JURFHULHV��HOHFWULFLW\�RU�RWKHU�UXQQLQJ�H[SHQVHV��,Q�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��

NHHSLQJ� IHPLQLQH� PRQH\� IRU� GLVWLQFW� LWHPV� FLUFXPYHQWV� WKH� PRUDO� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI�

FRQYHUWLQJ�WKH�PRQH\�LQWR�EHFRPLQJ�FROOHFWLYH�DQG�PDVFXOLQH�OLNH�HYHQ�XSRQ�HQWHULQJ�

WKH�KRXVHKROG���

,Q� KLV� ZRUN� RQ� GHSHQGHQFH� DQG� FDVK� WUDQVIHUV� LQ� VRXWKHUQ� $IULFD�� -DPHV�

)HUJXVRQ��������FRQWULEXWHV�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�PRQH\�DQG�SHUVRQKRRG�WKDW�

FDQ� EH� XVHG� IRU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV� RI� PRQH\� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�

Pakistanis. He argues that when ‘persons are understood not as monadic individuals, 

EXW� DV� QRGHV� LQ� V\VWHPV� RI� UHODWLRQships’, being� VRPHRQH� LPSOLHV� belonging� WR�

VRPHRQH�LQ�D�V\VWHP�RI�SDWHUQDOLVP������������������)XUWKHU��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�VRPHRQH�

HQDEOHV�RQH�WR�PDNH�FODLPV�RQ�WKLV�SHUVRQ��)HUJXVRQ�������������7KLV�HQPHVKPHQW��

LQ� VWUDWLILHG� V\VWHPV� RI� GHSHQGHQFH�� FDQ� EH� HTXDWHG� WR� KXPDQ� GLJQLW\� DQG� SXUSRVH�

UDWKHU� WKDQ� LQHTXDOLW\� DQG� VXSSUHVVLRQ�� DQG� PLJKW� HYHQ� HQFRPSDVV� D� NLQG� RI� VHOI�

UHDOLVDWLRQ��

7R� EULHIO\� VXP� XS� WKLV� VHFWLRQ�� LQ� NHHSLQJ� WKH� PRQH\� IURP� IDPLO\�UHODWHG�

VRFLDO� JUDQWV� VHSDUDWH�� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV� DQG� VRFLDO� HQPHVKPHQW�
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remain. When women’s money is interpreted in within this model, feminine financial 

DXWRQRP\�LQFUHDVHV��DQG��DV�ZH�VKDOO�VHH�� WKH�VWDWXV�RI�FDUH�ZRUN� UHPDLQV�UHODWLYHO\�

KLJK�� ,QGHHG�� +DP]D� DUJXHG� WKDW� WKH�PRWKHU�� E\� JLYLQJ� ELUWK� WR� DQG� FDULQJ� IRU� WKH�

FKLOG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�,VODP�KDV�ô�RI�WKH�VWDWXV��DQG�WKH�IDWKHU�RQO\�ó��VHH�&KDSWHU������

/HW�PH�QRZ�PRYH�RQWR�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SRWHQWLDOV�WKDW�UHVW�LQ�PRQH\�IURP�

women’s wage work. Here I argue that, although this certainly increases JHQGHU�

HTXDOLW\� DW� RQH� OHYHO�� DW� DQRWKHU� OHYHO�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�ZRPHQ� DOVR� ULVN� ORVLQJ�

DXWRQRP\�DQG�VWDWXV���

�

Salary for paid employment: Gendered transgressions? 
�

<DOGD������PLJUDWHG�WR�1RUZD\�WKURXJK�PDUULDJH�ZLWK�0XGKDVVHU������DQG�LV�
QRZ�WKH�PRWKHU�RI�VL[�FKLOGUHQ�DJHG���WR�����6KH�DWWHQGHG�1RUZHJLDQ�ODQJXDJH�
FRXUVHV�ZLWK�IUHH�FKLOGFDUH�RQ�DQG�RII�XQWLO�FKLOG�QXPEHU�ILYH�ZDV�ERUQ��ZKHQ�
VKH� VWDUWHG� JRLQJ� WR� RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZLWK� KHU� \RXQJHVW� FKLOGUHQ�ZKLOH� KHU�
ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�DW�VFKRRO��+HUH��VKH�UDSLGO\�H[SDQGHG�KHU�QHWZRUN�DQG�ZDV�
LQWURGXFHG� WR� ERURXJK� HPSOR\HHV� ZKR� RIIHUHG� KHU� HPSOR\PHQW� DV� D� FKLOG�
PLQGHU� DW� WKH� VDPH� ODQJXDJH� FRXUVH� VKH� KDG� SUHYLRXVO\� DWWHQGHG�� 6KH� WKHQ�
ZRUNHG� DV� D� FOHDQHU�� EHIRUH� VKH�EHFDPH� D� ELOLQJXDO� WHDFKLQJ� DVVLVWDQW� DW� WKH�
ORFDO�VFKRRO��,Q�������WKH�\HDU�,�ILUVW�PHW�KHU��VKH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�D�SDUW�WLPH�
SRVLWLRQ� LQ� D� VKHOWHU� IRU� DEXVHG� ZRPHQ�� :KLOH� ZRUNLQJ� DQG� UXQQLQJ� WKH�
KRXVHKROG�� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� VL[� FKLOGUHQ� ZLWK� GLIIHUHQW� QHHGV� DQG� LQWHUHVWV��
<DOGD�EHJDQ�DW�6LQVHQ�9RNVHQRSSO ULQJ�FODVVHV��DGXOW�HGXFDWLRQ��LQ�2VOR�EXW�
QRW� LQ� $OQD� ERURXJK��� WDNLQJ� XS� WKH� VXEMHFWV� VKH� QHHGV� WR� FRPSOHWH� KHU�
VHFRQGDU\� VFKRRO� GLSORPD� ‘I have to learn, for the children. I must have 
enough knowledge about the society I live in so that I can answer them when 
they have questions. I must be a good role model. To hear what they have done 
at school…that is important to me. Now I understand that they have to 
participate in after-school activities, and that this is good for them, it makes 
them independent…also…before, I did not know what a municipality 
was…now I work for one!’ 

'HVSLWH� KHU� PXOWL�IDFHWHG� ZRUNORDG�� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� FDUH� ZRUN�
UHPDLQV�ZLWK�<DOGD��ZKR�ILQGV�LW�GLIILFXOW�WR�JHW�KHU�KXVEDQG�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKHVH�
WDVNV�� $OO� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� DOORFDWHG� GXWLHV�� DQG�� VKH� SURXGO\� DQQRXQFHV��
DFWXDOO\�SHUIRUP�WKHP��FRRNLQJ��WDNLQJ�RXW�WKH�UXEELVK��YDFXXP�FOHDQLQJ�DQG�
GXVWLQJ�–and taking care of each other. Yalda’s youngest daughter is still in 
NLQGHUJDUWHQ��)HWFKLQJ�KHU�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�<DOGD�HQMR\V��DQG�UDUHO\�DOORFDWHV�
to anyone else: ‘When I go to fetch Malika from kindergarten, I often bring 
along one of the older children. On the way there, it is just the two of us. I can 
see that they enjoy having me all to themselves, my full focus, just us two in 
close contact�’� 

0XGKDVVHU�ZDV�VXSSRUWLYH�RI�KLV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLIH�DW�ILUVW��PDVVDJLQJ�KHU�
IHHW�ZKHQ�VKH�FDPH�KRPH�WLUHG�IURP�ZRUN�HYHQ�WKRXJK�KH�WRR�ZDV�WLUHG�IURP�
working. Yalda’s face lightens up when she tells me about this shared 
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H[SHULHQFH�� +RZHYHU�� ZKHQ� KH� ZDV� PDGH� UHGXQGDQW�� ZKLFK� FRLQFLGHG� ZLWK�
<DOGD� LQFUHDVLQJ� KHU�ZRUNORDG� VWDUWLQJ� DW�Sinsen, his support dwindled: ‘He 
used to be proud, but now he is jealous. He tells me that: “I don’t get enough 
of your time”, but I tell him that “I have abilities, but I need education to get a 
better job. If I get a better job, I will have more time for you.” He sees only the 
present…(sighs)…but I look to the future.’��

Mudhasser’s increasing jealousy caused him to restrict Yalda’s 
PRYHPHQWV�RXW�RI�WKH�)XUXVHW�DUHD��<DOGD�KDG�OLWWOH�VXSSRUW�IURP�KHU�IDPLO\�LQ�
1RUZD\����WR�KHOS�KHU�LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKLV�FKDQJH��DV�WKH\�WRR�IRXQG�LW�KDUG�WR�
DFFHSW� WKDW� VKH� ZDV� ZRUNLQJ� RXWVLGH� WKH� KRPH�� ‘My family is not that well 
educated...I am different from them...At first they said that I had to stay at 
home, ‘because the children need you’, but I wanted to develop myself.’��

At first, Yalda dealt with Mudhasser’s jealousy by always bringing one 
of the children as a chaperone to her evening classes so that ‘they know what I 
am doing’. The child FRXOG�UHSRUW�EDFN�WR�WKHLU�IDWKHU�LI�<DOGD�GLG�VRPHWKLQJ�
RU�ZHQW�VRPHZKHUH�VKH�ZDV�QRW�PHDQW�WR�GR�RU�JR��6RRQ�KRZHYHU��WKLV�ZDV�QRW�
enough to counter Mudhasser’s jealousy, and the tension between the spouses 
JUHZ�� <DOGD� IRXQG� LW� GLIILFXOW� WR� VHH� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� VXIIHU� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH�
HVFDODWLQJ�FRQIOLFW�� DQG�VKH�IHOW� LQFUHDVLQJO\�JXLOW\� IRU�� DV�VKH�VHHV� LW��KDYLQJ�
FDXVHG� WKH� GLIILFXOWLHV��:KHQ� KHU� KXVEDQG� GHYHORSHG� KHDUW� SUREOHPV��ZKLFK�
DFFRUGLQJ� WR� <DOGD� ZDV� FDXVHG� E\� VWUHVV� IURP� WKH� FRQIOLFW�� VKH� GHFLGHG� WR�
GLVFRQWLQXH� KHU� VWXGLHV�� IRFXV� KHU� DWWHQWLRQ� RQ� KHU� ZRUN� LQ� WKH� ORFDO�
FRPPXQLW\��DQG�VSHQG�PRUH�WLPH�DW�KRPH�FDULQJ�IRU�KHU�IDPLO\��

�

<DOGD�PHUJHV�KHU�QHZ�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�KHU�SHUVRQDO�DPELWLRQV�LQWR�D�EURDGHU�DQG�PRUH�

LQFOXVLYH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�PRWKHUKRRG��HQFRPSDVVLQJ�WLPH�DZD\�IURP�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��6KH�

GHILQHV� KHU� RZQ� OHDUQLQJ� ERWK� DV� D� UHVRXUFH� IRU� KHUVHOI� DQG� IRU� KHU� FKLOGUHQ�� ,Q�

conversations, Yasmin, like Yalda, emphasises that she needs to ‘keep up’ with the 

NQRZOHGJH� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� DFTXLUH� LQ� VFKRRO� DQG� EH� VXSSRUWLYH� RI� WKHLU� DIWHU�VFKRRO�

DFWLYLWLHV��VHH�DOVR�%HQD]LU��&KDSWHU�����)RU�<DOGD��IHPLQLQLW\��ZRUN�DQG�IDPLO\�YDOXHV�

DUH� UHODWHG�� )LUVWO\�� WKHUH� DUH� ILQDQFLDO� UHDVRQV�� EHFDXVH� VKH� EHFRPHV� EHWWHU� DEOH� WR�

‘care for the family’ through working; secondly, she�OHDUQV�DERXW�1RUZHJLDQ�VRFLHW\�

DQG� DERXW� FDUH� �omsorg�� DW� ZRUN�� ZKLFK� PDNHV� KHU� D� EHWWHU� PRWKHU� DW� KRPH�� DQG�

WKLUGO\�� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� EHFRPH� PRUH� LQGHSHQGHQW� EHFDXVH� WKH\� KDYH� WR� FDUH� IRU�

WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� IRU� HDFK� RWKHU�� )LQDOO\�� DV� EHFDPH� FOHDU� IURP� WKH� LQWHUYLHZV�� VKH�

works for reasons of her own health: ‘getting out of the house’, she says, prevents her 

IURP�GHYHORSLQJ�GHSUHVVLRQ���

)RU�<DOGD��WKHVH�IDFWRUV�PDNH�KHU�D�EHWWHU�PRWKHU�KHUH�DQG�QRZ��EXW�WKH\�DOVR�

WXUQ�KHU�LQWR�D�JRRG�UROH�PRGHO�IRU�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��VR�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�ORRN�

                                                           
����Yalda’s mother and older brother live in Norway. Her brother also married transnationally (but not 
WR�D�UHODWLYH�RI�0XGKDVVHU���DQG�ODWHU�DUUDQJHG�IRU�WKHLU�PRWKHU�WR�FRPH�DQG�VWD\�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�KLV�ZLIH���
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WR� LQ� VKDSLQJ� WKHLU�RZQ�IXWXUHV��7KLV� LV� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�KHU� IDPLO\�

has of ‘good motherhood’, where the mother should stay at home because the children 

QHHG�KHU�WR�EH�DURXQG�WKHP�DQG�VHH�WR�WKHLU�QHHGV�WKHQ�DQG�WKHUH��:KDW�D�JRRG�PRWKHU�

LV� DQG� ZKDW� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� VHHQ� WR� QHHG� VKLIW� IURP� EHLQJ� SUHVHQFH� PHDVXUHG� LQ�

TXDQWLW\�RI�WLPH�WR�EHFRPLQJ�PHDVXUHG�LQ�TXDOLW\�WLPH��DV�<DOGD�VKRZV�LQ�WKH�ZD\�VKH�

speaks about the ‘close contact’ [nærkontakt]� VKH� KDV� DORQH�ZLWK� RQH� RI� WKH� ROGHU�

FKLOGUHQ�RQ� WKH�ZD\� WR� IHWFK� WKH� OLWWOH�RQH��7KXV�� IRU�<DOGD��PRWKHUKRRG�KDV� VKLIWHG�

because she sees her children as needing other skills and qualities to become ‘the kind 

of adults valued in that community’ �4XLQQ�������������+HU�PRWKHULQJ�KDV�EHFRPH�

PRUH� LQWHQVLYH� DQG� VWUXFWXUHG�� EXW� LV� FRPELQHG� ZLWK� KHU� RZQ� WLPH� DZD\� IURP� KHU�

FKLOGUHQ��ZKLFK�LV�PRUH�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�6FDQGLQDYLDQ�IDPLO\�PRGHO�WKDQ�ZLWK�

+D\V’��������86�GHYHORSHG�PRGHO���

7KLV� VKLIW� LQ� WKH� W\SH� RI� DYDLODELOLW\� LV� QRW� XQLGLUHFWLRQDO� IRU� <DOGD�� $V� D�

response to Mudhasser’s illness and unemployment, and the conflicts arising from 

WKHVH�� <DOGD� UHLQIRUFHV� WKH� TXDQWLWDWLYH� HOHPHQW� RI� PRWKHULQJ�� VSHQGLQJ� OHVV� WLPH�

RXWVLGH�WKH�KRPH�DQG�RXWVLGH�WKH�ERURXJK�DQG�VSHQGLQJ�PRUH�WLPH�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�KHU�

children at home. While this shift was certainly triggered by Mudhasser’s restrictions, 

<DOGD�GRHV�QRW�VHH�LW�DV�H[FOXVLYHO\�SUREOHPDWLF��D�ORVV�RU�D�UHWUDFWLRQ�SUHYHQWLQJ�KHU�

IURP� DFKLHYLQJ� KHU� DPELWLRQV�� EXW� VLPSO\� DV� SDUW� RI� WKH� FRQWLQXRXV� HODVWLFLW\� RI�

PRWKHUKRRG��*LYHQ� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ�� VKH� ILQGV� LW� WR� EH� WKH� EHVW� IRU� WKH� FKLOGUHQ��ZKLFK�

UHPDLQV�D�FHQWUDO�PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�KHU��+HQFH�� IRU�<DOGD�DPELWLRQV�DV� WR�ZKDW�D�JRRG�

PRWKHU�LV�DQG�GRHV�VKLIW�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�D�FKDQJHG�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W��$FFRUGLQJO\��<DOGD�

‘retracts’ VRPH� RI� KHU� DPELWLRQV�� $V� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� KHU�� VKH� GRHV� VR� IDLUO\� HDVLO\��

EHFDXVH�DOO� DORQJ�VKH�KDV�EHHQ�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�GHILQLQJ�KHUVHOI�SULPDULO\�DV�D�JRRG�

PRWKHU�RULHQWHG�GLUHFWO\�WRZDUGV�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�SXUVXLQJ�KHU�RZQ�LQGLYLGXDO�

DPELWLRQV�� XQOHVV� VKH� LQWHUSUHWV� WKHVH� WR� EH� IRU� WKH� EHVW� RI� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�� $OVR�� VKH�

FRQWLQXHV� WR�JR�RXW� WR�ZRUN�� DQG� WKXV�PDLQWDLQV� WKLV� DVSHFW� RI� JRRG�PRWKHUKRRG�DV�

well. For Mudhasser, however, the limits of Yalda’s range were reachHG� RQ�

HPSOR\PHQW��:DQWLQJ�KHU� WR� VSHQG�PRUH�DW�KRPH�ZLWK�KLP�DQG� WKH�FKLOGUHQ��KH��DV�

KHDG�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROG�DQG�VWLOO�GHILQHG�DV�WKH�PDLQ�SURYLGHU��WROG�KHU�WR�JLYH�XS�KHU�

HGXFDWLRQ�–�ZKLFK�VKH�GLG���

��
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Work and boundary work 
,Q�WKHLU�UHVHDUFK�RQ�JHQGHU�DQG�UHSURGXFWLYH�KHDOWK�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��0XPWD]�DQG�6DOZD\�

found that women’s work for wages generally was understood in relation to men’s 

inability to provide, and that women’s wages ‘without exception’ were contributed to 

WKH�KRXVHKROG�����������������Women’s work was, in Faiza’s words, not for fun��7KH�

authors found that despite women’s income and contributing their wages to the 

KRXVHKROG�� WKLV� GLG� QRW� DXWRPDWLFDOO\� DOWHU� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV� LQ� WKH� KRPH� –� D� SRLQW� ,�

DOVR� made above. Rather, ‘women wage�HDUQHUV� RIWHQ� PDGH� D� FRQFHUWHG� HIIRUW� WR�

XSKROG�WKH�LPDJH�RI�WKHLU�KXVEDQGV�DV�SULPDU\�SURYLGHUV��PDLQO\�LQ�GHIHUHQFH�RI�WKH�

ideology of male provision, but also to avoid threatening their marital ties’ �0XPWD]�

	�6DOZD\��������������7KH�DXWKRUV�DOVR�IRXQG�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZRPHQ�WDNH�RYHU�W\SLFDOO\�

PDOH� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� VXFK�DV�PDQDJLQJ�KRXVHKROGV�RU� IDUPLQJ� ILQDQFHV�� DV� WKH\�FDQ�

do, this is not understood as ‘masculinization’, or ‘modernization’, but as new 

dimensions of femininity that are ‘seamlessly merged’ into existing notLRQV� RI�

femininity, ‘that of the mother as nurturer’ �0XPWD]�	�6DOZD\��������������*XQLOOD�

%MHUpQ� UHFRUGV� D� VLPLODU�SDWWHUQ�DPRQJ�7DPLO�ZLYHV� LQ� WKH�*XOI� VWDWHV�� QDPHO\� WKDW�

WKHLU� EUHDGZLQQLQJ� UROHV� DUH� LQWHUSUHWHG� DV� DQ� H[WHQVLRQ� RI� WKHLU� UROHV� DV� ZLYHV��

PRWKHUV�DQG�FDUHWDNHUV��%MHUpQ������LQ�(QJHEULJWVHQ��������������

<DOGD�DQG�0XGKDVVHU�KDYH�D�JHQGHUHG�GLYLVLRQ�RI�KRXVHKROG�H[SHQGLWXUHV�����

0XGKDVVHU�FRYHUV�H[SHQVHV�VXFK�DV�LQVXUDQFH��HOHFWULFLW\��IRRG�DQG�VKHOWHU��7KHVH�DUH�

UXQQLQJ�H[SHQVHV� LQ�DQ�RUGLQDU\�KRXVHKROG�� IDOOLQJ�GLUHFWO\�XQGHU� WKH�PDOH�SURYLGHU�

UROH��:LWK�KHU�LQFRPH��<DOGD�FRYHUV�FORWKHV��DQG��VKH�DGPLWV��VRPHWLPHV�JLYHV�LQ�WR�

GHPDQGV� IRU� H[SHQVLYH� EUDQG�QDPH� LWHPV��� IDPLO\� DFWLYLWLHV� VXFK� DV� WKHDWUH� DQG�

cinema, sometimes food, and the children’V� VSDUH�WLPH�DFWLYLWLHV��0XGKDVVHU� FRYHUV�

‘necessities’, while Yalda covers the more child�UHODWHG� H[SHQVHV�� XSKROGLQJ�

WUDGLWLRQDO�JHQGHUHG�GLYLVLRQV��<DOGD��OLNH�)DL]D�GLVFXVVHG�DERYH��HPSKDVLVHV�WKDW�KHU�

ILQDQFLDO� FRQWULEXWLRQV� SURYLGH� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� ZLWK� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQ� WKH�

ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� WKH\� PLJKW� QRW� RWKHUZLVH� KDYH�� OLNH� WDNLQJ� VZLPPLQJ� OHVVRQV��

playing cricket and basketball. In this way, Yalda ‘hands over’ money to the 
                                                           
145  0XFK� UHVHDUFK� RQ� ZRPHQ� LQ� 6RXWK� $VLD� KDV� GLVFXVVHG� DXWRQRP\� �'\VRQ� 	� 0RRUH�� ������
-HMHHEKR\��������6��.KDQ��6DMLG�	�,TEDO��������0XPWD]�	�6DOZD\���������GHILQHG�EURDGO\�DV�‘FRQWURO�
over one’s life’�� LQFOXGLQJ� LQWHUVHFWLQJ� HOHPHQWV� RI� GHFLVLRQ–PDNLQJ� DXWKRULW\� DQG� VRFLDO�� HFRQRPLF��
SK\VLFDO�DQG�HPRWLRQDO�DXWRQRP\��-HMHHEKR\����������
146 Yalda’s and Mudhasser’s salaries (when he was working��OLNHZLVH�ZLWK�WKH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�EHQHILW��
DUH�QRW�WUDQVIHUUHG�LQWR�D�MRLQW�DFFRXQW��EXW�UHPDLQ�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKHLU�ZDJH�DFFRXQWV�(lønnskontoer���7KLV�
DUUDQJHPHQW� LV�TXLWH�FRPPRQ�1RUZD\��EXW� it is Yalda’s reasoning and the division of expenses here 
WKDW�,�DP�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� 
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KRXVHKROG��ZKLFK�WKXV�EHFRPHV�VRPHZKDW�FROOHFWLYH��EXW�ZLWKRXW�ORVLQJ�LWV�JHQGHUHG�

WDLQW� HQWLUHO\�� :KLOH� WKH� PRQH\� KDV� D� JHQGHUHG� QXDQFH�� WKLV� LV� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKH�

income from women’s social grants, which does not enter the household at all and is 

QRW�FRXQWHG�RQ�LQ�WKH�KRXVHKROG�EXGJHW���

$JDLQ�� PRWKHUKRRG� LV� UHODWLRQDO�� DQG� <DOGD� VHHV� KHU� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� WKH�

KRXVHKROG� DV� FORVHO\� OLQNHG� WR� KHU�PRWKHULQJ� GXWLHV� RI� FDULQJ� IRU� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DQG�

VRFLDOLVLQJ�JRRG�FLWL]HQV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WDNLQJ�WKH�UROH�RI�D�FR�SURYLGHU�HTXDO�WR�WKDW�RI�

KHU�KXVEDQG��RU�HYHQ�UHSODFLQJ�KLV�UROH�DV�SURYLGHU��%HIRUH�0XGKDVVHU�ORVW�KLV�MRE��KH�

DQG� <DOGD� ZHUH� LQ� D� GXDO�HDUQHU� UHODWLRQVKLS�� EXW� QRW� RQH� RI� GXDO� FDULQJ�� &RQIOLFW�

DURVH�ZKHQ�0XGKDVVHU�ZDV�PDGH�XQFHUWDLQ� RI� KLV� DELOLW\� WR� SURYLGH� IRU� KLV� IDPLO\��

ZKLFK� DOVR� EHFDPH� REYLRXV� WR� WKH� QHLJKERXUKRRG��ZLWK�<DOGD� OHDYLQJ� KRPH� LQ� WKH�

PRUQLQJ�ZKLOH� KH� UHPDLQHG� DW� KRPH��+HQFH�� VKH�ZDV� UHODWLYHO\� IUHH� WR� H[SDQG� KHU�

VXEMHFW�SRVLWLRQV��EXW�DV�VRRQ�DV�KHU�ERXQGDU\�ZRUN�EHJDQ�WR�UHSODFH�KLV��KH�EHFDPH�

jealous, seeing Yalda as encroaching on ‘his’ territory, and fearing that his ‘gift’ 

PLJKW�EHFRPH�VXSHUIOXRXV��VHH�EHORZ���7KDW��KRZHYHU��LV�DQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�WKDW�GLIIHUV�

from Yalda’s, because she, as Mumtaz and Salway also find in Pakistan, makes an 

HIIRUW�WR�XSKROG�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�PDQ�DV�WKH�SULPDU\�EUHDGZLQQHU��

0XPWD]�DQG�6DOZD\�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�H[WHQGHG�GHILQLWLRQ�RI� IHPLQLQLW\��RU� WKH�

FRQWHQWV�WKHUHRI��DV�IOH[LELOLW\�LQ�JHQGHU�QRUPV��������������6LPLODUO\��<DOGD�PHUJHV�

new ‘stuff’ into her ways of doing gender and thus expands her feminine LGHQWLWLHV�

DQG�FDSDFLWLHV��,�DJUHH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�VRPH�GHJUHH�RI�IOH[LELOLW\�RU�HODVWLFLW\�LQ�JHQGHUHG�

QRUPV��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�OLPLWDWLRQV�RU�ERXQGDULHV��)OH[LELOLW\�LV�QRW�XQOLPLWHG��HYHQ�LI�

SUDFWLFH�PD\� VKLIW��$V�ZH� UHPHPEHU��ZKHQ�7DKLUD�ZDV� WKH�RQO\�ZDJH�HDUQHU� LQ� WKH�

KRXVHKROG�� WKLV�GLG�QRW�FKDOOHQJH�RU� UH�GHILQH�KHU� FRQFHSWV�RI� IHPLQLQLW\�� QRU�GLG� LW�

DOWHU� WKH� JHQGHUHG� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� KHU� DQG� KHU� KXVEDQG�� 5DWKHU�� KHU� ZDJH�

HDUQLQJ�UROH�ZDV�WDNHQ�DV�DQ�H[FHSWLRQ��DQG�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�ZDV�UH�HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�VRRQ�

DV�WKLV�ZDV�SRVVLEOH��$V�,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHLU�FDVH��DQG�DOVR�WKDW�RI�<DOGD��FURVVLQJ�WKH�

ERXQGDULHV� KDG� VRPH� PRUDO� LPSOLFDWLRQV�� VXFK� DV� LQFUHDVHG� VSRXVDO� FRQWURO� ����

LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKHVH�FURVVLQJV�DUH�OHVV�VHDPOHVV�WKDQ�ZKDW�6DOZD\�DQG�0XPWD]�ILQG�LQ�

3DNLVWDQ���

                                                           
����$EEDV��&KDSWHU����GLG�QRW�DOORZ�7DKLUD�WR�XVH�FRQWUDFHSWLYHV��ZKLFK�LV��DV�,�VHH�LW��D�ZD\�RI�HQVXULQJ�
WKDW� VKH� GRHV� QRW� WDNH� RQ� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW� EXW� UHPDLQV� D� FDUH� ZRUNHU�� +H� KDV� DOVR� JLYHQ� RWKHU�
LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�FRQWUROOLQJ�KHU��ZKLFK�,�GR�QRW�GLVFXVV�KHUH���
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,Q�1RUZHJLDQ�LQWHJUDWLRQ�GLVFRXUVH��WKHUH�LV�DQ�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZRPHQ�

WDNH� RQ� ZDJH� ZRUN�� WKH� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� FDUH� ZRUN� LQ� WKH� KRPH� ZLOO� DXWRPDWLFDOO\�

EHFRPH�PRUH�equal:�WKXV��WKDW�FKDQJH�LQ�RQH�DUHD�GLUHFWO\�OHDGV�WR�D�VLPLODU�FKDQJH�LQ�

D�GLIIHUHQW�DUHD��When women define their salaried work as ‘good motherhood’, the 

JHQGHUHG� VSKHUHV� JHQHUDOO\� UHPDLQ�� ZKLOH� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI� IHPLQLQLW\� H[SDQGV� ZLWK�

DGGHG�VWXII��SDLG�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�WLPH�DZD\�IURP�WKH�KRPH�DQG�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��7KHVH�

QHZ�HOHPHQWV��KRZHYHU��DUH�ODUJHO\�FDUYHG�RXW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�

JHQGHU�PRGHO�� DQG� GR� QRW� FKDOOHQJH� WKH�PRGHO� LWVHOI�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKH� FRQWHQW�PD\�

FKDQJH���

:KLOH� <DOGD� JDLQV� FRQILGHQFH� DQG� IHHOV� EHWWHU� HTXLSSHG� WR� ORRN� DIWHU� WKH�

IDPLO\� E\� HDUQLQJ� D� VDODU\� DQG� FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR� WKH� KRXVHKROG�� KHU� VXFFHVV� LQ�

incorporating new activities into ‘good motherhood’ further demonstrates her 

husband’s inability to fulfil his duties, let alone expand them to include care work. 

$FFRUGLQJO\�� LW� LV� QRW�QHFHVVDULO\� VR� WKDW�PRUH� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\�RXWVLGH�RI� WKH�KRPH�

�GXDO�HDUQLQJ��OHDGV�WR�PRUH�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�LQVLGH�WKH�KRPH��GXDO�FDULQJ���DV�KDV�DOVR�

EHHQ�IRXQG� LQ�RWKHU�VWXGLHV�RI�PLJUDQW�PRWKHULQJ�� ,Q�KHU�VWXG\�RI�PRWKHULQJ�DPRQJ�

WZR� JHQHUDWLRQV� RI� .RUHDQ� LPPLJUDQW� ZRPHQ� LQ� WKH�86$� IRU� LQVWDQFH�� 6HXQJVRRN�

0RRQ��������DUJXHV�WKDW�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�JHQGHU�SXWV�WRR�PXFK�VWUHVV�RQ�

WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�SDLG�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�LQIOXHQFLQJ�WKH�JHQGHUHG�GLYLVLRQ�RI�ODERXU�LQ�

KRXVHKROGV���

�

Changes in continuities 
,Q�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�JHQGHUHG�QRUPV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��DQG�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKHVH��ZH�QHHG�WR�ORRN�

DW�QRW�RQO\�PRQH\�DQG�ZRUN��EXW�DOVR�DW�KRZ�WKHVH�DUH�LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�D�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W��

DQG�IXUWKHU��KRZ�WKH�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W�–�VXFK�DV�KRXVHKROG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��EXW�DOVR�PDUNHUV�

OLNH�HGXFDWLRQDO� OHYHO�–� LQIOXHQFH� WKH�JHQGHUHG�GLYLVLRQ�RI�FDUH��DQG�SURYLGHU�ZRUN��

)XUWKHU�� ZH� QHHG� WR� FRQVLGHU� WKDW� ZRPHQ� PD\� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� EH� PRWLYDWHG� WR�

FKDOOHQJH� WKH� ERXQGDULHV� WKDW� OLYLQJ� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� LGHDOV� HQWDLOV��:KHQ�

PRWKHUV� OLNH�<DOGD�DQG�7DKLUD�JR�RXW� WR�ZRUN��RU�KDYH�DPELWLRQV�RI�GRLQJ�VR�� WKH\�

tend to explain their motivation in terms of ‘good motherhood’ and of being good role 

models for their children. Their motivations are directed ‘inwards’ towards the family 

and the home, rather than ‘outwards’ and towards an individual career path. This is so 
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despite the potential of conveyance that lies in women’s salaries from formal 

HPSOR\PHQW��VHH�EHORZ����

,Q�ERWK�GRLQJ�DQG�UHGRLQJ�JHQGHU��ZRPHQ�H[SDQG�WKH�VFRSH�DQG�UDQJH�RI�WKHLU�

IHPLQLQLWLHV�� $� QXPEHU� of my informants view gender difference as a ‘given’, as 

IRXQGHG� LQ� ,VODP�� 0RWKHUV� VXFK� DV� <DOGD�� )DL]D� DQG� /H\OD� GR� QRW� FRPSOHWHO\�

VXEVFULEH� WR� D� V\PPHWULFDO� LGHDO� RI� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\�� EXW� UDWKHU�� DV� .ULVWHYD� �������

QRWHV��YDOXH�D� IHPLQLQLW\�WKDW� LV�GLVWLQFW�IURP�PDVFXOLQLW\�EXW�ZLWKRXW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

WKLV�DV�KLHUDUFKLFDOO\�VXERUGLQDWHG�RU�DV�D�PDWWHU�RI�H[SORLWDWLRQ��<HW��XQOLNH�.ULVWHYD��

WKH\�XQGHUVWDQG�JHQGHU�DV�D�FHQWUDO�FXOWXUDO�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�YDOXH�DQG�QRW�a priori�WR�WKLV�

�VHH�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�JHQGHU�LQ�&KDSWHU�����,Q�VHHNLQJ�WR�GHILQH�ZKDW�D�JRRG�ZRPDQ�

DQG�D� JRRG�PRWKHU� LV�PRWKHUV� VHHP� WR� HQG�XS�ZLWK� DQ� LGHDO� WKDW� HQFRPSDVVHV�ERWK�

FRQWLQXLW\� DQG� FKDQJH�� RU� UDWKHU� FRQWLQXLWLHV� LQ� FKDQJHV�� ,Q� ERWK� GRLQJ� DQG� UHGRLQJ�

JHQGHU�� ZRPHQ� H[SDQG� WKH� VFRSH� DQG� UDQJH� RI� WKHLU� IHPLQLQLW\�� $OWKRXJK� WKH�

ERXQGDULHV�RI�IHPLQLQH�DQG�PDVFXOLQH�QRUPV�PD\�UHPDLQ�IDLUO\�LQWDFW��WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�

WKHVH� VDPH� QRUPV� DQG� LGHQWLWLHV�� DQG� LQGHHG� SUDFWLFH�� DUH� OHVV� UHVLOLHQW� WR� FKDQJH��

6RPH� RI� WKH� ULJLGLW\� LQ� WKH� JHQGHUHG� LGHDOV� PD\� EH� H[SODLQHG� E\� WKH� PLJUDWLRQ�

context, which is not dealt with in Mumtaz and Salway’s work. On the other hand, 

SRWHQWLDOV� IRU� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�DOVR�EHFRPH�DFFHOHUDWHG� LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W�� DV�

VKRZQ� LQ� P\� GLVFXVVLRQV� RI� PRWKHUKRRG� �&KDSWHU� ��� DQG� JHQGHULQJ� RI� FKLOGUHQ�

�&KDSWHU�����DQG�WR�ZKLFK�,�UHWXUQ�WR�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU���

Paradoxically, when mothers take on formal employment as an aspect of ‘good 

motherhood’ and contribute their earnings to the household, they also risk becoming 

less�ILQDQFLDOO\�DXWRQRPRXV��:KLOH�VRFLDO�JUDQWV�IURP�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�VWDWH�PD\�VHUYH�

WR� HQIRUFH� WKH� H[LVWLQJ� V\VWHP� RI� UHODWLRQDO� REOLJDWLRQV�� WKH\� PD\� DOVR� LQFUHDVH�

women’s financial autonomy when interpreted within this complementary gender 

model. Hence, women’s wage work in Norway ‘does not imply any surrender to the 

ZHOIDUH�state ideals and practices concerning marriage and gender relations’, as 

(QJHEULJWVHQ�UHSRUWV�FRQFHUQLQJ�7DPLOV� LQ�1RUZD\� ������������+RZHYHU�� LI�ZRPHQ�

ZRUN� DV� DQ� LQWHJUDO� DVSHFW� RI� WKHLU� VXEMHFWLYLWLHV�� PDVFXOLQH� QRUPV� GR� QRW� EHFRPH�

FKDOOHQJHG�� ZLWK� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFH� WKDW� WKH� JHQGHUHG� GLYLVLRQ� RI� ZRUN� UHPDLQV� DQG�

women who take on work outside the home, work ‘double’, shaping their employment 

VLWXDWLRQ�WR�ILW�GHPDQGV�RQ�WKH�KRPH�IURQW�RI�EHLQJ�IOH[LEOH��DQG��DV�PDQ\�HPSKDVLVH��

ZRUNLQJ�SDUW�WLPH�DQG�FORVH�WR�WKH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��

�
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Money and the morality of exchange148 
7DEOH�����VKRZV�WKH�JHQGHUHG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�PRQH\�DV� ,�ILQG�WKLV� WR�EH�LQ�PDQ\�RI�

the families I know, and that I have discussed above. ‘Women’s money’ is separate 

DQG�PRUH� LQGividual than ‘male money’ that EHFRPHV� FROOHFWLYH� XSRQ� HQWHULQJ� WKH�

household. Also men’s social grants (disability grants, unemployment benefits) 

assume this collective dimension. Women’s money deriving from wages may take�RQ�

D� GLIIHUHQW� IRUP� WKDQ� WKDW� GHULYLQJ� IURP� VRFLDO� JUDQWV��ZKHUH� WKH� IRUPHU�PD\� FURVV�

ERXQGDULHV��EHFRPLQJ�VLPLODU�RU�HTXDO�WR�WKH�VDODU\�HDUQHG�E\�PHQ��ZKHUHDV�WKH�ODWWHU�

does not do this. Thus, I see women’s money from social grants as generally being 

Xnderstood as more ‘feminine’ than women’s earnings from salaries. There is, 

KRZHYHU�� D� FODVV�EDVHG� GLPHQVLRQ� WR� WKH� H[WHQW� WR� ZKLFK� WKH� FROOHFWLYLVDWLRQ� RI�

women’s wages is contested, which I shall discuss briefly. �

�

�
Table 8.1 Gendered organisation of money  

�

5HSURGXFWLYH�ODERXU��SDLG�DQG�XQSDLG��KDV�EHHQ�DQDO\VHG�DV�LQWLPDWH�ODERXU��%RULV�	�

3DUUHxDV���������HPRWLRQDO�ODERXU�RU�HPRWLRQ�ZRUN��(KUHQUHLFK�	�+RFKVFKLOG���������

HYHQ�GLUW\�ZRUN��%��$QGHUVRQ���������)HPLQLQH�XQSDLG�ODERXU�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�WKH�WKUHH�

C’s of caring, cooking and cleaning �%��$QGHUVRQ��������can be seen as a ‘concrete 

activity as well as a moral orientation’ �3LSHU�������������*LYHQ�WKH�VWURQJ�LGHRORJ\�

RI� HPSOR\PHQW�EDVHG� ZHOIDUH� SROLFLHV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� FDUH� ZRUN� LV� QRW� DOORFDWHG� D�

‘specialist’ position, as it is in societies with a more gender�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�

RUJDQLVDWLRQ��$FFRUGLQJO\��ZKHQ�ERWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZRUN�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROG��

FDUH�ZRUN�EHFRPHV�GHJUDGHG�IURP�real work�WR�love work��%RFN�DQG�'XGHQ��������LQ�

                                                           
����7LWOH�RI�WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�ERRN�HGLWHG�E\�-RQDWKDQ�3DUU\�DQG�0DXULFH�%ORFK������E���

0RQH\�

)HPLQLQH�
,QGLYLGXDO�

6RFLDO�JUDQWV�

&DVK�JUDQW� &KLOG�EHQHILW�

6DODU\�

0DVFXOLQH�
&ROOHFWLYH��

6DODU\�DQG�VRFLDO�
JUDQWV�
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/XW]������������%\�QRW�FROOHFWLYLVLQJ�KHU�VDODU\�FRPSOHWHO\��<DOGD�GRHV�QRW�GHJUDGH�

care work into love work, but retains this as part of her ‘real’ work –�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�KHU�

SDLG�ZRUN��&RQVHTXHQWO\��VKH�GRHV�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�ORVV�RI�VWDWXV� WKDW�PLJKW�KDYH�

HQVXHG�LI�VKH�KDG�GHILQHG�KHU�DXWRQRP\�DV�ILQDQFLDO�DXWRQRP\��PRUH�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�

1RUZHJLDQ� VWDWH� GLVFRXUVH��7KH� GUDZEDFN�� RI� FRXUVH�� LV� WKDW� VKH�ZRUNV� GRXEOH�� DQG�

WKDW� VKH� FDQQRW� QHJRWLDWH� KHU� HGXFDWLRQDO� SDWK� DQG� WKXV� KHU� FRQFHSWLRQ� RI� JRRG�

PRWKHUKRRG� ZLWK� KHU� KXVEDQG�� <HW�� E\� JLYLQJ� KHU� VRQV� DQG� GDXJKWHUV� KRXVHKROG�

FKRUHV�VKH�ZRUNV�DW�VKLIWLQJ�WKLV�IRU�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ��

,Q� JHQGHU�differentiated societies, men’s money can ‘stand in’ for their 

DEVHQFH�IURP�WKH�KRPH��ZKHUHDV�WKLV�LV�OHVV�WKH�FDVH�IRU�ZRPHQ��+HHQ���������+HUH��

Iulfilling the duty of providing for one’s family while at the same time showing 

LQGHSHQGHQFH� IURP� WKHVH� YHU\� VDPH� REOLJDWLRQV� LV� FHQWUDO� WR� PDOH� LGHQWLW\� �+HHQ��

���������� :KHQ� D� PRWKHU� SD\V� KRXVHKROG� ELOOV�� WKLV� PD\� JR� RQ� DFFRUG� ZLWK� WKH�

KXVEDQG’V� KRQRXU�� By contrast, women’s work cannot readily be exchanged for 

PRQH\��EXW�HPERGLHV�SURSHUWLHV�RI�WKH�JLIW��FDUU\LQJ�WKH�JLYHU�ZLWKLQ�LW��0DXVV�������

>����@�. Women’s money thus may cause tensions between the (gendered) cycles of 

VKRUW�WHUP�H[FKDQJH�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�RI�ORQJ�term exchange ‘concerned 

with the reproduction of the social and cosmic order’ �3DUU\�	�%ORFK������D������

When women’s money deriving from social grants is kept separate�� ,�

XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� WKLV� LQFRPH�QHHGV� WR�XQGHUJR� FRQYHUVLRQ� UDWKHU� WKDQ�FRQYH\DQFH� LQ�

RUGHU� WR� EHFRPH� FROOHFWLYH� DQG� LQWHJUDWHG� LQWR� WKH� KRXVHKROG� LQ� WKH� VDPH�ZD\� WKDW�

PDVFXOLQH� PRQH\� GRHV�� $V� GLVFXVVHG�� WKLV� LV� KRZHYHU�� UDUH�� Women’s wages are 

GLIIHUHQW� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� WKH\� HPERG\� D� ODUJHU� SRWHQWLDO� WR� FURVV� VSKHUHV� DQG�

transform gendered relations, and as this kind of money is more ‘masculine�like’ than 

VRFLDO� JUDQWV� VLQFH� LW� DOVR� RUJDQLVHV� WLPH�� 3XW� VLPSO\�� WKH� F\FOHV� RI� H[FKDQJH� KDYH�

DOUHDG\�EHHQ�GLVWRUWHG���

+RZHYHU�� WKLV� FURVVLQJ�� RI� ZRUN� DQG� RI� PRQH\�� LV� QHLWKHU� DXWRPDWLF� QRU�

uncontested. One reason is precisely because collectivising women’s money has the 

potential to change the nature and value of the gendered ‘gifts’ of caring and 

SURYLGLQJ� IRU� WKH� IDPLO\��:KHQ� IHPLQLQH� DQG�PDVFXOLQH�ZRUN� DUH�PHDVXUHG� E\� WKH�

VDPH� FXUUHQF\�� UHSURGXFWLYH� GXWLHV� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH� F\FOHV� RI� ORQJ�WHUP� H[FKDQJH� DUH�

UHLQWHUSUHWHG� DV� VKRUW�WHUP� H[FKDQJH�� WKHUHE\� GLVWRUWLQJ� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ�

production and reproduction in the household. If the woman’s work becomes similar 

WR�WKDW�RI�WKH�PDQ��ZKLOH�KLV�GRHV�QRW�JURZ�PRUH�VLPLODU�WR�KHUV��WKH�YDOXH�RI�KLV�JLIW�
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GHFUHDVHV��EHFDXVH�KH�EHFRPHV�UHSODFHDEOH��7KLV��DV�,�VHH�LW��LV�ZKDW�0XGKDVVHU�IHDUV��

On the one hand, the value of Yalda’s gift increases when it expands to include moUH�

IDFHWV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZKHQ�VKH�FROOHFWLYLVHV�KHU�LQFRPH�DQG�WDNHV�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�D�

SURYLGHU�ZKLOH�0XGKDVVHU�GRHV�QRW� WDNH�RQ� FDUH�ZRUN�� WKH�YDOXH�RI� FDUH�ZRUN�PD\�

GHFUHDVH�DQG�EHFRPH�GHYDOXHG�LQWR�ORYH�ZRUN���

,Q� D� UHFHQW� VWXG\� RI� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�ZRPHQ��0DUMDQ�

Nadim argues that there is a ‘substantial generational change’ in conceptions of 

FKLOGFDUH� DQG� HPSOR\PHQW� ��������. Nadim’s informants, all second�JHQHUDWLRQ�

LPPLJUDQWV�� JHQHUDOO\�KDYH�KLJKHU� OHYHOV� RI� IRUPDO� HGXFDWLRQ� WKDQ�PLQH�ZKLFK�PD\�

H[SODLQ�DOVR�WKHLU�KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI�HPSOR\PHQW�–�EXW�HYHQ�DPRQJ�WKHP��KDOI��������DUH�

ZRUNLQJ�SDUW�WLPH������������$JDLQ��ZH�VKRXOG�EHDU�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�FODVV�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�

DUH�LQYROYHG��7KH�VDODULHV�RI�VRPH�ZRPHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�1RUZD\�DQG�

ZKR� KDYH� WHUWLDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� –� QRWDEO\� =RKD�� 5DKHHOD� DQG� 6RQLD� –� DUH� QRW�PRUDOO\�

FRQWHVWHG�� WKH\�FDQ�FURVV� WKH�ERXQGDULHV�EHFDXVH�ERWK� VSRXVHV� LQ� WKHVH� FRXSOHV�DLP�

IRU�VRPH�VRUW�RI�HTXDO�GLYLVLRQ�RI�FDUH�DQG�SURYLGHU�ZRUN��7KHVH�ZRPHQ�UHWXUQHG�WR�

ZRUN� DIWHU� WKHLU� SDLG� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH� ZDV� ILQLVKHG�� ZKHQ� WKHLU� KXVEDQGV� WRRN� RYHU�

ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�FKLOG�UHQ��EHIRUH�WKH\�HQWHUHG�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�PLGGOH�

FODVV�PRGHO�RI�tidy trajectory��VHH�&KDSWHU������

/HVV�HGXFDWHG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LQIRUPDQWV�VXFK�DV�/H\OD��7DKLUD�DQG�+DGL\D�

DUH�PRUH� VLPLODU� WR� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� LQIRUPDQWV�–� LQ� VRPH�ZD\V� WKH\� DUH� HYHQ�PRUH�

JHQGHU�FRQVHUYDWLYH�WKDQ�WKHVH��)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�OLNH�0DULDP�DQG�

<DOGD�KDYH�RXWVLGH�HPSOR\PHQW��DQG�RWKHU�ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�ZKR�GR�QRW��VXFK�

DV� )DL]D�� KDYH� VWURQJHU� DPELWLRQV� RI� ZRUNLQJ� RXWVLGH� WKH� KRPH� WKDQ� GR� VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�/H\OD��7DKLUD�DQG�+DGL\D��3HUKDSV�ZRPHQ�ZKR�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�

PLJUDWHG� PD\� KDYH� JUHDWHU� PRPHQWXP� LQ� VHHNLQJ� WR� DOWHU� WKHLU� RZQ� DQG� WKHLU�

children’s gendered futures in a world that is somewhat unpredictable. Indeed, among 

P\�LQIRUPDQWV��LW�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�VR�WKDW�ZRPHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�EURXJKW�XS�LQ�

1RUZD\�KDYH�WKH�VWURQJHVW�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�ODERXU�PDUNHW�RU�DPELWLRQV�RI�WKLV���

�

Critiquing linearity: Household organisation and migration trajectory 
,Q�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��ZRPHQ�DUH�VXEMHFWHG�WR�DW�OHDVW�WZR�GLVFRXUVHV�RI�IHPLQLQLW\��

that of their host country, and that of their ‘ethnic’ group �$QWKLDV�DQG�<XYDO�'DYLV�

������ LQ� (UHO�� ����E������� )HPLQLVW� PLJUDWLRQ� VFKRODUV� TXHVWLRQ� ZKHWKHU� H[LVWLQJ�
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JHQGHU�QRUPV�EHFRPH�KDUGHQHG�RU�PRUH�UHOD[HG�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��$O�$OL��������

3HVVDU� 	� 0DKOHU�� ����� IRU� D� UHYLHZ��� HQFRPSDVVLQJ� DOVR� RWKHU� IDFWRUV� EH\RQG�

PLJUDWLRQ� KLVWRU\�� HFRQRPLF� UHVRXUFHV� WKURXJK� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� SDLG� HPSOR\PHQW�

�3HDVH��������� ODQJXDJH� VNLOOV�� DQG�VRFLDO� DQG� ILQDQFLDO�FDSLWDO�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��0HQ�

PD\� WLJKWHQ�FRQWURO� LQ� WKH�KRPH�DV�D� UHVXOW�RI�SHUFHLYHG�HPDVFXODWLRQ� LQ�UHODWLRQ� WR�

PDMRULW\�VRFLHW\��3HVVDU�	�0DKOHU���������thus migration may reinforce ‘traditional’ 

arrangements, placing further emphasis on women as ‘guardians of tradition’ �<XYDO�

'DYLV���������+RZHYHU��PDOH�PDUULDJH�PLJUDQWV�PD\�DOVR�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�GXDO�HIIHFW�

RI� D�ZHDNHQLQJ� RI� WKHLU� DELOLW\� WR� IXOILO� WKHLU� UROH� DV� IDPLO\� EUHDGZLQQHU��ZKLOH� WKH�

responsibility for doing so may become a ‘double responsibility’ towards family in 

3DNLVWDQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�LPPLJUDWLRQ��&KDUVOH\�������������

6RFLRORJLVW� 3LHUUHWWH� +RQGDJQHX�6RWHOR� KDV� DUJXHG� WKDW� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV�

EHFRPH�PRUH�HJDOLWDULDQ�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W�DQG�WKDW�PLJUDWLRQ�JLYHV�ERWK�PHQ�DQG�

ZRPHQ�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� WUDQVFHQG�GRPLQDQW�QRWLRQV�RI�PDVFXOLQLW\�DQG� IHPLQLQLW\�

��������6RPH�VWXGLHV�ILQG�WKDW�WKH�PLJUDQW�VSRXVH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�VH[��LV�FRPPRQO\�LQ�D�

ZHDNHU� SRVLWLRQ�� QRW�PDVWHULQJ� WKH� ODQJXDJH� DQG� VRFLDO� FRGH�� DQG� KDYLQJ� OHIW� WKHLU�

QHWZRUN� EHKLQG� �&KDUVOH\�� ������ /LYHUVDJH�� ������� +HQFH�� PLJUDWLRQ� PD\� OHDG� WR�

IRUPDWLRQV�RI�QHZ�KLHUDUFKLHV�DQG�PRGHV�RI�VWUDWLILFDWLRQV��9HUWRYHF������E���)XUWKHU��

‘effects of migration’ are likely to change in accordance with life cycle –�SDUWLFXODUO\�

WKH�DJH�RI�FKLOGUHQ��ODQJXDJH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�DQG�ILQDQFLDO�VWDELOLW\��DQG�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQV�

RI�WKHVH���

,�GR�QRW�VHHN�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�PLJUDWLRQ�LV�OLEHUDWLQJ�RU�QRW��

RU�IRU�ZKRP��,QGHHG�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�QR�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�DQVZHUV�

WR�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV��EXW�UDWKHU�D�P\ULDG�RI�SRVVLELOLWLHV�–�ZKLFK�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�

WR� PRYH� WRZDUGV� D� QRQ�GHWHUPLQLVWLF� DSSURDFK� WR� FRQWDFW� �0RRUH�� ������� )XUWKHU��

ZKHQ� WKHUH� DUH� VKLIWV� LQ� SHUVSHFWLYHV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV�� WKHVH� DUH� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� VHW� LQ�

VWRQH�� ,Q� KHU� ZRUN� RQ� ,WDOLDQ� LPPLJUDQWV� WR� WKH� 8.�� (OLVDEHWWD� =RQWLQL� ILQGV� WKDW�

VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZRPHQ�� LQ�FRQWUDVW� WR� WKHLU� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�ZKR� WRRN�RQ�

IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�WKH�8.��GUDZ�RQ�WKH�LGHDOLVHG�QRWLRQ�RI�,WDOLDQ�PRWKHUKRRG�DQG�

%ULWLVK� PLGGOH�FODVV� QRUPV� LQ� SXWWLQJ� PRWKHUKRRG� EHIRUH� SDLG� ZRUN� �������������

6HFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQW� ZRPHQ� WKXV�� =RQWLQL� DUJXHV�� ERWK� FKDOOHQJH� JHQGHU�

ERXQGDULHV� DQG� VHHN� WR� PDLQWDLQ� D� WUDGLWLRQDO� JHQGHUHG� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� ZRUN� LQ� WKH�

KRXVHKROG���������������
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$OVR�� WKHUH� may be a ‘gender paradox’ at work. In her work on Filipino 

WUDQVQDWLRQDO� IDPLOLHV�� 5KDFHO� 6DOD]DU� 3DUUHxDV� LGHQWLILHV�what she terms a ‘gender 

paradox’ where women’s gendered ‘crossings’ in becoming WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PLJUDQWV�

DQG�ZDJH�HDUQHUV� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� OLPLW� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� IRU� JHQGHUHG� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� LQ�

KRXVHKROGV� LQ� WKH� 3KLOLSSLQHV�� :KLOH� PRWKHUV� SURYLGH� IRU� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� IURP� D�

GLVWDQFH�� WKHLU�KXVEDQGV� DV� IDWKHUV�FRQWLQXH� WR� UHMHFW� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU�QXUWXULQJ�

WKH�FKLOGUHQ� �6DOD]DU�3DUUHxDV�����������. Accordingly, she questions ‘whether such 

structural rearrangements engender ideological shifts in the family’, and concludes 

that ‘the perfoUPDQFH� RI�PRWKHULQJ� DQG� IDWKHULQJ� LQ� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� IDPLOLHV� GRHV� QRW�

question but instead maintains gender conventions’ ���������� ������ $JDLQ�� LW� LV�

HYLGHQW�WKDW�FKDQJHV�LQ�JHQGHUHG�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�RQH�SODFH�RU�DUHD�GR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�KDYH�

D�ULSSOH�HIIHFW��EULQJLQJ�DERXW�FKDQJHV�LQ�JHQGHUHG�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�DQRWKHU�VSKHUH�������

7KHUH�PD\�EH�YDULRXV�UHDVRQV�ZK\�<DVPLQ�DQG�+DP]D�DUH�PRUH�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�

DERXW�WKH�JHQGHUHG�VKLIWV�LQ�ZRUN�DQG�PRQH\�WKDQ�DUH�0XGKDVVHU�DQG�<DOGD��<DVPLQ�

DQG� +DP]D� ERWK� DJUHH� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� VKRUW� RI� PRQH\�� DQG� WKDW� WKLV� KDPSHUV� VRPH�

DPELWLRQV� WKH\� KDYH� IRU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� OLNH� VHQGLQJ� WKHP� WR� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� $OVR��

Hamza’s realisation that he will not be able to work fulltime again, but will remain at 

OHDVW�SDUWLDOO\�RQ�D�GLVDELOLW\�JUDQW��PD\�VWUHngthen not just his support for Yasmin’s 

DPELWLRQV��EXW�DOVR�KLV�VKDULQJ�RI�WKHP��0XGKDVVHU�KDV�QRW�FRPH�WR�WKLV�UHDOLVDWLRQ��RU�

DW� OHDVW� KDV� QRW� DFNQRZOHGJHG� WKLV�� +DP]D�� ZLWK� D� ODUJH� IDPLO\� QHWZRUN�� DQG�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�KLV�SDUHQWV�DQG�ZLWK�VRQ�OLNH�GXWLHV�WRZDUGV�KLV�XQFOH��

LV�DEOH�WR�PHHW�VRPH�PDVFXOLQH�GXWLHV�DQG�UHPDLQ�HQJDJHG�LQ�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV��HYHQ�LI�

<DVPLQ�LV�DVVXPHV�VRPH�RI�KLV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�ILQDQFLDOO\�IRU�WKH�IDPLO\��

%HFDXVH�LW�LV�DOUHDG\�NQRZQ�WR�IDPLO\�DQG�QHLJKERXUV�WKDW�KH�GRHV�QRW�WRGD\�KDYH�D�

VWURQJ�UROH�DV�D�SURYLGHU�DQG�WKDW�LW�LV�KLV�VRFLDO�JUDQW�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�WKH�IDPLO\��+DP]D�

KDV�OHVV�VWDWXV�RU�UHSXWDWLRQ�WR�ORVH�–�DOVR�EHFDXVH��DV�KH�KDV�WROG�PH��IRU�KLP�WKLV�LV�

QRW�DERXW�VWDWXV��LW�LV�DERXW�PDNLQJ�HQGV�PHHW��DQG�HYHQ�PRUH�VR�LW�LV�DERXW�<DVPLQ�

EHLQJ�KDSS\�DQG�FRQWHQW��0XGKDVVHU� LV�QRW�HQJDJHG� LQ� WKH�VDPH�UHFLSURFDO� UHODWLRQV�

WKDW�PLJKW�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�KLV�FRQILGHQFH�DQG�VHQVH�RI�SXUSRVH�LQ�OLIH��KLV�SDUHQWV�KDYH�

SDVVHG� DZD\� DQG� KH� GRHV� QRW� KDYH�PXFK� FRQWDFW�ZLWK� KLV� VLEOLQJV�� 7KH� UHVW� RI� WKH�

IDPLO\�UHVLGHV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��DQG�WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKHP���

                                                           
����$OVR�LQ�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�IDPLOLHV��LQFUHDVHG�IHPDOH�ZDJH�ZRUN�GRHV�QRW�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�EULQJ�D�
GLVLQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�JHQGHUHG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�FDUH�ZRUN��$DUVHWK����������
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3HUKDSV�E\�WDNLQJ�FDUH�ZRUN��UDWKHU� WKDQ�ZDJH�ZRUN��DV�D�SRLQW�RI�GHSDUWXUH��

ZH�FDQ�PRUH� UHDGLO\�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLSV�RI�PRQH\��

JHQGHU�DQG�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�FRXSOHV�+DP]D�<DVPLQ�DQG�0XGKDVVHU�<DOGD��%HIRUH�<DVPLQ�

VWDUWHG� ZRUNLQJ� RXWVLGH� WKH� KRPH�� +DP]D� WRRN� DQ� DFWLYH� SDUW� LQ� EULQJLQJ� XS� WKH�

FKLOGUHQ��DOEHLW�QRW�LQ�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�GRPHVWLF�ZRUN�OLNH�FRRNLQJ�DQG�FOHDQLQJ��7KXV��

LW� PD\� EH� WKDW� LI� GRPHVWLF� ZRUN� DQG� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� IRU� FKLOGUHQ� EHFRPH� PRUH�

HTXLWDEOH�� ZRPHQ� DUH� PRUH� OLNHO\� WR� WDNH� RQ� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� DQG� WKH� ZDJHV�

EHFRPH�FROOHFWLYLVHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�IDPLO\��<HW��WKLV�VKLIW�FDQQRW�EH�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG��

$V� QRWHG��0XGKDVVHU� GRHV� QRW� VKRZ� WKH� VDPH� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� RU� LQ� RU�

KRXVHKROG�FKRUHV���

$QRWKHU�GLIIHUHQFH�PD\�EH�KRXVHKROG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��ZLWK�+DP]D�DQG�<DVPLQ�

OLYLQJ� LQ�DQ�H[WHQGHG� IDPLO\��DQG�0XGKDVVHU�DQG�<DOGD� OLYLQJ�D�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROG��

/LYLQJ� LQ� DQ� H[Wended household can facilitate women’s participation in the 

ZRUNIRUFH��WKURXJK�FDUH�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�WKXV�QRW�KDYLQJ�WR�SD\�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�IHHV��DQG�

NHHSLQJ� OLYLQJ� H[SHQVHV� GRZQ� –� DOO� RI� ZKLFK� FDQ� JLYH� ZRPHQ� WLPH� WR� HVWDEOLVK�

WKHPVHOYHV�� OHDUQ� D� ODQJXDJH� DQG� DGYDQFH� DQG� HGXFDWLRQ�� ZLWKRXW� KDYLQJ� WR� HDUQ�

money from day one. Mariam’s mother�LQ�ODZ��IRU�LQVWDQFH��ZDV�DQ�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�KHU�

taking on formal employment, and her support in caring for Mariam’s two daughters 

PDGH�WKLV�VWHS�SUDFWLFDOO\�SRVVLEOH��+RZHYHU��ZKLOH�WKLV�JRW�WKH�MRE�GRQH�DW�KRPH��DQG�

HQDEOHG� 0DULDP� WR� ZRUN� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH� KRPH�� LW� GLG� QRW� DOWHU� WKH� JHQGHU� EDODQFH�

ZLWKLQ�WKH�VSRXVDO�UHODWLRQVKLS��VHH�0RRQ���������

,Q� QXFOHDU� KRXVHKROGV�� OLYLQJ� H[SHQVHV� DUH� KLJKHU� DQG� ILQDQFLDO� IOH[LELOLW\�

ORZHU�� $OO� WKH� VDPH�� TXLWH� D� IHZ� RI� P\� LQIRUPDQWV� OLYLQJ� LQ� H[WHQGHG� KRXVHKROGV�

HQWHUWDLQ�WKH�LGHD�RI�PRYLQJ�LQWR�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROGV��LQFOXGLQJ�+DP]D�DQG�<DVPLQ�–�

DV�ZHOO�DV�0DULDP��ZKR�KRSHV�WKDW�LQ�D�QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROG�WKHUH�FDQ�EH�JUHDWHU�JHQGHU�

HTXDOLW\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VKDUHG�FDUH�ZRUN��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�OLYLQJ�H[SHQVHV�ZLOO�

PHDQ�WKDW�KHU�VDODU\�PXVW�EHFRPH�GH�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG��DQG�VKH�ZLOO�ORVH�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�

IRUP�RI�ILQDQFLDO�LQGHSHQGHQFH���

,Q� VHHNLQJ� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� UHODWLRQV� RI� GHSHQGHQFH� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQFH� WKDW�

GHYHORS�LQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�FRQWH[W��,�KDYH�DUJXHG�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WR�ORRN�DW�GLIIHUHQW�IRUPV�

RI� VHOI–RWKHU� UHODWLRQV� DQG� GHSHQGHQFH� ZLWKLQ� VSHFLILF� VRFLDO� V\VWHPV�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�

asking whether a practice or process is ‘liberating’ or ‘individualising’�� RU� QRW��

$SSO\LQJ� DQ� RYHUO\� OLQHDU� SHUVSHFWLYH� RQ� LQWHJUDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� HIIHFWV� RI� PLJUDWLRQ�

WUDMHFWRU\� DQG� KRXVHKROG� FRPSRVLWLRQ�� DQG� RQ� WKH� FRQQHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� WDNLQJ� RQ�
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IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�DFKLHYLQJ�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�DW�KRPH��OLPLWV�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

RI�WKH�NLQG�RI�PHWLFXORXV�ERXQGDU\�ZRUN�WKDW�LPPLJUDQW�ZRPHQ�HQJDJH�LQ��

�

Conclusions 
'XULQJ�ILHOGZRUN�� ,�ZDV�VWUXFN�E\�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�ILUP�JHQGHUHG�GLYLVLRQ�RI�PRQH\�LQ�

VRPH� RI� WKH� IDPLOLHV� ,� NQRZ�� ,Q� WKHVH� IDPLOLHV�� PDVFXOLQH� LQFRPH� EHFDPH� GH�

LQGLYLGXDOLVHG�XSRQ�HQWHULQJ�WKH�KRXVHKROG��ZKHUHDV�WKLV�ZDV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�VR�ZLWK�

IHPLQLQH�PRQH\��ZKLFK�ZDV� IUHTXHQWO\� LQWHUSUHWHG� DV� separate� DQG� extra��%DVHG�RQ�

WKLV��,�KDYH�GLYLGHG�PRQH\�LQWR�WKUHH�OD\HUHG�FDWHJRULHV�DQG�H[DPLQHG�WKH�LQWHUIDFHV�

RI� WKHVH�� )LUVWO\�� ,� KDYH� VKRZQ� WKDW� PRQH\� JHQHUDOO\� UHPDLQV� JHQGHUHG� IRU� P\�

LQIRUPDQWV��ZKLFK�LQIOXHQFHV�FRQWURO��VDYLQJ�DQG�VSHQGLQJ�RI�PRQH\�LQ�WKH�KRXVHKROG��

DV�ZHOO�DV�JHQGHUHG�NLQGV�DQG�UHODWLRQV�RI�DXWRQRP\��0\�IRFXV�KDV�EHHQ�RQ�IHPLQLQH�

PRQH\��DQG�OHVV�RQ�PDVFXOLQH�PRQH\��6HFRQGO\��,�KDYH�GLYLGHG�IHPLQLQH�PRQH\�LQWR�

LQFRPH� IURP� VDODULHV� DQG� LQFRPH� IURP� VRFLDO� JUDQWV�� DQG� DUJXHG� WKDW� PRQH\� IURP�

IDPLO\�UHODWHG�VRFLDO�JUDQWV�LV�OHVV�DPELJXRXV�WKDQ�PRQH\�IURP�VDODULHV�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�

LV�PRUH�JHQHUDO�DFFHSWDQFH�WKDW�PRQH\�IURP�VRFLDO�JUDQWV�UHPDLQV�PRUH�IHPLQLQH�DQG�

individual than women’s salaries. The final division I made is that between two 

GLIIHUHQW� W\SHV� RI� VRFLDO� JUDQWV� SURYLGHG� E\� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH�� WKH� FDVK�

JUDQW�DQG�WKH�FKLOG�EHQHILW��,�KDYH�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�

belonging to the mother as a ‘salary for care’, whereas the child benefit may be 

LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�FKLOG���

Money from women’s wage work may be more morally contested because it is 

PRUH�IOH[LEOH��%\�UHPDLQLQJ�VHSDUDWH�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOLVHG��LW�LV�OHVV�FRQWHVWHG�WKDQ�LI�LW�

FURVVHV�ERXQGDULHV�DQG�EHFRPHV�FROOHFWLYLVHG�DQG�PRUH� OLNH�PDVFXOLQH�PRQH\��7KLV�

ODWWHU� RSWLRQ� LV�PRUDOO\� ORDGHG� LI� LW� LV� VHHQ� DV� GLVWRUWLQJ� WKH� WHPSRUDO� H[FKDQJHV� RI�

SURGXFWLYH�DQG�UHSURGXFWLYH�ZRUN��7KH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�VDODULHV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�WR�

FRQYH\�RU� FRQYHUJH� LV� DOVR� FODVV�EDVHG��ZLWK� IHZHU�PRUDO� RYHUWRQHV� LQ�PLGGOH�FODVV�

IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�D�tidy trajectory�PRGHO���

$V� FODLPHG� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� FKDSWHU��PRWKHUV� KDYH� DPELWLRQV� RI� UHDULQJ� WKHLU�

VRQs towards becoming ‘different’ to their fathers, and thus they seek to expand 

PDVFXOLQH�QRUPV�WR�HQFRPSDVV�DOVR�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�IHPLQLQH�QRUPV�DQG�WDVNV�ZLWKLQ�

the domestic sphere. Notions of ‘good motherhood’ are at the centre of my 

informants’ orientatiRQV� DQG� –� LPSRUWDQWO\� –� DOVR� UH�RULHQWDWLRQV�� ,QGHHG�� JHQGHU� LV�
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ERWK�GRQH�DQG�UHGRQH�ZKHQ�PRWKHUV�ERWK�FKDOOHQJH�DQG�VHHN�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�

JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV�� <DOGD� DSSOLHG� D� PXOWLGLUHFWLRQDO� DSSURDFK� LQ� UHVSRQVH� WR� KHU�

husband’s reactions, as I have also shown elsewhere, for example in Azra’s re�

RULHQWDWLRQV�LQ�FDULQJ�IRU�KHU�PRWKHU��&KDSWHU����DQG�LQ�PRWKHUV�KDYLQJ�PRUH�FKLOGUHQ�

WKDQ�LQLWLDOO\�SODQQHG��&KDSWHU������

0RQH\�IURP�ZDJH�ZRUN�LV�D�PRUH�VWDEOH�DQG�SUHGLFWDEOH�LQFRPH�WKDQ�PRQH\�

IURP�VRFLDO�JUDQWV��WKURXJK�ZKLFK�ZDJH�HDUQHUV�DOVR�TXDOLI\�IRU�FHUWDLQ�EHQHILWV�LQ�WKH�

ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� VXFK� DV� XQHPSOR\PHQW� EHQHILWV�� SHQVLRQV� DQG� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�� :KLOH�

KDYLQJ�D�MRE�DQG�HDUQLQJ�D�VDODU\�enhances women’s financial and social autonomy, 

NHHSLQJ�WKH�LQFRPH�IURP�VRFLDO�JUDQWV�separate�can also enhance women’s autonomy�

LQ�D�ZD\� WKDW�ZDV�QRW� LQWHQGHG�IURP�SROLWLFLDQV�DQG�SROLF\�PDNHUV��(YHQ� LI�PRWKHUV�

KDG�FDUHG� IRU� FKLOGUHQ�DW�KRPH�DQ\ZD\�DQG�QRW�EHFDXVH� LW� JLYHV� WKHP�DFFHVV� WR� WKH�

FDVK� JUDQW�� VWD\LQJ� RXWVLGH� RI� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW� GRHV� SURKLELW� LQWHJUDWLRQ� LQWR� D�

1RUZHJLDQ� VRFLHW\�ZKHUH� HPSOR\PHQW� LV� FHQWUDO� WR� ERWK� ULJKWV� DQG� LQFOXVLRQ� LQ� WKH�

ZHOIDUH�VWDWH���

The cash grant contributes to the recognition of a more ‘specialist’ care 

ZRUNHU��ZLWK�WKH�DGGHG�EHQHILW�What the state pays a ‘salary’ for the care worker, who 

LV� JHQHUDOO\� D� ZRPDQ�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� ZKLOH� WKH� FDVK� JUDQW� LV� VHHQ� WR� PDUJLQDOLVH�

PLJUDQW�ZRPHQ�� LW�PD\� DOVR� VWUHQJWKHQ� WKHLU� SRVLWLRQ� –� EXW� RQO\� LI� LW� LV� LQWHUSUHWHG�

ZLWKLQ� D� PRGHO� RI� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� JHQGHU� UHODWLRQV�� +DG� WKLV� LQFRPH� EHHQ� GHILQHG�

ZLWKLQ�D�PRUH�V\PPHWULFDO�JHQGHU�PRGHO��WKLV�PRQH\�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�KDYH�EHHQ�GH�

LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� DQG� PHUJHG� LQWR� WKH� KRXVHKROG� LQFRPH�� DQG� WKXV� EH\RQG� IHPDOH�

FRQWURO���

%HVLGHV�WKLV�ILQDQFLDO�DXWRQRP\��QRW�KDYLQJ�WR�WDNH�RQ�RXWVLGH�ZRUN��FRPELQHG�

ZLWK� KDYLQJ� WKH� ULJKW� WR� EH� SURYLGHG� IRU� E\� WKHLU� KXVEDQGV�� RIIHUV� WR� 1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQL�ZRPHQ�D�PXFK�GHVLUHG�FRQWURO��ZKLFK�WKH\�DOO�H[HUFLVH��RYHU�WKHLU�RZQ�WLPH�

RQFH�WKH�\RXQJHVW�FKLOG�EHJLQV�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��$�QXPEHU�RI�PRWKHUV�,�NQRZ�KDYH�EHJXQ�

DWWHQGLQJ�D�ORFDO�J\P�DQG�WDNLQJ�GULYLQJ�OHVVRQV��$OVR��SULRU�WR�VWDUWLQJ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��

VRFLDO� JUDQWV� FDQ� SURYLGH� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� ZLWK� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQ� WKH� ORFDO�

FRPPXQLW\� WKH\� PLJKW� QRW� RWKHUZLVH� KDYH�� )RU� <DOGD�� WKLV� LQFOXGHV� SD\LQJ� IRU�

VZLPPLQJ� OHVVRQV� DQG� IHHV� IRU� KHU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� FULFNHW� DQG�

EDVNHWEDOO�WHDPV���

0RQH\�FUHDWHV�DQG�VKDSHV�WLHV�RI�UHFLSURFLW\��7KH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�IORZ�DQG�WKH�

QDWXUH�RI�H[SHQVHV� DQG�VDYLQJV�GHWHUPLQH� WKH�NLQG�RI� UHODWLRQVKLS�FLUFXPVFULEHG�E\�
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PRQH\�� :KLOH� JHQGHUHG� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI� PRQH\� LV� WKH� UXOH� DQG� QRW� WKH� H[FHSWLRQ�

DPRQJ�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�� WKH�ERXQGDULHV�RI� IHPLQLQLW\�DUH�HODVWLF� UDWKHU� WKDQ�FOHDU�FXW��

0RWKHUV� WDNH� DGYDQWDJH� RI� WKLV� HODVWLFLW\� LQ�GHILQLQJ� WKH�ERXQGDULHV�RI� WKHLU� VXEMHFW�

SRVLWLRQV� WKURXJK� WKHLU� QHJRWLDWLRQV� RI� VHHPLQJO\� FRKHUHQW� GLFKRWRPLHV� OLNH�

PDVFXOLQH�IHPLQLQH�� SURGXFWLRQ�UHSURGXFWLRQ�� TXDOLWDWLYH�TXDQWLWDWLYH�� 7KHVH�

GLVWLQFWLRQV� DUH� QRW� DEVROXWH�� DQG� DV� ,� KDYH� DUJXHG�� LW� LV� WKH� YHU\� HODVWLFLW\� DQG�

LQVWDELOLW\�RI�ERXQGDULHV� WKDW�DOORZ�IRU�WKLV�NLQG�RI�ERXQGDU\�ZRUN��WKXV�EHFRPLQJ�D�

UHVRXUFH� IRU�PRWKHUV� LQ� GHILQLQJ� WKH� H[WHQW� DQG� FRQWHQW� RI� WKHLU� VXEMHFWLYLWLHV�� 7KH�

IRFXV�RQ�PRQH\�KDV�DOORZHG�PH�QRW�RQO\�WR�GHILQH�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�FDUH�DQG�ZRUN�

DV� FRPSOHPHQWDU\�� ZKLFK� LV� QRW� QHZ�� EXW� WR� LGHQWLI\� DQG� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� NLQG� RI�

IHPDOH�DXWRQRP\�LQKHUHQW�LQ�WKLV�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�PRGHO��VWUHQJWKHQHG�LQ�WKH�LQWHUIDFH�

EHWZHHQ� WKLV�PRGHO�DQG�VWDWH� LQFHQWLYHV� OLNH�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�VRFLDO�JUDQWV� LQ�1RUZD\��

$FFRUGLQJO\��P\�PDWHULDO�KDV�OHG�PH�WR�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�RIWHQ�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG�OLQHDULW\�

RI�LQWHJUDWLRQ���

,Q� WKH� WZR� ILQDO� FKDSWHUV� ,� FRQWLQXH� WR� GLVFXVV� ERXQGDULHV� DQG� ERXQGDU\�

PDNLQJ�RI�VLPLODULW\�DQG�GLIIHUHQFH��,�H[SORUH�WZR�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV��WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�

&KLOG� +HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV� �3&+6�� DQG� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� H[DPLQLQJ� WKH� VSDFHV� IRU�

GLYHUVLW\� LQ�SDUHQWLQJ� LGHDOV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�� DQG�VWUHHW�level bureaucrats’ involvement 

LQ� JRYHUQLQJ� WKHVH�� ,Q� WKH� QH[W� FKDSWHU�� ,� H[SORUH� LQWHUDFWLRQV� EHWZHHQ�PRWKHUV� DQG�

KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�H[SORULQJ�JRYHUQDQFH�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�RI�

WKH�IDPLO\��DQG�WKH�GLOHPPDV�RI�FDUH�DQG�FRQWURO�WKDW�ERWK�PRWKHUV�DQG�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�

DFWLYHO\�HQJDJH�LQ��,Q�&KDSWHU�����,�H[SDQG�RQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�FDULQJ�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�

SUDFWLFHV� WR� LQFOXGH� SDUHQWKRRG� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� RI� $OQD� ERURXJK� PRUH�

EURDGO\�� 7KLV� PRYH� IURP� QHJRWLDWLRQV� LQ� LQWLPDWH� VSKHUHV� �&KDSWHUV� �� DQG� ��� WR�

QHJRWLDWLRQV� LQ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� DUHQDV� �&KDSWHUV� �� DQG� ���� LV� QHFHVVDU\� LQ� RUGHU� WR�

SURYLGH�D�EURDG� DQG�PXOWL�OD\HUHG�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�PRWKHUKRRG�DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� DQG�

WKH�JRYHUQDQFH�WKHUHRI��$OVR��WKLV�EULQJV�IXUWKHU�OLJKW�WR�PRWKHULQJ�ZRUN�DV�D�IRUP�RI�

HQJDJHPHQW�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�VHHN�WR�VKDSH�IXWXUH�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�FLWL]HQV���
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Chapter 9  

Governing for empowerment:  

Meeting migrant mothers ‘where they 

are’  
�

�

�

 

7KH�UHFHSWLRQ�URRP�LV�ODUJH�DQG�DLU\��ZLWK�SOHQW\�RI�IORRU�VSDFH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�
UXQ�RU�FUDZO�DURXQG�RQ��7R�WKH�OHIW�RI�WKH�GRRU�LV�D�ORQJ�WDEOH�ZKHUH�EDELHV�WR�
OLH�GRZQ�WR�JHW�WKHUH�QDSSLHV�FKDQJHG��2Q�WKH�ZDOO�DERYH�DUH�UDFNV�RI�OHDIOHWV��
VRPH�RI�WKHP�LQ�VHYHUDO�ODQJXDJHV��LQWHQGHG�IRU�SDUHQWV��7KH\�FRQWDLQ�YDULRXV�
kinds of information, ranging from ‘what to do if your child is [diabetic, 
allergic, disabled]’, as well as a leaflet on ‘late bloomer ladies’ (lesbian 
QHWZRUN�� DQG� DGYLFH� DJDLQVW� H[FHVVLYH� JDPEOLQJ�� 7KHUH� DUH� DOVR� DGYHUWV� IRU�
nannies, ‘for sale’ notices with photos of second�KDQG�SUDPV�DQG�FDU�VHDWV��WR�
DQQRXQFHPHQWV� RI� DFWLYLWLHV� WKH� ERURXJK� RIIHUV� IRU� SDUHQWV�� FKLOGUHQ� DQG�
IDPLOLHV��PXFK�RI�WKLV�LV�RXW�GDWHG���2Q�WKH�WDEOH�E\�WKH�RSSRVLWH�ZDOO�WKHUH�DUH�
scales and a ‘measuring station’ for babies, and, on the floor, scales for older 
children who can stand. On the other side of the entrance door, in a ‘quiet 
corner’, there are two comfortable�ZLQJ�FKDLUV��ZKHUH�PRWKHUV�FDQ�EUHDVWIHHG�
WKHLU�EDELHV��)LQDOO\�� WKHUH�DUH�ERRNV�DQG�WR\V�IRU�ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�SOD\�ZLWK�
ZKLOH�ZDLWLQJ�WR�EH�FDOOHG�LQWR�WKH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�URRP���

7KLV�UHFHSWLRQ�URRP��DQG�RWKHUV�OLNH�LW��DW�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�
6HUYLFHV��3&+6��LV�QHYHU�UHDOO\�FURZGHG��EXW�RIWHQ�ILOOHG�ZLWK�D�FRQVWDQW�DQG�
DOPRVW� PHGLWDWLYH� EX]]� IURP� SDUHQWV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ�� 2Q� D� W\SLFDO� GD\�� VRPH�
SDUHQWV�FRPH�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�UHJXODU�FRQVXOWDWLRQV��VRPH�IRU�IROORZ�XS�
DW� WKHLU� RZQ� UHTXHVW� RU� WKDW� RI� SURIHVVLRQDOV�� RWKHUV� FRPH� MXVW� WR�ZHLJK� DQG�
PHDVXUH�WKH�FKLOG�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�UHFRUG��RXW�RI�JHQHUDO�LQWHUHVW�RU�PRUH�VSHFLILF�
concerns. Parents often exchange complimentary remarks on each other’s 
children, like ‘she has so much hair!’ or ‘he has four teeth already?’ or they 
DVN�TXHVWLRQV��OLNH�‘that is a nice woollen jacket she is wearing, did you knit it 
yourself?’ or ‘those are clever non-slip socks, where did you buy them?’, or 
they play with their own or others’ babies. Today, the centre is running beKLQG�
VFKHGXOH��VR�WKHUH�LV�PRUH�WLPH�IRU�WKLV�NLQG�RI�WDON�����

                                                           
����&HFLOLH�%DVEHUJ�1HXPDQQ��������UHSRUWV�PRUH�VPDOO�WDON�LQ�3&+6�LQ�2VOR�:HVW�WKDQ�LQ�2VOR�(DVW��
7KHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�PRUH�WR\V�WKHUH��DQG�SRVWHUV�RI�FXWH�DQLPDOV��SODQWV�DQG�ORYLQJ�IDPLOLHV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
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7KH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�URRPV�DUH�VLWXDWHG�EH\RQG�WKH�UHFHSWLRQ�DUHD��+HDOWK�
YLVLWRUV�� SK\VLRWKHUDSLVWV� DQG� GRFWRUV� XVH� WKHVH� URRPV� IRU� LQGLYLGXDO�
FRQVXOWDWLRQV�� *URXS� FRQVXOWDWLRQV�� ZKLFK� ERWK� SK\VLRWKHUDSLVWV� DQG� KHDOWK�
YLVLWRUV�GR��DUH�KHOG�LQ�D�ODUJHU�URRP��&HFLOLH��WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�ZKRVH�JURXS�,�
DP�KHUH�WR�DWWHQG��FRPHV�WKURXJK�WR�WKH�UHFHSWLRQ�DUHD��JDWKHUV�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�
LV�JRLQJ�IRU�WKH�ILYH�PRQWKV�JURXS�FRQVXOWDWLRQ��DQG�JXLGHV�WKHP�WR�WKH�ODUJH�
FRQVXOWDWLRQ� URRP�� $� IHZ� PLQXWHV� ODWHU� VKH� UHWXUQV� WR� LQIRUP� PH� WKDW� WKH�
SDUHQWV�DUH�KDSS\�WR�KDYH�PH�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ��DQG�WKDW�,�DP�ZHOFRPH�WR�MRLQ���

7KH� SDUHQWV� DOO� WXUQ� WR� ORRN� DW�PH�ZKHQ� ,� HQWHU� WKH� URRP�� DQG� D� IHZ�
VPLOH�DW�PH��ZKLFK�DOZD\V�PDNHV�PH�IHHO�OHVV�LQWUXVLYH��$V�XVXDO��QR�TXHVWLRQV�
DUH� DVNHG� DIWHU� ,� KDYH� SUHVHQWHG� P\� SURMHFW� DQG� P\VHOI�� $W� WKLV� SDUWLFXODU�
JURXS��ZKLFK� LV� IDLUO\� W\SLFDO��PRWKHUV�DQG� IDWKHUV�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�QDWLRQDO�
EDFNJURXQGV� DWWHQG�� 7KHUH� DUH� WZR� IDWKHUV� �ERWK� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ��� DQG� VL[�
PRWKHUV��IURP�6\ULD��%RVQLD��3DNLVWDQ�>�@�DQG�1RUZD\�>�@�������

While the health visitor does her ‘rounds’, examining the babies 
VRPDWLFDOO\�� WKH� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� JRHV� XQFRQVWUDLQHG�� DQG� DOO� SDUWLFLSDWH�� H[FHSW�
IRU� WKH� 6\ULDQ� ZRPDQ�����([DPLQLQJ� HDFK� FKLOG� LQGLYLGXDOO\�� &HFLOLH� FKHFNV�
WKH�IRQWDQHO�RQ�WKH�WRS�RI�WKHLU�KHDGV��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DUH�VWURQJ�HQRXJK�WR�KROG�
RQWR�KHU�ILQJHU�V���DQG�WR�OLIW�WKHPVHOYHV�XS�LQWR�D�VLWWLQJ�SRVLWLRQ��WR�KROG�WKHLU�
KHDGV� XS�ZLWKRXW� DVVLVWDQFH�� LI� WKH\� FDQ� OLH� RQ� WKHLU� WXPPLHV� DQG� UDLVH� WKHLU�
XSSHU�ERG\� DQG�KHDG�ZKLOH� UHVWLQJ�RQ� WKHLU� HOERZV�� LI� WKH\� FDQ� �RU�ZDQW� WR��
attempt to ‘stand’ on their legs while she holds them across their little chests, 
LI�WKH\�UHDFK�IRU�D�WR\�VKH�KROGV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKHP��DQG�LI�WKH\�DUH�DWWHQWLYH�DQG�
UHVSRQVLYH�ZKHQ�VKH�VSHDNV�WR�WKHP��&HFLOLH�DOVR�DVNV�WKH�SDUHQWV�LI�WKH�FKLOG�
LV� DEOH� WR� WXUQ� DURXQG� IURP� EDFN� WR� IURQW� RU� IURQW� WR� EDFN�� 6KH� QRWHV� WKHVH�
SK\VLFDO� PRWRU� VNLOOV� DQG� FRJQLWLYH� GHYHORSPHQWV� RQ� DQ� $�� FKDUW� ZKHUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� IURP� WKH� SUHYLRXV� FRQVXOWDWLRQ� KDV� EHHQ� QRWHG� DQG� SULQWHG� RXW��
&HFLOLH�KDV��E\�KDQG��DGGHG�NH\ZRUGV�FRQFHUQLQJ�VRPH�RI� WKH�EDELHV�� WKLQJV�
VKH�ZLVKHV�WR�H[DPLQH�IXUWKHU��RU�TXHVWLRQV�VKH�ZLVKHV�WR�DVN�WKH�SDUHQWV���

*URXSV�GLIIHU� LQ�KRZ�YHUEDOO\� DFWLYH� WKH\�DUH�� DQG� WKXV�ZKDW� UROH� WKH�
KHDOWK�YLVLWRU� WDNHV� LQ�SURPSWLQJ� WKH� WRSLFV�VKH�DLPV� WR�GHDO�ZLWK��7KLV� LV�DQ�
DFWLYH�JURXS��VR�VKH�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WR�WDNH�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�RIWHQ��EXW�VLPSO\�VWHHUV�
WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DV�LW�SURJUHVVHV��ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�IROORZ�XS�TXHVWLRQV�WR�JHW�WR�
WKH� SRLQWV� VKH� DLPV� WR� FRYHU�� &HFLOLH� FRPHV� DFURVV� DV� FRQILGHQW� DQG�
H[SHULHQFHG�� 2QH� RI� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� ZRPHQ�� 3DUYHHQ� ������ ZKR� LV�
KHUH�ZLWK�KHU� VHFRQG�FKLOG��PHQWLRQV� WKDW� VKH�ERXJKW�D�EDE\�ZDONHU� �gåstol��
IRU�KHU�ILUVW�FKLOG��DQG�DVNV�WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�IRU�KHU�RSLQLRQ��DV�VKH�LQWHQGV�WR�

                                                                                                                                                                      
LQIRUPDWLRQ� OHDIOHWV�DQG�SRVWHUV� �1HXPDQQ������������,�KDYH�QRW�YLVLWHG�DV�PDQ\�FOLQLFV�DV�1HXPDQQ�
KDV��QRU�KDYH�,�EHHQ�WR�FOLQLFV�LQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�SDUWV�RI�WKH�FLW\��EXW�,�GR�ILQG�WKDW�LQ�WKH�FOLQLFV� LQ�$OQD�
ZKHUH� WKH� OD\RXW� ZDV� RSHQ�� DQG� WKH� URRPV� ODUJH�� VPDOO� WDON� ZDV� FRPPRQ� DQG�PXFK� DSSUHFLDWHG� E\�
SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV��7KH�3DNLVWDQL� IDPLOLHV� ,�JRW� WR�NQRZ�KDG� IHZ�QRQ�3DNLVWDQL� IULHQGV�ZKRP�
WKH\� VDZ� UHJXODUO\�� )RU� WKHP�� DQG� RWKHU� SDUHQWV�ZLWK� D�PLJUDQW� EDFNJURXQG�� VHWWLQJV� OLNH� 3&+6� DUH�
DPRQJ�WKH�IHZ�SODFHV�ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�PDMRULW\�1RUZHJLDQV�DQG�VSHDN�1RUZHJLDQ� 
����,Q�WKLV�JURXS�,�KDG�QRW�PHW�DQ\�RI�WKH�SDUHQWV�SULRU�WR�WKH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ��
����6KH�ZDV�ODWHU�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�JURXSV�DQG�JLYHQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�EHFDXVH�VKH�FRXOG�QRW�IROORZ�
WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ� WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU� VDLG�grøt �SRUULGJH��� WKH�PRWKHU� WKRXJKW� WKDW�
VKH� VDLG� gråt �FU\LQJ��� :KHQ� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� GRXEW� WKH� ODQJXDJH� FDSDFLW\� RI� SDUHQWV�� WKH\� EHFRPH�
LQVHFXUH�DERXW�ZKHUH�WR�SXW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�JURXS�FRQVXOWDWLRQ��6RPHWLPHV�WKLV�OHDGV�
WKHP� WR� JLYH� VRPH� SDUHQWV� LQGLYLGXDO� FRQYHUVDWLRQV�� EXW� DVVHVVLQJ� ODQJXDJH� SURILFLHQF\� LV� DOVR�
FRQVLGHUHG�D�SDUW�RI�GDLO\�URXWLQH��DQG�WKXV�QRUPDO�LQ�DOO�JURXSV���
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XVH�WKLV�DOVR� IRU�KHU�VHFRQG�FKLOG��&HFLOLH� ORRNV�DW�3DUYHHQ�DV�VKH�WDONV��VD\V�
QRWKLQJ��DQG�GRHV�QRW�FKDQJH�KHU�H[SUHVVLRQ���

:KHQ� 3DUYHHQ� KDV� ILQLVKHG� WDONLQJ�� &HFLOLH� VD\V� WKDW� WKHVH� ZDONLQJ�
FKDLUV� DFWXDOO\� GHOD\� SK\VLFDO� GHYHORSPHQW� DQG� VKRXOG� QRW� EH� XVHG�� 3DUYHHQ�
WKHQ� H[SODLQV� WKDW� VKH� GLG� QRW� XVH� LW� PXFK�� EXW� XVHG� LW� LQVWHDG� RI� D� URFNHU�
�vippestol�����ZKHQ� VKH� QHHGHG� WR� FRRN�� DV� VKH� GLG� QRW�ZDQW� WR� VWDQG� E\� WKH�
VWRYH�ZLWK�ERLOLQJ�IRRG�DQG�IU\LQJ�IDW�ZLWK�WKH�EDE\�RQ�KHU�DUP��:KHQ�&HFLOLH�
asked about Parveen’s rationale for her buying this, rather than a vippestol��
Parveen answers, ‘it was typical of the previous generation [her parents] to 
have these things as they themselves did not have them as children […] Just 
like soft drinks and sweets…my parents now want to give my son [3 years old] 
cake, but I say no, he is not allowed to have cake. Then they say, ‘just a little. 
We gave you cake and you turned out fine’.’ [Laughter, recognition from other 
SDUHQWV�@�

7KH�conversation turns to food. Cecilie again takes a ‘round’ and asks 
HYHU\RQH� LQGLYLGXDOO\� LI� WKH\� KDYH� EHJXQ� WR� LQWURGXFH� VROLGV� WR� WKHLU� EDELHV��
$OO� EDELHV�� H[FHSW� RQH�� KDYH� VWDUWHG� HDWLQJ� VROLGV�� FRPPRQO\� DV� DQ� HYHQLQJ�
PHDO��7D\DED�������WKH�RWKHU�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHU��LQVLVWV�RQ�H[FOXVLYH�
EUHDVWIHHGLQJ� IRU� VL[�PRQWKV�� IRU�ZKLFK�&HFLOLH� ODWHU�JLYHV�KHU�FUHGLW�� ,Q� WKLV�
JURXS��DOO�EDELHV�DUH�EUHDVWIHG��7KH�1RUZHJLDQ�PRWKHU��.ODUD��UHWXUQV�WR�ZRUN�
DIWHU�KHU�PDWHUQLW\�OHDYH�LQ�D�PRQWK��DQG�JLYHV�WKH�EDE\�VROLGV�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH�
D�GD\�WR�PDNH�LW�HDVLHU�IRU�WKH�IDWKHU�WR�WDNH�RYHU��&HFLOLH�OLVWHQV�WR�HYHU\RQH��
ZLWKRXW�JLYLQJ�DQ\�LQGLFDWLRQV�DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�VKH�WKLQNV�WKDW�.ODUD��7D\DED�RU�
WKH�RWKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�VSRNHQ�DUH�ULJKW�RU�ZURQJ��VKH�VLPSO\�QRGV��DQG�ORRNV�WR�
the other parents to see their reactions to each other’s ways of doing things. 
(OYLUD�� WKH�%RVQLDQ�PRWKHU�� VD\V� WKDW� WKH\� KDYH� LQWURGXFHG� SRUULGJH� WR� OLWWOH�
Adila and that ‘she likes the one from the shop…I can’t remember what it is 
called, but it has banana in it.’ Cecilie raises her eyebrows in a sudden alert 
move and says that one should be ‘careful’ with banana as it can cause 
DOOHUJLHV�����

7KHUH� LV� VRPH� JHQHUDO� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� DERXW� IRRG�� DQG� SDUHQWV� VKDUH�
H[SHULHQFHV� DQG� DGYLFH� RQ� KRZ� WR� JHW� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� WR� OLNH� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI�
IRRG��KRZ�WR�LQWURGXFH�PRUH�OXPSV�LQ�IRRG�>VRPH�KDYH�ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ�WRR�DQG�
WKXV�PRUH�H[SHULHQFH� WR� VKDUH�ZLWK�RWKHUV@��ZKDW� W\SHV�RI�SRUULGJH� WKH\�XVH��
DQG�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZKHQ�WKH�EDELHV�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�HDW�YHJHWDEOH�SXUHH��EXW�RQO\�
WKH� VZHHWHU�YDULDQWV�ZLWK� IUXLWV��7KH�JURXS�EHFRPHV� VLOHQW� IRU� D�ELW��3DUYHHQ�
ORRNV� DW� VOHHSLQJ� -HQQ\�� WKH� GDXJKWHU� RI�.QXW�� RQH� RI� WKH� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�
IDWKHUV��DQG�DVNV�&HFLOLH��‘I see that Jenny now is sleeping on her side. I have 
been told that this is not OK. Is it OK?’�
�
&HFLOLH��� Where did you hear that?�
3DUYHHQ��� They told me at the hospital.��
&HFLOLH��� And what was their reason for saying this?�
3DUYHHQ�  They did not give a reason. They just told me it, as a fact.  
&HFLOLH�� >VKDNHV�KHU�KHDG�LQ�ZKDW�,�LQWHUSUHW�WR�EH�GLVDJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�

DGYLFH�� EXW�ZKLFK� FRXOG� DOVR� KDYH� EHHQ� LQ� IUXVWUDWLRQ� EHFDXVH�
WKH\�KDG�QRW�H[SODLQHG�ZK\�WR�3DUYHHQ��RU�ERWK��6KH�WKHQ�ORRNV�

                                                           
����&RPPRQO\�XVHG�LQ�1RUZD\���
����,W�LV�H[WUHPHO\�UDUH�WKDW�EDELHV�GHYHORS�WKLV�NLQG�RI�DOOHUJ\��3HUKDSV�DGGLQJ�WR�WKH�FRQIXVLRQ�RI�WKLV�
LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW��LQ�1RUZD\��EDQDQD�RIWHQ�LV�JLYHQ�EDELHV�DV�D�ILUVW�VROLG���
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DURXQG� DW� WKH� RWKHU� SDUHQWV@�� – When it comes to sleeping 
routines…you can begin to introduce this around six months.��

�

(WKQRJUDSKLFDOO\�� WKLV� FKDSWHU� LV� ORFDWHG� DW� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV��

:LWKLQ�WKLV�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�RU�FOLQLFDO�VSDFH��LQWHUDFWLRQV�RFFXU�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV��PRWKHUV�

PRVWO\�� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV�� FKLHIO\� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV�� EXW� DOVR� EHWZHHQ� SDUHQWV� DQG�

PLGZLYHV�� PHGLFDO� GRFWRUV� DQG� SK\VLRWKHUDSLVWV� ��� �%HFDXVH� WKH� 3&+6� KDYH� D�

XQLYHUVDOLVWLF�PDQGDWH��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DUH�WKH�JURXS�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZLWK�WKH�FORVHVW�

WLHV�ERWK�WR�WKH�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�DQG�WR�IDPLOLHV��,I�QHFHVVDU\��WKH\�FDQ��DV�LW�IRUPV�SDUW�RI�

WKHLU� PDQGDWH�� SUDFWLVH� SUHYHQWLRQ� DQG� HDUO\� LQWHUYHQWLRQ� LQ� IDPLOLHV� �$QGUHZV�

���������LQ�1HXPDQQ������������7KLV�LV�QRW�D�FKDSWHU�DERXW�WKHLU�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP�DV�

VXFK��VHH�'DKO�	�&ODQF\��������'DKO��&ODQF\�	�$QGUHZV���������5DWKHU��P\�VWXG\�

GLIIHUV� IURP� WKHVH�RWKHU� VWXGLHV�RI�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV� LQ�1RUZD\� LQ� WKDW� ,�DP�FRQFHUQHG�

QRW� PHUHO\� ZLWK� SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG� WKHLU� PDQGDWH�� EXW� DOVR� ZLWK� SDUHQWV� DQG� WKHLU�

LQWHUDFWLRQV�ZLWK�SURIHVVLRQDOV���

,�GR�QRW� ORFDWH�P\VHOI�ZLWKLQ� WKH�ILHOG�RI�PHGLFDO�DQWKURSRORJ\�E\�H[SORULQJ�

DHWLRORJLHV� RU� H[SODQDWRU\� PRGHOV� �.OHLQPDQ�� ������ LQ� D� PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W� �VHH�

&KDYH]�� ����������5DWKHU�� ,� DP� FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� SDUHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO� LQWHUDFWLRQV��0\�

IRFXV�LV�WZR�fold: I explore health visitors’ professional dilHPPDV�RI�FDUH�DQG�FRQWURO�

DQG� KRZ� WKH\� GHDO�ZLWK� WKHVH� LQ�PHHWLQJ� D� GLYHUVH� SRSXODWLRQ�� ,Q� GRLQJ� WKLV�� ,� DP�

FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� WKH� kinds RI� NQRZOHGJH� WKDW� DUH� WUDQVPLWWHG� DQG� WKH�ways� LQ�ZKLFK�

WKH\� DUH� WUDQVPLWWHG�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� ,� GUDZ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� KRZ�PRWKHUV� DUWLFXODWH� WKHLU�

H[SHFWDWLRQV�WR�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DQG�WKHLU�UHDFWLRQV�WR�WKH�NLQG�RI�DGYLFH�DQG�JXLGDQFH�

they receive there. In exploring governance from both professionals’ and mothers’ 

SHUVSHFWLYHV�� ,� LGHQWLI\� D�QXPEHU�RI�SDUDGR[HV�DORQJ� WKH� VFDOHV�RI�FDUH�DQG�FRQWURO��

DXWKRULW\� DQG� FKRLFH�� DQG� HPSRZHUPHQW� DQG� GLVHPSRZHUPHQW�� ,Q� H[SORULQJ� WKHVH�

PDWWHUV��,�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�H[DPSOH�DERYH�ZKHQ�UHOHYDQW���

,Q� &KDSWHU� ��� ,� H[SORUHG� WKH� GLVFRQWLQXLW\� \RXQJ� PRWKHUV� PD\� H[SHULHQFH�

today compared to their own mothers’ PRWKHUKRRGV�� ,Q�&KDSWHU���� ,� GLVFXVVHG�KRZ�
                                                           
����+HDOWK�YLVLWRUV�KROG�PRVW�RI� WKH�FRQVXOWDWLRQV��VHH�&KDSWHU�����DQG�DUH�E\� IDU� WKH� ODUJHVW�JURXS�RI�
SURIHVVLRQDOV�DW�WKH�3&+6��
����+DG�,�SODFHG�PRUH�IRFXV�RQ�DQWHQDWDO�FDUH��VHH�PHWKRGV�VHFWLRQ��&KDSWHU�����,�FRXOG�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�
PRUH� FRQYHQWLRQDO� PHGLFDO� DQWKURSRORJLFDO� LVVXHV� VXFK� DV� YLHZV� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH� ERG\�� WKHUDSHXWLF�
SURMHFWV��HWF��7KLV�LV�FHUWDLQO\�UHOHYDQW��2QH�PLGZLIH�WROG�PH�WKDW�ZLWK�PRVW�ILUVW�WLPH�PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�
WR�EH��VKH�GUDZV�WKH�IHPDOH�ERG\�IRU�WKHP��H[SODLQLQJ�ZKHUH�WKH�EDE\�LV��ZKDW�LW�QHHGV�DQG�ZK\��DQG�
SUHSDUHV� WKHP� IRU� WKH� ELUWK� WR� FRPH� E\� H[SODLQLQJ� KRZ� WKH� ERG\� UHDFWV� DQG�ZRUNV��$ORQJ� WKH� VDPH�
OLQHV�� +DGL\D� VXJJHVWHG� WKDW� ,� VKRXOG� IRFXV� P\� VWXG\� RQ� KRVSLWDOV�� DQG� WKH� ODFN� RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RU�
IROORZ�XS�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�PDQ\�QHZ�PRWKHUV��



281 
 

PHQWRUV�DQG�PRWKHUV�QHJRWLDWHG�PRGHOV�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�XQOHYHOOHG�ILHOG�DW�WKH�

,&'3�FRXUVHV��ZKLOH�&KDSWHU���DGGUHVVHG�WKH�DFWXDO�SUDFWLFHV�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�

GLOHPPDV� RI� VRFLDOLVLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� D� PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W�� ,QWHUDFWLRQV� LQ� WKH� 3&+6�

EULQJ�LQ�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�GLPHQVLRQ�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKHVH�FURVV�SUHVVXUHV�DQG�WKXV�WKH�

ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV�VWDNH�RXW�WKHLU�SDUHQWKRRG�DQG�SDUHQWLQJ��

0RUHRYHU�� LW�DGGV�WR�P\�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI� WKH�,&'3�FRXUVHV��&KDSWHU����DQG�RI�JHQGHU�

�&KDSWHU����LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�SURIHVVLRQDOV�KHUH�ZRUN�DW�JRYHUQLQJ�

PRWKHUV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�ZD\� WR�UHDFK�WKH�IDPLO\�PRUH�EURDGO\��

DQG� WKURXJK� WKLV� VKDSH� WKH� JHQGHUHG� PRGHV� RI� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� VRFLHW\� WKDW� IDPLO\�

LGHDOV� DQG� RUJDQLVDWLRQV� RSHQ� XS� IRU�� ,Q� WHUPV� RI�P\�PDLQ� UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQV�� WKLV�

FKDSWHU�� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� &KDSWHU� ��� VHHNV� WR� DQVZHU� TXHVWLRQ� QXPEHU� WZR� ZKLFK�

FRQFHUQV�WKH�JRYHUQLQJ�RI�SDUHQWKRRG�DQG�WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�DW�WKH�MXQFWXUH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�

NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJHV��

$V� ZH� ZLOO� VHH�� HPSRZHUPHQW� LV� D� FHQWUDO� PRWLYDWLRQ� DQG� OHJLWLPDWLRQ� IRU�

SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG� WKHLU� JRYHUQLQJ� VWUDWHJLHV�� DQG� FDQ� EH� XQGHUVWRRG� ERWK� DV� D�

WHFKQLTXH�DQG�DV�D�UDWLRQDOLW\�RI�JRYHUQDQFH��0LOOHU�	�5RVH��������LQIRUPLQJ�KHDOWK�

visitors’ practice and mothers’ responses to this. Yet, I am not concerned with 

ZKHWKHU� PRWKHUV� DUH� RU� EHFRPH� HPSRZHUHG� RU� QRW�� P\� IRFXV� LV� PRUH� RQ�

professionals’ strategies in attempting to facilitate this, and mothers’ various forms of�

UHVLVWDQFH� WR� EHLQJ� JRYHUQHG� WKURXJK� WKH� PHWKRGV� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� XVH�� DQG� WKHLU�

UHDVRQV�IRU�WKLV��$QGHUVVRQ�HW�DO���������0DKPRRG��������6FRWW��������9LNH����������

:KHUHDV� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� DLP� WR� IDFLOLWDWH� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� VHOI�UHIOHFWLYH�

VXEMHFWV�ZKR�GHVLUH�VHOI�UHDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�DUH�ERWK�DEOH�DQG�ZLOOLQJ�WR�PDNH�DXWRQRPRXV�

choices, the mothers’ desire and need for clear professional advice places them in a 

PRUH�VWUDWLILHG�DQG�KLHUDUFKLFDO�VRFLDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��3DUDGR[LFDOO\�� WKLV�GHVLUH�RQ� WKH�

SDUW� RI� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� IRU� FOHDU� LQVWUXFWLRQV� DQG� XQDPELJXRXV�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�LV�PRWLYDWHG�E\�D�ORQJLQJ�IRU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�PDNH�VHOI�

UHIOHFWHG�� DXWRQRPRXV� FKRLFHV�� 7KH\� QHHG� FRQFUHWH� NQRZOHGJH� WR� GHDO� ZLWK� WKH�

FRQWUDGLFWLRQV� DQG� DPELYDOHQFHV� RI� LQGLYLGXDOLVDWLRQ� �%HFN� 	� %HFN�*HUQVKHLP��

�������DQG� WR�VWUHQJWKHQ� WKHLU�DUJXPHQWV� LQ� WKLV�SURFHVV�DQG�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK�RWKHU�

NLQGV� RI� DGYLFH� IURP� RWKHU� VRXUFHV�� SULPDULO\� WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKHQ��

LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� DQG� HWKQLF�PDMRULW\� SURIHVVLRQDOV� KDYH� VLPLODU� DLPV�� EXW� WKH\�

HQYLVLRQ�GLIIHUHQW�PHWKRGV�IRU�JHWWLQJ�WKHUH��,Q�H[SORULQJ�WKHVH�PXOWLSOH[�GLOHPPDV�RI�

FDUH�DQG�FRQWURO�LQ�WKLV�FOLQLFDO�FRQWH[W��,�DVN���
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�� How do health visitors meet and manage a diverse population, and how do 

they deal with their own dilemmas of professionalism in an institutional 

context?  

�� How do mothers respond to health visitors’ transcripts of governance, and in 

what types of situations do the official admonitions clash or correspond with 

the mothers' values and practices? How and why do mothers articulate their 

needs, demands and resistance to health visitors’ rationalities and 

technologies?  

�

Transcripts: Making sense of governance, resistance and agency  
�

…you can regulate others, enmesh them in a web of codes aQG� VWDQGDUGV��

FRXSOLQJ� WKHVH�ZLWK� VDQFWLRQV� IRU� WUDQVJUHVVLRQ�DQG�RU� UHZDUGV�RI�REHGLHQFH��

<RX� FDQ� FDSWLYDWH� RWKHUV�� VHGXFH� WKHP�ZLWK� \RXU� FKDUPV� DQG� SRZHUV�� ELQG�

WKHP� WR�\RXU�YDOXHV� WKURXJK� WKH�FKDULVPDWLF� IRUFH�RI� \RXU�SHUVRQD��<RX�FDQ�

educate others, ‘change their minds’ as the saying goes, train, convince or 

SHUVXDGH� WKHP� WR� DGRSW� SDUWLFXODU� ZD\V� RI� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� H[SODLQLQJ��

UHDVRQLQJ�� HYDOXDWLQJ�� GHFLGLQJ�� VXFK� WKDW� WKH\�ZLOO� UHFDVW�ZKDW� WKH\�ZLVK� WR�

DFKLHYH�WKURXJK�UHFNRQLQJ�LQ�\RXU�WHUPV��2U�\RX�FDQ�FRQYHUW�RWKHUV��WUDQVIRUP�

WKHLU�SHUVRQKRRG�� WKHLU�ZD\V�RI� H[SHULHQFLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� WKHLU�ZRUOGV� VR�

WKDW� WKH\� XQGHUVWDQG� DQG� H[SODLQ� WKH�PHDQLQJ� DQG� QDWXUH� RI� OLIH�FRQGXFW� LQ�

IXQGDPHQWDOO\�QHZ�ZD\V���

�0LOOHU�	�5RVH������������

 

,Q� &KDSWHU� ��� ,� DUJXHG� DJDLQVW� WKH� PRUH� OLQHDU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� JRYHUQDQFH� WKDW�

HPHUJHV�LQ�WKH�TXRWH�DERYH��<HW��,�TXRWH�0LOOHU�DQG�5RVH�DW�OHQJWK�KHUH�EHFDXVH�WKHLU�

GHVFULSWLRQ� DOVR� –� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW� –� SURYLGHV� D� ILWWLQJ� LOOXVWUDWLRQ� RI� VRPH� RI� WKH�

LQWHUDFWLRQV� LQ� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV�� ,� DOVR� UHFRJQLVH� WKHVH� YDULHG�

rationalities DQG�technologies�LQ�P\�PDWHULDO��<HW��DV�DUJXHG��WKLV�LV�D�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�

RQO\� SUHVHQWV� RQH� GLPHQVLRQ� WR� JRYHUQDQFH�� +RZHYHU�� EHFDXVH� ,� XQGHUVWDQG�

JRYHUQDQFH�DV�ELGLUHFWLRQDO��DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�LV�QHHGHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�

both mothers’ and professionals’ perspectives. �
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� Before I discuss James Scott’s transcripts, I note that Miller and Rose tease out 

WZR�DVSHFWV�RQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�EXLOG�WKHLU�DQDO\VLV�RI�SUHVHQW�GD\�JRYHUQDQFH��ZKDW�WKH\�

refer to as ‘rationalities’ and ‘technologies’. Rationalities are the discursive political 

ILHOGV��HQFRPSDVVLQJ�VW\OHV�RI�WKLQNLQJ��FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WDVNV��LQFOXGLQJ�

IRUPV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG� LQWULQVLF�PRUDOLWLHV��7HFKQRORJLHV�DUH� WKH� WHFKQLTXHV�� WRROV��

SURFHGXUHV��GHYLFHV�DQG�SHUVRQQHO�WKDW�FDUU\�RXW�WKHVH�UDWLRQDOHV������������������VHH�

DOVR�5RVH��2
0DOOH\�	�9DOYHUGH���������$PRQJ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DW�$OQD�3&+6��RQH�DLP�

RI� WKH� HPSRZHUPHQW� UDWLRQDOLW\� LV� WR� ORZHU� WKH� EDUULHUV� EHWZHHQ� SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG�

SDUHQWV�� RSHQLQJ� XS� D� PRUH� OHYHO� GLDORJLFDO� ILHOG�� 7KLV� LV� GRQH� E\� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� D�

range of techniques or ‘technologies’–� VRPH� PRUH� VWUXFWXUDO�� OLNH� WKH� PRYH� IURP�

LQGLYLGXDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�WRZDUGV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�JURXS�FRQVXOWDWLRQV��

RWKHUV� PRUH� LQGLYLGXDO�� LPSOHPHQWHG� WKURXJK� WKH� SUDFWLFHV� RI� LQGLYLGXDO� KHDOWK�

YLVLWRUV�LQ�WKHLU�LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��7KLV�GLYLVLRQ�EHDUV�VLPLODULWLHV�

with Scott’s division of hidden and public transcripts in that there is a distinction 

Eetween practices and what ‘hides behind’ these. However, Miller and Rose focus 

RQO\�RQ�ZKDW�6FRWW�ZRXOG�WHUP�WKH�VFULSWV�RI�WKH�GRPLQDWLQJ��QRW�WKRVH�GRPLQDWHG���

�

Public, hidden and alternative transcripts 
$V�GLVFXVVHG� LQ�&KDSWHU����6FRWW�DUJXHV� IRU� WKH�QHcessity of understanding peoples’ 

DUWLFXODWLRQV�DV�FHQWUDO�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�JRYHUQDQFH��DQG�WKXV�SUHVHQWV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�

WR� )RXFDXOW�� ,Q� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� JRYHUQDQFH� DV� D� WZR�VLGHG� SURFHVV�� LQFOXGLQJ�

PRWLYDWLRQV� DQG�DUWLFXODWLRQV�RI�ERWK� WKRVH�JRYHUQLQJ�DQG� WKRVH�EHLQJ� JRYHUQHG��KH�

KDV�GHYHORSHG�KLV�WKHRULHV�RI hidden�DQG�public WUDQVFULSWV���

$�SXEOLF�WUDQVFULSW�LV�DFWHG�RXW�RSHQO\�DQG�FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�QRUPDWLYH�E\�

those dominating, whereas hidden transcripts are expressed ‘offstage’ �6FRWW���������

���� 7KH� public transcript, Scott writes, is a ‘shorthand way of describing the open 

interaction between subordinates and those who dominate’, designed to be impressive, 

FRQFHDO� WKH� IDXOWV� RI� DQG� QDWXUDOLVH� WKH� SRZHU� RI� WKH� GRPLQDQW� ��������� ����� ‘By 

definition’, he writes, ‘the hidden transcript represents discourse –� JHVWXUH�� VSHHFK��

SUDFWLFHV�–�WKDW�LV�RUGLQDULO\�H[FOXGHG�IURP�WKH�SXEOLF�WUDQVFULSW�RI�VXERUGLQDWHV�E\�WKH�

exercise of power. The practice of domination, then, creates the hidden transcript’ 

�6FRWW�� ���������� 7KHUH� LV� WKXV� D� GLDOHFWLFDO� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WUDQVFULSWV��

/LNHZLVH�� 6FRWW� DUJXHV� WKDW� HYHQ� ZKHQ� SHRSOH� DJUHH� RSHQO\�ZLWK� WKH� SXEOLF� VFULSW��
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WKH\�PD\�SURWHVW�DJDLQVW�LW�LQ�SULYDWH��ZKLFK�IXUWKHU�VWUHQJWKHQV�RU�HYHQ�OHJLWLPLVHV�WKH�

SXEOLF�WUDQVFULSW������������

)RU�6FRWW�� ERWK� WKH�GRPLQDWLQJ�DQG� WKRVH�GRPLQDWHG�KDYH�KLGGHQ� DQG�SXEOLF�

WUDQVFULSWV�� 7KH� GRPLQDWLQJ� SRZHU�� ZULWHV� 6FRWW�� GHYHORSV� KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSWV�

‘representing the practices and claims of their rule that cannot be openly avowed’ 

�6FRWW�������[LL���<HW��KLV�PDLQ�FRQFHUQ�LV�QRW�WKHVH�KLGGHQ�VFULSWV��5DWKHU��KH�IRFXVHV�

on ‘the often fugitive political conduct of subordinate groups’ (1990:xii). The 

HPSLULFDO�PDWHULDO� SUHVHQWHG� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� LOOXVWUDWHV� WKH� QHFHVVLW\� RI� IRFXVLQJ� RQ�

KHDlth visitors’ as much as mothers’ hidden transcripts. While professionals’ scripts 

DUH�LQ�IDFW�KLGGHQ��PRWKHUV��DV�,�DUJXH��KDYH�D�VWURQJ�VXVSLFLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�H[LVW�DQG�DUH�

SRZHUIXO��6RPHWLPHV��WKH\�KDYH�D�FOHDU�RSLQLRQ�DV�WR�ZKDW�WKH�VFULSWV�DFWXDOO\�FRQWDLQ���

:ULWLQJ� DERXW� PLQRULW\� \RXWK� LQ� 1RUZD\�� $QGHUVVRQ� DQG� FROOHDJXHV� �������

KDYH� LQWURGXFHG� WKH� WHUP� alternative transcripts as a ‘replacement’ for hidden 

transcripts. Alternative scripts are those ‘(often everyday) interpretations of the 

PLQRULW\�SRVLWLRQ�ZKLFK�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V�H[SUHVV��FODLP��FRPPHQW�DQG�GHPDQG�ULJKWV�

tied to this position’ and ‘discourses […], attitudes, and forms of expression that 

break down, criticises and function as alternatives to the public script’ (Andersson et 

DO��� ��������� P\� WUDQVODWLRQ��� :KLOH� EHDULQJ� LQ� PLQG� WKLV� DSSURDFK� WR� DOWHUQDWLYH�

VFULSWV�� ,� XVH� WKH� WHUP� ‘hidden transcripts’ in my analysis because mothers do not 

QHFHVVDULO\� YRLFH� WKHLU� WUDQVFULSWV� DV� DOWHUQDWLYHV�� EXW� FKRRVH� WR� NHHS� WKHP� KLGGHQ�

IURP� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV��$OVR��PDQ\� RI� WKHP� DFWXDOO\� DJUHH�ZLWK�� DQG� GR� QRW� UHVLVW� WKH�

actual contents of professionals’ transcripts (rationalities) but rather the ways in which 

WKHVH�DUH�FRPPXQLFDWHG��WHFKQRORJLHV���RU��DV�WKH\�RIWHQ�VXVSHFW��QRW�FRPPXQLFDWHG��

Hence, mothers’ tranVFULSWV�DUH�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�WKRVH�RI�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV��

,Q� IDFW�� DV� ZH� ZLOO� VHH�� LGHDOV� RI� HPSRZHUPHQW� RSHQ� XS� IRU�� LQGHHG� HQFRXUDJH��

DOWHUQDWLYH� RULHQWDWLRQV� DPRQJ�SDUHQWV�� RULHQWDWLRQV� WKDW� DUH� QRW�PHDQW� WR� EH� KLGGHQ�

EXW�WR�EHFRPH�YHUEDOLVHG�LQ�WKH�JURXSV��0RUHRYHU��P\�IRFXV�GLIIHUV�IURP�ERWK�WKDW�RI�

6FRWW� DQG�$QGHUVVRQ� DQG� FROOHDJXHV� LQ� WKDW� ,� DP� QRW� SULPDULO\� FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� WKH�

WUDQVFULSWV� RI� WKRVH� EHLQJ� JRYHUQHG�� EXW� UDWKHU� RI� WKH� IULFWLRQV� RU� WHQVLRQV� LQ� WKH�

MXQFWXUHV�RI�WKH�WUDQVFULSWV�RI�WKRVH�JRYHUQLQJ�DQG�WKRVH�EHLQJ�JRYHUQHG���

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� +DOYDUG� 9LNH� �������� SHRSOH� PD\� FKRRVH� WR� DJUHH� ZLWK� WKRVH�

KROGLQJ�WKH�SRZHU�LQ�D�JLYHQ�VLWXDWLRQ��QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKHP�

RU�KDYH�LQWHUQDOLVHG�GRPLQDQW�GLVFRXUVHV��EXW�EHFDXVH�WKLV�PDNHV�LW�HDVLHU�IRU�WKHP�WR�

avoid sanctions, so that they can ‘get by’ within this specific context. This is a ‘highly 
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SUDJPDWLF� DIIDLU�� DQG� GRHV� QRW� H[FOXGH� NQRZOHGJH� RI� DOWHUQDWLYH� SRVVLELOLWLHV� DQG�

strategies, or the will to pursue them’ (Vike, 201�������� 0RUHRYHU�� 9LNH� UDLVHV� D�

FHQWUDO� TXHVWLRQ�RI� FRQVFLRXVQHVV�� RU� DZDUHQHVV�� DQG�QRWHV� WKDW�ZKLOH�SHRSOH�PRXOG�

WKHLU�ZRUOGV�E\�SLFNLQJ�DQG�FKRRVLQJ�EHWZHHQ�DOWHUQDWLYHV�DQG�E\�constructing ‘more 

encompassing plans and scripts’, they do not always do thLV� YHU\� VHOI�UHIOH[LYHO\�

(2011:379). Complementing this approach, I find, is Saba Mahmood’s argument 

DJDLQVW� WKH�QRUPDWLYH� DVVXPSWLRQ� WKDW� DOO� KXPDQ�EHLQJV�KDYH�DQ� LQKHUHQW� DVSLUDWLRQ�

IRU� IUHHGRP�� VKH�TXHVWLRQV� WKH� GRPLQDQW� YLHZ�RI� UHVLVWDQFH� DV� EHLQJ� UHDG� SULPDULO\�

WKURXJK�DJHQF\��������������VHH�DOVR�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�)HUJXVRQ�LQ�&KDSWHU������

7KH� PRWKHUV� LQ� P\� VWXG\� DSSHDU� UDWKHU� FRQVFLRXV� DERXW� WKHLU� GHPDQGV��

DPELWLRQV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�WRZDUGV�SURIHVVLRQDOV�–�EXW��DV�,�GLVFXVV��ZKHQ�WKHVH�DUH�

QRW�PHW��UHVLVWDQFH�LV�VXEWOH�DQG�RIWHQ�XQVSRNHQ��$OVR��DV�,�VKRZ��WKH\�DUH�FULWLFDO�QRW�

RI�KDYLQJ� WKHLU�VSDFH� IRU�DUWLFXODWLRQ� OLPLWHG��EXW� UDWKHU� WKDW� WKLV�VSDFH� LV� WRR�EURDG��

Indeed, they do not necessarily wish to continuously ‘invent’ themselves (Rose, 

�������RU�ZKHQ� WKH\�GR�� WKH\�PD\�VHHN� WR�GR� WKLV� LQ� OLQH�ZLWK�GRPLQDQW� LGHRORJLHV��

and in a way that does not demand of them that the self is a continuous ‘reflexive 

project’ (Giddens, 1991). �

�

Empowerment rationalities: Professional dilemmas in a diverse 
context 
(PSRZHUPHQW�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�LQWR�1RUZHJLDQ�SROLF\�GRFXPHQWV�LQ�WKH�ODWH�����V�GXULQJ�

D� &HQWUH�5LJKW� FRDOLWLRQ� JRYHUQPHQW� �����–������ ����–������� ,W� LV� DQ� DPELJXRXV�

FRQFHSW�� LW�FDQ�EH� WUDFHG�EDFN� WR�QHROLEHUDO� LGHDOV�DERXW� WKH�XOWLPDWH� LQGLYLGXDO�DV�D�

UHVSRQVLEOH� DQG� D� VHOI�PDQDJLQJ� LQGLYLGXDO� –� DV� 1RUZHJLDQ� 0LQLVWHU� RI� +HDOWK�

'DJILQQ�+¡\EUnWHQ������–����������–2004) once put it ‘You are your own minister 

of health’�� (PSRZHUPHQW� LGHRORJLHV� DOVR� JR� EDFN� WR� WKH� UDGLFDO� OHIW�ZLQJ��

HPDQFLSDWRU\� LGHRORJLHV�ZKHUH� WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG� LQ�VHHNLQJ� WR� OLIW�DQG� WUDQVIRUP�

WKRVH�ZLWKRXW�SRZHU�RXW�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�DQG� LQWR�HTXLWDEOH�SRVLWLRQV��(LWKHU�ZD\�� WKH�

WHUP�LV�JURXQGHG�LQ�D�VSHFLILF�QRWLRQ�RI�WKH�VHOI��SURPRWLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQFH��FKRLFH�DQG�

IUHHGRP�IURP�KLHUDUFKLFDO�VWUXFWXUHV��5eferring to Foucault’s governmentality ��������

DQG�DV�DOVR�HPHUJHV�LQ�WKH�OHQJWK\�TXRWH�IURP�0LOOHU�DQG�5RVH�DERYH��,QJH�6WRUJDDUG�

%RQILOV� DQG� 2OH� 3HWWHU� $VNKHLP� DUJXH� WKDW� ZKHUH� HPSRZHUPHQW� LV� OLQNHG� WR� D�

FULWLFLVP� RI� WKH� OLEHUDO� JRYHUQPHQW�� HPSRZHUPHQW� FDQ� EH� XQGHUVWRRG� DV� D� IRUP� RI�

VHOI�governance, within which individuals are governed by ‘affecting formally free 
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LQGLYLGXDOV��WKHLU�DFWV�DQG�VHOI�esteem’ �������������,Q�OLQH�ZLWK�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��,�VHH�

KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DV�SUDFWLVLQJ�HPSRZHUPHQW�DV�D�JRYHUQLQJ�WHFKQLTXH�DLPHG�DW�FUHDWLQJ�

VHOI�UHIOHFWLYH��DPELWLRXV�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�SDUHQWV��FDSDEOH�RI�JRYHUQLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV��

6LPLODUO\��ZULWLQJ�DERXW�WKH�86$��HPSRZHUPHQW�LV�D�FHQWUDO�DSSURDFK�IRU�RIILFLDOV�LQ�

PHHWLQJ�ZRPHQ�LQ�UHIXJHH�DQG�VRFLDO�VHUYLFH�DJHQFLHV��DV�D�ZD\�RI�ILJKWLQJ�WKH�$VLDQ�

SDWULDUFK\� DQG� teaching them ‘their rights in this country’, as one of Aihwa Ong’s 

LQIRUPDQWV�QRWHV��2QJ�������������

,QGHHG�� ,� DOVR� ILQG� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV� LQ� 1RUZD\� WR� EH� SDUWLFXODUO\�

FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� HPSRZHUPHQW�� HPSKDVLVLQJ guidance� UDWKHU� WKDQ� advice RU�

instructions� WR� DVVLVW� PRWKHUV� LQ� VWDQGLQJ� XS� DJDLQVW� VRFLDO� VWUDWLILFDWLRQ� ��� �$W� D�

seminar for professionals in the borough’s Family’s Houses the concept of 

HPSRZHUPHQW� FDPH� XS� IUHTXHQWO\�� SUHVHQWHG� E\� RQH� KHDOWK� YLVLWor as a ‘process’�

constituting the ability to ‘solve own problems’��WR�DFTXLUH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�UHVRXUFHV�WR�

exert control over ‘one’s own life’, and to activate the ability to ‘meet own needs’��

Another health visitor defined empowerment as a method to ‘enable them [parents] to 

feel confident as parents’. Health visitors in Alna argue that the empowerment 

UDWLRQDOH�UHTXLUHV�D�WHFKQRORJ\�RI�JURXS�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��EHFDXVH�WR�EHFRPH�HPSRZHUHG�

‘requires reflection [together] with others’. Officially, the service also� DLPV� WR�

‘increase contact between families with small children so that each and every family 

more easily can be integrated into a social community’ (fellesskap���6+GLU�����������

P\�WUDQVODWLRQ���$W�WKH�VHPLQDU��WKHUH�ZDV�JHQHUDO�DJUHHPHQW�DERXW�ERWK�WKH�DLPV�DQG�

PHWKRGV� RI� HPSRZHUPHQW� WR� IDFLOLWDWH�� DV� ,� VHH� LW�� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� FHUWDLQ�

VXEMHFWLYLWLHV��KRZHYHU��VRPH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�ZHUH�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WKH�GLOHPPDV�WKLV�

OHG�WR��IRU�WKHP�DV�SURIHVVLRQDOV��0DULW��IRU�LQVWDQFH��ZDV�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WKH�KHDOWK�

visitors becoming ‘toothless’� and ‘extinct as professionals’, arguing that 

empowerment goes against ‘our helping gene’ and with parents’ want for ‘concrete 

advice’��$V�,�XQGHUVWDQG�P\�REVHUYDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�3&+6��WKLV�SURIHVVLRQDO�GLOHPPD�LV�D�

FHQWUDO�LQIOXence on health visitors’ practice, and in meeting diverse populations. �

:KHQ� ,� FDVXDOO\� DVN�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�KRZ� WKH\�GHDO�ZLWK� D�GLYHUVH�SRSXODWLRQ�

�mangfoldig befolkning)�� WKH\� DOO� ORRN� DW�PH�� UDWKHU� SX]]OHG��2IWHQ�� LW� HPHUJHV� WKDW�

WKH\� H[SHULHQFH� WKLV� DV�culturally and linguistically challenging (and ‘professionally 
                                                           
157 $�PLGGOH�DJHG�FRXSOH�,�RQFH�PHW�DQG�MRLQHG�IRU�GLQQHU�RQ�WKH�IHUU\�IURP�)UHGULNVKDYQ�WR�2VOR�WROG�
PH� WKDW� WKHLU� GDXJKWHU� ZDV� XQGHUWDNLQJ� D� 3K'�RQ� HPSRZHUPHQW� DQG� VRFLDO�ZRUN�� ,Q� WKH� WKHVLV�� VKH�
LGHQWLILHG�D�SDUDGR[�RI�HPSRZHUPHQW��WKDW� LW�ZDV�WKH�DFWRUV�ZKR�ZHUH�EHFRPLQJ�PRVW�HPSRZHUHG�LQ�
LQWHUDFWLRQV��QRW�WKH�WDUJHWV�RI�LQWHUYHQWLRQ��VHH�7��:��1LHOVHQ���������
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exciting’, as open kindergarten staff tell me), but also an integral part of their regular 

MRE�� DQG� VR� WKH\� FODLP� QRW� WR� JLYH� LW� PXFK� WKRXJKW�� +RZHYHU�� LQ� PRUH� VWUXFWXUHG�

LQWHUYLHZV�� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� RIWHQ� VWDWHG� WKDW� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� GLYHUVLW\� LV� UHVRXUFH�

GHPDQGLQJ� ZLWKLQ� WKHLU� OLPLWHG� EXGJHWV�� D� FHQWUDO� FRQFHUQ� EHLQJ� WR� HQVXUH� HTXDO�

DFFHVV� WR� VHUYLFHV�� ‘Treating everyone the same’, RQH� SURIHVVLRQDO� VD\V�� ‘we have 

moved away from that, we meet them where they are’.�,QGHHG��,�ILQG�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�WR�

EH�H[WUHPHO\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�GLYHUVLW\��DW�OHDVW�IRU�SHRSOH�ZKR�FODLP�QRW�WR�EH��7KLV�LV�

HYLGHQW�LQ�KRZ�WKH\�XQGHUVWDQG�PLJUDQW�SDUHQWV�to be now DQG�KRZ�WKH\�should (aim 

to) be in the future��

+HDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DUH�DW�WKH�FRUH�RI�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�1RUZHJLDQ�VWDWH�SROLFLHV��

GXH� WR� WKHLU� FORVH� FRQWDFW� ZLWK� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ� �6FKL¡W]� ���������� LQ� 1HXPDQQ��

����������WKHLU�XQLYHUVDOLVWLF�PDQGDWH�DQG�WKH�QHDUO\������DWWHQGDQFH�UDWHV�DW�3&+6��

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� ����� QDWLRQDO� JXLGHOLQHV� �veileder)�� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK�

Service is to ‘focus on methods and processes that enable parents, children and youth 

WR� LQIOXHQFH� WKHLU� RZQ� KHDOWK�� ZHOOEHLQJ� DQG� FRSLQJ� PHFKDQLVPV� �mestring�� LQ� D�

positive manner.’ Also, it is stipulated that ‘messages must stimulate reflection and 

action, and not be moralising’ and that professionals are to conduct ‘information, 

guidance and advisory activities’ �6+GLU�� ��������� ���� P\� WUDQVODWLRQ�� ��� �7KH�

PDQGDWH� RI� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV� LV� D� EURDG� RQH�� 3URIHVVLRQDOV� DUH�

SODFHG� LQ�D�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�SRVLWLRQ��DV� WKH\�GHSHQG�RQ�D� WUXVW�EDVHG� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�

SDUHQWV��ZKLOH�WKH\�DUH�DOVR�WKH�JURXS�RI�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�EHVW�SRVLWLRQHG�LQ�

UHODWLRQ� WR� WKH� IDPLO\� –� WR� REVHUYH�� EXW� DOVR� WR� LQWHUYHQH� LI� QHFHVVDU\� �1HXPDQQ��

����������+HDOWK�YLVLWRUV� DUH� WR�JXLGH�SDUHQWV� WR�HQVXUH� WKDW� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� OHDG� VDIH�

DQG�KHDOWK\�OLYHV��ZKLOH�WKH\�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�XQFRYHU�DQ\�GHYLDWLRQV��

VXFK�DV�UHGXFHG�KHDULQJ��GHOD\HG�PRWRU�VNLOO�GHYHORSPHQW��RU�FKLOG�DEXVH��1HXPDQQ�

WHUPV� WKLV�GXDO�PDQGDWH�D�dobbelt legitimeringsgrunnlag� ����������� ,Q�SUDFWLFH�� WKLV�

GXDO�PDQGDWH�PHDQV�WKDW�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DSSO\�D�NLQG�RI�JRYHUQDQFH�WKDW�HQWDLOV�ERWK�

FDUH�DQG�FRQWURO���

+HDOWK� YLVLWRUV�ZRUN� FRQWLQXRXVO\� DW� GHILQLQJ� WKHLU� SURIHVVLRQDOLVP� DQG� UROH�

WRZDUGV� SDUHQWV� LQ� WKH� VSDFH� EHWZHHQ� FDUH� DQG� FRQWURO�� DQG� EHWZHHQ� SURYLGLQJ�

JXLGDQFH� DQG� LQVWUXFWLRQV�� $� ODUJH� PDMRULW\� RI� WKH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� LQ� $OQD� ERURXJK�

                                                           
��� �Most of Neumann’s interviews were conducted in 2003. My 3&+6� ILHOGZRUN� ZDV� FRQGXFWHG�
EHWZHHQ� VSULQJ� ����� DQG� VSULQJ� ������ �–�� \HDUV� DIWHU� WKH� FXUUHQW� JXLGHOLQHV� KDG� EHHQ� LVVXHG��1HZ�
JXLGHOLQHV�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ�GHYHORSHG��EXW�LW�LV�QRW�FOHDU�ZKHQ�WKHVH�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�RIILFLDO� 



288 
 

KDYH�ZRUNHG�DV�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�

IRU� DOO� WKHVH� \HDUV��� DQG� KDYH� ZRUNHG� WKURXJK� WKHVH� VKLIWV� LQ� SROLFLHV�� &RQWURO� KDV�

DOZD\V�EHHQ�FHQWUDO�LQ�WKHLU�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP��EXW�WKLV�ZDV�PRUH�visible�EHIRUH��ZKHUHDV�

LW�WDNHV�RQ�D�PRUH�KLGGHQ�DQG�GLDORJLFDO�QDWXUH�WRGD\��1HXPDQQ��������DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�

UROH� RI� WKH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRU� DQG� KHU� NQRZOHGJH� LV� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW� RSHQ� WR� QHJRWLDWLRQ��

Institutionally��WKURXJK�KHU�JXLGLQJ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�DGYLVRU\��UROH��professionally�EHFDXVH�

VKH� GUDZV� RQ� ERWK� SHUVRQDO� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDO� NQRZOHGJH� LQ� KHU� LQWHUDFWLRQV� ZLWK�

SDUHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�SURIHVVLRQDO�GLVFUHWLRQ��skjønn���,Q�&KDSWHU���,�DUJXHG�WKDW�PHQWRUV�

DW� WKH�,&'3�FRXUVH�FRPPXQLFDWH�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�PRGHOV� WR�FRXUVH�SDUWLFLSDQWV� WKDW�DUH�

EDVHG�XSRQ�WKH�FRXUVH�PDWHULDO�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�SHUFHSWLRQV��7KLV�

LV�VR�DOVR�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV��ZKRVH�SURIHVVLRQ�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP�WR�VRPH�

H[WHQW�DUH�EDVHG�XSRQ�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQW�NQRZOHGJH�VRXUFHV�DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�GLVFUHWLRQ�WR�

QHJRWLDWH� WKHVH�� I see Marit’s concern about thHLU�SURIHVVLRQDOLVPV�EHFRPLQJ�H[WLQFW�

DV� EHLQJ� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH� PXOWLSOH� GLOHPPDV� WKDW� WKHLU� GXDO� PDQGDWH� DQG� GLIIHUHQW�

VRXUFHV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WULJJHU�������

�

Empowerment technologies: Governing care and control  
�

‘They [Norwegian-Pakistanis] see health visitors and the Parent and Child 

Health Services as authorities. They are concerned with what we tell them. 

This group often want a quick fix. Sometimes I give them that, but first I try to 

get a sense of what they want from me and why.’�

(OLQ��KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�

�

)RU�Anthony Giddens, institutions ‘interlace in a direct way with individual life and 

therefore with the self’ ����������7KURXJK�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DW�,&'3�FRXUVHV�

DQG�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV��LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�HPHUJH�DV�VHOI�

UHIOHFWLYH� LQGLYLGXDOV� ZLWK� FDSDFLWLHV� WR� RULHQW� WKHPVHOYHV� E\� making new� FKRLFHV�

UDWKHU� WKDQ� following old� SDWKV�� (PSRZHUPHQW�� DV� LW� LV� XQGHUVWRRG� DQG� SUDFWLVHG�

                                                           
159 7KLV� XQFHUWDLQW\� FUHDWHV� DOVR� RWKHU� GLOHPPDV� VXFK� DV�ZKHQ� DQG� KRZ� WR� LQYROYH� WKH� FKLOG�ZHOIDUH�
DXWKRULWLHV��2QH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�,�NQRZ�KROGV�D�VHOI�SURFODLPHG�‘black belt in reporting’��EXW�,�PRUH�RIWHQ�
FRPH�DFURVV� LQVWDQFHV�ZKHUH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�GR�QRW�UHSRUW�� LQVWHDG�WU\LQJ�YDULRXV�DOWHUQDWLYH�URXWHV�DQG�
VSHQGLQJ�HQRUPRXV�DPRXQWV�RI�QRQ�UHJLVWHUHG�WLPH�RQ�WKLV��7KH\�H[SODLQ�WKLV�DOWHUQDWLYH�DSSURDFK�ZLWK�
FRQFHUQV�DERXW�FXOWXUDO� VHQVLWLYLW\��QRW�NQRZLQJ�KRZ� WR�DSSURDFK�GLIIHUHQFH�RU�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW� LW� LV�
UHDOO\�DERXW��DQG�QRW�ZDQWLQJ�WR�ULVN�WKH�WUXVW�UHODWLRQV�VR�FHQWUDO�WR�WKHLU�SUDFWLFH� 
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ZLWKLQ� WKH� 3&+6�� IDYRXUV� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJO\� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� FRQFHSWV� RI� ULJKWV��

HPEUDFLQJ� VHOI�UHDOLVDWLRQ� DQG� LQGLYLGXDO� DVSLUDWLRQV�� *LGGHQV� LGHQWLILHV� WKH�

LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHVH�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�WKH�UHIOH[LYLW\�RI�WKH�

VHOI�DW� WKH� FRUH�RI�PRGHUQLW\��:KDW�*LGGHQV�GRHV�QRW�GR� �QRU�GRHV�KH�DLP� WR�� LV� WR�

DQDO\VH� WKHVH� SURFHVVHV� LQ� ORFDO� FRQWH[WV�� RU� LGHQWLI\� H[FHSWLRQV� RU� FRXQWHUWUHQGV� WR�

WKHVH�SURFHVVHV�����������,W�LV�WKLV�SUDFWLFH�WKDW�,�DP�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�KHUH���

When ‘this group’�� DV�(OLQ� WHUPV�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��wants ‘a quick fix’, 

WKLV� LV� QRW� FRQVLGHUHG� WR� EH� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� WKH� HPSRZHUPHQW� LGHRORJ\� RI�

LQGLYLGXDOLVP�� VHOI�UHDOLVDWLRQ� DQG� UHIOH[LYLW\�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� SURYLGLQJ�

PRWKHUV� ZLWK� FOHDU� DQVZHUV� WR� VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG� TXHVWLRQV�� VKH� WULHV� WR� HQJDJH� LQ� D�

GLDORJXH�ZLWK�WKHP�VR�DV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�HQJDJH�DQG�VKDUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��,Q�WKLV�

ZD\��(OLQ�REWDLQV�D�EURDGHU�SODWIRUP�WR�EDVH�KHU�JXLGDQFH�RU�DGYLFH�RQ�DQG�–�SHUKDSV�

DQG� LI� QHFHVVDU\� –� WR� LQWHUYHQH��$V� ,� DUJXHG� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� DQG� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�

Hays’ intensive parenting� �������� SD\LQJ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� H[SHUWV� LV� D� FHQWUDO� IHDWXUH� RI�

LQWHQVLYH�PRWKHUKRRG��MXVW�DV�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�SDUHQWV�VHHN�KHOS�IURP�H[SHUWV�LV�SDUW�

of a ‘parental belief system’ (Harkness & Super, 1996:2). In the PCHS��PRWKHUV�DUH�

H[SHFWHG� WR� UHIOHFW�RQ�GLIIHUHQW� IRUPV�RI�NQRZOHGJH� LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�NLQG�RI�ZD\�� WKH�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZDQW� WKH�SDUHQWV� WR� WDNH�LQ� WKHLU�DGYLFH�EXW�GR�QRW�ZDQW� WR�JLYH�LW�DV�D�

‘quick fix’. %HORZ�� ,� GLVFXVV� VRPH� WHFKQLTXHV� RU� WHFKQRORJLHV� –� QDPHO\� WKH�

RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FOLQLFDO�VSDFH�DQG�JURXSV��JLYLQJ�DGYLFH��DQG�not dictating�–� WKDW�

KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DSSO\�WR�RSHQ�XS�GLDORJLFDO�VSDFHV�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�GXDO�PDQGDWH��

�

Technology 1: The organisation of space and groups 
$OO� WKUHH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV� LQ�$OQD��DOEHLW�GLIIHUHQWO\� VKDSHG�E\� WKH�

VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��DUH�GLYLGHG�VLPLODUO\�WR�WKH�RQH�GHVFULEHG�DERYH��3DUHQWV�DQG�

FKLOGUHQ�HQWHU�DQ�RSHQ�UHFHSWLRQ�DUHD�ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�FKDW�ZLWK�RWKHU�SDUHQWV��LQWHUDFW�

ZLWK� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�� DQG�DFTXLUH�QHZ� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�IURP�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�

DQG� ZULWWHQ� UHVRXUFHV�� 7DEOHV� IRU� FKDQJLQJ� QDSSLHV� DUH� VR� DUUDQJHG� DV� WR� IDFLOLWDWH�

FRQYHUVDWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� SDUHQWV�� DQG� VR� WKDW� EDELHV� FDQ� VHH� HDFK� RWKHU��2IWHQ�� EDELHV�

PDNH� FRQWDFW� ZLWK� HDFK� RWKHU�� E\� VLJKW�� VRXQG� RU� WRXFK�� VSXUULQJ� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�

EHWZHHQ� SDUHQWV�� +RZHYHU�� ZKLOH� WKH� UHFHSWLRQ� DUHD� LV� RSHQ� DQG� DFFHVVLEOH� IRU�

parents, it is not outside from the professionals’ gaze. While waiting for ‘their’ mother 

WR� JHW� WKH� FKLOG� UHDG\� IRU� ZHLJKLQJ� DQG� PHDVXULQJ�� RU� WR� JDWKHU� WRJHWKHU� KHU�
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EHORQJLQJV�WR�WDNH�LQWR�WKH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�URRP��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�REVHUYH�WKH�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�

in the room too. The receptionist’s office is placed between the reception area and 

professionals’ offices where consultations take place, marking the boundary between 

WKH� VSKHUHV�� 3DUHQWV� GR� QRW� SURFHHG�SDVW� WKH� UHFHSWLRQLVW�ZLWKRXW� DVNLQJ� SHUPLVVLRQ�

�XQOHVV� WKH\�DUH� UXQQLQJ�DIWHU� D�FKLOG�ZKR�KDV�ZDQGHUHG�RII���EXW� DUH�JHQHUDOO\�PHW�

DQG�ZHOFRPHG�E\�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�IRU�WKHLU�SUH�DUUDQJHG�DSSRLQWPHQW��7KH�UHFHSWLRQLVW�

WKXV�VHUYHV�DV�D�JDWHNHHSHU��GLYLGLQJ�DQG�FRQQHFWLQJ�WKH�WZR�VSKHUHV���

1RUPDWLYH�LGHDV�DERXW�DJH�DSSURSULDWH�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�EHKDYLRXU�DUH�VWURQJ�

LQ� WKH�3&+6�� DQG�JUDSKV�� DV� QRWHG�� DUH� XVHG� WR�PHDVXUH� DQG� WR�PRQLWRU�� VHSDUDWLQJ�

GHYLDQFH�IURP�QRUPDOLW\��:KHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�FRPH�IRU�DSSRLQWPHQWV��WKH�

KHDOWK� YLVLWRU� DQG� SDUHQWV� WRJHWKHU�PHDVXUH� DQG�ZHLJK� WKH� FKLOG�� 7KH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRU�

records the data in the child’s file, plotted neatly along the curve that indicates 

‘normal development’ in the child’s little ‘health card’ that parents bring to�

FRQVXOWDWLRQV�� 1HXPDQQ� ������� VHHV� WKLV� ZHLJKLQJ� DQG� PHDVXULQJ� DV� D� IRUP� RI�

FRQWURO�� &HUWDLQO\� WKHVH� ILJXUHV� DQG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH\� EHFRPH� VWDWLVWLFV� DUH�

LPSRUWDQW� WHFKQLTXHV�RI� FRQWURO�� EXW� WKH\�DOVR� HQDEOH�PRWKHUV� WR� HYDOXDWH� WKHLU�RZQ�

DFKLHYHPHQWV�DV�PRWKHUV�� WRZDUGV� WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�RWKHU� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV� �HVSHFLDOO\�

ROGHU� IHPDOH� UHODWLYHV��� 7KLV� VSHFLILF�� FRQFUHWH� NQRZOHGJH� PD\� LQFUHDVH� WKHLU�

FRQILGHQFH�DV�PRWKHUV��4XLWH�D�IHZ�SDUHQWV�UHJXODUO\�GURS�E\�WKH�3&+6�WR�ZHLJK�DQG�

PHDVXUH�WKHLU�EDELHV�DQG�WRGGOHUV��IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�UHFRUGV��VHH�5DKHHOD�LQ�&KDSWHU������

,Q�WKH�LQLWLDO�H[DPSOH�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��&HFLOLH�ORRNV�DURXQG�WKH�JURXS�WR�VHH�LI�

the other parents have any input or advice to Parveen’s question about whether LW�LV�DOO�

ULJKW� IRU� D� EDE\� WR� VOHHS� RQ� LWV� VLGH�� ,QGHHG�� WKH� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� FRQVXOWDWLRQV� LQWR�

JURXSV�LV�D�VWUXFWXUDO�JRYHUQLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�LQWHQGHG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�HPSRZHUPHQW��WKXV�

FRQVWLWXWLQJ� D� SODWIRUP� IRU� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� WR� DSSO\�PRUH�PLFUR�JRYHUQLQJ� VWUDWHJLHV�

DQG� WHFKQRORJLHV�� )XUWKHU�� WKLV� JURXS� VHW�XS� IDYRXUV� D� VSHFLILF� W\SH� RI� SDUHQW� –�

VRPHRQH�ZLOOLQJ�DQG�DEOH�WR�VKDUH�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV��WR�FRQWULEXWH�DQG�JLYH�DGYLFH��

WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�DQG�SLFN�DQG�FKRRVH�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�DGYLFH�IURP�ERWK�SDUHQWV�DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDOV���

(WKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ�PRWKHUV�� PRUH� VR� WKDQ� IDWKHUV� RU� PLQRULW\� SDUHQWV�� VKDUH�

WKHLU� NQRZ�KRZ� ZLWK� ILUVW�WLPH� SDUHQWV� LQ� WKH� JURXSV�����,� LQWHUSUHW� VXFK� PDMRULW\�

                                                           
160 $OWKRXJK�,�ILQG�WKDW�PDMRULW\�1RUZHJLDQV�VKDUH�WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�DQG�ZLWK�
KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� PRUH� WKDQ� PLQRULW\� SDUHQWV� GR�� RI� FRXUVH� DOVR� PDMRULW\� SDUHQWV� PD\� KROG� EDFN�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV��VHH�5\VVW�+HLOPDQQ���������
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mothers’ sharing of expertise both as a genuine wish to assist and give some ‘inside 

information’ to less experieQFHG� SDUHQWV�� EXW� DOVR� DV� D� ZD\� RI� VKRZLQJ� WKH� KHDOWK�

YLVLWRUV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�FRQILGHQW�LQ�WKHLU�SDUHQWKRRG��DQG�WKXV�GR�QRW�QHHG�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�

RU� WR� EH� REVHUYHG�� 6RPH� DUH� FRQILGHQW� HQRXJK� WR� MRNH� DERXW� WKHLU� WULDO�DQG�HUURU�

PHWKRGV�LQ�JHWWLQJ�WKHLU�\RXQJVWHUV�WR�HDW�ILVK�VSUHDG��makrell i tomat��RU�YHJHWDEOHV��

2IWHQ�� WKH�VWRU\�HQGV�ZLWK�VXFFHVV��DQG�PRWKHUV�KDYH�DW� OHDVW�VKRZQ�WKDW� WKH\�NQRZ�

ZKDW�LV�EHVW�IRU�WKH�FKLOG�–�ZKROH�ZKHDW�EUHDG�ZLWK�ILVK�VSUHDG�–�DQG�WKH\�DUH�SDUHQWV�

ZLOOLQJ�DQG�DEOH�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�WUDMHFWRULHV��+RZHYHU��HWKQLF�

1RUZHJLDQ� SDUHQWV� FDQ� DOVR� EH� IUXVWUDWHG� DW� ZKDW� WKH\� PD\� FRQVLGHU� WR� EH� KHDOWK�

YLVLWRUV�ZDYLQJ�D�GLVFODLPHU�DW�WKHP��$V�RQH�PRWKHU�WROG�PH, ‘I asked a question and 

wanted an answer. All I got was “well, there are many different ways of doing this, 

and there is no correct answer. How would you prefer to do it?” thrown back at me.’   

,QGHHG��WKH�YRLGV�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�FRUH�RI�PRGHUQLW\��DV�*LGGHQV��������ZULWHV�

RI� LW�� DUH� IUXVWUDWLQJ� DQG� FRQIXVLQJ� HYHQ� WR� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�PRWKHUV�� QRW� EHFDXVH�

they do not get a ‘quick fix’, but because they do not get a ‘fix’ at all. <HW��DV�,�VHH�LW��

WKHUH� DUH� WZR� LPSRUWDQW� GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ� HWKQLF� PDMRULW\� PRWKHUV� DQG� PRWKHUV�

ZLWK� D�PLJUDWLRQ� EDFNJURXQG� LQ� WKLV� UHVSHFW�� )LUVW�� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�PRWKHUV� RIWHQ�

KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�DQG�PDNH�XVH�RI�DOWHUQDWLYH�VRXUFHV�RI�NQRZOHGJH��VXFK�DV�WKH�,QWHUQHW�

DQG� OLWHUDWXUH�� DQG� KDYH� EURDGHU� QHWZRUNV� RXWVLGH� WKH� IDPLO\� WKDW� WKH\� FDQ� GUDZ�RQ�

ZKHQ� VHHNLQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� 6HFRQG�� DQG� VLPLODUO\�� EHFDXVH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� GR� QRW�

‘ethnify’ the ways in which they seek advice or connect this to ‘cultural faults’ in their 

PRWKHULQJ�� WKHUH� LV� D� EURDGHU� GLDORJLFDO� VSDFH� IRU� WKHP� WR� IROORZ� XS� DQG� DVN�PRUH�

TXHVWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�ZLWKRXW�ULVNLQJ�MXGJHPHQW���

(WKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ� SDUHQWV� VHHP� WR� EH�PRUH� FRQILGHQW� LQ� WKHLU� SDUHQWLQJ� DQG�

KDYH�D� OHVV� VWUDWLILHG� UHODWLRQ� WR�SURIHVVLRQDOV� WKDQ�PLQRULW\�SDUHQWV��ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�

VRFLDOLVHG� LQWR�PRUH� VWUDWLILHG� VRFLDO� UHODWLRQV�� WHQG� WR� KDYH�� 7KH\� WHQG� WR� ORRN� OHVV�

GLUHFWO\� DW� WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU� DQG�PRUH� DW� JURXS� WKDQ�PLQRULW\�SDUHQWV�GR�ZKHQ� WKH\�

UDLVH�FRQFHUQV�DQG�DVN�TXHVWLRQV��:KLOH� OLVWHQLQJ� WR�RWKHUV�VKDULQJ� WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH��

WKH\�RIWHQ�IROORZ�XS�E\�DVNLQJ�WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�WR�FRQILUP�WKLV��H[SHFWLQJ�KHU�WR�EH�D�

ILJXUH�RI�DXWKRULW\�LQ�WKH�JURXS��DQG�QRW�WDNLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DW�IDFH�YDOXH�XQWLO�LW�KDV�

EHHQ�FRQILUPHG�E\�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO��:KHQ�ZRPHQ�HQFRXQWHU�QHZ�ZD\V�RI�PRWKHULQJ�

in a migration context, such as increasing the amount of bread in children’s diet, this 
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FUHDWHV� XQFHUWDLQW\�� DQG� JLYHV� ULVH� WR� WKH� QHHG� IRU� FRQFUHWH� NQRZOHGJH� WKH\� FDQQRW�

HLWKHU�JHW�DW�KRPH��RU�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�JHW�IURP�WKHLU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�RU�RWKHU�UHODWLYHV��

(YHQ�ZLWK�KHU�WKLUG�FKLOG��<DVPLQ�DVNHG�DW�WKH�FOLQLF�LI�KHU���PRQWK�ROG�EDE\�VKRXOG�

KDYH�RQH�ZKROH�RU�KDOI�D�VOLFH�RI�EUHDG�IRU�EUHDNIDVW��H[SHFWLQJ�D�QRQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLYH�

DQVZHU�DV� WR�ZKHWKHU�WKH�FKLOG�ZDV�HDWLQJ�HQRXJK�DQG�WKXV�ZKHWKHU�VKH�ZDV�D�JRRG�

PRWKHU�� 7KHVH� H[DPSOHV� RI� <DVPLQ�� XQFHUWDLQ� DERXW� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� VWDSOH� IRRG��

EUHDG��DQG�5DKHHOD��XQFHUWDin about her son’s growth rate��VHH�&KDSWHU�����DUH��DV�,�VHH�

LW�� LQGLFDWLRQV� of mothers’ GHVLUH� IRU� D� QHZ� NLQG� RI� NQRZOHGJH� WKDW� FDQ� SURYLGH�

FRQILGHQFH� DQG� FRQILUP� WKH� GLUHFWLRQ� WKHLU� PRWKHULQJ� LV� WDNLQJ� DW� WKH� LQWHUIDFH�

EHWZHHQ� VWDWH� DQG� IDPLO\� LGHDOV�� )RU� WKLV� WR� EH� XVHIXO� DQG� WUDQVIHUDEOH� WR� WKH� KRPH�

VLWXDWLRQ��NQRZOHGJH�PXVW�EH�WDQJLEOH���

�

Technology 2: Giving advice 
)RRG�LV�D�UHFXUULQJ�WRSLF�UDLVHG�E\�ERWK�SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV��+HUH��SDUHQWV�PRVW�

RIWHQ�DVN�SURIHVVLRQDOV�GLUHFW�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�PRVW�FRPPRQO\�DVN�SDUHQWV�

direct questions, and take a ‘round’ on this topic. Regarding food, both parents and 

health visitors seek to quantify information to establish ‘correct’ answers to direct 

SUDFWLFHV�� IRRG�EHLQJ� WKH� WRSLF�ZKHUH� DGYLFH� LQ� WKH� IRUP�RI� LQVWUXFWLRQV� UDWKHU� WKDQ�

JXLGDQFH�LV�PRUH�RIWHQ�JLYHQ��OLNH�WKLV�IURP�0DULW��LQ�D�JURXS�IRU���PRQWK�ROG�EDELHV���

�

‘They can now have regular meals, the same as we have. NAN [mother’s milk 

substitute] and milk should be given only in connection with meals; otherwise 

they should drink water. They should not drink more than 0.5 litre of milk in 

the course of 24 hours. If they drink more milk than that, they may eat less 

solid. Have many of you have started with normal milk?’  

�

Marit’s instructions abRXW�PLON�DUH�FRQFUHWH�DQG�QRW�RSHQ� WR� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��ZKHUHDV�

the guiding principle about being ‘careful’ in giving banDQD�SRUULGJH�WR���PRQWK�ROGV�

LV� YDJXHU�� ,� RIWHQ� REVHUYH� WKDW� SDUHQWV�� SULQFLSDOO\� ILUVW�WLPH� SDUHQWV� DQG� PLQRULW\�

SDUHQWV�� VKDUSHQ� WKHLU� DWWHQWLRQ��QRG� LQ� UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�VLJK�ZLWK� UHOLHI�ZKHQ�KHDOWK�

YLVLWRUV�SURYLGH�FOHDU��QRQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLYH�advice�such as Marit’s, rather than guidance��

ZKLFK� LV� PRUH� RSHQ� WR� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� DQG� UHIOHFWLRQ�� 6XFK� VSHFLILF� DGYLFH� HQDEOHV�

SDUHQWV� WR� DVN� IROORZ�XS� TXHVWLRQV�� EHFDXVH� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� JLYHV� WKHP� D� EDVLV� RQ�
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which to formulate questions. When parents are encouraged to be ‘careful’�LQ�JLYLQJ�

WKHLU� EDELHV� SRUULGJH�ZLWK� EDQDQD�� WKH\� GR� QRW� DOZD\V� VHH� KRZ� WKLV� FDQ� JXLGH� WKHLU�

DFWXDO�SUDFWLFH��VKRXOG�WKH\�JLYH�LW�RU�QRW"�+RZ�PXFK�RU�KRZ�OLWWOH�VKRXOG�RQH�JLYH�LQ�

RUGHU�WR�EH�careful"����

6SHFLILF�DGYLFH�DW���PRQWKV�DOVR�FRYHUV�RWKHU�WRSLFV�DSDUW�IURP�IRRG��VXFK�DV�

brushing teeth (‘from the first tooth’), bottles at night (‘water only’��� URXWLQHV� IRU�

VOHHSLQJ� (‘from 6 months on’), introduction of solids (‘in small amounts from 4–6 

months old’���DQG�JLYLQJ�EDELHV�IURP���ZHHNV�VXSSOHPHQWV�RI�HLWKHU�FRG�OLYHU�RLO�RU�

YLWDPLQ�'��HPSKDVLVLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SRUULGJH�ZLWK�LURQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�PRYH�RQ�WR�

VROLGV�� DQG� ODWHU� ZKROHJUDLQ� EUHDG� ZLWK� OLYHU� SkWp����RU� ILVK� VSUHDG�� $W� WKH� VRFLDO�

developmental level, health visitors talk about the importance of ‘seeing the child’�

DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�ZLWK�LW��HYHQ��DV�WKH\�WHQG�WR�DGG��ZKHQ�RQH�PLJKW�EH�WHPSWHG�WR�

WKLQN�WKDW�LW�LV�WRR�\RXQJ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��UHVSRQG�RU�DSSUHFLDWH��:LWK�UHJDUG�WR�SK\VLFDO�

GHYHORSPHQW��PRWKHUV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�OHW�WKH�EDELHV�OLH�RQ�WKH�IORRU��RQ�WKHLU�EDFNV�

RU�WXPPLHV��VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EXLOG�PXVFOH�DQG�OHDUQ�WR�WXUQ�DURXQG�WKHLU�RZQ�D[LV��VLW��

DQG�ODWHU�FUDZO�DQG�ZDON��,�KDYH�DOVR�KHDUG�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�WHOO�PRWKHUV�WKDW�LW�LV�JRRG�

IRU�WKH�EDELHV�WR�EH�E\�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�DYRLG�RYHUVWLPXODWLRQ�DQG�IRU�WKHP�WR�‘find their 

own peace and quiet’�� ,W�ZDV� WKHVH�SRLQWV� DERXW�SK\VLFDO� GHYHORSPHQW� WKDW�PRWKHUV�

)DULGD�DQG�$]UD�VRXJKW�WR�LPSOHPHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�EDELHV��VHH�&KDSWHU������

�� Cecilie’s advice about being ‘careful’� ZLWK� EDQDQD� SRUULGJH� RSHQHG� XS� IRU�

parents to reflect upon what ‘being careful’ meant and how they should direct their 

IHHGLQJ� KDELWV� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK� WKLV��+RZHYHU�� KHU� DOHUWQHVV� DQG� VXGGHQ� UHDFWLRQ�

ZKHQ�WKH�PRWKHU�PHQWLRQHG�WKH�EDQDQD�SRUULGJH��DV�,�VHH�LW��LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�VKH�DFWXDOO\�

KDV� D� VWURQJHU� RSLQLRQ�� RU� D� KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSW�� +HQFH�� WKH� GLDORJXH� KDV� D� pretend�

HOHPHQW� WR� LW� �VHH� &KDSWHU� ���� 7KLV� VWUDWHJ\� LOOXVWUDWHV� WKH� GLOHPPD� IDFLQJ� KHDOWK�

YLVLWRUV� DERXW�whether to provide ‘expert advice’ when they experience that this is 

what the mother wants (control), or to ‘create situations where participants can 

FRQWULEXWH� ZLWK� RZQ� H[SHULHQFHV� EDVHG� RQ� SHUVRQDl premises’ �%UnWHQ�� ����������

PRUH�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�FXUUHQW�WKLQNLQJ�RQ�HPSRZHUPHQW��FDUH����

�

                                                           
����3kWp� ERXJKW� LQ� UHJXODU� VXSHUPDUNHWV� FRQWDLQV� SRUN� DQG� FDQQRW� EH� HDWHQ� E\�0XVOLPV�� ,� KDYH� QRW�
H[SHULHQFHG� WKLV� WR�EH� DFNQRZOHGJHG� DW� WKH�3&+6� LQ� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�SDUHQWV�� ,Q� NLQGHUJDUWHQV��
KRZHYHU��,�KDYH�VHHQ�WKLV�PDGH�H[SOLFLW�RQ�QRWHV�KDQJLQJ�RQ�IULGJHV��DV�UHPLQGHUV�WR�WHDFKHUV���



294 
 

Technology 3: ‘Not dictating’ 
7KH�VWUDWHJLHV�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DSSO\�DUH�IDVKLRQHG�E\�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�JURXS��WKH�PRUH�

WKH�PHPEHUV�FRQYHUVH�DERXW�UHOHYDQW�WRSLFV��WKH�OHVV�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�KDV�WR�WDNH�RQ�DQ�

DGYLVRU\� UROH�� EXW� FDQ� UDWKHU� DSSO\� D� PRUH� JXLGLQJ� UROH� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� KRZ�

LQIRUPDWLRQ� LV� SURYLGHG�� DQG� RI�ZKDW� NLQGV�� ,Q� JURXS� FRQVXOWDWLRQV�� SDUHQWV� WHQG� WR�

FKDW�DPRQJVW�WKHPVHOYHV�ZKLOH�WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU��DV�ZH�VDZ�ZLWK�&HFLOLH�LQ�WKH�LQLWLDO�

example, does the ‘round’, examining the babies. Seemingly casually moving from 

FKLOG�WR�FKLOG��&HFLOLH�GRHV�QRW�LQWHUUXSW�WKH�WDON��DQG�WKXV�JLYHV�SDUHQWV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�

WR� FKDW� DPRQJVW� WKHPVHOYHV��ZKLFK� WKH\� GR�� ILQGLQJ� RXW� KRZ�FORVH� WKH\� OLYH� WR� RQH�

DQRWKHU�� ZKHWKHU� WKH\� KDYH� FRPPRQ� IULHQGV�� RU� KDYH� DSSOLHG� WR� WKH� VDPH�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� &HFLOLH� VRPHWLPHV� QRGV� LQ� DJUHHPHQW�� VRPHWLPHV� DVNV� D� IROORZ�XS�

TXHVWLRQ� WR� RQH� RI� WKH� SDUHQWV�� 6RPHWLPHV�� MXVW� IRU� D� VSOLW� VHFRQG�� VKH� VWRSV� DQG�

OLVWHQV��PHQWDOO\�UHJLVWHULQJ�ZKR�VD\V�ZKDW��EHIRUH�PRYLQJ�RQ�WR�WKH�QH[W�FKLOG��/DWHU��

FDVXDOO\�DQG�VHHPLQJO\�FRLQFLGHQWDOO\��VKH�ZLOO�UDLVH�WKH�YHU\�WRSLFV�VKH�KDV�UHJLVWHUHG�

as parents’ concerns or advice to each other during her round. She takes noWHV�RQ�WKH�

FKDUW� DQG� ZULWHV� HQRXJK� VR� WKDW� LW� LV� SRVVLEOH� WR� IROORZ� XS� HLWKHU� GXULQJ� WKH�

FRQVXOWDWLRQ�RU�ODWHU��EXW�QRW�ZULWLQJ�VR�PXFK�WKDW�SDUHQWV�ZRUU\�RU�TXHVWLRQ�KHU��

�

‘In this group I only dictated once…I do not want to give them [parents] the 

solution, because then they miss out on the educational component. I prefer 

asking them “yes, so how did you do that”, or “ok, what do you [the group] 

think about that? Do you have similar experiences?”, and then try to steer the 

conversation from there, if I feel that I need to – which I don’t always do.’   

�

In the initial example, Cecilie used the mother’s statement about porridge as a point of 

GHSDUWXUH� IRU� LQWURGXFLQJ� RWKHU� IRRG�UHODWHG� WRSLFV�� +HQFH�� LQ� OLQH� ZLWK� WKH�

HPSRZHUPHQW�VWUDWHJ\��&HFLOLH�OHWV� WKH�WRSLFV�HPHUJH�IURP�WKH�JURXS��WKHQ�SLFNV�XS�

RQ�WKHVH�WRSLFV�WKURXJK�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV��DQG�SOD\V�WKHP�EDFN�WR�WKH�JURXS�� ,Q�WKLV�

particular group, Cecilie ‘dictated’ only once. That was when a mother said that it was 

D�JRRG�IRU�EDELHV��XQGHU���PRQWKV�ROG��WR�EH�WDXJKW�WR�OLNH�FHUWDLQ�DGXOWV�E\�PDNLQJ�

WKHP�VSHQG� WLPH�ZLWK� WKHVH�DGXOWV�� HYHQ� LI� WKH\� LQGLFDWHG� WKDW� WKH\�GLG�QRW�ZDQW� WR��

Cecilie was strongly opposed to this, feeling (as I see it) this would disturb the child’s 

HPRWLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�DELOLW\�WR�GUDZ�LWV�RZQ�VHOI�GHILQHG�ERXQGDULHV�RI�VRFLDO�

LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHUV��
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I interpret ‘not dictating’ as Cecilie terms it, or not to give a ‘quick fix’��DV�(OLQ�

VSHDNV�RI��WR�EH�DERXW�HVWDEOLVKLQJ��DQG�HQVXULQJ�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI��UHODWLRQVKLSV�RI�

WUXVW� EHWZHHQ�PRWKHUV� DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�–� QRW� JLYLQJ� WKHP� WKH� VROXWLRQ��EXW� LQVWHDG�

IDFLOLWDWLQJ� VHOI�reflection as a method for becoming ‘good parents’. Here, Cecilie 

speaks of her method of ‘catching’ questions, before ‘throwing’ them back again to 

SDUHQWV��6SHFific questions like ‘how, how much/often’ are often answered with ‘Well, 

how, how much/often do \RX do it?’� :KHQ� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� GR� QRW� DQVZHU� GLUHFW�

questions, or deliberately delay giving a ‘quick fix’, they are seeking to empower 

PRWKHUV��EXW�WKH\�DOVR�ULVN�EUHDNLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�WUXVW�LI�SDUHQWV�H[SHFW�D�FOHDUHU�

SURIHVVLRQDO� UROH�ZLWK�FRQFUHWH�DGYLFH� LQ� WKH�IRUP�RI� LQVWUXFWLRQV�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�YDJXH�

JXLGDQFH���

$QRWKHU�ZD\�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV� DYRLG�GLFWDWLQJ� LV� WR�RSHQ�XS�D� WRSLF�E\� VKDULQJ�

WKHLU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV��/LQGD�� IRU� LQVWDQFH�� VWDUWHG�RII�D�JURXS�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�

E\�WDONLQJ�DERXW�KHU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRG�DQG�PHPRULHV�RI�KHU�PRWKHU��EHIRUH�VKH�RXWOLQHG�

KRZ�WKHVH�H[SHULHQFHV�ODWHU�OHG�KHU�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�KRZ�VKH�GLVFLSOLQHG�KHU�RZQ�FKLOGUHQ��

6KH�VKDUHG�PHPRULHV�RI�D�VSHFLILF�VLWXDWLRQ�IURP�KHU�FKLOGKRRG�ZKHUH�VKH�KDG�GRQH�

VRPHWKLQJ�ZURQJ��DQG�KRZ�VKH�VWLOO�UHPHPEHUHG�KHU�IHHOLQJ�RI�JXLOW��EHIRUH�VKH�DVNHG�

WKH� JURXS�� ‘Can you remember anything from your own childhoods? Were your 

parents strict with you…or…?’� ,QGHHG�� 5DKHHOD� KDG� VLPLODU� PHPRULHV� RI� KHU� RZQ�

FKLOGKRRG��DQG�WROG�WKH�JURXS�DERXW�KRZ�VKH�DQG�KHU�VLVWHUV�FRXOG�JHW�IUHTXHQW�VPDFNV�

IURP�WKHLU�IDWKHU��HYHQ�IRU�PLQRU�YLRODWLRQV���

7KURXJK� ORFDWLQJ� KHU� RZQ� FKLOGKRRG� DV� VLPLODU� WR� WKH� FKLOGKRRGV� RI� WKH�

PRWKHUV� LQ� WKH� JURXS�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKH\� RFFXUUHG� LQ� GLIIHUHQW� WLPHV� DQG� GLIIHUHQW�

SODFHV��/LQGD� VHHPHG� WR�know� WKDW�KHU� VWRU\�ZRXOG� WULJJHU� VRPHRQH� WR� VSHDN� DERXW�

GLVFLSOLQLQJ��ZKLFK�ZDV�RQH�WRSLF�VKH�KDG�SODQQHG�WR�GLVFXVV�LQ�WKLV�FRQVXOWDWLRQ��7KH�

ZD\�VKH�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�WRSLF�FUHDWHG�DQ�DWPRVSKHUH�WKDW�OHG�5DKHHOD�WR�UDLVH�WKH�WRSLF�

DQG� VWLPXODWHG� reflection LQ� WKH� JURXS� DQG� ZDV� QRW� H[SHULHQFHG� DV� PRUDOLVLQJ�� ,Q�

1RUZD\��FRUSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�LV�LOOHJDO��+RZHYHU��HYHQ�ZKHQ�5DKHHOD�WROG�/LQGD�WKDW�

VKH�KDG�EHHQ� VPDFNHG� DV� D� FKLOG�� /LQGD�� DIWHU� VKDULQJ� D� IHZ� WKRXJKWV� RQ� WKH� WRSLF��

URXQGHG�RII�LQ�D�IULHQGO\�EXW�ILUP�WRQH��UHPLQGLQJ�WKH�JURXS��DQG�DV�,�VHH�LW��5DKHHOD�

LQ�SDUWLFXODU�� WKDW� LW� LV� IRUELGGHQ�E\� ODZ�WR�XVH�FRUSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW� LQ�1RUZD\��DQG�

WKDW� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� PDNH� FKLOGUHQ� IHHO� ORYHG�� DOVR� ZKHQ� UHDFWLQJ� WR� QHJDWLYH�

EHKDYLRXU���
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Health visitors’ strategies of not dictating and of shaULQJ� WKHLU� SHUVRQDO�

H[SHULHQFHV� are ways to facilitate a ‘light atmosphere’� DV� D� WRRO� WR� HVWDEOLVK�

UHODWLRQVKLSV� RI� WUXVW� ZLWK� SDUHQWV�� 2QFH�� GXULQJ� WKH� ZHLJKLQJ� DQG� PHDVXULQJ�� RQH�

PRWKHU�SURXGO\�UHSRUWHG��WR�DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZDV�OLVWHQLQJ��WKDW�KHU�GDXJKWHU�KDG�JRW�VL[�

WHHWK�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VSDFH�RI�D�PRQWK��WR�ZKLFK�WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�UHSOLHG�� ‘Six teeth in a 

month’� >WR� WKH�PRWKHU@�� >7hen, to the baby] ‘Poor little one.’� >$JDLQ� WXUQLQJ� WR� WKH�

mother] ‘So there is much to brush now!’ 7KHQ��ZKHQ� WKH� EDE\� VPLOHG� DW� KHU�� VKH�

WLFNOHG�KHU� DQG� UHSHDWHG� WR� WKH�EDE\� WKDW� WKHUH�ZDV� VR�PXFK� WR�EUXVK�QRZ��EHFDXVH�

teeth have to be brushed ‘from the first tooth’, a common mantra. The health visitor’s 

LQYROYHPHQW� RI� WKH� FKLOG� DV�� LI� QRW� DQ� HTXDO�� WKHQ� DW� OHDVW� D� FRQYHUVDWLRQDO� SDUWQHU�

FDSDEOH�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ��LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�YLHZ�RI�WKH�FKLOG�DV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�DJHQW��

DV�RSSRVHG� WR� WKH�FKLOG�QRW�\HW�EHLQJ�UHDG\� WR�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�–�DV�DOVR�

FDPH�WR�WKH�IRUH�LQ�WKH�GLVDJUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�3DUYHHQ�DQG�&HFLOLH�ZKHUH�&HFLOLH�IHOW�

VKH�KDG� WR�dictate��8VLQJ� WKLV� VWUDWHJ\��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV� VHQVH� WKDW� WKH�PRWKHU� LV�PRUH�

likely to brush the child’s teeth�because it is based on her child’s needs, rather than 

the professional’s demands. Again, we see that caring and controlling are closely 

OLQNHG�LQ�WKDW�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV’�FDULQJ�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�WKH�FKLOG�LV�D�ZD\�WR�FRQWURO�RU�

GLUHFW�WKH�PRWKHU’V�EHKDYLRXU�DQG�RULHQWDWLRQ�WRZDUGV�ZKDW�D�FKLOG�LV�DQG�QHHGV��

�

Managing a diverse population 
,Q�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��+DGL\D�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�VKH�KDV�GLIILFXOWLHV�SXWWLQJ�KHU�WKUHH�\HDU�

old to bed, and has asked ‘her’ health visitor for advice. Apparently, Hadiya was told 

to let Inaya ‘find her own sleep’��DQG�QRW�OLH�QH[W�WR�KHU�LQ�EHG�XQWLO�VKH�IHOO�DVOHHS��DV�

+DGL\D�QRUPDOO\�GRHV��5DWKHU��VKH�ZDV�WR�OHDYH�WKH�URRP�DIWHU�SXWWLQJ�WKH�JLUO�WR�EHG��

and not pick Inaya up or ‘give in’��+DGL\D�GLG�QRW�PXFK�DSSUHFLDWH�WKLV�DGYLFH���

�

‘I think that the health visitors are too strict. They talk about the Ferber 

method162 or whatever it is called when they let the baby cry until it falls 

asleep. I don’t have the heart to do that. I actually like it when there are no 

routines, there are so many of them here. It drives me crazy. Human beings 

can’t be regulated like that.’   

 

                                                           
162 $ERXW�WKH�‘FU\�LW�RXW’ or Ferber�PHWKRG�VHH�Solve your child's sleep problems��)HUEHU���������
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+DGL\D�DVNHG�D�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�ZK\�LW�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�KDYH�URXWLQHV�DQG�ZDV�WROG�WKDW�

WKLV� FUHDWHG� VHFXUH� �trygge��� DQG� FRQILGHQW� �selvsikre�� FKLOGUHQ�� +DGL\D� GLVDJUHHV��

WHOOLQJ�PH�WKDW�FRQILGHQW�DQG�VHFXUH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�FUHDWHG� LQ� ‘an environment, not by 

the clock’. +RZHYHU�� DOEHLW� FULWLFDO�� +DGL\D� GLG� WU\� WKH�PHWKRG� IRU� D� QLJKW� RU� WZR��

EHIRUH�JLYLQJ�XS��‘I got tired,�following the clock all the time. It is my experience that 

children sleep when they are tired. The routines must come by themselves.� It is the 

environment, not the routine that creates confident people.’��

$W�D���PRQWK�JURXS�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�,�DWWHQGHG��KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�(OLQ�VSRNH�DERXW�WKH�

importance of ‘allowing for some crying’�and to ‘stå i det’ �‘to keep it up’, lit. to stand 

in it��in introducing ‘good sleeping habits’, because although ‘it can be exhausting, a 

few nights will give results’.�,Q�H[SODLQLQJ�ZK\�WKLV�LV�LPSRUWDQW��VKH�HPSKDVLVHG�WKH�

LPSRUWDQFH�RI�‘getting up in the morning’: ‘People need structure. Children must go 

to bed in order to get up in the morning.’�7R�SXW�D�FKLOG�WR�EHG�ZKHQHYHU�LW�LV�WLUHG�LV�

WR�MXVW�OHW�WKLQJV�UXQ�WKHLU�FRXUVH��‘la det skure og gå’)� 5DWKHU��VKH�WHOOV�WKH�SDUHQWV�DW�

WKH�JURXS� ‘You can do it all the natural way, the routine is the most important thing 

[nå kan dere ta alt naturlig, rutinen er det viktigste]�’��

$QRWKHU� KHDOWK� YLVLWRU�� /LQGD�� KDV� D� PRUH� IOH[LEOH� DSSURDFK� WKDQ� WKH� PRUH�

UHJXODWLYH�(OLQ��DQG�VKUXJV�RII�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FKLOGUHQ�KDYLQJ�WR�JR�WR�EHG�HDUO\�LQ�

the evening and to get up early in the morning. ‘It is just as OK’ (like greit)��VKH�VD\V� 

LI�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�JR�WR�EHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�ODWH�LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ��DQG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�

URRP��HYHQ�LQ�WKH�VDPH�EHG, if this ‘suits the family, so don’t stress about it’ (hvis det 

passer seg i familien, så ikke stress med det). ‘You know, today we tell parents that 

when the child is 9 months old they should find a rhythm that meets the needs of the 

child [legger opp rytmen utifra barnets behov]. Some 30, 40, 50 years ago people 

said ‘eat – sleep – eat – sleep.’�/LQGD�HPSKDVLVHV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�IOH[LELOLW\�

LQ� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV’� DSSURDFK� WR� WKH� JRYHUQLQJ� RI� LQWLPDWH� SUDFWLFHV�� <HW�� RIWHQ��

XQGHUQHDWK� WKH� IOH[LELOLW\� LQ� WKH� SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV�� OLHV� D� VXEWH[W�� RU� D� KLGGHQ�

WUDQVFULSW��RI�URXWLQH�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV���

)RU� +DGL\D�� FKLOGUHQ� EHFRPH� FRQILGHQW� E\� QRW� EHLQJ� ‘clocked’�� DQG� VKH�

FKRRVHV� QRW� WR� IROORZ� WKH� DGYLFH� VKH� ZDV� JLYHQ� DW� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK�

6HUYLFHV�� )RU� KHU�� VOHHSLQJ� ZKHQ� RQH� LV� WLUHG� LV� D� VLJQ� RI� VHOI�UHJXODWLRQ� DQG�

LQGHSHQGHQFH��D�IRUP�RI�LQGHSHQGHQFH�WKDW�FDQQRW�EH�taught�E\�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�

URXWLQHV��EXW�ZKLFK�KDV�WR�EH�learnt�E\�WKH�FKLOG�DV�LW�JURZV�ROGHU��DW�LWV�RZQ�SDFH�DQG�

ZKHQ� WKDW� SDUWLFXODU� FKLOG� LV� UHDG\�� DQG� LQ� D� VRFLDO� FRQWH[W� WKDW� GRHV� QRW� GLUHFW� WKLV�
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RYHUO\�� WDNLQJ� WKH� LQLWLDWLYH� DZD\� IURP� FKLOGUHQ�� 6LPLODUO\�� /LQGD� KDV� D� IOH[LEOH�

DSSURDFK�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�IDPLOLHV�PXVW�RUJDQLVH�WKHLU�GD\�DQG�URXWLQHV�DV�LW�ILWV�WKHP�

–�EXW��GLIfering from Hadiya’s approach, routines remain important. /LQGD’V�FRQFHUQ�

LV�WKDW�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�correct GDLO\�URXWLQHV��VXFK�DV�QRW�PHUHO\�JHWWLQJ�XS��

EXW�JHWWLQJ�XS� in the morning�� LQ� WLPH�IRU�D� UHJXODU�ZRUNLQJ�GD\�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\��(OLQ�

VSHDNV�of routines as being ‘natural’ while also having to be managed. �

%DVHG� RQ� KLV� UHVHDUFK� LQ� D� SDHGLDWULF� FOLQLF� LQ� HWKQLFDOO\� GLYHUVH� 0RQWUHDO��

6\OYLH�)RUWLQ�DUJXHV�WKDW�practitioners’ interpretations of parental attitudes are linked 

to ‘their perceived backJURXQG� ZLWKLQ� WKH� ORFDO� DQG� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� FRQILJXUDWLRQ� RI�

QRUPV�DQG�YDOXHV��LQFOXGLQJ�the notion of the ‘good parent’ ������������$OVR��PLJUDQW�

diversity is ‘written into’ healthcare systems through the ways in which institutional 

SUDFWLFHV�GHDO�ZLWK�GLYHUVLW\��DQG�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�PLJUDQW�JURXSV�DUWLFXODWH�WKHLU�QHHGV�

�)DOJH��5X]]D�	�6FKPLGNH�� ���������$FFRUGLQJO\�� DV�P\�GLVFXVVLRQV� RI� WUDQVFULSWV��

DQG�UDWLRQDOLWLHV�DQG�WHFKQRORJLHV�DOVR�LQGLFDWH��ZH�QHHG�WR�H[DPLQH�KRZ�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�

LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VSDFHV�DUH�not moulded solely by the ‘system’, but also by professionals 

DQG�FOLHQWV�–�RU�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DQG�SDUHQWV�–�ZLWKLQ�WKH�V\VWHP���

As a social and relational space, the clinical space ‘is submitted to the broad 

KLHUDUFKLVDWLRQ� RI� VRFLDO� JURXSV� E\� HWKQLFLW\�� gender, and class’ �)RUWLQ�� �����������

+HUH��GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�DQG�VRXUFHV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�PHHW��DQG�EHFRPH�DWWDFKHG�WR�VRFLDO�

PDUNHUV�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�VRXUFHV�RI�GLIIHUHQFH�� ,Q�$OQD��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DUH�H[FOXVLYHO\�

HWKQLF�PDMRULW\�1RUZHJLDQ�ZRPHQ��ZKHUHDV�SDUHQWV�DUH�HWKQLFDOO\�GLYHUVH��7KLV�DGGV�

IXUWKHU�WR�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�DV\PPHWU\�RI�SDUHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO�UHODWLRQV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��

TXLWH� D� IHZ� RI� WKH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� HLWKHU� OLYH� RU� KDYH� OLYHG� LQ� $OQD� ERURXJK� RU� WKH�

*URUXG� 9DOOH\�� DQG� WKXV� PD\� VKDUH� ZLWK� SDUHQWV� DQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� GLYHUVH�

QDWXUH�RI�WKH�SODFH���

6RPH� SURIHVVLRQDOV� KDYH� FKDQJHG� WKHLU� DSSURDFK� WR� UHJXODWLRQ� E\� WKHLU�

HQFRXQWHUV�ZLWK�D�GLYHUVH�SRSXODWLRQ��7KLV�ZDV�HYLGHQW� LQ� WKH�GLVDJUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�

/LQGD� DQG� (OLQ� RQ� ZKHQ� DQG� KRZ� D� FKLOG� QHHGV� WR� EH� SXW� WR� EHG�� ZKHUH� /LQGD�

HPSKDVLVHG�FRQWH[W�� DQG�ZKDW� VXLWV�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\� IDPLO\� DQG� IDPLO\�FRQVWHOODWLRQ��

ZKHUHDV�(OLQ�IRFXVHG�KHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RQ�PRUH�ULJLG�URXWLQHV��,Q�IDFW��RYHU�D�FXS�RI�

FRIIHH� D� IHZ�GD\V� ODWHU��/LQGD��(OLQ� DQG� ,�ZHUH� GLVFXVVLQJ� WKH� IUHTXHQWO\� JLYHQ� DQG�

XQFRPSURPLVLQJ� LQVWUXFWLRQ� WKDW� FKLOGUHQ� VKRXOG� GULQN�ZDWHU� DQG� QRW�PLON� DW� QLJKW��

DQG� QRW� XQGHU� DQ\� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� EH� JLYHQ� MXLFH� LQ� WKHLU� ERWWOHV�� +RZHYHU�� (OLQ��

softening the ‘uncompromising’ advice, added: ‘But you know, if parents are refugees 
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and have experienced a war, I mean…then some juice in a bottle is not really the end 

of the world, is it?’�+HDOWK� YLVLWRUV� DGRSW� WKHLU� SUDFWLFH� WR�PHHWLQJ� WKLV� GLYHUVLW\� LQ�

IDPLO\�OLYHV�E\�EURDGHQLQJ�WKHLU�DSSURDFK�WR��IRU�LQVWDQFH��WKH�NLQGV�RI�URXWLQHV�D�FKLOG�

QHHGV��0DQ\�DUH�DZDUH�RI�OLPLWDWLRQV�DQG�FRQVWUDLQWV�LQ�PRWKHUV’ everyday lives DQG�

WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�LQIOXHQFHV�WKHLU�DELOLWLHV�WR�WXUQ�LGHDOV�DQG�DGYLFH�LQWR�SUDFWLFH��

<HW��WKH�VWURQJ�EHOLHI�LQ�URXWLQHV�UHPDLQV�FHQWUDO��HYHQ�LI�PLQRU�GHYLDWLRQV�DUH�QRW�VHHQ�

as being ‘the end of the world’.�

�

Meeting mothers ‘where they are’  
+HDOWK� YLVLWRUV� DLP� WR� PHHW� SDUHQWV� where they are�� 7KH\� EDVH� WKLV� DSSURDFK� WR�

PDQDJLQJ�D�GLYHUVH�SRSXODWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�WKH\�SHUFHLYH�SHRSOH�DQG�WKHLU�QHHGV�WR�EH�DQG�

WKXV��SDUDGR[LFDOO\��PD\�PDQLIHVW�GLIIHUHQFHV�EDVHG�RQ�FHUWDLQ�PDUNHUV�DQG�RYHUORRN�

RWKHU�PDUNHUV�� LQFOXGLQJ�PDUNHUV�RI�VLPLODULWLHV�� ,Q�Nations and Nationalism,�(UQHVW�

*HOOQHU��������ZULWHV�RI�HQWURS\�UHVLVWDQW�WUDLWV�WKDW�GR�QRW�EHFRPH�HYHQO\�GLVWULEXWHG�

WKURXJKRXW� VRFLHW\�� +H� PHQWLRQV� JHQHWLF� WUDLWV�� VXFK� DV� VNLQ� FRORXU�� EXW� DOVR�

‘religious�cultural habits’ �*HOOQHU�� ���������� 9LVLEOH� IDFWRUV� OLNH� VNLQ� FRORXU� DQG�

IDFLDO� IHDWXUHV�DUH�HDV\� WR�REVHUYH��DQG� WKXV�EHFRPH�WKH�PDUNHUV� WKDW�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�

EDVH� WKHLU� FDWHJRULVDWLRQ� RQ��2I� FRXUVH�� LW� LV� HDVLHU� WR� VHH� SK\VLFDO� WUDLWV� WKDQ� RWKHU�

PDUNHUV� VXFK� DV� LQGLYLGXDO�RULHQWDWLRQV�� OHYHO� RI� HGXFDWLRQ�DQG� ODQJXDJH� VNLOOV�� 7KH�

GHJUHH�WR�ZKLFK�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�VHH�WUDLWV�DV�HQWURS\�UHVLVWDQW�RU�QRW��RU�WKH�GHJUHH�WR�

ZKLFK�WKH\�GR��LQIRUP�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�SDUHQWV�LQ�WKH�FOLQLF�DQG�

ZKDW�NLQG�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH\�DVN�IRU�DQG�JLYH�DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�GR�WKLV����

:LWK� D� SRSXODWLRQ� GLYHUVLW\� WKDW� WKHLU� SURIHVVLRQDO� WUDLQLQJ� GRHV� QRW� SUHSDUH�

WKHP�IRU��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�EDODQFH�WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH�IURP�SURIHVVLRQDO�WUDLQLQJ��SHUVRQDO�

GLVFUHWLRQ�� H[SHULHQFH� DQG� RXWORRN� RQ� PLJUDQWV�� 7KURXJK� KLV� EDODQFLQJ� DFW� KHDOWK�

visitors seek knowledge of and to understand cultural aspects of parents’ orientations 

DQG� SUDFWLFHV�� IRU� H[DPSOH� ZK\� FHUWDLQ� IRRGV� DUH� FRQVLGHUHG� WR� EH� KHDOWK\� IRU� WKH�

PRWKHU�GXULQJ�SUHJQDQF\�DQG�LQ�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�SHULRG�DIWHU�ELUWK��VHH�&KDSWHU�����7KLV�

LQIRUPDWLRQ� LV� XVHG� DV� D� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� GLDORJXHV� DQG� UHODWLRQVKLSV� RI�

WUXVW�ZLWK�PRWKHUV��+RZHYHU��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DOVR�ZRUN�DW�H[WHQGLQJ�WKHLU�SURIHVVLRQDO�

FDSDELOLW\� WR� DOVR� LQFOXGH� D� NLQG� RI� FRQYLYLDO� ‘diversity competence’�� 7KURXJK� WKLV�

FDSDELOLW\� RU� FRPSHWHQFH�� WKH\� VHHN� WR�meet� DQG�PDQDJH� ‘cultural difference’ as a 

JHQHULF�WUDLW�RI�SDUHQWV�–� UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKDW� WKLV�GLIIHUHQFH�LV�RU� LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH��
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7KH\�H[SDQG�WKHLU�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP�WR�LQFOXGH�WKLV�FRPSHWHQFH��,Q�SUDFWLFH��WKLV�HQWDLOV�

WKDW� WKH\� GR� QRW� �KDYH� WR�� JR� LQWR� WKH� GHWDLOV� DV� WR�ZKDW� GLIIHUHQFHV� FRQVLVW� RI�� EXW�

UDWKHU�DGDSW�D�JHQHUDOLVHG�PHWKRG�WR�KDQGOH�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�GLIIHUHQFHV���

+RZHYHU�� LQ� SUDFWLFH�� WKLV� FRPSHWHQFH� RIWHQ� WHQGV� WR� EH� EDVHG� RQ� HWKQLF�

PDUNHUV�� DQG� WKXV� LJQRUHV� RWKHU� IRUPV� RI� GLYHUVLW\�� /HW� XV� WXUQ� WR� WZR� H[DPSOHV� RI�

Sonia’s experience witK�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�–�RQH�EHIRUH�KHU�VRQ�ZDV�ERUQ��WKH�RWKHU�DIWHU�

KLV� ELUWK� –� WR� H[SORUH� KRZ� HWKQLFLW\� WUXPSV� RWKHU�PDUNHUV�� 7KH� VHFRQG� H[DPSOH� LV�

IURP�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�$VWULG��D�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU��7KH�ILUVW�H[DPSOH�LV�DERXW�6RQLD’V�

ILUVW� DQWHQDWDO� FKHFN�XS�� 6RQLD� EURXJKW� KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��0UV�5DMD�� EXW� ODWHU�ZHQW�

DORQH��FKRRVLQJ�WR�OLPLW�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�0UV�5DMD�LQ�KHU�SUHJQDQF\��DV�VKH�ZDQWHG�

WR�PDNH�KHU�RZQ�GHFLVLRQV��XVLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�PXOWLSOH�VRXUFHV���

�

‘I read books, and use the Internet a lot. I also speak to people at work, a 

female colleague recently had a baby…and to friends. My mother-in-law…I 

don’t mind listening to information or advice, but I will still do it my own way. 

When it comes from her [mother-in-law] I certainly don’t want to do it. I know 

that it’s wrong, but I still won’t do it. Besides, the midwife told me “don’t 

listen to the family!” [I look at Sonia, with a question mark in my expression, 

and she continues] She did say that! She said that often there is so much 

different advice out there, it gets confusing, so seek professional advice 

instead.’163 

�

3URIHVVLRQDOV�VXFK�DV�PLGZLYHV�DQG�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�SRVLWLRQ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�

PRWKHUV�RU�PRWKHUV�WR�EH�EDVHG�RQ�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�DGYLFH�RU� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WKH\�ZDQW� WR�

JLYH��)XUWKHU��WKH\�DGDSW�KRZ�WKH\�JLYH�WKH�DGYLFH��DV�ZHOO�DV�LWV�FRQWHQW��WR�PDWFK�WKH�

DVVXPHG�QHHGV�RI�ZRPHQ��:KHQ�WKH�PLGZLIH�WROG�6RQLD�QRW�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�KHU�IDPLO\�EXW�

WR�VHHN�SURIHVVLRQDO�DGYLFH�LQVWHDG��VKH�ZDV�DVVXPLQJ�WKDW�6RQLD�ZDV�VXEMHFW�WR�FURVV�

SUHVVXUH� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH� WZR� GLIIHUHQW� IRUPV� RI� NQRZOHGJH�� DQG� WKXV� QHHGHG� VRPH�

VXSSRUW�LQ�VWDQGLQJ�XS�DJDLQVW�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��,QGHHG��WKDW�ZDV�WKH�FDVH��DQG�6RQLD�

HQFRXQWHUHG�D�VLPLODU�VWUDWHJ\�WR�WKDW�IURP�WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�IURP�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��

$IWHU� WKH� FRQVXOWDWLRQ� WR� ZKLFK� 0UV� 5DMD� FDPH� ZLWK� KHU�� 0UV� 5DMD�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�

                                                           
����2QH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�GHILQHG�LW�DV�KHU�PDQGDWH�WR�FRXQWHU�‘manipulation at home’�with ‘influence from 

us’���
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Sonia, told her that what the health visitor had said ‘is not good advice - WKLV [Sonia 

points at herself, pretending to be her mother-in-law] is how you do it’��7HOOLQJ�6RQLD�

QRW�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�KHU�IDPLO\��WKH�PLGZLIH�ZLVKHG�WR�JLve Sonia a ‘tool’ she could use in 

VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�KHU�RZQ�YLHZ�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�IDPLO\�FRQWH[W��,Q�IDFW��6RQLD�IRXQG�WKLV�WR�EH�

‘good advice’ from the midwife, and appreciates it being given while Mrs Raja was 

SUHVHQW��EHFDXVH�WKHQ�VKH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�WR�RIIHQG�KHU�ODWHU�DW�KRPH�ZKHQ�QRW�WDNLQJ�KHU�

DGYLFH��‘because I had been told by a professional’��VHH�DOVR�)DL]D�DQG�$]UD��EHORZ����

Because family models and socialisation are influenced by ‘others whose 

perspectives matter’ �+DUNQHVV�	�6XSHU�����������ZKHQ�WKHVH�DXWKRULWLHV�FKDQJH�IURP�

EHLQJ� WKH�PRWKHU� WR� WKH�KHDOWK�SURIHVVLRQDO�� IURP�SDUHQWV� WR�FROOHDJXHV��RU� IURP� WKH�

PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�WR�WKH�,QWHUQHW��WKLV�LQYROYHV�D�VKLIW�LQ�WKH�UDQNLQJ�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�D�

UHIOH[LYH�SURFHVV�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�WKLV�VKLIW�

RFFXUV�� ,Q� KHU� VWXG\� RI� FKDQJHV� DQG� FRQWLQXLWLHV� LQ� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� WUDGLWLRQV� RI�

FKLOGFDUH�LQ�1RUZD\��5\VVW�+HLOPDQQ�RXWOLQHV�WKH�fields of influence �påvirkningsfelt��

RI�SDUHQWDO�SUDFWLFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�PHGLD��SHHUV�DQG�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�WKH�

:+2�� SROLFLHV� DQG� DGYLFH�� ZULWWHQ� VRXUFHV�� H[SHUW� DGYLFH� LQ� ORFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� DQG�

PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�ZRUN�DQG�WLPH��WKH�FKLOG�FDUH�HTXLSPHQW�LQGXVWU\�DQG�

JHQHUDO�YDOXHV�LQ�VRFLHW\–�ILHOGV�WKDW�DOVR�LQIOXHQFH�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�WKXV�DUH�FRQQHFWHG�

������������For Sonia, doing it ‘my own way’ does not mean not taking advice, but 

UDWKHU��DV�,�VHH�LW��KHU�RZQ�ZD\�RI�PDNLQJ�VHQVH�RI�DGYLFH��)LUVWO\��VKH�XVHV�GLIIHUHQW�

VRXUFHV�WKDQ�WKH�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�V\VWHP�0UV�5DMD�VSHDNV�RI��VXFK�DV�WKH�,QWHUQHW�DQG�

FROOHDJXHV� DW�ZRUN�� DQG�� VHFRQGO\�� VKH�ZHLJKV� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI� DGYLFH� XS� DJDLQVW�

HDFK�RWKHU� DQG�FKRRVHV�ZKDW� VXLWV�KHU��RQ� WKH�EDVLV�RI� WKH�DFWXDO�DGYLFH��QRW�ZKR� LW�

FRPHV�IURP��<HW��E\�PHHWLQJ�PRWKHUV�where they are �XQGHUVWRRG�DV�HWKQLFLW\��KHDOWK�

YLVLWRUV� PD\� RYHUORRN� WKH� NLQG� RI� UHIOHFWLYH� HYDOXDWLRQV� DQG� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� RI�

GLIIHUHQW�IRUPV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�PRWKHUV�GR�HQJDJH�LQ��)RU�LQVWDQFH��D�IHZ�PRQWKV�

DIWHU�WKH�DQWHQDWDO�FKHFN�XS��ZKHQ�,�FDPH�ZLWK�6RQLD�DQG�KHU�EDE\�$PLU�WR�D�3&+6�

FKHFN�XS��6RQLD�H[SUHVVHG�VXUSULVH�WR�$VWULG��WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�WKDW�LQRFXODWLRQV�ZHUH�

JLYHQ�DW�WKH���PRQWK�FKHFN�XS���

�

6RQLD���� What kind of vaccination is this?��

$VWULG�� It is a part of the vaccination programme.164 �

                                                           
164  Barnevaksinasjonsprogrammet,�DGPLQLVWHUHG�E\�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV� 
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6RQLD�� � Yes, but what kind of vaccination is it?  

$VWULG��� Let’s just get this over and done with.��

�

+HUH�� $VWULG� DWWHPSWV� WR�PHHW� D�PLJUDQW�PRWKHU�where she is� E\� QRW� H[SODLQLQJ� LQ�

JUHDW� GHWDLO�� EXW� DW� KHU�SUHVXPHG� OHYHO�� ,� VSHFXODWH� WKDW� WKLV� LV�EHFDXVH� VKH�GRHV�QRW�

ZDQW� WR�FRQIXVH� WKH�PRWKHU��6RQLD��XQQHFHVVDULO\�ZLWK�NQRZOHGJH� WKDW� VKH� IHHOV� VKH�

PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�JUDVS�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�PD\�PDNH�ZKDW�VKH�FRQVLGHUV�WR�EH�WKH�ZURQJ�

GHFLVLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�WKLV�–�QRW�WR�LQRFXODWH�KHU�VRQ��$VWULG�VHHPV�WR�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH�IDFW�

WKDW� WKH� LQMHFWLRQ�ZDV� SDUW� RI� WKH� RIILFLDO� SURJUDPPH�ZDV� DQVZHU� JRRG� HQRXJK� IRU�

6RQLD� –� ZKLOH� 6RQLD�� ZKR� KHUVHOI� KDV� JRQH� WKURXJK� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� YDFFLQDWLRQ�

programme and holds a master’s degree in biochemistry, is perfectly capable of 

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� ZKLFK� LQMHFWLRQV� DUH� IRU� ZKDW� GLVHDVHV�� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� ULVN� RI� VLGH�

HIIHFWV��6RQLD�ZDV�JHQXLQHO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�YDFFLQDWLRQ��VXFK�DV��VKH�

WROG�PH� ODWHU��ZKDW�GLVHDVHV� LW�ZRXOG�SUHYHQW�KHU� VRQ� IURP�JHWWLQJ�DQG� WKH�SRVVLEOH�

VLGH�HIIHFWV�� +RZHYHU�� ZKDW� VKH� JRW� ZDV� QHLWKHU� DQ� DXWKRULWDWLYH� H[SODQDWLRQ� WKDW�

FRXOG�SURYLGH�KHU�ZLWK�XVHIXO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��QRU�D�‘quick fix’���

0HHWLQJ�PRWKHUV�where they are LV�D�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�PHHWLQJ�D�GLYHUVH�SRSXODWLRQ��

DQG�LV�D�FHQWUDO�DVSHFW�RI�SURIHVVLRQDls’ ‘diversity competence’ ��+HUH��KRZHYHU��6RQLD�

ZDV� LQ� IDFW� QRW� PHW�where she is�� 5DWKHU�� $VWULG� DVVXPHG� WKDW� VKH� ZDV� LQ� D� YHU\�

GLIIHUHQW�SODFH� WKDQ�ZKHUH�6RQLD�KHUVHOI� IHOW� WKDW� VKH�ZDV�� 7KHUH� LV� D� IOLSVLGH� WR� WKH�

JRYHUQLQJ� VWUDWHJ\� RI� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� DLPLQJ� WR� PHHW� PRWKHUV� where they are��

SUHFRQFHLYHG�DVVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�PLQRULWLHV�ZDQW��QHHG�DQG�

DUH�DEOH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��+HDOWK�YLVLWRUV�GR�QRW�DOZD\V�UHDG�WKH�HQWLUHW\�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��

DQG� PD\� EH� VR� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� HWKQLFLW\� WKDW� WKH\� PLVV� RXW� RQ� RWKHU� PDUNHUV� RI�

GLIIHUHQFH�DQG�VLPLODULW\�beyond ethnicity and in their understanding of parents’ life�

ZRUOGV� DQG� WKH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG� OLPLWDWLRQV�ZLWKLQ� WKHVH� LQ� WU\LQJ� WR�PHHW� SDUHQWV�

where they are��,Q�P\�H[SHULHQFH��GHVSLWH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�SUH�PLJUDWLRQ�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�

VRFLDO� FODVV�� DQG� FXOWXUDO� RU� HFRQRPLF� FRQGLWLRQV�� DV�ZHOO� DV� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RI� EURDGHU�

VWUXFWXUDO�FRQGLWLRQV��VHH�DOVR�)RUWLQ��������.UDXVH��$OH[�	�3DUNLQ��������6DUJHQW�	�

/DUFKDQFKH��������� DOO�PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV� DUH�RIWHQ� VHHQ� WR�EH� LQ� WKH� VDPH�SODFH�� DQG�

thus meet a ‘one size fits all’ approach. �

+HDOWK� YLVLWRUV� OLNH�$VWULG� DQG� /LQGD� DGDSW� WKHLU� SUDFWLFHV� WR�PHHW� D� GLYHUVH�

SRSXODWLRQ�where they are�� 6RPHWLPHV� WKLV� PHDQV� WKDW� WKHLU� DGYLFH� EHFRPHV� PRUH�

DPELJXRXV� DQG� RSHQ� WR� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�� RWKHU� WLPHV� WKLV� PDNHV� WKH� DGYLFH� DQG� WKH�
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SURIHVVLRQDO�DSSHDU�PRUH�ILUP��DV�$VWULG�LV�ZKHQ�VKH�RYHU�VLPSOLILHV�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

VKH�JLYHV�WR�6RQLD��,QGHHG��WKH�ZD\�ERWK�WKH�PLGZLIH�DQG�$VWULG�DQVZHUHG�6RQLD�LV�LQ�

RSSRVLWLRQ� WR� WKH� HPSRZHUPHQW� VWUDWHJ\�ZKHUH� SDUHQWV� DUH� LQWHQGHG� WR� UHIOHFW� XSRQ�

GLIIHUHQW� W\SHV� RQ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� PDNH� WKHLU� RZQ� FKRLFHV�� ,Q� ZLWKKROGLQJ� RU�

FRQFHDOLQJ� NQRZOHGJH�� DV� $VWULG� GLG� ZLWK� WKH� LQRFXODWLRQV�� SURIHVVLRQDOV� OLPLW� WKH�

VSDFH� IRU� DUWLFXODWLRQ�� 7KLV� JD]H� GLUHFWHG� DW� HWKQLF� GLIIHUHQFH�–� IRU�*HOOQHU� HQWURS\�

UHVLVWDQW� PDUNHUV� DQG� IRU� %UXEDNHU� JURXSV� –� PD\� VHUYH� WR� VROLGLI\� GLIIHUHQFH� DQG�

KLHUDUFK\��DQG�UHLI\�WKH�LQIHULRU�VWDWXV�RI�PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�SURIHVVLRQDOV��

HWKQLF�PDMRULW\�IDPLOLHV�DQG�LQ�VRFLHW\�PRUH�EURDGO\���

3DUDGR[LFDOO\�� WKLV� VWUDWHJ\� PD\� OLPLW� WKH� PDQRHXYULQJ� VSDFH� RI� WKH� YHU\�

SHRSOH� WKH�SURIHVVLRQDOV� VHHN� WR�HPSRZHU�–�DV� LQ� WKH�FDVH�RI�$VWULG��ZKR�ZLWKKROGV�

LQIRUPDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�OLNH�6RQLD�QHHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�LQIRUPHG�GHFLVLRQV��,Q�WKH�ILUVW�

H[DPSOH� ZLWK� 6RQLD� KRZHYHU�� WKH� PLGZLIH� XQGHUVWRRG� WKH� GLOHPPDV� 6RQLD� IRXQG�

KHUVHOI� LQ��EXW�DOVR�KHUH�GLG�QRW�UHFRJQLVH�KHU�VWUHQJWKV��:KLOH� ,�KDYH�H[SODLQHG�WKLV�

JRYHUQLQJ� VWUDWHJ\� DV� HVVHQWLDOLVLQJ� DQG� EDVHG� RQ� SUHFRQFHLYHG� DVVXPSWLRQV� DERXW�

‘groups’, WKLV� LV�� ,� GDUH� VD\�� DOZD\V�� IRXQGHG� XSRQ� WKH� JRRG� LQWHQWLRQV� WKDW� OLHV� LQ�

PHHWLQJ�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�where they are��)XUWKHU��WKHVH�VWUDWHJLHV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�

D� UHVXOW� RI� WKH� LQWHQVH� ZRUN� SUHVVXUHV� WKDW� KHDOWK� ZRUNHUV� H[SHULHQFH�� 0DQ\� KDYH�

VKDUHG� ZLWK� PH� WKHLU� IUXVWUDWLRQV� DW� WKH� LQFUHDVHG� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� WKH\� DUH� EHLQJ�

DVVLJQHG� �lovpålagte oppgaver��ZLWKRXW� WKH� KXPDQ� UHVRXUFHV� DYDLODEOH� WR� GHDO�ZLWK�

WKLV�H[SDQGLQJ�PDQGDWH��DQG�DQ� LQFUHDVLQJO\�GLYHUVH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZLWK�PRUH� FRPSOH[�

DQG� YDULHG� IDPLO\� VLWXDWLRQV�� QHHGLQJ� PRUH� LQGLYLGXDO� IROORZ�XS� DQG� FROODERUDWLRQ�

ZLWK�RWKHU�VHUYLFHV���

�

Disempowerment through care? 
.QRZOHGJH� LV� D� PHDQV� IRU� FRQVWLWXWLQJ� QHZ� PRGHV� RI� VHHLQJ�� GRLQJ�� EHLQJ� DQG�

EHORQJLQJ�� LQ�HVVHQFH�SURGXFLQJ�SDUWLFXODU�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�SDUWLFXODU�ZD\V�RI�HQJDJLQJ�

ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG��0RRUH���������$V�LQ�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVHV��VHH�&KDSWHU�����PRWKHUV�DW�WKH�

3&+6� VHHN� VSHFLILF� NQRZOHGJH� DV� D� WRRO� IRU� HQJDJLQJ� ZLWK� DQG� FKDOOHQJLQJ� RWKHU�

IRUPV�RI�NQRZOHGJH��:KHQ�$]UD�ZDV�SUHJQDQW�ZLWK�KHU� ILUVW� FKLOG�� VKH�GHOLEHUDWHO\�

EURXJKW� ,VPDLO�DORQJ� WR�KHU�XOWUDVRXQG�DSSRLQWPHQW�ZLWK� WKH�J\QDHFRORJLVW��EHFDXVH�

,VPDLO�KDG�KHDUG�WKDW�KDYLQJ�VH[�GXULQJ�SUHJQDQF\�FRXOG�GDPDJH�WKH�FKLOG��$]UD��RI�D�

GLIIHUHQW� RSLQLRQ�� VSHFLILFDOO\� DVNHG� WKH� J\QDHFRORJLVW� DERXW� WKLV�� PDNLQJ� VXUH� WKDW�
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,VPDil was listening to the professional’s reassuring information that this was not at 

DOO� GDQJHURXV� IRU� WKH� PRWKHU� RU� WKH� XQERUQ� FKLOG�� ,VPDLO�� WUXVWLQJ� $]UD� DQG� KHU�

FRQILGHQFH�LQ�RIILFLDO�NQRZOHGJH��ZDV�FRQYLQFHG���

6LPLODUO\��)DL]D�XVHG�DXWKRULWDWLYH�NQRZOHGJH�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�KHU�RZQ�SRVLWLRQ�

LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�KHU�IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ��0U�%KDWWL��)RU�\HDUV�0U�%KDWWL�KDG�EODPHG�)DL]D�ILUVW�

for the stomach problems of her and Nadeem’s oldest son, Zubair, and then, when the 

ER\�ZDV�GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�FRHOLDF�GLVHDVH��0U�%KDWWL� told Faiza that her mother’s milk 

ZDV ‘bad’, and had caused the disease. Mr Bhatti’s version of the origins of his 

grandson’s disease was spread throughout the family, and Faiza felt increasingly 

alienated and angry. Even her husband’s unwavering support wDV�QRW�HQRXJK�IRU�KHU�

WR�OHW�WKH�DFFXVDWLRQV�VWDQG�XQPHW��$FFRUGLQJO\��)DL]D�SKRQHG�WKH�PHGLFDO�VSHFLDOLVW�

ZKR�KDG�GLDJQRVHG�=XEDLU��DQG�DVNHG�KLP�WR�ZULWH�D�IRUPDO�OHWWHU�VWLSXODWLQJ�WKH�FDXVH�

RI�WKH�GLVHDVH��DQG�DVNHG�KLP�WR�DGG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�FDXVDO�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�PRWKHU�

and child through mother’s milk or otherwise. Faiza promptly showed the letter and 

WKH�HQYHORSH�ZLWK� LWV�RIILFLDO� ORJR� WR�0U�%KDWWL�ZLWK�RWKHU� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�SUHVHQW��

ZKLFK�UHVROYHG�WKH�FRQIOLFW�RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO���

,�KDYH�FRPH�DFURVV�D�QXPEHU�RI�LQVWDQFHV�ZKHUH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV�

VHHN�FRQFUHWH�DGYLFH�WKDW�LV�QRW�RSHQ�WR�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV��VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�FKRRVH�LI�DQG�

KRZ�WR�XVH�WKLV�DGYLFH�RU�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�WKHLU�HQFRXQWHUV�ZLWK�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��7KLV�LV�

DOVR�D�PHDQV�WR�XVH�NQRZOHGJH�DV�VHOI�UHIOHFWLYH��DPELWLRXV�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�SDUHQWV��

EXW�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�WKDQ�WKDW�RI�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV��$]UD�DQG�)DL]D��KDYLQJ�UHIOHFWHG�RQ�

KRZ�WKH\�FDQ�JDLQ�FRQWURO�RI�VRPH�DVSHFWV�RI�WKHLU�SDUHQWKRRG��QHHG�H[DFWO\�WKLV�NLQG�

RI� ILUP�� FRQFUHWH� DGYLFH� IURP� SURIHVVLRQDOV� LQ� RUGHU� WR� HPSRZHU� WKHPVHOYHV��

/LNHZLVH��LQ�WKH�LQLWLDO�H[DPSOH��3DUYHHQ�VHHNV�FRQFUHWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�KHDOWK�

YLVLWRU��VR�DV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�HYDOXDWH�DQG�UHIOHFW�XSRQ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�JLYHQ�E\�DQRWKHU�

SURIHVVLRQDO�DW�WKH�KRVSLWDO��&HFLOLH��KRZHYHU��ZKLOH�DVNLQJ�DERXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�

UHDVRQ� 3DUYHHQ�ZDV� JLYHQ� IRU� QRW� OHWWLQJ� WKH� EDE\� VOHHS� RQ� LWV� VLGH�� GRHV� QRW� JLYH�

3DUYHHQ�DQ�DQVZHU�RU�RSLQLRQ�WR�DVVLVW�KHU�LQ�DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�DGYLFH���

7KXV�� ,� LGHQWLI\� D� GLVFUHSDQF\� LQ� H[SHFWDWLRQV�� ZKHUH� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�

PRWKHUV�H[SHFW�DQG�ZDQW�‘control’��ZKHUHDV�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�RIIHU�‘FDUH’��3DUDGR[LFDOO\��

ZKLOH� DLPV� RI�PRWKHUV� DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�PD\� FRUUHVSRQG�� RSLQLRQV� GLIIHU� RQ�ZKLFK�

JRYHUQLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�QHHGHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DFKLHYH�WKHVH��+HDOWK�YLVLWRUV�

XVH�WKH�HPSRZHUPHQW�UDWLRQDOH�DV�D�WHFKQRORJ\�RI�JRYHUQLQJ�DLPHG�DW�FUHDWLQJ�VHOI�

UHIOHFWLYH�� FRPSHWHQW�� DPELWLRXV� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQW� SDUHQWV�� ZLWK� NQRZOHGJH� DQG�
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FRQILGHQFH�WR�DFW�DV�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�ILQG�EHVW�� �0RWKHUV�H[SHFW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�WDNH�

on an ‘expert role’ rather than working towards reaching some form of agreement or 

interaction as ‘equals’��)XUWKHU��WKH\�QHHG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZLWK�VWURQJ�SXEOLF�WUDQVFULSWV�

DQG�WDQJLEOH�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�LPSOHPHQW�LQ�WKHLU�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W��$OWHUQDWLYHO\��

ZKHQ�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�GR�QRW�JHW�WKH�NLQG�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKH\�QHHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VKDSH�

WKHLU�SUDFWLFH��WKH\�PD\�end up living ‘two different lives’��DV�RQH�PRWKHU�WROG�PH���

�

 ‘In a way I lived two different lives: one with my mother-in-law and one with 

the health visitor. My mother-in-law said: “I have given birth to 6 children – 

you have to listen to me!” We fought quite a lot over this, and I asked her: 

“what about education then [with reference to the health visitors], does that 

not count?” Ah, we used to fight over that…’ 

�

3URIHVVLRQDOV�VHHN�WR�SURYLGH�PRWKHUV�ZLWK�PHQWDO�VNLOOV�WR�HTXLS�WKHP�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�

RZQ� GHFLVLRQV� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� WKHLU� FKLOG� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� IHHGLQJ� SUDFWLFHV�� VOHHSLQJ�

DUUDQJHPHQWV�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�UHJXODWLRQV�PRUH�EURDGO\��+RZHYHU��LQ�IDPLOLHV�

ZLWK�VWUDWLILHG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�� WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�PD\� WU\� WR�SURFODLP�WKH� OHJLWLPDF\�

of ‘traditional experience’ over ‘scientific knowledge’ from professionals, as in the 

FRQIOLFW�EHWZHHQ�6RQLD�DQG�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��7KXV�WKHUH�LV�D�UDQNLQJ�RI�NQRZOHGJH��

and of which kind of knowledge ‘counts’. In one way, this ranking is contested. Mrs 

Raja, for example, ranks her ‘traditional knowledge’ above the more ‘scientific 

knowledge’ from health professionals. However, for inIRUPDWLRQ� IURP�SURIHVVLRQDOV�

WR�EH� UHFRJQLVHG�DPRQJ� WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�� LW�PXVW�EH� FOHDUO\� IRUPXODWHG� WKURXJK�

VWURQJ� SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV�� :KHQ� VXFK� LQIRUPDWLRQ� LV� FOHDUO\� IRUPXODWHG� LW� EHFRPHV�

ERWK�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHVLVW�DQG�\HW�OHVV�UHVLVWHG���

,Q� P\� H[SHULHQFH�� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV�� LQ� JHQHUDO�� YLHZ�

professionals’ public transcripts as (too) weak: they need stronger public transcripts 

with ‘scientific’ advice to challenge ‘traditional’ knowledge. If they are given 

VSHFLILF�� FRQFUHWH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� PRWKHUV� FDQ� XVH� WKLV� WR� LQVWDOO� WKHLU� LQGHSHQGHQFH�

WKURXJK�SDUHQWLQJ�SUDFWLFH� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� WKH�IDPLO\�RU�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�DQG�VRXUFHV�RI�

DGYLFH��,Q�HYDOXDWLQJ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKH\�DUH�LQ�IDFW�VHOI�UHIOHFWLYH�

DQG�FDUU\�WKH�EXUGHQ�RI�LQGHSHQGHQFH��EXW�WKH\�QHHG�FRQFUHWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�

make choices. Thus, paradoxically, a consequence of professionals’ empowerment 
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WHFKQRORJLHV�� VXFK� DV� QRW� RIIHULQJ� TXLFN� IL[HV�� PD\� EH� WKDW� PRWKHUV� IHHO�

disHPSRZHUHG��GXH�WR�ZKDW�WKH\�YLHZ�DV�ODFN�RI�FOHDU�DGYLFH���

�

Dilemmas of weak public transcripts 
 

‘Breastfeeding seems to be a hobby horse [kjepphest] for the midwives and 

health visitors. I don’t even dare to mention to them that I use NAN 

[breastmilk substitute]. It is the same with solids. I think I will try to introduce 

them from 4 months. I think it will be fun, and also much easier. When we visit 

people, I won’t have to go somewhere else to feed. It is important to introduce 

food, and then he >WKH�EDE\@ can sit with us when we eat dinner and make a 

mess with his porridge…but I don’t talk to them about this, because I know 

they want people to breastfeed exclusively until the baby is 6 months old. They 

think it is OK that people have their own opinions, but I don’t dare to tell them 

[my opinion] even though it may be silly, because if people talk to them about 

this, then they can give advice…’ 

5DKHHOD�

�

$V� DUJXHG�� PRWKHUV� PD\� QHHG� VWURQJ� SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV� IURP� SURIHVVLRQDOV��

&RQVHTXHQWO\��DPELJXRXV�SXEOLF�WUDQVFULSWV�IURP�SURIHVVLRQDOV�PD\�OHDG�WR�VXVSLFLRQ�

DQG�PLVWUXVW� IURP�PRWKHUV��5DKHHOD�� IRU�H[DPSOH�� LV�VXVSLFLRXV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�

GHOLEHUDWHO\�PDQDJHV�KHU�WUDQVFULSWV�RU�LPSUHVVLRQV��*RIIPDQ������>����@��DFFRUGLQJ�

to how she experiences professionals’ transcripts. She holds back information about 

KHU�RZQ�SUDFWLFHV�HYHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�VHHV�WKH�YDOXH�RI�VKDULQJ��EHFDXVH�WKHQ�VKH�FRXOG�

JHW�GLUHFW�DGYLFH��ZKLFK�VKH�VHHV�DV�SRVLWLYH��6KH�IHDUV��KRZHYHU��DV�,�XQGHUVWDQG�KHU��

EHLQJ�VWDPSHG�DV�GHYLDQW�LI�VKH�VKDUHV�YLHZV��SULRULWLHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV� WKDW�VKH�NQRZV�

WKe Norwegian professionals disagree with. As Raheela says, ‘they�think it is OK that 

people have their own opinions’�� EXW� EHFDXVH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� DOVR� KDYH� VWURQJ�

RSLQLRQV��VKH�FKRRVHV�WR�NHHS�KHU�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�RSLQLRQV�hidden IURP�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV��

(YHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�H[SUHVVHV�WKDW�VKH�GRHV�QRW�dare�WR�VKDUH�KHU�SUDFWLFHV�ZLWK�WKHP��LW�

LV�QRW�P\�LPSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�VKH�fears�WKHP�RU�GRHV�QRW�UHVSHFW�WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH��7KLV�LV�

more so with the mother who lives ‘two different lives’�� ZKR� H[SHULHQFHV� WKLV�

GRXEOHQHVV�DV�D�GLOHPPD��<HW��ERWK�RI� WKHP�KDYH�KLGGHQ�DQG�SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV�DQG�
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PDQDJH� D� IURQWVWDJH� DQG� D� EDFNVWDJH� �*RIIPDQ�� ����>����@���ZKDW� LV� IURQWVWDJH� DW�

KRPH�LV�EDFNVWDJH�LQ�WKH�FOLQLF��DQG�YLFH�YHUVD���

,Q�WKH�LQLWLDO�FDVH��ZH�VDZ�WKDW�3DUYHHQ�VWHHUHG�WKH�WRSLF�DZD\�IURP�IRRG��DQG�

WKHUH�PD\�EH�YDULRXV�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKLV��6KH�PLJKW�VLPSO\�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�D�KXUU\�WR�OHDYH��

DV� KHU� PRWKHU� ZDV� ORRNLQJ� DIWHU� KHU� ROGHVW� FKLOG� DW� KRPH� ZKLOH� 3DUYHHQ� WRRN� WKH�

\RXQJHVW�RQH� WR� WKH�3&+6��6KH�PLJKW�DOVR�KDYH� IRXQG� WKH� WRSLF�XQFRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�

WKXV�ZLVKHG�WR�DYRLG�LW��RU�VKH�PLJKW�KDYH�SUHIHUUHG�WKH�JURXS�WR�PRYH�RQWR�DQRWKHU�

topic she found more interesting or useful. Parveen’s intentions could also be a way of 

VKRZLQJ� WKH�JURXS�WKDW�VKH� LV�FRQILGHQW� LQ�KHU�PRWKHUKRRG�� WKH�ZD\�HWKQLF�PDMRULW\�

PRWKHUV�SUHVHQW� WKHPVHOYHV��%\� ILUVW�GLVWDQFLQJ�KHUVHOI� IURP� WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��ZKR� IHHG� WKH�FKLOGUHQ�FDNH��DQG� WKHQ�GLVWDQFLQJ�KHUVHOI� IURP�

KHDOWKFDUH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�E\�VKRZLQJ� WKDW�VKH�NQRZV� WKDW�FDNH� LV�ZURQJ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��

VKH� SUHVHQWV� KHUVHOI� DV� LQIRUPHG� DQG� UHIOHFWLYH� DQG� WKXV� VHHNV� WR� HQVXUH� WKDW� WKH�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�GR�QRW�IHHO�WKH�QHHG�WR�FKHFN�XS�RQ�KHU���

+HU� VWUDWHJ\�� DV� ,� VHH� LW�� LV� WR� LQGLFDWH� WR� &HFLOLH� WKDW� VKH� GRHV� QRW� QHHG�

LQWHUYHQWLRQ��EXW� WKDW�VKH� LV�RQ� WKH�SDWK� WKDW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�H[SHFW� IURP�PRWKHUV��DQG�

thus seek to avoid Cecilie’s potentially disciplining gaze. Indeed, as we saw from 

Cecilie’s reaction to the mother giving the child porridge with D�EDQDQD��VKH�FDQ�KDYH�

FOHDU� LGHDV� DV� WR�ZKDW� DQG�ZKDW� LV� QRW� ‘correct’ food for a child. 6WLOO�� VKH�GRHV�QRW�

DOZD\V�H[SUHVV�WKLV�RSHQO\��DV�ZH�DOVR�VDZ�LQ�KHU�REVHUYDWLRQV�RI�SDUHQWV�ZKHQ�WKH\�

LQWHUDFWHG�� VRPHWLPHV� QRGGLQJ� LQ� DJUHHPHQW� RU� UHFRJQLWLRQ�� EXW� QHLWKHU� LQGLFDWLQJ�

ZKDW�LV�ULJKW�DQG�ZKDW�LV�ZURQJ�QRU�Sroviding the ‘correct’ answers. This method is in 

OLQH�ZLWK� WKH� HPSRZHUPHQW� WKLQNLQJ�ZKHUH� SDUHQWV� DUH� JLYHQ� URRP� WR� UHIOHFW� XSRQ�

RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKLV�DSSURDFK�LQYROYHV�MXGJLQJ�DQG�

disciplining. Just ‘any choice’ of practice is in fact not a ‘good choice’�–�DQG�VHQVLQJ�

this element of health visitors’ dual mandate, as Raheela does, may trigger uncertainty 

RU�ZLWKGUDZDO�UDWKHU�WKDQ�HPSRZHUPHQW���

When mothers experience that professionals’ public transcripts are weak, they 

PD\�VXVSHFW�WKDW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�KDYH�HTXDOO\�VWURQJ�KLGGHQ�WUDQVFULSWV��0RWKHUV��LQ�P\�

H[SHULHQFH��H[SHFW�DQG�VHDUFK�IRU�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�EHWZHHQ�professionals’ public and 

�SUHVXPHG��KLGGHQ�WUDQVFULSWV��7KLV�LV�WKH�FDVH�LQ�PDQ\�LQVWDQFHV��DV�ZLWK�/LQGD��ZKR�

NQHZ�DOO�DORQJ�WKDW�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR�HQG�WKH��VHHPLQJO\��EURDG�GLVFXVVLRQ�VKH�RSHQHG�E\�

PDNLQJ� LW� FOHDU� WKDW� FRUSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW� LV� LOOHJDO� LQ�1RUZD\��7KH�GLVFUHSDQF\� WKDW�

PRWKHUV� H[SHULHQFH�ZKHQ� WKH\� H[SHFW� FRQWURO� DQG�FRQFUHWH�NQRZOHGJH��EXW�JHW� FDUH�
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and ‘empowerment’, may trigger suspicion, mistrust, withdrawal or even mild forms 

RI�UHVLVWDQFH��

,� KDYH� REVHUYHG� WKDW� PRWKHUV� DOVR� VKRZ� UHVLVWDQFH� SXEOLFO\� WKURXJK� QRQ�

participation in the groups, for instance, staring into the air, or looking down, ‘busy’ 

ZLWK� WKHLU�EDELHV��PL[LQJ�1$1�IRU� WKHP��RU�PHUHO\� ORRNLQJ�DW� WKHP�DVOHHS�RQ� WKHLU�

ODSV�RU�UHDUUDQJLQJ�FORWKLQJ��SHUKDSV�DGMXVWLQJ�WKHLU�dupatta�VR�WKDW� LW�FRYHUV�SDUW�RI�

WKH�IDFH��7KLV�LV�GLVUXSWLYH�DQG�FUHDWHV�XQFHUWDLQW\�LQ�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�IHDU�

WKDW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�WUXVW�WKH\�GHSHQG�RQ�LV�DW�ULVN�ZKHQ�WKH\�IDLO�WR�HQJDJH�WKHVH�

PRWKHUV� LQ� WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��$OVR�� LW� LV�GLIILFXOW� IRU�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV� WR�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�

UHDVRQV� IRU� VXFK� QRQ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� LW� LV� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� D� SURWHVW�� EXW� PLJKW� EH�

DWWULEXWHG� WR� ODQJXDJH� VNLOOV�� RU� WKH� SHUFHLYHG� YLUWXH� RI�PRGHVW\�� SDUWLFXODUO\� LI� WKH�

JURXS� KDV� ERWK� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ�� ,PSRUWDQWO\�� PRWKHUV’� UHVLVWDQFH� WR� SURIHVVLRQDOV�

FRQFHUQV� PDLQO\� WKH� NLQGV� RI� PHWKRGV� RU� WHFKQLTXHV� HPSOR\HG� E\� WKH� VWUHHW�OHYHO�

EXUHDXFUDWV��PRUH�VR�WKDQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RU�UDWLRQDOLWLHV�WKH\�KDYH�DQG�WUDQVPLW��7KXV��

WKH� ULJKWV� WKH\� demand� LQ� ULJKW� RI� WKHLU� PLQRULW\� SRVLWLRQ� DUH� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\�

alternative�LQ�D�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH\�FULWLTXH�WKH�SXEOLF�VFULSW��DV�$QGHUVVRQ�DQG�FROOHDJXHV�

ZULWHV�DERXW��5DWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�WLHG�WR�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�VFULSW��WKHVH�PRWKHUV’�GHPDQGV�

DUH�WLHG�WR�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV’�WUDQVFULSWV���

�

Generation: Being ‘well-integrated’ 
,Q�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�7D\DED�IROORZLQJ�WKH�JURXS�FRQVXOWDWLRQ��VKH�WHOOV�PH��VLPLODU�WR�

5DKHHOD�� WKDW�VKH�GRHV�QRW�VKDUH�KHU�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�YLHZV� LQ� WKHVH�JURXSV�EHFDXVH�

she ‘knows’� WKDW�VKH�ZLOO�EH� MXGJHG��KRZHYHU��VKH�DOVR�PHQWLRQV� WKDW�VKH�VHHV�VRPH�

IOH[LELOLW\�LQ�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV���

�

,GD��� I have often seen that the health visitors ask people about what 

they think, and not just lecture people...�

7D\DED��� I think that they understand that people will do as they please. 

They understand that they must be open if they want a 

dialogue…I ask them things, I know what my rights are. One 

has to feel confident in oneself and know what answer they wish 

to hear. For many generations people with minority background 
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have not questioned authorities, this has been the attitude; not 

to oppose. 

,GD�� �Do you think you get more leeway because you are well 

integrated?  

7D\DED��� Yes, I do. �

,GD��� �What do you think the Parent and Child Health Service are for?  

7D\DED�� They are there to help, not to point out mistakes or faults in 

people.��

,GD�� �But you are still concerned about giving them an impression of 

some sort?  

7D\DED��� Yes. For me it is important that they see that I am competent 

[flink]. Especially today, it was the first time I met Cecilie, this 

health visitor, and I wanted to make a good first impression. If 

you [I] go here every week this is not so important.��

�

,Q�3DNLVWDQ��GRFWRUV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��EXW�DOVR�RWKHU�KHDOWK�FDUH�ZRUNHUV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�

OLNH� WHDFKHUV� ��� �DUH� KLJKO\� UHVSHFWHG�� DQG� WKHLU� DGYLFH� DQG� LQVWUXFWLRQV� VWDQG�

XQTXHVWLRQHG�� DW� OHDVW� E\� WKRVH� ZKR� KDYH� VRXJKW� WKHP� ��� �1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�

PRWKHUV��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKRVH�ZKR�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�LPPLJUDWHG�EXW�DOVR�WKRVH�ERUQ�DQG�

UDLVHG�LQ�1RUZD\��JHQHUDOO\�KDYH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV�WKH\�

LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��WKH�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKHVH�KDYH�DQG�WUDQVPLW��DQG�

WKH�V\VWHP�ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�RFFXUV��DV�DOVR�.RHKQ�ILQGV�DPRQJ�6RPDOLV� LQ�)LQODQG�

�VHH�7LLOLNDLQHQ�	�.RHKQ���������<HW�� XQOLNH� WKH�SDUHQWDO�JHQHUDWLRQ�� WKH\� DOVR� IHHO�

WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�FULWLTXH�WKHP�–�SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�WUXVW�LQ�WKHP���

� 7D\DED� XQGHUOLQHV� WKH� WHPSRUDO� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� QHJRWLDWLRQV� RI� WUDQVFULSWV�� LQ�

WKDW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�DXWKRULWLHV�DQG�DXWKRULWDWLYH�NQRZOHGJH�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IRU�KHU�DV�

                                                           
����,Q�FKDSWHU�����+DGL\D��ZKR�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�1RUZD\��DOVR�H[SUHVVHG�UHVSHFW�IRU�WHDFKHUV��DQG�
WKHLU�UROH��LQ�D�VHQVH��DV�FR�VRFLDOLVHUV��
����7KLV�LV�SDLUHG�ZLWK�D�V\VWHP�RI�PHGLFDO�SOXUDOLVP�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��6RPH�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV��IRU�LQVWDQFH��
UHJXODUO\� UHFHLYH�SDUFHOV�ZLWK�KHUEDO�PHGLFLQH� IURP� UHODWLYHV� LQ�3DNLVWDQ��0XFK�KHDOLQJ� LV� UHOLJLRXV��
PDQ\�,�NQRZ�YLVLW�6XIL�VKULQHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��RU�XVH�Tawiz��DPXOHWV�ZLWK�YHUVHV�IURP�WKH�
.RUDQ��DV�SURWHFWLRQ��VHH�DOVR�0LU�	�6KHLNK���������2WKHUV�DJDLQ�YLVLW�PHGLFDO�GRFWRUV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�
1RUZD\�� DQG� FRPSDUH� WKH� GLIIHUHQW� DGYLFH� WKH\� JHW�� +HDOWK�VHHNLQJ� EHKDYLRU� WKXV� WDNHV� RQ� D�
WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU��:ULWLQJ�DERXW�6RPDOLV�LQ�)LQODQG��7LLOLNDLQHQ�DQG�.RHKQ��������H[SORUH�ZKDW�
WKH\� FDOO� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� PHGLFDO� FDUH�� ZKHUH� 6RPDOLV� LQFRUSRUDWH� PHGLFDO� VSHFLDOLVWV� LQ� 6RPDOLD� DQG�
)LQODQG� LQ� WKHLU� KHDOWK�PDQDJHPHQW�2QH� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� H[DPSOH� IURP�P\�RZQ� UHVHDUFK� LV� RQH�RI�P\�
LQIRUPDQWV�ZKR�ZDV�SRVVHVVHG�E\�D�jinn�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�WKURXJK�kala jaddo��EODFN�PDJLF���EXW�KDG�WKH�jinn�
UHPRYHG�IURP�KHU�ERG\�LQ�DQ�2VOR�PRVTXH���
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FRPSDUHG� WR� WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� 3DNLVWDQLV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� 7D\DED� KHUVHOI� ‘knows 

what her rights are’��EXW��DV�,�VHH�LW��SRVLWLRQV�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKHVH�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�

KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�KHU�DQG�KHU�ULJKWV��6KH�NHHSV�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKHVH�WR�

KHUVHOI��DQG�WHOOV�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�ZDQW�VKH�WKLQNV�WKH\�ZLVK�WR�KHDU��<HW��VKH�DOVR�VHHV�

health visitors’ strategies behLQG�WKH�ZLVK�IRU�GLDORJXH��Being ‘well-integrated’�VKH�LV�

FRQILGHQW� DQG�� OLNH� 3DUYHHQ� LQ� WKH� LQLWLDO� H[DPSOH�� DVNV� TXHVWLRQV� DQG� GLUHFWV� WKH�

FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK� SURIHVVLRQDOV��$OVR�� VKH� GLVWDQFHV� KHUVHOI�� KHU� LGHDV� DQG�SUDFWLFHV�

IURP�WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV��6KH��DV�D�ZHOO�LQWHJUDWHG�VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�� FDQ� FKDOOHQJH� ZKDW� WKH\� FRXOG� QRW�� $OO� WKH� VDPH��

7D\DED� LV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�PDNLQJ�D�JRRG� LPSUHVVLRQ�ZLWK�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV��DQG�KROGV�

EDFN� KHU� RSLQLRQV�ZKHQ� VKH�EHOLHYHV� WKHVH� WR� FRQIOLFW�ZLWK� WKRVH� RI� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV��

*HQHUDWLRQ�ZDV�D�VRXUFH�RI�GLVDJUHHPHQW�DQG�QHJRWLDWLRQ�DOVR�LQ� WKH�FDVHV�RI�6RQLD��

GLVFXVVHG� DERYH� ZKHUH� ZH� VDZ� WKDW� WKH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRU� WRRN� DQ� DFWLYH� SDUW� LQ� WKH�

JHQHUDWLRQDO�FRQIOLFW�VKH�PLJKW�KDYH�VHQVHG�EHWZHHQ�6RQLD�DQG�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ���

Tayaba is well aware of professionals’ needs to establish relationships of trust 

ZLWK�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��DV�WKH\�GHSHQG�RQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D��SUHWHQG��GLDORJXH�ZKLOH�WKH\�DW�

WKH�VDPH�WLPH�ZLVK�WR�KHDU�FHUWDLQ�DQVZHUV��EHFDXVH�when, in the end, ‘people will do 

as they please’ޤ�ZKLFK��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�7D\DED�� LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�NQRZ��

%RWK�7D\DED�DQG�5DKHHOD�DUH�DFXWHO\�DZDUH�RI� WKH�KLHUDUFKLFDO�PHFKDQLVPV�WKURXJK�

ZKLFK� NQRZOHGJH� LV� WUDQVPLWWHG�� DQG� NQRZ� YHU\� ZHOO� ZKLFK� NLQGV� RI� NQRZOHGJH�

count��7KH\�ERWK�KROG�EDFN�WKHLU�RSLQLRQV��RU�KLGH�WKHLU�WUDQVFULSWV��ZKHQ�WKH\�NQRZ�

that these diverge from professionals’, such as giving the children NAN and solids, or 

SODFLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�D�gåstol��EDE\�ZDONHU���DV�,�NQRZ�3DUYHHQ�FRQWLQXHG�WR�GR��7D\DED�

DQG�5DKHHOD� VHem to ‘know’ WKDW� SURIHVVLRQDOV� KDYH� KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSWV�� EXW� ,� VHQVH�

WKDW�WKH\�DUH�XQFHUWDLQ�RI�ZKDW�H[DFWO\�WKHVH�WUDQVFULSWV�DUH�DQG�KRZ�VWURQJ�WKH\�DUH��

<HW, they sense that there is a specific direction or answer behind the ‘choice’ 

SUHVHQWHG� WR� WKHP��GULYLQJ� WKHLU�VXVSLFLRQ�RU�ZLWKGUDZDO��7KLV� LV�VR�HYHQ� WKRXJK��DV�

5DKHHOD�SRLQWV�RXW��HQJDJLQJ�LQ�GLDORJXH�FRXOG�SURYLGH�WKHP�ZLWK�XVHIXO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

RU�HYHQ�DVVLVWDQFH���

Mothers, thus, see through the professionals’ public transcript and imagine 

WKDW� WKHUH� LV� DOVR� D� VWURQJ� KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSW� WKDW� WKH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� GR� QRW� H[SUHVV�

RSHQO\�� 7R� HVWDEOLVK� KHU� SRVLWLRQ� DV� well-integrated,� 7D\DED� SXEOLFO\� UHSURGXFHV�

LQIRUPDWLRQ�VKH�NQRZV� LV�FRUUHFW��EHFDXVH�VKH�KDV�EHHQ�JLYHQ� WKLV�SUHYLRXVO\�DW� WKH�

3&+6�� 3DUDGR[LFDOO\�� LQ� UHSURGXFLQJ� GRPLQDQW� GLVFRXUVHV� LQ� WKH� JURXS�� 7D\DED� LV�
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acting out SXEOLF� WUDQscripts, with the result that discourse becomes ‘systematically 

skewed in the direction of the libretto, the discourse, represented by the dominant’ 

�6FRWW�� ��������� +ROGLQJ� EDFN� DOWHUQDWLYH� NLQGV� RI� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� UHSURGXFLQJ� WKH�

GRPLQDQW� NQRZOHGJH�� PD\� LQ� IDFW� OHDG� WR� DQ� LQFUHDVH� LQ� WKH� SRZHU� RI� WKH� SXEOLF�

WUDQVFULSW��DQG�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�LWV�LQIOXHQFH���

� 7KH�H[HUFLVH�RI�SRZHU��)RXFDXOW�DUJXHV��‘involves a willingness to internalize 

the gaze of a generalized other who may be watching’ �)RXFDXOW�� ����� LQ�5\VVW�	�

.OHSS�� ����������� +RZHYHU�� ,� GR� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� XQGHUVWDQG� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� WR� QRW�

KDYH�SRZHU�LI�PRWKHUV�DUH�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�LQWHUQDOLVH�WKHLU�JD]H��7KLV�LV�VR�ERWK�EHFDXVH�

SRZHU�LV�GLDORJLFDO��HYHQ�LI�LW�LV�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�VWDWXV�DQG�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�LQIOXHQFH�D�VLWXDWLRQ��(YHQ�ZKHQ�PRWKHUV�DUH�FULWLFDO�RI�LQWHUQDOLVLQJ�

WKH�JD]H��DQG�WKH�IRUPV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�KDYH�� WKH\�GR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�DQG�

UHIOHFW�XSRQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH��,QGHHG��DV�)DO]RQ�DUJXHV��‘social practices are in the first 

LQVWDQFH� SURFHVVHV� RI� GLDORJLFDO� LQWHUSOD\� DQG� FRPEDW�� RI� IRUFHV� DQG� UHVLVWDQFH� WR�

IRUFHV�� 5HVLVWDQFH� LV� IXQGDPHQWDO� WR� WKLV� GLDORJXH�� LWV� GULYLQJ� IRUFH�� :LWKRXW� LW��

GLalogue and history would be impossible’ �)DO]RQ�� ���������� $FFRUGLQJO\�� ZKLOH�

SDUHQWV� FHUWDLQO\� IHHO� WKLV� GLVFLSOLQLQJ� JD]H�� WKH\� DUH� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� SDVVLYHO\�

JRYHUQHG� E\� RU� WKURXJK� WKLV�� DV� WKH\�PD\� SHUIRUP�PLOG� DFWV� RI� UHVLVWDQFH�� RU� VHHN�

RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�NQRZOHGJH��VHH�TXRWH�E\�0LOOHU�DQG�5RVH�DERYH�DQG�P\�FRPPHQWV�WR�

WKLV��� %RWK� PRWKHUV� DQG� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� FRQVFLRXVO\� PDQDJH� WKHLU� RZQ� KLGGHQ� DQG�

public transcripts. Also, mothers are aware of health visitors’ hidden transcripts, as I 

DVVXPH� WKDW� KHDOWK� YLsitors are also to some extent aware of mothers’. Yet, even 

WKRXJK� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� PD\� EH� DZDUH� RI� WKH� G\QDPLFV� RI� WKH� KRPH� VLWXDWLRQ� WKDW�

PRWKHUV�QHJRWLDWH��VHH�'DQLHOVHQ�HW�DO����������WKH\�FKRRVH�D�GLIIHUHQW�VWUDWHJ\�WR�ZKDW�

PRWKHUV�ZRXOG�SUHIHU��

�

Conclusions 
,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,� KDYH� GLVFXVVHG� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� VHHN� WR� JRYHUQ�

SDUHQWLQJ�LQ�D�GLYHUVH�FRQWH[W��DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�PRWKHUV�UHVSRQG�WR�DQG�HQJDJH�

ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�PRGHOV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�DXWKRULW\��,�KDYH�RXWOLQHG�WKUHH�WHFKQRORJLHV�

RI� FDUH�ZLWKLQ� WKH� HPSRZHUPHQW� UDWLRQDOLW\��RQH� WKDW� LV� RUJDQLVDWLRQDO� �JURXSV�� DQG�

WZR� WKDW� DUH� LQWHUDFWLRQDO� –� JLYLQJ� DGYLFH� DQG� JLYLQJ� JXLGDQFH� E\� not dictating� RU�

RIIHULQJ�quick fixes��3URIHVVLRQDOV�WKXV�VKLIW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PXOWLSOH�PRGHV�RI�JRYHUQLQJ�
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LGHQWLILHG�E\�0LOOHU�DQG�5RVH��VHH�DERYH���LQFOXGLQJ�VHHNLQJ�WR�UHJXODWH��HGXFDWH�DQG�

SHUVuade, and ‘seeking to transform WKHLU� SHUVRQKRRGV� DQG� WKHLU� ZD\V� RI� VHOI�

experience in new ways’ (2008:147).�

,�KDYH�DOVR�DUJXHG�WKDW�JRYHUQDQFH�FDQQRW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�WKH�XQLGLUHFWLRQDO�

VHQVH� WKDW� )RXFDXOW� DQG� 0LOOHU� DQG� 5RVH� SRVLW�� 5DWKHU�� UHVLVWDQFH� RU� UHDFWLRQV� WR�

JRYHUQDQFH�PXVW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV� LQWHJUDO� WR�JRYHUQDQFH�DQG� WKDW� JRYHUQDQFH�PXVW�

be understood as interactional and shaped from ‘below’ DQG�IURP�‘above’. 7KURXJK�DQ�

H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�LQWHUDFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�FOLQLFDO�VSDFHV��LW�KDV�

EHFRPH�HYLGHQW�WKDW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�NLQG�RI�LQWHUDFWLRQV�WKDW�RFFXU��FODLPV�

WKDW�DUH�PDGH�DQG�GLOHPPDV�WKDW�DUH�H[SHULHQFHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��ZH�

QHHG� WR� FRQVLGHU� WKH� H[SHFWDWLRQV� SODFHG� XSRQ� PRWKHUV� IURP�� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� RWKHU�

IDPLO\�PHPEHUV. These influence both mothers’ ability to implement knowledge from 

SURIHVVLRQDOV� DW� KRPH� DQG�� UHODWHG�� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH\� QHHG� DQG� H[SHFW�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�WKHVH�WR�WKHP�LQ�WKH�FOLQLFDO�FRQWH[W���

In categorising mothers’ needs and abilities to internalise their advice and 

JXLGDQFH� EDVHG� RQ� HWKQLFLW\�� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� ULVN� LJQRULQJ� GLIIHUHQFHV�ZLWKLQ� JURXSV�

DQG�VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��:KLOH�,�KDYH�IRFXVHG�PDLQO\�RQ�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV�

KHUH�� ,� KDYH� DOVR� SURYLGHG� H[DPSOHV� RI� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ� PRWKHUV� ZKR� DOVR�

H[SHULHQFH�WKH�SRVW�PRGHUQ�WDNH�RQ�HPSRZHUPHQW�WKDW�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�WHQG�WRZDUGV�DV�

FKDOOHQJLQJ�DQG� FRQIXVLQJ��<HW�� ,� VHQVH�� WKHVe mothers are not seen to ‘lack’ in the 

VDPH� ZD\� WKDW� PLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� DUH�� ,� KDYH� GLVFXVVHG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� HWKQLFLW\�

FRPHV� WR� PDWWHU�� DQG� IXUWKHU� VKRZQ� WKDW� ZKLOH� WKH� HWKQLFLW\� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI�

SURIHVVLRQDOV�IL[HV�SUDFWLFH��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DOVR�DGMXVW�WKHLU�RZQ�JRYHUQLQJ�LGHDOV�DQG�

SUDFWLFHV�LQ�WKHLU�PHHWLQJV�with a diverse population, building ‘diversity competence’.�

3ULRU� WR�EHJLQQLQJ�P\�UHVHDUFK�� ,�KDG� LPDJLQHG� WKDW�VWURQJ�SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV�

DPRQJ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZRXOG�VSXU�HTXDOO\�VWURQJ�KLGGHQ�WUDQVFULSWV�DPRQJ�PRWKHUV��LQ�

line with Scott’s findings that the more severe the domination, the more rich the 

KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSWV�DPRQJ� WKRVH�GRPLQDWHG�EHFRPH������������<HW��EHFDXVH�PRWKHUV�

ZDQW�FRQFUHWH�DGYLFH�IURP�SURIHVVLRQDOV�–�RU�FRQWURO�PRUH�WKDQ�FDUH�–� WKDW� WKH\�FDQ�

XVH�WR�HPSRZHU�WKHPVHOYHV�DW�KRPH�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�HPEHGGHG�LQ�PRUH�LQWHU�UHODWLRQDO�

DQG�VWUDWLILHG�V\VWHPV��WKH\�WHQG�WR�EH�PRUH�VXVSLFLRXV�RI�FDUH�WKDQ�RI�FRQWURO��6LQFH�

FDUH� LV� PRUH� GLIILFXOW� WR� UHVLVW� WKDQ� FRQWURO�� LW� PD\� VHUYH� WR� IXUWKHU� GLVHPSRZHU�

PRWKHUV��OHDGLQJ�WKHP�WR�FRQFHDO�WKHLU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�SUHYHQWLQJ�WKHP�

IURP�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�IXOO\�LQ�GLDORJXHV��7KXV��LW�LV�QRW�VWURQJ�SXEOLF�WUDQVFULSWV��FRQWURO��
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IURP� SURIHVVLRQDOV� WKDW� WULJJHU� UHVLVWDQFH�� EXW� UDWKHU� ZHDN� SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV� DQG�

mothers’ assumptions that there are hidden transcripts (care). The mothers are not 

QHFHVVDULO\�UHDFWLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKH\�JDLQ�DFFHVV�WR�DW�WKH�3&+6��

EXW� DJDLQVW� WKH� PHWKRGV� XVHG� E\� WKH� SURIHVVLRQDOV� IRU� WUDQVPLWWLQJ� WKHVH�� :KHQ�

SURIHVVLRQDOV� KDYH�ZHDN� SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV� DQG� D� GLDORJLFDO� DSSURDFK��PRWKHUV�PD\�

VXVSHFW� WKDW�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�KDYH� FRUUHVSRQGLQJO\� VWURQJ�KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSWV�–� WKDW� LV��

WKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�WKH�FRUUHFW�DQVZHUV�EXW�FKRRVH�QRW�WR�VKDUH�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�GLUHFWO\���

$OWKRXJK�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFH�LQ�D�VHQVH�LV�

‘de�regulative’, parents are also expected to buy into the dominant regime of truth 

where subjects are to be ‘capable of bearing the burden of liberty’ (Rose, 1999:viii). 

+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�PRWKHUV�VHHN�D�VWURQJ�SURIHVVLRQDO�UROH�ZLWK�VWURQJ�SXEOLF�WUDQVFULSWV��

WKH� SURIHVVLRQDO�PD\� VHH� WKHP� DV� QRW� FDSDEOH� RI� KDQGOLQJ� VXFK� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� DV�

KDYLQJ� D� ODFNDGDLVLFDO�� LUUHVSRQVLEOH� DWWLWXGH��<HW��PRWKHUV�ZDQW� WR�NQRZ�ZKHUH� WKH�

DXWKRULWDWLYH� UROH� RI� WKH� KHDOWK� YLVLWRU� HQGV� DQG� WKHLU� RZQ� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� VWDUWV��

3DUDGR[LFDOO\�� IRU�PLJUDQW�PRWKHUV� WR� DVVHUW� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� FKDOOHQJH� DXWKRULWDWLYH�

VWUXFWXUHV�DW�KRPH�WKH\�PXVW�JHW�WDQJLEOH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�FRQFUHWH�DGYLFH�LQ�WKH�FOLQLF��

+RZHYHU�� DV� shown by Sonia’s experience, the advice may also become too 

DXWKRULWDWLYH�� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� PD\� IDLO� WR� HQJDJH� LQ� H[SODQDWRU\� GLDORJXH� DQG�

FRQYHUVDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� SDUHQWV�� 7KHUH� LV� WKXV�� LQ� WKLV� FOLQLFDO� FRQWH[W�� D� PHHWLQJ� RI�

GLIIHUHQW� SHUVRQKRRGV�� GLYLGHG� EURDGO\� LQWR� SURIHVVLRQDOV� �LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�� DQG�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�SDUHQWV��FROOHFWLYLVWLF����

,Q� WKH� QH[W� FKDSWHU� ,� FRQWLQXH� P\� H[SORUDWLRQ� RI� SDUHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO�

LQWHUDFWLRQV�� GHDOLQJV� ZLWK� GLYHUVLW\� DQG� JRYHUQDQFH� LQ� ORFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� DUHQDV��

:KLOH� WKHUH� LV� D� UHODWLYHO\� FOHDU� GLYLVLRQ� EHWZHHQ� SDUHQWV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� LQ� WKH�

3&+6�� WKLV� LV� OHVV�DSSDUHQW� LQ� WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ,�DP�WKXV� OHVV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�

JRYHUQDQFH�LQ�WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU�WKDQ�,�KDYH�EHHQ�KHUH�DQG�LQ�&KDSWHU����5DWKHU��,�GUDZ�

DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH�ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� SDUHQWV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV�PDQDJH� GLYHUVLW\� DQG� WKH�

FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WKDW� WKHLU�HQFRXQWHUV�RI�GLYHUVH� IRUPV�RI�SDUHQWLQJ�FDQ�

bring. In the next chapter, I seek to ‘lift’ and merge the topics from this and previous 

FKDSWHUV�LQWR�D�EURDGHU�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�WKH�SRWHQWLDOV�RI�SDUHQWLQJ�DQG�SDUHQWKRRG�DV�

a resource and ‘common experience’ that can facilitate everyday forms of living and 

EHLQJ�WRJHWKHU�LQ�1RUZD\�WRGD\��

�

�
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Chapter 10 
‘Common point of departure’ and the 

‘ethos of mixing’: Parenthood as 

participatory belonging 
�
 

�
�
,�DP�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�WZR�WRGGOHUV�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZKLOH�WKHLU�PRWKHUV�FKDW��,�
SDUWO\� HQJDJH� LQ� WKHLU� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� ZKLOH� FRQFHQWUDWLQJ� PRVWO\� RQ� EXLOGLQJ�
/HJR��7KH\�VSHDN�PRVWO\�LQ�1RUZHJLDQ��EXW�ZKHQ�WKH\�WXUQ�WR�KLJKO\�SHUVRQDO�
PDWWHUV�RU� WR�HYHQWV� UHODWHG� WR�3DNLVWDQ�� WKH\�VZLWFK� WR�8UGX��$QQD��ZKR�KDV�
UHFHQWO\�EHJXQ�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��DSSURDFKHV�XV�DQG�WHOOV� WKH�
ZRPHQ�QRW�WR�VSHDN�8UGX�KHUH�EHFDXVH�LW�H[FOXGHV�RWKHU�SDUWLFLSDQWV��VKH�KLQWV�
DW�PH�ZLWK�KHU� H\HV� DQG�JHQWOH�QRG�RI�KHU�KHDG�� LQGLFDWLQJ� WKDW� ,� DP�RQH�RI�
WKRVH�ZKR�LV�EHLQJ�H[FOXGHG���$V�VKH�ZDONV�RII��/H\OD��RQH�RI�WKH�WZR�PRWKHUV��
TXLFNO\� WXUQV� WR�PH�� ‘Who is she to tell me what language to speak? I have 
been here much longer than she has��She can’t tell me not to speak Urdu! I 
mean, do you have a problem with us speaking in Urdu’?  

$�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU��ZKHQ�$QQD�DQG�,�EXPS�LQWR�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�
SDUW�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�&HQWUH�ZKHUH�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LV�ORFDWHG��VKH�WHOOV�PH�
WKDW�VKH�KDV�EHHQ�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�WKH�LQFLGHQW��DQG�KDV�GHFLGHG�WR�JLYH�/H\OD�D�
WKUHH�ZHHN� WULDO� SHULRG� WR� EH� PRUH� LQFOXVLYH� LQ� KHU� ODQJXDJH� SUDFWLFH� DQG�
EHKDYLRXU�� DQG�� LI� VKH�GRHV�QRW� FKDQJH� WKHQ��ZLOO� WHOO� KHU�QRW� WR� FRPH� WR� WKH�
RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DQ\PRUH��,�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�LQFOXGLQJ�
HYHU\RQH��DQG�$QQD� LQWHUUXSWV��‘Yes! But it is not including everyone if their 
behaviour excludes other people. No one translates, or says to others ‘we are 
just talking about this and this’ so that others won’t think that they talk behind 
people’s backs. So that is excluding!’ 

�

,Q� WKLV� H[WUDFW� IURP� P\� ILHOGQRWHV� WKH� PDLQ� FRQWHVWDWLRQ� LV� ODQJXDJH� DQG�� WKRXJK�

ODQJXDJH�� WKH� ERXQGDULHV� IRU� LQFOXGLQJ� ‘difference’� LQ� D� NLQG� RI� GLYHUVLW\� ZKHUH�

VHYHUDO�PRWKHU�WRQJXHV�DUH�VSRNHQ��DQG�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�GLIIHU�LQ�WKH�OHYHOV�RI�PDMRULW\�

ODQJXDJH��1RUZHJLDQ��VNLOOV��,Q�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LW�LV�QRW�XQXVXDO�WR�KDYH����WR����
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SDUHQWV� VSHDNLQJ� �� WR� ��� GLIIHUHQW� ODQJXDJHV� DWWHQGLQJ� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�167�$� ODUJH�

PDMRULW\��KRZHYHU��DV�LV�DOVR�WKH�FDVH�DPRQJ�P\����LQIRUPDQW�PRWKHUV��VSHDN�IOXHQW�

RU�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�1RUZHJLDQ��/DQJXDJH�DV�D�SUDFWLFH�DQG�D�PDUNHU�RI� LGHQWLW\�LV� WKH�

PRVW�FRPPRQ�VRXUFH�RI�FRQIOLFW� LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� LW� LV�FRQWHVWHG�DQG�GLVFXVVHG��

EXW�LQ�VHHNLQJ�WR�GHILQH�DQG�PDQDJH�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�IRU�D�‘common�practice’�WKHUH�LV�

QR� FOHDU� OLQH�RI�GLVDJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�SURIHVVLRQDOV�RQ� WKH�RQH� VLGH� DQG�SDUHQWV�RQ� WKH�

RWKHU��)RU�/H\OD�� LQFOXVLRQ� LV�DERXW�DFFHSWLQJ� WKDW�SHRSOH�VSHDN�GLIIHUHQW� ODQJXDJHV��

DQG�DOORZLQJ�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�WR�EH�SUDFWLVHG�RSHQO\�LQ�ORFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV��OLNH�

WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� /H\OD� FODLPV� WKDW� VKH� KDV� WKH� ULJKW� WR� GHFLGH� WKH� IUDPHV� IRU�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�EHFDXVH�VKH�KDV�EHHQ�JRLQJ�WKHUH�ORQJHU�WKDQ�$QQD��

DQG� IXUWKHU� EHFDXVH� VKH� KDV� OLYHG� LQ� $OQD� IRU� WZR� GHFDGHV�� DQG� WKXV� FDQ� XVH� WKLV�

WHPSRUDO� GLPHQVLRQ� DV� D� VWUDWHJ\� LQ� WKH� PDQDJHPHQW� RI� LQFOXVLRQ� DQG� H[FOXVLRQ��

GLYHUVLW\�DQG�GLIIHUHQFH��$QQD��ZKR�KHUVHOI�FDPH� WR�1RUZD\� IURP�,WDO\� DV�DQ�DGXOW��

DUJXHV� WKDW� LQFOXVLRQ� UHTXLUHV� WKDW� WKH� ODQJXDJH� HYHU\RQH� XQGHUVWDQGV� DQG� KDV� LQ�

FRPPRQ� –� KHUH�� 1RUZHJLDQ� –� LV� VSRNHQ� LQ� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� DUHQDV�� DQG� QR� RWKHU�

ODQJXDJHV�� 7KHUH� LV� OLWWOH� URRP� IRU� GLIIHUHQFH� LQ� ODQJXDJH� SUDFWLFH� ZLWKLQ� Anna’s�

GHILQLWLRQ� RI� LQFOXVLRQ� EHFDXVH�� DV� LV� IUHTXHQWO\� SRLQWHG� RXW� WR� PH� E\� SDUHQWV� DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDOV� DOLNH�� D� FRPPRQ� ODQJXDJH� LV� HVVHQWLDO� LQ�PHGLDWLQJ� DQG�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�

VHQVH�RI�FRPPXQLW\��

Leyla’s�DSSURDFK�LV�narrow�LQ�D�VHQVH�WKDW�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�ULJKWV�WR�GHFLGH�ZKDW�

WKLV� LV� DQG� HQWDLOV� FDQQRW� EH� QHJRWLDWHG� RU� PRXOGHG� WKURXJK� SUDFWLFH� –� LW� FDQ� EH�

PHDVXUHG�TXDQWLWDWLYHO\�WKURXJK�OHQJWK�RI�UHVLGHQFH�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��QRW�WKH�TXDOLW\�

WKHUHRI�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� LW� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� RQH� KDV�� QRW� VRPHWKLQJ� RQH� GRHV� RU� FDQ�

LQIOXHQFH� WKURXJK� DFWLRQ� DQG� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� ,Q� DQRWKHU�ZD\�� LW� LV�broad EHFDXVH� VKH�

ZLVKHV� WR� LQFOXGH� D� EURDG� UDQJH� RI� ODQJXDJHV�� DQG� QRW� OLPLW� WKLV� QDUURZO\� WR�

1RUZHJLDQ�RQO\��$V�D�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�PDQDJLQJ�WKLV�FRPSOH[�ODQJXDJH�ILHOG�DQG�HQVXUH�

LQFOXVLRQ� IRU� DOO��$QQD� DWWHPSWV� WR� QDUURZ� LW� GRZQ� LQ� VHDUFK� RI� D� FRPPRQ�SUDFWLFH�

�VSHDNLQJ�1RUZHJLDQ��� $QQD�� LQ� WKLV� VHQVH�� DOVR� KDV� D� QDUURZ� DSSURDFK�� DLPLQJ� WR�

                                                           
167�,�KDYH�VSHQW�PRUH� WKDQ�����GD\V� LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV��DQG�DOO�EXW�RQH�RI� WKH�SDUHQWV� ,�KDYH�PHW�
WKHUH�KDYH�HLWKHU�LPPLJUDWHG�WR�$OQD�WKHPVHOYHV��RU�KDYH�WZR�SDUHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�GRQH�VR��7KLV�PRWKHU�LV�
HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ�� PDUULHG� WR� DQ� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ�� ERUQ� DQG� UDLVHG� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK�� DQG� ZLWK� ERWK�
SDUHQWV�IURP�2VOR��RQH�IURP�)XUXVHW��7KLV�DOVR�DSSOLHV�WR�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�SDUHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�FRPH�WR�
$OQD�IURP�RWKHU�SODFHV�LQ�2VOR��RU�1RUZD\��H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�RQH�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��$V�RQH�
RI� WKH�ILUVW�JURXS�RI� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PLJUDQWV� WR�DUULYH� LQ�1RUZD\��3DNLVWDQLV�ZHUH�DOVR�DPRQJ� WKH� ILUVW�
PLJUDQW�JURXSV�WR�VHWWOH�LQ�$OQD��,W�LV�WKLV�WHPSRUDO�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�‘belonging’�WKDW�,�VHH�/H\OD�DV�XVLQJ�LQ�
WKH�H[DPSOH�DERYH���
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VWUHDPOLQH� ODQJXDJH� SUDFWLFH� WR� D�PLQLPXP� FRPPRQ� GHQRPLQDWRU�� /LNH� /H\OD�� VKH�

SODFHV�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�WKH�VWUDWHJ\�RQ�D�QRQ�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�GLPHQVLRQ�–�KHU�SRVLWLRQ�

DV�D� VWDII�PHPEHU�ZKR�FDQ�� LI� VKH�ZLVKHV� WR��SUDFWLVH� IRUPDO�H[FOXVLRQ�� �/H\OD� VHHV�

Anna’s� QDUURZ� VWUDWHJ\� DV� H[FOXGLQJ� DV� LW� GRHV� QRW� DOORZ� IRU� SHRSOH� ZKR� VSHDN�

GLIIHUHQW� ODQJXDJHV�� &HUWDLQO\�� VKH� GRHV� QRW� IHHO� WKDW� KHU� RZQ� ODQJXDJH� SUDFWLFH� LV�

H[FOXGLQJ�� $V� DQ� HYHQ� QDUURZHU� VWUDWHJ\�� $QQD� LV� FRQVLGHULQJ� WHOOLQJ� /H\OD� QRW� WR�

FRPH�WR�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��ZKLFK�/H\OD�GRHV�QRW�NQRZ��

,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,� GUDZ� RQ� GDWD� IURP� WKUHH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� WR� H[SORUH�

SDUHQWKRRG�DV�D�FDWDO\VW�LQ�GHILQLQJ�DQG�VKDSLQJ�D�VHQVH�RI�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�D�ORFDOLW\�WKDW�

LV� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� 168 �,Q� $OQD� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� SDUHQWV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� XVH�

SDUHQWKRRG� DQG� SDUHQWLQJ� WR� PDQDJH� WKH� ‘project’� RI� GHILQLQJ� ZKDW� WKH� EURDGHU�

QDWLRQDO�DQG�JOREDO�FRPPXQLW\�VKRXOG�EH�OLNH��:KHQ�SDUHQWV�H[SODLQ�WKDW�WKH\�VHHN�D�

‘common practice’� �felles praksis�� DQG� D� ‘sense of community’� �fellesskapsfølelse��

WKH\� DUH� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� FHUWDLQ� DV� WR�ZKDW� WKLV� LV� DQG� KRZ� WR� JR� DERXW� DWWDLQLQJ� LW��

,QGHHG�� WKDW� LV�ZKDW� WKH\� VHHN� WR� GHILQH�� ,Q� WKH� FRXUVH� RI�P\� ILHOGZRUN� SHULRG�� WKH�

ERURXJK� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� WKUHDWHQHG� WR� FORVH� GRZQ� WKUHH� RXW� RI� WKH� IRXU� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� 3DUHQWV� LQLWLDWHG� D� SODQ� RI� DFWLRQ� WR� VDYH� WKHVH�� EDVLQJ� WKHLU�

PRELOLVDWLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�GLYHUVH�SDUHQWKRRGV��,�XVH�WKLV�FDVH�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�SDUHQWKRRG�FDQ�

EH�D�UHVRXUFH�WKDW�FDQ�EH�PRELOLVHG�WR�PDQDJH�WKH�IUDPHV�IRU�OLYLQJ�WRJHWKHU��RU�ZLWK�

HDFK�RWKHU���

7KH� FKDSWHU� EXLOGV� RQ� D� SUHYLRXVO\� SXEOLVKHG� ERRN� FKDSWHU� ZULWWHQ� LQ�

1RUZHJLDQ��(UVWDG���������$OVR�� ,� H[SDQG�RQ� WKH�HPSLULFDO�GDWD� ,�KDYH�SUHVHQWHG� LQ�

WKH�WKHVLV�WKXV�IDU��LQ�D�VHQVH�WKDW�,�LQFOXGH�QRQ�3DNLVWDQL�SDUHQWV�PRUH�WKDQ�LQ�DQ\�RI�

WKH�RWKHU�FKDSWHUV�LQ�WKH�WKHVLV��,�EXLOG�RQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�$OQD�DV�D�SODFH��&KDSWHU�

��� DQG� SURYLGH� PRUH� HPSLULFDO� GHSWK� WR� WKH� FRQWHVWHG� PHDQLQJV� RI� SODFH� DQG�

EHORQJLQJ� WKDW� ,� LGHQWLILHG� WKHUH�� 7KLV� LV� D� FRQVFLRXV� FKRLFH� IRU� WKH� ILQDO� HPSLULFDO�

FKDSWHU��DV�LW�EULQJV�LQ�D�EURDGHU�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�SODFH�DQG�EHORQJLQJ��,Q�WKH�SUHYLRXV�

FKDSWHU�� ,� H[SORUHG�SDUHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO� UHODWLRQV�� ,Q� WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV�

DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WKDW�,�H[SORUH�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�DUH�OHVV�

FOHDU��5DWKHU��ZKDW� HPHUJHV� LV� WKH� ‘boundary�work’� RI� SDUHQWV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� LQ�

OD\LQJ�RXW�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�RI�VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV�UHJDUGLQJ�SDUHQWKRRG�LQ�$OQD��

                                                           
168�%HFDXVH�RQH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LV�FR�ORFDWHG�ZLWK�D�UHJXODU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DQG�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�VKDUHV�
WKH�VDPH�VWDII��ZH�DOVR�PHHW�VRPH�VWDII�IURP�D�UHJXODU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��
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7KLV�FKDSWHU�DGGUHVVHV�P\�ILQDO�PDLQ�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQ�����ZKLFK�DVNV�KRZ��WKURXJK�

SDUHQWKRRG��GLYHUVLW\�LV�OLYHG�DQG�PDQDJHG�LQ�$OQD�ERURXJK��,�DVN� �

�� How does institutional attendance and participation become a resource in 

shaping belonging and participation in a local community, and beyond?� 

�� How are boundaries of difference and similarities managed and negotiated? 

�� Can parenthood be a tool for conviviality, and if so – how?  

�

Conviviality and conflict  
With reference to Britain’s urban areas, Paul Gilroy� ������� XVHV� WKH� WHUP�

‘conviviality’, meaning the practices of ‘cohabitation and interaction that have made 

multiculture an ordinary feature of social life’ ������[L���&RQYLYLDOLW\� �IURP�with + 

living) can be used as an analytical tool for exploring ‘the wD\V� DQG� FRQGLWLRQV� RI�

living together’ �1RZLFND� 	� 9HUWRYHF�� ����������� $FFRUGLQJO\�� DV� 1RZLFND� DQG�

9HUWRYHF� DGG�� FRQYLYLDOLW\� LV� DQ� DOWHUQDWLYH� WR� DXWRQRP\�� SRLQWLQJ� WRZDUGV�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�WKURXJK�LQWHUUHODWHGQHVV�������������7KLV�LV�D�UHOHYDQW�HQWU\�

SRLQW�DOVR�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�QHJRWLDWLRQV�LQ� WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��D�VLWH� WKDW�DOORZV�

IRU� DQ� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�QRW�PHUHO\�RI� LQWHUUHODWHGQHVV�� EXW� DOVR� WKH� IUDPHZRUNV� IRU� DQG�

WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�WKLV���

%DVHG�RQ�KHU�UHVHDUFK�LQ�+DFNQH\��6XVDQQH�:HVVHQGRUI��������KDV�FRLQHG�WKH�

term ‘commonplace diversity’ referring to ‘ethnic, religious and linguistic diversity 

EHLQJ� H[SHULHQFHG� DV� D� QRUPDO� SDUW� RI� VRFLDO� OLIH� DQG� QRW� DV� VRPHWKLQJ� SDUWLFXODUO\�

special’ ������������������$V�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�&KDSWHU����DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUGV�GLYHUVLW\�DUH�

JHQHUDOO\�SRVLWLYH�LQ�$OQD��EXW�QRW�XQHTXLYRFDOO\�VR��,Q�H[DPSOH�DERYH��$QQD�IHOW�WKDW�

/H\OD�ZDV�QRW�PL[LQJ��EHFDXVH�VKH�VSRNH�D� ODQJXDJH� WKDW�H[FOXGHG�RWKHUV��RU�/H\OD�

excluded herself from participating. Also in Alna, there is an ‘ethos of mixing’, an 

LGHD� WKDW�PL[LQJ� LV� JRRG�� VR�SHRSOH� DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR�PL[� LQ�SXEOLF� DQG�DVVRFLDWLRQDO�

VSDFHV��:HVVHQGRUI���������������7KH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�DQG�KRZ��WKH�GLYHUVLW\�LV�DQG�

VKRXOG�EH�FRPPRQSODFH�LV�GHEDWHG�LQ� WKH�SRSXODWLRQ, and it is not ‘a QRUPDO�SDUW�RI�

social life’ to the same extent for all. Even so, Wessendorf’s concept of the ‘ethos of 

mixing’ is a fruitful point of departure in making sense of parents’ negotiations of 

SDUHQWKRRG�DQG�EHORQJLQJQHVV�LQ�WKLV�GLYHUVH�SODFH���

7KLV�LV�VR�EHFDXVH�LW�DOORZV�IRU�DQ�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�ERXQGDULHV�RU�LQWHUIDFHV��DQG��

beyond the perspective that mixing is ‘good’, it opens up for an analysis of situations 



319 
 

ZKHUH� SHRSOH�PD\� WDNH� D� VWHS� EDFN� IURP� WKLV� HWKRV�� 7KXV�� DV�:HVVHQGRUI� ILQGV� LQ�

Hackney, the ‘ethos’ LV� DOVR� QRW� HYHQO\� GLVWULEXWHG� DPRQJ� WKH� UHVLGHQWV� RI� $OQD�

ERURXJK��,Q�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�PDQ\�SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�FRQVLGHU�1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQLV�SDUWLFXODUO\�SUREOHPDWLF�EHFDXVH� WKH\� DUH� VHHQ� WR� �DQG� LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V�GR��

NHHS� WR� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� VSHDN� 8UGX�� $OVR�� WKH\� DUH� VHHQ� WR� KDYH� D� SDUWLFXODUO\�

SUREOHPDWLF�IDPLO\�PRGHO�ZLWK�OLWWOH�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�DQG�ORZ�HPSOR\PHQW�UDWHV��DQG�

IOH[LEOH� FKLOG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� SUDFWLFHV� ZLWK� WRR� OLWWOH� UHJXODWLRQ�� )XUWKHU�� 1RUZHJLDQ�

3DNLVWDQLV��DV�,�UHWXUQ�WR�EHORZ��XVH�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�GLIIHUHQWO\�WKDQ�PRVW�RWKHU�

SHRSOH� GR�� 0DQ\� RI� WKHP� VHH� LW� DQ� H[WHQVLRQ� RI� WKHLU� KRPH�� VR� WKH\� ZLVK� WR� OLYH�

‘private�like’ lives there.  �

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�&KDQWDO�0RXIIH��������VHH�DOVR�0RXIIH������D������E���UDWLRQDO�

FRQVHQVXV� FDQQRW� EH� UHDFKHG� LQ� D� SOXUDOLVW� GHPRFUDF\�� 5DWKHU�� VKH� DUJXHV�� WKH�

legitimacy of modern democracies lies in ‘the recognition and legitimisation of 

conflict’, where the pluralism of values is acknowledged ������������6RPH� OHYHO�RI�

FRQVHQVXV�� VKH� FRQWLQXHV�� LV� RI� FRXUVH� QHHGHG�� EXW� WKLV� LV� ERXQG� WR� EH� FRQIOLFWXDO�

�������� ,Q� KLV� ZRUN� RQ� FRQYLYLDOLW\� DQG� XUEDQ� HQJDJHPHQWV� DPRQJ� 6HQHJDOHVH�

PLJUDQWV� LQ� 6SDLQ�� 7LOPDQQ�+HLO� ������� HPSKDVLVHV� WKDW� UDWKHU� WKDQ� QR� LQWHUDFWLRQ��

FRQIOLFWXDO� LQWHUDFWLRQ�� WKURXJK� QHJRWLDWLRQV� DQG� WUDQVODWLRQV�� IRUPV� SDUW� RI�

FRQYLYLDOLW\� ������������ $OVR� .DUQHU� DQG� 3DUNHU� GLVFXVV� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ�

FRQYLYLDOLW\�DQG�FRQIOLFW��XQGHUVFRULQJ�WKH�DPELYDOHQFHV�WKH\�ILQG�LQ�WKHLU�GDWD�IURP�

LQQHU�FLW\�%LUPLQJKDP��������� ,Q�1RUZD\��/DUV�/DLUG� ,YHUVHQ� �������KDV�GHYHORSHG�

WKH� WHUP� uenighetsfellesskap,� or ‘community of GLVDgreement’, which, as I see it, 

SUHVXSSRVHV� D� FRQYLYLDO� 
HWKRV� RI� PL[LQJ
�� LQYROYLQJ� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ�

SHUVRQDO�PDWWHUV�DQG�FRQILJXUDWLRQ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RYHU�WLPH�169�$V�LV�D�FHQWUDO�SRLQW�

IRU� ,YHUVHQ�� WKH� DLP� RI� WKH� RXWFRPH� RI� WKHVH� LQWHUDFWLRQV� DQG� GLVFXVVLRQV� GRHV� QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\�LQYROYH�DJUHHPHQW��EXW�UDWKHU�FRQVWLWXWHV�D�SURFHVV�RI�GHILQLQJ�WKH�IUDPHV�

IRU�GLVDJUHHPHQWV��ZKLFK�DUH�DOORZHG� WR�–� DQG� LQGHHG�VKRXOG�–� FRPH� WR� WKH�VXUIDFH�

within this frame, and still remain a ‘community’. Thus, like Karner and Parker, and 

+HLO�� KH� LV� FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� WKH� LQKHUHQW�GLVSDULW\� LQ� FRPPXQLW\�RU� WRJHWKHUQHVV�� EXW�

XQOLNH� WKHP�� ,YHUVHQ� GRHV� QRW� UHIHU� WR� WKHVH� DV� conflicts�� EXW� XVHV� WKH�PLOGHU� WHUP�

disagreements���
                                                           
169�The effects of ‘fleeting encounters’ are debated in diversity research �VHH� H�J�� 9DOHQWLQH�� ������
9HUWRYHF������D���EXW�,�GR�QRW�HQWHU�LQWR�WKDW�GLVFXVVLRQ�KHUH��DV�,�DP�SULPDULO\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�PL[LQJ�
LQ�DQ�DUHQD�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�are, not just passing through, so their encounters are, as I see it, not ‘fleeting’. 
+RZHYHU��WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�,�ORRN�LQWR�UHODWLRQV�EH\RQG�WKLV�DUHQD���
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$SSURDFKHV� WR� FRQIOLFWXDO� FRQVHQVXV�� FRQYLYLDOLW\�� PL[LQJ� DQG� GLVDJUHHPHQW�

FRPSOHPHQW� HDFK� RWKHU�� DV� WKH\� DOO� H[SORUH� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK� SHRSOH� DGDSW� WR� DQG�

HQJDJH�ZLWK��DQG�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�FUHDWH�GLVWDQFH�WR��WKH�LQFUHDVLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�GLYHUVLW\�

LQ� XUEDQ� DUHDV�� ,� VHH� FRQWHVWDWLRQV� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� DV� GLVDJUHHPHQWV� UDWKHU�

FRQIOLFWV�� &RQIOLFW�� DV� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� WHUP�� LV� DERXW� RSSRVLWLRQDO� SRLQWV� RI� YLHZ��

ZKHUH�WKH�RQH�VLGH�WULHV� WR�FRQYLQFH�WKH�RWKHU��7UXWK�EHFRPHV�D�]HUR�VXP�JDPH��%\�

FRQWUDVW��EHLQJ� LQ�GLVDJUHHPHQW� DERXW� VRPHWKLQJ� LV�PRUH�RSHQ��ZKHUH� VHYHUDO� WUXWKV�

FDQ�FR�H[LVW��+HUH�WRR��KRZHYHU��VFDOH�LV�DQ�LVVXH�DQG�WKHUH�DUH�IUDPHZRUNV�IRU�ZKDW�LW�

LV�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�GLVDJUHH�DERXW�EHIRUH�WKH�‘disagreement’�WXUQV�LQWR�‘conflict’.�$W�WKH�

DQDO\WLFDO� OHYHO�� D� IRFXV�RQ�GLVDJUHHPHQWV� DOORZ�XV� WR� WHDVH�RXW� WKH� FRQWHVWDWLRQV�RI�

WKHVH� ‘everyday� ideologies’� DQG�SUDFWLFHV�� DQG�RI� WKH� IUDPHV� IRU� OLYLQJ� WRJHWKHU� DQG�

WKXV�DOVR�WKH�SRWHQWLDOV�RI�OLYLQJ�SDUDOOHO�OLYHV��,Q�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��GLYHUJHQFHV�DQG�

GLVSDULWLHV� DUH� LQWHQVHO\� DQG� FDUHIXOO\�PDQDJHG�� ,� H[SORUH� WKLV�PDQDJHPHQW� WKURXJK�

broad�DQG�narrow�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�EHORQJLQJ���

�

Managing boundaries of diversity: Strategies of belonging 
,Q�VWXG\LQJ�ORFDOLWLHV��0LFKDHO�6DYDJH�DQG�FROOHDJXHV�DUJXH��ZH�PXVW�‘fundamentally�

break’� DZD\� IURP� WKH� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKHUH� EHLQJ� D� GLYHUJHQFH� LQ� EHORQJLQJQHVV�

EHWZHHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�DQG�EUHG�LQ�DQ�DUHD�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�PRYHG�

LQWR�LW��6DYDJH��%DJQDOO�	�/RQJKXUVW���������5DWKHU��‘people’s�VHQVH�RI�EHLQJ�DW�KRPH�

LV�UHODWHG�WR�UHIOH[LYH�SURFHVVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�FDQ�VDWLVIDFWRU\�DFFRXQW�WR�WKHPVHOYHV�

KRZ�WKH\�FRPH�WR� OLYH�ZKHUH� WKH\�do’� �6DYDJH�HW�DO�������������$QMD�%UHGDO� �������

DUJXHV� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D� WZR�ZD\� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� EHORQJLQJ� DQG� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� LQ�

WKDW� EHORQJLQJ� FRPPLWV� WR� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� DQG� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� GRHV� VRPHWKLQJ� ZLWK�

EHORQJLQJ��%HORQJLQJ�WKXV�PD\�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�ERWK�DQ�HPRWLRQDO�DWWDFKPHQW�DQG�D�

SUDFWLFH��DV�D�G\QDPLF�SURFHVV�–�DQG�WKLV�WDNHV�XV�WR�WKH�politics RI�EHORQJLQJ��ZKLFK�

‘LQFOXGH�VWUXJJOHV�DURXQG�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�ZKDW� LV�LQYROYHG�LQ�EHORQJLQJ��LQ�EHLQJ�D�

PHPEHU�RI��VXFK��D�community’��<XYDO�'DYLV���������:ULWLQJ�DERXW�WKH�$QGHV��6LDQ�

/D]DU��������GUDZV�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�VWUXJJOHV��DQG�DUJXHV�WKDW�LW�LV�WKHVH�VWUXJJOHV��RU�

‘bundle(s)�RI�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�FRQVWLWXWH�HQFRXQWHUV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�citizens’�UDWKHU�

WKDQ�WKH�DFWXDO�HQG�UHVXOW��WKDW�PDNH�SHRSOH�IXOO�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�����������

,Q� WKLV� SHUVSHFWLYH�� SDUHQWLQJ� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� DV� SOD\LQJ� D� NH\� SDUW� LQ� HQDEOLQJ� IXWXUH�

citizens’� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG� EHORQJLQJ� �(UHO�� �������&HQWUDO� LQ� WKHVH� SURFHVVHV�� /D]DU�
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DUJXHV��‘are�WKH�SURFHVVHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�PDNH�VRPHRQH�D�IXOO�PHPEHU�RI�D�JLYHQ�

FRPPXQLW\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�HQG�UHVXOW�itself’�����������

:KDW� GLYHUVLW\� LV� DQG� KRZ� LW� LV� SHUFHLYHG�� H[SHULHQFHG� DQG� PDQDJHG� LQ�

HQFRXQWHUV�� DQG� ZLWK� ZKDW� DLPV� –� DUH� DOO� TXHVWLRQV� WKDW� QHHG� WR� EH� HPSLULFDOO\�

LQYHVWLJDWHG�� 5HJDUGOHVV� RI� KRZ� SDUHQWV� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� SURV� DQG� FRQV� RI� WKH�PDQ\�

DVSHFWV� DQG� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RI� GLYHUVLW\�� D� FRQVLVWHQW� SHUVSHFWLYH� ERWK� DPRQJ�SDUHQWV�

DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� LV� WKDW� GLYHUVLW\� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� QHHGV� WR�EH�managed�� ,Q� XVLQJ�

YDULRXV� VWUDWHJLHV�� RU� WHFKQRORJLHV� DV� ,� UHIHUUHG� WR� WKHVH� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� FKDSWHU��

SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�PDQDJLQJ�GLIIHUHQFH��QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�E\�

FRQVWUXFWLQJ� ‘sameness’� RXW� RI� LW�� EXW� E\� ZRUNLQJ� WR� GHILQH� ZKLFK� GLIIHUHQFHV� DUH�

DFFHSWHG��ZKLFK�DUH�QRW��DQG�KRZ�ERWK�FDWHJRULHV�DUH�WR�EH�PDQDJHG�LQ�SUDFWLFH���

,� DSSURDFK� parents’� DQG� professionals’� EXQGOHV� RI� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK�

GLYHUVLW\�DV�broad�DQG�narrow strategies of belonging��:KHUHDV�QDUURZ�VWUDWHJLHV�DUH�

XVHG�WR�FKDQQHO��GHILQH�DQG�FUHDWH�D�IRUP�IRU�HTXDOLW\�WKDW�LV�VDPHQHVV�RULHQWHG��EURDG�

VWUDWHJLHV�RIIHU�PRUH�URRP�IRU�GLIIHUHQFH��EXW�D�GLIIHUHQFH�WKDW�QHYHUWKHOHVV�QHHGV�WR�

EH�PDQDJHG��7KH�WZR�VWUDWHJLHV�FRXOG�DOVR�EH�WHUPHG�‘management’�VWUDWHJLHV��EXW�,�

ILQG�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�‘belonging’� WR�EH�PRUH�SUHFLVH�EHFDXVH�LW� WHOOV�XV�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�

what�LV�EHLQJ�PDQDJHG��%RWK�EURDG�DQG�QDUURZ�VWUDWHJLHV�HQWDLO�XQGHUO\LQJ�UDWLRQDOHV�

DQG�WHFKQLTXHV�RI�LQFOXVLRQ��WR�PDNH�LW�HDVLHU�WR�DFKLHYH�ZKDW�LQIRUPDQWV�UHIHU�WR�DV�‘a 

common point of departure’�� ,PSRUWDQWO\�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� VWUDWHJ\�� SDUHQWV� DQG�

SURIHVVLRQDOV� DOLNH� VHHN� LQFOXVLRQ� DV� D� ZD\� RI� FRPEDWLQJ� H[FOXVLRQ�� 7KHVH�

PDQDJHPHQW�VWUDWHJLHV�DUH�HPSOR\HG�ZKHWKHU�SDUHQWV�IHHO�WKHUH�LV�‘a good balance’�RU�

‘an ideal mix’ RU�QRW���

�

The pedagogics of diversity 
%ULGJHW��D�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�HPSOR\HH�ZKR�OLYHV�LQ�DQG�KDV�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�IRU�RYHU�

WZHQW\�\HDUV��VD\V�WKDW�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�JUHDW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�HWKQLF�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�WKHVH����

\HDUV�� HQULFKLQJ� KHU� SHUVRQDO� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDO� OLIH�� /LNH� %ULGJHW�� PDQ\� RI� WKH�

HPSOR\HHV�LQ�WKLV�RSHQ�DQG�UHJXODU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�OLYH�LQ�WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\��DQG�KDYH�

GRQH�VR�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��DV�LV�DOVR�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�WKH�3DUHQW�DQG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�6HUYLFHV��

:KLOH�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DW�WKH�3&+6�DUH�VNLOOHG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQV��

WKH� VWDII� FRPSRVLWLRQ� LQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� DQG� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� LV�PRUH�PL[HG��ZLWK�
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ERWK� VNLOOHG� DQG� XQVNLOOHG� HPSOR\HHV�� DQG� PRUH� HWKQLFDOO\� GLYHUVH�� 7\SLFDOO\�� WKH�

XQVNLOOHG�ZRUNIRUFH�LV�PRUH�HWKQLFDOO\�GLYHUVH�WKDQ�WKH�VNLOOHG�RQH���

:KLOH�%ULGJHW�H[SHULHQFHV�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�DPRQJ�VWDII�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�DV�SRVLWLYH��

VKH�DOVR�VD\V�WKDW�JRLQJ�IURP�‘almost entirely white, except for maybe five Pakistani 

children’� WR� today’s� H[WHQVLYH� GLYHUVLW\� FRQVWLWXWHV� D� ‘multifaceted pedagogical 

challenge’.� 2QO\� D� IHZ� \HDUV� EDFN�� %ULGJHW� VD\V�� WKH\� KDG� WLPH� WR� VLW� GRZQ�� SOD\�

JDPHV�DQG�GR�MLJVDZ�SX]]OHV�ZLWK�WKH�NLGV��DQG�RIWHQ�FRQGXFWHG�ELJ�SURMHFWV�VXFK�DV�

FROOHFWLQJ� DQG� GRLQJ� DUW� ZLWK� DXWXPQ� OHDYHV�� ‘real pedagogics’ (ordentlig 

pedagogikk)�� DV� %ULGJHW� WHUPV� LW�� 1RZ�� VKH� FRQWLQXHV�� WKH\� UDUHO\� KDYH� WLPH� WR� GR�

DQ\WKLQJ� EXW�PDNH� VXUH� WKDW� WKH� GD\� UXQV� ‘relatively smoothly’�–�ZKLFK� GHPDQGV� D�

YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�SHGDJRJ\� WKDQ�ZKDW�KHU� WUDLQLQJ�SUHSDUHG�KHU� IRU��7KLV� LV� VR��

%ULGJHW�VD\V��EHFDXVH�FKLOGUHQ�don’t�KDYH�WKH�ODQJXDJH�IRU�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�IXOO\�DQG�WKH\�

don’t�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�VXFK�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�DOO�DERXW�–�DQG�JHW�‘impatient and wander 

off, or disrupt’���

%ULGJHW� QRWHV� WKH� VFDOH� RI� GLYHUVLW\�� EXW� DOVR� KRZ� UDSLGO\� $OQD�� DQG� WKH�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� KDYH� EHFRPH� GLYHUVLILHG�� +HU� FROOHDJXH� 0LUDQGD� LV� SDUWLFXODUO\�

FRQFHUQHG� DERXW� ODQJXDJH� GHYHORSPHQW�� VHHLQJ� LW� DV� WKH� ‘main multicultural 

challenge’�EHFDXVH�VWDII�WRGD\�PXVW�XVH�D�VLPSOH�ODQJXDJH�DQG�GLIIHUHQW�PHWKRGV�IRU�

FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�FRPSDUHG�WR�D�GHFDGH�DJR�����)XUWKHU��

WKH\� ODFN� SHGDJRJLFDO�PHWKRGV� IRU� WHDFKLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� WKH�PDMRULW\� ODQJXDJH�� LQ� WKLV�

FDVH�1RUZHJLDQ�� LQ�D� ORFDO�FRQWH[W�ZKHUH� WKHUH� LV�QR�FOHDU�PDMRULW\� ODQJXDJH��EXW�D�

P\ULDG� RI� GLIIHUHQW� WRQJXHV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� VKH� VD\V�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKH\� SODFH� VSHFLDO�

HPSKDVLV�RQ�IRRG�DQG�FRRNLQJ��FKLOGUHQ�don’t�NQRZ�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�ZRUG�IRU�ZKDW�VKH�

WHUPV�HYHU\GD\� LWHPV� OLNH�D�VSDWXOD �slikkepott���$GGLQJ� WR� WKLV�FKDOOHQJH� LV� WKH� IDFW�

WKDW� WKH� 1RUZHJLDQ� /DERXU� DQG� :HOIDUH� $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ� �1$9�� SURYLGHV� SUDFWLFH�

SODFHV� IRU�PLJUDQW�ZRPHQ� LQ� WKHVH�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� WR� HQDEOH� WKHP� WR� JHW� VRPH�ZRUN�

H[SHULHQFH� LQ� SUHSDUDWLRQ� IRU� HQWHULQJ� WKH� HPSOR\PHQW� PDUNHW�����$V�0LUDQGD� VD\V�

‘Where is this language going to come from?’��

                                                           
����0LUDQGD�KHUVHOI�LV�RI�6RXWK�$VLDQ�RULJLQV���
��� 7KLV�LV�FDOOHG arbeidspraksis��6WULFWO\�VSHDNLQJ��LW�LV�QRW�1$9�WKDW�ILQGV�WKHVH�SODFHV�IRU�SHRSOH��EXW�
1$9�PD\�IDFLOLWDWH�FRQWDFW�DQG�LV�ILQDQFLDOO\�UHVSRQVLEO\�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�SURYLGLQJ�ILQDQFLDO�LQFHQWLYHV�
IRU�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH�SURJUDPPH��6RPH�RI�WKHVH�DUH�PRWKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��RU�
ZKR� XVHG� WR� JR� WKHUH��� DQG�ZKRP� VWDII� KDYH� DVVLVWHG� LQ� JHWWLQJ� RQH� RI� WKHVH�1$9� LQWHUQVKLSV�� 6HH�
KWWSV���ZZZ�QDY�QR�QR�3HUVRQ�$UEHLG�'DJSHQJHU�RJ�VWRQDGHU�YHG�DUEHLGVORVKHW�6W�&��%�QDGHU�
YHG�WLOWDN������������FPV�FKDSWHU���DFFHVVHG����������
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,Q� $OQD� ,� KDYH� VHHQ� KRZ� VWDII� PHPEHUV� WDNH� ‘difference’� LQWR� DFFRXQW� LQ�

FRPPXQLFDWLQJ� ZLWK� SDUHQWV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� LQ� GHYHORSLQJ� WKH� FRQWHQWV� RI� WKHLU�

SHGDJRJLFV��7KLV� LQFOXGHV�ZKDW� WKH�PLJUDWLRQ�EDFNJURXQG� �FRXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ�� UHDVRQ�

IRU�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�OHQJWK�RI�UHVLGHQFH�LQ�1RUZD\��RI�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�KDYH��

DV� ZHOO� DV� VSHFLILF� IDPLO\� VLWXDWLRQV� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� OLYLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV� DQG�

DUUDQJHPHQWV�� WKH�KHDOWK��HGXFDWLRQDO�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW� VLWXDWLRQ�RI�SDUHQWV��0LUDQGD�

ILQGV� WKDW� WKH� ODQJXDJH�VNLOOV�RI�PDMRULW\�1RUZHJLDQV�KDYH�GHWHULRUDWHG� LQ� WKH� \HDUV�

VKH�KDV�OLYHG�DQG�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�DUHD��+HU�H[SODQDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�EHWWHU�HGXFDWHG�SHRSOH��

SDUWLFXODUO\� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQV�� EXW� QRW� H[FOXVLYHO\� VR�� DUH� PRYLQJ� RXW� ‘It is my 

experience that the ethnic Norwegians, if I can call them that, have lowered their level 

of language. That leads to misunderstandings, and often people don’t admit to not 

understanding…’ $OWKRXJK�VKH�VLQJOHV�RXW�PLJUDQW�SDUHQWV�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQ�

SUDFWLFDO�PDWWHUV��OLNH�NQRZLQJ�KRZ�WR�FORWKH�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�SOD\LQJ�RXWGRRUV�RQ�ZLQWHU�

GD\V��VHH�SKRWR������DQG�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�Miranda’s�UHDFWLRQ�WR�D�QHZVSDSHU�VWRU\�LQ�

&KDSWHU����WKDW�VWDII�FDQQRW�WDNH�IRU�JUDQWHG�WKDW�SDUHQWV�NQRZ172�0LUDQGD�DOVR�ILQGV�

WKDW�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�SDUHQWV�QHHG�PRUH�IROORZ�XS�WKDQ�WKH\�GLG�D�GHFDGH�DJR���

,Q� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� SURIHVVLRQDOV� DGMXVW� WKH� FRQWHQWV� RI� WKH� LQWURGXFWRU\�

FRQYHUVDWLRQ� EDVHG� RQ� WKHLU� LPSUHVVLRQV� DQG� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� parents’� NQRZOHGJH� RI�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV�DQG�RQ�ZKDW�LV�H[SHFWHG�IURP�SDUHQWV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�

FKLOGUHQ��RWKHU�SDUHQWV�DQG�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�VWDII��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RQH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WHDFKHU��

QHZ� WRSLFV� VXFK� DV� ‘discipline, informing parents that corporal punishment is 

forbidden by law in Norway’� KDYH� EHHQ� LQWURGXFHG� LQ� ODWHU� \HDUV�� %XQGJDDUG� DQG�

*XOO¡Y��������ZDUQ�DJDLQVW�XVLQJ�FXOWXUH�DV�DQ�H[SODQDWRU\�PRGHO�IRU�GLIIHUHQFH��DV�

WKH\� ILQG� LV� GRQH� E\� VRPH� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� VWDII� LQ� 'HQPDUN�� EHFDXVH� WKLV� FHPHQWV�

GLIIHUHQFH��7KH\�LGHQWLI\�D�SDUDGR[��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��VWDII�PHPEHUV�HPSKDVLVHG�WKDW�

FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WKH�VDPH�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�WUHDWHG�HTXDOO\��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH\�PDUNHG�

PLQRULW\�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�0XVOLP�FKLOGUHQ��DV�‘different’.�7KLV��WKH\�DUJXH��LV�

XVHG�WR�MXVWLI\�D�VWUDWHJ\�ZKHUH�VWDII�FDQ�WHDFK�PLQRULW\�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�

WKHLU� SDUHQWV�� ‘correct’� EHKDYLRXU� �%XQGJDDUG� 	� *XOO¡Y�� ����������� 7KLV� EHDUV�

                                                           
172�For instance, staff members no longer simply put notes for parents in children’s bags, informing of 
VSHFLDO� HYHQWV� LQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� RU� UHPLQGHUV� WKDW� FKLOGUHQ� QHHG�PRUH� QDSSLHV� RU� FOHDQ� H[WUD� FORWKHV��
,QVWHDG��DQ�HPSOR\HH�VLWV� LQ�WKH�ZDUGUREH�DUHD�ZKHQ�SDUHQWV�IHWFK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��ZDLW� IRU�WKH�SDUHQWV�
ZKRP� WKH\�NQRZ�QHHG�H[SODQDWLRQV��DQG�JR� WKURXJK� WKH�QRWH�ZLWK� WKHP��PDNLQJ�VXUH� WKDW� WKH\�KDYH�
XQGHUVWRRG�� 6WDII� ZLOO� RIWHQ� FRQWURO� FKHFN�� DQG� SURYLGH� H[DPSOHV� RI� FRUUHFW� RU� ZURQJ� EHKDYLRXU��
Miranda says: ‘Sometimes I use Urdu to check if parents have understood or not…When language 
changes, cultural mediation (kulturformidling) changes too, and this in turn changes the kindergarten.’�
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VLPLODULWLHV�WR�P\�ILQGLQJV�IURP�WKH�,&'3�FRXUVHV�IRU�‘problem’�JURXSV��ZKHUH�WKHLU�

SDUHQWLQJ�LV�PDUNHG�DV�‘deviant’�VR�WKDW�PHQWRUV�FDQ�ZRUN�DW�‘normalising’�PRWKHUV��

VXFK�DV�WKURXJK�WKH�DGGHG�FRQWHQWV�LQ�WKH�LQWURGXFWRU\�FRQYHUVDWLRQ���

%XQGJDDUG� DQG� *XOO¡Y� KDYH� D� YDOLG� SRLQW�� DQG� SHRSOH� DUH� FDWHJRULVHG� DV�

‘deviant’�EDVHG�RQ�FHUWDLQ�FULWHULD� WKDW�DUH�XVHG� WR�H[SODLQ� WKH�UHDVRQ�RU�EDFNJURXQG�

IRU�WKHLU�SHUFHLYHG�GLIIHUHQFH��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��VRPH�SDUHQWV��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKRVH�ZLWK�

OLPLWHG�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV��DUH�JUDWHIXO�IRU�VWDII�WDNLQJ�WLPH�WR�H[SODLQ�ZKDW�LV�H[SHFWHG�

RI� WKHP�� DV� WKLV� FDQ� KHOS� WKHP� LQ� WKHLU� TXHVW� IRU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� LQ�

1RUZHJLDQ� GRPLQDQW� VRFLHW\�� ,PSRUWDQWO\�� DQG� ERWK� SDUHQWV� DQG� VWDII� VHHP� WR� EH�

DZDUH�RI�WKLV��VWDII�PHPEHUV�DUH�ZDONLQJ�D�ILQH�OLQH�ZKHUH�WKH�VLQJOLQJ�RXW�RI�FHUWDLQ�

JURXSV�RI�SDUHQWV�FDQ�ERWK�PDQLIHVW�WKHP�DV�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�SURYLGH�WKHP�ZLWK�GHVLUHG�

NQRZOHGJH�WR�GHILQH�WKHLU�RZQ�SRVLWLRQ��‘&ulture’��UHOLJLRQ�RU�HWKQLFLW\�DUH�RIWHQ�–�EXW�

QRW� DOZD\V� –� XVHG� DV� DQ� H[SODQDWLRQ� IRU� GLIIHUHQFH�� (WKQLFDOO\� GLYHUVH� RU� QRW�� WKH�

VWUDWHJLHV� XVHG� E\� VWDII� DUH� IXHOOHG� E\� DLPV� RI� LQFOXVLRQ�� %HORZ�� ,� H[SDQG� RQ� P\�

GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� EURDG� DQG�QDUURZ� VWUDWHJLHV� DQG� LOOXVWUDWH� VRPH�RI� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK�

GLYHUVLW\�LV�PDQDJHG��DQG�ZKHUH��FKLHIO\��LPPLJUDQWV�DUH�WKH�WDUJHWV�RI�JRYHUQDQFH����

�
Photo 10.1 Notice posted in the cloakroom of Flower Meadow open kindergarten173�

                                                           
173 %ULHIO\�SXW��WKH�SRVWHU�H[SODLQV�WR�SDUHQWV�KRZ�WR�GUHVV�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�FROG�DQG�ZHW�ZHDWKHU��,W�VWUHVVHV�
WKH�JRRG�TXDOLWLHV�RI�ZRRO��DQG� WKDW� WKLV� LV� WKH�EHVW�PDWHULDO�IRU�FKLOGUHQ� WR�ZHDU�XQGHU� WKHLU�RXWGRRU�
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�

Broad strategies: enhancing difference 
,Q�PXFK�SRVW�PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP� OLWHUDWXUH��PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP� LV�SUHVHQWHG� DV� �PHUHO\�� D�

‘feel� good’� LGHRORJ\�� FHOHEUDWLQJ� saris�� samosas� DQG� steel drums� �$OLEKDL�%URZQ��

�������RU�HYHQ�DV�GHDG��%HUJ�	�6LJRQD���������,�GR�QRW�GLVFXVV�PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP�RU�LWV�

DSSDUHQW� GHPLVH� KHUH� � �VHH� H�J�� /HQWLQ� 	� 7LWOH\�� ������ 9HUWRYHF� 	� :HVVHQGRUI��

�������EXW�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�WKH�IRFXV�RQ�IRRG�DQG�FHOHEUDWLRQV�LQ�GLYHUVH�

�RSHQ��NLQGHUJDUWHQV�LV�QRW�PHUHO\�D�PDWWHU�RI�VXUIDFH�V\PEROLVP�RU�‘feel�goodism’,�

DV� WKH\�PLJKW� DSSHDU� DW� D� ILUVW� JODQFH��$�FORVHU� ORRN� UHYHDO� WKDW� WKHVH� DUH� WRROV� WKDW�

FHOHEUDWH�GLYHUVLW\��EXW�WKDW�DOVR�OHDG�WR�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�PRUH�IXQGDPHQWDO�LVVXHV�VXFK�

DV� WKH� ERXQGDULHV� IRU� GLYHUVLW\� DQG� EHORQJLQJ�� DQG�ZKDW� LW�PHDQV�� RU� WDNHV�� WR� EH� D�

‘good� 1RUZHJLDQ� citizen’.� /pYL�6WUDXVV� IDPRXVO\� FRPPHQWHG� WKDW� IRRG� LV� ‘good� WR�

think’� �bon à penser���RU�� LQ�(GPXQG�Leach’s� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�� ‘goods� WR� WKLQN�(with)’�

�/HDFK�� ����>����@������ LQGHHG� LW� LV� ERWK� IRU�0LUDQGD�� LQ� KHU� TXHVW� WR� H[SDQG� WKH�

GLVFXUVLYH�VSDFH�IRU�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�IRRG�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�RWKHU�SUDFWLFHV���

�

,Q�WKH�HYHQLQJ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��kveldsåpent���MXVW�EHIRUH�PHDOWLPH��ZKLOH�ZDLWLQJ�
IRU� WKH� ODVW� RI� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� SDUHQWV� WR� JDWKHU� LQ� WKH� FLUFOH� RQ� WKH� IORRU��
0LUDQGD�EHJLQV� WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�DVVHPEO\� �samlingsstund��RI� VRQJV�� VRPHWLPHV�
VWRULHV�� E\� DVNLQJ� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� VLPSOH� TXHVWLRQV�� NHHSLQJ� WKHP� EXV\� ZKLOH�
ZDLWLQJ��EXW� DOVR�XVLQJ� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� IDFLOLWDWH�FXOWXUDO�H[FKDQJH�DPRQJ�
WRGGOHUV��SUH�VFKRROHUV�DQG�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��9HHU�����KDV�UHFHQWO\�UHWXUQHG�IURP�D�
WULS� WR� ,QGLD�� DQG�KLV�KHDG� LV� VPRRWK�DQG�FOHDQ�VKDYHQ��7KUHH�ZHHNV�DJR��KH�
KDG� D� SRQ\WDLO� WKDW� KDG� VWHDGLO\� EHHQ� JURZLQJ� VLQFH� ELUWK��0LUDQGD� DVNV� WKH�
RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�LI�WKH\�KDYH�QRWLFHG�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�KDV�FKDQJHG�ZLWK�9HHU��DQG�
VRPHRQH�SRLQWV�DW�KLP�DQG�DQVZHUV�WKDW�‘he has no hair!’�7KHUH�LV�QR�WLPH�IRU�
9HHU�WR�JHW�HPEDUUDVVHG�E\�WKH�RXWFU\��EHFDXVH�VRRQ�0LUDQGD�LV�WKHUH�WR�DGG�
WKDW�9HHU�KDV�EHHQ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�,QGLD�‘Has anyone here been to India?’�/LWWOH�
KHDGV�ZLWK�ELJ�H\HV�VKDNH�IURP�VLGH�WR�VLGH��6KH�WKHQ�DGGV�WKDW�KH�GURYH�KLV�
uncle’s�PRWRUELNH�ZKLOH� WKHUH��‘Did he remember to wear a helmet?’�D�FKLOG�
DVNV��9HHU�VKDNHV�KLV�KHDG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�FROOHFWLYH�VLJK�RI�LPSUHVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�
JURXS�RI�FKLOGUHQ���

0LUDQGD� IROORZV� XS� ZLWK� VRPH� DJH�VSHFLILF� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH�
mundan FHUHPRQ\��ZKHUH�D� toddler’s�KDLU� LV� VKDYHG�DV�PHDQV�RI�SXULILFDWLRQ�
DQG� WR� HQVXUH� D� ORQJ� OLIH�� DQG� WKH� FKLOG�� LQ� WKLV� FDVH�9HHU�� LV� JLYHQ�SUHVHQWV��
2QH�FKLOG� VD\V� WKDW�9HHU�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\� IRUWXQDWH� WR� UHFHLYH� DOO� WKH�SUHVHQWV��
DQG�,�VSRW�VRPH�DGPLUDWLRQ�LQ�KLV�ELJ�H\HV��:KHQ�DOO� WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DGXOWV�
KDYH� DUULYHG��0LUDQGD� VD\V� WKDW� WRGD\� WKHUH� LV� D� QHZ�JLUO� KHUH�� DQG� DVNV� KHU�
ZKDW�KHU�QDPH�LV��7KH�JLUO� ORRNV�DQ[LRXVO\�DURXQG�DW� WKH�RWKHUV� LQ�WKH�FLUFOH��

                                                                                                                                                                      
FORWKHV�� ,W� DOVR� QRWHV� WKDW� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� ZLOO� EH� SOD\LQJ� RXWGRRUV� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� WKH� ZHDWKHU�� 7KH�
LOOXVWUDWLRQV�VKRZ�ZRROOHQ�XQGHUZHDU� 
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DQG�ZKLVSHUV�‘Mali’.�0LUDQGD�LV�WKULOOHG��‘Mali! That means soil or earth in my 
language!’174 �

�

0LUDQGD� XVHV� children’s� RZQ� H[SHULHQFHV�� IRRG� DQG� ODQJXDJH� DV� WRROV� RI� LQFOXVLRQ��

6KH� KDV� D� KLJK� OHYHO� RI� ‘diversity� competence’� DQG� XVHV� WKH�PXOWLWXGH� RI� GLIIHUHQW�

NLQGV�RI�GLIIHUHQFHV�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�ZKHUH��DV�VKH�VD\V��‘we have in common 

that we are all different’. 7KH�PHDOV�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DUH�VLPSOH��DQG�PD\�FRQVLVW�

RI� JULOOHG� FKHHVH� VDQGZLFKHV�� RDWPHDO�SRUULGJH�� OHQWLOV� DQG� ULFH�� YHJHWDULDQ�SL]]D�RU�

Miranda’s� RZQ� LQYHQWLRQ�� JULOOHG� WDQGRRUL� SRWDWRHV��7KLV� SDUWLFXODU� HYHQLQJ��ZH� DUH�

KDYLQJ�ILVKFDNHV�RQ�WRDVW�DQG�JUDWHG�FDUURWV��0LUDQGD�H[SODLQLQJ�WR�PH�WKDW�ZKLOH�WKH\�

YDOXH�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�DLP�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�‘each other’ DQG�GLIIHUHQW�FXOWXUHV��

LW�LV�DOVR�WKHLU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�LQWURGXFH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WR�1RUZHJLDQ�IRRG�FXOWXUH�–�OLNH�

SRWDWRHV��FDUURWV�DQG�ILVKFDNHV��7KH�PHDOV�WKXV�DUH�QRW�PHUHO\�DERXW�WKH�IRRG��EXW�DOVR�

DERXW�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�VHQVH�RI�FRPPXQLW\�RU�FRQYLYLDOLW\�DPRQJ�SDUHQWV��SURIHVVLRQDOV�

DQG�FKLOGUHQ��:KHQ� WKH\�FRPH�WR� IHWFK�FKLOGUHQ��PDQ\�SDUHQWV�HQG�XS�VWD\LQJ�RQ� WR�

HQMR\�WKH�HYHQLQJ�PHDO��kveldsmåltidet���HLWKHU�EHFDXVH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�

JR�KRPH�DQG�ZDQW�WR�VKDUH�WKLV�WLPH�ZLWK�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�DW�WKH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��RU�EHFDXVH�

WKH�SDUHQWV�WKHPVHOYHV�HQMR\�FKDWWLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�RU�WKH�VWDII��RU�VSHQGLQJ�VRPH�

WLPH�ZLWK� WKHLU� RZQ� FKLOGUHQ� EHIRUH� UHWXUQLQJ� WR� WKH� URXWLQHV� RU� GHPDQGV� DW� KRPH��

2WKHU� WLPHV�SDUHQWV� WXUQ� DURXQG� LQ� WKH�GRRUZD\� DQG�JR�EDFN�KRPH� LI� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�

don’t�ZDQW�WR�FRPH��UHWXUQLQJ�DJDLQ�DW�FORVLQJ�WLPH�WR�IHWFK�WKHP��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�

ZLWK�VRPH�SDUHQWV��DQG�JUDQGSDUHQWV��DV�ZH�VKDOO�VHH��LQ�WKH�H[DPSOH�EHORZ��JDWKHULQJ�

WRJHWKHU�WR�HQMR\�D�PHDO�RI�WRDVW��FXUULHG�VFUDPEOHG�HJJV�DQG�VSLF\�SLFNOHV����

�

0LUDQGD�  Would you like some bread, Naeem? What is bread called in 
Urdu?  

1DHHP�  [nodding, looking at the Indian boy next to him, who speaks 
Hindi, similar language] Roti. 

0LUDQGD�  Would you like me to toast the roti for you? Do you have 
toasters in Pakistan? What is toaster called in Urdu?  

1DHHP�  [silent] 
0LUDQGD�  I think it is just called toaster. [Then, to Nadia’s grandmother, 

from Bosnia] - What is ‘bread’ called where you come from?  
 

                                                           
����+LQGL��0LUDQGD�VDLG�jord��HDUWK��VRLO���,W�FDQ�DOVR�PHDQ�JDUGHQHU��D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZRUNV�ZLWK�WKH�HDUWK�
�jord��DQG�WKXV�IDFLOLWDWHV�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�D�SODFH��
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There is now some commotion, because Nadia’s grandmother has hearing 
problems, and does not understand Norwegian or English, so Nadia’s dad, her 
son-in-law, has to translate loudly to her what Miranda has just asked her.  

 
*UDQGPRWKHU� Lepinje! [She almost shouts it out, loud and excited, as if it is 

the rest of us who have impaired hearing].  
 

Miranda is thrilled at the reaction, about being able to include this woman, a 
visitor and guest from far away, and with only limited knowledge of and 
contact with Norwegian society. Only recently did she try to light a cigarette 
in the kindergarten kitchen.  

 
0LUDQGD�� Yes! Lepinje! [Then, to Doug:] Do you have toasters where 

your dad comes from, Doug? 
'RXJ��� Yes.  
0LUDQGD�  Would you like your bread toasted? 
�
As Nadia, her father and grandmother leave the kitchen, Miranda says 
goodbye to them in Bosnian. Nadia turns her head, smiles and runs over to 
Miranda and gives her a big warm hug before she walks out together with her 
father and grandmother.   

�

)RRG� DQG� FXOLQDU\� SUDFWLFHV� GHILQH� ERXQGDULHV� EHWZHHQ� ‘us’� DQG� ‘them’� �/XSWRQ��

�������EXW�FDQ�DOVR�EH�XVHG�WR�WUDQVFHQG�WKHVH�ERXQGDULHV��DV�IRRG�FDQ�IRFXV�RQ�DQG�

FRQQHFW�GLYHUVLWLHV�RI� ‘us’� UDWKHU� WKDQ�PDUNLQJ�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ� ‘us’� DQG� ‘them’.�

$V� 0DU\� 'RXJODV� SXWV� LW�� ‘the� RUGHUHG� V\VWHP� ZKLFK� LV� D� PHDO� UHSUHVHQWV� DOO� WKH�

RUGHUHG�V\VWHPV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWKLQ�it’�������>����@������7KLV�‘ordered�system’�DV�,�VHH�

LW�� FDQ� DOVR� EHFRPH� UH�RUGHUHG� WR� VXLW� D� GLIIHUHQW� FRQWH[W� RU� VKDSH� LW� LQ� D� FHUWDLQ�

GLUHFWLRQ��0LUDQGD�XVHV�WKH�VRFLDO�HYHQW�RI� WKH�PHDO�� WKH�NLQGV�RI�IRRG�VKH�SODQV�IRU�

DQG�SUHSDUHV�� DV� D�NLQG�RI�PDJQHW�RU�FHQWULSHWDO� IRUFH� WR�KHOS� OHVVHQ� WKH�ERXQGDULHV�

EHWZHHQ� ‘us’� DQG� ‘them’,� DQG� WR� IDFLOLWDWH� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� D� EURDGHU� DQG�PRUH�

LQFOXVLYH� PHDQLQJ� RI� ‘us’.� 7KXV�� IRRG� LV� QRW� RQO\� FHQWUDO� LQ� VLJQLI\LQJ� LGHQWLW\� LQ�

GLDVSRUD� DQG� DV� D� WRRO� WR�PDLQWDLQ� FRQQHFWLRQV� WR� ‘home’,� DV�9DOOLDQDWRV� DQG�5DLQH�

������� SRLQW� RXW�� EXW� FDQ� DOVR� IDFLOLWDWH� FRQQHFWLRQV� WR� DQG� EHORQJLQJ� LQ� WKH� ORFDO�

FRPPXQLW\�WKURXJK�VKDULQJ�PHDOV�LQ�ORFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV��

$W�WKH�HYHQLQJ�PHDO��FKLOGUHQ�DQG�SDUHQWV�VLW�DURXQG�WKH�WDEOH��0LUDQGD�LV�WKH�

RQO\�RQH�ZKR�LV�VWDQGLQJ�DQG�PRYLQJ�DURXQG��VHUYLQJ�IRRG�DQG�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKDW�DOO�

WKH�SHRSOH�KDYH�ZKDW� WKH\�QHHG��2QFH� LQ�D�ZKLOH��VKH�SD\V�VSHFLILF�DWWHQWLRQ� WR�RQH�

FKLOG�� DV� VKH� GRHV� ZLWK� 1DHHP� DQG� DV� VKH� GLG� ZLWK� 9HHU� DQG� 0DOL�� VWHHUV� WKH�

FRQYHUVDWLRQ� WRZDUGV� VSHFLILF� FRPSHWHQFHV� VKH� NQRZV� WKDW� WKH� SDUWLFXODU� FKLOG� KDV��

DQG� PDNHV� DQ� HIIRUW� WR� LQYROYH� WKH� RWKHU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� DGXOWV� LQ� KLV� ILHOG� RI�
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FRPSHWHQFH�� WXUQLQJ�KLP� LQWR�D� ‘cultural�expert’.�%\�HDWLQJ� WRJHWKHU�DQG�FRQYHUVLQJ�

DERXW� IRRG�� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� DEOH� WR� VKRZ�DQG� WDON� DERXW� WKHLU� SHUVRQDO�SUHIHUHQFHV� DQG�

FXOWXUDO� VNLOOV�� 7KLV� LV� D� ZD\� IRU� WKHP� WR� EHFRPH� ‘skilled� VWUXFWXUDO� navigators’�

�%DOODUG� �������� LQ� =HLWO\Q�� ����������� 7KDW� ZDV� D� SRLQW� ,� PDGH� UHJDUGLQJ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV� LQ� &KDSWHU� ��� EXW� WKDW� DOVR� ZRUNV� WR� GHVFULEH� WKH� GHVLUHG�

RXWFRPHV�RI� WKH�HQFRXQWHUV� LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��DQG�EXLOG� VHOI�FRQILGHQFH� WKURXJK�

WKHLU� NQRZOHGJH� DERXW� ODQJXDJHV� DQG� FXVWRPV� –� VRPHWLPHV� WKURXJK� D� IXQQ\� VWRU\�

IURP� D� ‘different’� SODFH��$GRSWLQJ�children’s� RZQ� FRPSHWHQFHV�� VXFK� DV� VSHDNLQJ� D�

IHZ�ZRUGV� LQ� %RVQLDQ��0LUDQGD� DLPV� WR� VWUHQJWKHQ� WKH� YDOXH� RI� WKDW� VNLOO� DQG� WKDW�

SDUWLFXODU�FKLOG�LQ�LWV�RZQ�DQG�others’�H\HV���

$IWHU� WKH�PHDO��Veer’s� PXP� WHOOV�PH� WKDW� ZLWK� WKH� QHZ� VPHOOV� DQG� VRXQGV��

IRRG� DQG� SHRSOH��9HHU� KDG� EHHQ� TXLWH� DQ[LRXV� LQ� ,QGLD� EHIRUH� KH�ZHQW� WKURXJK� WKH�

ULWXDO��6KH�KDG�WROG�0LUDQGD�DERXW�WKLV�SULRU�WR�WKH�DVVHPEO\��0LUDQGD�WKHQ�WRRN�WKH�

LQLWLDWLYH� WR� UDLVH� WKH� LVVXH�� ZDQWLQJ� WR� EXLOG� Veer’s� FXOWXUDO� FRQILGHQFH� DQG�

FRPSHWHQFH�� E\� H[WHQVLRQ� VKRZLQJ� WKH� RWKHU� FKLOGUHQ� WKDW� WKHLU� FRPSHWHQFHV� DQG�

NQRZOHGJH�WRR�DUH�YDOXDEOH��DQG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�URRP�IRU�WKHP�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��

Miranda’s� VWUDWHJ\� LV� EURDG�� HYLGHQW� LQ� WKH� ZD\� WKDW� VKH� PDQDJHV� WKH� FRPSOH[�

DVVHPEO\� RI� IRRG�� ODQJXDJH� DQG�FXOWXUH�� HQKDQFLQJ� WKHP�E\�PDNLQJ� WKH� GLIIHUHQFHV�

HYLGHQW� DQG� HPSKDVLVLQJ� SRVLWLYH� DVSHFWV�� WKHUHE\� QRUPDOLVLQJ� WKHP�� 6KH� VWUXFWXUHV�

DQG�RUGHUV�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�GLIIHUHQFHV�DUH�H[SUHVVHG�DQG�FRPH�WR�WKH�IRUH��EXW�DOVR�

RSHQV� XS� IRU� WKH� SRWHQWLDOLW\� RI� H[SDQGLQJ� WKH� UDQJH� DQG� QDWXUH� RI� RSLQLRQV��

H[SHULHQFHV� DQG�SUDFWLFHV�� LQ� WKH� IOH[LELOLW\� WKDW� OLHV� LQ� WKH�ERXQGDU\�RI� ‘inside’� DQG�

‘VLPLODU’�� DQG� ‘outside’� DQG� ‘GLIIHUHQW’.� :KHQ� Nadia’V� JUDQGPRWKHU� FDPH�� WKLV�

SURYLGHG� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� 0LUDQGD� WR� WDNH� LW� XSRQ� KHU� WR� VKDUH� ZLWK� WKH� RWKHU�

FKLOGUHQ�VRPH�RI�Nadia’s�EDFNJURXQG�DQG�UHVRXUFHV��WKDW�VKH�KDV�D�ODUJH�IDPLO\�DQG�D�

JUDQGPRWKHU�ZKR�FRPHV�WR�YLVLW��DQG�WKDW�VKH�FDQ�VSHDN�DQRWKHU�ODQJXDJH�DV�ZHOO��

�0LUDQGD�PDQDJHV� GLYHUVLW\� QRW� DV� D� SURFHVV� WRZDUGV� UHDFKLQJ� DJUHHPHQW� RU�

FRQVHQVXV��EXW�IRU�FUHDWLQJ�D�‘safe and trusting’�HQYLURQPHQW�FKHULVKLQJ�DQG�LQFOXGLQJ�

GLIIHUHQFHV��0LUDQGD�DFFHQWXDWHV�FXOWXUDO�GLIIHUHQFH��EXW�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�VHHNLQJ�WR�

HVWDEOLVK� VLPLODULW\�� XQGHUOLQLQJ� WKDW� ‘difference’� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� ZH� DOO� KDYH�� ,Q�

WULJJHULQJ� DQG�EULQJLQJ� RXW� WKHVH� VKDUHG�KXPDQ�H[SHULHQFHV�� VKH�XVHV� WKH�SRWHQWLDOV�

LQKHUHQW�LQ�‘samosas�DQG�VWHHO�drums’�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�NLQG�RI�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�D�NLQG�RI�

ZD\� WKDW� FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�ZLWK� UHIHUHQFH� WR�%DXPDQQ�DQG�Gingrich’s� JUDPPDU�RI�

RULHQWDOLVDWLRQ�� 7KLV� ‘othering’� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� FHOHEUDWHV� GLIIHUHQFH� DQG� FHPHQWV� LW��
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SRVVLEO\� LQ� D�KLHUDUFKLFDO�RUGHULQJ�ZKHUH� ‘what� LV� ODFNLQJ� LQ�XV�� LV� �VWLOO�� SUHVHQW� LQ�

them’��%DXPDQQ�	�*LQJULFK������D�������

�

Narrow strategies: making similarity 
$W�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�ZH�VDZ�WKDW�VWDII�PHPEHU�$QQD�DQG�SDUHQW�/H\OD�KDG�

GLIIHUHQW�DSSURDFKHV� WR� ODQJXDJH�SUDFWLFH�DQG� LQFOXVLRQ� LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��ZKHUH�

$QQD� LQ� SDUWLFXODU� KDG� D� QDUURZ� DSSURDFK� WR� GLYHUVLW\�� $� ZHHN� ODWHU�� DW� WKH� VDPH�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� D� IDWKHU� RI�0RURFFDQ� RULJLQ��$PLU�� FRPHV� RYHU� WR�PH�� DQG� VKDUHV� KLV�

H[SHULHQFH�RI�D�VLPLODU�LQFLGHQW���

�

‘It was once, I don’t think that you were here, Ida, but I was here…with 

Christine…and some women that were speaking Pakistani [Urdu] with each 

other. What is the point of that? They sat there [he points at the table], and 

Christine and I were sitting here. I said to them: “Is this a Pakistani 

kindergarten? No, it is Norwegian.” That made them angry, and they went 

upstairs to speak to Yvonne and Nina (Family House employees). And what 

did they say? They said that I was right’.  

�

7KH� ‘Pakistani’�VSHDNLQJ� ZRPDQ� $PLU� UHIHUV� WR� ZDV� /H\OD�� :KHQ� ,� ODWHU� PHQWLRQ�

Amir’s� UHIOHFWLRQV� WR�&KULVWLQH� WR� KHDU� KHU� WDNH� RQ� WKLV�� VKH� WHOOV�PH� WKDW�$PLU� DQG�

.QXW�� D� PDMRULW\�1RUZHJLDQ� IDWKHU�� DOUHDG\� KDG� DSSURDFKHG� KHU� D� IHZ� GD\V� DJR��

VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�VKH�SXW�XS�D�SRVWHU�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DQQRXQFLQJ�WKDW�QR�RWKHU�

ODQJXDJH�WKDQ�1RUZHJLDQ�ZDV�WR�EH�VSRNHQ�WKHUH��&KULVWLQH�VKDUHV�Amir’s�DQG�Knut’s�

FRQFHUQV��EXW�GRHV�QRW�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKHLU�SURSRVHG�VROXWLRQ��6KH�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�EDQ�D�

ODQJXDJH� DW� D� ORZ�WKUHVKROG� LQVWLWXWLRQ�� EHFDXVH� WKLV� PD\� SXVK� SDUHQWV� DZD\� –�

SDUWLFXODUO\�WKRVH�SDUHQWV�VKH�ZLVKHV�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�WKH�PRVW��PLQRULW\�PRWKHUV�ZLWK�

OLPLWHG�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV���

,Q� VHHNLQJ� WR� VWUHDPOLQH� SUDFWLFH�� OLPLWLQJ� DQG� QDUURZLQJ� GRZQ� WKH� UDQJH� RI�

RSWLRQV� DQG� VSDFH� IRU� DFWLRQV�� $QQD�� .QXW� DQG� $PLU� ZLVK� WR� FUHDWH� D� FRPPRQ�

VDPHQHVV�RULHQWHG�SODWIRUP�ZKHUH�‘everyone’�LV�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�RQ�‘equal’�IRRWLQJ��

VSHDNLQJ� WKH� VDPH� ODQJXDJH�� 7KH\� VHHN� WR� VWUHDPOLQH� SUDFWLFH� WKURXJK� WKH� XVH� RI�

QDUURZ�VWUDWHJLHV�RI� LQFOXVLRQ��DQG� IXUWKHU�ZLVK� WR�GR�VR�E\� UHJXODWLRQV� WKDW�DUH�QRW�

RSHQ�IRU�GLVFXVVLRQ��)RU�WKHP��DV�,�VHH�LW��FRQWLQXRXV�GLVFXVVLRQV�DERXW�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�
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IRU�GLIIHUHQFH�HQWDLO� WKH� ULVN�RI�FRQIOLFW�RU�GLOXWLRQ�RI� WKH sense of community��7KH\�

ZDQW� WKH�ERXQGDULHV� IRU�GLIIHUHQFH� WR�EH�FOHDU� WR�DOO�� VR� WKDW� WKHUH�FDQ�EH�DJUHHPHQW�

DQG�QRWKLQJ�OHIW�WR�GLVFXVV��,Q�WKLV��DQG�VLPLODU�WR�ZKDW�,�IRXQG�DOVR�DW�WKH�3&+6��WKH\�

DUH� FDOOLQJ� IRU� D� VKDUSHU� GLYLVLRQ� EHWZHHQ� VWDII� DQG� SDUHQWV�� ZKHUH� VWDII� PHPEHUV�

EHFRPH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�GUDZLQJ�WKHVH�FOHDU�ERXQGDULHV���

&KULVWLQH�LV�PRUH�DPELYDOHQW�WKDQ�WKHVH�SDUHQWV�DQG�0LUDQGD�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�

WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI� ODQJXDJH�DQG�RWKHU�GLIIHUHQFHV��DQG�LV� WKH�RQH�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�

ZKR� PRVW� FOHDUO\� IHHOV� GUDZQ� EHWZHHQ� QDUURZ� DQG� EURDG� VWUDWHJLHV� RI� EHORQJLQJ��

,QWHUHVWLQJO\��&KULVWLQH�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�LW�LV�2.�IRU�WKH�WZR�(ULWUHDQ�ZRPHQ�ZKR�FRPH�

UHJXODUO\� WR� VSHDN� WKHLU� PRWKHU� WRQJXH� DW� WKH� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKLV� WR� EH�

EHFDXVH�LW�LV�PRUH�OHJLWLPDWH�IRU�D�PLQRULW\�ODQJXDJH�WR�EH�VSRNHQ�LI�WKHUH�DUH�IHZHU�

SHRSOH� VSHDNLQJ� LW�� LW� LV�QRW� WRR�GRPLQDQW� LQ� WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ� DQG�EHFDXVH� WKH�

VSHDNHUV� GR� QRW� RIWHQ� PHHW� RWKHU� SHRSOH� VSHDNLQJ� WKH� VDPH� ODQJXDJH�� $OVR�� WKH�

(ULWUHDQV�DUH�PRUH�GLVFUHHW�WKDQ�WKH�3DNLVWDQLV��DV�WKH\�VZLWFK�ODQJXDJH�ZKHQ�RWKHUV�

VLW� GRZQ� ZLWK� WKHP�� )XUWKHU�� VRPH� NLQGV� RI� GLIIHUHQFHV�� RU� FRPELQDWLRQV� RI�

GLIIHUHQFHV�� DUH� GHHPHG� PRUH� DFFHSWDEOH� WKDQ� RWKHUV�� DQG� WKXV� GR� QRW� KDYH� WR� EH�

PDQDJHG� DV� LQWHQVHO\�� 3DUHQWV� DUH� LQ� D� VHQVH� UHZDUGHG� IRU� DGKHULQJ� WR� WKH� HWKRV� RI�

PL[LQJ��LQ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�JLYHQ�PRUH�VSDFH�WR�EH�GLIIHUHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�HWKRV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�

DUHQD��DV�LV�WKH�FDVH�KHUH��$OVR��WKHLU�FHQWULQJ�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�LQ�IDPLOLDO�WLHV�RXWVLGH�RI�

WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LV�PRUH�DFFHSWHG�E\�SURIHVVLRQDOV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�PD\�really�

ILQG�WKHVH�WLHV�WRR�FORVH�NQLW��

,Q� WKLV� EULHI� VHFWLRQ�� ,� KDYH� FRQWLQXHG�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� WKH� LQLWLDO� FDVH�� DQG�

IXUWKHU�LOOXVWUDWHG�QDUURZ�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�EHORQJLQJ��$QRWKHU�SRLQW�,�VRXJKW�WR�KLJKOLJKW�

KHUH�LV�WKDW�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�EHWZHHQ�QDUURZ�DQG�EURDG�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�EHORQJLQJ�DUH�QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\� FOHDU�FXW�� 5DWKHU�� SHRSOH� OLNH� &KULVWLQH� PD\� H[SHULHQFH� DPELYDOHQFH� LQ�

PDQDJLQJ�GLYHUVH�ODQJXDJHV��ZD\V�RI�EHLQJ�DQG�ZD\V�RI�GRLQJ��%HORZ�� ,� LQYHVWLJDWH�

WKH� EURDG� DSSURDFK� RI� ,QJULG�� DQ� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ� PRWKHU�� 6KH� UHIOHFWV� RQ� WKH�

SRWHQWLDOV�IRU�DQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WR�EH�D�GHPRFUDWLF�DUHQD��EXW�LV�DOVR�DPELYDOHQW�DV�

WR�ZKDW�WKLV�PD\�DFWXDOO\�HQWDLO�LQ�SUDFWLFH���

�

Conflict and consensus  
�

$W�OXQFKWLPH��ZKHQ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�OHIW�WKH�WDEOH�WR�SOD\�ZLWK�$PLU�DQG�KLV�
GDXJKWHU��+LOGH�DQG�,QJULG�WHOO�PH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�
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‘common practice’� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ‘People are different, but we still 
have to find a common point of departure.’ ,QJULG�FDOOV�IRU�‘consensus-based 
rules founded on democratic principles’��HVWDEOLVKHG�WKURXJK�RSHQ�GLVFXVVLRQV�
DPRQJ� SDUHQWV�� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ� D� ‘majority decision’�� ,� DVN� WKHP� ZKDW� NLQG� RI�
LVVXHV� RU� SUDFWLFHV� WKH\� ZDQW� WR� EH� FRQVHQVXV�EDVHG�� ZKHUHE\� ,QJULG� ODXJKV�
DQG�VD\V��‘It sounds silly, but…language, using pacifiers, the way that adults 
interact with their children, table manners…some children leave the table 
before others have finished eating…and the contents of the lunch box.’�

,QJULG�VD\V�WKDW�VKH�KDV�FRPH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�
WKURXJK� UHJXODUO\� DWWHQGLQJ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ‘…which was quite an eye-
opener, because it (diversity) is not like I have read about in the newspaper’.�
%HIRUH� VKH� EHJDQ� FRPLQJ� WR� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ,QJULG� WKRXJKW� WKDW�
PLQRULW\�SDUHQWV�ZKR�VWD\HG�DW�KRPH�ZHUH�XQHGXFDWHG�DQG�QRW�LQWHJUDWHG��EXW�
QRZ�VKH�UHDOLVHV�WKDW�‘it is not the case that they have less experience, they just 
have other kinds of experiences’.��

�

'HVSLWH�Ingrid’s�HPEDUUDVVPHQW�DERXW�WDNLQJ�XS�VHHPLQJO\�PXQGDQH�SDUHQWLQJ�LVVXHV��

WKHVH�LVVXHV��FHQWUDO�WR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�SDUHQWLQJ��OLH�DW�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�FRQWHVWDWLRQV�RI�

ERXQGDULHV� IRU� LQFOXVLRQ� DQG� H[FOXVLRQ� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� DQG� DUH� WKXV� DQ\WKLQJ�

EXW�PXQGDQH��:KHQ� ,QJULG� HPSKDVLVHV� WKDW� VKH� KDV� OHDUQW�PXFK� DERXW� ‘foreigners’�

IURP�KHU� WLPH� LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ,�XQGHUVWDQG�KHU�DV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�VKH�DFFHSWV�DQG�

HQMR\V� WKHVH� GLIIHUHQFHV� EHFDXVH� WKH\� EURDGHQ� KHU� RZQ� KRUL]RQV�� :KLOH� VKH�

SUHYLRXVO\� FDWHJRULVHG� VWD\�DW�KRPH� PLQRULW\� SDUHQWV� DV� XQHGXFDWHG� DQG� QRW�

LQWHJUDWHG�� VKH� KDV� QRZ� EURDGHQHG� KHU� SHUVSHFWLYH� WR� DSSUHFLDWH�� DV� ,� VHH� LW�� WKHLU�

DFWLYH� DQG� FRQVFLRXV� FKRLFH� RI� EHLQJ� DW� KRPH� ZLWK� FKLOGUHQ�� DQG� IXUWKHU� WKH� RWKHU�

ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�VRFLHW\�WKURXJK�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�

SDUHQWKRRG�LV�GRQH��EH\RQG�WKH�QDUURZ�LGHDO�RI�JRRG�FLWL]HQV�DV�WD[�SD\LQJ�FLWL]HQV���

$OVR��VKH�DSSUHFLDWHV�WKDW�GLVDJUHHPHQWV�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DUH�QRW�KLGGHQ��

EXW�GHDOW�ZLWK�RSHQO\��ZKLFK�VKH�FRQWUDVWV�WR�KHU�RZQ�ZRUNSODFH��3XW�WRJHWKHU��WKHVH�

H[SHULHQFHV� KDYH� KHOSHG� KHU� WR� VHH� GLYHUVLW\� ZKHUH� VKH� XVHG� WR� VHH� GLIIHUHQFH��

FRPPRQDOLWLHV�ZKHUH�VKH�XVHG�WR�VHH�GLYHUJHQFHV��6KH�IHHOV�FORVHU�WR�FR�SDUHQWV�KHUH�

WKDQ�WR�KHU�ZRUN�FROOHDJXHV�SUHFLVHO\�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��<HW��VKH�VHHV�WKH�QHHG�IRU�VRPH�

VRUW�RI�VWUHDPOLQLQJ�RI�SUDFWLFH��EXW�WKURXJK�D�GHPRFUDWLF�SURFHVV�ZKHUH�DOO�FDQ�YRLFH�

WKHLU�RSLQLRQV��VR�WKDW�DJUHHPHQW�FDQ�EH�QHJRWLDWHG�DQG�UHDFKHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKHVH��

Consensus�DQG�democratic principles�UHTXLUH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�IURP�SDUHQWV��DQG�LW�LV�WKLV�

EURDG�PDQDJHPHQW�SURFHVV� WKDW� ,� LQWHUSUHW� ,QJULG�DV�EHLQJ�RFFXSLHG�ZLWK�� ,� IHHO� WKDW�

VKH�KDV� D�EURDG�DQG�RSHQ�DSSURDFK��EXW�RQH� WKDW� LV� IRFXVHG�RQ� UHDFKLQJ�FRQVHQVXV�

EDVHG�DJUHHPHQW���
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,Q�ZDQWLQJ�D�SRVWHU�DERXW�XVLQJ�1RUZHJLDQ� ODQJXDJH� WR�EH�SXW�XS��.QXW�DQG�

$PLU�DUH� OHVV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�SURFHVV� WKDQ� WKH�HQG�UHVXOW��)RU� WKHP��DV� ,�XQGHUVWDQG�

WKHP��D�SRVWHU�ZRXOG�VHUYH�SUHFLVHO\� WR�HOLPLQDWH�GLVFXVVLRQV��,�VHH� Ingrid’s� WDNH�RQ�

WKLV� SURFHVV� DV� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� ZLWK� Iversen’s� uenighetsfellesskap� �FRPPXQLW\� RI�

GLVDJUHHPHQW�� ZKHUH� ‘a� JURXS� RI� SHRSOH� ZLWK� GLIIHUHQW� RSLQLRQV� HQWHUV� D� FRPPRQ�

SURFHVV�OHDGLQJ�WRZDUGV�D�decision’,�DQ�DSSURDFK�WKDW�LV�EDVHG�XSRQ�DQ�LGHD�RI�SHRSOH�

DV� FDSDFLWDWHG� �handlende�� DQG� FDSDEOH� RI� KDYLQJ� GLYHUJLQJ� RSLQLRQV� ���������� ����

P\� WUDQVODWLRQ��� ,Q� WKLV� VHQVH� ,QJULG� WRR�� OLNH� $PLU� DQG� .QXW�� LV� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK�

UHDFKLQJ� DQ� DLP� DQG� DQ� HQG� UHVXOW�� 7KH� RSHQ� SURFHVV� DQG� GLVFXVVLRQ� WKXV�PXVW� EH�

QDUURZHG�GRZQ�DQG�VRPH�VRUW�RI�FRQFOXVLRQ�PXVW�EH�UHDFKHG��EXW�RQH�WKDW�DOORZV�IRU�

PRUH� GLIIHUHQFH� DQG� FRQWLQXRXV� GLDORJXH� WKDQ� ZKDW� $PLU� DQG� .QXW� VHHN�� 7KHUH�

FHUWDLQO\� DUH� GLVDJUHHPHQWV� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� EXW� SDUHQWV� OLNH� ,QJULG� VHHN� WR�

PDQDJH� WKHVH�E\� LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQG�PDQDJLQJ�VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV��EHIRUH� WKHVH�

HVFDODWH�LQWR�FRQIOLFWV��,I�WKH�IUDPHV�IRU�GLVDJUHHPHQW�DUH�DJUHHG�XSRQ��D�IXQFWLRQLQJ�

FRPPXQLW\�RI�GLVDJUHHPHQW�LV�HDVLHU�WR�HVWDEOLVK��DUJXHV�,YHUVHQ���������,PSRUWDQWO\��

WKHVH� IUDPHV� DUH� QRW� JLYHQ�� QRU� DUH� WKH\� IL[HG� RQFH� DQG� IRU� DOO� ZKHQ� WKH\� DUH�

HVWDEOLVKHG��,W�LV�WKHVH�IUDPHV�WKDW�,QJULG�KHUH�LV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�HVWDEOLVKLQJ���

'LVDJUHHPHQWV�� RU� VWUXJJOHV� RI� DQG� ZLWKLQ� EXQGOHV� RI� SUDFWLFHV�� PD\� LQ�

WKHPVHOYHV� FRQWULEXWH� WRZDUGV� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� DQG� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� D� VHQVH� RI�

FRPPXQLW\�–�HYHQ�LI�WKLV�FRPPXQLW\�LV�RQH�RI�GLVDJUHHPHQW�RU�FRQIOLFWXDO�FRQVHQVXV�

ZKHUH�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�PXVW�FRQWLQXRXVO\�EH�PDQDJHG��7KH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�IUDPHV�

IRU�GLYHUVLW\�GHILQHG�DQG�QHJRWLDWHG�EURDGO\�RU�QDUURZO\��LV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�FRQVWLWXWLQJ�

FRPPXQLW\� LQ� LWVHOI�� ,QFOXGHG� LQ� WKHVH� GLVDJUHHPHQWV� LV� WKH� GLOHPPD� RI� ILQGLQJ� WKH�

EDODQFH� ZKHUH� PXFK� GLIIHUHQFH� LV� DOORZHG� IRU� DQG� LQFOXGHG� DV� GLYHUVLW\�� ZLWKRXW�

PDNLQJ� WKLV� ERXQGDU\� VR� HODVWLF� DQG� EURDG� VR� WKDW� LW� ZRUNV� WR� SXVK� SHRSOH� DZD\��

,QGHHG�� DV� 0RXIIH� UHPLQGV� XV�� ‘[m]odern� democracy’s� VSHFLILFLW\� OLHV� LQ� WKH�

UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG� OHJLWLPDWLRQ�RI�FRQIOLFW�DQG� WKH� UHIXVDO� WR�VXSUHVV� LW�E\� LPSRVLQJ�DQ�

DXWKRULWDULDQ�order’� ������������%HIRUH� GLVFXVVLQJ� WKLV� IXUWKHU�� OHW�PH� ILUVW� FRQVLGHU�

WKH� LPSDFW� RI� VRFLRHFRQRPLF� SRVLWLRQV� LQ� WKH� PDQDJHPHQW� RI� LQWHUVHFWLRQV� RI�

GLIIHUHQFH�DQG�GLYHUVLW\��EHFDXVH��DV�,�KDYH�DOUHDG\�LQGLFDWHG��PDQ\�RI�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�

WKH�ERURXJK�FRPH�IURP��FRPSDUDWLYHO\��ORZ�LQFRPH�IDPLOLHV��

�
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Dilemmas of engagements  
'XULQJ�P\� ILHOGZRUN�� DQG� SULRU� WR� LW�� WKHUH�ZDV� D� JHQHUDO� FRQFHUQ� DPRQJ� VWDII� DQG�

VRPH�SDUHQWV�DW�WKH�+LOOVLGH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DERXW�D�JURXS�RI�IRXU�RU�ILYH�3DNLVWDQL�

PRWKHUV��DPRQJ�WKHP�/H\OD��DQG�ZKDW�D�QXPEHU�RI�VWDII�DQG�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�XQGHUVWRRG�

DV� WKHLU� ‘lack of parenting involvement’� �mangel på tilstedeværelse hos barna��� QRW�

VRFLDOLVLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQWHQVHO\�‘enough’.�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�GR�QRW�VHH�

LW� DV�SUREOHPDWLF� WKDW� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�SOD\�E\� WKHPVHOYHV�RU� VLW�RQ� WKHLU�SDUHQWs’� ODSV��

7KLV�LV�VLPLODU�WR�-D\VDQH�Darr’s�ILQGLQJV�LQ�KHU�VWXG\�RI�6XGDQHVH�UHIXJHH�SDUHQWV�LQ�

WKH�86$�ZKR�GR�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�FRQVWDQWO\�VXSHUYLVH�

WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� VHPL�SXEOLF� VSDFHV� ����������� VHH� DOVR� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� -DYHULD� LQ�

&KDSWHU����� ,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH\�H[SHFW�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�WR�LQWHUYHQH�RU�HYHQ�GLVFLSOLQH�LI�

QHFHVVDU\��LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�D�PRUH�FROOHFWLYH�DQG�VKDUHG�SDUHQWLQJ�VW\OH��7KLV�LV�VLPLODU�WR�

D�SRLQW�+LOGH�PDNHV�EHORZ��DERXW� ‘taking each other’s children’.�6WLOO��ZKLOH� ,QJULG�

ZDQWV�WR�GLVFXVV�DQG�UHDFK�DQ�DJUHHPHQW�DERXW�WKLV��WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV��

LQ� P\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� GR� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� VHH� WKLV� DV� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� QHHGV� WR� EH�

GLVFXVVHG��EXW�WDNHV�WKH�staff’s�LQYROYHPHQW�IRU�JUDQWHG��7KLV�PD\�EH�VR�EHFDXVH�WKH\�

PD\� QRW� FOHDUO\� GLVWLQJXLVK� EHWZHHQ� WKH� GLIIHUHQW� FDUH� ZRUNHUV�� SDLG� RU� XQSDLG�� RU�

EHFDXVH�WKH\�H[SHFW�VWDII�WR�LQWHUYHQH�–�DIWHU�DOO��VWDII�DUH�SDLG�WR�EH�WKHUH���

)XUWKHUPRUH�� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV�� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� XVH� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKHLU�KRPH��DQG�DV�D�‘IUHH�space’�DZD\�IURP�LW��7KLV�LV��

LQ� P\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� SDUWLFXODU� WR� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� DV� WKH\�� PRUH� RIWHQ� WKDQ�

RWKHU�‘groups’,�OLYH�LQ�H[WHQGHG�KRXVHKROGV�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR�

SHUIRUP�WDVNV��VXFK�DV�FRRNLQJ�DQG�FOHDQLQJ��FDULQJ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��VKRSSLQJ�� IHWFKLQJ�

RU� DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�ROGHU� RU� \RXQJHU� UHODWLYHV� IURP�RU� WR� WKH�GRFWRU�� SKDUPDF\�RU� WKH�

VKRSV�� IRU� SHRSOH� LQ� WKH� KRPH� DV� ZHOO� DV� IRU� UHODWLYHV� OLYLQJ� QHDUE\�� $OVR�� DV�

SUHYLRXVO\� QRWHG�� WKH\� WHQG� WR� OLYH� LQ� FURZGHG� KRXVLQJ�� 7RJHWKHU�� WKHVH� IDFWRUV�

FRQWULEXWH� WRZDUGV� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� ‘needing a place to be’� ZKLFK�

GLIIHUV�IURP�PLGGOH�FODVV�PRWKHUV��DV�PDQ\�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�PRWKHUV�DUH��ZKR�WHQG�

WR�XVH�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRQVLGHU�LW�WR�EH�JRRG�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�

RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��UHI�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�PRGHOV�RI�sheltered space�DQG�tidy trajectory�LQ�

&KDSWHU������

)RU�&KULVWLQH�LW�LV�QRW�HQRXJK�WKDW�SDUHQWV�DUH�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��

3DUHQWV� DUH� DOVR� H[SHFWHG� WR� HQJDJH� DFWLYHO\� LQ� SOD\LQJ� DW� OHDVW� ZLWK� WKHLU� RZQ�

FKLOGUHQ�� SUHIHUDEO\� ZLWK� RWKHUV’� WRR��:KLOH� parents’� EXLOGLQJ� VRFLDO� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK�
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HDFK� RWKHU� LV� HQFRXUDJHG�� VWDII�PHPEHUV� DUH� DGDPDQW� WKDW� WKLV� VKRXOG� QRW� EH� DW� WKH�

H[SHQVH�RI�LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��&KULVWLQH�LV�QRW�DW�DOO�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�‘the 

Pakistani gang’�FRPH�KHUH�‘to spend time with their children or whether they are her 

because they need a place to be…It is not OK! Then they can meet at each other’s 

houses! We are here to spend time with the children, and meet each other, they are 

not. I’ve given up…’�7KH�SUREOHP� IRU�&KULVWLQH� LV� WKDW� the Pakistani gang� GRHV�QRW�

DGKHUH� WR� WKH� ‘ethos� RI� mixing’,� ZKLFK� EHFRPHV� PRUH� SUHVVLQJ� DQG� YLVLEOH� ZKHQ�

FRPELQHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�GLIIHUHQW�SDUHQWLQJ�VW\OH��ZKLFK�VKH�VHHV�DV�D�ODFN�RI�LQYROYHPHQW�

ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��)XUWKHU��WKH\�DUH�VHHQ�E\�HPSOR\HHV��DQG��DOEHLW�WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW��

E\� HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ� SDUHQWV�� WR� UHPDLQ� DW� KRPH�ZLWK� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� IRU� ‘too long’��

WKXV� LVRODWLQJ�ERWK� WKHPVHOYHV�DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� IURP�QHWZRUNV� WKDW�H[WHQG�EH\RQG�

WKH�IDPLO\�RU�ORFDO�HQYLURQPHQW��&KULVWLQH��IRU�LQVWDQFH��ORRNV�DW�RQH�PRWKHU�DQG�VD\V��

‘She has been coming here since the beginning, but here she sits…I wonder…how far 

have we really come?��� but also what do we know of the alternative, what it would 

have been like had they stayed at home she and the four kids, probably worse…’� 

,� KDSSHQ� WR�NQRZ� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� VRPH� FRQFHUQV� DERXW� WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�PRWKHU��

ZKR� VXIIHUV� IURP�PLOG� GHSUHVVLRQ��+RZHYHU�� JHWWLQJ� WR� NQRZ� KHU� RYHU� WKH� \HDUV�� ,�

KDYH�UHDOLVHG�WKDW�VKH�KDV�D�ODUJH�IDPLO\�QHWZRUN��DV�ZHOO�DV�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�KXVEDQG�

ZKR�ZRUNV�ORQJ�EXW�UHODWLYHO\�IOH[LEOH�KRXUV�DQG�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�DVVLVW�ZLWK�IHWFKLQJ�

DQG� EULQJLQJ� KHU� DQG� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� WR� DQG� IURP� YDULRXV� SODFHV�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� KHU� DV�

EHLQJ�TXLWH�FDSDEOH�RI�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��&KULVWLQH��D�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDW��

LV� WKH� HPSOR\HH� WKURXJK� ZKLFK� WKH� VWDWH� FRPHV� LQWR� FRQWDFW� ZLWK� WKLV� IDPLO\�� 6KH�

NQRZV� WKLV� DQG� WDNHV� RQ� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� HQJDJLQJ� PRUH� ZLWK� WKLV� woman’s�

FKLOGUHQ�WKDQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ��EHLQJ�H[SOLFLW�DQG�RYHUW� LQ�KHU�DFWLRQV��VR�WKDW� WKH�

PRWKHU�FDQ�VHH�DQG��&KULVWLQH�KRSHV��VKLIW�KHU�RZQ�HQJDJHPHQWV�ZLWK�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�

PDWFK� WKRVH�RI�&KULVWLQH��&KULVWLQH� WKXV� WDNHV�RQ� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�PRXOGLQJ� WKH�

FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKHLU�PRWKHU�LQWR�‘JRRG�FLWL]HQV’.��

&KULVWLQH�VHHV�WKLV�PRWKHU��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�Pakistani gang��DV�KDYLQJ�

D�SUREOHPDWLF�NLQG�RI�VRFLDO�LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��D�SDUHQWLQJ�VW\OH�WKDW�WKH�

VWDII�GRHV�QRW�FRQVLGHU�WR�EH intensive�HQRXJK��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��&KULVWLQH�VD\V�WKDW�DW�

OHDVW� VKH� NQRZV� WKDW� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� EHLQJ� ORRNHG� DIWHU�ZKLOH� WKH\� DUH� LQ� WKH� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� DQG� WKXV� DOVR� UHVWUDLQV� KHU� RZQ� LQYROYHPHQW�� 6KH� KDV� LGHQWLILHG� D�

GLOHPPD�DQG�DVNV��VHH�DOVR�&KDSWHU�����[H]ow deep can one really go into their lives?�

Christine’s� TXHVWLRQ� FKDUDFWHULVHV� KHU� GLOHPPD� RI� ZDQWLQJ� WR� VXSSRUW� DQG� RSHQ� XS�
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VSHFLILF� ILHOGV� RI� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG� RI� QRW� ZDQWLQJ� WR� PRYH� WRR� IDU� LQWR� peoples’�

SULYDWH�OLYHV�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�QRW�LQ�KHU�PDQGDWH�WR�GR�VR��VKH�LV�DIUDLG�RI�SXVKLQJ�SHRSOH�

DZD\�DQG�SUHYHQWLQJ� WKHP�IURP� OLYLQJ�DXWRQRPRXV� OLYHV��7KH�GXDOLW\� WKDW�&KULVWLQH�

DQG� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� H[SHULHQFH� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� DV� PDQLIHVWHG� LQ� WKH� YHU\� VWUXFWXUH� RI�

)DPLO\�+RXVHV��+HUH��RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�DUH�D�ORZ�WKUHVKROG�RIIHU�ZLWK�D�VRPHZKDW�

OLPLWHG� UDQJH� RI� LQWUXVLRQ�� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� VLQFH� WKH� FR�ORFDWHG� VHUYLFHV� FRYHU� D�

UDQJH�RI�IDPLO\�W\SHV�DQG�QHHGV��WLJKWHU�DQG�PRUH�H[WHQVLYH�FRQWURO�RI�IDPLOLHV�LV�DOVR�

IDFLOLWDWHG���

7KH�IDFW�WKDW�VWDII�RIWHQ�OLYH�RU�KDYH�OLYHG�LQ�$OQD��DQG�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�KDYH�

JURZQ�XS�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�RU�LQ�VLPLODU�DUHDV�RI�WKH�9DOOH\�PD\�KHLJKWHQ�WKHLU�VHQVH�RI�

RZQHUVKLS� WR� WKH� NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� DQG� WKXV� LQFUHDVH� WKHLU� IHHOLQJ� RI� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU�

LQWHUYHQLQJ� DOVR� EH\RQG� WKHLU� DFWXDO� PDQGDWHV�� ,W� LV� QRW� RQO\� WKDW� WKH\� EHFRPH�

LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� OLIH�RI� D�SDUHQW�–�EXW� WKLV�SDUHQW�PLJKW�DOVR�EH� WKHLU�QHLJKERXU��DQG�

WKXV� VRPHRQH� WKH\� HQJDJH� ZLWK� DOVR� RXWVLGH� RI� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� DQG� WKH�

SDUHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO� GLPHQVLRQ�� ,QWHUYHQLQJ� LV� QRW� VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�� DQG� PDQ\�

SURIHVVLRQDOV� VWUXJJOH� WR� ILQG� D� EDODQFH� EHWZHHQ� DVVLVWLQJ� SDUHQWV� DQG� OHWWLQJ� LW� EH�

�HYHQ� LI� WKH\� ZLVK� WR��� IHDULQJ� WKDW� LQWHUYHQWLRQ� ZLOO� SXVK� SDUHQWV� DZD\�� 7KURXJK�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DQG�SDUHQWDO�FRXUVHV��VRPH�RI�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�KDYH�

EHHQ� JLYHQ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� HQWHU� WKH� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�PDUNHW� LQ� RWKHU� FKLOGFDUH�

LQVWLWXWLRQV�� RU� KDYH�EHHQ� UHFUXLWHG� WR� ODQJXDJH� FRXUVHV�� IXUWKHU� H[SDQGLQJ� WKHLU� MRE�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV��&KULVWLQH�VD\V�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�‘official policy’�DERXW�JHWWLQJ�ZRPHQ�LQWR�

IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� ‘but if someone is motivated, of course we do what we can to 

assist them’�� DGGLQJ� WKDW� VKH� LV� IUXVWUDWHG� EHFDXVH� PDQ\� PLJUDQW� PRWKHUV� ZKR� DUH�

PRWLYDWHG�WR�ZRUN�KDYH�WR�VWUXJJOH�WR�HQWHU�WKH�MRE�PDUNHW���

%H\RQG� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� VRPH� ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LPPLJUDQW� PRWKHUV�

DUH� HQFRXUDJHG� IXUWKHU� ‘outwards’� WRZDUGV� HPSOR\PHQW�� ,QWHUYHQWLRQ� WKXV� LV� DOVR� D�

UHVRXUFH�IRU�PRWKHUV��EURDGHQLQJ� WKHLU� UDQJH�RI�SRVVLELOLWLHV��$V�ZH�UHPHPEHU� IURP�

&KDSWHU� ��� <DOGD� JRW� KHU� ILUVW� MRE� WKURXJK� KHU� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ��

%RURXJK� HPSOR\HHV� KDYH� YDULRXV� PRWLYDWLRQV� IRU� DVVLVWLQJ� PRWKHUV� LQ� ILQGLQJ�

HPSOR\PHQW��EXW�ZKDW�WKH\�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�LV�WKDW�WKH\�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�

WR� SURYLGH� DVVLVWDQFH�� 0LQRULW\� SURIHVVLRQDOV�� VXFK� DV� 0LUDQGD� DQG� D� UDQJH� RI�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DVVLVWDQWV�‘see’�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�ZHUH�DV�\RXQJ�PRWKHUV��ZKLFK�

WULJJHUV� LQ� WKHP� D� IHHOLQJ� RI� REOLJDWLRQ� WR� EH� RI� DVVLVWDQFH� DQG� WR� VKDUH� RI� WKHLU�

H[SHULHQFHV�DV�UROH�PRGHOV�� ,�VDZ�PDQ\�H[DPSOHV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DVVLVWLQJ�PRWKHUV�
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LQ� HQWHULQJ� WKH� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� IRU� H[DPSOH� E\� KHOSLQJ� WKHP� WR� ZULWH� D� &9��

VHWWLQJ�XS�H�PDLO�DGGUHVVHV�DQG�SURRI�UHDGLQJ�MRE�DSSOLFDWLRQV��

�

Generating kin and capital 
3LHUUH� %RXUGLHX� VDZ� VRFLDO� FDSLWDO� DV� D� UHVRXUFH� IRU� JDLQLQJ� DFFHVV� WR� RWKHU�

UHVRXUFHV�� VXFK� DV� FXOWXUDO� FDSLWDO� DQG� HFRQRPLF� UHVRXUFHV�� DV� ‘an� DJJUHJDWH� RI� WKH�

DFWXDO�RU�SRWHQWLDO� UHVRXUFHV�ZKLFK�DUH� OLQNHG� WR�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�D�GXUDEOH�QHWZRUN�RI�

PRUH� RU� OHVV� LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG� UHODWLRQVKLSV� RI� PXWXDO� DFTXDLQWDQFH� RU� UHFRJQition’�

����������� FLWHG� LQ� 3RUWHV�� ���������$V� 3RUWHV� XQGHUOLQHV�� WKH� UHVRXUFHV� WKHPVHOYHV�

DUH�QRW�FDSLWDO��LW�LV�WKH�individual’s�DELOLW\�WR�GUDZ�XSRQ�WKHVH�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�PRELOLVH�

WKHP� WKDW� FRQVWLWXWHV� WKH� DFWXDO� FDSLWDO� ����������� 5REHUW� 3XWQDP� ������� GUDZV� D�

GLVWLQFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� WZR� NLQGV� RI� VRFLDO� FDSLWDO�� ERQGLQJ� DQG� EULGJLQJ�� :KHUHDV�

ERQGLQJ� VRFLDO� FDSLWDO� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� DV� JRRG� IRU� PRELOLVLQJ� VSHFLILF� UHFLSURFLW\� DQG�

VROLGDULW\�DQG�IRU�‘getting�by’,�EULGJLQJ�QHWZRUNV�DUH�VHHQ�DV�VXLWDEOH�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

GLIIXVLRQ� DQG� OLQNDJH� WR� H[WHUQDO� DVVHWV� –� RU� IRU� ‘getting� ahead’� �GH� 6RX]D� %ULJJV��

�����LQ�3XWQDP�������������

$V�UHJDUG�WR�HWKQLF�GLYHUVLW\��3XWQDP�DUJXHV�WKDW��LQ�WKH�VKRUW�WR�PHGLXP�UXQ��

LPPLJUDWLRQ� DQG� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\� LQKLELW� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� VRFLDO� FDSLWDO� DQG�

FKDOOHQJH�VRFLDO�VROLGDULW\�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�ZLWKGUDZ�IURP�VRFLDO�OLIH��,Q�WKH�PHGLXP�WR�

ORQJ� UXQ�� KRZHYHU�� ‘successful� LPPLJUDQW� VRFLHWLHV� FUHDWH� QHZ� IRUPV� RI� VRFLDO�

VROLGDULW\� DQG� GDPSHQ� WKH� QHJDWLYH� HIIHFWV� RI� GLYHUVLW\� E\� FRQVWUXFWLQJ� QHZ�� PRUH�

HQFRPSDVVLQJ�identities’��3XWQDP���������������:H�QHHG�WR�EHDU�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�3XWQDP�

ZULWHV�PDLQO\�IURP�WKH�86$��DQG�LW�ZRXOG�EH�LQFRUUHFW�WR�FRPSDUH�KLV�ZRUN�GLUHFWO\�

ZLWK�P\�H[SHULHQFHV�IURP�D�VPDOO�ERURXJK�LQ�D�6FDQGLQDYLDQ�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH��/LNHZLVH��

KH�XVHV�GDWD�IURP�ODUJH�VFDOH�VWDWLVWLFDO�VXUYH\V��YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�P\�RZQ�GDWD��,Q�

IDFW��KH�DGPLWV�WKDW�ODUJH�VFDOH�VWDWLVWLFDO�VXUYH\V�PDNH�LW�GLIILFXOW�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�LVVXH�

HPSLULFDOO\� DW� WKH� QHLJKERXUKRRG� OHYHO� �3XWQDP�� ����������� ,QGHHG�� RWKHU� VWXGLHV�

VKRZ� WKDW� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\� DQG� VRFLDO� VROLGDULW\� LV� QRW� RQO\�

ZHDN�� EXW� VXEMHFW� WR� YDULRXV� LQGLYLGXDO� DQG� FRQWH[WXDO� LQGLFDWRUV� �IRU� D� UHYLHZ�� VHH�

3RUWHV�	�9LFNVWURP���������

&HUWDLQO\�� DV� H[SORUHG� LQ� &KDSWHUV� �� DQG� ��� WKHUH� DUH� SDUWLFXODU� HOHPHQWV� RI�

GLYHUVLW\�� QRWDEO\� OLQJXLVWLF� GLYHUVLW\� EXW� DOVR� ZKDW� LV� FRQVLGHUHG� ‘culture’� WKDW� LV�

VRPHWLPHV�DQG�E\�VRPH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�$OQD�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�SUREOHPDWLF��RIWHQ�WULJJHULQJ�
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PRYHPHQWV� RXW� RI� WKH� ERURXJK�� +RZHYHU�� IURP� REVHUYLQJ� LQWHUDFWLRQV� LQ� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� ,� ILQG� WKDW� WKH� HIIHFWV� WKDW� GLYHUVLW\� KDV� RQ� VRFLDO� VROLGDULW\� DQG�

UHFLSURFLW\� DUH� GHSHQGHQW� RQ� residents’� DWWLWXGHV� WRZDUGV� GLYHUVLW\� DQG� PRGHV� RI�

LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��$JDLQ��EHORQJLQJ�DQG�LQFOXVLRQ�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�

DV� VLPSO\� GHYHORSLQJ� RYHU� WLPH�� EXW� GRLQJ� VR� WKURXJK� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� ,Q� HWKQLFDOO\�

GLYHUVH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� VRFLDO� VROLGDULW\� PD\� EH� HVWDEOLVKHG� DQG� GHYHORSHG�� EXW�

WKLV�VROLGDULW\�DQG�FROOHFWLYLW\�DUH�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�IRXQGHG�XSRQ�HWKQLF�VLPLODULWLHV�RU�

‘LQ�VSLWH�of’�GLIIHUHQFHV��EXW�UDWKHU�RQ�RWKHU�VRFLDO�PDUNHUV�RI�VLPLODULW\��)RU�LQVWDQFH��

parents’� ODFN� RI� ILQDQFLDO� DQG� VRFLDO� UHVRXUFHV� WULJJHUV� D� VSHFLILF� NLQG� RI� VRFLDO�

VROLGDULW\� DPRQJ� SDUHQWV� DQG� EHWZHHQ� SDUHQWV� DQG� VWDII�� &HUWDLQO\�� DELOLWLHV� DQG�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�GHYHORS�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV�DQG�FDSLWDO�KDYH�D�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�WDLQW��

&KULVWLQH� WHOOV�PH� WKDW� 3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV�� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� DUH� ‘always bargain 

hunting...you see them running around from sale to sale – they must be living on the 

margins’��2U��DV�%ULGJHW�VD\V��‘Here, many of the children grow up under the same 

conditions as my children did – back in the 1970s’��UHIHUULQJ�WR�FKLOGUHQ�XVLQJ�ZRUQ�

RXW�S\MDPD�ERWWRPV�DV�ORQJ�MRKQV�LQ�ZLQWHUWLPH��DQG�QRW�ZHDULQJ�XQGHUZHDU��EHFDXVH�

WKLV� LV�QRW�FRQVLGHUHG�VWULFWO\�QHFHVVDU\�DQG�WKXV�RQH�LWHP�WKH�IDPLO\�FRXOG�VDYH�RQ��

7KHVH� IDPLOLHV� KDYH� WR� PDNH� SULRULWLHV� WR� PDNH� HQGV� PHHW�� )RU� LQVWDQFH�� LQ� WKH�

60$57�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��VRPH�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�EH�DEVHQW�IRU�PRQWKV�RQ�HQG�LQ�ZLQWHUWLPH��

(PSOR\HHV�FRQWDFW�WKH�SDUHQWV��EXW�WHOO�PH�WKDW�‘it is not so simple. Like we have a boy 

who has not been here since October, I think. He probably won’t be back until it gets 

warmer again because the family can’t afford warm clothes for him.’��

7KLV� FRQWH[W� RI� VRFLDO� GHSULYDWLRQ� VKDSHV� professionals’� HQJDJHPHQW� ZLWK�

FKLOGUHQ�DQG�SDUHQWV��DQG�VRPH�HPSOR\HHV�KDYH�JLYHQ�WKHPVHOYHV�D�PDQGDWH�WR�EH�RI�

DVVLVWDQFH��SDUWLFXODUO\� FRQFHUQLQJ�PDWWHUV� WKDW�FDQ�HQKDQFH�children’s�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��

%ULGJHW�RIWHQ�VSHQGV�KHU�RZQ�PRQH\�EX\LQJ�WR\V�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�DW�VDOHV�WR�WDNH�WR�WKH�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ��2QFH�VKH�IRXQG�D�OLPLWHG�RIIHU�RQ�SDLUV�RI�VNLV�IRU�����NURQHU�����(XUR���

VKH�FDOOHG�KHU�KXVEDQG��DQG�WROG�KLP�WR�GURS�ZKDWHYHU�KH�ZDV�GRLQJ��DQG�GULYH�WR�WKH�

VKRS�WR�EX\����SDLUV��7KLV�KH�GLG��EXW�DVNHG�%ULGJHW� MRNLQJO\�DIWHUZDUGV�ZKHWKHU�KH�

ZDV� VSRQVRULQJ� WKLV� WRR�� DV� KH� KDG� GRQH� EHIRUH� ZLWK� JDPHV�� FUD\RQV� DQG� VNLSSLQJ�

URSHV�–�ZKLFK�LQGHHG�KH�ZDV���

&KULVWLQH� WHOOV�PH� WKDW� LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�‘we really do become just like a 

small family’� +LOGH� WHUPV� LW� DQ� ‘extended family� �storfamilie� because we all take 
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each other’s children’.����+DGL\D� WRR� HQMR\V� WKLV� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� ‘family� life’� LQ� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ� ‘I feel more confident as a person, also by the fact that we are all 

treated equally.’ 176 �0HWDSKRULF� NLQVKLS� LV� QRW� XQFRPPRQ� LQ� 1RUZD\� DQG� LQGHHG�

JOREDOO\��ZKHUH�FKLOGUHQ�PD\�FDOO�parents’�JRRG�IULHQGV�‘aunts’�RU�‘uncles’.�,�ILQG�WKLV�

YDULHW\� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� WR� EH� EURDGHU� DQG� PRUH� LQFOXVLYH�� WKDQ� ZKDW� LV� P\�

H[SHULHQFH�LQ�1RUZD\��Veer’s�PRWKHU�FDOOV�0LUDQGD�KHU�auntie��6KH�KDV�IHZ�UHODWLYHV�

LQ�1RUZD\��DQG�0LUDQGD�KHUVHOI�WDNHV�RQ�DXQW�OLNH�GXWLHV�WRZDUGV�KHU��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�

DUH�DOVR� OLPLWV� WR� WKLV� UHODWLRQVKLS��0LUDQGD�KDV�DVNHG�Veer’s�PRWKHU�QRW� WR�FDOO�KHU�

auntie�XQWLO�DIWHU�FORVLQJ�WLPH��D�EDODQFH�0LUDQGD�DOVR�VHHNV�WR�VWULNH�ZKHQ�(UXP�DVNV�

KHU� LI� WKH\� FDQ� FHOHEUDWH� KHU� son’s� aqueeqa����DW� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� (UXP�ZDV�

SUHJQDQW�ZKHQ� VKH� DQG� WKHLU� WZR� FKLOGUHQ� MRLQHG� KHU� KXVEDQG�� DOVR� D�PLJUDQW� IURP�

3DNLVWDQ��MXVW�RYHU�VL[�PRQWKV�DJR��+H�KDG�WKHQ�OLYHG�LQ�1RUZD\�IRU�WKUHH�\HDUV��7KH\�

KDYH� QR� RWKHU� IDPLO\� LQ� 1RUZD\��:KHQ� WKHLU� EDE\� ER\� 'DZDU� ZDV� �� PRQWKV� ROG��

0LUDQGD�DOORZHG�WKHP�WR�FHOHEUDWH�KLV�aqueeqa�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��DV�‘this is where 

their family is’.����3ULRU� WR� WKH� aqueeqa��0LUDQGD� KDG� FROOHFWHG�PRQH\� DPRQJ� VWDII�

DQG�ERXJKW�'DZDU�D�WHGG\�EHDU��$OWKRXJK�0LUDQGD�KDG�QR�SUREOHPV�LQ�DOORZLQJ�WKH�

aqueeqa WR�EH�KHOG�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��VKH�DOVR�WULHG�WR�VFDOH�GRZQ�WKH�HYHQW�VR�

WKDW� RWKHUV� ZRXOG� QRW� IHHO� WKDW� RQH� IDPLO\� ZDV� DOORZHG� WR� GRPLQDWH� WKH� GD\� �DQG�

LQGHHG�WKH�ZHHN�SULRU�WR�WKH�HYHQW��SODQQLQJ�LW����

0LUDQGD�H[SODLQHG�WKLV�WR�(UXP�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�LQ�IURQW�RI�HYHU\RQH��VR�WKDW�

WKH\�ZRXOG�IHHO�ZHOFRPH��EXW�ZRXOG�QRW�VSHQG�RU�IHHO�REOLJHG�WR�VSHQG�WRR�PXFK�WLPH�

DQG�PRQH\�RQ�IRRG�DQG�SUHSDUDWLRQ��DQG�ZRXOG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�QRW�FRQWURO�

WKH�HYHQWV�RI�WKH�GD\�HQWLUHO\�E\�WKHPVHOYHV��0LUDQGD�DOVR�WROG�WKHP�QRW�WR�H[SHFW�WKH�

DPRXQW� RI� SUHVHQWV� WKDW� DUH� FRPPRQ� DW� IDPLO\�DUUDQJHG� aqueeqas�� WHOOLQJ� SHRSOH�

VSHFLILFDOO\� WR� QRW� EULQJ� SUHVHQWV�� QRW� ZDQWLQJ� WR� EXUGHQ� WKHP� ILQDQFLDOO\� RU� NHHS�

VRPH� IURP� FRPLQJ� WR� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� EHFDXVH� WKH\� FRXOG� QRW� DIIRUG� D� SUHVHQW��

                                                           
����They look after each other’s children if a pDUHQW� KDV� WR� JR� WR� WKH� GHQWLVW� RU� GRFWRU� –� RU� WR� WKH�
EDWKURRP����
176�)RU�VRPH��RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�EHFRPHV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKHLU�KRPH��HLWKHU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�OLYH�LQ�VPDOO�
IODWV�RU�ZLWK�PDQ\�UHODWLYHV��ERWK�RI�ZKLFK�PHDQ�OLPLWHG�SULYDF\��RU�EHFDXVH��DV�IRU�Amir’s�ZLIH�.DWLH��
FRPLQJ�WR�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�IRU�D�FXS�RI�WHD�–�ZLWKRXW�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�–�FDQ�SURYLGH�VRPH�SHDFH�DQG�TXLHW�
ZKHQ�WKH�KRPH�LV�WRR�QRLV\�ZLWK�YLVLWRUV���
��� �KWWS���ZZZ�LVODPFDQ�FRP�UDLVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�LVODP�JHQHUDO�LQVWUXFWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�D�QHZERUQ�IRU�
PXVOLP�SDUHQWV�VKWPO��8�RE-+<�:8N�DFFHVVHG����������
����7KLV� LV� DQ� DGDSWHG� IRUP�RI�aqueeqa�� ,Q� WKH� FHOHEUDWLRQ�� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� KHOG�RQ� WKH��WK� GD\� DIWHU� WKH�
FKLOG�LV�ERUQ��D�JRDW�LV�WR�EH�NLOOHG�DQG�VKDUHG�DPRQJ�IDPLO\��IULHQGV�DQG�JLYHQ�DV�FKDULW\�zakat��$OVR��
the child’s KDLU�LV�VKDYHQ�DQG�LWV�ZHLJKW�LQ�VLOYHU�LV�WR�EH�JLYHQ�DV� zakat��+HUH�� WKH�IDPLO\�VKDYHG� WKH�
EDE\�DW�KRPH�SULRU�WR�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQV��DQG�WKHLU�IDPLO\�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�VODXJKWHUHG�D�JRDW���
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)XUWKHU��0LUDQGD�LV�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�(UXP�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\�EHFRPLQJ�WRR�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�

KHU�DQG�KHU�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�QHWZRUNV�–�DV�VKH�ZDV�DOVR�ZLWK�Veer’V�PRWKHU��

7KH�VFDOH�RI�WKHVH�PHWDSKRULF�NLQVKLSV�LQ�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LV��LQ�P\�

LPSUHVVLRQ��UHODWHG�WR�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI� OLPLWHG�ILQDQFLDO�DQG�SHRSOH�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�D�

FROOHFWLYH�RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�WRJHWKHUQHVV��7KLV�EURDG�DSSURDFK�WR�VROLGDULW\�HQFRPSDVVHV�

LQWHUFRQQHFWLYLW\�� DQG� RQH�� ,� IHHO�� WKDW� PD\� EH� SDUWLFXODUO\� LQFOXVLYH� LQ� SODFHV� OLNH�

$OQD�� ZKHUH� D� ODUJH� SURSRUWLRQ� RI� WKH� UHVLGHQWV� KDYH� JURZQ� XS� LQ� VRFLHWLHV� DQG�

IDPLOLHV� ZKHUH� LQWHUFRQQHFWLYLW\� DQG� UHFLSURFLW\� DUH� FRUH� YDOXHV� WKDW� FRPH� EHIRUH�

LQGHSHQGHQFH� DQG� RZQ� JDLQ�� )DFLOLWDWLQJ� WKHVH� UHODWLRQV� RI� PXWXDO� WUXVW� DQG�

HQJDJHPHQW� LV� FRQWLQXRXV� ERXQGDU\� ZRUN�� PDQDJLQJ� LQFOXVLRQ� DQG� H[FOXVLRQ��

VLPLODULW\� DQG� GLIIHUHQFH�� (VWDEOLVKLQJ� DQG� PDLQWDLQLQJ� PHWDSKRULF� NLQVKLS� LV� D�

SUDFWLFH� RI� VROLGDULW\–� DQG� KHUH�� ,� ILQG�� WKLV� LV� GRQH� LQ� ZLWK� VHQVLWLYLW\�� QRW� PDGH�

VLJQLILFDQW�EXW�JHQWO\�FKDQQHOOHG�LQWR�HYHU\GD\�OLIH��7KH�VNLLQJ�HTXLSPHQW�ZDV�VLPSO\�

there��DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�ZDV�VLPSO\�found���

6WDII�PHPEHUV�EXW� DOVR� RWKHU�SDUHQWV� IDFLOLWDWH� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�GLIIHUHQW�

IRUPV�RI�FDSLWDO�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�OLPLWHG�DFFHVV�WR�VXFK�UHVRXUFHV��WDNLQJ�RQ�WDVNV�

DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�WKDW�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�EHORQJ�WR�DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\��3DUHQWV�ORRN�WR�

RWKHU�SDUHQWV�IRU�VXSSRUW�DQG�KHOS��ZKHWKHU�WKLV�LV�VRPHRQH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�SOD\�

ZLWK��RU�MXVW�VRPHRQH�WR�VKDUH�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�SDUHQWLQJ�ZLWK��6RPH�SDUHQWV�WDNH�

WKHVH�UHODWLRQV�DOVR�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��DV�ZLWK�WKH�JURXS�RI�SDUHQWV�ZKR�

MRLQWO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQ�RSHQ�)DFHERRN�JURXS�WR�SODQ�DFWLYLWLHV�WRJHWKHU�IRU�WKH�VXPPHU�

KROLGD\�SHULRG�ZKHQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZDV�FORVHG���

$W�WKH�YHU\�HVVHQFHV�RI�WKH�ZHOIDUH�VWDWHV�DQG�RI�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�OLHV�WKH�UHPRYDO�

RI�IXQFWLRQV�IURP�WKH�IDPLO\�WR�WKH�VWDWH��funksjonstapping av familien���%XW�WKHUH�DUH�

DOVR� JUH\� DUHDV� WKDW� FDQQRW� EH� RQH�VLGHGO\� XQGHUVWRRG� DV� WUDQVIHU� RI� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�

IURP�WKH�IDPLO\�WR�WKH�VWDWH�WKURXJK�ORFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�DUH�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�WKH�

IDPLOLDO�VSKHUH��%ULGJHW��IRU�H[DPSOH��EX\V�VNLLQJ�HTXLSPHQW��JDPHV�DQG�FUD\RQV�IRU�

WKH� FKLOGUHQ� WR� XVH� ZKLOH� LQ� WKH� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ZLWKRXW� ‘professionalising’� WKHVH�

SXUFKDVHV�E\�GRLQJ�WKHP�LQ�KHU�ZRUNLQJ�KRXUV�RU�DVNLQJ�KHU�HPSOR\HU�IRU�D�UHIXQG�RQ�

KHU�H[SHQVHV��6KH�NHHSV�WKLV�DFWLRQ�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�IRUPDO�VWUXFWXUH��DQG�LQWHUSUHWV�LW�DV�

D�PRUH�SHUVRQDO� UHFLSURFLW\��$OVR�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�DVVLVW� IDPLOLHV� LQIRUPDOO\��DQG�PD\�

XVH� WKHLU� VSDUH� WLPH� WR� DVVLVW� IDPLOLHV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� UHSRUWLQJ� WKH� IDPLO\� WR� WKH� FKLOG�

ZHOIDUH� DXWKRULWLHV�� :KLOH� WKHVH� DUH� VWUHHW�OHYHO� EXUHDXFUDWV� ZRUNLQJ� ZLWKLQ� WKH�

V\VWHP�� WKH\� DOVR� EHFRPH� LQYROYHG� SULYDWHO\� LQ� WKLV� V\VWHP�� 6RPHWLPHV� WKLV� LV� LQ�
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FRQIOLFW�ZLWK� WKH�V\VWHP��DV�ZKHQ� WKH�KHDOWK�YLVLWRU�E\�SDVVHV�IRUPDO� URXWLQHV��RWKHU�

WLPHV� LW� LV� VLPSO\� RQH� LQGLFDWLRQ� RI� WKH� PDQ\� SRVVLELOLWLHV� WKDW� FDQ� EH� LQWHUSUHWHG�

ZLWKLQ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�UROH���

3XWQDP��������������DUJXHV�WKDW�‘a�ZLGH�array’�RI�PHDVXUHV�VKRZ�WKDW�VRFLDO�

FDSLWDO� DQG� FLYLF� HQJDJHPHQW�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� OLNHOLKRRG� RI�ZRUNLQJ� RQ� D� FRPPXQLW\�

SURMHFW�� FRUUHODWH� QHJDWLYHO\� ZLWK� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\�� ZKHUHDV� VRPH� DFWLYLWLHV�� VXFK� DV�

UHOLJLRXV�LQYROYHPHQW��UHPDLQ�XQDIIHFWHG�E\�HWKQLF�GLYHUVLW\��3XWQDP����������������

&HUWDLQO\�� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� LQ� $OQD� DUH� QRW� XQDIIHFWHG� E\� LQFUHDVLQJ� HWKQLF�

GLYHUVLW\��QRU�LV�WKH�LPSDFW�VROHO\�RU�DOZD\V�SRVLWLYH��$V�PHQWLRQHG��%ULGJHW�ILQGV�WKDW�

WKH\� QHHG� WR� PRYH� DZD\� IURP� real pedagogics�� DQG� ERWK� VKH� DQG�0LUDQGD� ILQG� LW�

GHPDQGLQJ�DQG�WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�KDYH�

OLPLWHG� NQRZOHGJH� RI� 1RUZHJLDQ� ODQJXDJH�179�7KURXJK� WKHLU� GLIIHUHQW� VWUDWHJLHV� RI�

LQFOXVLRQ� DQG� WKH�PDQDJHPHQW� RI� ERXQGDULHV� RI� VLPLODULWLHV� DQG� GLIIHUHQFHV�� SHRSOH�

FRQWLQXRXVO\�PRXOG� DQG�PDQDJH� WKH� LPSDFW� WKDW� LQFUHDVLQJ� HWKQLF� GLYHUVLW\� KDV� RQ�

FRPPXQLW\�VROLGDULW\��5DWKHU� WKDQ�DSSURDFKLQJ�HWKQLF�GLYHUVLW\�DV�SUREOHPDWLF�RU�DV�

DQ�RXWVLGH�WKUHDW��PDQ\�SURIHVVLRQDOV�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�–�RU�XVHG�WR�EH�–�LQ�WKH�VDPH�

ERDW�DV�SDUHQWV�DUH�WRGD\��7KHVH�UHODWLRQV�IRUP�D�EDVLV�IRU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�

VRFLDO�VROLGDULW\�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�PXOWLSOH[��HQWDLOLQJ�HOHPHQWV�RI�GLIIXVH�

UHFLSURFLW\��WKH�HYHQWXDO�UHWXUQ�RI�VRPH�VRUW�RI�D�IDYRXU���WKDW�LV�FRPPRQ�LQ�VPDOOHU�

FRPPXQLWLHV��VHH�P\�SUHYLRXV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�$OQD�DV�D�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��180��

,Q�P\�ILQDO�FDVH�LQ�WKLV�ILQDO�HPSLULFDO�FKDSWHU��,�H[SORUH�KRZ�WKHVH�ERQGV�DQG�

UHVRXUFHV� XQH[SHFWHGO\� FDPH� WR� XVH� DPRQJ� SDUHQWV� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK� WKURXJK� WKHLU�

LQYROYHPHQW� LQ�ZKDW� FDQ�� WR� XVH�Putnam’s� WHUP�� EH� FRQVLGHUHG� D� ORFDO�PRELOLVDWLRQ�

LQWR�D�‘community�project’.��

�

The Kindergarten Campaign in Alna borough181  
7RZDUGV� WKH� HQG� RI� ������ WKH� ERURXJK� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� LQ� $OQD�� DV� LQ� RWKHU� 2VOR�

ERURXJKV��DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�WKH�EXGJHWV�IRU������ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�EH�FXW�GUDVWLFDOO\��DQG�

                                                           
179�,Q�D� UHFHQW�DUWLFOH�DERXW�6WRYQHU�ERURXJK��DOVR� LQ� WKH�*URUXG�9DOOH\���.LUVWHQ�'DQLHOVHQ�DQG�$GD�
(QJHEULJWVHQ� �VHH� ������ ILQG� WKDW� \RXQJ� SDUHQWV� DUH� FRQFHUQHG� Dbout what they term ‘linguistic 
deterioration’ (språklig forfall��� PHDQLQJ� WKH� NLQG� RI� 1RUZHJLDQ� ODQJXDJH� WKDW� HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQ�
FKLOGUHQ�DOVR�DFTXLUH��ZLWK�JUDPPDWLFDO�HUURUV�DQG�K\EULG�ZRUGV�WDNHQ�IURP�$UDELF�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�� 
180�7KHUH� DUH�RWKHU� LQVWDQFHV�RI� UHFLSURFLW\� WKDW� VSDFH�GRHV�QRW� DOORZ�PH� WR� H[SORUH�� VXFK� DV� VKDULQJ�
IRRG�GXULQJ�PHDOV��SHRSOH�EULQJLQJ�FDNH� WR�VXUSULVH�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�RQ� WKHLU�ELUWKGD\V��DQG�H[FKDQJLQJ�
VHFRQG�KDQG�FORWKLQJ���
181�,Q�1RUZHJLDQ��Barnehageaksjonen i Bydel Alna.��
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VHUYLFHV� WKDW� ZHUH� QRW� LPSRVHG� XSRQ� WKH� ERURXJK� E\� ODZ� �lovpålagt�� ZHUH� DOO� LQ�

GDQJHU� RI� EHLQJ� FORVHG� GRZQ� RU� UHGXFHG� LQ� VL]H�� 7KH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� IRUFHG� WR� VHW�

SULRULWLHV�� UHFRPPHQGHG� WKDW� WKUHH� RI� WKH� IRXU� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK�

VKRXOG�EH�FORVHG�GRZQ��7KLV�OHG�WR�D�PDVVLYH�PRELOLVDWLRQ�FDPSDLJQ�DPRQJ�SDUHQWV��

7KH\� HVWDEOLVKHG� D� )DFHERRN� JURXS�� FRQWDFWHG� ORFDO�PHGLD� DQG� LQYLWHG� WKHP� WR� WKH�

RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV��ZURWH�FRPPHQWDULHV�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�QHZVSDSHUV��FDQYDVVHG�GRRU�WR�

GRRU� IRU� VLJQDWXUHV� WR� D�SHWLWLRQ��ZLWK�SDUHQWV�EHLQJ� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKH� DUHD� DURXQG�

WKHLU�KRPHV��7KLV�ZDV�DOVR�PDGH�HOHFWURQLF��$Q�‘action�committee’�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�WR�

RUJDQLVH�DQG�FRRUGLQDWH�WKHVH�YDULRXV�DFWLYLWLHV��2Q�WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�EXGJHW�PHHWLQJ��WKH�

FRPPLWWHH�RUJDQLVHG�D�WRUFKOLJKW�SURFHVVLRQ�WKDW�HQGHG�XS�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�SUHPLVHV�DW�

)XUXVHW�ZKHUH�WKH�FRXQFLO�KDG�WKHLU�PHHWLQJ��

)RXUWHHQ� SDUHQWV� IURP� QLQH� GLIIHUHQW� FRXQWU\� EDFNJURXQGV�� DQG� D� IHZ� PRUH�

FKLOGUHQ��DWWHQGHG�WKH�FRXQFLO�PHHWLQJ��6RPH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�HPSOR\HHV�DQG�YROXQWHHUV�

DOVR�FDPH��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�PRUH�GLVFUHHW��ZDWFKIXO�RI�WKH�SRVVLEOH�UROH�FRQIOLFWV��WKHLU�

DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�OHDGHU�KDG�EHHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�UHYLVLQJ�WKH�EXGJHW�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�WKH�FXWV���

2SHQLQJ�WKH�PHHWLQJ�WKH�FKDLU�RI�WKH�ERURXJK�FRXQFLO�VDLG�WKDW�WKHUH�KDG�QHYHU�EHIRUH�

EHHQ� VR�PDQ\� FKLOGUHQ� DW� D�PHHWLQJ�� DQG� VXJJHVWHG��ZLWK� D� QHUYRXV� ODXJK�� WKDW� WKH�

EXGJHW��ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�ILQDO�SRLQW�RQ�WKH�DJHQGD��EH�PRYHG�XS�RQ�WKH�DJHQGD�VR�WKDW�

WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�FRXOG�ILQLVK�‘before the children have to go to bed’��7KH�GHEDWH�DERXW�

RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV�GUDJJHG�RQ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�RWKHU�VHUYLFHV�WKDW�ZHUH�

WR� EH� SXW� XQGHU� WKH� NQLIH�� ZLWK� QRWHV� JRLQJ� IURP� SDUHQWV� WR� WKHLU� FRXQFLO�

UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��FKLOGUHQ�UXQQLQJ�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�WKH�PHHWLQJ�URRP��SDUHQWV�WDNLQJ�LW�LQ�

WXUQV�WR�NHHS�DQ�H\H�RQ�WKHP��5DLVLQV�DQG�ELVFXLWV�ZHUH�VKDUHG��ZLWK�MXLFH��3DUHQWV�DQG�

FKLOGUHQ�KHOG�XS�SRVWHUV�ZLWK�‘save the open kindergartens’��7KH�ZKROH�VHVVLRQ�ZDV�

TXLWH�D�VSHFWDFOH����

$W� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQ� DPRQJ� WKH� FRXQFLO� PHPEHUV�� DQG� EHIRUH� D�

GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�WR�EH�UHDFKHG�WKURXJK�YRWLQJ��WKH�DXGLHQFH�ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�VSHDN��7KUHH�

SDUHQWV�PDGH�XVH�RI�WKDW�RSSRUWXQLW\��+DGL\D��,QJD�DQG�6LPRQ��+DGL\D�ZHQW�ILUVW��DQG�

KDQGHG� RYHU� WKH� SHWLWLRQV� ZLWK� VLJQDWXUHV� WR� WKH� KHDG� RI� WKH� FRXQFLO�� DPLGVW� JUHDW�

DSSODXVH� IURP� WKH�RWKHU�SDUHQWV��6KH� WKHQ� UHDG�D�SUHSDUHG�VSHHFK� IURP� WKH� URVWUXP��

VKDULQJ�KHU�SHUVRQDO�VWRU\�RI�EHLQJ�D�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�LPPLJUDQW�ZLWK�OLPLWHG�VRFLDO�

QHWZRUNV��6KH�XQGHUOLQHG�KHU�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�KDG�HQDEOHG�KHU�WR�

EXLOG� QHWZRUNV� EH\RQG� WKRVH� EDVHG� RQ� KHU� HWKQLFLW\�� WKHUHE\� IDFLOLWDWLQJ� D� EURDGHU��

PRUH�VWDEOH�SODWIRUP�IRU�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�PRELOLW\�LQ�1RUZD\�IRU�KHU�DQG�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��
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�7KLV�ZDV� LQ� LWVHOI� LQWHUHVWLQJ�� DV�+DGL\D�ZDV� ERUQ� DQG� UDLVHG� LQ�1RUZD\�� DQG� WKXV�

EXLOGV�XS�XQGHU�WKH�DUJXPHQW�RI�WKLQNLQJ�EH\RQG�OLQHDULW\�WKDW�,�PDGH�LQ�&KDSWHU�����

,QJD�� D� 1RUZHJLDQ�/LWKXDQLDQ�PRWKHU� RI� WZR� VSRNH� QH[W�� DQG� DIWHU� KHU�� 6LPRQ�� DQ�

,WDOLDQ�1RUZHJLDQ�IDWKHU�RI�WZR��WRRN�WKH�URVWUXP��+H�KDG�QRW�SODQQHG�WR�GR�WKLV��EXW�

MXVW�DV�WKH�FKDLUSHUVRQ�ZDV�DERXW�WR�SURFHHG�WR�WKH�YRWLQJ��KH�VWRRG�XS�DQG�DVNHG�WR�

VD\�D�IHZ�ZRUGV�DERXW�ZKDW�KH�DSSUHFLDWHG�ZLWK�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ���

�

‘It is good preparation for society…there aren’t really that many places where 

we can meet in this way. Here, we have a common interest and a common 

value: our children. Here, there is room for discussion. My view, your view, 

my view, your view…language and culture…learn from each other.’ 

�

$W� WKLV� SRLQW�� KLV� VRQ� 2VFDU� XQH[SHFWHGO\� UXVKHV� XS� WR� WKH� URVWUXP�� FDUU\LQJ� WZR�

SRVWHUV�� WDOOHU� WKDQ� KLPVHOI�� 6LPRQ�� VXUSULVHG�� FDOPO\� OLIWV� KLP� XS�ZLWKRXW� VD\LQJ� D�

ZRUG��2VFDU�FDVXDOO\�OHDQV�IRUZDUG�WRZDUGV�WKH�PLFURSKRQH�DQG�VD\V��‘I am glad to 

have a friend.’ 7KHQ�KH� ORRNV�DW�6LPRQ�DQG�VD\V�‘daddy, daddy, can you hold these 

for me’, DQG�JLYHV�WKH�SRVWHUV�WR�6LPRQ��6LPRQ�JHQWO\�SXWV�2VFDU�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�IORRU�

DQG�UDLVHV�ERWK�KLV�DUPV��RQH�SRVWHU�LQ�HDFK�KDQG��DQG�WXUQV�WR�WKH�SROLWLFLDQV� ‘This is 

really important, you know. Four out of ten residents are minority language speakers 

in this borough. Actually, I would call it child neglect [to close down the open 

kindergartens]. There are no two ways about it. That is all I have to say.’�+H� WKHQ�

VWHSSHG�GRZQ��WR�URDULQJ�DSSODXVH����

�

Parenting: a common value or a ‘double burden’ 
,W�ZDV�6LPRQ�ZKR�EURXJKW�XS�WKH�WRSLF�RI�values��,�XQGHUVWDQG�KLP�WR�UHIHU�VLPSO\�WR�

SHRSOH�KDYLQJ�D�FRPPRQ�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�IRFXV�–� VXFK�DV�KDYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�EHLQJ�

SDUHQWV��)RU�6LPRQ��SDUHQWKRRG�–�SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�RI�parents’�GLIIHULQJ�H[SHULHQFHV��

YLHZV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� –� LV� D� FHQWULSHWDO� IRUFH� WKDW� FDQ� EULQJ� SHRSOH� FORVHU� WRJHWKHU��

WRZDUGV� D� FRPPRQ� FHQWUH� ZKHUH� LQGLYLGXDO� GLIIHUHQFHV�� ZKHQ� YHUEDOLVHG� DQG�

UHFRJQLVHG�� PD\� EHFRPH� D� WRRO� IRU� DFKLHYLQJ� VROLGDULW\� GHVSLWH�� RU� SHUKDSV� HYHQ�

EHFDXVH�RI��WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV��,Q�FKRRVLQJ�WR�HPSKDVLVH�WKLV�EURDG�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�

SDUHQWV�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�–�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�DOO�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ�–�6LPRQ�LV�QRW�VSHDNLQJ�

DERXW�DFWXDO�SDUHQWLQJ�RULHQWDWLRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��ZKLFK�GLIIHU�DPRQJ�SDUHQWV��+H�VD\V�
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WKDW� DOO� SDUHQWV� KDYH� D� ‘common interest and a common value’� �WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ��� EXW�

LPPHGLDWHO\�DGGV��‘here, there is room for discussion [of differences]’��(PSKDVLVLQJ�

FRPPXQDOLWLHV�� 6LPRQ� RSHQV� XS� D� GLDORJLFDO� VSDFH� ZKHUH� WKHUH� LV� URRP� IRU�

GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�GLIIHUHQFHV��DQG�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�VSDFH�WKDW�HPHUJHV�WKURXJK�D�IRFXV�RQ�

‘my view, your view’�� 7KLV� IDFLOLWDWHV� D� FRPPXQLW\� RI� GLVDJUHHPHQW�ZKHUH� IULFWLRQV�

FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DV�SURGXFWLYH��DQG�ZKHUH�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�FDQ�EHFRPH�WKH�YHU\�EXLOGLQJ�

EORFNV� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� IRU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� JURZ� XS� LQ�� 2I� FRXUVH�� DV� DOVR� 6LPRQ� LV�

DZDUH��KLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�DSSURDFK�DUH�QRW�HTXDOO\�VKDUHG�DPRQJ�DOO��7KH�WHQVLRQV�

RI� ‘grammars’� FDQQRW�� DV�0RXIIH� HPSKDVLVHV�� EH�RYHUFRPH�� ‘but� RQO\�QHJRWLDWHG� LQ�

GLIIHUHQW�ways’������������

7KH� WKUHDW� RI� FORVLQJ� GRZQ� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� LQWHQVLILHG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ�

ZKLFK� WKH� UHVRXUFH� RI� SDUHQWLQJ� GHYHORSHG� DV� D� FHQWULSHWDO� IRUFH�� 6XFK� D� VSKHUH�� RI�

SDUWLFLSDWRU\� DQG� RSHQ�HQGHG� HQJDJHPHQW�� FDQ� FRQVWLWXWH� D� ‘vibrant� FODVK� RI�

GHPRFUDWLF� SROLWLFDO� positions’� EHWZHHQ� IUHH� DQG� HPSRZHUHG� FLWL]HQV�� UHVSHFWIXO� RI�

HDFK� other’s� FODLPV� �0RXIIH�� ���������� :KLOH� WKLV� NLQG� RI� HQJDJHPHQW� PD\� OHDYH�

GLVDJUHHPHQWV� DQG� FRQIOLFWV� XQUHVROYHG�� LW� PD\� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� EXLOG� DQ� RSHQ� DQG�

GLDORJLFDO� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� IXWXUH� HQFRXQWHUV� WKURXJK� WKH� XQFRYHULQJ� RI�

PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV��HYHQ�UHVHQWPHQWV��$PLQ���������Simon’s�GXDO�HPSKDVLV�RQ�KDYLQJ�

VRPHWKLQJ� LQ� FRPPRQ� �SDUHQWKRRG�� YDOXHV�� and� RSHQ� GLVFXVVLRQV� RI� GLVDJUHHPHQW�

FRQFHUQLQJ�ZKDW�WKHVH�DUH�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�EHFRPH�PDQLIHVWHG�LQ�SUDFWLFH�DOORZV�IRU�WKH�

HPSKDVLV�RQ�FRPPRQDOLWLHV�EXW�DOVR�GLVDJUHHPHQW��RU�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�GLVDJUHHPHQW��

7RWDO�FRQVHQVXV�� WKXV��FDQ�RQO\�EH�FRQIOLFWXDO��DQG� WKH� WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�DSSURDFKHV�

FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DV�FRQVWUXFWLYH��$FFRUGLQJO\��WKH�common value�RI�SDUHQWKRRG�EHFRPHV�D�

EURDG� DQG� LQFOXVLYH� FXUUHQF\� RI� XQLILFDWLRQ� HYHQ�ZKHQ� WKHVH� YDOXHV� GLYHUJH� DPRQJ�

SDUHQWV��6LPRQ�RSHUDWHV�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW� OHYHOV�RI� D�S\UDPLG�� RU�FLUFOHV�RI� DJUHHPHQW��

7KH� LQQHU� FLUFOH� RU� ORZHVW� OHYHO� RI� WKH� S\UDPLG� LV� ‘parenthood’,� LQ� ZKLFK� DOO� DUH�

LQFOXGHG��7KHQ��PRYLQJ�RXWZDUGV�RU�XSZDUGV��FRPH�GLIIHUHQFHV�DQG�DOWHUQDWLYH�ZD\V�

RI�SHUFHLYLQJ�DQG�GRLQJ�SDUHQWLQJ���

:KLOH�WKLV�PD\�EH�UHODWLYHO\�XQSUREOHPDWLF�IRU�6LPRQ��+DGL\D�ILQGV�WKLV�PRUH�

FRQIOLFWXDO�DQG�‘double’,�DQG�IHHOV�WKDW�WKLV�NLQG�RI�EURDG�UHIOH[LYLW\�WKUHDWHQV�LGHDOV�

WKDW�VKH�VHHNV�WR�LQWHUQDOLVH�LQ�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�DW�KRPH��

�

‘We can teach them things at home, but what does it help when they learn 

other things at school and in kindergarten? I can’t tell them that they should 
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respect me because I gave birth to them, and sacrifice everything for them, 

you know, that is just wrong. At school in Pakistan they learn, from the 

schoolbooks, to respect the parents. It is written in the books. They don’t call 

teachers by their first names. Here [in Norway] we learn that anything is 

possible – you can do anything you want to!’ 

�

,Q�LQWHUYLHZV��VKH�VWUHVVHV�the double burden�RI�UHDULQJ�0XVOLP�DQG�3DNLVWDQL�FKLOGUHQ�

LQ�1RUZD\�� ,Q� WKH� NLQG� RI� GRXEOHQHVV Hadiya experiences, she contrasts ‘Pakistani’ 

and ‘Norwegian’ understandings of personhoods. She emphasises collectivity, family 

loyalty, and respect for elders as ‘Pakistani’, whereas the Norwegian state, through 

WHDFKHUV�� VWUHVVHV� LQGLYLGXDOLW\�� SHUVRQDO� DPELWLRQV�� DQG� D� QRQ�KLHUDUFKLFDO� VWUXFWXUH�

that Hadiya does not want for her children. For Hadiya, to ‘do anything you want to’�

LV� LUUHVSRQVLEOH� DQG� VHOILVK� �VHH� &KDSWHU� ���� $FFRUGLQJO\�� VKH� VHHV� LW� DV� KHU�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DV�D�PRWKHU� WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�RQH�VHW�RI�SHUVRQKRRG�YDOXHV�EHIRUH�KHU�

FKLOGUHQ� JHW� H[SRVHG� WR� WKH� RWKHU�� DQG� WKXV� LQFUHDVH� WKHLU� FKDQFHV� RI� VWDQGLQJ� XS�

DJDLQVW� WKLV� VHOILVKQHVV�� ,Q� WKLV� VHQVH�� +DGL\D� KDV� D� QDUURZ� VWUDWHJ\�� H[SHULHQFLQJ�

GLIIHUHQFHV�DV�FRQIOLFWLQJ�DQG�DV�PXWXDOO\�H[FOXGLQJ��7KDW�LV�RQH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�VKH�ZDLWV�

WR�VHQG�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�XQWLO�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR�D�VWURQJ�PRUDO�

IRXQGDWLRQ�DW�KRPH��VR�WKDW�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�D�VROLG�EDVLV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ODWHU�HQFRXQWHU�RWKHU��

SRWHQWLDOO\� FRQIOLFWLQJ�� VHWV� RI� YDOXHV��+DGL\D� GRHV� QRW� VHH� WKH� FRPPRQ� YDOXHV� DQG�

FRPPRQ�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�SDUHQWKRRG�WKDW�DUH�VR�HYLGHQW�WR�6LPRQ��VKH�VHHV�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�

GLIIHUHQW� YDOXHV� DV� RSSRVLWLRQDO� DQG� FRQWUDVWLQJ��$OO� WKH� VDPH��+DGL\D� DWWHQGV� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZLWK�KHU� FKLOG��7KXV� VKH�GRHV�QRW� DYRLG� WHQVLRQV� DV� VXFK��EXW� VHHNV� WR�

LPSRVH� DQ� RUGHU� RQ� WKHP� IRU� KHU� FKLOG�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� OHWWLQJ� WKH� FKLOG� WDFNOH� WKHVH�

SRWHQWLDOO\�FRQIOLFWLQJ�LGHDOV�KHUVHOI���

3DUHQWKRRG�� DV� 6LPRQ� VKRZV�� LV� D� IOH[LEOH� UHVRXUFH� WKDW� FDQ� EH� VWUHWFKHG� WR�

LQFOXGH� D� UDQJH� RI� GLIIHUHQFHV� WKDW� EHFRPH� GHILQHG� DV� D� FRPPRQDOLW\�� )XUWKHU�� DV�

,QJULG� WRR� PHQWLRQV� GLVFXVVLRQV� RI� GLIIHUHQFHV�� DQG� ZRUNLQJ� WRZDUGV� ILQGLQJ� DQG�

GHILQLQJ� ZKDW� WKHVH� common values� DUH�� FDQ� LQ� LWVHOI� KHOS� WR� EXLOG� WRJHWKHUQHVV��

‘Citizenship’,� WR� XVH� WKDW� ZRUG�� EHFRPHV� D� SUDFWLFH� DV� ZHOO� DV� D� VWDWXV� �/D]DU��

����������:KDW�,QJULG�DQG�6LPRQ�GR�QRW�PHQWLRQ�GLUHFWO\�DUH�WKH�OLPLWV�WR�GLYHUVLW\��

RU�D�FRPPXQLW\�RI�GLVDJUHHPHQW��:KHQ�FDQ�GLIIHUHQFH�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�LQ�

WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�GLVDJUHHPHQW"�:KDW�NLQGV�RI�GLIIHUHQFHV�FDQQRW�EH�DFFRPPRGDWHG�

DV�common values"�)RU�.QXW��$QQD�DQG�$PLU�� QRQ�1RUZHJLDQ� ODQJXDJH�SUDFWLFH� LV�
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WRR�‘different’�WR�EH�LQFOXGHG��)RU�,QJULG�DQG�6LPRQ��FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DQG�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�

GLVDJUHHPHQWV�DUH�FHQWUDO�WR�OLYLQJ�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU���

�

Convivial parenthood? 
7ZR�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�FDPSDLJQ��ZKLOH�ILQDOLVLQJ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��,�PHW�$PLU�DW�WKH�)XUXVHW�

VKRSSLQJ�FHQWUH��DQG�KH�WROG�PH��ZLWK�JUHDW�H[FLWHPHQW��WKDW�/H\OD�QRZ�KDG�PRYHG�LQ�

QH[W�GRRU�WR�KLP��DQG�WKDW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�VDPH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��$PLU�

ZDV�WKULOOHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPHRQH�LQ�WKH�QHZ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WKDW�KH�DQG�KLV�GDXJKWHU�

DOUHDG\� NQHZ�� /H\OD� DQG� Amir’s� GLIIHUHQW� DSSURDFKHV� WR� LQFOXVLRQ� LQ� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�GLG�QRW�VHHP�WR�PDWWHU� LQ� WKLV� UHJDUG��3UHVXPDEO\�WKH\�VWLOO�GLVDJUHH� LQ�

SULQFLSOH�� EXW� WKDW� GRHV� QRW� PHDQ� WKDW� WKH\� FDQQRW� KDYH� QHLJKERXUO\� UHODWLRQV� DQG�

HQMR\� EHLQJ� IHOORZ� SDUHQWV� LQ� D� UHJXODU� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� RU� HQJDJH� LQ� PRUH� ‘fleeting�

encounters’��ZKLFK�WKHQ�LV�QRW�IOHHWLQJ�DQ\PRUH���1DUURZ�VWUDWHJLHV�LQ�RQH�SODFH��VXFK�

DV�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZLWK�PRUH�UHJXODWHG�HQFRXQWHUV��FDQ�EH�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�D�EURDG�

VWUDWHJ\� LQ� DQRWKHU� SODFH� �QHLJKERXUKRRG�� ZKHUH� HQFRXQWHUV� DUH� EULHIHU�� .QRZLQJ�

HDFK� RWKHU� WKURXJK� VHYHUDO� UHODWLRQV�PD\� VWUHQJWKHQ� WKHLU� UHODWLRQVKLS� LQ� D�ZD\� WKDW�

JLYHV� LW� HQRXJK�EDVLF� VXEVWDQFH� WR�HQFRPSDVV�GLIIHUHQFH�DQG�GLVDJUHHPHQW��3HUKDSV�

FRQWHVWDWLRQV� RI� SDUHQWKRRG�� ZKHQ� XQLILHG� ZLWKLQ� D� EURDGHU� FRQFHSW� RI� YDOXHV�� FDQ�

VHUYH�DV�D�XQLI\LQJ�IXQFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�EH\RQG�WKH�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�DQG�WKH�

FDPSDLJQ�–�GHVSLWH��RU�SHUKDSV�EHFDXVH�RI�–�GLVDJUHHPHQWV��)XUWKHU��FKLOGUHQ�VHUYH�DV�

‘integrators’�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�parents’�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�ZLWK�ORFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��

:LWK� UHIHUHQFH� WR� WKH� /RQGRQ� ERURXJK� RI� +DFNQH\�� :HVVHQGRUI� GLVFXVVHV�

SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�JURXSV�ZKR�GR�QRW�DGKHUH�WR�WKH�‘ethos�RI�mixing’,�DQG�IXUWKHU�DUJXHV�

WKDW� WKH� ‘ethos� RI�mixing’� LV� ‘paralleled� E\� WKH� DFFHSWDQFH� RI� PRUH� VHSDUDWH� OLYHV�

UHJDUGLQJ� SULYDWH� UHODWLRQV� DV� ZHOO� DV� OLPLWHG� NQRZOHGJH� DERXW� RWKHU� people’s� OLIH�

worlds’�������������/LNHZLVH��LQ�LQQHU�FLW\�%LUPLQJKDP��.DUQHU�DQG�3DUNHU�ILQG�WKDW�

WKHUH�LV�QR�HLWKHU�RU�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�FRPPXQLW\�FRKHVLRQ�DQG�FRQYLYLDOLW\�DV�LV�

RIWHQ�SUHVXPHG��DQG�LGHQWLI\�‘considerably�PRUH�FRPSOH[�VRFLDO�UHDOLWLHV�GHILQHG�E\�D�

VHULHV� RI� ambiguities’� ������������ ,� WRR� KDYH� IRXQG� WKHVH� VHHPLQJO\� FRQWUDGLFWRU\�

WHQGHQFLHV�RI�ERWK�FRKHVLRQ�DQG�WKH�ODFN�WKHUHRI�LQ�P\�PDWHULDO��-XVW�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�

PL[�LQ�RQH�SODFH�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�PL[�LQ�DOO�RWKHU�SODFHV�RU�VLWXDWLRQV�

LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��3DUHQWV�FHUWDLQO\�DSSUHFLDWH�EXPSLQJ�LQWR�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�WKH�VXSHUPDUNHW�

RU�IHWFKLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�WKH�VDPH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��EXW�PDQ\�GR�QRW�ZLVK�WR�PRYH�
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EH\RQG�VXFK�EULHI�HQFRXQWHUV��/H\OD��IRU�H[DPSOH��WHOOV�PH�WKDW�ZKLOH�VKH�HQMR\V�EHLQJ�

ZLWK� RWKHU� SDUHQWV� LQ� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� VKH� GRHV� QRW� IHHO� DQ\� QHHG� WR�PHHW� XS�

ZLWK�DQ\�RI�WKHP�LQ�KHU�VSDUH�WLPH��)RU�PDQ\�SDUHQWV��WKLV�OD\HULQJ�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�LV�

XQSUREOHPDWLF�DQG�IULFWLRQOHVV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�QRW�H[SHFWHG�WR�PL[�EH\RQG�WKH�EULHI�

HQFRXQWHUV�RI�IHWFKLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�RU�EX\LQJ�JURFHULHV���

2SHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� ,� EHOLHYH�� LV� DQ� HVSHFLDOO\� IUXLWIXO� SODFH� WR� H[SORUH� WKH�

QDWXUH�DQG�FRQWHVWDWLRQV�RI�GLYHUVLW\�DV�LW�LV�practiced��EHFDXVH�LW�LV��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��

DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�WKXV�D�UHODWLYHO\�FORVHG�DUHQD�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�‘have�to’� LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�

HDFK� RWKHU�� \HW� RQ� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� LW� LV� D� ORZ�WKUHVKROG� DUHQD�� ZKHUH� WKH� URRP� IRU�

DFFHSWDQFH� LV� KLJK� DQG� WKH� OLPLWV� RQ� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� DUH� ORZ�� ,Q� WKLV� VHQVH�� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�SODFH�PDNLQJ�ZKHUH�‘the�community’,�DV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�

RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� FDQ� EH� XQGHUVWRRG� WR� EH� PDGH� DQG� UHPDGH� WKURXJK� people’s�

DFWLRQV� DQG� LQWHUDFWLRQV� DQG� WKH� PHDQLQJV� WKDW� EHFRPH� DWWDFKHG� WR� WKHVH��

1HYHUWKHOHVV�� WKURXJK� WKH� GLVDJUHHPHQWV� ,� KDYH� LGHQWLILHG� DPRQJ� SDUHQWV� DQG� VWDII��

DQG� WKH� ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH\� GHDO� ZLWK� WKHP�� LW� HPHUJHV� WKDW� WKH\� DOVR� HQJDJH� LQ�

ERXQGDU\� ZRUN� WKURXJK� ZKLFK� WKH� ERXQGDULHV� DQG� GLVWLQFWLRQV� DUH� PDUNHG� �%DUWK��

��������

.DUQHU�DQG�3DUNHU�HQG�WKHLU�DUWLFOH��UHIHUUHG�WR�DERYH��E\�DVNLQJ�D�ORFDO�SULHVW�

LI� KH� LV� KRSHIXO� IRU� WKH� IXWXUH� RI� WKH� DUHD� ZKHUH� KH� OLYHV� DQG� ZRUNV�� ZKHUHE\� KH�

HODERUDWHV� RQ� ERXQGDU\� FURVVLQJ� DQG� FKDQJHV�� DQG� HQGV� E\� VD\LQJ� ‘It can be done’�

������������7KLV� LV� WKH�NLQG�RI�KRSHIXOQHVV� ,� IRXQG� WR�EH� WULJJHUHG�E\� WKH� WKUHDW�RI�

FORVXUH� RI� WKH�borough’s� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV��$IWHU� WKH� FDPSDLJQ�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� IHZ�

SDUHQWV� FRQWLQXHG� WR� JHW� WRJHWKHU� UHJXODUO\�� WKH�PRELOLVDWLRQ��DV� ,� VHH� LW�� WULJJHUHG� D�

VSDUN�WKDW�SHUVLVWV�LQ�WKH�HQFRXQWHUV�EHWZHHQ�/H\OD�DQG�$PLU��DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�

ZKLFK� SDUHQWV� FRQWLQXH� WR� OLYH� WKHLU� OLYHV� DQG� UDLVH� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH� GLYHUVH�

ERURXJK�RI�$OQD��$FFRUGLQJO\�� WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�ZKDW�FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG� ‘convivial�

living’� KDV� EHFRPH� D� UHVRXUFH� WKDW� WKH\� GR� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� PDNH� XVH� RI� LQ� WKHLU�

HYHU\GD\�OLYHV��EXW�WKDW�PD\�EH�PRELOLVHG�DJDLQ�VKRXOG�LW�EH�GHVLUHG�RU�QHFHVVDU\���

7KH� LGHDO� W\SH� RI� D� FRPPXQLW\� RI� GLVDJUHHPHQW�� ,YHUVHQ� ZULWHV�� LV� RQH� LQ�

ZKLFK� JURXS� VROLGDULW\� LV� FUHDWHG� E\� WKH� QHHG� VROYH� D� �FRPPRQ�� SUREOHP�� 7KH�

H[SHULHQFH�RI�EHLQJ�‘in�WKH�VDPH�boat’,�KH�SRLQWV�RXW��FUHDWHV�D�VHQVH�RI�WRJHWKHUQHVV�

�,YHUVHQ�� ���������� )RU�P\� LQIRUPDQWV�� WKH� FRPPRQ� ‘problem’� WR� EH� VROYHG� LQ� WKLV�

FKDSWHU� KDV� EHHQ� SDUHQWLQJ� LQ� D� GLYHUVH� FRPPXQLW\�PRUH� EURDGO\�� &RPPRQ� WR� WKH�

YDULHG�VRXUFHV�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�,�KDYH�XVHG�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�LV�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�D�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�
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XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�EHORQJLQJ�� DQG�D�EURDG� WDNH�RQ� LQFOXVLRQ� WKDW�DOORZV� IRU�GLYHUVLW\��

DQG��DW�VRPH�OHYHO�DQG�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKRP�\RX�DVN��DOVR�IRU�GLIIHUHQFH��%HORQJLQJ�LQ�

D� FRPPXQLW\� WKXV�� HQWDLOV� FRQWLQXRXV�ZRUN� DW� EDODQFLQJ� FHQWULSHWDO� DQG� FHQWULIXJDO�

IRUFHV� WKURXJK�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�–� WRJHWKHU� DQG�FRQWLQXRXVO\� ‘rebuilding� WKH� VKLS�DW�sea’�

�VHH�(ULNVHQ����������

�

Conclusions 
7KURXJKRXW� WKH�WKHVLV�� ,�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�‘the�ZD\V�WKDW� WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�

GLYHUVLW\� DQG� GLIIHUHQFH� SURGXFH� SDUWLFXODU� NLQGV� RI� VHOI�RWKHU� UHODWLRQV� WKURXJK�

HQJDJHPHQWV�ZLWK�VSHFLILF�IRUPV�RI�KRSH��GHVLUH�DQG�satisfaction’� �0RRUH������������

,Q�WKLV�FKDSWHU��,�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�PDQDJH�

FHQWULIXJDO�DQG�FHQWULSHWDO�IRUFHV�WKURXJK�WKHLU�SDUHQWLQJ�LQ�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQV��,�KDYH�

DUJXHG� WKDW� WKHVH� IRUFHV� –� LI� PDGH� H[SOLFLW� –� PD\� LQ� WKHPVHOYHV� OHDG� WR� PRUH�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��PRUH� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��PRUH� GHPRFUDF\�� DQG�PRUH� WRJHWKHUQHVV��<HW�� LQ�

RUGHU�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH��DV�KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�SRLQWHG�RXW�WR�PH��WKHUH�PXVW�EH�D�FRPPRQ�

ODQJXDJH��7KH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI� ODQJXDJH�LV�RIWHQ�DW� WKH�FRUH�RI�GLVFXVVLRQV�DERXW� WKH�

IUDPHV� IRU� LQFOXVLRQ� DQG� H[FOXVLRQ�� ,� KDYH� H[SORUHG� WKHVH�� DQG� RWKHU�� QHJRWLDWLRQV�

WKURXJK� XVLQJ� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI� EURDG� DQG� QDUURZ� VWUDWHJLHV� RI� EHORQJLQJ�� $� EURDG�

VWUDWHJ\� IRU� LQFOXVLRQ� UHTXLUHV� VHOI�UHIOHFWLYH� LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�FDQ� WDNH� LQ�D� UDQJH�RI�

RULHQWDWLRQV�DQG�LPSUHVVLRQV�DQG�SURFHVV�WKHVH�ZLWKRXW�QHFHVVDULO\�UDQNLQJ�WKHP��%\�

FRQWUDVW�� D� QDUURZHU� DSSURDFK� UHTXLUHV� OHVV� FRQWLQXRXV� UHIOH[LYLW\� EHFDXVH� WKH� SDUWV�

DUH�NHSW�VHSDUDWH��WKLV�ODQJXDJH�KHUH�–�WKLV�ODQJXDJH�WKHUH���,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V��WKH�EURDG�

DSSURDFK�ZLQV�RYHU� WKH� QDUURZ�RQH�� DQG�EXLOGV� XSRQ� WKH� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� FLWL]HQ� DV� D�

‘reflexive�SURMHFW’��*LGGHQV����������

,Q� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ,� KDYH� SDLG� OLWWOH� H[SOLFLW� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� VWUDWLILHG� VWUXFWXUHV� RI�

SRZHU��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�G\QDPLFV�LV�DOZD\V�SUHVHQW�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUHQDV��5DWKHU��,�KDYH�

DUJXHG�WKDW�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�EHORQJLQJ�DUH�QRW�GLYLGHG�DORQJ�D�GLFKRWRPRXV�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�

SDUHQWV�RQ�WKH�RQH�VLGH�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU��7KDW�VDLG��LQWHUDFWLRQV�LQ�RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV� DUH� ‘systematically� HPEHGGHG� ZLWKLQ� LQWHUVHFWLQJ� JULGV� RI� power’�

�9DOHQWLQH� ������ LQ� 9DOHQWLQH�� ���������� DQG� WKH� EURDG� DQG� QDUURZ� VWUDWHJLHV� RI�

EHORQJLQJ� DUH� FHUWDLQO\� XVHG� WR� VWUXFWXUH� WKH� SRVVLEOH� ILHOG� RI� DFWLRQ� IRU� RWKHUV�

�)RXFDXOW�� ������� 3URIHVVLRQDOV� OLNH� 0LUDQGD�� &KULVWLQH� DQG� $QQD� XQTXHVWLRQDEO\�

KDYH� D� VWURQJHU�PDQGDWH� WR� UHJXODWH� WKH� IUDPHV� IRU� LQWHUDFWLRQ� WKDQ� GR� SDUHQWV� OLNH�
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,QJULG�� /H\OD�� .QXW� DQG� $PLU�� DQG� WKH\� VHHN� WR� GLUHFW� parents’� SUDFWLFH� LQ� D� YHU\�

VSHFLILF�GLUHFWLRQ�WRZDUGV�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\� �

,Q�&KDSWHU����,�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�UROH�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�PDLQWDLQLQJ�DQG�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�

WUDQVQDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV��+HUH�� ,�KDYH� IRFXVHG�RQ�FKLOGUHQ�DV� ‘integrators’,� IDFLOLWDWLQJ�

parents’�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��0\�PDLQ�IRFXV�KDV�EHHQ�RQ�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�

SDUHQWKRRG� DQG� SDUHQWLQJ� DUH� PDQDJHG� DQG� QHJRWLDWHG� LQ� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV�� ZLWK�

DSSURDFKHV�GLIIHULQJ�DPRQJ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DV�DOVR�DPRQJ�SDUHQWV��DQG�WKXV�SURYLGLQJ�

DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�D�PRUH�WRS–GRZQ�DSSURDFK�WR�JRYHUQDQFH��)RU�WKLV�ZH�QHHG�WR�ORRN�

EH\RQG� PHUH� HQFRXQWHUV�� DQG� IRFXV� RXU� REVHUYDWLRQ� RQ� ORQJ�WHUP� DQG� VXVWDLQHG�

LQWHUDFWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�WKDW�RFFXU�LQ�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI�FKRLFH�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQ�–�

ZKLFK�LV�KRZ�,�XQGHUVWDQG�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�LQWHUDFWLRQV�DV�GRLQJ����

� 7R� UHWXUQ� WR� WKH� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� FDPSDLJQ�� (YHQWXDOO\�� RQH� RI� Alna’s� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV�ZDV�VDYHG��GXH�QRW�OHDVW�WR�parents’�PRELOLVDWLRQ�DQG�LQYROYHPHQW��7KH�

PRELOLVDWLRQ� IROORZLQJ� WKH� FRPPRQ� WKUHDW� RI� FORVXUH� WULJJHUHG� SDUHQWKRRG� DV� D�

UHFRXUVH� WR� IDFLOLWDWH� D� VHQVH� RI� FRPPXQLW\�� 7KH� UHODWLRQV� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� RQH� DUHQD�

�RSHQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��ZHUH�PRELOLVHG�WKURXJK�WKLV�FRPPRQ�FKDOOHQJH��FORVXUH�RI�RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQ�� DQG� PDGH� UHOHYDQW� LQ� D� GLIIHUHQW� FRQWH[W�� DV� DOVR� ZDV� LQ� WKH� FDVH� RI�

QHLJKERXUV� DQG� FR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ� SDUHQWV� $PLU� DQG� /H\OD�� +HUH�� ,� KDYH� H[SORUHG�

EHORQJLQJ�DW�WKH�ORFDO�OHYHO��ZKLFK�KDV�HQDEOHG�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�WKH�

H[SUHVVLRQV� WKHUHRI��ZKLFK� VWXGLHV� RI� WKH� EURDGHU� QDWLRQDO� OHYHO� FDQQRW� GR� �%HUJ�	�

6LJRQD������������� ,QGHHG��ZH�FDQ� VHH�KRZ� WKH� UHVRXUFH�RI�SDUHQWKRRG� HPERGLHV� D�

SRWHQWLDO� IRU� WUDQVIRUPLQJ� WKH� VRFLDO� ZRUOG�� ERWK� WKURXJK� VSHFLILF� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

SUDFWLFHV�DQG�WKURXJK�PRELOLVDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��

� �
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Chapter 11 

Mothering the future  
�

�

�

�

,Q�&KDSWHU����Aanya speaks of the necessity of children moving ‘into the future, and 

not backwards in time’�� ZKHUHDV� <DOGD� �&KDSWHU� ��� VD\V� WKDW�� LQ� FRQWUDVW� WR� KHU�

husband, Mudhasser, who sees ‘only the present’, she ‘look(s) to the future’.�

Similarly, for Faiza, her husband represents the past definition of a ‘good man’, 

whereas she raises her sons to become ‘good men’ for the future. I assume that 

0XGKDVVHU�� as well as Aanya’s husband��$GQDQ�� DOVR� ORRNV� WR� WKH� IXWXUH�� EXW� WKHVH�

futures correspond with Yalda’s and Aanya’s pasts, with social stratification based on 

JHQGHU�FRPSOHPHQWDULW\��DQG�ZLWK�D�IRFXV�RQ�GXW\�DQG�LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQ�

FKRLFH�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�DPELWLRQ��6WXG\LQJ�FKLOGUHQ��RQH�LV�UHPLQGHG�RI�WKH�WHPSRUDOLW\�

RI�VRFLDO� OLIH��*DUGQHU������������� ,GHDV�RI� WKH�IXWXUH�DUH�YLWDO� LQ�DOO�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�

FKLOGUHQ�� EXW� WKH� QRWLRQ� RI� ZKDW�� DQG� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW�� ZKHUH�� D� JRRG� IXWXUH� LV�� LV�

FRQWHVWHG�� 7KHVH� FRQWHVWDWLRQV�� ,� DUJXH�� EHFRPH� LQWHQVLILHG� LQ� D� PLJUDWLRQ� FRQWH[W��

where the community in which children are to become ‘valued adults’, again using 

Naomi Quinn’s phrase, is in a different place and of a different kind from that of the 

ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ��$FFRUGLQJO\�� WKH�SHUVRQKRRG� WUDLWV�DQG�VNLOOV� WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�QHHG� WR�

EHFRPH�‘valued’ and to gain social mobility must also change. �

,Q� WKLV� WKHVLV�� ,� KDYH� IRFXVHG� RQ� PRWKHUKRRG� DQG� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� LGHDOV� DQG�

SUDFWLFHV� DPRQJ� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK� RI� $OQD� LQ� 2VOR��

7KURXJKRXW��,�have sought to disentangle how mothers’ perspectives on the future and 

KRZ�WKH\�LPDJLQH�D�JRRG�OLIH�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�VKDSH�WKHLU�SUDFWLFHV�RI�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�DQG� WKH�UDQJH�RI�VXEMHFW�SRVLWLRQV�DYDLODEOH� WR� WKHP�DQG� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��

$FFRUGLQJ� to Vincent Crapanzano, ‘generation and age play an important but 

neglected part in people’s response to prevailing temporal templates’; furtherPRUH��

‘the political circumstances in which one finds oneself’ shape one’s temporal 

RULHQWDWLRQV� �������������� ,Q� P\� PDWHULDO�� FRQWHVWDWLRQV� DERXW� ZKDW� NLQG� RI�
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UHODWLRQDOLWLHV� WKH� IXWXUH� HQWDLOV�� RU� GHPDQGV� RI� SHRSOH� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW�� DUH� PRVW�

FHQWUDOO\� ORFDWHG� DORQJ� OLQHV� RI� JHQGHU�� JHQHUDWLRQ� �DJH�FRKRUW� DQG� PLJUDWLRQ�

WUDMHFWRU\��DQG�VRFLDO�FODVV��OHYHO�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�LQFRPH����

,�KDYH�H[SORUHG�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�WKDW�SODFH�KDV�RQ�SDUHQWKRRG�DQG�YLFH�YHUVD��

$OQD� DQG� WKH� *URUXG�9DOOH\� DUH� FRQWHVWHG� SODFHV� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� RSHQO\�

GHEDWHG�LQ�SXEOLF�DQG�PHGLD�GLVFRXUVH�DV�‘problematic’�GXH�WR�WKHLU�HWKQLF�GLYHUVLW\��

3HRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK�DUH�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�WKHVH�GHEDWHV��DOWKRXJK�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�

GR�QRW�JHQHUDOO\�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKHP�DW�WKLV�EURDG�OHYHO��)RU�PDQ\��WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�D�

FHQWUDO�UHIHUHQFH�SRLQW�LQ�KRZ�WKH\�WXUQ�WKH�PRUH�DEVWUDFW�VSDFH�LQWR�D�SK\VLFDO�VSDFH�

LPEXHG�ZLWK�PHDQLQJ��7KHUH�LV�PXFK�URRP�IRU�GLVDJUHHPHQW��HYHQ�JLYHQ�WKLV�FRPPRQ�

UHIHUHQFH� SRLQW�� 7KH� QDWXUH� DQG� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI� GLYHUVLW\� DUH� FRQWHVWHG�� DV� DUH� WKH�

ZD\V� LQ� ZKLFK� GLYHUVLWLHV�� VXFK� DV� ODQJXDJH� GLYHUVLW\�� DUH� WR� EH� GHDOW� ZLWK�� ,� KDYH�

H[SORUHG� WKH� FDPSDLJQ� WR� VDYH� WKH� RSHQ� NLQGHUJDUWHQV� DV� RQH� HYHQW� WKURXJK�ZKLFK�

SDUHQWKRRG�DV�D�‘common value’�EHFDPH�D�UHVRXUFH�IRU�PRELOLVLQJ�ERURXJK�UHVLGHQWV�

WR�FRPH�WRJHWKHU���

$Q�DLP�RI� WKH�VWXG\�KDV�EHHQ� WR� WHOO�PRUH�FRPSOLFDWHG�VWRULHV�DERXW�PLJUDQW�

SDUHQWKRRG�DQG�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�LQFOXVLRQ��DQG�WKH�JRYHUQLQJ�RI� WKHVH�

WKDQ� WKH�PRUH� GLFKRWRPRXV� DQDO\VHV� WKDW� DUH� VRPHWLPHV� RIIHUHG� RQ� WKHVH� WRSLFV�� ,Q�

H[SORULQJ�WKHVH�YDULHG�WRSLFV��,�KDYH�DVNHG���

1. What is ‘good motherhood’, what kind of methods of socialisation do mothers 

use, and with what aims? How do they use socialisation as a tool for priming 

their children for the kind of future they imagine for them?  

2. How are immigrant families and practices of socialisation and parenthood 

governed through local institutions? How do mothers negotiate the tensions in 

the conflicting expectations of welfare-state and ‘traditional’ approaches? 

3. How do mothers make sense of and mould their own gendered lives amid the 

tensions between gender ideologies and family models based on gender-

complementary roles, and those based on symmetrical gender roles? 

4. What is the significance of place, and how is parenthood used a tool to mould 

socioeconomic and geographical mobility for children and manage the ways 

in which diversity is lived in the Alna area of Oslo?  

�
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Reflections on the main research questions 
%HIRUH�GLVFXVVLQJ�P\�ILQGLQJV��,�SUHVHQW�DQ�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�VKRZLQJ�VRPH�FHQWUDO�WHQVLRQV�

that I find to inform mothers’ acts of balancing their own and their children’s presents 

DQG� IXWXUHV� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� WKH� SDVW�� LQFOXGLQJ� XVLQJ� WKH� SDVW� DV� D� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�

UHVRXUFH��VHH�)LJ����������7KH�DUURZ�VKRZV�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VKLIWV�LQ�SHUVRQKRRGV�

WKDW�PRWKHUV� VHHN� WR� LQFXOFDWH� LQ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�DQG� WKDW�KDYH�HPHUJHG� LQ� WKH�YDULHG�

WKHPHV�GLVFXVVHG� WKURXJKRXW� WKLV� WKHVLV��7KLV� LV� DQ� LOOXVWUDWLRQ�DQG� WKXV�D�VLPSOLILHG�

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� WUDMHFWRU\��%HORZ�� ,� SUHVHQW�P\� ILQGLQJV� LQ� OLQH�ZLWK� WKH� IRXU�

PDLQ� UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQV� DVNHG�� ,� HQG� WKLV� FRQFOXGLQJ� FKDSWHU� E\� GLVFXVVLQJ� WZR�

EURDGHU�WRSLFV�WKDW�KDYH�HPHUJHG�IURP�WKH�UHVHDUFK�DQG�WKDW�FRQFHUQ�FRQWLQXLWLHV�DQG�

FKDQJHV� LQ� RULHQWDWLRQV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV�� )LUVW�� DQG� EULHIO\�� ,� UHWXUQ� WR� D� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI�

models DQG practice��)LQDOO\��,�HQG�ZLWK�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�social class DQG�generation��

ZKLFK�DUH�FHQWUDO�PDUNHUV�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ERWK�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�RULHQWDWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�

SODFH�PDNLQJ����

Figure 11.1. Some central oppositions that informants balance and the direction in 

which they are moving  �

Socialisation for the future: Orientations and methods 
,Q�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�HOHPHQWV�RI�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��,�DUJXHG�WKDW�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� VRFLDOLVHG� LQWR� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG� EHORQJLQJ� LQ�

GLDVSRULF� VSDFH� DV� ZHOO� DV� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� RI� $OQD� DQG� LQ� 1RUZD\� PRUH�

broadly. Parents unambiguously imagine their children’s futures with social and 

ILQDQFLDO� LQYHVWPHQWV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� IDPLO\�

PHPEHUV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� UHPDLQV� FHQWUDO�� DQG� SDUHQWV� FRQVLGHU� LW� LPSRUWDQW� IRU� WKHLU�

Duty 
Interdependence, collective 

Reciprocal, circular 
Gender complementary relations 

Hierarchical, stratified 
Culturally embedded view of genetic inheritance 

Continuity 

Choice 
Independence, individual 

Ambition, linear 
Symmetrical gender relations (likestilling) 

Egalitarian 
Scientific view of inheritance 

Change 
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FKLOGUHQ� WR� YLVLW� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� DQG� IDPLO\� SODFHV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� +RZHYHU�� WKHVH�

MRXUQH\V�KDYH�FKDQJHG�LQ�IRUP�DQG�FRQWHQW�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�DLP�RI�VRFLDOLVLQJ�

children to become ‘valued adults’ in Norway, not in Pakistan. Trips to Pakistan are 

EHFRPLQJ� VKRUWHU�� DQG� SDUHQWV� WHQG� WR� GR�PHWLFXORXV� SODQQLQJ� VR� DV� WR� DUUDQJH� WKH�

YLVLWV�GXULQJ�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�VFKRRO�KROLGD\V�VR�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�GR�QRW�PLVV�RXW�RQ�VFKRRO�

DQG�WKHUHIRUH�RQ�VRFLDO�PRELOLW\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LQ�1RUZD\��0RUHRYHU��ZKHUHDV�IDPLO\�

YLVLWV� UHPDLQ� LPSRUWDQW� GXULQJ� WKHVH� KROLGD\V�� JRLQJ� WR� SODFHV� OLNH� PXVHXPV��

KLVWRULFDO� VLWHV� DQG� ODUJH� FLWLHV� KDYH� JDLQHG� LQ� LPSRUWDQFH�� +HQFH�� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�

ZLWK�3DNLVWDQ�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WR�EH�VRFLDOLVHG�LQWR�LV�RQH�RI�JUHDWHU�LQGLYLGXDOLW\�DQG�

ZLWK� D� EURDGHU� UDQJH� RI� LPDJHV� DQG� DFWLYLWLHV� WKDQ� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� SDUHQWV�

UHPHPEHU�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�FKLOGKRRGV���

:KHQ�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VRFLDOLVHG�ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�OLYLQJ�DXWRQRPRXV�DQG�VRFLDOO\�

PRELOH� OLYHV� LQ� 1RUZD\�� WKLV� HQFRPSDVVHV� FKDQJHV� WRZDUGV� PRUH� V\PPHWULFDO�

JHQGHUHG� UHODWLRQV�� ,� ILQG� WKDW� WKH�mothers’ focus is more on transforming boys LQ�

SDUWLFXODU�WKDQ�RQ�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�JLUOV�DQG�ER\V�DOLNH��7KLV��DV�,�VHH�LW��LV�PRWLYDWHG�E\�

mothers’ views that through access to free education in a Scandinavian welfare state, 

WKH�JLUOV�DOUHDG\�KDYH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�IXOILOOLQJ�WKHLU�DELOLWLHV�DQG�DWWDLQLQJ�WKH�JRDOV�

WKHLU� SDUHQWV� KDYH� IRU� WKHP�� 7KLV� LQFOXGHV� OLYLQJ� PRUH� LQGLYLGXDOO\�RULHQWHG� OLYHV��

DWWHQGLQJ� XQLYHUVLW\�� HQWHULQJ� HPSOR\PHQW� DQG� EHLQJ� LQ� FRQWURO� RI� WKHLU� RZQ�

UHSURGXFWLYH� ERGLHV�� $OVR�� SDUDGR[LFDOO\�� ZKLOH� PRWKHUV� HQYLVLRQ� IXQGDPHQWDOO\�

GLIIHUHQW� JHQGHUHG� UHODWLRQV� LQ� WKH� IXWXUH� FRPSDUHG� WR� WKH� SDVW�� WKH\� DOVR� UHWDLQ� WKH�

LGHD� that women need ‘good men’ who can allow� WKHP� WR� DFFHVV� WKH� UHVRXUFHV� RI�

HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� HPSOR\PHQW�� 6WUDWHJLHV� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�� SDUWLFXODUO\� ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR�

JHQGHU� DQG� WKH� NLQG� RI� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� WR� HQJDJH� LQ�� WHQG� WR� EH�

founded on the mothers’ own unmet ambitions of entering formal employment, which 

PD\�EH�UHODWHG�WR�WKHLU�ODFN�RI�QHFHVVDU\�ODQJXDJH�RU�HGXFDWLRQDO�VNLOOV��HQJDJHPHQWV�

LQ� WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ� IDPLO\� UHODWLRQV��RU�PRUH�VWUXFWXUDO�H[FOXVLRQ� LQ� WKH�HPSOR\PHQW�

PDUNHW���

:KHQ�DLPV�RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�VKLIW�� VR�PXVW� WKH�PHWKRGV� LQYROYHG��0HWKRGV�RI�

VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� WR� IDFLOLWDWH� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� EHFRPH� H[SHULPHQWDO� RU� LPSURYLVHG� ZKHQ�

PRWKHUV�FDQQRW�ORRN�WR�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�EHIRUH�WKHP��EXW�PXVW�QDYLJDWH�WKHLU�RZQ�ZD\�

WKURXJK�PXOWLSOH�FURVV�SUHVVXUHV�DQG�GLOHPPDV��6RFLDOLVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�GLVFRQWLQXLW\�

DQG� IRU� D� IXWXUH� WKDW� GLYHUJHV� IURP� WKH� SDVW� UHTXLUHV� WKDW� PHWKRGV� RI� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ�

EHFRPH� PRUH� YHUEDO�� LQWHQVLYH� DQG� UHJXODWRU\�� :KLOH� ,� GLG� ILQG� WKHVH� DSSURDFKHV�
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DFURVV� WKH� HPSLULFDO� FDVHV�� ,� DOVR� QRWHG� GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ� SHRSOH� DV� WR� KRZ� WKH\�

XQGHUWDNH� WKLV� VKLIW� LQ� SUDFWLFH�� $DQ\D� KDV� D� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ� PHWKRG� WKDW� FDQ� EH�

XQGHUVWRRG� DV� gradual scaffolding�� ZKHUH� VKH� LV� ‘together with the child in the 

situation’. Faiza too has a verbal and intensive approach towards her children, but WKLV�

LV� PRUH� FHQWUHG� RQ� JLYLQJ� SUHFLVH� PHVVDJHV� WR� KHU� VRQV�� H[SODLQLQJ� EXW� XVLQJ� OHVV�

GHWDLO� VR� WKDW� WKH� ER\V� FDQ� ILJXUH� RXW� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV� KRZ� WR� GR� WKLQJV� DQG� WKHUHE\�

GHYHORS�WKHLU�LQGHSHQGHQFH��

6RFLDO�FKDQJH�FDQ�EH�VWLFN\��VORZ�DQG�GLIILFXOW�WR�IDFLOLWDWH��HYHQ�ZKHQ�RQH�KDV�

FOHDU�DPELWLRQV�RI�GRLQJ�VR��6RPH�PRWKHUV�LQ�P\�VWXG\�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�JUDQGSDUHQW�

JHQHUDWLRQ�DV�DQ�REVWDFOH�WKDW�SUHYHQWHG�WKHP�IURP�SXWWLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�DVSLUDWLRQV�LQWR�

practice, as we saw in the conversation between Tahira and Farida, Faiza’s 

GLVDJUHHPHQWV� ZLWK� KHU� IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ� DQG� $]UD� DQG� )DL]a’s ‘demands’ for tangible 

DGYLFH� LQ� WKH� 3DUHQW� DQG� &KLOG� +HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV�� 2QH� LPSOLFDWLRQ� RI� JHQHUDWLRQDO�

GLIIHUHQFH� LQ� D� VWUDWLILHG� DQG� KLHUDUFKLFDO� V\VWHP� LV� WKDW� FKDQJH� FDQ� EH� GLIILFXOW�

because the younger generation is expected to look ‘back’ and ‘up’� WR� WKH� ROGHU�

JHQHUDWLRQ�ZKLOH�DOVR�PRYLQJ�LQWR�WKH�IXWXUH���

,Q�H[SORULQJ�WKH�GHOLFDWH�QDWXUH�RI�VRFLDO�FKDQJH��ZH�VKRXOG�NHHS�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�

WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� GRHV� QRW� RFFXU� DV� D� VKLIW� IURP� RQH� FRKHUHQW� VHW� RI� RULHQWDWLRQV� WR�

DQRWKHU��7UDMHFWRULHV�RI�FKDQJH�DQd continuity are never tidy, and not all ‘opposites’ 

or ‘discrepancies’ can be understood as dilemmas that must be solved. Some of the 

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL� PRWKHUV� RSHUDWH� TXLWH� KDSSLO\� ZLWK� WZR� GLFKRWRPRXV�

RULHQWDWLRQV� WKDW� WKH\�QHJRWLDWH� WKURXJKRXW� WKHLU� HYHU\GD\� OLYHV�� HYHQ� LI� WKH\�GR� WKLV�

GLIIHUHQWO\��RU�WR�YDULRXV�H[WHQWV��DV�ZH�VDZ�ZLWK�=RKD�DQG�+DGL\D���

�

Motherhood and gendered lives 
0RWKHUKRRG� UHPDLQV� FHQWUDO� WR� IHPLQLQLW\� DPRQJ� WKH� ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQLV� LQ�P\� VWXG\�� EXW� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH\� DUH�PRWKHUV� DQG� GR�

PRWKHULQJ� DUH� FKDQJLQJ� ZKHQ� FRPSDUHG� WR� WKH� ROGHU� JHQHUDWLRQ�� 0RWKHUKRRG� LV�

central in gaining social recognition, and mothers’ lives are entangled in networks of 

IDPLO\� UHFLSURFLW\� DQG� FRPSOHPHQWDULW\�� VKDSLQJ� EXW� FHUWDLQO\� QRW� GHWHUPLQLQJ�

KRXVHKROG� RUJDQLVDWLRQ�� PDUULDJH� DQG� IDPLO\� H[SHFWDWLRQV� UHJDUGLQJ� GXWLHV� WRZDUGV�

WKH� IDPLO\�� $OVR�� PRWKHUKRRG� LQFUHDVLQJO\� HQFRPSDVVHV� QHZ� DFWLYLWLHV�� VXFK� DV�
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LQGLYLGXDOLVLQJ� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� HPSOR\PHQW� DQG� WKXV� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� DZD\� IURP� WKH�

FKLOGUHQ���

6RPH�PRWKHUV�ZKR� OLYH� LQ� H[WHQGHG� KRXVHKROGV� KDYH� DPELWLRQV� WR� HVWDEOLVK�

QXFOHDU�KRXVHKROGV�DQG�OLYH�PRUH�LQGHSHQGHQW�OLYHV��DQG�PD\�GR�VR�D�IHZ�\HDUV�RU�D�

GHFDGH� LQWR�PDUULDJH�� WKLV� LV� D� WUHQG� WKDW� VHHPV� WR�HPHUJH� IURP�P\�PDWHULDO��<HW�� ,�

DOVR� ILQG� WKDW� WKLV� FROOHFWLYH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�FDQ�EH� VXSSRUWLYH� IRU�PRWKHUV� LQ� UHDOLVLQJ�

WKHLU� SHUVRQDO� DPELWLRQV�� IRU� LQVWDQFH� UHJDUGLQJ� HPSOR\PHQW� WKURXJK� SUDFWLFDO�

DVVLVWDQFH�ZLWK�FKLOG�FDUH��,QGHHG��\RXQJ�SDUHQWV�WRGD\�VHHN�WR�EXLOG�D�IDPLO\�WKDW�LV�

EDVHG�RQ�ERWK�FROOHFWLYH�YDOXHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOLW\��VHH�H�J��%UHGDO���������ZKLFK�DJDLQ�

GHPDQGV� WKDW�ZH� ORRN�EH\RQG�GLFKRWRPRXV� VHOYHV�DQG� WRZDUGV�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�

VHOYHV� DV� OD\HUHG� RU� LQFRQVLVWHQW� �(ZLQJ�� ������ ������� )LUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

PRWKHUV� WRGD\� KDYH� ERWK� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� FRQWURO� RI� UHSURGXFWLRQ�� DQG� KDYH� IHZHU�

FKLOGUHQ�WKDQ�WKHLU�RZQ�SDUHQWV��)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�VH[�RI�WKH�FKLOG�LV�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�

P\� LQIRUPDQWV� WKDQ� WKHLU� SHUFHSWLRQ� RI� LWV� LPSRUWDQFH� WR� WKHLU� SDUHQWV��7KLV� LV� VR�� ,�

EHOLHYH��EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�IHZHU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�WRZDUGV�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WRGD\�WR�ILW�LQWR�

SDWWHUQV� RI� SUHGHWHUPLQHG� JHQGHUHG�EDVHG� UHFLSURFDO� GXWLHV�� DV� ,� KDYH� DUJXHG� ZLWK�

UHJDUG�WR�VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��

,Q�&KDSWHU���,�LGHQWLILHG�D�JHQGHU�SDUDGR[��6DOD]DU�3DUUHxDV��������DQG�DUJXHG�

WKDW�LW�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�WKH�FDVH�WKDW�JUHDWHU�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�RXWVLGH�WKH�KRPH�OHDGV�WR�

JUHDWHU� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\� LQ� WKH� KRPH�� 6RPH� IRUPV� RI� JHQGHU�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�

RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�FDULQJ�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�GXWLHV�UHPDLQ�LQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�IDPLOLHV�,�NQRZ��DQG�

LGHRORJLHV� RI� JHQGHU� HTXDOLW\ DUH� QRW� XQDPELJXRXVO\� DGRSWHG� LQ� IDPLOLHV� –� EXW� WKH�

H[WHQW� WR�ZKLFK� JHQGHU� LV� redone� LV� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW� FODVV�EDVHG��7KH� OHYHO� WR�ZKLFK�

ZRPHQ� LQ�SDLG� HPSOR\PHQW� VKDUH� WKH� UROH�RI�SURYLGHU� WRJHWKHU�ZLWK� WKHLU�KXVEDQGV�

DQG�RUJDQLVH�ZRUN�DQG�WLPH�DORQJ�WKH�OLQHV�RI�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�ZLOO�GHSHQG�RQ�� inter 

alia��WKH�NLQG�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�WKH\�KDYH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKHLU�PDUULDJH�W\SH�

DQG� PLJUDWLRQ� EDFNJURXQG�� +DYLQJ� QR� H[SHFWDWLRQV� RI� HDUQLQJ� PRQH\� FDQ� EH�

GHPRWLYDWLQJ� DV� UHJDUGV� HQWHULQJ� IRUPDO� HPSOR\PHQW�� EXW� LW� FDQ� DOVR� RSHQ� XS� WKH�

SRVVLELOLW\� IRU� LQFUHDVHG� DXWRQRP\� ZLWKLQ� WKH� FRPSOHPHQWDU\� PRGHO� –� OLNH� KDYLQJ�

WLPH�DYDLODEOH�WR�WDNH�GULYLQJ�OHVVRQV��JR�WR�WKH�J\P�RU�HQJDJH�LQ�DQG�JDLQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�

WKURXJK�UHFLSURFDO�IDPLO\�UHODWLRQV���

7KH�1RUZHJLDQ�ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� LV� DPELWLRXV�� EXW� DOVR�SDUDGR[LFDO� LQ� LWV� IDPLO\�

SROLFLHV��DV�HPHUJHG� LQ�&KDSWHUV���DQG����'HVSLWH� WKH�JHQGHUHG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�ZRUN�

WKDW�WKH�FDVK�JUDQW�PDNHV�SRVVLEOH��WKH�PRUH�GRPLQDQW�PRGHO�LV�WKH�GXDO�HDUQHU�GXDO�
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FDUHU� PRGHO�� +HUH� OLHV� DQ� LQIOH[LELOLW\� LQ� WKH� ERXQGDU\� EHWZHHQ� QRUPDOLW\� DQG�

GHYLDQFH��SDUWLFXODUO\�DV�UHJDUGV�JHQGHUHG�UROHV�RI�FDULQJ�DQG�SURYLGLQJ��:H�ILQG�OLWWOH�

URRP�IRU�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�HTXDOO\�YDOLG�ZD\V�RI�GRLQJ�IDPLO\��0RWKHUV�LQ�P\�VWXG\�EHQG�

DQG�QHJRWLDWH�RYHU�JHQGHU�QRUPV�DQG�VWUHWFK�WKH�HODVWLFLW\�LQ�IHPLQLQLW\�DV�IDU�DV�WKH\�

ZLVK�WR�RU�DUH�DEOH�WR��VHHNLQJ�WR�HQFRPSDVV�D�EURDGHU�UDQJH�RI�VXEMHFW�SRVLWLRQV��

0RQH\� IURP� ZDJHV� DQG� IURP� VRFLDO� JUDQWV� PD\� KDYH� GLIIHUHQW� JHQGHUHG�

PHDQLQJV��0RQH\� IURP�ZDJH�ZRUN� OHDGV� WR� LQFOXVLRQ� LQ� WKH� VWDWH�� QRW� MXVW� EHFDXVH�

LQFRPH� WD[�PXVW� EH� SDLG� EXW� DOVR� EHFDXVH� LW� HVWDEOLVKHV� VRFLDO� ULJKWV� LQ� WKH�ZHOIDUH�

VWDWH��7KDW� LV� OHVV� VR�ZLWK� LQFRPH� IURP�VRFLDO� JUDQWV��7KLV�SRLQW� VKRXOG�EH�ERUQH� LQ�

PLQG�DORQJVLGH�P\�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�FDULQJ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�DW�KRPH�DQG�QRW�WDNLQJ�RQ�SDLG�

HPSOR\PHQW� LV� DOVR� D� IRUP� RI� ILQDQFLDO� DXWRQRP\�� 7KXV�� PRQH\�� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� LWV�

JHQGHUHG� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DQG� WKH� VRFLDO� FRQWH[WV� LQ�ZKLFK� WKHVH� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RFFXU��

EHFRPHV�D�UHVRXUFH�IRU�PRWKHUV�WR�QHJRWLDWH�WKHLU�DXWRQRP\�LQ�WKH�LQWHUIDFH�EHWZHHQ�

WKH� LQGLYLGXDOLVHG� LGHRORJLHV� RI� WKH� ZHOIDUH� VWDWH� DQG� D� PRUH� FROOHFWLYH� VRFLDO� DQG�

NLQVKLS�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��

0DQ\�PRWKHUV� WKHPVHOYHV� XQGHUVWDQG� WKHLU�PRWKHULQJ� DV� FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR� WKH�

QDWLRQ� VWDWH�� -DYHULD� RQFH� PDGH� WKLV� FRQQHFWLRQ� H[SOLFLW� ZKHQ� VKH� SDUDSKUDVHG�

1DSROHRQ� ‘I [the mother] give a good mother [to the nation]. You [the father] give a 

good nation.’�+HUH�she situated the mother’s responsibility IRU�QDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ�ILUPO\�

LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� FKLOGUHDULQJ��ZLWK� the father’s responsibility IRU�QDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ� DV�

PRUH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO��7KLV�ORFDWLQJ�RI�GXW\�DQG�PRUDO�RULHQWDWLRQ�PD\�VKDSH�

WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK�ZRPHQ�PHHW� FKDOOHQJHV� LQ� WKHLU� ERXQGDU\�ZRUN� RI� GHILQLQJ� WKH�

FRQWHQWV�DQG�UDQJH�RI�WKHLU�IHPLQLQLW\��HQFRXQWHULQJ�UHVLVWDQFH�LQ�H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�UDQJH�

PD\�OHDG�PRWKHUV�WR�UHWUDFW�WKHLU�DPELWLRQV��VHH�WKH�FDVH�RI�<DOGD��&KDSWHU�����,Q�WXUQ��

WKLV�JLYHV�ULVH�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�VKRXOG�DOVR�VWUHWFK�LWV�GRPLQDQW�

JHQGHUHG�FDWHJRULHV�WR�DOORZ�IRU�D�EURDGHU�UDQJH�RI�IHPLQLQH�VXEMHFW�SRVLWLRQV��UDWKHU�

WKDQ�UXEEHU�stamping immigrant mothers as ‘deviant’. �

$V� HDUO\� DV� WKH� ODWH� HLJKWHHQWK� FHQWXU\� 0DU\� :ROOVWRQHFUDIW� ORFDWHG� WKH�

PDWHUQDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� DV� D� FLYLO� GXW\�� ZKHUHE\� PRWKHUKRRG� H[WHQGHG� EH\RQG� WKH�

KRPH� DQG� LQWR� WKH� QHLJKERXUKRRG� �VHH� 7RPDVHOOL�� ������� -DYHULD� DOVR� H[SUHVVHV�

WKLV�182 :LWK�UHIHUHQFH�WR�FXUUHQW�GHEDWHV�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�DERXW�WKH�EDVLF�LQFRPH�JUDQW�

                                                           
182�,Q� UHFHQW� Gecades, based on T.S. Marshall’s classic work on citizenship �0DUVKDOO�� ����>����@���
WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�QHDU�H[SORVLRQ� LQ� WKH� VRFLDO� VFLHQFHV�ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR�ZD\V�RI�DQDO\VLQJ�FLWL]HQVKLS��
2QJ� KDV� FRLQHG� WKH� WHUP� flexible citizenship� �������� DQG�<XYDO�'DYLV� H[SORUHV�multi-levelled/multi-
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aimed at challenging ‘the moralizing attitudes that stigmatize those excluded from the 

ODbour market’, James Ferguson argues that ‘various forms of dependence (including 

FDUH�JLYLQJ�DQG�FDUH�UHFHLYLQJ��PXVW�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�QHFHVVDU\�EXLOGLQJ�EORFNV�RI�D�

healthy society’ (2013:237). A number of mothers in my study appreciate and gain 

UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKURXJK�UHODWLRQDO�HQWDQJOHPHQWV��/H\OD��&KDSWHU����QRWHV�WKDW�FDUH�ZRUN�

VKRXOG� EH� SDLG� SUHFLVHO\� EHFDXVH�� DV� )HUJXVRQ� QRWHV�� VKH� WDNHV� RQ� DQ� LPSRUWDQW�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�ZHOIDUH�DQG�UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�VRFLHW\��0DQ\�PRWKHUV�DOVR�VLWXDWH�

WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�PRUDO�JHQGHUHG�IUDPHZRUNV��$�SRVVLEOH�ULVN�

RI�WKLV�VWUDWHJ\�LV�WKDW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�PD\�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�VDPH�FURVV�SUHVVXUHV�EHWZHHQ�

WKH� GRPHVWLF� VSKHUH� DQG� WKH� IRUPDO� LQVWLWXWLRQV� RI� WKH� VWDWH� DV� WKHVH� PRWKHUV� GR�

WKHPVHOYHV�� 7KLV� LV� VR� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKHLU� VWUDWHJ\� LV� SUHFLVHO\� WR� LQVWLJDWH� D� VKLIW�

between their own and their children’s relational entanglements. �

�

Governing parenthood in a diverse context  
0\�UHVHDUFK�GLYHUJHV�IURP�PXFK�RI�H[LVWLQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKDW�,�H[SORUH�WKH�

VWDWH�DQG�JRYHUQDQFH�DV�WKH\�HPHUJH�HPSLULFDOO\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�VROHO\�DV�FRQWH[W��-XVW�DV�

care work is not limited to ‘the confines of the home and through intimate relations 

but also through intermediate institutions of civil society and the state’ �.RIPDQ��

���������� VWDWH� JRYHUQDQFH� LV� QRW� FRQILQHG� WR� WKH� ORFDO� SXEOLF� VSKHUH�� EXW� HQWHUV�

LQWLPDWH� UHODWLRQV� DQG� VSKHUHV�� 'LIIHULQJ� IURP� RWKHU� VWXGLHV� RI� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV� LQ�

1RUZD\� �VHH� H�J�� $QGUHZV� 	�: UQHVV�� ������ 'DKO� 	� &ODQF\�� ������ 'DKO� HW� DO���

�������,�have explored parents’ experiences in addition to those of health visitors. �

In doing this I have critiqued Foucault’s approach to governance and used 

Scott’s notions of hidden and public transcripts WR� LQWHUURJDWH�P\�PDWHULDO��<HW��P\�

DSSURDFK� DOVR� GLIIHUV� IURP� WKDW� RI�6FRWW� LQ� WKDW� ,� IRFXV� RQ� WKH� KLGGHQ� WUDQVFULSWV� RI�

WKRVH�ZKR�GRPLQDWH� LQ�DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�JRYHUQHG�� ,Q�&KDSWHU��� ,�H[SORUHG�

the interactions between mothers and health visitors through mothers’ perspectives on 

DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�KHalth visitors’ public and hidden transcripts, and the (perceived) 

FRQQHFWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH�� ,Q� ZKDW� ,� KDYH� LGHQWLILHG� DV� WKH� mothers’ ‘quest’ for 

VWURQJHU� SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV�� RU� SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV� WKDW� FRUUHVSRQG� WR� WKH� KLGGHQ�

                                                                                                                                                                      
layered citizenship �������� 2WKHU� DSSURDFKHV� LQFOXGH� cultural citizenship� �5RVDOGR� ������ LQ� 2QJ��
����������multicultural citizenship �.\POLFND�� ������ DQG� intimate citizenship� �2OHVN\�� ������� 6SDFH�
GRHV�QRW�DOORZ�PH�WR�H[SORUH�the debate about the use of the term ‘citizenship’, although it is certainly a 
UHOHYDQW�GLVFXVVLRQ�KHUH��VHH�(UVWDG���������
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WUDQVFULSWV�PRWKHUV�VXVSHFW�WKDW�KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�KDYH��OLHV�QRW�MXVW�UHVLVWDQFH��EXW�DOVR�D�

ZLQGRZ�RI�RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU�PRWKHUV� WR�DUWLFXODWH� WKHLU�QHHGV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�ZKHUH�

WKHVH�DUH�QRW�PHW���

Paradoxically, while health workers’ aims IRU�WKHVH�WUDQVFULSWV�DUH�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�

HPSRZHUPHQW��ZHDN�SXEOLF�WUDQVFULSWV�PD\�VHUYH�WR�GR�WKH�RSSRVLWH��DV�PRWKHUV�QHHG�

concrete knowledge as a tool to challenge ‘traditional’ knowledge in context of their 

IDPLOLHV��$GYLFH�WKDW�LV�YDJXH�DQG�RSHQ�WR�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�PD\�QRW�EH�VWURQJ�HQRXJK�WR�

FRXQWHU�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�SURIHVVHG�E\�WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZKR�H[SHFW�PRWKHUV�WR�WDNH�

WKHLU� NQRZOHGJH� LQWR� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�� :KLOH� NQRZOHGJH� LV� FRQWHVWHG�� DQG� VRPH�

NQRZOHGJH� counts� PRUH� WKDQ� RWKHU� NQRZOHGJH�� WKHUH� LV� D� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� SRWHQWLDO�

LQKHUHQW� LQ� NQRZOHGJH� WKDW� PRWKHUV� WDS� LQWR� ZKHQ� VWDNLQJ� RXW� WKHLU� RZQ� FRXUVH��

0RWKHUV�XVH�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�VWUDWHJLFDOO\��IXHOOLQJ�WKHLU�DJHQF\�LQ�

elaborating, adjusting and developing their ideas of ‘good motherhood’ and a ‘good 

future’ for their children in accRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�ZRUOG���

� ,Q�VHHNLQJ�WR�PHHW�SDUHQWV�where they are��KHDOWK�YLVLWRUV�FRQWLQXRXVO\�DVVHVV�

WKH�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�JXLGDQFH�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQ��DQG�WKXV�EHWZHHQ�FDUH�DQG�FRQWURO��,Q�

GRLQJ� VR�� WKH\� UHO\� PRUH� RQ� HWKQLFLW\� WKDQ� RQ� RWKHU� DQG� PRUH� IOH[LEOH� PDUNHUV� RI�

VLPLODULW\� DQG� GLIIHUHQFH, but they also do conscious work at building ‘diversity 

competence’�� ,�KDYH�DUJXHG�WKDW� WKHVH�PDUNHUV�come to matter� LQ�DQG�WKURXJK�VRFLDO�

interactions, in professionals’ definitionV� RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQV� WKH\� HQFRXQWHU�� DQG� LQ�

VWDNLQJ�RXW�WKHLU�JRYHUQLQJ�UDWLRQDOLWLHV�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV�WRZDUGV�WKHVH. This ‘othering’ 

FDQ� EH� VHHQ� DV� D�ZD\� RI� FHPHQWLQJ� GLIIHUHQFHV� DQG� LQFDSDFLWDWLQJ� DJHQF\� DQG� VHOI�

UHIOH[LYLW\�–�ZKLFK�LV� WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�ZKDW� WKH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�VHHN�WR�GR��$OWKRXJK�LW�

KDV�QRW�EHHQ�D�VWURQJ�IRFXV�LQ�WKH�VWXG\��,�ILQG�WKDW�HWKQLF�1RUZHJLDQ�SDUHQWV�WRR�PD\�

ZLVK� IRU� VWURQJHU� SXEOLF� WUDQVFULSWV� IURP� KHDOWK� YLVLWRUV�� )XUWKHU�� WKH\� PD\� KDYH� D�

SDUHQWLQJ�VW\OH�WKDW�LV�RSSRVHG�WR�WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV�HWKRV�RI�WKH�tidy trajectory��EXW�WKH\�

DUH�JHQHUDOO\�QRW�FRQVLGHUHG�E\�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�EH�HTXDOO\�ZDQWLQJ��DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�

VHHP�WR�KDYH�PRUH�FRQILGHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�SDUHQW���

�

Participatory parenthood in Alna borough 
%\� DQG� ODUJH�� ,� ILQG� WKDW�1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�PRWKHUV� KROG� FXOWXUDO� SOXUDOLVP� DV� D�

‘core moral value’ (Reese, 2001) for their children when they locate ambitions IRU�

their children’s futures in Norway, even if this LV� OHVV�RI�D�YDOXH� LQ� WKHLU�RZQ� OLYHV��
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(WKQLF�� OLQJXLVWLF� DQG� UHOLJLRXV� GLYHUVLW\� DUH�PXFK�appreciated resources in parents’ 

engagement in local institutional spaces, but when parents feel that there are ‘too few’ 

HWKQLF� 1RUZHJLDQV� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� HQYLURQPHQW� WKH\� PD\� EHFRPH� XQFHUWDLQ� DERXW� WKH�

IXWXUH�–� WKHLU�RZQ�DQG�WKHLU�FKildren’s –� LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��+RZHYHU��HYHQ�LQ�LQVWDQFHV�

ZKHUH� SDUHQWV� ILQG� WKDW� WKH� GLYHUVLW\� RI� WKH� ERURXJK� LV� D� FKDOOHQJH�� WKHUH� LV� QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\� DJUHHPHQW� DV� WR� ZKDW� H[DFWO\� WKLV� FKDOOHQJH� RI� GLYHUVLW\� is�� ZKDW� LWV�

LPSOLFDWLRQV� DUH� DQG� FRQVHTXHQWO\� ZKDW� FDQ� EH� GRQH� WR�PHHW� WKHVH� FKDOOHQJHV�� )RU�

some, it is ‘too many foreigners’��ZKLOH�for others it is ‘the white trash’���

&RQWHVWHG� PHDQLQJV� DWWDFKHG� WR� WKH� SODFH� GR� QRW� RFFXU� LQ� LVRODWLRQ� IURP�

EURDGHU�QDWLRQDO�GLVFRXUVHV�RI�LQWHJUDWLRQ��,�KDYH�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�FRQWHVWHG�QRWLRQV�RI�

the place, and the governing of it, are triggered by definitions from both the ‘inside’ 

and the ‘outside’. In &KDSWHU� �� ,� DUJXHG� WKDW� PDQ\� SDUHQWV� LQ� WKH� ERURXJK� KDYH�

GLIIHULQJ�DQG�HYHQ�DPELJXRXV�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WR�WKH�ERURXJK��EXW�WKH\�GR�WHQG�WR�KDYH�D�

UHIOHFWLYH� DQG� HPRWLRQDO� UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� WKH� SODFH�� :KLOH� WKH\� PD\� H[SHULHQFH� WKH�

challenges of ‘too many foreigners’�DV�YHU\�UHDO�� WKH�FKRLFH�RI�VWD\LQJ�LQ�RU�PRYLQJ�

RXW� RI� WKH� ERURXJK� LV� QRW� RQH� WKDW� LV� HDVLO\� WDNHQ�� ,� KDYH� DUJXHG� WKDW� VRFLDO� DQG�

JHRJUDSKLFDO� PRELOLW\� DUH� UHODWHG�� DQG� WKH� UDSLG� DQG� LQFUHDVLQJ� GLYHUVLILFDWLRQ� RI�

GLYHUVLW\� �+ROOLQJHU� ������ LQ� 9HUWRYHF�� ����E������� LV� SDUDOOHOHG� E\� FODVV�

KRPRJHQLVDWLRQ��)DPLOLHV�PD\�PRYH��RU�FRQVLGHU�PRYLQJ��WR�D�OHVV�HWKQLFDOO\�GLYHUVH�

DUHD�LI� WKH\�KDYH�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�WR�GR�WKLV��RU� WKH\�PD\�ZLWKGUDZ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�

SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�FHUWDLQ�DUHQDV��LI�WKH\�FDQQRW�RU�ZLOO�QRW�PRYH��

,� KDYH� SUHVHQWHG� $OQD� DV� D� FRQWHVWHG� SODFH� RQWR� ZKLFK� SDUHQWV� FRQQHFW�

GLIIHUHQW�PHDQLQJV�� VKDSHG� E\� WKHLU� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG� LGHDV� RI� EHORQJLQJ�� )RU� VRPH��

EHORQJLQJ� LV� D� WHPSRUDO� H[HUFLVH�� ZKHUH� WKH� ORQJHU� RQH� KDV� OLYHG� LQ� D� SODFH�� WKH�

stronger one’s right to belong there becomes. For others��EHORQJLQJ�LV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�

WKDW�is��UDWKHU��LW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�done��FI��P\�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�JHQGHU�DQG�FKLOGUHQ���

7KLV� ODWWHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� ZKLFK� ,� ILQG� WR� EH� GRPLQDQW�� RIIHUV� LQFOXVLRQ� EHFDXVH� LW�

EHFRPHV� SRVVLEOH� IRU� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO� WR� VKDSH� WKH�PRGHV� RI� EHORQJLQJ� WKURXJK� WKHLU�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��:KLOH�WKLV�DSSURDFK�LV�FHQWULSHWDO� LQ� WKH�VHQVH� WKDW� LW�FDQ�EULQJ�SHRSOH�

WRJHWKHU��WKH�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�SDUHQWV�DQG�VWDII�XVH�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�LQFOXVLRQ�GLIIHU��,Q�RWKHU�

ZRUGV�� D� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� GHILQLWLRQ� RI� EHORQJLQJ� RSHQV� XS� IRU� D� FRPPXQLW\� RI�

GLVDJUHHPHQW��,YHUVHQ����������

� ,Q� &KDSWHU� ���� WKH� ILQDO� HPSLULFDO� FKDSWHU� RI� WKH� WKHVLV�� ,� GLVFXVVHG� RSHQ�

NLQGHUJDUWHQV� DQG� KRZ� SDUHQWV� DQG� VWDII� WKHUH� QHJRWLDWH� WKLV� FRPPXQLW\� RI�
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GLVDJUHHPHQW��+HUH�,�VKRZHG�WKDW�WKH�IUDPHV�IRU�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�EHORQJLQJ�DUH�VXEMHFW�WR�

FRQWLQXRXV�QHJRWLDWLRQ�DPRQJ�SDUHQWV�DQG�VWDII��DQG�,�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�EURDG�DQG�QDUURZ�

VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�SDUHQWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�XVH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�GLDORJLFDO�ERXQGDU\�ZRUN��

Indeed, by bringing out some ‘common interests and common values’, as Simon terms 

WKHVH�� SDUHQWKRRG� VHUYHV� DV� D� UHVRXUFH� WR� IDFLOLWDWH� WKH� EXLOGLQJ� RI� D� GLYHUVH� DQG�

convivial sphere that parents see as strengthening their children’s sense of 

LQYROYHPHQW�DQG�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�$OQD�DQG�LQ�1RUZD\��

�

Understanding changes and continuities 
7ZR�EURDG�WKHPHV�KDYH�HPHUJHG�IURP�P\�DQDO\VLV��DQG�,�HQG�P\�WKHVLV�ZLWK�D�EULHI�

GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� WKHVH�� VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ�PRGHOV� DQG� SUDFWLFH� DQG�

HQGLQJ�ZLWK�VRPH�ILQDO�WKRXJKWV�RQ�JHQHUDWLRQV�DQG�VRFLDO�FKDQJH���

�

Models and practice 
,Q� WKH� WKHVLV�� ,� KDYH� H[SORUHG�PRGHOV� DV� GLVFXUVLYH� DQG� HPSLULFDO� FRQVWUXFWV�� EXW� ,�

EHJDQ�ZLWK�D� WKHRUHWLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�VFULSWV��PDSV�DQG�PRGHOV��DUJXLQJ�IRU�D�PRUH�

IOH[LEOH� DSSURDFK� WR� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� VRFLDO� SUDFWLFH� WKDQ� ZKDW� KDV� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� EHHQ�

DOORZHG� IRU� E\� H[LVWLQJ� WKHRU\� RQ� PDSV� DQG� PRGHOV�� %\� H[DPLQLQJ� grammars��

Baumann and Gingrich argue that we are able to ‘move beyond the false opposition 

EHWZHHQ�DQ�DVVXPHG�SULPDF\�RI�VWUXFWXUHV�RU�FRJQLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�RQ�WKH�

RWKHU�� WKH� KHOSOHVV� UHGXFWLRQ� RI� DOO� VRFLDO� SURFHVV� WR� DJHQF\� DQG� FRQWH[WXDO�

contingency’ (2004b:xi). These grammars, they argue, make visible ‘the creative 

tension zone between structure and agency’ (Baumann & Gingrich, 2004b:xii). 

7KURXJKRXW�WKLV�WKHVLV��,�KDYH�GUDZQ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�EHWZHHQ�

PRdels and practice, ‘the creative tension zone’ or interfaces, and the kind of 

ERXQGDU\�ZRUN� WKDW�PRWKHUV� HQJDJH� LQ�� DQG� WKXV� ,� KDYH� EHHQ� DEOH� WR� HQJDJH� LQ� DQ�

H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�ERWK�FKDQJHV�DQG�FRQWLQXLWLHV�RI�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH����

,W� LV� LQ� WKLV� WHQVLRQ�]RQH�� WKLV�ERXQGDU\�RU� LQWHUIDFH�WKDW� WKH�PXUNLQHVV�RI� WKH�

VRFLDO� SUDFWLFH� ZKHUH� ,� KDYH� IRFXVHG� P\� DQDO\VLV� HPHUJHV�� 1RUZHJLDQ�3DNLVWDQL�

PRWKHUV� KDYH� D� SUDJPDWLF� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� VRFLDOLVDWLRQ��ZKHUH� WKHLU� SUDFWLFHV� DQG�

PRWLYDWLRQV� DUH� LQIRUPHG� E\� ERWK� WKHLU� SURVSHFWLYH� DQG� UHWURVSHFWLYH� RULHQWDWLRQV��

Practice is not motivated solely by ‘tradition’ or cognitive schemas a priori�WR�FXOWXUH��

but by actors’ pragmatic and reflexive approaches WR�QHJRWLDWLQJ�LGHDOV�RI�WKH�SDVW�DQG�
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KRSHV� DQG� DPELWLRQV� IRU� WKH� IXWXUH� LQ� WKHLU� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW�� 7KXV�� LW� LV�

LPSRUWDQW� WR� PRYH� EH\RQG� OLQHDULW\� DQG� EH� RSHQ� WR� WKH� SRWHQWLDOO\� GLDORJLFDO� DQG�

SRVVLEO\� LQFRQVLVWHQW� UHODWLRQVKLSV� EHWZHHQ� PDSV� DQG� WHUUDLQV�� RU� VWUXFWXUH� DQG�

DJHQF\���

'UDZLQJ� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� SUDFWLFHV� RQ� WKH� RQH� KDQG� DQG� PRGHOV�� VWUXFWXUHV� DQG�

FRJQLWLRQ� RQ� WKH� RWKHU� LV� QHFHVVDU\� EHFDXVH� VWUXFWXUH� GRHV� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� EHFRPH�

PDQLIHVWHG�DV�SUDFWLFH��MXVW�OLNH�SUDFWLFH�PD\�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�WUDQVIRUP�VWUXFWXUH��HYHQ�

WKRXJK� WKHUH� LV� D� OHYHO� RI� GLDORJXH� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH� ZKHUH� PRGHOV� of SUDFWLFH� FDQ�

EHFRPH� PRGHOV� for� SUDFWLFH� �*HHUW]�� ����� >����@��� 6RFLDO� SUDFWLFH� LV� EDVHG� RQ�

GLIIHUHQW� LQIOXHQFHV� DQG� DPELWLRQV�� DQG� FDQ� EH� LQFRQVLVWHQW�� DPELJXRXV� DQG�

FRQWUDGLFWRU\���

,Q� &hapter 6 I presented Javeria’s clear ambitions for socialiVLQJ� KHU� WZR�

FKLOGUHQ�� ,Q� &KDSWHU� ��� FRPSDULQJ� KHU� DPELWLRQV� ZLWK� KHU� SUDFWLFH�� ,� LQGLFDWHG� D�

GLVFUHSDQF\�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH��DV�,�DOVR�GLG�LQ�P\�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�JHQGHULQJ�VRQV��6LPSO\�

SXW��MXVW�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�DUH�PRWLYDWHG�E\�WKHLU�VRFLDO�H[SHULHQFHV�WR�FKDQJH�SUDFWLFH�

GRHV� QRW� PHDQ� WKDW� DFWXDO� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV� ZLOO� RFFXU� RU� ZLOO� RFFXU� DV� LQWHQGHG��

Although mothers’ aspirations may be clear and unambiguous, WKHLU� SUDFWLFH� LV� QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\�VR��EHFDXVH�WKLV�HQWDLOV�PHWLFXORXV�ERXQGDU\�ZRUN�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�PD\�EH�

FRQflicting social expectations. As we saw with Yalda’s definitions of motherhood, 

FURVV�SUHVVXUHV�PD\�OHDG�WR�D�UHWUDFWLRQ�RU�UH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�RULJLQDO�SODQV��RU�D�VKLIW�LQ�

RULHQWDWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�HQFRPSDVV�WKLV�FKDQJH�RI�SODQV��&KDSWHU������

,Q�WKLV�VWXG\�,�KDYH�VRXJKW�WR�LGHQWLI\��GHVFULEH�DQG�DQDO\VH�VRFLDO�LQWHUDFWLRQV�

in what I understand to be interfaces. I have focused on mothers’ choices and actions, 

and thus given an ‘individualist twist’ to a structural, or ‘grammar’, approach 

�%DXPDQQ�	�*LQJULFK������D�������2I�FRXUVH��FKLOGUHQ�DOVR�PDQDJH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�

EHWZHHQ� VWUXFWXUH� DQG�EHKDYLRXU�� EXW� KHUH� ,� KDYH� H[SORUHG� FKLOGUHQ�PDLQO\� WKURXJK�

adults, or as facilitators of adults’ modes of participation. It remains to be seen what 

WKH� IXWXUHV� RI� ER\V� OLNH� 7DKLU� DQG� $ELG� –� DQG�� LQ� WLPH�� WKHLU� ZLYHV� –� ZLOO� KROG��

Certainly there are often marked differences between ‘what can be’ or ‘ought to be 

possible’ and what is possible in practice (Hage & Papadopoulos, 2004). �

�
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Social class and generation: final remarks 
7KRPas Hylland Eriksen has argued that there is a ‘major shift’ (2015:1) in 

RULHQWDWLRQV� WR� IDPLO\� DQG� IDPLO\� SUDFWLFHV� EHWZHHQ� ILUVW�� DQG� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�

PLJUDQWV�� DQG� WKDW� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� WKLV� VKLIW� EHWZHHQ� JHQHUDWLRQV� VKRXOG� QRW� EH�

XQGHUHVWLPDWHG� �VHH� DOVR� $DUVHW�� ������ 1DGLP�� ����� RQ� ,QGLDQ� DQG� 3DNLVWDQL�

descendants in Norway). Eriksen sees this shift as one of personhood, from a ‘chiefly 

VRFLRFHQWULF�WR�D�FKLHIO\�HJRFHQWULF�IRUP�RI�SHUVRQKRRG��ZLWK�LPSRUWDQW�FRQVHTXHQFHV�

IRU�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�LQWHJUDWLRQ�into Norwegian society’ (2015:1). /LNH�(ULNVHQ��,�KDYH�

DUJXHG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�LQGHHG�D�VKLIW�LQ�SHUVRQKRRG�RULHQWDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�JHQHUDWLRQV�DQG�

DOVR�EHWZHHQ�JHQGHUV��LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�JHQHUDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��,�DOVR�KROG�WKDW�WKLV�VKLIW�

FDQQRW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�H[FOXVLYHO\�DV�EHLQJ�OLQHDU��L�H��WKDW�WKH�ORQJHU�RQH�KDV�OLYHG�LQ�

Norway, the more in line with dominant majority discourse one’s conduct will 

EHFRPH��,Q�IDFW��,�ILQG�D�PRUH�GLVWLQFW�JHQHUDWLRQDO�GLIIHUHQFH�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�DJH�LQ�

WKH�VHQVH�RI�FRKRUW��PRWKHU��JUDQGPRWKHU��WKDQ�PLJUDWLRQ�WUDMHFWRU\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VDPH�

DJH�FRKRUW��ILUVW��VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ���

$FFRUGLQJO\�� WHPSRUDO� WUDMHFWRULHV� PXVW� EH� DQDO\VHG� IURP� D� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI�

LQWHUVHFWLRQV��VXFK�DV�WKDW�EHWZHHQ�JHQHUDWLRQ��JHQGHU�DQG�VRFLDO�FODVV��+RZHYHU��QRW�

RQO\� LV� LW� FKDOOHQJLQJ� WR� GLVHQWDQJOH� WKHVH� GLPHQVLRQV� IURP� HDFK� RWKHU� –� LW� LV� DOVR�

GLIILFXOW� WR� LGHQWLI\�ZKDW� FODVV� DQG� FODVV�PRELOLW\� DUH�� DQG� WKXV� KRZ� WKH\� LQIOXHQFH�

DPELWLRQ�DQG�SUDFWLFH��)DPLO\�FRQVWHOODWLRQV�DUH�FRPSOH[��DQG�RQH�SDUWQHU�LQ�D�FRXSOH�

PD\�KDYH�WHUWLDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�ZKLOH�WKH�RWKHU�KDV�RQH�RI�WKHVH�

RU�QHLWKHU��VHH�&KDSWHU�����7KLV�LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�PLJUDWLRQ�WUDMHFWRU\�GRHV�QRW�PDWWHU�

–� LW� GRHV�� DOVR� LQ� WHUPV� RI� HGXFDWLRQ� OHYHO�� ,QGHHG�� WKH� GHJUHH� RI� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� RU�

LQWHJUDWLRQ�� LQ�JUHDWHU�VRFLHW\�LV�FRQWLQJHQW�RQ�ERWK�PLJUDWLRQ�WUDMHFWRU\�DQG�OHYHO�RI�

HGXFDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WDNLQJ�VRFLDO�FODVV�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�UHTXLUHV�XV�WR�ORRN�EH\RQG�

migration trajectory and a linear theory of ‘impact’. Indeed, I find that these two 

GLPHQVLRQV�LQWHUVHFWHG�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�,�KDG�QRW�H[SHFWHG�SULRU�WR�WKLV�UHVHDUFK���

$PRQJ�P\�LQIRUPDQWV�=RKD��6RQLD�DQG�5DKHHOD�DQG�WKHLU�KXVEDQGV�VWDQG�RXW��

WKH\�KROG�XQLYHUVLW\�GHJUHHV��KDYH�SHUPDQHQW����–�����HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�KDYH�QRW�

PDUULHG� WUDQVQDWLRQDOO\�� 7KHVH� PLGGOH�FODVV� FRXSOHV� KDYH� VXFFHVVIXOO\� FOLPEHG� WKH�

social mobility ladder and become ‘integrated’ in the sense that they work and their 

FKLOGUHQ�ZHQW� WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ� IURP� WKH�DJH�RI�RQH�� DW� WKH� HQG�RI� WKH� SHULRG�RI� SDLG�

SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�� :RUNLQJ�FODVV� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� LQIRUPDQWV� LQFOXGH� /H\OD�� $]UD��

-DYHULD�� 7DKLUD�� 3DUYHHQ� DQG�7D\DED�� DQG� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� LQIRUPDQWV� LQFOXGH� )DL]D��
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<DOGD�� 0DULDP�� <DVPLQ�� )DULGD� DQG� )DU]DQD�� 2I� FRXUVH�� WKHUH� DUH� LQGLYLGXDO�

GLIIHUHQFHV�� EXW� EURDGO\� VSHDNLQJ� ,� IRXQG� WKDW� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ� ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�

ZRPHQ� KDYH� PRUH� LQ� FRPPRQ� ZLWK� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� ZRPHQ� WKDQ� ZLWK� VHFRQG�

JHQHUDWLRQ�PLGGOH�FODVV�ZRPHQ�VXFK�DV�=RKD��5DKHHOD�RU�6RQLD���

*HQHUDOO\��ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�PRWKHUV��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�DUH�LPPLJUDQWV�RU�

GHVFHQGDQWV�RI�PLJUDQWV��VHHP�WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKHLU�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�VWDWH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�

LGHRORJLHV�DV�EHLQJ�PRUH�SUREOHPDWLF�WKDQ�GR�WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV�ZRPHQ��ZKR�VHH�WKHVH�

DV�FRPSOHPHQWLQJ�DQG�DGGLQJ� WR� WKHLU� OLYHV��+RZHYHU�� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV�PD\�

DOVR�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� VWDWH� DV� D� VRXUFH�RI� HPSRZHUPHQW�� ,� GLG�QRW� ILQG� WKDW�ZRUNLQJ�

FODVV�PRWKHUV� ZKR�ZHUH� ERUQ� DQG� EURXJKW� XS� LQ� 1RUZD\� KDYH� KLJKHU� HPSOR\PHQW�

UDWHV�WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�FDPH�WR�1RUZD\�DV�DGXOWV��5DWKHU��WKH\�KDYH�PRUH�FKLOGUHQ��DUH�

PRUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�PDQDJLQJ�UHFLSURFDO�IDPLO\�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�JHQHUDOO\�KDYH�D�PRUH�

IOH[LEOH� SDUHQWLQJ� VW\OH� WKDQ�P\� VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�PLGGOH�FODVV� LQIRUPDQWV��$OO� WKH�

VDPH�� WKH\� JHDU� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WRZDUGV� D� IXWXUH� FKDUDFWHULVHG� E\� JUHDWHU� UHIOH[LYLW\��

FKRLFH�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOLW\��

)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� PRWKHUV� VHHP� WR� H[SUHVV� PRUH� GHWHUPLQHG� DPELWLRQV� ZLWK�

UHJDUG� WR� ODERXU�PDUNHW� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG� VRFLDOLVLQJ� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� LQGHSHQGHQFH�

DQG� FKRLFH� WKDQ� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� VHFRQG� JHQHUDWLRQ� ZLWK� VLPLODU� HGXFDWLRQDO�

EDFNJURXQGV�� ,� FDQ� RQO\� VSHFXODWH� DV� WR� ZK\�� EXW� LW� PD\� EH� GXH� WR� WKH� JURZLQJ�

HPSKDVLV�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DV�D�PRELOLW\� VWUDWHJ\� LQ�3DNLVWDQ�� IRU�ZRPHQ�DV�ZHOO�DV� IRU�

PHQ��)XUWKHUPRUH�� WKHVH�ZRPHQ�PD\�DOVR�KDYH�KDG�ILUP�DPELWLRQV� IRU�HPSOR\PHQW�

SULRU�WR�PDUULDJH��DQG�XVHG�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�PDUULDJH�DQG�PLJUDWLRQ�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�

UHDOLVH�WKHVH�DPELWLRQV��$QRWKHU�UHDVRQ�PD\�EH�WKDW�PDQ\�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�PHPEHUV�RI�

WKH�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�DOVR�VSHQW�VRPH�\HDUV�RI� WKHLU�FKLOGKRRG�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��PRUH�VR�

WKDQ�PLGGOH�FODVV�GHVFHQGDQWV��DQG�WKXV�WKH\�PD\�KDYH�D�PRUH�VLPLODU�EDFNJURXQG�WR�

ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRWKHUV� WKDQ� WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV�PRWKHUV��)RU� VRPH�� WKLV�KDV�KLQGHUHG�

WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQDO�WUDMHFWRU\�LQ�1RUZD\��DV�$]UD�UHFRXQWV���

=\JPXQW�%DXPDQ�DUJXHV� WKDW� DOWKRXJK� LQGLYLGXDOV�PD\� H[SHULHQFH� WKDW� WKH\�

DUH�SDUWLFLpants in the historical ‘breaking the mould phase’, this phase encompasses 

‘new and improved’ moulds DQG� FRQILJXUDWLRQV� DW� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� OHYHO� ����������

Exploring mothers’ boundary�work in socialising their children towards ‘the future, 

and not backwards in time’� ,�KDYH�VRXJKW� WR� LGHQWLI\� WKHVH�PRXOGV�DQG�H[SORUH� WKH�

VRPHWLPHV�PXUN\� LQWHUIDFHV� EHWZHHQ� WKHP�� 7KLV� ERXQGDU\�ZRUN� LV� D� EDODQFLQJ� DFW�

WKDW� LQFOXGHV� HQJDJHPHQWV� LQ� UHFLSURFDO� NLQVKLS� UHODWLRQV� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� SXUVXLW� RI�
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LQGLYLGXDO� DPELWLRQV� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ��0DQ\�RI� WKHVH� HQJDJHPHQWV�

RFFXU�LQ�$OQD�ERURXJK��EXW� WKH\�DOVR�H[WHQG�EH\RQG�WKH�ERURXJK�DQG�WKH�ERUGHUV�RI�

WKH�QDWLRQ�VWDWH��7KHVH�EDODQFLQJ�DFWV� DOVR�KDYH� LPSOLFDWLRQV�RXWVLGH� WKH� IDPLO\� DQG�

WKH�KRPH��DQG�ORFDO�VWUHHW�OHYHO�EXUHDXFUDWV�WDNH�DQ�DFWLYH�SDUW�LQ�VHHNLQJ�WR�VKDSH�WKH�

QDWXUH� DQG� RXWFRPHV� RI� WKHVH�� +RZHYHU�� DOEHLW� FRQWHVWHG� –� RU� SRVVLEO\� SUHFLVHO\�

EHFDXVH�LW�LV�FRQWHVWHG�–�SDUHQWKRRG�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�UHVRXUFH�RI�FRQYLYLDOLW\��

7RJHWKHU�� WKHVH�IRFL�VKHG� OLJKW�RQ� WKH�GLIIHUHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU� IXOO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ�

1RUZHJLDQ� VRFLHW\� WKDW� OLH� LQ� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI� UHODWLRQV�� DQG� IXUWKHU� LQGLFDWH� WKH�

SRWHQWLDOV� WKDW� OLH� LQ� EURDG� VWUDWHJLHV� RI� LQFOXVLRQ�� ZLWK� URRP� IRU� GLIIHUHQFHV� DQG�

GLDORJXHV�LQ�HQJDJHPHQWV�DW�D�SHUVRQDO�OHYHO�DQG�ZLWKLQ�EURDGHU�QDWLRQDO�GLVFRXUVHV�RI�

LQFOXVLRQ��

�

�

�
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